
Sept ember  4, 1940 � Paul  Dor sey , s t af f  phot ogr apher  f or  
L I F E Magazi ne, has been abl e t o get  

an ar t i c l e r epr esent i ng t he v i ewpoi nt  of  t he Cal i f o r ni a 
j o i nt  I mmi gr at i on Commi t t ee. Dor sey says t hat  al t hough 
i t  car r i es t he by- l i ne of  J ames F i s k , an .Amer i can Legi -
onnai r e ana Chai r man of  t he J o i nt  I mmi gr at i on Commi t t ee, 
ac t ual l y t he ar t i c l e was ghost - wr i t t en by Dor ot hy 
Kal t enbach, sec r et ar y t o Mr . F i s k . Mi ss Mal t enbach was 
al so f or mer l y sec r et ar y "GO t he l at e Mr . V . 3. ¿.i cCl at chy, 
f or mer  Chai r man of  t he I mmi gr at i on commi t t ee and publ i sh-
er  of  t he Sacr anent o and F r esno Bee newspaper s . We wer e 
abl e t o get  t h i s ar t i c l e on t he s t r engt h of  bei ng engaged 
by L I F E Magazi ne t o do r esear ch f or  Dor sey*s phot ogr aphi c 
essay on t he Ni s e i . I  don't  bel i eve ei t her  Mi s s i val t en-
bach ôr  Mr . F i s k woul d appr ove of  t hi s ar r angement  under  
any c i r cumst ances . I  am i nc l udi ng t he ver bat i m copy o f  
t he ar t i c l e i n my compl et e r epor t  t o assoc i at e J i di t oe Ed 
Thompson of  L I F E. The ar t i c l e f o l l ows : 

"By J ^ms K . FI Si i  

"J apanese I n t he Uni t ed St at es , bot h f or -
r ei gn and Amer i can- bor n, of  whom t her e ar e about  l o 0,000, 
f or m one of  t hi s count r y 's most  f or ei gn- mi nded and c l oses t  
kni t  r ac i al  gr oups . They r es i de i n a l l  s t at es of  t he r*ac-
i f i c 's l ope, but  ar e l ar gel y concent r at ed i n Cal i f o r n i a. 
The f or ei gn- bor n among t hem, bei ng i nel i g i b l e t o c i t i zen-
s hi p, cannot  be nat ur al i zed; and t hei r  i nt ense pr i de o f  
r ace and al most  f anat i c al  l ove f or  J apan causes t hem, not  
onl y t o keep a c l ose t ouch wi t h t he mot her  count r y, but  t o 
adher e t enac i aous l y t o t he J apanese manner  of  l i f e . Thei r  
chi l dr en, al t hough .Amer i can c i t i zen by r i ght  of  bi r t h on 
t he s o i l , ar e so s t r ongl y J apanese, i n r ac i al  char act er i s -
t i c , t hat  t hey do not  become ass i mi l at ed I nt o t he l i f ebl ood 
of  t hi s count r y, and r emai n a par t  of  t he J apanese commun-
i t y domi nat ed by t hei r  al i en par ent s . 

"Because of  t hei r  unas s i mi l abi l i t y and 
t he i mposs i bi l i t y of  compet i ng wi t h tiaem due t o t hei r  
l ow st andar ds of  l i v i ng , J apanese i mmi gr ant s have never  
been r eal l y wel come i n t he Uni t ed St at es , - is ear l y âs 
1892, when t hey began t o come i n i n l ar ge number s, t o t ake 
t he pl ace of  t he exc l uded Chi nese, t her e was f r i c t i o n be-  ̂
t ween t h i s count r y and J apan over  t he i mmi gr at i on of  cool i e 
l abor er s when a number  of  t hem wer e r ef used admi ss i on I nt o 
t he por t  of  San F r anc .s c i o on t he gr ound t hat  t hey wer e con-
t r ac t  l abo r er s . But  s t i l l , t hey kept  on comi ng,and as t hei r  
number s i nc r eased, agi t at i on agai nst  t hem devel oped qui c k l y . 
Cal i f o r ni a demanded t hat  Congr ess enact  an exc l us i on l aw, 
s i mi l ar  t o t he Chi nese, d e l u s i o n Ac t . I n 1900, i n t he hope 
of  qui et i ng t hi s agi t at i on and f o r es t al l i ng t he humi l i at i on 
o f  an L xel us i on .Law, ana pos s i bl y concer ned over  t he f act  
t hat  i n t hat  year , some 12,000 of  her  coo l i es wer e ent er i ng 
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Ca l i f o r n i a , J apan announced t hat  no mor e passpor t s woul d 
be i s s ued t o t he l abor er s f o r  admi s s i on i nt o Cont i nent al  
Uni t ed St at es ; t hi s was , i n e f f ec t , t he F or s t  Gent l eman's 
Agr eement . 

