
THE SEPARATION OF NISEI  AND KIBEI  

Statement  prepared by 
Dr . Robert  Redf i el d 

The arguments for  separat i on of  Ni sei  and Ki bei  I  understand to 
be t hese: 

1) I t  woul d enabl e us to say: "The l oyal  major i ty of  J apanese 
have now been set  apar t  from those #10 may not  be l oval , 
and therefore the r est r i ct i ons pl aced upon the former  may 
be rel axed dur i ng the war  and t hei r  return to normal  l i f e 
at  the end of  the war  may be made easi er ." Hear i ng t hi s, 
the publ i c might  be more di sposed to accept  the r ei axat i on 
of  r est r i ct i ons. 

2) Encouraged by t hi s forward- l ooking and humane pol i cy, the 
J apanese themsel ves might  bet ter  accept  the ci rcumstances 
of  conf i nement . 

3) I t  woul d enabl e us to show advocates of  a severe pol i cy that  
more st r i ngent  r est r i ct i on of  the more dangerous had been 
under taken. 

The arguments agai nst  separat i on I  understand to be t hese: V 

» 
1) The publ i c might  not  respond as suggested above; i t  might  

then prove i mpossi bl e to r el ax the r est r i ct i ons; di sappoi nted, 
the J apanese might  l ose conf i dence i n the Uni ted St at es, 
and the prospects for  readjustment  of  the J apanese to American 
l i f e might  be made worse rather  than bet t er . 

2) I t  woul d separate fami l i es (brothers from brother s, chi ef l y). 

3) Admi ni st rat i ve di f f i cul t y. 

I  cannot  j udge the admi ni st rat i ve di f f i cul t i es, and I  consi der  
the i ssue wi thout  wei ghi ng t hi s f act or . 

'¿he argument  that  fami l i es woul d be separated does' not  seem to 
me to be st r ong. Separat i on would occur  at  the c/ioice of  one of  the 
pai r  separated, and such separat i ons have al ready occur red. 

The remaining argument  agai nst  separat i on depends upon future 
events which are unpr edi ct abl e, as does equal l y the corresponding 
argument  i n favor  of  separ at i on. 

L / 
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I n the face of  t hi s f act , I  i ncl i ne to separat i on because the 
step i s consi stent  - with what  I  take to be the fundamental  concept ion 
of  the ent er pr i se: these ar e Americans #10, because of  a dangerousness 
which exi st s i n a minor i ty of  them who cannot  be at  once i dent i f i ed, 
must  be protected, and must  be pl aced so that  the rest  of  us are protected 
from that  danger . The task i s to i dent i f y the t r ul y dangerous and 
confi ne or  deport  them, and to re- introduce the r est  i nto American l i f e. 
Separat i on i s a step i n that  di r ect i on. I t  reduces the degree to whi ch 
al l  may be supposed to be dangerous ("whi le i ncreasi ng the degree of  
suspi ci on at taci dng to a segregated mi nor i t y); and i t  provi des a mechanism 
whereby i ndi vi dual s may be moved from the prima faci e dangerous group 
to the group which i s not  dangerous. 

I  i ncl i ne to separat i on provided the Ni sei  are i n favor  of  i t , 
and provided the obj ect i ves of  the act i on are made known to the 
J apanese l eader s, together  wi th the r i sks that  at tend i t . I  woul d say, 
"The at t i t ude taken toward J apanese Americans depends on events beyond 
the control  of  any of  us. The good wi l l  that  we may hope to gai n by 
t hi s measure may not  be r eal i zed. But  i f  and when and to the degree 
that  the peopl e of  the country are ready to accept  J apanese Americans 
i nto t hei r  communi t ies, the separat i on arrangement  shoul d make easi er  
the return of  the l oyal  to normal  l i f e. There i s a r i sk of  di sappoint -
ment . Take t hi s r i sk wi th us. I t  i s American to take r i sks for  good 
causes." 



NOTES OH GENERAL DEWI TT 'S SEGREGATI ON FLAN 

BY J ohn Embr ee  ̂

1 . Thi s P l an i nvo l ved t he movi ng o f  s ever al  t housand i ndi v i dual s 
now i n r el o c at i o n cent er s t o un i t s 2 and 3 of  Par ker  (Col or ado 
Ri ver  Rel oc at i on Cent er ) and r onovi ng t he pr es ent  i nhabi t ant s of  
t hese Par ker  uni t s t o var i ous ot her  r el o c at i o n c ent er s . 

2. The 't ypes of  peopl e t o be moved, des i gnat ed as "s egr egees ", ar e 
as f o l l o ws : Repat r i at es , par o l ees f r om det ent i on c ent er s , evacuees 
wi t h po l i c e r ecor ds i n assembl y and r el o c at i o n c ent er s , evacuees 
l i s t ed as po t ent i a l l y danger ous by t he i n t e l l i genc e s er v i c es , mem-
ber s o f  f ami l i es such as may el ec t  t o accompany s egr egees , and t hei r  
c h i l dr en - under  s i x t een , 

3. The ai ms of  t he P l an ar e t o pr oduce two r es u l t s : To av o i d 
"i nc r eas i ng nec es s i t y f o r  us e o f  t r oops i n mai nt ai ni ng o r der ", and 
t o avo i d "Loss of  a us ef u l  manpower  r es er v o i r ". 

The above t hr ee l i tems wi l l  be comment ed upon i n o r der : 

1. The pr esent  i nhabi t ant s of  r el o c at i o n cent er s ar e j us t  b eg i nni ng 
t o r ecover  f r om t he ext r emel y uns et t l i ng ef f ec t s o f  evac uat i on f r om 
t hei r  Si omes, a per i od of  l i f e i n an assembl y cent er  under  mi l i t ar y 
guar d, and a r e l o c at i o n t o v ar i ous c ent er s i n count r y and under  condi -
t i ons new and s t r ange t o t hem. 

Under  t hese uns et t l i ng c ondi t i ons t he bu i l d i ng up of  a new com-
muni t y l i f e and l aw and or der  i s d i f f i c u l t , made t he mor e bo by un-
nat ur al  c ondi t i ons of  l i f e i n t he r el o c at i o n c ent er s . Any new l ar ge-
s c al e r el o c at i o n o f  peo p l e /  ̂ £ by gr oups wi t hout  a hear i ng and under  
c ondi t i ons o f  mar t i a l  l aw as pr oposed i n t he Segr egat i on P l an wi l l  
r enew and aggr avat e a l l  t he o l d f r us t r at i o ns and anx i et i es pr oduced 
by t he ev ac uat i o n . What  l i t t l e s ens e of  s ec ur i t y may have been bu i l t  
up wi l l  be compl et el y des t r oyed agai n . 

Soc i al  d i s o r gan i zat i o n wi l l  be pr oduced not  onl y by suddenl y r e-
movi ng hundr eds of  peopl e f r om each cent er  wi t hout  a hear i ng, but  
k l so by i nt r oduc i ng i nt o each c ent er  hundr eds of  new peopl e f r om 
Par k er . The s us pens i on of  educ at i on and o t her  r el o c at i o n cent er  act -
i v i t i e s , whi ch i s i mpl i c i t  i n t he P l an, woul d add t o t h i s s oc i al  
d i s o r gan i zat i o n . 

2« The c at ego r i es o f  peopl e whi ch i t  i s pr oposed t o move ar e t eer y 
het er ogeneous . Many per f ec t l y l aw- abi di ng peopl e who wi s h t o r et ur n 
t o J apan wi l l  be put  t oget her  wi t h a gr oup o f  peopl e who have po l i c e 
r ecor ds and anot her  gr oup wi t h subver s i ve r ec o r ds . A segr agee camp 
made of  such gr oups wi l l  have no means o f  bu i l d i ng up a r es po ns i b l e 
publ i c op i n i on wi t h i n i t s e l f  f o r  l aw and o r der , and so wi l l  need f u l l  
mi l i t ar y c ont r o l  F ur t her mor e, t he p l ac i ng o f  r epat r i at es and ant i -
s o c i al  l awbr eaker s t oget her  i s not  ver y j u s t . The l egal  bases f o r  
agai n r emovi ng t housands of  peopl e wi t hout  a hear i ng i s al so doubt f ul , -
es pec i a l l y i n ar eas out s i de t he wes t er n ar ea. 

3. The ef f ec t s of  t he Segr egat i on P l anar e not  l i k e l y t o be t hese whi ch 
ar e des i r ed . F i r s t  o f  a l l , mor e mi l i t ar y guar ds wi l l  be needed at  
Par ker  t han at  pr es ent . Sec ondl y , t he o t her  c ent er s , due t o i nc r eas ed 
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t he us ef ul  manpower - r eser voi r  i n t he cent er s wi l l  be v i r t ual l y dr i ed 
up due t o t he r emoval  of  many t housands t o Par ker  and t he ef f ec t s 
of  t he car r y i ng out  of  t he Segr egat i on P l an on t he popul at i on of  
t he r emai ni ng c ent er s . 

* * 

The above pr ogr am i s v i r t ual l y evacuat i on al l  over  agai n, wi t h 
al l  of  i t s at t endant  d i f f i c u l t i es and unpl easant  af t er - ef f ec t s . I t  
woul d r emove t he l as t  ves t i ge of  c i t i zens hi p r i ght s of  J apanese-
Amer i cans and f l y i n t he f ace of  t he Pour  Fr eedoms v/e ar e f i ght i ng 
f o r . Fur t her mor e, i t  woul d sol ve none of  t he pr esent  pr obl ems of  
WRA. 

Dur i ng t he pr oc ess , WRA woul d abdi cat e aut hor i t y t o a segr ega-
t i on di r ec t or  and woul d have t o assume r es pons i bi l i t y f or  t he af t er -
ef f ec t s o f  t he pl an i n t he r el oc at i on cent er s , a s i t uat i on not  unl i ke 
t hat  f o l l owi ng t he assembl y cent er  per i o d. 

A POSI TI VE VS.A NEGATI VE PROGRAM 

I t  mi ght  be po i nt ed out  i n t hi s connect i on t hat  t he pr oposed 
P l an i s compl et el y negat i v e. Si mpl y r emovi ng t housands of  i ndi vi du-
al s f r om pr esent  cent er s t o a segr egat i on cent er  does not  r emove t he 
causes o f  s oc i al  di s o r gani zat i on i n r el oc at i on c ent er s . Thi s di sor g-
ani zat i on has been br ought  about  by t he o r i g i nal  evacuat i on exper -
i enc e, whi ch ser i ous l y under mi ned t he f ami l y and communi t y or gani za-
t i on of  t he evacuees . Toget her  wi t h t h i s soc i al  di so r gani zat i on 
t her e has been pr oduced, i nev i t abl y , as br eakdown i n t he soc i al  
cont r o l s exer c i sed by f ami l y and communi t y o r gani zat i on. Added to 
fehi s have been t he ser i ous psychol ogi cal  wounds suf f er ed by t he 
Amer i can c i t i zen gr oup, (t w- t hi r ds o f  t he t o t a l . ) These f ac t or s 
t oget her  wi t h t he condi t i ons o f  cent er  l i f e ( f ami l i es i n s i ngl e 
r ooms, common mess ha l l s , bar bed wi r e f enc es , e t c . ) pr oduce soc i al  
condi t i ons r equi r i ng a cc ns t r uc t i ve admi ni s t r at i on of  t he evacuee 
popul at i on i s not  t o be compl et el y l o s t . 

