424 Wheeler Hall
20 July 1949

Executive Secretary, Western Growers Associs tion
606 South Hill Street
Los kngeles, California

Dear Sir:

In a recently published book, "Americans Betrayed", by
ore Morton Crodzins, published by the University of Chicego Press,
the motive force behind the evacus tion o1 the Jepunese from the
west const 1s descrited e¢ {he work of various "pressure groups",
ecting for m"gelfish economic motives." Your Association is mention=
ed on mges 22t0 26 of this tooke.

In going over {le evidence assembled throughut e book
n colleagne and I felt that a distorited picture of the evacuation
and the charzcter of the public sentiment in its favor had been
presented. We are, therefore, re-examining the evidence in the
expectation of publishing & bookpointing out the errors erd dis=-
tortions of this one.

In re-acsessing the evidence, we were wondering, in regard
to your Association, whether the letters written by "Mr. lcNabb"
(the fictitious nnme used by Groduzing for some official in your
organ ization) o Govemor "arren om Jaguary S and to Congressman
Arderson on Januery 22 (both mentioned on psge 23, expressed the
sentiment of the members of the Associziion or just the personal
opinion of the writer. Had tlere been & meeting of the Board of
Directors during Jemary confirming e sentiment of these letters?

I note that on Februnry £ the Board of Directors did pass
& resolution favorinz evacuntion. I am curious % know uhether
they did so earlier or whether the opinions in the letters mentioned
above were simply personal. It secems to us to be very important to
discrimire te between a personal expression and one truly representative
of the membership.

Underlying Crodzins®' trestment of course is the implied
thesis that your Association was anxious to remove the Japenese since
they were competitors: He points out on page 22 that some Japenese
were in direct competition with some of your members. Any evidence
that you might have to show the mature of this compe ti tion or to
indicate the distortion of his account could be put  good use.

Sincerely

Edwerd N. Barnhart
Assistant profeser
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424 Wheeler Hall
20 July 1949

Lxeoutive Secretury

Grower~Shipper Vegetable Associction
Salinas tational Bank Bldg.
‘Salinss, Californis

Dear Sir:

In a recently published book, "Americans Betrayed"™, by
onge lforton Grodzims, publis.ed by the University of Chicago rress,
the motive fores behind the evecuztion of the Japuznese from the
wegt coast is described as the work of werious "pressure groups™
acting for "selfish economic motives." Your Association is
mentioned on pages 20 to 0.

In going over the evidence cssembled throughout the book,
a go league snd I felt that a distorted picture of the avacnation
and the charncter of the publie sentiment in its favor had been
. presented. e are, therefore re-examining the evidence in the
.expectation of publishing & book peinting out the errors and dis-
tortions of this one.

In re-messessing the evidence, we were wondering, whether
the letter mentlon d (page 28) as hev ing been written by a "Mr.
Scott" (the fictitious name uped by Crodzins for some officisl
in your orgenigation) to the Filipino Iabor Supply Association
on January 1o expressed the sentiment of the writer on
gentiments of the members of the Association. fad tlere been =
meeting of the Board of Directors diring Jemwry confirming the
sentiment of this letier? It seems to us % Vve vory important
to disorininate between a personal expression of opinion ani one
truly representative ¢f membership of u group.

Underlying Grodzins' treatment of course, is the implied
thesis that your Associe $ion was enxiocus to remove the Japenese
since they were competitors. He points out (page 26) that the
Japenese were strong competitors. Any evidence you might have to
ghow distortion in his picture or charges here would be great
interest end value to us.

Sincerely

Edward N. Bammhart
Assistant Professor




Labor Unions

18 locals and councils - most AFL

1 CIO affiliate against Evac ;
Los Angeles Indust.Union Council for evac.
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JACK E, BIAS
Secretary-Manager

July 28, 1949

Mr. Edward N. Barnhart, Asst. Professor
Department of Speech, University of California
424 Wheeler Hall

Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mr. Barnhart:

I sincerely appreciate receiving your letter of July
20, 1949, relative to our Association's position and acti-
vities behind the evacuation of Japanese from the West Coast.

Mr. Austin Anson, who was Secretary-Manager of the
Association from 1939 until December, 1942, had a son in
the National Guard Tank Corps from Salinas, which was sent
to the Philippines in August of 1941. Mr. Anson was natur-
ally interested and concerned for the welfare of his son
and American armed forces in the Phillippines and was quite
active in raising funds for the Red Cross to send medicines
after the fall of Bataan. Unfortunately, his son was taken
prisoner and died in a prison camp under sordid circumstances.

As you may know, it was the Army under the direction
then of General DeWitt who immediately took steps to evacu-
ate Japanese from the West Coast almost immediately after
Pearl Harbor. I was in Salinas during this period and am
sure that the Grower-Shipper Vegetable Association of Central
California and its membership did not take any official or

| unofficial action in the evacuation or maneuvers to obtain
| the evacuation. Any actions or representations credited to
' the Association were done by individuals as individuals.

Unfortunately, there are those whose sympathies run
to social welfare who have discredited this Assoclation and
clitizens of this area, basing their opinions on false informa-
tion. I believe that there are some people who overlook or
have forgotten the patriotic motives of practically all citi-
zens of the Pacific Slope after Pearl Harbor.

A
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I personally do not know of any actions taken or attempts
to put the Japanese evacuees at a disadvantage. It is gen-
erally believed that the Army's action to evacuate the Japanese
was taken for national security purposes only. Whether this
action was needed, of course, 1s a debatable guestion, and
only the files of the F.B.I. and the intelligence branches
of the armed services can reveal the true facts surrounding
the necessity for the evacuation. The citizenry of this
area was not prone to question the reasons for the Army's
action.

A great deal has been said about the attempts of vested
interests and growers and landowners to take over Japanese
holdings and to obtain Japanese equipment without adequate
compensation. I am sure that a fair investigation will prove
that most of these accusations are truly unfounded.

There are unquestionably many fine Japanese of unques-
tionable loyalty, and it was truly unfortunate that many of
these people were unnecessarily or necessarily evacuated.
However, under the circumstances of Pearl Harbor it was
difficult to ascertain the loyalty of such a large group of
people immediately, and since time was of the essence, under
the circumstances, criticism should be minimized rather than
stressed and inflated. If there were any imprudent or im-
pulsive statements or actions made by individuals in December
of '41 and the spring of '42, I sincerely believe they were
influenced by patriotism and the national welfare.

I have not had the liberty to read Mr. Grodzins' "Americans
Betrayed" and therefore am not familiar with the passages
referred to in your letter. However, we are reviewlng the
minutes of the Association for 1941 and subsequent years to
ascertaln if there was any action taken at all relative to
the Japanese question. If we find anything relative to this
subject at all we will be very happy to give you the informa-
tion, and we will be pleased to be of whatever assistance
possible in helping you to obtain the true facts and circum-
stances pertinent to your inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

GROWER-SHIPPER VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION

Segretary-Manager




424 wheeler Hall
12 Auwsust 1949

Fr. Floyd Oles
Copenhagen, lenmark

Dear lre Oles:

A few weeks sgo & book was published by the University of
Chicago Press, entitled "Americans Betrayed”, by one lorton Crodzins.
Dealing with the evscustion of the Japaness=Americans from the west
const in the months sfter Pearl Farbor, it presented the thesis that
evecus tion was brought sbed prizerily beecsuse public opinion demanded
it, snd that public opinion wee fevorsble to evacustion vecause of the
agltetion of “pressure groupe” scting for “"economienlly selfish motives."
ihe suthor sttempts 1o show thet farm snd business orgeniszeiions, alded
b, politicians, stirred up the public inte demanding evacuation.

A colleague snd I, going over the evidence, felt thet it was fer
from pound »nd in looking into the matter came to the conclusion tlat
rodgine thesls wne frlse in stating that public opinion was formed by

 the agitation of farm and businese organisstions. We find that pudlie
opinion favored evacuation &t the end of January, 1942, and that the
ssolutions, steotements, snd the like of politicians and organizstions
came after the tide of opinion had set in. “here was no evidence %o
ghow that thke so-callael "prossure groups” had ncted before puvlic
pinion ehenped; everybody came %o the decision about the same time.

