
MINIDOKA: PR2LIi.ilNAKY REPORT IN.A NEW FRONTIER COMMUN ITY 

Administrators, Colonists Strive To Solve Immediate  J * 
Problems of Duct, Crowded Barracks 

Tho Paces of Minidoka Reflect the Determination 
Of Its Residents to Moot the Challenge of Arid 
Sageland, Wind and Sun on the Iddi o Desert 

By Larry S. Tajiri 

Last week v/o spent a day at Minidoka. We net its people 
and their administrators, tasted its food, choked in its dust. 

This is a preliminary report. The story of Minidoka will 
bo told in the months--perhaps years--to come. This is an 
omprcssion of Minidoka as it is' today, three weeks since t he 
arrival of the first evacuee colonists. 

Minidoka is a relocation center, one• of tile ten in 
Arizona, Ccl ifornia, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and 
Arkansas which will be the wartime homos for mos't of the 
110,000 Japanese who were evacuated by military order fr om 
the groat coastal cities and farmlands west of Sierras and 
west of the Cascades. 

Minidoka is located in Jerome county in southcontral 
Idaho. Its 68,000 acres of virgin desert sagoland ar e some 
4,000 foot above sea level. The longest distance from b order 
to border-in the relocation area is fifteen miles. When 
construction work is completed the community will havo 3 5 
blocks of 15 buildings oach. Each of those block units wi ll 
bo composed of barracks, a dining hall and a recreation 
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!00-bcd building. There will bo 37 dining halls in all. A 
hospital is noaring completion. Minidoka will havo a f ire 
department with water from two hugo towers available f or any 
emergency. It will have a telephone exchange and a conmuni tv 
nowpaper. There will be two grade schools and a hi-h scho ol'. 
Ihoro will be stores, movies and meeting halls. Minidoka 
will havo all the services which normally s ,rvo a conmuni tv 
of ton thousand.  J 

Minidoka will bo a modern American city--frontlcr stylo . 

From U.S. Hi hway 30 you. can see the cloud-lavers of 
dust which form an umbrella over Minidoka. Eden, a small 
community of several hundred persons, is the gateway to 
Minidoka. The War Relocation Authority has taken over a 
service station and garage for its officc at Eden. The 
nearest big town" is Twin Palls, about 30 miles away. Wi th-
in a month Minidoka, with its capacity population of 10,0 00, 
will rival Twin Palls in size. 

There is feverish activity at' Minidoka as construction 
work is speeded to accommodate the tra.inloa.ds of evacue es 
arriving from the Puyallup and Portland assembly center s. 
Trucks, churning dust, roar 
thousand white construction 
under the direction of U.S. 
explanation for the Army M. 
throughout the center area. 
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Minidoka presents a great engineering problem—-tho'co n-
struction of tho physical features of a community of 1 10,000-. 
and a great sociological challenge, the emergency reloca tion 
oi ten thousand human beings on raw desert land/ 

The People of Minidoka ' 

Tho story of a community is the story of its people. Th e 
people of Minidoka with tho exception of a few non-Japanese 
administrators and specialists are of Japanese ancestry But 
tlic distinction ends there. The people arc voun.o- a nd old 

and infirm, citizens and aliens. A few scant months itrong 
ago they were farmers )d whitoco] lar workers, student ind 
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oanncry workers, housewives end domotics, Some wore oyst or-
non and clamdiggors who  c pent  the dawn in the clear, icy 
waters of the Pu :ot Sound, Others v/cro CIO lumberjacks and 
sawmill workers. Some handled produce on Western Avenue i n 
Seattle, Others liaulod this sane produce into the cit io s 
from the truck farms of the Japanese. The young men of 
Minidoka come from the campus of the University of Wa shington 
and from the poolhalls and cafes south of Yesler Way in 
Seattle, The people of. Minidoka have a regional entity in 
their love of the Pacific Northwest which has boon their 
homo. Aside from this, however, they arc as diversified i n 
their talents and in their thinking as are the people of any 
American community or any community in the democratic'wo rld. 