The WRA has al r eady commenced a pos i t i v e pr ogr am wi t hi n t he 
cent er s f or  r econs t r uc t i ng communi t y l i f e and pr ov i di ng f or  t he 
cons t r uc t i ve psychol ogi cal  r eadj ust ment  of  t he i ndi v i dual s . Despi t e 
t he handi caps i ndi cat ed above, some pr ogr ess al ong t hese l i nes i s 
bei ng made. Pl ans ar e at  pr esent  under  way f or / ĵ cy i / j i /  ̂ segr egat i ng 
r epat r i at es , s i nce t hey have expr essed a des i r e t o r et ur n t o J apan 
and do not  have much i n common wi t h t he r es t  of  t he evacuees , who 
l ook t ov/ar d Amer i ca f or  t hei r  f ut ur e. 

The ant i - soc i al  el ement s i n t he cent er s ar e bei ng deal t  wi t h i n 
t wo- ways -  by r egul ar  pr ocesses o f  l o c al , s t at e and f eder al  cour t s , 
and by i ndi v i dual  segr egat i on t o Camp Moab. Al l  such ac t i on i s based 
on ant i - soc i al  ac t i on wi t h i n c ent er s . 

Per sons r egar ded as po t ent i al l y danger ous t o t he i nt er nal  secur -
i t y of  t he nat i on need no f ur t her  det ent i on unl ess t hey become ant i -
s oc i al  wi t hi n t he c ent er s , ei t her  t hr ough v i o l enee or  t hr ough at t empt  
t o conver t  t hei r  f el l ow evacuees . 
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The ul t i mat e ai mof  t hepr esent  pr ogr am i s al so t o r educe t he 
number  o f  guar ds necessar y and t o r et ur n as many evacuees as poss i bl e 
t o pr oduct i ve par t i c i pat i on i n t he war  ef f o r t  and i n Amer i can l i f e . 
I t  i s bel i eved t hat  t he pos i t i ve and const r uc t i ve pr ogr am, now under  
way i s mor e l i k e l y t o pr oduce t he des i r ed r es ul t s r at her  t han any 
pur el y negat i ve measur es such as l ar ge- scal e s egr egat i on. 



Repo r t s ,Of f i c e, War  Dept  

Conf i dent i al  Mar ch 20,  1943 

MEMORANDUM 

Pr om: 
To: 

The Di s t r i c t  I nt el l i genc e Of f i c er . 
The Di r ec t or  of  Naval  I n t el l i genc e. 

Sub j e c t : J apanese Rel ocat i on Cent er s ; Condi t i ons 
and Ac t i v i t i es i n . 

1. The f o l l owi ng i nf or mat i on concer ni ng t he J apanese Rel o-
cat i on Cent er s at  Post on, and at  Gi l a Ri v er , Ar i zona, was 
suppl i ed by a Caucas i an i nf or mat n, whose r e l i ab i l i t y i s con-
s i der ed exc el l ent : 

' REGI STRATI ON FOR MI L I TARY SERVI CE 

B- 2 For  seme weeks pas t , t he mai n t opi c of  i nt er es t  i n 
t he r el ocat i on cent er s has been t he al l - i mpor t ant  mat t er  
of  r egi s t r at i on f or  mi l i t ar y ser v i ce of  al l  mal e J apanese 
of  s ui t abl e age. I t  i s appar ent  t hat  agi t at or s among 
the I s s ei  and Ki bei  gr oups have sought  to i nf l uence t he 
r egi s t r at i on of  Ni s ei  yout hs who, but  f or  i nt er f er ence on 
t he par t  of  t hei r  el der s , woul d unhes i t at i ngl y have decl ar ed 
t hei r  r eal  sent i ment s wi t h r egar d t o l oy al t y . The gr eat  
bone of  cont ent i on was t he manner  i n whi ch Quest i ons #27 and 
#28 of  t he Ar my Ques t i onnai r e, (DSS For m 304 A) wer e an-
swer ed. These quest i ons had t o do wi t h t he i ndi v i dual ' s 
wi l l i ngnes s t o ser ve i n t he ar med f or ces of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es and a pl edge of  l oyal t y t o our  Gover nment , whi l e 
f or swear i ng any al l egi anc e t o t he J apanese Emper or . 

I t  now appear s t hat  t he t r ue pur pose of  t hose ques-
t i ons , whi ch pur pose pr esumabl y was t o obt ai n a r ef l ec t i o n 
of  each man's own s t at e of  mi nd, has been def eat ed by 
out s i de i nf l uence and l at er  by gr ant i ng � per  mi s si  on, to a l l  
t hose who wi shed t o do s o , t o change t hei r  dec l ar at i ons 
f r om "No" t o "Y es , " more as a mat t er  of  expedi ency t han f or  
r easons of  l oy al t y . 

B- 2 The at t i t ude of  t he I s s ei  t owar ds t he i nduc t i on of  
young J apanese i nt o t he ar med f or ces i s , f or  t he most  
par t , hi ghl y unf avor abl e. The I s s ei  poi nt  out  t hat  t he V 
Ni s ei  ar e Amer i can c i t i zens who have been i ncar cer at ed 
wi t hout  due c ause; t hat  t hei r  Amer i can c i t i zens hi p means 
not hi ng and t hat  i f  t hey ar e t aken i nt o t he Ar my t he Ni sd 
wi l l  not  r ecei ve a "f a i r  br eak ." 

The at t i t ude of  t he Ni sei  i n t hi s r egar d i s not  
unl i ke t hat  of  t hei r  el der s . The younger  J apanese say 
t hat , even i f  t hey vo l unt eer  or  ar e i nduct ed i nt o t he 
s er v i c e, t hei r  par ent s wi l l  s t i l l  be "l ocked up . " Ni s ei  
so l di er s al r eady i n ser v i c e, a l l ege, when t hey v i s i t  the 
r el oc at i on camp, t hat  t hey ar e unf ai r l y t r eat ed i n t he 
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Ar my. The Ni sei  f ur t her  compl ai n t hat  even i f  t hey vol unt eer  
t hey wi l l  not  "be per mi t t ed t o s t and guar d dut y ; wi l l  have 
no oppor t uni t y f or  advancement , and t hat  t he f ac t  of  t hei r  
mi l i t ar y ser v i ce wi l l  i n no way bet t er  t hei r  pr esent  con-
di t i on . 

B- 2 Many evacuees f eel  t hat  t hey shoul d have been gi ven a 
chance t o vo l unt eer  bef or e evacuat i on, and t hat  t he pr esent  
o f f er  of  an oppor t uni t y t o vo l unt eer  f or  ser v i ce i s j us t  
anot her  way t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my has of  "put t i ng on t he \ / 
h ea t . " "Why v o l unt eer ? ," t hey as k , "I f  you vol unt eer  t hey 
won't  gi ve you a br eak , and i f  you do n' t  vo l unt eer  t hey ' l l  
dr af t  you anyway ." 

B- 2 The Ki bei  s t r ess al l  t he ar gument s br ought  f o r t h by 
bot h I s s ei  and Ni s e i , addi ng such r emar ks as , " I f  MacAr t hur  
does n' t  get  you, t he shar ks wi l l " ; "Your  Amer i can c i t i zen-  / 
shi p means no t h i ng"; "The Ar my wi l l  mer el y send you out  
t o be s l aught er ed"; and, " I f  you l eave her e your  par ent s 
wi l l  s u f f e r . " 

At  t he Col or ado Ri ver  War  Rel ocat i on Cent er , Pos t on, 
Ar i zona, t he r egi s t r at i o n i s not  compl et ed. However , 
r egi s t r at i on wi t hi n t hat  cent er  dur i ng t he f i r s t  f ew days 
i ndi cat ed t hat  appr oxi mat el y t went y per  cent  of  al l  r egi s -
t r ant s had answer ed "No" t o Ques t i ons #27 and #28. 

At  t he Gi l a Ri ver  War  Rel ocat i on P r o j ec t , R i v er s , 
Ar i zo na, r  e- r egi s t r  at  i on was cont empl at ed, i nasmuch as 
agi t at or s had so i nt er f er ed wi t h t he f i r s t  r egi s t r at i on 
t hat  an accur at e est i mat e of  t he s i t uat i on was i mpossi bl e . 
I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  t went y- seven t r oubl e maker s wer e r e-
moved f r om t he camp by agent s of  t he Feder al  Bur eau of  I n-
ves t i gat i on on Febr uar y 16, 1S43, and t hat  f o l l owi ng t hei r  
r emoval  a second oppor t uni t y f or  r egi s t r at i on woul d be 
o f f er ed t he evacuees . 

B- 2 The at t i t ude of  I s s ei  t owar ds young J apanese who have 
l ef t  - the camps t o j o i n t he Ar my appear s t o depend on 
whet her  t hey bel i eve t he boys j o i ni ng t he Ar my wi l l  be 
gi ven due cons i der at i on and accept abl e t r eat ment . I n 
gener al , t he i dea t hat  t he J apanese who vol unt eer  ar e 
f o o l i s h , appear s t o be pr eval ent . 

I t  has been pr ev i ous l y r epor t ed t hat  f ami l i es of  
J apanese vol unt eer s had been pr ac t i c al l y os t r ac i zed by 
ot her  r es i dent s of  t he c ent er s . I t  now appear s t hat  most  
of  t he unpl easant  t r eat ment  of  such f ami l i es i s f os t er ed 
by K i bei , who l oudl y pr oc l ai m t he accusat i on t hat  vol un-
t eer s have been di s l oy al  t o t hei r  Mot her  Count r y , t hat  i s , 
t he Mot her  Count r y of  t hei r  par ent s . I t  i s bel i eved t hat , 
i n gener al , t he f ami l i es of  vo l unt eer s ar e not  t he v i c t i ms 
of  of  any ac t ual  mi s t r eat ment . 