Towever, in reading your testimony before the Tolan Coummittee
you stated that 1t was your belief that various farm groups or interesis
were worklng for evacumtion. T regret thot I do not have the Hearings
e% hand but as I recall it you steted thet you received material in the
pail from Ualifornia et the time (Jamuery ana Februsxy, 1942 | showing
that farm groups were stirring up sentiment for evacuatione

e would be very much interested in knowing about this m=terial
and heering from you of your knowledge of this scliiviiy. It would be
eapecially importent te find out if such zgitation for evacuation cams
in Jannery, If it csme in Februsry, them since the tide of opinion had
changed 1t would serve to show that these grouaps sgresd witlh others; 4s
I mentioned above, we find juig ing fyrom latters to Congressmen, to the
Depte of Justice, srticles mand letters to the editor in newspapers, etCs
that the laest week of Januarv saw a sharp rise in evacuation demmnds and
discussions durirne the 7irst three weeks, theie were very few.

Any informetion vou emn give us about this matter would be deeply
apprecimted, or sny sugsestions you might have ag L0 where we might look
for evdience or with whom we might corresponds OSince I sw goin; to be
away this year, kindly address my colleague, Prof. Jacotug tenProek,
lepts of Speech, Univ. of Celifornia, Berkeley 4, Calirornia, U.S.h.

Eincarely




;, FLOYD OLES August 1lst 1949

DAMPFERGEVEJ 27, FRIHAVNEN
COPENHAGEN

. DENMARK

TEL. PALZE 9813

To:

fdward N. Barnhart,

Assistant Professor,

Department of Speech, 424 Wheeler Hall,
University of California,

Berkeley 4, California, USA.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of 18 July 49, directed to the Washington Produce
Shippers Assn., has been forwarded to me here.

I should be glad to hear from you, on whatever subject may
have been in mind when your letter was written.

Sincerely yours,




~ SALINAS NEWSPAPERS, INC.

MERRITT C. SPEIDEL, President
PAUL H. CASWELL, Publisher

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA
May 8, 1951

Dear Mr. Barnharts

I will attempt to a degree to give you some of the pertinent facts
regarding the Japanese matters mentioned in your recent letter.

It was at the outbreak of the Japanese war, immediately following
Pearl Harbor, when all the Japanese in the Monterey, Santa Cruz and
San Benito county area were brought here to Salinas and confined in
hastily erected barracks for safe keeping. Several months later they
were dispersed to inland states. There were approximately 6000 in
the round-up. Feeling against the Japanese here was very bitter
because the Salinas Tank Corprhad been taken prisoner on Bataan

and were among those on the terrible "death march". Naturally the
feeling against the Japanese became very heated and a "Monterey Bay
Council on Japanese Relations, Inc." was organized to protest return
of alien Japanese.

The Monterey Bay council, which had an extensive membership, stated
its purposes in various newspaper articles and advertisements. We
quotes

"The general purposes of the lMonterey Bay Council on
Japanese Relations are:

To conduct by all proper and lawful means an educational
program regarding the background, history, pre-war activities
and future disposition of Japanese in the United States of
America,

To Exercise All Iegal Means--

(1) To discourage the return to the Pacific Coast of
any person of Japanese ancestry, except those in the uniform
of the Armed Services and those of unquestioned loyalty to the
United States and our people.

(2) To insist upon the deportation after the war of all
alien Japanese whose beliefs make impossible their loyalty
to the United States and those whose past affiliation or actions
have demonstrated interest inimical to the welfare of the United
States.




(3) To insist upon the strict supervision and regulation
by local, State and Federal Government of all Japanese schools,
societies, and organizations in this country.

(4) To promote further legislation and insist upon strict
enforcement of existing laws so as to completely eliminate dual
citizenship.

(5) To strengthen and demand strict enforcement of existing
alien land laws.

(6) To insist upon institution of escheat proceedings in all
proper cases.!

You will note from this statement that emphasis was placed on alien
Japanese.

May we refer youavlf you wish to know more about un-Amerlcan activities,
as they refer to’Japanese problems in Callfornla, that you secure a
pamphlet of that title published by the Senate of the State of California.
In 1945 this was available through J. A. Beek, secretary, State Senate,
Sacramento. Likewise you will find in the state library all copies of
our newspaper during the year of 1945. Therein are the advertisements
mentioned above. We do not have any extra copies available here.

You may be interested to know that only a handful of Japanese has returned
to this area out of the original 6000.

In a Salinas Californian editorial, March 9, 1945, I mentioned that,
"Japanese atrocity pictures are too horrible to publish. We trust that
the Japanese will not come back here for fear the law will not be able
to protect them."

We must emphasize, in conclusion, that never once did the Monterey Bay
Council advocate discrimination against loyal citizens, regardless of
race, creed or color.

Sincerely yours,

SALINAS NEWSPAPERS, INC.

(i

Paul H. Caswell
PHC s ww Publisher

Mr. Edward N. Barnhart

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Speech
University of California

L2l Wheeler Hall

Berkeley, California
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: MTT Western Grower and Shipper

606 SOUTH HILL STREET, LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA + TUCKER 1194

\\ S|NESS MAGAZINE OF THE WESTERN ROW CROP INDUSTRY
May 1L, 1951

ARDEN K. LANHAM,
publlshel

CAY BALDWIN, circulation manager

Published by Western Grower

and Shipper Publishing Co., Inc. Mr. Edward N. Barnhart
Officers L2l Wheeler Hall
A.T. ARENA, president University of California

C. B. MOORE, 1st vice-president Berkeley h California
MARSHALL ANDERSON, 2nd vice-president ’

F. W. CASTIGLIONE, secretary
RICHARD A. WALDSMITH, treasurer Dear Mr, Barnhart:

I'm afraid there is very little help I can offer
you in your study of attitudes toward the Jap-
anese,

There has been a complete change of personnel

on the staff of Western Grower & Shipper since

the writing of the article you quote, and I've

no way to give you more information on the "opera-
tions" or "motives" refered to so broadly.

Surely, though, you should find it not too diffi-
cult to find people living in the districts where
the Japanese held lands who could readily explain
the "attitudes" and "motivesy I'm sure you can
understand that a man employed by any of the various
associations of people who might possibly be inter-
ested in removing the Japanese from an area (to
remove competition or whatever other reason they
might have) would be somewhat cautious in commenting
on "motives."

For more detailed information, I think you might
find local newspaper editors, reporters, farm equip-
ment people, and so on, good sources of information,

I do not know what resolution may have been passed
by the Board of Directors of Western Growers Associ-
ation. However, you are quite right in assuming that
the Association supplies information to its members
through bulletins from time to time. Our magazine
keeps no file of these, Any information pertaining
to the activities of the Association would have to be
obtained from Mr, C.B, Moore who is Managing Director

of the Association.
Very truly, / 2 :

Arden K. Lanham

WESTERN GROWER and SHIPPER is
the only agricultural trade magazine
which completely covers the tremen-
dous California and Arizona vegetable
and melon growing, packing and ship-
ping industry, as well as the leading
receivers, brokers and wholesalers

of America.




1., Agricultural trade associations

Available information indicates that in 1941-42 there were

| :
' ' probably close to 100 food and agricultural trade associations in

California.
The most recent list, the "Directory: Trade
Associations and Sim lar Profesaional and Service
Groups in California "(Calif. State Chamber of
Commerce, December, 1949) 1ists 102 ”agricultural
orgqni7atione compo sed of /"ecommodity groups" and

#» 58
44 "cooperatives" Ahs_ianst_susauéiroe%ery*mmaﬂ

463 Not included in these Tigures
are farmers organiVations.

Evidences at hand shows that of these organizations, 1.
)@E.uuﬂcuci

expresschguhii-liiw on the Japanese nroblemgand the officlals
et ?«,x_..uﬁu.
i

of another worked for Japanexe sclusion, /{ :

rnd’

The Western Grower Association (prior to January, 1943, the
Western Growers Protective Association), which describes itself
on its letter-hsad as representing "The vegetable and melon
industry of California and Arizona" came out publically in favor
of the exclusion of all Japanese from the coast, and its president

was active in writing various public officials urging this action.