"Th i s agr eement  was c ont i nual l y v i o l a t ed . 
Pr om 1901 t o 1908, i nc l us i v e, J apan sent  i nt o c ont i nent al  
Uni t ed St at es , wi t h her  pas s po r t s , 4 51, 689 i mmi gr ant s 
(not  i nc l udi ng t hos e comi ng f r om Hawai i ) , most  o f  whom 

wer e or  became l abo r er s . Agai n and agai n Cal i f o r n i a pr o-
t es t ed t o Congr ess and demanded an exc l us i on l aw. I n 1907, 
r ea l i z i ng t hat  somet hi ng must  be done, and f ear f u l  o f  war  
wi t h J apan shoul d an Exc l us i on Law be pas s ed, P r es i dent  
'l 'heodor e ôosevel t  began nego t i at i ons f o r  anot her  Gent l e-
man's Agr eement , whi ch was conc l uded i n 1908. The det a i l s 
of  t h i s Agr eement  wer e s ec r et , al t hough i t  was announced 
t hat  under  i t s t er sm, J apan aga i n agr eed not  t o i s sue pass-
po r t s f o r  c ont i nent al  Uni t ed St at es t o her  l abo r er s . Acc-
or di ng to Hoos evel t , t he i nt ent  of  t h i s agr eement  was t o 
pr event  t he i nc r eas e of  J apanese ±afee?eP3 popul at i on i n con-
t i nent al  Uni t ed J t a t es , i n a manner  not  i n j u r i o us t o J ap-
an ' s p r i de. 

"The second .i gr eement  f ar ed no bet t er  t han 
t he f i r s t . I t  was c ont i nuous l y v i o l a t ed . The xi j ner i can 
Cour t s wer e power l es s t o enf or ce i t s t er ms; t he agr eement  
bei ng nei t her  s t at ut e, l aw, nor  t r eat y , ¿ver y J apanese 
comi ng wi t h J apan ' s passpor t  was ent i t l ed t o ent er . Bet ween 
1909, when i t  went  i nt o e f f ec t , and 1924, when t he Agr eement  
was t er mi nat ed, t he J apanese popul at i on of  c ont i nent al  
Uni t ed St at es i nc r eas ed f r om 76, 714 t o 151, 357. Thei r̂  
t r emendous l y p r o l i f i c p i c t ur e br i des cont r i but ed t o t h i s i n-
c r eas e,eac h f ami l y aver agi ng f i v e c h i l dr en. 

"Ca l i f o r n i a , wi t h i t s mi l d c l i mat e and 
wonder f ul  agr i c u l t ur al  r es our c es , del i ght ed t he i ndus t r i o us 
J apanes e, i n f a c t , some of  t hei r  v er nac ul ar  newspaper s 
went  so f a r  as t o c a l l  i t  "t he f t ew J apan". They wer e not  
cont ent  t o r emai n day l abo r er s , as had t he Chi nes e, but  
r ap i d l y acqui r ed t hei r  own l and or  l eased f ar m l and whi ch 
t hey f r equent l y wor ked to dep l et i o n. Thei r  women wor ked 
al ongs i de t he men i n t he f i e l d f o r  l ong hour s , o f t en wi t h 
t hei r  babi es s t r apped t o t hei r  bac k s . Whol e t owns be cane 
J apanes e, t he Cauc as i an popul at i on gr adual l y l eav i ng ar eas 
wher e t he J apanese s et t l ed, s i nce compet i t i on wi t h t hem was 
i mpo s s i b l e. They wer e, as s er t i v e and aggr es s i v e, and di d 
not  achi eve t he r eput at i on f o r  hones t y and f a i t h f u l nes s t hat  
was enj oyed by t he Chi nes e. Cal i f o r n i a f ea r f u l l y env i s i oned 
t he compl et e cont r ol  o f  her  agr i c ut ur a l  l and by t he ac qui s i -
t i ve J apanese, and became t hor oughl y ar ous ed. F eel i ng "r an 
hi gh, but  t her e was l i t t l e of  t he v i o l enc e agai ns t  t he J apa-
nese t hat  had unf o r t unat el y mar ked t he agi t at i o n f or  Exc l us-
i on of  t he Chi nes e. 
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"F ai l i ng t o obt ai n r e l i e f  f r om t he s i t uat i on 
f r om an i ndi f r er ent  Congr ess and an ant agoni s t i c f eder al  
admi ni s t r at i on, Cal i f o r ni a i n 1915 passed t he ¿L i en Aana A, aw, 
pr ohi bi t i ng al i ens i nel i g i b l e t o c i t i zens hi p f r om pur chas i ng 
l and or  l eas i ng agr i c u l t ur al  l and. The J apanese pr ot est ed 
but  i n a measur e c i r cumvent ed t hi s l aw by oper at i ng i n t he 
names of  t hei r  Amer i can- b r n c hi l dr en, n̂d s t i l l , t hei r  _ 
number s i nc r eas ed. The s i t uat i on was becomi ng al most  a l i f e 
s t r aggl e agai nst  t he i ns i di ous peac ef ul  penet r at i on of  J apa-
ne se. 

