HINIDOXA: PRELIMINARY RIPORT IN A NEW FRON'IER COMIUNITY

Administrators, Colonists Strive To Solve Irmediate . Yopane,
Probleonigs of Dust, Crowded Barracks

The Faccs of Minidoka Reflcct the Dotormination
Of Itsc Residents to Moot the Challenge of Arid
Sageland, Wind and Sun-on the Idé o Desort

By Larry S. Tajiri

Laot wock we spent a day at Minidokas Weo rniot its pcoplo
and their administrators, tastcd its food, choked in its dust.

This is a precliminary rcport. The story of Minidoka will
bo told in the months--perhaps yoars--to corics, Thig is an
cmprescion of Minidoka as it is today, throc wooks since the
arrival of the first ovacucc colonists.

Minidoka is a rolocation ecnter, onc'of tHe ten in
Arizona, Cd ifornia, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and
Arkaonsags which will b¢ the wartime hormcs for modt of the
110,000 Japancsc who woere cvacuated by military ordcr from
the great coagtal citics and farmlands west of Siorras and
Wogst of thc Cascodos,

Minidoka is located in Jororc county in gouthcontral
Idaho. Its 68,000 acres of virsin dosort sageland arc some
4,000 foet above ‘sod lovel. Tho longost distance from border
to border-in the relocation arca is fiftcon milecs, Whon
construction work is complctod the cormmnity will havo 35
blocks of 15 buildings cach. Each of theosc block units will
be composed of barracks, a dining hall and a roercation
building. Thorc will bo 37 dining ‘halls in all. A 200-bed
hogpital is ncaring complction., MNinidoka will have a firo
dem rtrient with water from two huge towcrs availablc for any
cmergeney. It will havo a tolophonc oxchange and a cormunity
‘nowpaper. Therc will be two grade schools and a high achool,
Thoere will be storcs, movies and ricoting halls, Minidoka
will hove all the sorviees which normally s.rve ' a cormunity
of ten thouseand.

Minidolta will be a rmodern Anoricon eity~-~fronticr style,

From U.S, Hi hway 30 vou, can gcc tho c¢loud-laycrg of
dust vhich form an umbrella over Minidoka. Hden,; a' gnall
cormunity of scvoral hundred persons, 1s the gotoway to
Minidoka. The War Rclocation Authority has taken over a
scrvicce gtotion and garage for its office at Zdoen. Tho
ncarcst "big town" is Twin Falls, about 30 milcs awvay. With-
in a nmonth Minidoka, with itc capacity population of 10,000,
will rival Twin Palls in sizo,

There is fovorish activity at Minidoka as construction
work ig speecded to accomriodate tho trainloade of cvacuccs
arriving from the Puyallup and Portland aggenbly contors,
Trucks, churning dust, roar down its unpaved roads. Threo
tho sand vhite construction wor! crs arc building Minidoka
under the dircetion of U.S. Army Engincerss That is tho
cxplanation for tho Arriy M. P.'s who stand on stolid guard
throughout the center arca. Vhen congtruction. is complcted,
the Army will relinquish control of tho arcs to the "RA. The
Arny «scntrics will be withdrawn and stationed outside the
rclocation projecet.

Minidoka prcscnts a sgroct cngincering problem--the con-
struction of the physical featurecs of & cormmnity of 10,000--
and a pgreat sociological challenge, the cmergeney roloeation
of ten thousand humon beings on raw desort land.

The Pcople of Minidoka )

The story of a community is tho story of its people, The
pcople of Minidoka with the cxecption of a few non-Japancso
adrninistrators and speeialists arc of Japancse anccstrys 'But
the distinetion cnds there. Thoe pcople arc young and old,
strong and infirn, citizens and alions. A fow seont months
ago they werc farmers and whiztoen] lar woriers, students and
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gannory worlers, houscwives ond dorictics, Sorc wero oystor-
non and clamdiggoers who gpont the dawn in.the.clecar, . ley
wators of the Puset Sounde Othors werc GIO lumberjacks cond
gsawnill worlers. Somc handled producce on Western Avonuc in
Scattles Ofthors haulod this samo:produce into thoe c¢ib ios
from the truck farms of the Japancsce -Tho young men of
Minidoka comc from the campus of the Univorgity of Wachington
and from tho poolhalls and cafcs south of Yecsler Way in
Scattloce Thc pcoplce of Minidoka have & rcgional cntity in
their love of the Pocific Northwost which has boen their
homos Aside from this, howcver, they arc as diversifiocd in
thoir talconbs and in thoir thinking ag arc the people of any
Anicrican cormmunity or any comnunity in the domocratic "world.