On January 3 Mr. S.J.Christierson, president, wrote to the
chairman of the lionterey County Defense Committee, in answer to
his request "for a statement regarding the importance of Japanese
vegetabls growers in the vegetable production outlook for 1942."
Christierson held that"the dangsr of possible food (vegetable)
shortange by reason of elimination of Japanese growers has been
unduly magnified...I do not believe that any serlouns dislocation
will occur if these alisn Japanese growers are promptly eliminated."

’ (Latter to L.W.Wing, January 3, 1942)
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On January 3, Christierson sent a copy of this letter to
. Attorney General Warren with the comment

We know that you have interested yourself in this
Japanese situation both from a patriotic standpoint
and from the point of view of enforcing the long
dormant Alien Land Law, We trust that your office
will make a sincere effort to eliminate as many
of these undesirable aliens from the lands of California
as is possible at this time. Let me assure you that
our entire Organization., cmhohxbdhxifixhohehiBbhmbmheirx
shiholmpxaphrhxhimathxly ...1s behind you souarely in
any action you see fit to take in this matter, looking
toward the elimination of these allien enemies in our
midst.(3)

S e i R T ——— r——: 1
(3] S.J.Christi ) S.J.Christierson to Earl Warren, Jamuary 3 1942, O

\

L

The subject of concern here is the Japanese alienyﬁ‘qher!"t!”no

On January 10 Christierson wrote to Wil1liam Cecil, Director
of the State Department of Agriculture complaining that in &Fﬂnghﬁ
statement he had said that 40% of the vegetables grown in
California were produce by Japanese. He said that he hoped Ceell
had been =asesnspesepenhsiix misquoted

because a statement of that sort coming from the State
Department of Agriculture would be rather unfortunate

for the vegetable industry of California, particularly

as the vegetable industry ever since December 7 has joined
In every movement to eliminate Japanese growers from the
wegetable picture and to move them at least 300 miles

East from the Pacific coastline or preferably, in my
opinion, 300 miles due West,

He smmidgwemx coes on to point out that

everyone 1s fearful of the reaction that just such a
statement as yours would produce in Eastern markets.

As you well know, propaganda 1s being disseminated
throughout the east to the effect that the vegetable
business of California is Japaness controlled and for
that reason should be boycotted...it is entirely possible
that your statement mav produce a hoyeott of California
vegetables in Eastern markets (4)

(4] s.V.Christierson to William Cecil, January 10, 1942
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On January 22 Mr. Christierson wrote to Congressman John
v

¥ ’|Lf 2/

Z. Anderson. After commenting on Congressman‘! Ford's statement
that he would Murge government officilals to move all Japanese,
native born and alien, to concentration camps" and claiming that

"it 1s not beyond the realm of possibility that at least 25,000
X by by exchanging civilian clothing for uniforms are
of these Janqnese.3A .mmmmembers of the Japanese armed forces"
full fledged

he urges the following program:

1. That all Japanese, whether natlional or native bornm,
be required to register, producling American birth
certificates, and all those who cannot produce
American bith certificates, immedlately be placed
in concentration camps at least 300 miles west (;xj
of the Pacific -Coast line,

2, That al! American born Japanese be reruired to report
to local police authorities at 1east once a week.

3, That no Japanese be permitted to l1save t'e community
where residing without a police permit and no Japrnese
be perwitted to work in defense industries,

4, That all Japanese be recuested to move inland at

least 300 miles and no Japanese be permitted within
300 miles of the Pacific Coast line under death
penalty.
Two other points called for the prohibition of firearms to Japanese
and the placing of their funds and properties in the hands of the

alien custodian.

On January 30 Christierson wrote to Warren answering a letter
alien 1land holdings
from him inculring about the location of /Japanese in various areas
in California. He sent a map "showing the location of various

Japanese controlled areas in the vicinity of Salinas"




On Fesb., 8 the Board of Directors adopted a resolution favoring

i ] Holding that "no individual alien

the exclusion of all Japanese. lHHolding that "n ndividual B
no individual American cltizen of Japanese parentage

Japanese or..

. n 1
can be judged as to his loyalty solely by past experience” the

resolution affirmed that N
N

pr g &

a good proportion of h“oth alien Japanese and

American citizens are loyal to the United States of
America, yet...some percentage of both aliens and
citizens of Japanese parentage mav be more loyal to
Japan., Consequently...the association petitions that
all alien Japanese and American citize of Japanese
parentage be removed to a point where...bhere may

be no possibility of such disloyal action affecting
the security of the United States. (3)

(8) Tolan Hearings, p. 11005

The Western Grower and Shipper, the monthly publication of the

assoclation, did not publish thils resolution nor did it express
any stand on mevacuation in 1ts editorials in the issues of early
1942, 1In 1ts 1ssue of February, 1942, the editorial criticized
"commercial interests" for interjecting themselves into the
argument for or against evacuation for "selfish reasons." It
claimed that the removals of enemy aliens carried out by the
Justice Department were the result of federal investigation

"with certain cooperating but vocally silent cilvilian help,"

and were "not the result.of the pressure of civillan groups."




e, On February IVE several days after General
DeWitt had made his recommendation for evacuation and the day

on which Justice and War Departments concurred in the decisizgg

Christierson
km /wrote to Congressman Anderson urging that energetic action

be taken to promote mass evacuation. CB\thiﬁﬁ}dd ZD**“~MLY
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This record of activity scarcely justifies the charge by
Grodzins that the organization "bent every effort to foster the
evacuation of all Japanese from the state"., The character of the
activities for which there 1s evidence shows no great determination
or concentrated effort. The-pro-evacuation resolution was not ke
adopted until Fabruary 8, two months after the Pearl Harbor assault,
The resolution was not even printed in the associations's house-
organ. There was not even an editorial in the magazine urging
mass evacuation; unless other means of contacting the members was
taken this shows no great interest in rousing them to support the
measure. Further, RnandsdmmmehelartEssonXEXasht the evidence does
not show that President Christierson advocated mass evacuation
before January 22. His activities before that data were writing
letters, one of which urged the enforcement of the Alien Land Law

. and the other two dealt with Japanese agricultural production
and sought to minipize it. His concern here was eiplicitly
motivated by a desire to avoid a boycott of California vegetables; §?
i1f 1t was advanced as a gr-und for evacuation it is noteable that .
such a policy was not mentioned in the letters. There 1s no
evidence of any publically released statements by Christierson
or other company officials nor maeting?with military officers
in urging the policy. i s i ————— s
It 1s true that in his letter of Januaig,Christierson said
to Cecil that "the vegetable industry ever since December 7
has jointed in every movement to eliminate Japanese
growers from the vegetables picture and to move them

at least 300 miles East from the Pacific coastline.

There is no evidence atllgszﬁo show what these "movements" might

‘.\ o shoy
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H.2. Harris, Secy-ligr of

The Associated Produce De=alers and Broskrs of Los Angeles

Femm——

wrote to Warren on February 18 in answer to a request from him

for information about "#hat might be expected to happen in the
5 .

Los Angelas mar

Lo

ket with respect ‘o feeding themmetropollitan area

1f a1l Japanese wars removed from the producing, wholesaling and

retailing of fresh vegetables." Harris cont inued

Indicentally, might I say this 1s mow an academic
auestion, because if the proper anthorities do not
take prompt steps to remove all Japanese, whether
alien or citizens, from the coastal areas of this
state, it seems inevitable that they will be removed
in the near future b the public at large either through
violence or insistent popular demand, 1 say thls because
the general public are much more aporehensive of the
continued presence of Japanese ru ning at large, with the
most nominal supervision, than the people in thils

industry, who know the JdJapnese characteristics and
traits much more than the

general public and on the
basis

of this information shou'd he more apnreshensive
than the general public,

X

The Souterhn €alifornia Floral Association released a

mimedgraphed paper:, undated, complaining asbout Japanese competition

in“tHis industry but mMaking no recommendation for exclusion or

internment.