"I n 1924, came Cal i f o r n i aT s chance. The I m-
mi gr at i on Kest r i c t i o i i  - ~ct  was passed i n t hat  year , and Cal i f -
o r ni a, wi t h t he ai d of  ot her  P ac i f i c Coast  s t at es , was abl e 
to pr esent  such a convi nc i ng case agai ns t  «J apanese peacef ul  
ennet Eat i on to Congr ess t hat  t he Exc l us i on measur e bar r i ng 
t hose i nel i gi bl e to Amer i can c i t i zens h i p as per manent  r es i dent s 
was i nc l uded t her ei n. The f i ght  was a har d one, however , f or  
J apan had enl i s t ed many f r i ends to her  c aus e�mi s s i onar i es , 
chur ch peopl e, i deal i s t s , t hose i nt er es t ed i n f o r ei gn t r ade 
and empl oyer s of  cheap l abor , gover nment  o f f i c i a l s , member s 
of  congr ess ent i r el u unf ami l i ar  wi t h condi t i ons i n Cal i f o r n i a 
and ot her  P ac i f i c coast  s t at es , and t her ef or e ant agoni s t i c 
t o her  cause. 

"Thus was t he Exc l us i on of  Or i ent al s made 
pr ac t i c abl y compl et e. Chi nese had been bar r ed by t he Chi nese 
Exc l us i on Act  of  1882, r i i ndus and Mal ays wer e excl uded by 
t he Bar r ed Zone Act  of  1917. F i l i p i nos as subj ec t s of  t he 
Uni t ed St at es , wer e per mi t t ed f r ee ent r y un t i l  passage of  t he 
Phi l i ppi ne I ndependence Act  i n 1934 whi c h l i mi t ed t he ent r y 
to f i f t y per  year  unt i l  t he Phi l i pp i nes wi l l  have achi eved 
t hei r  f u l l  i ndependence. Af t er  t hat , t hey wi l l  be s ubj ec t  
t o t he Exc l us i on measur e. 

"Si nc e t he t i me of  t hei r  Exc l us i on, and up 
t o t he pr esent  c r i t i c al  per i od of  i nt er nat i onal  a f f a i r s , t he 
J apanese, bot h i n t hi s count r y and i n J apan, have pr ot es t ed 
at  ever y oppor t uni t y agai nst  t he al l egedl y di sc r i mi nat or y 
t r eat ment  accor ded t hem under  t he I nc l us i on measur e. They 
cl ai m t hat  such di s c r i mi nat i on i s i ncompat i bl e wi t h t he sen-
si  o i l i t i es of  a pr oud peopl e and demand r epeal  of  t he l aw. 
Thei r  publ i c i s t s even i nt i mat e t hat  J apan's pr esent  pr edat or y 
cour se i n As i a i s t he r esul t  of  t he s l i ght  Amer i ca pl aced 
upon t he J apanese i n exc l udi ng t hem f r om t h i s count r y, and t hey 
conf use t he Open Door  (of  t r ade) i n Chi na wi t h t he Open Door  
{of  i mmi gr at i on) i n t hi s count r y, c l ai mi ng t hat  i f  one door  
i s c l osed t o t hem, t he ot her  uoor  must  be c l osed t o u s . 