The common pecople abc tho utrongth of any dcmocratic
nation. The pooplec of Minidokn arc gtrons and casor and
willing to attack the tremendous -probloms vhich frec thon,
The faces of Minidoka rofloct a detcrmination to meot the
challenge of descrt and wind and sun,. Truc, themo werce toars
in the eoyes ‘of gonce ond In song -aldefeotint aceoptance eof the
ingwitables:  But tho mojority rbvitora to tho words of onoc
young colon1 t who said: "Mlnldoku hag tremondous poton=
binlitica "

Adninistration Sympathotic

The pcople in their strugglo to ostablish ncow homes in
the sa~cland of southorn IdJlo have the help, sympathy cnd
understanding of capable Caucasgian administrators. The -
project dircctor is Harry L. Stafford, an ongincor from the
Dommtmont, ‘of Asriculturc. Hls assistant ds Philip Schofor,
formorly of tho fedeoral sccurity administrotions. In throo
wecks they have won the confidencce. of the pcoplc of Minidoka,

Projcct administr. tors Stafford and Schafor arc detcrminod
that conccntrktlon camp -conditions shall not oxiat at Min-
idoka . : .

We gpent: scveral -hours with the projeoct administrotors,
Qur imprcsgsion of their attitude can be boiled down to this:

The people of Minidoka were evacuated from thoir homes
because of wartlmec cxigencye. They will be rclocated under
conditiong as normal as wartine c¢onditions: will permite.
Most of tho pcople will be confincd:in the Felocation arca
for the durction but in no other aspoct will MlnldOkP e
scmble a conccntrotion conpe

The administrat ors rofor to the people ng "colonistd"
not as "internces." The mcss hallu aroc called "dining halls,”
The canteocn is described as the "commnity storc," Thorc arc
other cfforts to ocstablish a4 cormunity spirit.

Dust and housing arc the immedictc probloms wvhich facc
the poople of Mlnidoka. Tho adnindistrators rccognize this.
They say: "Until we can et roofs over all our people and
lick the: torriblc dust, we aron't going to think about any=-
thing elsc . :

Something is beoing done about the dust. The Miller=-
Gooding eanal, which diverts wdtcr: from the Snakc riwr, flows
through Minidoka. The canal is five nilcs away from tho
barrack city, but two hundred colonists arc alrcady at work
on a2 shallow ditch which will bring cndugh woter fram the
Miller-Gooding canal to watcer down "tho dust problem., This
ditch is on its way. Loagt Saturday 5000 fcet of it had becn
scooped . .out of the descrt. - In two wecks it is hoped that
the ditch will have recached the barrcelk homes of Minidoka.
Then gross will be plantod.

As in other centers, housing is the most tragic problem
of all, Becausc of crowdod conditionc it has boon nec cssary
in. somo.casos,; o8 at other conters, to place strohgars with
famildy groups in the same unpartitioned barracli.room. . One
recagon for this is that tho barracks:were plapned on! tho
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bagig of family groups oxistin~ in the Jupgnouc corrmnity
at tho timo of thc consus of 1930, At that tinc thore woro
ueny, lorge fanilics, and fowr nisci wero morricd. "Teday
Lhoro arce fow large fomilice, sineo tho childron: have
grown up, havce marrlcd and hhv; feriilics of thoir owne So
thero ar- many largo barrack aportnonto for fotiilicl of
sovon peoplc but not c¢nough 1o r"c fanmilics to 311 thon,
They ar mnany young Lullf units of two or throo p.rsons
and not cnough barracks to aeccormodztoc thorn, ~ Thia ‘hhg
nogogsagltcted the, proactice mf placing rore than Hne faiily
group togothcr iW the same unpartitioncd borrocl rogi,
The offoct on rioralc and on nord g of ‘Siich o practico b
obviuse Tho adninistrators rcalizo this but thoir hunde
have bocn tiod beenvac they haven't hod onough roofs for
ovurybody te livec in scparate fanily unitse. Tho gtory of
Minidoka in this rospoct is tho gtory of Manzanar ond
Poston and Tulc Lakc,

Trying to Solvc Problons

But. it can be goad thet ot Minidoln tho adninistrators
arc sinccrely working to golvc this problem of housin: . . Ono
plan is to cut up thoe lorge wnpartitionod dernitorics for
bachclors and singlc pirls into shinll "aportuonts™ for
young nerricd couplose. The large "aportront", suitaie for
fordlios of sowen, will thon gcconodate the sinsle paraons
who will bo clagsificd in groups of ginilcr bockrround ond
Intorcatss *

According to the pcople of Mﬁnidoka, rood hon Ha boon
the problon to d vto that it hac eon in othor relocatl on
centors ond in many asscably conters. Thoe food in the dining
halls hag boon of uuiilClLHt quentity ¢nd hos boen welle
preporods

No Class Distinctions

To date there has boen no "eloun distinetion" in the
dining halls Dbetween the food for the Canceosinn ~dministrative
perconnel and the food for the colonists. Thore has been no
gteck for the adninistrators and hosh for tho oveocucos .