Grower-Shipper m t) s (
\-_'-—’_—______:ﬂ—' Bt g

On December 23, 1941, President E M.Seifert, Jr. wrote to
Congressman Anderson urging that some action be taken with regard
to the Japanese, stating that

It 1s far better to make the mistake of putting all
Japanese under strict and rigid sssss government control
and supervision than it would be to h-ve made the mistake

of not having done it and too late find it should have
been done. (1)

TI) Seifert to Anderson, Decenber 23, 1941

on December 31 F'ﬁ”, _<173~ _  h_ 1 wrote to the
congressman again 1nform1nglh1m of a joint meeting in Salinas
of the association, the chamber of commerce, and the Sallnas
Citizens Association at which a resolution had been adopted

calling for. s-.

(2) Grodzints claims M8 that this resolution indorsed the
"recommendation of the Los #ngsles Chamber of Commerce calling

for the mass internment of Japanese Americans."(p.28)
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This cammot be the case since, as Grodzins himself
points out (p. 34) it was not until February that the
Chamber as a whole went on record favoring evacuation.
Grodzins may have been thinking of the recommdnation
of the Agricultural Committee but this did not favor

mass evacuation, only the placing of "Japanese nationals"
"inder absolute federal control." (p. 34)

on Jaunary 10 President Seifert wrote to Willlam Cecil
protesting the latter's quoted statement to the effect that the
Japanese were large producers of California vegetables, dﬁ.ﬂi‘ﬁ.‘
HfssanmanbemuosyestnwmEnkhe, Seifert feared that such information
"would very easily result in a boycott all over the United States
on the part of housewives as well as retailers =nd wholesalers
of California vegetables". He rerucsted Cecil to "release statements
which will be accurate and which will avoid any possibility of
boysotting or misleading the army restraining its important
action against enemy aliens for which we could very well at a

later date be extremely sorry." (3)

(3) Letter, Seifert to Cecil, January 10, 1942

On January 15, President Seifert wrote to Mr. F.B.Sun,
Secretary of the Filipino Labor Supply Associatlon of Los
Angeles, shortly before that organization's convention, and
indicated his sympathy with Filipino sentiment Xkxk in holding
that A1l true Americans feel just like you do...we want

the Japanese taken out of our midst as completely
ms possible.

In answering the ouestion how this 1s to be done, Seifert

wrote that
In any action that we contemplate, we must take into
consideration the laws of our country. These laws
must be complied with, but let us not forget that they
can be changed, and during emergencies many times are
completely abrogated.

After mentioning various actions taken against the Japanese,
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such as refushing to buy from them or work with them, he

says that "all of which action apparently is justified, but

. does not accomplish what we are after." which is that

for the protection of the loyal Japanese and for the
protection of American citizens, especlally those on the
Pacific Coast, all Japenese, regardless of nationality
should be placed somewhere in the interior of the United
States, either interned or/ecmually e‘fective supervision

(under?)

so that they would be powerless to take any action against
American lives or proerty.

Seifert then suggests that the convention frame resolutions along
federal and state
the lines indicated and send them to the President, to/ﬁongressmen,

and to General DeWitt. He closes in sugresting again "that you

do not take any action which might be in Wolation
of our laws, (4)

(4] Letter, Seifertm to Cecil, January 15

On January 16, Seifert wrote to Congressman Anderson enclosing
his letter to Sun, remarking that it is almost self-explanatory

but does not "show the real reason for (it), which is to stop,
if possible, a general boycott, which we do not feel
would be productive of good and might defeat our
immediate objective, which is the complete removal
{ of Jananese from California,

#fimmw He knows that the congressman "is going to take the necessary
action to make California safe for Americans" and continues

Believe me, when I say that this letter and the letter
to the Filipinos...is not prompted in any way with the
thought of using the present emergency as a means of
eliminating Japanese competition. We believe, however,
for the protection of future generations of Californians

and Americans, no Japanese even though he be “orn in
America, should be permitted to own land., Why? Pecause
who 1is there to tell which if any Japsnese -re at all
loyal to the United States, but who instead are un-
doubtedly loyal to Japan,

If the Japanese can own land, they will eventually outrnumber the
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whites; they cannot be assimilated. wl@ Filipinos in the

Imperial Valley were known to have drawn lots to kill individual
Japanese but were stopped in time. JilRsie When casualty lists
and reports of atrocities come in, it will be surpring if such
actions do not increase sharply.

To mvoid that thing, .sakkxispunsam as well as for
definite safety measures as outlined in our letter
to the Filipinos, 2ll Japanese should be empounded
or interned, restricted, confiled...that will make
them powerless and talke them out of the reach of
those who might seek to destroy them for revenge.

Feeling against the Japanese is running "higher and higher".

I am fully aware that the American born Japanese has

as much rights under the Constitution as I have or

you have, but cerftainly something can be done to remove
the threat that hangs over our heads and also, to
protect the same Japanese who has American citizens'
rights.(5)

T5) Letter, Seifert to Cecil, January 16

—

On January 26 and 27 3 BnsxERRPEFE again wrote to

Congressman Anderson urging action, and again on February 13

this time taking the stand that

We must rid out country of them, take from them all rights
and privileges of citizens and when the war 1s over, send
them hack to Japan...We must not have any Japanese in our
country and I enlist your support to bring this about and
assure you that this feeling is rapidly becoming popular
in the minds of our citizens.(é) ?1 Jo
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You and I and thousands of othar Californians know
that if the Japs are permitted to own or lease land
(when I say Japs I mean American born as well as aliens)
it will only be a question of tine when they will own
all of the best farming land on the Pscific Coast...

I am thinking of the generations of Amesricans to come
who altho they are not yet here, are looking to us to
protect them and keep our heloved country in our hands

and not give 1t away to the Japs.

s )

(p®
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There is no evidence that this association undertook any

public action. It did not pass a resolution by its board of

directors according to its Secretary-Manager, who "was in Salinas
(orly wasa)
during this period andAaanure that the...Association...and its

membership did not take any official or unofficial action in the
evacuation or maneuvers to obtain the eveocuation. Any actions
or representations credited to the Agsociation were done by

individuals as individuals." (7)

{77 Letter, Jack E. Bilas, Secretary Manager, July 28, 1949

cm—

Frank J. Taylor (satEvePost May 9, 1942) wrote of the activities
of the Association:

From whit e vegetable growers 1 heard the other side

of ths story. The oSalinas Vegetable Grower-Shipper
Association had just published a brochure entitled NO

JAPS NEEDED to counteract a widespread impression that
Californiaians would go hungry if the Japanese truck
gardaners ware removed..."Only four and a half per cent of
all the vegetables grown in the Unilted “tatss areproduced
by California Japanese, or under Japanese influence in
California", the Grower-Shippar Association concluded,"If
all vegetable acreage produced, controlled or influsnced
by Japanese were completely eliminated, the loss in
available food supply to the United Stated and Canda would
he insighnificant."

Mme dislike of the militant Grower-Shipper Assocaltion
for the valley's Japsnese farmers 1s an old and bitter
one., +ihe association is composed of a few score large-
scale white growers who lease lands, produce lettuce,
carrots and other fresh vegetables the year round in the
Salinas, Imperial and Salt Rimer valleys for the Eastern
markets...

At one time the lettuce growers, like the sugar-beet

growers, depended upon Japanese for fleld labor. As the

Japanese, one by one, became farmers in their own right,
and cémpetitors, t eir places in the fleld were taken by
Mexican and Filipino labor, W ite men and women, largely
Oklahomans ,-handled the trirmming, icing and crating in the
packing plants, but they were never able to endure the
back=breaking s toop work in the field. Only the short-
lagged Japs could take that,

Shortly after December seventh the association dispatched

its managing secretary, Austin B : - F
» Anson, to Washington




w.,
Grodzins (27) claims that

The Grower->hippers managing secretary, Austin
Anson, was reported to be in Washington shortly after
Pearl Harbor pressing home to federal authorities the
necessity of removing all Japanese from the viecinity
of the Salilnas flelds, which he argued were an especially
dangerous area since the Valley sloped into bionterey
Bay.

to urge the Federal authoritiss to wmmm
remove all Japanese from the area. Angilsees

to the War and Navy departments, the A

General, to every congressman who wauld

listen to him, how the Salinas Valley sloped g
of f into Monterey Ray, a most inviting landigs
place for an invading army; how the valleyfi§#®
Japanese, 1f they chose to do so, might blow

up bridges, disrupt trafflc and sabotage defense.