"They over l ook ent i r el y t he f ac t  t hat  t he 
Open Door  i n Chi na i s guar ant eed by I nt er nat i onal  Tr eat y , t o 
whi ch apan was one of  t he s i gnat o r i es , whi l e i mmi gr at i on i s 
pur el y a domest i c mat t er  to be et enni ned s o l s l y by t hi s coun-
t r y . Amer i cans do not des i r e t o mi gr at e t o Chi na i n vas t  num-
ber s . The Exc l us i on measur e i s not  di sc r i mi nat or y , f or  i t  ap-
p l i es to pr ac t i c al l y hal f  e t he popul at i on of  t he gLobe, of  whi ch 
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h a l f , t he J apanese c ons t i t ut e about  7 per  c ent . Enact ment  
of  t h i s measur e was not  by any means t he unexpec t ed and un-
deser ved bl ow to her  pr i de t hat  J apan c l ai ms . I t  was t he 
di r ec t  r esul t  of  24-  u ye r̂ s o f  ev as i on by her  of  tv*> agr ee-
ment s not  t o send her  l abor er s fee-  ye f co t hi s count r y . The 
J apanese a l s o pr ot es t  c ont i nuous l y agai ns t  t he A l i en Land 
Laws of  t he v ar i ous s t at es wher e t hey ar e congr egat ed. And 
t o s at i s f y t hei r  gr eat  des i r e f o r  r ac i al  equal i t y , ur ge t hat  
t he nat ur a l i z at i o n l aws of  t h i s count r y be changed so as t o 
admi t  a l i en J apanese t o Amer i can c i t i z ens h i p . 

"A l l  of  t hes e l aws agai ns t  whi ch t he J apan-
ese p r o t es t , ar e based upon t he pr emi se t hat  t he Uni t ed*St at es 
des i r es as per maneht  r es i dent s and c i t i zens ,o n l y member s of  
t he whi t e r ace whose descendant s wi l l  become absor bed i nt o 
t he l i f e bl ood of  t he nat i o n , and wi l l  no t  f or m separ at e and 
unas s i mi l abl e bl ocs wi t h t hei r  at t endant s r ac i a l  pr obl ems . 
Thi s was expr essed by t he "F oundi ng F at her s " i n t he Nat ur al -
i z at i o n Law of  1790, whi c h pr ov i des t hat  t he p r i v i l ege of  
nat ur al i zat i o n s ha l l  be gr ant ed onl y t o "f r ee whi t e per s o ns . " 
A gr ave mi s t ake was made when c i t i zen shi p was gr ant ed t o 
ever yone i n t h i s count r y r egar dl es s of  t he f i t nes s or  des i r e 
of  t he r ec i p i ent  f o r  such c i t i z ens h i p . Af t er  t he c i v i l  war , 
c i t i zens h i p was gr ant ed to negr oes , so as t o enf r anc hi s e t hose 
whom we had sought  t o f r ee ; but  many unso l ved pr obl ems have 
t hus been c r eat ed. However , t he Negr oes ar e a l oy al  and pa-
t r i o t i c gr oup, owi ng ana gi v i ng t hei r  a l l egi anc e who l l y and 
s o l el y t o t he Uni t ed s t a t es . They ar e her e, f ur t her mor e, by 
our  own ac t . 

"Ther e ar e s t i l l  many a l i en J apanese i n Cal -
i f o r n i a, l i v i ng a t y p i c a l l y J apanese l i f e , ent i r e l y apar t  
f r om t he r es t  of  t he po pul at i o n. By t r emendous i ndus t r y , 
s k i l l , and i nc r edi b l y l ow s t andar ds o f  l i v i n g , t hey s t i l l  
cont r o l  much of  t he f r u i t , veget abl e and be r̂ y i ndus t r y of  
t he s t at e, par t i c u l ar l y i n t he sout h. Whi t e Amer i cans cannot  
and ŵi l l  not  wor k t he same l ong hour s , nor  wi l l  t hey put  t h e i r  
ent i r e f ami l i es , men, women, and c h i l dr en, i nt o t he f i e l ds 
day i n and day out , as do t he J apanes e, t o compet e wi t h t hem. 
Thei r  cont r o l  of  a l ar ge por t i on of  t he f ood suppl y of  t he 
s t at e, coupl ed wi t h t he f ac t  t hat  t hey own a l ar ge f l eet  o f  
ul t r a- moder n t r uc k s , i s d i s qu i et i ng, f o r  t hey ar e f r equent l y 
accused of  unf r i endl y ac t s and es p i onage. Bat  t hei r  number s 
ar e dec r eas i ng, due t o t he f ac t  t hat  no mor e ar e per mi t t ed 
t o ent er  t he count r y , l̂ s o , age i s t ak i ng i t s t o l l . Ac t i v e 
agi t at i o n agai ns t  t hem ceased when t he Sxxc l us i o n measur e 
became e f f ec t i v e . 