J apanese Rel ocat i on Cent er s ; Condi t i ons and Ac t i v i t i es i n, 
- 3-

MORALE 
t hat  

B- 2 I t  i s r epor t ed/at  Pos t on, t he mor al e of  t he evacuees 
appear s , on t he s ur f ac e, t o be r el at i v el y good and t hat  
many of  t he Caucas i an member s of  t he Admi ni s t r at i ve St af f  
cons i der  i t  exc el l ent . However , t he evacuees appear  t o f eel  
t hat  t he camp i s seet hi ng wi t h unr es t , at t r i but abl e l ar gel y 
to t he unc er t ai nt y of  t he evacuees* f ut ur e, and, i n some 
measur e, t o r umor s t hat  ar e c ai s t ant l y spr ead t hr oughout  t he 
camp. 

Rumor s r ecent l y i n c i r c ul at i on at  Post on ar e: 

(a) That  at  10:00 P .M. Mar ch 1, 1943, al l  J apanese 
r el oc at i on cent er s t hr oughout  t he Uni t ed St at es woul d be 
bur ned t o t he gr ound. 

(b) That  by May 1, al l  evacuees l ocat ed at  Post on, 
wer e to be t r ans f er r ed to a new r el oc at i on cent er  i n 
Ar k ans as ; t he r eas on bei ng t hat  by May 1, evacuees woul d 
have compl et ed the c l ear i ng of  some seven or  ei ght  t hou-
sand acr es of  gr ound f or  t he I ndi an Ser v i c e, whi ch gr ound 
woul d t hen be t ur ned over  t o t he I ndi ans . 

(c ) That  a l l  f ood suppl i es woul d be cut  by at  l eas t  
f i f t y per  cent ; t hi s because of  t he gieat  f ood shor t age 
exi s t i ng t hr oughout  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

At  Gi l a Ri ver , mor al e of  t he evacuees appear s t o be 
much hi gher  t han at  Pos t on. Thi s may be at t r i but ed i n 
l ar ge par t  t o t he l ocat i on of  t he Gi l a Ri ver  Pr oj ect  
and t o t he I ndust r i ous at t i t ude of  t he evacuees . Post on 
i s l ocat ed i n an ar ea t hi ck l y cover ed wi t h br ush f our t een 
t o ei ght een f eet  h i gh, whi ch has had t o be c l ear ed bef or e 
any wor k of  a pr oduct i ve nat ur e coul d be under t aken. At  
Gi l a R i v er , whi c h l i es i n a p l at eau, much, of  t he gr ound 
had been pr ev i ous l y c l ear ed and compar at i vel y l i t t l e ac t ual  
c l ear i ng had t o be accompl i shed bef or e pr oduct i ve ac t i v i t i es 
coul d be s t ar t ed. Sever al  t housand acr es ar e under  cul t i -
vat i on at  Gi l a Ri ver  and t he evacuees ar e kept  bus y . Thei r  
l i v i ng quar t er s ar e somewhat  bet t er  t han t he houses at  
Pos t on, and weat her  condi t i ons ar e much more bear abl e. I t  
i s saf e t o say t hat  t he l ocat i on of  Pos t on, i t s s o i l  and 
t er r ai n, has been the l ar gest  f ac t or  i n pl ac i ng i t  behi nd 
ot her  cent er s i n mor al e and gener al  pr os per i t y . 

B- 2 I t  i s under st ood t hat  l i v i ng condi t i ons of  t he Cauca-
s i an empl oyees wi t hi n t he cent er s ar e not  gr eat l y super i or  
t o t hose pr ovi ded f or  t he J apanese. The Caucas i ans l i ve 
i n the same k i nd of  bar r acks as t hose occupi ed by evacuees , 
wi t h communi t y bat hs , l at r i nes and l aundr i es . 

B- 2 At  Post on t he bar r acks ar e bui l t  of  f r ame and t ar  
paper , wi t h r ough boar d f l o o r s , some of  whi ch have cr acks 
a quar t er  of  an i nch wi de. Al l  bar r acks have doubl e r oof s 
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as a pr ot ec t i on agai ns t  t he ext r eme summer  heat . The gr ounds 
ar ound t he bar r acks at  Post on ar e, f or  t he most  par t , as yet  
uni mpr oved. The i dea has been br ought  f or war d t hat  an 
evacuee's at t i t ude t owar ds t he war  ef f o r t may be det er mi ned 
t o some ext ent  by hi s ef f o r t  t o i mpr ove t he appear ance of  
t he br r acks i n whi ch he l i v es . I n some cases l awns have 
been pl ant ed, conveni ent  l i t t l e por ches or  r oo f s over  door -
ways have been const r uc t ed, a l l  of  whi ch cont r .i  but e t o a 

B- 2 homel i ke appear ance. I t  i s r ec al l ed t hat  Uni t  #1, whi ch 

f i t  i t t / . t he seat  of  most  of  t he t r oubl e t hat  has been 
br ewed i n t he camp, shows t he l eas t  i mpr ovement  of  a l l . 

B- 2 At  Gi l a Ri ver  the bar r acks ar e pai nt ed, a cr eam- col or  
and ar e of  a cons t r uc t i on super i or  t o t hat  of  t he Post on 
bar r acks . L i nol eum has been l ai d over  t he wooden f l oor s 
and near l y ever y br r ack has a smal l  gr ass pl ot  or  decor a-
t i ve gar den near by . 

B- 2 _ I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  a c er t s i n amount  of  di s s at i s f ac -
t i on on the par t  of  evacuees i s caused by t he J apanese 
hel p who wor  ̂ i n t he k i t chens i n whi ch f ood i s pr epar ed 
f or  t he Caucas i an empl oyees. The f ood ser ved t o t he 
l at t er  i s sai d t o be not i ceabl y super i or  i n qual i t y t o 
t hat  ser ved i n t he mess hal l s of  t he J apanese. Many of  t he 
J apanese have smal l  char coal  bur ner s or  el ec t r i c pl at es 
i n t hei r  l i v i ng quar t er s and ar e abl e t o suppl ement  t hei r  
di et  by pr epar i ng smal l  quant i t i es of  f ood, f r om t i me t o 
t i me, at  home. I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  t he t ea suppl y at  
Post on, has been exhaust ed and t hat  evacuees ar e pr epar i ng 
a subs t i t ut e br ew f r om r i c e. 

ATTI TUDE OF YOUNG CHI LDREN 

B- 2 I t  i s r el i abl y r epor t ed t hat  t he at t i t ude of  t he 
J apanese yout h under  ei ght een i s one of  f r us t r at i on and j  
unc er t ai nt y . They appear  t o be dazed by what  has happened. 
Pr i or  t o t he evacuat i on t hey had cons i der ed t hemsel ves 
Amer i cans and have si n® l ear ned t hat  t hey ar e cons i der ed 
J aps , t he wor d "J ap , " meani ng somet hi ng r epr ehens i bl e. I t  
i s bel i eved by t he i nf or mant  t hat  t he young J apanese 
chi l dr en ar e r api dl y l os i ng t hei r  Amer i can ways al ong wi t h 
much of  t hei r  J apanese t r ai n i ng. They have se®n t hei r  
el der s depr i ved of  t he r i ght  t o gover n f ami l i es and, i n 
consequence of  t h i s , many chi l dr en pay l i t t l e or  no at -
t ent i on t o t hei r  par ent s . I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  many I s s ei  
do not  t r y t o t ake cor r ec t i ve measur es wi t h t hei r  chi l dr en 
f or  f ear  t hei r  ac t i on may be obser ved by o t her s , "dogs " 
do- cal l ed, who wi l l  r epor t  t hem t o t he aut hor i t i es f o r ' 
beat i ng t hei r  chi l dr en because t he chi l dr en ar e pr o- Amer i -
c an. 

NI SEI  AND KI BEI  LEAVI NG FOR OUTSI DE EMPLOYMENT 

B- 2  ̂ The ques t i on of  empl oyment  on t he out s i de i s one t hat  
i s l ooked upon by al l  evacuees wi t h mi xed f eel i ngs . They 

/ 
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nat ur al l y wonder  how t hey wi l l  "be t r eat ed i n a new l oc at i on, 
and whet her  t hei r  depar t ur e may i nsur e bet t er  t r eat ment  f or  
t hose t hey have l ef t  "behi nd. Those who accept  out s i de em-
pl oyment  f eel  t hat  i f  t hey make good t hey shoul d be al l owed 
unr es t r i c t ed f r eedom of  t r avel  t hr oughout  t he Uni t ed St at es 
and t hat  t hei r  f ami l i es shoul d event ual l y be per mi t t ed t o 
j o i n t hem. 

ATTI TUDE OF NI SEI  TOWARDS SEGREGATI ON OF DI SLOYAL J APANESE 

B- 2 I t  appear s t hat  most  of  t he Ni s ei  ar e hear t i l y i n f avor  
of  t he segr egat i on of  di s l oy al  J apanese, i f  and when i t  i s 
def i n i t el y pr oved t hat  t hose per sons sel ec t ed f or  segr e-
gat i on ar e d i s l o y al . The whol e mat t er  appear s t o hi nge 
on a def i n i t i on of  d i s l o y al t y , and whose par ent s ar e t o 
be af f ec t ed by t he dec i s i o n. Some Ni s ei  f ee l  t hat  t hei r  
par ent s ar e now c l as s i f i ed as di s l oyal  because of  cont r i -
bt ui ons t o var i ous J apanese o r gani zat i ons , t he r eal  nat ur e 
of  whi ch, t hey appear  to bel i ev e, was unknown t o t he 
I s s e i , who cPn t r i but ed t hr ough sent i ment  or  f r i ends hi p 
f or  t he s o l i c o t o r , or  because t hey wer e af r i ad of  l os i ng 
f ace i n t i e communi t i es i n whi ch t hey l i v ed. 

B- 2 I t  I s r epor t ed t hat  sever al  Ni sei  had expr essed sat i s -
f ac t i on i n t he r emoval  f r om camp of  men l i ke Zenshi r o Tachi -
bana, #10 has been sever al  t i mes pr ev i ous l y r epor t ed by 
t he El event h Naval  Di s t r i c t . At  t he same t i me, t he same 
Ni sei  wer e ver y bi t t er  i n t hei r  denunc i at i on of  such men 
as Sabur o K i do , Fr ed Tayama, Ken Mst sumot o and Mi ke Masaoka, 
of  t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League, a l l  of  whom have 
f avor ed s egr egat i on. They appear  t o be of  t he opi ni on 
t h£ t hese men ar e a r eal  t hr eat  t o Amer i can s ec ur i t y , i n 
t hat  t hey , i n bet t er i ng t hemsel ves at  t he expense of  J apanese 
i nt er nees , ar e c r eat i ng a r ace hat r ed. Sever al  Ni s ei  r e-
por t edl y have s ai d, "When t hi s t hi ng i s over , t hey d i e . " 

ORGANI ZATI ONS 
DAI  NTPPON SEI NEN KAI  

B- 2 At  Pos t on, t he Dai  Ni ppon Sei nen Kai  (Yout h As s oc i at i on) 
has l os t  i t s l eader , Zenshi r o Tac hi bana, who was appr e-
hended as an agi t at o r  and t r i abl e maker  on Febr uar y 2, 194 3. 