"Wwetre charged with wanting to get rid
of the Japs for selfish reasons," Anson told me. "We might as well
be honest.® We do, It's a nuestion of whether the white man lives
on the Pacific Coast or the brown men. They came into thisvalley
to work, and they stayed to take over, They offar higher prices
and higher rents than the white man can pay for land. They under-

sell the white man in the markets They can do this bscause they
raise their own labor. They work their woman and children while
thes white farmer has tn pay wages for his help. 1If all the Japs
'ars removed tomorrow, we'd never miss them in two weeks, because
the whlte farmers can “alke over and produce everything the Jap

grows. And we dont want them back when the war ends, either,”
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According to the
there were approximately . . . food and agri aaltural organizations
in Oregon during 1941-1942,

There is no evidence that any of these groups expressed them-

selves publically on the desireability for ewacuation.

wash l

According to the...
there were approximately . . . food and agricultural organizations

in Washington in 1941-42,

sally tn Fa
Three
= organizations in this ¢éategory expressed thesmselves with

One oo s
regard to the Japanese matter, -immewsese in ‘avor of sxcluding

- =
Japanese alisns while two were opnosed. The Eastern Washington Beet

Gowoers Assoclation wired Governor Langlis on Febhruary 4 urging
that he "use his"influence with the Attorney General in having the
enemy allens of this vallsy removed from the
deslignated war zone. On a number of occasions
we have had race troubles in this valley and as
many of our boys are on the Japanese battle front,
the faeling here 1s getting to he very tense. If the
Japanese wsasre to bomb some of our coast cities it
would surely lead %o 2 race war in this district.

Floyd Ol=s, manager of
Two associations opposed exclusion. The Vashington Produce

Shippers Association of Seattle, testifying at the Tolan hearings
on Feb. 28 (Tolan 11422) express=d vonfidesnce in the work of the
FBI and approved a plan of setting up desf=nss zones and licensing

loyal and #ssential persons to work within it,







It is the writer's belief that these aliens, supervised
as they are by the FBI, or as they may be by additional
administrative provisions, are certainly no detriment to

the public security when they are dlgging in the soil in
agricultural areas,

He condemn=d wholesala evacuation and a1 oted Biddle to .the effect
that it would ba "an''aconomic wadte and a stuvnid error.'"  Dangarous
aliens should certain be removed to a distance; loyal Japanese could

be sapasrated from disloyal., and attention sYould be given to other

dangerous persons than- Japanese; He also indic ated that in his
opinion evacuation was bsing urged by commercial-interests,in
California cting for selfis» motives but gave no detalls or evidence

for thls charge

Protective
The Olympia Oystsr Growers Assoc of Shelton, Washington,
surplied a statement for
A the Tolan hearings (Tolan 11283) on
prepared by J.B.Bowman., an officer of the assoclation.
"There has been so much clamor for the removal of
all Japm sse from the cnastal area that we have hesitated
to ask for the privilege of appeari g before your
committee in behal f of our emnlovees. Howasver, the
problem of securing other help here and of finding
localities which are wi' ing to receive the Japansse
evacuees sesms to be so great that we now fael we
should now state our case and ask vour consideration
of* our problem,

He priased the industry and law-ahidingness of the Japanese and
stated that the oyster industry would —gumeesiiis be "'practically

paraloyzed. He hoped that 1fit 1is necessary to remove the Japansse,

that they be given"full protection of person and property."
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From "Directory; Trade Associations and Simllar Professional and
Service Groups in California." (California State Chamber of
Commerce, November, 1947)
(Available in Soc.Sciences Ref.Service
Reading Room, General Library)
Case 103/ Box 2b)

bt

Agricultural organizations (Page 1) _#//ﬂfﬁfijy

A.General 4 5 o

B, Commodity Groups 45 \/ [T pe
C. Cooperatives :

lenufacturing Organizations (Page 11)
A. Yeneral
B. Food and beverages (pege 13)
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Tood &
Agricultural Trade Associstions and Orgenizations

Grodzins mentions various "sgriculiural" groups as being among

. AL
he "most active proponents of mass evacuastion. (page 21; ;
the ' B ti t I t { 21; book)

Le deals at length with Western Srowers Association (pages 22-25; book(;

B
with Grower-Shipper Vegetable Association (pages 25-30; book);

—

(3]
'ﬁ’ He also mentions a numbe'r/of other organizations (footnote 43;

page 343 book) describing them as having "mem’bership{in competition

with Japanese Americans."”

@ g Southern California Floral Associatio i ] ‘| ogfz i EA,/ v

The se were:"active in fostering the evacuation".

Seattle Hetail Florists Associstion T

' olan 11610 A4 2
'6\/2' _,,w?awuﬂ:g,hmx?ag p

@ )CJ?L Valley Protective Association (Auburn, Washington o Tolan 11520 A4, 3
o

in Grodzins 1ISS or book %
a( I do not find mention/of tle following which are reported in E’
!

the Tolan Hear ings:

e
o~

O ¢ 5

| > vy : H.q
@ ')E’,Q-.—iz’ Salinas Valley Vegetable Exchange - . %Amﬂ&w. E:,: Tolan 11284

2e .
7 m 4 -“iasr_xing'ton Produce <Shippers Assoc -,ﬁn&.ﬁ 9&9; Lroe .
Olympia Oyster Growers Assoc. Tolan 11263
. —op aw good : £y y
M—‘Q-Q-AJ OJ-& /Gcllu ‘@—QM&AN? ’ 3 }‘

4
)

~ 5
Tolen 11422’4-4- |
u,/ {

g Grodzins mentions testimony of H.L.Strobel before Tolan Committee A

(11087). Strobel said he was "speaking for vegeteble interests of lonterey )
A

J

Summe ry 54:7 F& ‘ |

S e

County" rather then ss representative of Aseociated Farmers, of which he

hed been an executive committee member for many years.
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. Combat Zone—from which all Japs are banned.

“mn Restricted Area—where Japs must avoid military objectives.

D Resettlement Area—where Japs will be placed for the duration.

THE PEOPLE NOBODY WANTS

An on-the-spot observer tells what happened in the

lives of more than 100,000 Japanese when they

were ordered out of the Pacific Coast Combat Zone.

By FRANK J. TAYLOR

Witt, chief of the Western Defense Com-
mand, ordered the removal of all persons of
Japanese blood from the Pacific Coast Combat
Zone, chunky little Takeo Yuchi, largest Japanese
farmer in ‘““the Salad Bowl of the Nation,” Cali-
fornia’s Salinas Valley, was wrangling over the tele-
phone with a produce buyer in San Francisco.
“That fellow purchases for the Navy,” he said,
slamming down the phone. “He wants me to grow
more Australian brown onions because the Navy
needs them. The Army tells us to evacuate our
farms right now. Just where do we stand, anyway?”
In a dozen areas, from San Diego to Seattle, set
apart on Pacific Coast defense maps as ““Japanese
islands,” thousands of American citizens of Nippon-
ese extraction were faced with similar dilemmas.
The Nisei, or second-generation Japanese, had long
anticipated that the Issei, or Japan-born aliens,
would be ordered from the coast defense zone. But
not that American citizens might go with them.
Like Takeo Yuchi, they were stunned.
The evacuation order from the Army was an un-
questioned military necessity. Too many mysterious

ON THE fateful day that Lt. Gen. John L. De

messages between unidentified ships at sea and
secret radio stations on the shore had been inter-
cepted to leave any doubt about the presence of
Nipponese undercover agents on the Pacific Coast.
Coincidences between ship departures and sub-
marine attacks outside Pacific ports added up to
the same thing.

Too many times glassy-smooth seas, making the
take-off of planes from submarines possible, co-
incided with detection of unidentified planes over
West Coast cities. The shelling of oil tanks by sub-
marines off the Southern California shore synchro-
nized suspiciously with intercepted messages about
Army movements. The complete absence of sabo-
tage on the Pacific Coast merely convinced mili-
tary authorities of one thing: that saboteurs were
being held under wraps by Japanese agents until the
order came from Tokyo to strike. There was only
one sure way to remove this hazard, and General
De Witt took it.