The common people arc the strength of any democratic 
nation. The' people of Minidoka are strong and eager and 
willing to attack the tremendous problems which face thor n. 
The faces of Minidoka reflect a determination to moot th o 
challenge of desert and wind and sun. True, thoro wore t ears 
in the eyes of somo and in some a defeatist acceptance of t he 
inevitable. But the majority rbiterate tho words of on e 
young colonist who said: "Minidoka has tremendous poten-
tialities ," 

Administration Sympathetic 

The people in their struggle  t O OS  tablish new home s in 
the sa'-eland of southern Idch o have tho help, sympathy and 
understanding of capable Caucasian administrators. The • 
project director is Harry L. Stafford, an engineer from th o• 
Department of Agriculture. His assistant is Philip Schafer , 
formerly of tho federal security administration. In thr oe 
weeks tlicy have won the confidoncevef tho people of Min idoka, 

Project administr: tors' Stafford and Schafcr are determi ned 
that concentration camp conditions shall not exist at Min-
idoka. 

Wo spent several hours with tho project administrators, 
Our impr  oss  ion of their attitude can be boiled down to this: 

The people of Minidoka were evacuated from their homes 
because of wartime exigency. They will be relocated under 
conditions as normal as wartime conditions will permit . 
Most of the people will be confined in the Relocation ar ea 
for tho duration but in no other aspect will Minidoka re-
semble a concentration camp. 

Tho administrators refer to the people as' "colonists" 
not as "internees," The mess halls are called "'dining hall s 
Tho cantoen Is doscribed as tho "community store." There a re 
other efforts to establish a community spirit. 

Dust and housing are the immediate problems which face 
the people, of Minidoka. Tho administrators rocognizc t his. 
They say: "Until we can get roofs over all our people and 
lick the terrible dust, we aron't going to think about any-
thing else." 

Something is being done about the dust. The Miller-
Gooding canal, which diverts wdter from tho Snake river,  flows 
tlirough Minidoka.- Tho canal is five miles away from tho 
barrack city, but two hundred colonists are already at w ork 
on a shallow ditch which will bring on6ugh water frcri  the 
Miller-Gooding canal to water down the dust problem. Th is 
ditch is on its way. Last Saturday 5000 foot of It had bo on 
scooped out of the desert. In two weeks it is hoped tha t 
tho ditch will have reached the barrack homes of Minidoka. 
Then grass will be planted. 

As in other centcrs, housing is the most tragic problem 
of all. Because of crowded conditions it has been necess ary 
in some cases, as at other centers, to placo strangers w ith 
family groups in the same unpartitioned barrack room. On e 
reason for this is that the barracks were planned on tho 
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basic of fimily group a existing in the Japanese communi ty 
at the tine of the census of 1930. At that tine there wore 
many L rgo families, and fov; nisei wore married. 'Today 
there are few largo families, since the children have 
grown up, have narried and have fanilios of their own . 
there ar many largo barrack apartnonts for fanilios of 
seven people but not ^nou^h largo families to fill then. 
They ar many young family units of two or three persons 
and not enough barracks to accomodate then. This has 
necessitated the practice of placing more than one  fori  ily 
group together in the same unpartitioned barrack real . 
The effect on morale and on moraL s of such a practice is 
obvius. The administrators realize this but their hands 
have been tied because they haven't had enough roofs for 
everybody to live in separate family units. The story of 
Minidoka in this respect is the story of Manzanar and 
Post  on  and Tulo Lake, 

es® P , 

Trying to Solve Problemi 

But it can be said that at Minidoka th 
arc sincerely working to solve this problem 

adnini strat  era 
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plan is to cut up the largo unpartitioned dormitories for 
bachelors and single girls into small "apartments 1' for 
young married couples. The "large "apartment", suitaHc f or 
fanilios of seven, will then accomodate the single persons 
who will be classified in groups of similar background and 
interests, 

According to the people of Minidoka, food has nob been 
the problem to date that it has ".eon in other  r el oca 11  on 
centers and in many assembly centers. The food in the dini ng 
halls has been of sufficient quantity and has been we ll-
prepared  . 

No Class Distinctions 

To date there has boon no "class distinction" in the 
dining halls between the food for the Caucasian admin is trativo 
personnel and. the feed for the colonists. There has bee n no 
steak for the administrators• and hash for the evacuees. 

The non- Jap an  cab personnel oat in the same dining hall 
with the colonists, Thoy go to the counter and are served 
the sane food in the sane cafeteria style. After the nc al 
they take their dishes, just as the colonist do, to  ih o  dish-
washers . 