I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  t he or gani zat i on admi t s appr oxi mat el y 
f i f t y member s at  Pos t on, but  a r el i abl e i nf or mant  has ex-
pr essed t he bel i ef  t hat  t her e ar e ac t ual l y bet ween f i ve 
huhdr ed and s i x hundr ed member s. I t  i s t he bel i ef  of  the 
i nf or mant  t hat  many of  t he so- cal l ed "s t eak bakes" and at h-
l et i c meet i ngs hel d by t he evacuees ar e def i n i t el y connect ed 
wi t h t he Dai  Ni ppon Sei nen Kai . 

B- 2 At  Gi l a Ri v er , t he Dai  Ni ppon Sei r sn i s r epor t ed t o have 
bet ween seven hundr ed and ei ght  hundr ed member s. I t s 
l eader shi p i s sai d t o be s t r ongl y pr o- J apanese al t hough i t  
i s not  known t hat  t he ent i r e member shi p shoul d be so con-
s i der ed. Fol l owi ng t he r emoval  of  sever al  pr i me mover s i n 
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t hi s gr oup, on Febr uar y 16, 194 3, by t he F eder al  Bur eau of  
I nv es t i gat i on, a number  of  young men, most  of  whom ar e 
K i bei , wer e sai d t o be ac t i v el y seek i ng l eader shi p of  t he 
o r gani zat i on. 

SEI CHQ- NQ- I YE 

B- 2 I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  t he Sei cho- no- I ye gr oup at  Gi l a 
Ri ver  i s made up of  sever al  f ami l i es who ar e ac t i vel y 
seek i ng new conver t s . Meet i ngs , at t ended by f i f t y t o 
s i xt y per sons , ar e hel d i n pr i vat e apar t ment s . I t  i s 
under st ood t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on heads l ook upon t he 
gr oup as a non- mi l i t ar i s t i c gr oup, t eachi ng the doct r i ne 
of  br ot her l y l ove, t he absence of  ev i l , somewhat  af t er  t he 
manner  of  Chr i s t i an Sc i enc e. 

No evi dence of  t he exi s t ence of  Sei cho- no- I ye gr oups 
at  Pos t on, has been r epor t ed. 

THE PRESS 

B- 2 The Post on Chr oni c l e oper at es under  t he super v i s i on 
of  Mr . Mor r i s J ames, who i s l i s t ed as Pr ess and I nt el l i genc e 
Of f i c er  at  t he c ent er . I t  has not  been det er mi ned whet her  
qual i f i ed censor s ar e empl oyed t o r ev i ew t he J apanese 
l anguage sec t i on of  t he paper . 

B- 2 At  Gi l a R i v er , an i nf or mant  r epor t s t hat  t he J apanese 
sec t i on of  t he Gi l a Ri ver  News- Cour i er  i s r ev i ewed by cen-
s o r s , but  t he censor s ar e al l  J apanese. Ther e i s sai d to 
be no Caucasi an at  t he Gi l a Ri ver  cent er  wi t h s uf f i c i ent  
knowl edge of  t he J apanese l anguage t o ser ve as censor . I t  
i s under st ood t hat  Mr . .LeBar on, P ubl i c i t y Di r ec t o r , has 
s t at ed t hat  he I s awar e of  t he f ac t  t hat  i t ems may of t en 
r each the J apanese sec t i on whi ch ar e not  set  f o r t h i n t he 
Engl i s h sec t i on of  t he pape,r , but  t hat  copi es of  a l l  i s sues 
ar e s ent  t o t he Feder al  Bur eau of  I nves t i gat i on i n Washi ng-
t on, D. C. 

CAMOUFLAGE NET FACTORI ES 

B- 2 I t  i s r epor t ed t hat , at  Post on, t he I s s ei  do as l i t t l e 
as poss i bl e t owar ds any camp ac t i v i t y and, i f  empl oyed, 
t hey make c er t ai n not  t o over - exer t  t hemsel ves f or  t hei r  
pay of  $16. 00 per  mont h. The net  f ac t or y at  Post on has 
onl y r ecent l y begun oper at i on and i t  i s t oo soon t o gat her  
an accur at e pi c t ur e of  t he s i t uat i o n. 

At  Gi l a Ri v er , t he net  f ac t or y appear s t o have t he 
appr oval  of  t he maj or i t y of  bot h I s s ei  and Ni s e i . Bot h 
gr oups have a cer t ai n amount  of  pr i de i n t hei r  achi evement s 
and ar e i Ul l y awar e t hat  t hei r  wor k i s cont r i but i ng t o t he 
war  ef f o r t . 
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AMERI CAN FRI ENDS SERVI CE COMMI TTEE 

B- 2 The F r i ends ar e ver y ac t i ve at  bot h Post on and Gi l a 

R i v er . Many t eacher s on the admi ni s t r at i ve st af f  ̂ ar e af -
f i l i a t es of  the F r i ends gr oup, who cons t ant l y t al k paci -
f i s m. I nasmuch as most  of  t he evacuees ar e Buddhi s t , i t  
i s unl i kel y t hat  t hey ar e deepl y i mpr essed by t he r el i gi ous 
expr ess i ons of  the F r i ends , but  t he at t i t ude of  sel f - pi t y 
f os t er ed by t he pac i f i s t  gr oups cannot  but  be har mf ul . 

Dr . and Mr s . Wal t er  Bal der s t on ar e r es i dent  r epr esen-
t at i ves of  t he Amer i can F r i ends Ser v i ce Commi t t ee at  Post on, 
Al t hough Dr . Bl ader s t on i s under st ood t o have no o f f i c i a l  
connect i on wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i ve St a f f , i t  i s r epor t ed 
t hat  he t akes par t  i n a l l  s t af f  meet i ngs . I n consequence 
of  t h i s , he i s cogni zant  of  al l  admi ni s t r at i ve af f ai r s and 
i t  i s al l eged t hat  he "passes on" i nf or mat i on t o t he J apanese 
and t o t he or gani zat i on he r epr esent s and by whi ch hi s 
sal ar y i s pai d. 

B- 2 One Naomi  Wood, empl oyed as a school  t eacher  at  Post on, 
i s known t o be s t r ongl y opposed t o al l  war  ac t i v i t y and i s 
al l eged t o have t al ked t o t he younger  J apanese agai ns t  
vo l unt eer i ng, agai nst  Sel ec t i ve- Ser v i ce, agai ns t  wor k i n 
t he net  f ac t or i es or  any ac t i v i t y t hat  hel ps t he war  ef f o r t . 
Naomi  Wood i s r epor t ed t o be a di vo r c ee, now engaged to a 
consc i ent i ous obj ec t o r , name not  r epor t ed, who v i s i t s her  
f r equent l y at  t he cent er . I n v i ew of  t he known at t i t ude 
of  t he per sonnel  i n Ci v i l i an Wor k Camps t owar ds t he evacua-
t i on of  J apanese, and the const ant  hammer i ng of  t hese gr oups 
on the t opi c of  "mi st r eat ment  of  mi nor i t y gr oups ," i t  ap-
pear s t hat  t he l i a i s o n bet ween Naomi  Wood and her  f i ance 
mi ght  be a means of  pass i ng i nf or mat i on i n and out  of  t he 
camps. 

ATTI TUDE OF J APANESE TOWARDS AMI NI STRATTON OFF I CI ALS 

B- 2 I t  appear s t hat  t hose evacuees who have been gi ven em-
pl oyment  ' c l ose t o t he admi ni s t r at i ve o f f i c i a l s and ser ve 
as i nf or mer s f or  t hem, have t he hi ghes t  r egar d f or  t hose 
i n aut ho r i t y . I n gener al , however , t he evacuees f ee l , 
es pec i al l y at  Pos t on, t hat  t he camp o f f i c i a l s , r epr esent i ng 
t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y and t he I ndi an Commi ssi on do 
not  have t he i nt er es t s of  t he evacuees at  hear t . I t  i s r e-
por t ed t hat  many J apanese have expr essed t he vi ew t hat  t he 
admi ni s t r at i on i s weak and t hat  f ew s t af f  member s have 
had any pr evi ous as soc i at i on wi t h J apanese peopl e 'and 
ar e t her ef or e not  qual i f i ed t o admi ni s t er  t he af f ai r s of  a 
Rel ocat i on Cent er . Evacuees f eel  t hat  member s of  t he 
I ndi an Commi ssi on i n t he camps l ook down upon them as bei ng 
l ess t han human, and appear  t o wi sh t o expl o i t  t he J apanese 
f or  t he benef i t  of  t he I ndi an Commi ssi on. The evacuees 
f eel  t hat  t hese i ndi v i dual s make no ef f o r t  t o under st and 
J apanese psychol ogy or  t o gai n t he conf i dence of  t he 
J apanese. Consequent l y , t he J apanese do not  suppor t  t hem. 
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B- 2 : At  Gi l a R i v er , t he at t i t ude of  t he evacuees t owar ds t he 
admi ni s t r at i on o f f i c i a l s i s sai d t o be much bet t er  t han at  
Pos t on. At  Gi l a , t he f eel i ng i s expr essed t hat  t he o f f i c i a l s 
ar e doi ng ever yt hi ng t hey can to hel p t he evacuees and ar e, 
f or  t he most  par t , s i ncer e i n t hei r  wor k . I t  i s poss i bl e 
t hat  t he at t i t ude of  cooper at i on r epor t ed at  Gi l a Ri ver  
may be at t r i but abl e i n par t  t o t he pr esence of  a Mr . Wi l l i am-
son, I nt er nal  Secur i t y Head, who f or mer l y l i ved i n Hawai i , 
and has an exc el l ent  under s t andi ng of  J apanese psychol ogy 
and cust oms. 

Nor r i s J ames, Pr ess and I nt el l i genc e Of f i c er  at  Pos t on, 
i s appr ent l y not  hi ghl y r egar ded by t he evacuees . He i s 
r epor t edl y cons i der ed mown t o t he J apanese as a whi t e 
"do g", a st ool - pi geon and an i nf or mer . I t  i s f ur t her  r e-
por t ed t hat  J ames pr ocl ai ms t o al l  who wi l l  l i s t en t hat  
he i s an i nt el l i genc e o f f i c er . Pr esumabl y he wi shes t o gi ve 
the i mpr ess i on t hat  he i s connect ed wi t h some br anch of  
gover nment  s er v i c e. He i s al l eged t o have t ol d t hat  he 
had or der s t o r epor t  t o t he Twel f t h Naval  Di s t r i c t  on J anuar y 
15, 1943, but  t hat  hi s or der s had been t empor ar i l y c anc el l ed. 
I t  i s f ur t her  s t at ed t hat  J ames makes f r equent  v i s i t s t o 
E l  Co r r al , t he onl y ni ght  spot  i n Par k er , Ar i zona, wher e 
he dr i nks heav i l y and t al ks t oo much. 