His order arbitrarily transplanted 112,905 of the
127,000 people of Japanese ancestry who live in the
country. At least half of them were rooted in the
soil; the rest were fishermen, merchants, hotelkeep-

ers, nurserymen, gardeners or in domestic service.
It temporarily deprived 71,896 American citizens
of their constitutional rights. It launched in its
course the greatest hurry-up mass hegira this coun-
try has seen—one that will change the economies of
the Western United States permanently in some
respects, as was evident in miecrocosm from the
effect of the order on the life of Takeo Yuchi and
the men and women, both white and Japanese, with
whom he did business.

“Tak’s going to leave a hole here when he pulls
out,” a professional man who went to school with
Yuchi told me the day De Witt's order came
through. “I’ve known him ever since he was the
best sprinter in Salinas High."”

Deposing an Onion King

EST year Yuchi and the 125 Japanese who work
on his farms raised 70,000 bags of onions. The
Navy bought the entire crop because the Australian
browns in which he specializes have tough, hard
skins and they keep well on long voyages. Yuchi’s
farms also grew 2700 carloads of lettuce—about
one tenth of the Salinas Valley output—which
other Japanese, young American-born men and
women, packed and shipped in a modern mech-
anized packing plant. Yuchi likewise planted 300
acres of beets, ‘“to sweeten the soil,” as he says, but
the beets also helped to relieve the sugar shortage
to the extent of more than 2,000,000 pounds, refined
at the near-by Spreckels factory. His 1942 onion
crop was already in the ground when the evacua-
tion order came. The crop will top 1941’s if by
next August his white partner, Tom Bun, can find




Too many mysterious messages between unidentified ships at sea and secret radio stations on the shore made the

Jap evacuation a military necessity. Here a Jap family clings o its belongings under the watchful eye of the M.P.

workers to harvest them after the Japanese have
migrated over the mountains.

Still in his thirties, Yuchi already had wrested a
fortune estimated at a quarter of a million dollars
from the Salinas Valley soils. His father, Tsuru-
matsu Yuchi, left Japan in 1898, worked briefly in
the Hawaiian sugar-cane fields, then joined a gang
in the California beet fields of doughty Claus
Spreckels, who pioneered the beet-sugar industry in
this country. When the white men’s backs broke
thinning the beets, Spreckels used Chinese. The
Chinese soon quit the fields for the ecities, and
preckels brought in Japanese to save his business.
The Spreckels mill, largest beet-sugar factory in the
country, has tried Hindus, Mexicans, Filipinos,
Okie and Arkie migrants, both white and black.
Charles L. Pioda, veteran manager of the plant,
says that the Japanese were the most efficient field
workers the company ever employed.

But Tsurumatsu Yuchi, like the other Nipponese
who worked in the beets, had come to America to
make a quick bank roll with which to return to
Japan and buy a small farm or retire. They soon
discovered that the riches of “Gold Mountain,” as
both the Chinese and Japanese called California,
weren’t to be won by working for the white bosses.
So, loving the thick black earth that the white man
farmed so prodigally, Tsurumatsu Yuchi invested
his hard-earned savings in a few acres of land, then
sent for a pieture bride from Japan. Tsurumatsu
was much older than his wife, which is true of many
of the fathers of Nisei, and he passed away soon
after his son, Takeo, finished high school. When
Takeo took over the operations, the elder Yuchi was
farming 100 aeres with the aid of a small tractor.

“1 still keep that old tractor,” Yuchi told me with
pride. “We're farming two thousand acres now
with fifty tractors, eighteen trucks and six pickups.
Over two hundred families make a living out of
this operation. Now what are they going to do?”

Yuchi has been operating all year round, just as
the white Salinas Valley grower-shippers do, by
maturing lettuce erops in the Imperial Valley and
Arizona's Salt River Valley in midwinter. Fore-
seeing the evacuation of aliens from the Pacific
Coast, he advised many of his workers to head
East with their families this winter, instead of re-
turning to California when the Arizona deal ended.
A number of them took his advice, but in New
Mexico they were turned back by No Japs
WANTED signs.

The Shadow on the Valley

UCHI'S own family, consisting of his alien
mother, his Salinas-born wife, his eight-year-old
daughter, six-year-old son and a baby daughter,
is an average California-Japanese household. His
wife’s brother, Hideo Abe, is in the Army. His
younger brother, Masao, was called in by the local
draft board for his physical examination the day I
was there. Only rarely has a Japanese been turned
down for physical reasons. Farm work has kept
them fit. Of the 21,000 Japanese families on the
Pacific Coast, one in every five has contributed a
son to the Army.
“Well, are you going to go voluntarily or wait
until the Army evacuates you?” I asked.
“It’s a tough one to figure out,” Yuchi replied.
“I’'m American. I speak English better than I do

Japanese. I think in English, not Japanese. Maybe
the easiest way out is to forget about onions for
the Navy and join the Army too.”

After leaving the Yuchi household, I ealled on
another Nisei, Dr. Harry Y. Kita, a dentist. At
least a dozen Salinas people had told me, “If there’s
one good Jap in this town, it's Doe Kita.” Prior to
Pearl Harbor, Kita, a University of California
graduate, enjoyed a thriving practice. Half of the
patients who sat in his three chairs were whites.
Since then, most of them had been from the Japa-
nese community.

“I haven’t much praectice left,” said Kita, with a
laugh. The Japanese-Americans always laugh when
they speak of their adversities since Pearl Harhor —
a hearty but forced laugh. “I understand why it
is,”” he continued. “I feel American. I think Amer-
ican. I talk American. My only connection with
Japan is that I look Japanese.”

“Could you tell a good Japanese from a bad
one?” I asked him.

“No more than you could,” he replied. “But if
I knew one who was disloyal to this country, you
can bet I'd turn him in.”

Doctor Kita took me out to his home to show
that he “lives American.” The house was a low,
attractive, six-room place, built in 1938 with a
$6500 FHA loan. There wasn’'t a Japanese touch
anywhere. His vivacious young wife, Fumiko, born
and raised in Watsonville, was as American in man-
ner as any white woman in town. Mrs. Kita's
brother, Joe Yamamota, was already “over the
mountains.” He joined the Army on January first,
and was assigned to Fort Francis E. Warren in
Wyoming. Five-year-old (Continved on Page 64)
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THE PEOPLE NOBODY WANTS

Patricia, the older daughter, romped
home from school chattering about
the pickup truck and trailer in which
“daddy’s going to take us on a long,
long trip.” Christina, the younger
daughter, was one year old that day.

“It’s pretty tough to leave your
lifetime work and savings behind and
pull out with what you can put in your
trailer,” said Kita. “Especially when
you know that wherever you go, you're
not wanted.”

The Kita-family sagaisalso a typical
one among the Japanese of the Salinas
Valley. His father, Yosachiki Kita,
came to the United States in 1894, on
the Navy sloop Pensacola. His honor-
able discharge papers are one of the
dentist’s proud possessions. The elder
Kita went to work in the Salinas beet
fields, bought five acres of land in 1899,
then sent for his wife. Harry Kita was
born on the little farm in a plain house
his father built. It still stands behind
the new FHA house, which the doctor
built after working his way through
college and establishing his thriving
practice.

A few days after my visit to his
home, Doetor Kita invited me over to

| the Japanese-American Citizens League

clubhouse in Salinas to meet a group
of Nisei who were trying to solve
the problem of evacuating themselves
voluntarily from the valley. On re-
ceiving news of the removal order, a
score of them had chipped in enough
money to send two of their number,
both successful farmers, to Idaho to
look over a 2000-acre farm about which
they had heard. The property, which
was in the hands of a Federal credit
agency, consisted of 600 acres of apple
orchard, 400 acres of vegetable land,
some pasture land, and a packing and
dehydrating plant.

Facing East

“The farm was under two feet of
snow, but it looked good anyway,”’ re-
ported Kenzo Yoshito, who had just
returned from the survey. “It would
take seventy thousand dollars to swing
the deal, but we could farm it co-
operatively and support one fourth of
the Japanese now living in the Salinas
Valley.”

Yoshito, a handsome, clean-cut Japa-
nese, was born in Hawaii, grew up in
Alameda, worked his way through the
University of California, carrying both
commerce and agriculture courses.
Since 1934 he has farmed near Salinas,
raising lettuce, sugar beets and toma-
toes—and two sons.