The non=-Joponcso pe ruonﬂyl cat in tho sgric dining hall
with the colonists. They o to the countor and arc scrved
tho géne food in the sarico uLIQtCPiC atylc,s After tho nonl
thoy tako their dishes, just ag the coulonist do, to the dish-
washers '

We had a noon ncal ot Minidoka. It wos the sarc noal:
scrved to the adrninistri tive porsonncl, It happoncdt o be,
according to the colonists, the poorcst rwonl scrved 4 nec the
day Miniﬂok: was openod bto The ovoacucoss Weo wors sorved a
plate of rice and boans, Thero wog lotbuce and towob saled
on the toblo and an opble ot ooeh placo.. Hot ten was cervods
Thoro wors "soconds” for thoso who wantod thomn. As vicitors
wo worc chirgod 25 conts for »ur plate »f Pricc and bocang,

Future Lioco in the Lend

The futurc of Minidokn lics in thoe 63,000 cerosof sacso=
brush covercd land on vhich the project s locatods Most of
this cerchge is $illable and will soon be clenrcd far agri-
cultural production. Tho first 200 acrcg whieh will bo plowed
will producc subsistoncc crops for the use of the carters:
Truck crops, towtoos, corn, corcal groins, boang cr rots,
onions and potatocs will be plantcds. The progont policy on
agricultural production will probabl:y be to discoura-e the
plantins of forn comnioditiod which Ulll conmpeto with t he
producc of the farng in the adjocont agricenltural district.
Surplus producc will be sont to other relocation contors

Hinidokn hog o farm labor probleri of its owne Most of
the pceople have becen cvacuated fror1 urban distriect amd thoero
are relatively fow foriors aqong thorie

The relocation eotmmnity is proud of its 200-bed hogpital
which is noarin- complotion. The wvaricus wings of tho hosrpital
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unit arc linked togcther by a pgroet cinglc corridor which is
760 fcot longs This hospital will be ctaffoed by Japmcse
porconncl under the dircction of o young Caucocion doctor and
a young Caucasian head nurcos

Barrack Apartrnents

-The, barrackes arc of the Arny's T. O¢{thoatrc of oporations)
type with gli-ht nodificntions for foriil: oceupancye  Wo saw
two barrack aprtiicntse Onc 16 by 20 fcot was dcsigned for
throe percona. It consisted of a rectangulor roori with a
coal stove for heating. The roon wos lincd with cclotox.
Contrasted with the reoports of barracks at Manzansr mad Pogton,
thesc socn of botter construction. Tho barracks, howe vor,
have the usual outer covering of tarpn por.

Beeavge of prioritics, the flush toilets had not yot
arrived, clthough sower pipes have alrcady bcon laid. Crude
latrincs have tcmporarily boon put up to scrve until t ho
flush tollots arc installed. The toilcts, when thoy arc
constructced, will be partitioncd.

Bach bloek has itg shower roond and its loundry c nd wash
roomsa. The woien's ghowers (an inprovaicont over the first
centers in California) arc partitioncd, althouszh the rien's
showcrs arc not. Thorc arc four bathtubs in cvery unit "for
the oldor pcoplc.”

Only Bedg Supplicd

As in other contors, thc colonists upon arrival at their
now barracks home arc given a barc roon and only bods ond
nattrcsscs. They arc not issucd a sincle picec of furniturcs
A serap pile of lumb.r loft by th. constructisn worlers will
SCrve ag the row netoricl supply for the fumniturc whi ch tho
cvacuces will build. A%t prosont this scrap lwber is being
clasgificd so that a nore cquitablc distribution of tho wood
can bhc nade.,

"For God's sake," onc of the administrators scid, "ploaso
tcll the people to stop ghippin> food and lunber to Minidolm.
Vic have cnough wood and wo will have onotigh” Tood cvon 11 wo
have to buy it oursclves,”

Watecr for Minidoka's kitchons coric fror two doup Wolloe
Throo other wells arc beins drillcde. Wator: for lrrigntion
Will bo tolkon, feori tho Hillor-Gooding conal, the raint cnaneco
of which will bc onc of thc public sorvico rojocts on which
the colonigts will be oriploycde

Minidoka today is an cxperiiicnt. It is o twenticth
century rcpetition of the frontior sbrugele of ploncar s
ageinst the lond and tho clorents.  Tho Japancgo colm ists
have onc advantage, howcvor. They will have noedern twols,
barring wartinc prioritics and shortagea,, to wicld. in their
strugsle to subjugate the wild lond and to build new h oricg «

Minidolm it not a concontration carips  But we raiciiber the
words of onc young colonist os we loft. the rolocation contors
"I'm ¢ froc-born Arcriecan, accuscd of no crirncs VWhy nust I
.rcuain horc?"

‘This is just a prclininory rcport, hagtily writton to ricet
8 ncwspaper dedlince We would like to gece Minidoln in six
rionthg, in a year from today. Tho War Rcloestion Authority
and its adrinistrators nced thosc. six rionths and that vcor
bofore full judgicnt con be ~iven. This firot inpression, in
Minidoln's first nonth of lifc, is cnecouwraging to ug.
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