ATTI TUDE OF OFF I CI ALS TOWARDS UN- AMERICAN ACTI VI T I ES 

B- 2 I t  i s bel i eved t hat  most  of  t he o f f i c i a l s i n t he camps 
ar e anxi ous t o put  a st op t o un- Amer i can ac t i v i t i es on t he 
par t  of  evacuees . The o f f i c i a l s ar e l ar gel y dependent  on 
dogs , i nf or mer s , f or  such r epl r t s as t hey ar e abl e t o ob-
t ai n r egar di ng subver s i ve ac t s , and i t  i s bel i eved t hat  
t hey f r equent l y r ecei ved bi ased and al t oget her  i naccur at e 
i nf or mat i on. Havi ng had l i t t l e or  nor  f or mer  exper i ence 
wi t h. J apanese, t hey ar e of t en unabl e t o j udge bet ween ac-
cur at e r epor t s and i nf or mat i on t hat  i s gi ven by unscr upul ous 
i nf or i r er s i n t he hope of  bet t er i ng t hei r  own condi t i on 
whi l e i nvo l v i ng ot her s i n t r oubl e, of t en because of  per -
sonal  enmi t i es . 

RED CROSS ACTI VI TI ES 

B- 2 I t  has been pr ev i ous l y r epor t ed t hat  Red Cr oss act i -
v i t i es wi t hi n t he canps have been sponsor ed and oper at ed 
l ar gel y by I s s e i . Because of  t he f act  t hat  i ndi v i dual s 
connect ed wi t h Red Cr oss ac t i v i t i es have been known agi -
t at o r s , t hei r  ac t i v i t i es al ong t he l i ne of  c o l l ec t i ng 
f unds f or  humani t ar i an ser v i c e have been vi ewed wi t h some 
s us pi c i on. Al t hough c er t ai n of  t he I s s ei  ar e r epor t ed t o 
have sai d t hat  t hr ough Red Cr oss ass i s t ance t hey hope t o 
demonst r at e t hei r  l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es , i t  i s al so 
under st ood t hat  t he heads of  i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y at  Pos t on, 
have s t at ed t hat , t o t hei r  knowl edge, t he Red Cr oss act i -
v i t i es at  the camp have no def i n i t e connect i on wi t h t he 
Nat i onal  Red Cr oss s t r uc t ur e. I t  i s under st ood t hat  t he 
Nat i onal  Red Cr oss i s sendi ng an i nves t i gat or  to bot h Gi l a 
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Ri ver  and Post on t o audi t  Red Cr oss c o l l ec t i ons and t o i nsur e 
t he pr oper  super vi si on and di s semi nat i on of  Red Cr oss f unds . 

SPANI SH CONSUL'S VI SI T 

B- 2 I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  whenever  t he Spani sh Consul ar  Re-
pr esent at i ves v i s i t  t he Post on camp t hey ar e escor t ed ar ound 
the camp by a member  o f  the Admi ni s t r at i ve St af f  or  by some 
member  of  t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y Boar d. An i nf or mant  wi t hi n 
t he Post on camp r epor t s t hat  t he Consul  has v i s i t ed t wi ce 
dur i ng t he past  f i v e mont hs. He car r i es on hi s conver sa-
t i ons wi t h t  © J apanese wi t h t he assi st ance of  an i nt er pr e-
t er , who i s not  hi s es c or t . The Consul  i s r epor t ed al ways 
t o have cont act ed Rev . Masut ane Mi t an i , Zenshi r o Tachi bana 
and Gongor o Nakamur a, a l l  wel l - known s vs pect s , pr evi ousl y 
r epor t ed. The gener al  opi ni on, as expr essed by J apanese 
i nf or mant s wi t h i n t he camp, i s t hat  t he r el at i ons hi p bet ween 
the Spani sh Consul  and t he J apanese evacuees i s not  good, 
I n t hat  scr ambl ed i nf or mat i on i s t oo of t en gi ven whi ch i s , 
i n t ur n, f or war ded t o J apan. 

SABOTAGE 

B- 2 Because of  t he l ocat i on of  bot h t he Post on and Gi l a 
Ri ver  camps, t her e y/oul d be s l i ght  advant age t o t he J apanese 
i n l ocal  sabot age. However , t her e appear s t o be no or gani zed 
uni t  headed by camp o f f i c i a l s l ook i ng t owar ds the pr event i on 
of  sabot age such as f i r e , di s r upt i on of  t he wat er  suppl y , 
et c . Nat ur al l y , t he evacuees t hemsel ves woul d be t he vi c-
t i ms of  such sabot age and i t  appear s unl i k el y t hat  any 
wi l l  be at t empt ed unl ess t he pos s i bl i t y of  a J apanese ai r  
r ai d or  ot her  at t ack on t he West e Coast  makes i t  appear  t o 
t he evacuees t hat  t hei r  own f r eedom woul d be ser ved by 
des t r uc t i on of  the camps. 

However , t he pos s i bl i t y of  sabot age at  ot her  l ocat i ons 
i n t he war  ar ea, di r ec t ed f r om wi t hi n t he camps, cannot  be 
over l ooked. 

SECURI TY 

B- 2 The r el oc at i on camps ar e guar ded by uni t s of  Mi l i t ar y 
P o l i c e, whose member s ar e, f or  t he most  par t , men who ar e 
f i t  onl y f or  l i mi t ed dut y . At  Post on t he guar ds make a 
c ar ef ul  check of  i ndi v i dual s ent er i ng or  l eav i ng t he camp 
but  r epor t edl y make no at t empt  t o det er mi ne what  an i ndi -
v i dual  may be c ar r y i ng i n t he vehi c l e i n whi ch he ar r i v es , 
whet her  i t  be a pl easur e car  or  t r uck . The opi ni on has been 
expr essed t hat , once past  t eh gat e, an out s i der  t j oul d r e-
gai n wi t h i n t he camp sever al  days wi t hout  bei ng appr ehended. 

B- 2 I t  appear s t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i ve heads and i nt er nal  
secur i t y o f f i c i a l s have no def 'n i t e set - up f or  obt ai ni ng 
i nf or mat i on bef or e- t he- f ac t . I n consequence of  t h i s , t hey 
appear  t o be vul ner abl e t o any k i nd of  subver s i ve ac t i v i t y 
t hat  may be at t empt ed. 
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B- 3 A r ecent  r epor t  f r om anot her  gover nment al  agency men-
t i ons t he f ac t  t hat  mai l  communi cat i on i s cons t ant l y car r i ed 
on among pr o- J apanese l eader s i n t he var i ous c ent er s , poss i bl y 
t hr ough t he o f f i c es of  Chr i s t i an mi ni s t er s . I t  i s al so sug-
gest ed t hat  t he cooper at i ve or gani zat i ons i n t he var i ous camps 
may ser ve as a means of  t r ansmi t t i ng i nf or mat i on. Cer t dn 
v i s i t s have been made by cooper at i ve l eader s t o ot her  camps, 
os t ens i bl y f or  t he pur pose of  coor di nat i ng t he ac t i v i t i es 
of  t he cooper at i ves . 

I t  i s bel i eved t hat  t he onl y censor shi p i n t he camps, 
of  mai l  addr essed t o per sons wi t hi n t he Uni t ed St at es , i s 
t hat  of  l et t er s pass i ng bet ween r el oc at i on cent er s and i n-
t er nment  camps. The mai l  t o and f r om i nt er nees i s obser ved 
because t hey ar e s us pec t s . 

RADI O 

B- 2 Pr evi ous r epor t s have i ndi cat ed a st r ong possi bi l i t y of  
t he exi s t ence at  Post on of  shor t  wave sendi ng and r ecei v i ng 
appar at us. "'"t  i s r epor t ed t hat  many pr i vat e apar t ment s i n 
Post on have r adi o r ec ei v i ng un i t s . I nasmuch as t her e ar e 
r adi o r epai r  shops wi t hi n t he cent er , i t  appear s not  i mpos-
s i bl e t hat  shor t  wave uni t s coul d be assembl ed wi t hout  t he 
knowl edge of  camp aut ho r i t i es . 

B- 3 I t  has r ecent l y been r epor t ed by anot her  gover nment al  
agency t hat  as many as f our t een Post on War  Rel ocat i on 
Aut hor i t y t r ucks wi t h J apanese dr i ver s and passenger s have 
gor e by way of  back r oads t o Lake La Paz , some t went y mi l es 
sout h of  Pos t on, pr esumabl y t o f i s h . As many as 150 J apanese 
at  a t i me have been per mi t t ed t o make t hese t r i ps , whi ch 
pr esumabl y have accompl i shed wi t hout  t he knowfedge of  t he 
War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y or  t he Mi l i t ar y P o l i c e. I t  i s sug-
gest ed t hat  an ac t i v i t y of  t hi s nat ur e coul d i ndi cat e t he 
est abl i shment  o f  a cache of  f ood and weapons, and t hat  t hi s 
ar ea m:*ght  be des i gnat ed as a headquar t er s i f  t he J apanese 
wer e abl e t o escape.f r om t he camp i n t he event  of  a s t r i ke 
or  ot her  i nc i dent  wi t hi n t he camp. Because pr evi ous r epor t s 
have i ndi c at ed t he r ec ei pt  at  Post on of  shor t  wave r adi o 
par t s i n s uf f i c i ent  quant i t y t o f ac i l i t at e t he const r uc t i on 
of  a shor t  wave t r ansmi t t er  and r ec ei v er , t he r epor t i ng 
agency suggest s t he ar ea near  Lake La Paz as a poss i bl e 
l ocat i on f or  ac t i v i t i es of  t hat  nat ur e. 