The group at the meeting pored over
the map of Idaho and hung on Yoshito’s
words as he deseribed the country
beyond the Sierra Nevada Range, which
few Pacific Coast Japanese have ever
crossed.

“We don’t know much about ap-
ples,” objected Henry Tanda, presi-
dent of the JACL local, “but maybe
we could get some apple growers from
Watsonville.”

Henry Tanda, born in Salinas, at-
tended the University of Redlands,
then started to work his way through
the Stanford premedical school. While
there, he met Margaret Ushida, who
was working in a home near the cam-
pus. After that he couldn’t keep his
mind on his studies, so they were mar-
ried, and Henry joined his three broth-
ers, who worked in the lettuce sheds
at Salinas. Henry, James and Charles

(Continued from Page 25)

and their young wives recently com-
pleted three modern homes built with
FHA loans.

“We'd pull up cactus and plant
vegetables anywhere, if they’'d tell us
where to go,”” James Tanda said.

“Yeah, but suppose you're running
a drugstore,” cut in Richard Endo,
the leading druggist of Salinas’ Little
Tokyo. “ California doesn’t reciprocate
with Idaho in pharmacists’ licenses, so
I can’t move my pharmacy.”

Endo, a graduate of the University
of California, and his partner, Tad
Tomihiro, run two drugstores in Sa-
linas. Endo owns a modern new home
on the west side of town. He and his
wife, Lily, have three small sons.

“A lot of us city slickers will have to
switch to farming,” remarked another
Nisei, laughing the forced laugh. He
was John Urabe, a native of Salinas
who had studied engineering. A shrewd
businessman, Urabe operated an auto-
mobile agency in Salinas until the war
liquidated auto production. One of his
enterprises is a real-estate subdivision
on the east side of town. When he laid
out the tract he donated a three-acre
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fresh vegetables and fruits. The prod-
uce appeared again only after the
Treasury released the alien aceounts.
However, No JAps NEEDED -cited
U. 8. Department of Agriculture crop-
report statisties that were reassuring.
Although the 40,000 Japanese agr-
culturists grew one fourth of all the
fresh vegetables and berries produced
in California last year, they dominated
only a few crops. They controlled the
strawberry market, growing 90 per
cent of the berries. They grew three
fourths of the cucumbers, onions and
spinach produced in the state; half of
the celery, snap beans and cauliflower;
one third of the tomatoes. But in other
staple crops, such as Lima beans, beets,
carrots, corn, lettuce and potatoes, they
grew less than 12 per cent.

Vegetable War

“Only four and a half per eent of all
the vegetables grown in the United
States are produced by California
Japanese, or under Japanese influence
in California,” the Grower-Shipper
Association concluded. “If all vege-
table acreage produced, controlled or

playground e city.
white vegetable growers T

heard the other side of the story. The
Salinas Vegetable Grower-Shipper As-
sociation had just published a brochure
entitled No Japs NEEDED, to coun-
teract a widespread impression that
Californians would go hungry if the
Japanese truck gardeners were re-
moved. This idea gathered momentum
after the freezing of credits of alien
Japanese by the Treasury Department,
the day after Pearl Harbor. When this
happened, Los Angeles housewives
found their markets almost emptied of

influenced by Japanese were com-
pletely eliminated, the loss in available
fresh food supply to the United States
and Canada would be insignificant.”

The dislike of the militant Grower-
Shipper Association for the valley’s
Japanese farmers is an old and bitter
one. The association is composed of a
few score large-scale white growers who
lease lands, produce lettuce, earrots
and other fresh vegetables the year
round in the Salinas, Imperial and Salt
River valleys for the Eastern markets.
(Continued on Page 66)

**She’s going to speak on what part men
should be permitted to play in the war.”
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(Continued from Page 64)
Last year the Salinas Valley alone
yielded 27,000 carloads of lettuce.
There have been years when *“the
Salad Bowl of the Nation” grew half
the head lettuce sold in the country’s
produce markets.

At one time the lettuce growers, like
the sugar-beet growers, depended upon
Japanese for field labor. As the Japa-
nese, one by one, became farmers in
their own right, and competitors, their
places in the field were taken by Mexi-
can or Filipino labor. White men and
women, largely Oklahomans, handled
the trimming, icing and crating in the
packing plants, but they were never
able to endure the back-breaking stoop
work in the fields. Only the short-
| legged Japs could take that.

Shortly after December seventh

the association dispatched its man-
aging secretary, Austin E. Anson, to
Washington to urge the Federal author-
ities to remove all Japanese from the
area. Anson pointed out to the War
and Navy departments, the Attorney
General, to every congressman who
would listen to him, how the Salinas
Valley sloped off into Monterey Bay,
a most inviting landing place for an
invading army; how the valley’s Japa-
nese, if they chose to do so, might blow
up bridges, disrupt traffic and sabotage
defénse.
f’"‘ “We're charged with wanting to get
rid of the Japs for selfish reasons,”
Anson told me. “We might as well be
honest. We do. It's a question of
whether the white man lives on the
Pacific Coast or the brown men. They
came into this valley to work, and they
stayed to take over. They offer higher
prices and higher rents than the white
man can pay for land. They undersell
the white man in the markets. They
can do this because they raise their
own labor. They work their women and
children while the white farmer has to
pay wages for his help. If all the Japs
were removed tomorrow, we'd never
miss them in two weeks, because the
white farmers can take over and pro-
duce everything the Jap grows. And
we don’t want them back when the
war ends, either,”

Traffic in Soil

In every Pacific Coast community
from San Diego to Seattle there are
counterparts of Anson, swelling the
chorus, “We don’t want them back.”
They are so vociferous that many of
the Japanese évacués, looking back
at their little farms as they departed
for beyond the mountains, felt they
could never return. Ironically, to
them, at least, General De Witt asked
them all to prove their loyalty to the
United States by planting and culti-
vating, until the day of departure, the
crops that they could not return to
harvest.

Since the enactment of the Cali-
fornia alien land law, no Asiatie alien
has been able to buy or lease farm
land legally in the state. The law ap-
plied to Chinese, Hindus, Koreans, as
well as Japanese. The former accepted
the diserimination philosophieally, but
the astute and land-hungry Japanese
found ways to get around the white
man'’s law. They owned or leased lands
in the names of their American-born
children, who had rights under the Con-
stitution, or through white dummies.
The white growers of the Salinas Valley
charge, for instance, that Takeo Yuchi
is the front man behind whom scores
of aliens hold some of the valley’s rich-
est lands. So far, Anthony Brazil, the
diligent district attorney, has been un-

_———~—____hotels.
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able to find any legal flaws in the titles
and contracts by which the American-
born Japanese farmers own 700 acres
and lease 5000 more in Monterey

County.
ﬁﬁéﬁrmns@tef'y Tefused to jom—

the Salinas Vegetable Grower-Shipper
Association, although Anson says he
was invited to join every year. Yuchi’s
reason was that he would always be in
the minority, hampered by rules made
by his hostile competitors. Yuehi could
see how that might work by glanecing
at the Los Angeles produce mart, where
white operators were a 10 per cent
minority in a market dominated by
Japanese.

The Yellow Octopus

The Los Angeles produce market is
unique. Over a period of years a syndi-
cate of Japanese who grow mainly in
the rich Santa Maria Valley 140 miles
south of Salinas gradually gained con-
trol of the distribution of fresh vege-
tables and fruits in this largest met-
ropolitan produce-distributing center
west of Chieago. The syndicate’s ten-
tacles reached out into hundreds of
neighborhood retail fruit and vegetable
stands operated in the city’s supermar-
kets. It controlled other retailers by re-
fusing them such Japanese-monopolized
merchandise as strawberries, celery, cu-
cumbers and fresh tomatoes, unless the
white merchant bought all his produce
through Japanese distributors. When
an outside grower-shipper tried to sell
in Los Angeles, the syndicate froze
him out by depressing prices until he

quit
iﬂe astute and industrious J; apaﬁsTé“————

have been formidable competitors in
other fields than fresh vegetable mar-
keting. In Los Angeles harbor they
monopolized the fish industry until the
Navy froze their fishing fleet and took
over Terminal Island, on which it was
based. In Monterey they monopolized
the abalone-fishing business, which
calls for skillful diving to pry the huge
mollusks loose from underwater rocks.
In Seattle, Japanese operated more
than half of the city’s hotels. In Port-
land they controlled a third of the
In San Francisco, Japanese
merchants at the gateway to China-
town were well on the way toward cap-
turing the best of the bazaar trade
until the Treasury padlocked their
stores. Seattle, Tacoma, Yakima,
Portland, Sacramento, Fresno, San
Franciseo, Salinas, Monterey, Los
Angeles, San Diego and El Centro sup-
ported Little Tokyos from which Jap-
anese commercial interests radiated,
controlling properties that were esti-
mated to be worth from $55,000,000 to
$75,000,000.