Wo had a noon meal at Minidoka. It was the sane meal 
served to the adninistr..tive personnel. It happened t o  bo, 
according to the colonists, the poorest meal served ance the 
day Minidoka was opened to the e vac vices, -Wo wore serv ed a 
plate of rice and beans. There was lettuce and tomato sal ad 
on the table and an apple at each place. Hot tea was serve d. 
There wor.; "seconds" for those who wanted then. As visito rs 
wo were charged 25 cents for our plate of rice and beans. 

Future Lios in the Land 

The future of Minidoka lies in the 68,000 acres of sa ge-
brush covered land on viiich the project is located. Mos t of 
this aereo go is tillable and will soon be cleared fcr agri-
cultural production. The first 2 )0 acres which will be"pi owed 
will produce subsistence crops for the use of the center. ' 
Truck cropc,  tona toes,  corn, cereal grains, beans, c:.rrots, 
onions and potatoes will be planted. The present policy o n 
agricultural production will probably be to discorra ;o t he 
piantili;; of farri commodities which will compete with th e 
produce of the farms in the adjacent agricultural di strict. 
Surplus produce will be sent to other relocation centers , 

Minidoka has a farm labor problem of its own. Most of 
tho people have been evacuated from urban district ani ther e 
are relatively few farmers among them. 

Tho relocation community is proud of its 200-bcd hospit al 
which is  near in;/  completion. The various wings of tho hospital 
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Barrack Apartncnts 

•The barracks are of the Amy ' s T. 0.( theatre of operat ions 
typo with sli-ht modifications for fanily occupancy- Wo saw 
two barrack apartncnts. One 16 by 20 feet was designed f or 
throe persons. It consisted of a rectangular roori with a 
coal stove for heating. The roon was lined with cclotcx. 
Contrasted with the reports of barracks at Manzanar an d Poaton, 
these soer.i of better construction. Tfto barracks, ho wever, 
have the usual outer covering of  tarp?.  per* 

Because of priorities, the flush toilets had not yet 
arrived, although sewer pipes have already been laid. "Crude 

have temporarily been put up to serve until the 
arc installed. The toilets, when they arc 

will bo partitioned. 

latrine 
flush toilet 
constructed, 

la  undry a nd  wa s li Each block has its shower  r ooms'*  and it_ _  ^ ..  _ 
rooms. The women's showers (an improvement over the f irst 
centers in California) arc partitioned, although the me n's 
showers arc not. There are four bathtubs in every unit "for 
the older people." 

Only Beds Supplied 

As in other centers, the colonists upon arrival at their 
new barracks home arc ̂ givon a bare room and only beds an d 
mattresses. They arc not issued a sin-le piece'of furnit ure* 
A scrap pilo of lumb,r left by the construction workers wi ll 
serve as the raw material supply for the furniture which t he 
evacuees will build. At present this scrap lumber is being 
classified so thai a more equitable distribution of the wood 
can be made. 

il pie; For God's sake," one of the administrators said, 
tell the people to stop shipping food and lumber to Minid oka. 
We have enough wood and we will have enough food even  j  f fc 
have to buy it ourselves." 

Water for Minidoka's kitchens come from two deep well s, 
Throo other wells are being drilled. Water for irrigati on 
will be taken from.the Miller-Gooding canal, the mainte nance 
of which will bo one of the public sorvic-o projects on which 
the colonists will be employed* 

Minidoka today is an experiment. It is a twentieth 
century repetition of the frontier struggle of pioneer s 
a-gainst the land and the elements. The Japanese colcni sts 
have ono advantage, however. They will have modern tool s, 
barring wartime priorities and shortages, to wield in t heir 
struggle to subjugate the wild land and to build new home s. 

Minidoka is not a concentration camp. But wo renumber th e 
words of one young colonist as wo loft the relocation cente r: 

I'm a free-born American, accused of no crime. Why must I 
•remain here?" 

•ihis is just a preliminary report, hastily written to me et 
a newspaper dodlino. We would like to see Minidoka in six 
months, in a year from today. The War Relocation Authority 
and its administrators need those- six months and that -c-r" 

f V U J u d ö ; i c n t c : m b 0  T'ivon. This first impression, in 
Minidoka s first month of life, is one our  a  ̂ in- to us.. 