B- 2 I t  i s r epor t ed by i nf or mant s wi t hi n Post on and Gi l a 
Ri ver , t hat  t he evacuees woul d wel come t he appoi nt ment , 
by one of  t he gover nment al  i n t el l i  gence agenc i es , of  an 
o f f i c er  r epr esent at i ve who has had year s of  exper i ence 
among t he J apanese, espec i al l y t he J apanese of  Sout her n 
Cal i f o r n i a, to ser ve as a cont act  man who woul d not  onl y 
keep i n c l ose t ouch wi t h t he ac t i v i t i es and sent i ment s of  
the evacuees , but  wor k al so wi t h t he camp aut hor i t i es to t he 
end t hat  di f f er enc es may be i r oned out  and bet t er  r el a-
t i ons es t abl i shed among t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y and 
t he sever al  i nt el l i genc e agenc i es . 
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Sever al  evacuees have gone so f a r  as t o s t at e t hat  t hey 
woul d gr eat l y pr ef er  t hat  such r epr es ent at i v e be a Naval  
Of f i c er  as t hey have a hi gh: r egar d f o r  t he Uni t ed St at es 
Navy and bel i ev e t hat  t he Navy under s t ands t he pr esent  
s i t uat i o n bet t er  t han t he Ar my or  t he F eder al  Bur eau of  I n-
v es t i gat i o n . I t  appear s t hat  t he des i r e f o r  a l i a i s o n 
o f f i c er  or  o f f i c er s may be concur r ed i n by t he admi ni s t r a-
t i ve heads , i nasmuch as i nf or mat i on r at ed B- 2 r epor t s t hat  
on or  about  F ebr uar y 27, 1943, a l et t er  was dr af t ed by 
camp admi ni s t r at i ve o f f i c i a l s addr essed t o Of f i c e of  Naval  
I n t e l l i genc e , Mi l i t ar y I n t el l i genc e Ser v i c e, War  Rel oc ai on 
Aut hor i t y and ot her s r eques t i ng t hat  some such ac t i on be 
c ons i der ed. 

Fear  has been expr essed wi t h i n t he cent er s t hat  even 
t hough ac t i on i s t aken i n t hi s r egar d, per sons not  s u f f i -
c i ent l y f ami l i ar  wi t h t he J apanese peopl e, t hei r  l anguage 
and psycho l ogy over  a per i od of  y ear s , may be appo i nt ed" 
and t hat  t he s i t uat i o n wi l l  ac t ual l y not  be i mpr oved. 

I n a s epar at e l e t t er , t he Di s t r i c t  I n t e l l i genc e Of f i c er  
i s r eques t i ng aut hor i t y t o send i nt o t he War  Rel oc at i on 
Cent er s i n t hi s d i s t r i c t  a par t i c u l ar l y wel l  qua l i f i ed of -
f i c er  t o c ont ac t  t he War  Rel oc at i on Aut ho r i t y "o f "i c i a l s and 
J apanese r es i dent s of  t he Cent er s . 

C. A . PERKI NS, 
Ac t i ng . 



Repor t s Of f i c e , War  Depar t ment  

CONFI DENTI AL Apr i l  26, 1943 

FOR PF RSONAL ATTENTI ON D. S . MYER 

I NVESTI GATI ON OF J APANESE ACTI VI T I ES 
BY CI VI L AFFAI RS DI VI SI ON OF WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND 

AND FOURTH ARMY 

Gener al  St at ement  

On Apr i l  9 Mr . Vi c t or  Ni el son of  t he Ci v i l  Af f a i r s Di v i s i o n , 
West er n Def ense Command and Four t h Ar my, br ought  t o t he F i el d 
As s i s t ant  Di r ec t o r ' s Of f i c e of  t he W. R . A . i n San F r anc i sco a f i l m 
des i gnat ed "F i l m A- L ". The f i l m i s en t i t l ed , "Docket s of  t he 
I ndi v i dual s L i s t ed as Subver s i ve (Pr o- J apane s e ) , or  as a Par t i -
c i pant  i n a Cr i me at  an Assembl y Cent er , on t he »Desi gnee L i s t 1 

under  Dste of  December  17, 1942. " Thi s "Des i gnee L i s t " was f or -
war ded t o t he War  Depar t ment  i n Washi ngt on by Gener al  DeWi t t  and 
cont ai ns 332 r ecor ds . No par ol ees or  per sons r eques t i ng r epa-
t r i at i on ar e i nc l uded i n t hi s l i s t . 

Mr . Ni el son expl ai ned t hat  Gener al  DeWi t t  had been i ns t r uc t ed 
by Col onel  Scobey of  t he Of f i c e of  t he As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y of  War , 
Mr . McCl oy, t o del i v er  t hi s f i l m to us . We acknowl edged r ec ei pt  
of  t he f i l m and now have i t  i n our  pos s es s i on. We have a Recor dak 
Vi ewer  i n t he San F r anc i sco Of f i c e and can t hus make use of  t hese 
f i l ms shoul d t he need a r i s e . 

I  t ook advant age of  Mr . Ni el s on1 s v i s i t  t o i nqui r e as t o 
t he nat ur e of  t he wor k whi ch he i s doi ng i n t he Ci v i l  Af f a i r s 
Di v i s i o n i n i nves t i gat i ng t he r ecor d of  post  ac t i v i t i es of  J apa-
nese evacuees . Mr . Ni el son gave t he f o l l owi ng i nf o r mat i on. 

An ext ens i ve pr ogr am of  i nves t i gat i ng J apanese ac t i v i t i es 
pr i or  t o evacuat i on and s et t i ng up an el abor at e syst em of  r ecor ds 
has been i n pr ogr ess i n C . A . D. f o r  a number  of  mont hs. Thi s act i -
v i t y i s cont i nui ng at  t he pr esent  t i me on a l ar ge s c al e, Mr . 
Ni el son i s i n char ge and has a s t af f  of  about  20 per sons wor k i ng 
on t hi s pr ogr am f u l l  t i me. Hi s s t af f  i nc l udes c l er k s , s t at i s t i c i ans , 
and i nt er pr et er s . At  one t i me t her e wer e f our  i nt er pr et er s but  
at  t he pr esent  t i me t her e ar e onl y t wo . Mr . Ni el son est i mat es 
t hat  he now has i n hi s o f f i c e mora t han 12,000 separ at e car ds 
gi v i ng i nf or mat i on concer ni ng i ndi v i dual  J apanese evacuees (one 
car d per  per son) and i t  i s hi s per sonal  opi ni on t hat  at  l eas t  
8, 000 of  t hese i ndi v i dual s have a r ecor d t hat  shows t hey ar e 
def i n i t e l y pr o- J apanese . 
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Mr . Ni el son s t at ed t hat  t her e i s an "enor mous amount  of  wor k" 
yet  t o do i n compl et i ng t hi s i nves t i gat i on and t hat , wi t h hi s 
pr esent  s t a f f , i t  11 t ake sever al  mont hs at  bes t  t o compl et e 
i t . As f ar  as he knows i t  i s pl anned t hat  t hi s i nves t i gat i onal  
pr ogr am wi l l  cont i nue and he es t i mat es t hat , i f  and when i t  i s 
compl et ed, he wi l l  have a t ot al  of  about  25, 000 r ecor ds of  i ndi -
v i dual s who show def i n i t e pr o- J apanese l eani ngs . 

I t  occur r ed t o me t hat  t hi s whol e pr ogr am was of  s uf f i c i ent  
i nt er es t  t o W. R . A . f or  me t o ask Mr . Ni el son i f  he t hought  t he 
r ecor ds t hat  he was compi l i ng coul d be made avai l abl e t o W. R . A . 
He sai d t hat  he woul d f i nd out . Af t er  t hr ee or  f our  days I  was 
i nf or med t hat  t hi s quest i on had been t aken up, t hr ough Col onel  
Bendet sen, v& t h Gener al  DeWi t t  and t hat  Gener al  DeWi t t  had s t at ed 
t hat  i t  woul d be a l l  r i ght  f or  me t o v i s i t  Mr . Ni el s o n 's o f f i c e 
and see f i r s t  hand t he wor k he i s do i ng. A l s o , i f  t her e i s any 
par t i c ul ar  i nf or mat i on whi ch we want ed dupl i c at ed he wo ul d be 
gl ad t o cons i der  each separ at e r equest  on i t s mer i t s . 

On Apr i l  13, af t er  r ec ei v i ng t hi s wor d, I  made a spedLal  
t r i p t o t he P r es i di o . Mr . Ni el son ps r sonal l y showed me i n some 
det ai l  t he pr ogr am he i s d i r ec t i ng, i nc l udi ng sever al  di f f er ent  
t ypes o f  f i l e s he i s bui l di ng up , t he check i ng of  J apanese 
newspaper s , bank- r ecor ds, and t he t r ans l at i on of  a 1, 000 page 
J apanese book on t he hi s t or y of  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca. The 
pr ogr am i s so ext ens i ve and i nvol ved t hat  I  made a second t r i p , 
t o hi s o f f i c e on Apr i l  22 and obt ai ned cons i der abl e addi t i onal  
i nf or mat i on. 

The i nf or mat i on obt ai ned t o dat e i s summar i zed bel ow. 

Desc r i pt l on of  F i l es 

F i l e 1. Car d F i l e . Hi s t or y of  I ndi v i dual  J apanes e. 

Ther e ar e over  12,000 car ds i n t hi s f i l e gi v i ng i nf or mat i on 
on i ndi v i dual  J apanese. The i nf or mat i on cont ai ned on t hese 
car ds has been obt ai ned f r om s ev er al  sour ces t he most  i mpor t ant  
of  whi ch ar e: J apanese newspaper s publ i shed on t he West  Coas t , 
dat i ng back t o 1937 when t he J apanese- Chi nese I nc i dent  t ook 
p l ac e, an i nv es t i gat i on of  J apanese o r gani zat i ons , and i nf or -
mat i on obt ai ned f r om bank r ecor ds showi ng cont r i but i ons of  J apanese 
t o J apan i n connect i on wi t h war  ac t i v i t i es . 

Pr esumabl y, any J apanese who has hi s name i n t hi s f i l e has 
done somet hi ng t hat  woul d make i t  adv i sabl e t o check hi s r ecor d 
mor e c ar ef u l l y , wi t h t he t  ought  t hat  he shows def i n i t e pr o- J apanese 
l eani ngs . Mr . Ni el son s t at es t hat  he cons i der s appr oxi mat el y 
8, 000 of  t hi s gr oup t o be def i n i t e l y pr o- J apanese. 

Mr . Ni el son pl aces qui t e a b i t  of  i mpor t ance, when dec i di ng 
whet her  t o i nc l ude a J apanese i n t hi s f i l e , on cont r i but i ons t hat  
have been made by hi m t o any one of  sever al  phases of  t he war  ef -
f o r t  i n J apan. He uses sever al  c r i t er i a as t o whet her  a con-
t r i but i on i s i mpor t ant . The f i l e i nc l udes t he name of  ever y J apanese 
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t hat  has commi t t ed any k i nd of  an act  t hat  mi ght  be i nt er pr et ed 
as pr o- J apanese. However , Mr . Ni el son does not  cons i der  a con-
t r i but i on s i gn i f i c ant  unl ess i t  i s r epeat ed or  par t i c u l ar l y l ar ge. 
He al so t r i es t o c ons i der  t he f i nanc i al  c i r cumst ances of  t he 
donor . For  exampl e, a r el at i v el y poor  man maki ng a $25 cont r i but on 
woul d be more s i gn i f i c ant  t han a r i c h man gi v i ng $25. 