The Western Defense Command
was too busy strengthening the de-
fense of the Pacific Coast from Panama
to Alaska to be concerned with this
heated interracial commercial strife.
But it was vitally interested in the fact
that one of Takeo Yuchi's farms in the
Salinas Valley was adjacent to a key
defense airport. Also in the fact that
his fifty tractors and twenty-four
trucks and pickups were parked each
night just outside his packing plant,
which is on the main north-south
coastal highway. Granting that Yuchi
is a loyal American, the Army men
argued, what about the aliens in his
employ who drive the tractors and
trucks? What would keep them from
leaving equipment on the highway at
a crucial moment and blocking it? On
the neighboring Spiegl ranch, FBI
men took into custody one Shunso
Matsuda, an alien known as .‘the




“Emperor of Chualar,” and suspected
of being Tokyo’s key man in the valley.
At the Shinto Temple in Salinas’ Little
Tokyo, they picked up three priests,
all arrivals in this country within the
year, one of them identified as a former
Japanese police officer.

Few of the Nisei of the Salinas Valley
ever attended this Shinto Temple;
they had their own Presbyterian
church on the opposite side of town.
Nor did they belong to the mysterious
Black Dragon Society, whose entire
local membership was rounded up and
hustled off to internment camps in
Montana about the time the FBI dis-
covered an alien in near-by Santa Cruz
in an oceanside house packed with
cases of fireworks and ideally situated
for setting off signaling flares for
enemy naval craft.

Without waiting for the Army to
move them bodily, the Nisei launched
their own Go East, Young Japanese
movement as soon as General De Witt
announced, on March second, that
within sixty days every person of
Japanese blood must be outside the
prohibited zone. This removal was
encouraged by the authorities by allow-
ing the voluntary évacués to choose
their own destinations and to keep
their automobiles and any other pos-
sessions they cared to take or ship
to their new homes. Those who waited
for the Army to do the job had to go
wherever shelter was assigned them
and to leave behind their cars and per-
sonal property.

The main stumbling block to the
migration was the unwillingness of the
Rocky Mountain and Prairie states
to accept the Japanese in any large
numbers. Of all the governors asked
to help find resettlement lands, only
Colorado’s executive offered to co-
operate. Whereupon General De Witt,
backed by the President’s proclama-
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tion of semimartial law for the eight
Western states, set up a Wartime
Civilian Control Authority, with power
to move anybody anywhere, regard-
less of race, creed or color. To protect
the crops and property left behind by
the évacués, the WCCA enlisted the
Federal Reserve Bank as custodian.
To help them find new land, it brought
in the Farm Security Administration.
To build shelters in a hurry, it called
in the Army engineers. To help groups
evacuating voluntarily to new homes
of their own choosing, it provided
financing.

“The Japanese were never Amer-
icans in California,” Dr. C. L. Ded-
rick, sociologist and the Census
Bureau's expert on the WCCA staff,
said recently. “Now, when they are
dispersed, they may ultimately be-
come absorbed in American life, not
by intermarriage, but through losing
their concentrated identity. This may
be their great chance to become Amer-
icans.”

Doctor Dedrick’s hopeful forecast
may or may not turn out to be sound.
One thing, however, is certain—the
Japanese-American loyalty creed, to
which all Nisei publicly subseribe, is
about to get its first real test, particu-
larly these portions of it: . . . I am
firm in my belief that American sports-
manship and attitude of fair play will
judge citizenship and patriotism on the
basis of action and achievement, and
not on the basis of physieal character-
isties. . . . Although some individuals
may discriminate against me, I shall
never become hitter or lose faith, for I
know that such persons are not repre-
sentative of the majority of the Amer-
ican people. . . .” In such a test the
tolerance of the new host states will
also feel the fire which has been ignited
by the obvious requirements of a stern
military emergency.

WHAT HITLER WANTS
YOU TO THINK

(Continved from Page 15)

designed to keep them in a constant
state of terror. By means of periodic
war scares, carefully planned and re-
hearsed, he gradually produced a set
of national jitters that left these na-
tions weakened and demoralized.

A typical war scare was engineered
in Belgium in January, 1940, when an
obscure Nazi paper reported heavy
German troop concentrations along the
Belgian borders. Belgian papers fell
into the trap by widely reprinting the
item. Blood pressure rose all over Bel-
gium. A day later a German plane
carrying two German officers became
“lost” over Belgian territory and was
forced to land inside the {frontier.
Oddly enough, the officers had in their
pockets German General Staff “plans”
for an invasion of Belgium. Simultane-
ously, the German Foreign Minister,
von Ribbentrop, summoned the Bel-
gian ambassador to his office in Berlin,
picked a fight over some minor eco-
nomie demand, and finally threw the
ambassador out of his office, shouting,
“You want war! Well, you’ll get it!”

Belgian officials immediately sent a
hurry call to General Gamelin, chief of
the French forces, warning that Bel-
gium momentarily expected a German
attack. Defeatist rumors inside Bel-
gium added to the terror. German
agents launched whispering campaigns
that Belgian defenses were obsolete
and would erumble like paper before
the German onslaught. Swastikas ap-

peared mysteriously on curbstones, on
the walls of buildings and in the mails,
while Nazi agents distributed Belgian
flags bearing swastikas. “Keep this
flag,” they warned. “When the Ger-
mans arrive sew it onto your coat.
Then you will surely be well treated.”
But the Germans did not arrive for five
months—months of hideous suspense.

The Or-Else Technique

Hitler’s terror was often less than
gubtle. The night before the invasion
of Norway, the German ambassador
invited many prominent Norwegians
to his home and showed them Baptism
by Fire, a movie taken during the in-
vasion of Poland. Bombed cities,
raging fires and erushed bodies were
pictured in harrowing detail. Later,
over champagne and a midnight sup-
per, the German ambassador quietly
observed that the Poles could have
been spared this tragedy had they
granted Hitler's demands. Other na-
tions, he suggested, would do well to
remember Poland’s fate.1”

For years the Nazis bloodlessly in-
vaded the Balkans, sending countless
German agents armed with brief cases
and impeccable manners to cultivate
the friendship of business and profes-
sional men. Countless German com-
mercial travelers abroad were Nazi
agents. From 1933 the Germans

(Continued on Page 69)

* “FLAG YOUR FRIENDS
ABOUT THIS
WONDERFUL BRAN!"

* “"MEGAPHONE 'EM
ABOUT THAT FLAVOR!"

“Shout the great news—here’s a bran
that really tastes good! Yes! Nabisco
1009 Bran is simply delicious! Get
’em to try the grand recipe for muffins
on the Nabisco 1009, Bran package!”

BAKED BY NABISCO

NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY
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“Tell ’em how good this Nabisco
100% Bran really is—what a pleas-
ant way to help relieve constipation
caused by too little bulk! And be
sure to mention it's a new form of
bran—improved in ¢two ways!”

* "AND A GENTLE HINT
ABOUT ACTION!"

“Nabisco 1009 Bran has a mild action
they’ll appreciate. For Double-Milling
makes the bran fibers smaller — less
likely to be irritating. Nabisco 100%
Bran contains iron, phosphorus, Vita-
min B, too! So buy a package today!”

“HERE’S THE BRAN

YOU'LL LIKE-IT'S MADE
BY NABISCO, BAKERS

OF YOUR FAVORITE
CRACKERS AND COOKIES!”

Nabisco 100 % Bran comes in
both pound and half-pound
packages. Eaot it regularly. If
yourconstipationisnot helped
in this simple monner, con-
sult @ competent physician.