"L ar ge sums of  money have been, and ar e bei ng 
spent  i n t h i s count r y by J apan f or  v ar i ous pr opaganda pur pos es , 
i nc l udi ng t he at t empt  t o i nduce publ i c opi ni on t o f o r c er epeal  
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or  modi f i cat i on of  t he i nc l us i on measur e, and t o cr eat e a 
mor e f avor abl e opi ni on of  her  pr esent  cour se i n As i a . ¿>he 
has even del i ber at el y pl anned t o pr opagandi ze i n our  s choo l s . 
A t ext  book on J apan, compi l ed i n Hawai i  under  j o i nt  aus-
p i c es of  t he Cul t ur al  Rel at i ons Soc i et y o f  J apan (Pr of essor  
N. - l oyama, comoi ng f r om Tokyo t o ass i s t  i n i t s pr epar at i on) , 
t he i ns t i t ut e o f  P ac i f i c del at i ons , and t he Ter r i t o r i al  
Boar d of  educat i on was i n use i n t he Honol ul u school s i n 1935, 
and i t s use on t he cont i nent  was ur ged. I t  cont ai ned mi sst at e-
ment  of  f ac t  wi t h r egar d t o Exc l us i on and omi t t ed a l l  but  f av-
or abl e r ef er ence t o J apan f s pas t  and cur r ent  hi s t o r y , and was 
wi t hdr awn under  sever e c r i t i c i sm and was r e- wr i t t en. 

"About  a hundr ed Amer i can and Canadi an 
school  t eacher s go to J apan each summer  as 'gues t s ' of  t he 
J apanese gover nment . Upon t hei r  r et ur n, t hey ar e, no doubt , 
ar dent  exponent s of  J apan's cause. 

"The pr obl em o f  Exc l us i on of  al i en J apanese 
havi ng been so l ved, t her e r emai ns now t he pr obl em of  assi mi -
l at i on of  t hei r  c hi l dr en, t he Ni s e i , as t hey ar e c a l l ed . Ther e 
ar e i n Cal i f o r ni a t oday , mor e t han 50,000 o f  t hese m̂er i can-
bor n J apanese. They , mor e t han any ot her  non- whi t e gr oup, 
s t r i ve t o become an i nt egr al  par t  o f  Amer i can l i f e , and ar e 
qui t e out spoken and i ns i s t ent  i n t hei r  demand f or  equal i t y . 
But  t hei r  r ac i a l  c har ac t er i s t i c s ar e t oo s t r ongl y ev i dent , 
so t he Amer i can publ i c aoes not  gr ant  t hem t hi s equal i t y nor  
WBl come t hem i nt o i t s soc i al  s t r uc t ur e. They compl ai n bi t t er l y 
o f t h e di sc r i mi nat i on t hey meet  at  ever y t ur n, and t hei r  news-
paper s dec l ar e at  l engt h t hat  ŝuch ds i c r i mi nat i on has no 
pl ace i n a democr acy. Thei r  at t ai nment s ar e of  t he hi ghes t � 
t hey ar e excel l ent  s t udent s , good wor ker s , and spl endi d peopl e. 
But  t hey cannot  f i nd wor k, except  among t hei r  own peopl e. Am-
er i c an bus i ness houses wi l l  not  gi ve t hem empl oyment  because 
Caucas i ans wi l l  not  wor k har aoni i os l y wi t h t hem. I n Cal i f o r n i a, 
i nt er - r acmal  mar r i ages ar e f or bi dden by l aw, so t hey mar r y 
member s of  t hei r  own r ac e, whi ch t hey gener al l y pr ef er  t o do 
f o r  "t he pr i de ef  and pur i t y of  t he Yamat o r a c e . " . Even i n 
Hawai i , t hat  kuch publ i c i zed mel t i ng pot , t her e i s l i t t l e i n-
t er - mar r i age bet ween t he J apanese and member s of  ot her  r ac es , 
par t i c ul ar l y t he Caucas i an. " 