Mr . Ni el son has not  had t i me t o c r eaf ul l y anal yze h i s r ecor ds 
but  he est i mat es t hat  about  90 per cent  of  t he 12,000 J apanese;-
on f i l e ar e mal es and 98 per cent  of  al l  t he car ds ar e f o r  peopl e 
over  21 year s of  age. He s t at es t hat  i t  shoul d be kept  i n mi nd 
t hat , whi l e t he Ni sei  r epr esent  appr oxi mat el y two- thi r fe of  a l l  
t he J apanese i n Amer i ca, onl y about  one- t hi r d of  t he Ni s sei  ar e 
over  21 year s of  age. A l s o , many of  t hi s one- t hi r d ar e under  
30 year s of  age. I n gener al , he f i nds t hat  sel dom does anyone, 
Ni s s ei  or  E s s e i , under  28 or  29 year s o l d, have any k i nd of  a pr o-
J apanese r ec or d. He t hi nks t hi s i s because young peopl e have 
devel oped no par t i cul ar  i nt er es t  i n J apanese- Amer i can r e l a t i o ns . 

The car ds i n ques t i on ar e 5x8 i nches and ar e s i mi l ar  t o 
t hose mi cr of i l med on F i l m A- L (see abo v e) . Bl ank copi es of  t he 
"o l d" and "new" car ds ar e at t ached her et o . 

F i l e 2,  F i l e of  Newspaper  Ar t i c l es . 

Thi s f i l e cons i s t s of  sever al  t housand 5x8 car ds upon whi ch 
ar e r ecor ded di ges t s of  ar t i c l es appear i ng i n t he t wo San Fr an-
c i sco J apanese newspaper s and one publ i shed i n Seat t l e, Washi ngt on. 
One of  t he San F r anc i sco paper s was a dai l y whi ch had a c i r cul a-
t i on of  about  20, 000 i n t he Eay Regi on and adj o i ni ng t er r i t o r y . 
Thi s paper  was pr i nt ed par t l y i n Engl i sh and par t l y i n J apanese 
and Mr . Ni el son bel i ev es i t  was ver y i n f l uent i a l . He t hi nks t hat  
i t s po l i c i es and management  wer e c l os el y r el at ed t o t he J apanese 
Consul  i n San F r anc i sco and t o t he J apanese Gover nment . 

The r eadi ng of  t hese newspaper s by i nt er pr et o r s , i ssue by 
i ssue and page by page, t o gl ean out  any and al l  ar t i c l es and 
r ef er ences t hat  i n any way appear  pr o- J apanese, i s near l y com-
p l et ed. I n addi t i on t o t he above t i ger e i s an i mpor t ant  J apanese 
newspaper  whi ch was publ i shed i n Lost  Angel es . The same k i nd of  
check i ng of  the i ssues of  t h i s paper  has j ust  s t ar t ed. The 
check i ng goes back toe t he Chi nese i nc i dent  i n 1937. 

These car ds ar e ar r anged i n t he f i l e c hr ono l ogi c al l y and 
"t i e i n " wi t h t he pr o- J apanese name f i l e i n t he f o l l owi ng manner : 

The i nf or mat i on on t he car ds i n t he pr o- J apanese f i l e (F i l e 
1) i ndi cat es t he dat e of  t he ar t i c l e and t he name of  t he Newspaper , 
and gi ves a ver y br i ef  synopsi s of  t he ar t i c l e i n whi ch t he name 
of  t he per son i n ques t i on appear s . I f  one want s t o check back 
t o get  a c l ear er  and more det ai l ed des c r i pt i on of  t hi s a r t i c l e , 
r ef er  t o t hi s newspaper  f i l e and l ook up t he car d whi ch cont ai ns 
t hi s l engt hy desc r i pt i on by mer el y f ef er i ng t o t he dat e . I n 
t hi s manner  r ef er ence can be made back and f or t h bet ween t hese 
t wo f i l e s . 
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P i l e Z* F i l e of  J apanese Or gani zat i ons . 

Thi s f i l e cons i s t s of  over  I DO 5x8 car ds upon whi ch i s r e-
cor ded i nf or mat i on conccr ni ng var i ous t ypes of  J apanese or gani za-
t i ons . Al t hough t her e ar e mor e t han 1100 c ar ds , and ever y car d 
r epr esent s a separ at e gr oup, Mr , Ni el s on s ai d t hat  t her e wer e i n 
r eal i t y onl y about  150 bas i c J apanese or gani zat i ons and t he 
ot her s r epr esent ed br anches or  a f f i l i a t i o n s . J apanese or gani -
zat i ons and t he ot her s r epr esent ed br anches or  a f f i l i a t i o n s . 
He s t at ed, however , Hat  he pr ef er r ed to anal yze each separ at e 
or gani zat i on f or  t he r eas on t hat  he f ound a cons i der abl e di f f er enc e 
i n t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he var i ous gr oups even t hough t hey bel ong 
t o t he same "bas i c " o r gani zat i on. Thi s was so bec aus e, i n many 
i ns t anc es , bot h t he member s and t he l eader s wer e mor e pr o- J apanese 
i n cne gr oup t han t hey wer e i n o t her s . 

These car ds ar e us ef ul  i ndet er mi ni ng t he nat ur e o f  t he 
or gani zat i ons r ef er r ed t o on t he car ds cont ai ni ng t he hi s t o r y of  
i ndi v i dual  J apanese (F i l e No . 1 ) . For  exampl e, i f  t he back of  
one of  t hese i ndi v i dual  J apanese car ds shows t hat  t he i ndi v i dual  
had member shi p i n t hr ee or  f our  J apanese o r gani zat i ons , and t her e 
i s dcubt  as t o t he pur poses and ac t i v i t i es of  t hese o r gani zat i ons , 
t he det ai l s can be obt ai ned by r ef er r i ng t o t hi s Or gani zat i ons 
F i l e . The i nf or mat i on on or gani zat i ons i n t hi s f i l e i s gi ven i n 
cons i der abl e de t a i l . 

F i l e 4 . Tr ans l at or s T F i l e . 

Thi s f i l e cons i s t s of  a set  of  sever al  t housand 3x5 car ds 
whi ch wer e made out  by t he t r ans l at or s at  t he t i me newspaper  
ar t i c l es vere summar i zed. Each car d cont ai ns t he name of  t he i n-
d i v i dua l , bot h i n Engl i s h and i n J apanese c har ac t er s , and al so 
any al i as es or  ot her  t r ans l at i ons o f  a nme t hat  coul d be der i ved 
f r om t he char act er s appear i ng i n t he j aper . I n ot her  wor ds , t hese 
cai fe ar e t he o r i gi nal  ones f r om whi ch t he car ds i n Car d F i l e No . 1 
wer e made up . I n a l l  cases t hese car ds wer e al so s i gned by t he 
t r ans l at or  who t r ans l at ed t he ar t i c l e f r om t he newspaper  or  
per i o d i c a l . 

F i l e 5 . 

Thi s f i l e cons i s t s of  a s et  of  r egul ar  l et t er - s i ze f or ms 
upon whi ch i s r ecor ded a l l  i nc i dent s i n whi ch J apanese got  i nt o 
t r oubl e at  t he var i ous Assembl y Cent er s bef or e t hey wer e t r ans-
f er r ed t o Rel ocat i on Cent er s . Thi s i nf or mat i on, however , has been 
t r ans f er r ed t o , and appear s on, t he car ds i n F i l e No . 1, Ap-
par ent l y t hi s i nf or mat i on i s r at her  i ncompl et e and not  ver y 
i mpor t ant . 

F i l e 6. 

Thi s f i l e cont ai ns a l l  sor t s of  i nf or mat i on concer ni ng a l l  



Ci v i l  A f f a i r s DVi s i on I nves t i gat i on of  J apanese Ac t i v i t i es 
- 5-

phases of  J apanese l i f e and ac t i v i t i es i n t he evacuat ed ar ea 
and cont ai ns such i t ems as l i s t s of  J apanese who ar e heads of  
pr o- J apanese o r gani zat i ons , sur name l i s t s , code l i s t s , and con-
f i dent i al  l et t er s sent  t y J apanese i ndi v i dual s and agenc i es t o 
J apanese agenc i es i n J apan. The most  i nt er es t i ng i nf or mat i on 
i n t hi s f i l e i s a r epor t  on a one t housand page book gi v i ng a 
compl et e hi s t o r y of  J apanese ac t i v i t i es i n Amer i ca, and a l et t er  
sent  by an o f f i c i a l  of  a pr omi nent  J apanese bank t o t he home 
o f f i c e of  t he bank i n J apan gi v i ng a compl et e pl an of  ac t i on when 
war  br oke out  bet ween t h i s count r y and J apan. 

Mr . Ni el son pl aces a gr eat  deal  of  i mpor t ance on t he book 
and l et t er . Onl y about  one t hi r d of  t he book has been t r ans l at ed 
so f ar  but  t hi s i nc l udes t he Tabl e of  Cont ent s whi ch I  r ead. 
The book i s ver y exhaus t i v e, cover i ng al l  i mpor t ant  phases of  
J apanese l i f e i n Amer i ca. The aut hor  appear s t o have been a 
ver y pr omi nent  J apanese and hi s acknowl edgment s show t hat  he 
r ecei ved ass i s t ance f r om many ot her  i n f l uent i al  J apanese. I  
asked Mr . Ni el  son i f  he t hought  t he book cont ai ned pr o�J apanese 
i nf or mat i on t hat  was not  i nt ended f or  ot her  t han J apanese. He 
s a i d , "Y es ", and poi nt ed out  t hat  t he edi t i o n was ver y l i mi t ed, 
was pr i nt ed i n J apan, and t hat  onl y t wo copi es of  t he book have 
been f ound by t he aut hor i t i es i n t hi s count r y s i nc e Pear l  Har bor . 

Mr . Ni el son s t at ed t hat  t he bank l et t er  (wr i t t en bef or e 
Pear l  Har bor ) i ndi cat es t hat  t he wr i t er  was sur e t hat  war  be-
t ween J apan and t he Uni t ed St at es was i nev i t abl e. 

MI SCELLANEOUS ACTI VI TI ES OF 
MR . KI ELSOTv1S STAFF 

Var i ous member s of  Mr . Ni e l s o n ! s s t af f  ar e engaged i n maki ng 
a wor k sheet  r ecor d of  t he var i ous J apanese or gani zat i ons whi ch 
made s i gn i f i c ant  donat i ons t o t he J apanese Gover nment  dur i ng t he 
year s 1937- 41 i nc l us i v e. A t ent at i v e wor k sheet  i ndi cat es t hat  
some $22, 000, 000 l ef t  t hi s count r y i n one y ear . Many J apanese 
pl edged t hemsel ves t o pay one do l l ar  a mont h t o suppor t  var i ous 
war  agenc i es i n J apan. Some i ndi v i dual s have donat ed l ar ge 
amount s . 

Mr . Ni el son o r i g i nal l y had f our  i nt er pr et or s wor ki ng on hi s 
s t af f  but  now has onl y t wo. These ar e engaged i n r ev i ewi ng t he 
J apanese newspaper s and ar e i us t  now s t ar t i ng r ev i ewi ng newspaper s 
whi ch wer e publ i shed i n Los Angel es . One g i r l  i s wor ki ng f u l l  
t i me check i ng var i ous bank dr af t s whi ch l ef t  t hi s count r y f or  
J apan, i n or der  t o obt ai n c l ues t o r ecor ds i ndi c at i ng subst an-
t i a l  donat i ons made t o t he J apanese Gover nment . The Yokohama 
Spec i e Bank and t he Sumi t omo Bank ar e t he most  i mpor t ant  banks 
i n t hi s c onnec t i on. 

/ s / P h i l i p Webst er  



Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r s ' Ro l l  Cal l  on Segr egat i on 

Bennet t  � Favor s s egr egat i on; i ndi v i dual  i nves t i gat i on � exami ne 

i nt er nal  secur i t y docket s Pr o j ec t  Boar d t o c ons i der ; segr egat e t hose 

who s ai d no t o 28, wi t h i mmedi at e f ami l i es ; exami ne l eader s of  

dr ama gr oups and J apanese s oc i et i es � l ar gel y i s s e i ; appr oxi mat el y 

1000 mal es � 3 f 000 peopl e; mer e t r oubi e- mal vi ng not  enough � pur el y 

on l oyal t y bas i s , (Sees cor r ec t l y di s t i nc t i on f r om L eupp.) Se-

gr egat e a l l  r epat r i at es . Can pi ck out  f i r s t  50% i n 45 days . Las t  

gr oup anot her  60 days t o pi ck out . Don' t  use Canal  uni t  f o r  t h i s 

pur pose � r emove di s l oyal  t o separ at e c ent er . 

Tay l or  � Evacuees f avor  s egr egat i on; has gr oup (about  1200) o f  wel l -

t r ai ned peopl e who ar e d i s l o y al ; 1372 appl i c at i ons f o r  r epat r i a-

t i on � t hi s i nc l udes women and c h i l dr en; pl us 57 on or i gi nal  l i s t ; 

and pl us 79 Hawai i ans equal s 1508 r epat r i at es i n l as t  f ew weeks ; 

bet ween 19u0 and 2000 t hat  shoul d be s egr egat ed. Favor s t hei r  

s egr egat i on; expect s no t r oubl e from, t hei r  segr egat i on, and expect s 

t r oubl e i f  t hey ' r e not  segr egat ed; c l eavage among t he 200C: appr oxi -

mat el y X200 ver sus B0 . ( D. S . I : , : I f  r emove 10 l e ader s, woul d t he 

r es t  of  t he gr oup r emai n cohes i ve? P . A . T . : Removal  woul d br i ng 

t r oubl e. Maj or i t y have def i n i t e l y made up t hei r  mi nds -  onl y f ew 

woul d pul l  out  of  gr oup as r esul t  of  r emovi ng l eader s . ) Use hear i ng 

pr ocedur es , e t c . on some i n t hi s gr oup bef or e segr egat i on. I nves-

t i gat e c er t ai n ot her  as s oc i at es . ' 

Head � Agr ee wi t h Bennet t ; s t ar t  v/i t h r epat r i at es ; segr egat e a gr oup 

t hat  says t hey ' r e pr ot ect ed by Geneva Convent i on and hence r ef use 

t o wor k, e t c . ; J udo and Sumo and Shi bai  gr oups � segr egat e; can 

pr ocess gr oup i n 2 mont hs . 
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Er ns t  - -  Rel ocat i on I s No. 1 j ob o f  segr egat i on � pl us s t r onger  

Communi t y Counc i l , wi t h i s sei  r epr es ent at i on, p l us s t r onger  

i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y , pl us Leupp as a c oo l er , and l et  t hem r et ur n t o 

cent er  when t er m i s ended. But  al so have a segr egat i on c ent er . 

Di scount  answer s I n r egi s t r at i o n; chance t o r ev i ew t hose who want  

t o change no answer s ; segr egat e t hose who ask f o r  i t . Repat r i at es , 

but  t al k wi t h f ami l i es . Don' t  segr egat e by c l as s es . No ev i dence 

t hat  over  50 peopl e need t o be segr egat ed. About  650 have asked 

f o r  r epat r i at i o n. J oul d segr egat e t hose who st uck t o r epat r i at i on 

r eques t . 

J ohnst on � Wi l l  have t o have segr egat i on, Heed f o r : (1) i nt er nal l y , 

and (2) publ i c r e l at i o ns . None o f  us smar t  enough to pi ck l oyal  

f r om d i s l o y a l . Segr egat e r epat r i at es , and a f ew def i n i t e "no es ". 

Pr om t her e on, ver y har d t o s e l ec t : wi l l  make r egi s t r at i on a "t ea 

par t y '' by compar i son. Segr egat e: r epat r i at es , noes , gr oups suggest ed 

by F BI , et c . 

Rober t son � 1089 have asked f o r  r epat r i at i on and noes above 17 y ear s . 

Onl y 348 al i ens i n t hi s gr oup -  r es t  ar e c i t i zens . Have had oppor -

t uni t y t o change noes � onl y about  ha l f  dozen have changed � sees 

no advant age I n f ar t her  i nves t i gat i on o f  n o es / St ar t  segr egat i on 

wi t h c i t i zens . Shoul d segr egat e i mmedi at el y � move 439 c i t i zens V  ̂

who sai d no and ask r epat r i at i on, pl us 192 who s ai d no but  di d not  

ask r epat r i at i o n , f i r s t . 

V " 
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Mer r l t t  � Ci r cumst ances sur r oundi ng noes depr i ve t hose answer s o f  

l oyal t y s i gn i f i c anc e; On t he r er egi s t r at i on � over  91% answer ed 

yes � even r epat r i at es answer ed y es . Recommendat i onst  365 

peopl e be deni ed l eave and make l egal l y pos s i bl e sur r ender  of  t hei r  

c i t i zens h i p . (Pr event  "k i be i " pr obl em -  l ose c i t i zens hi p i f  bor n 

her e -  l eave f or  5 y ear s , bef or e mat ur i t y -  unl ess appear  bef or e 

Boar d and show knowl edge of  Engl i s h and l o y a l t y . ) Segr egat e t he 

365 -  a l l  ar e k i be i . (Anot her  65 want ed t o change t o yes and 

gave good r eas o ns . ) About  900 n i s ei  s a i d no : does not  mean di s-

l oy al t y . Can s at i s f y sel ves on pr o j ec t  about  l oyal t y of  t hese 

t hr ough i nt er v i ews , but  c an ' t  pr epar e adequat e docket s t o s at i s f y 

'.ashi ngt on on t hese c onc l us i ons . Segr egat e r epat r i at es and di s-

l oyal s af t er  ar e sur e "no" means d i s l o y a l . 

Cover l ey � Favor s segr egat i on. Di sagr ee wi t h Rober t son t hat  shoul d 

segr egat e c i t i zens f i r s t , s i nce al i ens ar e domi nant  gr oup among 

evacuees . At  Tul e, l ar ge gr oup t o segr egat e. Segr egat e bet ween 

5, 000 and 5,500# Tul e woul d be a good segr egat i on cent er . 

5000 made up I  2800 who r ef us ed t o r egi s t er , f af cr l y del i ber at el y 

d i s l o y al ; 1200 c i t i zens who s ai d no . Thi s 4000 i nc l udes t he 

r epat r i at e s . Addi ng dependent s under  17 br i ngs t he t ot al  t o 

5, 000 t o 5, 500. I f ochani cst  Don' t  gaze i nt o hear t s and mi nds to 

det er mi ne l oyal t y -  use obj ec t i ve t es t w. 
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St af f o r d � Unc l ear  about  meani ng of  l oy al t y . Have 397 r epat r i at es ; 

125 noes -  82 mal es , 43 f emal es ; some of  t he noes have al r eady 

changed; concer ned about  t hose who s i gn anyt hi ng but  pr ac t i ce 

"pass i ve r es i s t anc e" -  about  200 -  cause no t r oubl e but  make no 

c ont r i but i on. Move, out  r epat r i at es and t hose who answer ed no wi t h 

c l ear  under s t andi ng. Cons i der  al so t hose who pr ac t i c e "pass i ve 

r es i s t anc e". Tot al  t o be segr egat ed -  r ough guess -  1000 I nc l udi ng 

f ami l i es . 

L l ndl ey � Segr egat e r epat r i at es (about  100) and no answer s (about  100 

t o 150) . Snai l  gr oups . Tot al  about  200 pl us f ami l i es . Bet ween 

200 or  300 a l l  t o l d. 

� Segr egat e on bas i s of  l oyal t y wi l l  br and t h. evacuees , e ' l l  

make some di s l oyal  by pi nni ng such a l abel  on t hem, and by k i ck i ng 

t hem ar ound. Boys at  Leupp ar e not  t r oubl esome; ar e l oyal  t o 

vVRA. Some say t hey want  t o l i v e as J apanese -  shoul d be segr e-

gat ed so t hey c an . 

Cozzens � Shoul d segr egat e r epat r i at es . I f  po s s i b l e, keep t hem separ at e 

f r om ot her  segr egees . Al so segr egat e noes , and t hose whom deny 

i ndef i n i t e l eav e. Gi veyi  chance t o change negat i ve answer , but  i n 

90$ of  c as es , got  f a i r es t  answer  f i r s t . Di sagr ee wi t h Rober t son 

about  movi ng c i t i zens f i r s t . Di sagr ee wi t h t l er r i t t  about  not  

� t ak i ng no answer s s er i ous l y . I f  set  up boar d t o exami ne evacuees , 

i mpor t ant  t o ask whet her  t hey have dual  c i t i zens hi p and whi ch t hey 

want  t o k een. Pass i ve r es i s t anc e has l ar ge bear i ng on l oy al t y . 
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Coszens (cont i nued) � Segr egat e as r ap 'd l y as poss i bl e but  do n ' t  move 

whol esal e over  ni ght  -  make t oo many mi s t akes» Shoul d make 

def i n i t e st at ement  t hat  cur  r el oc at i on pr ogr am i s onl y i nt o non-

mi l  t ar y ar eas . I f  di d so , evacuees woul d gi ve up hope of  r et ur n 

t o Vest  Coast  and r el ocat e f as t er . Al so get  suppor t  f r om /est  Coas t , 

�hi t ai r er  � Segr egat i on ¿shoul d be on i ndi v i dual  bas i s as l oyal t y i s . 

Can' t  move ever ybody at  onc e. Move some gr oups nov; � have t o 

cons der  i ndi v i dual s f ur t her . Evacuees wi l l  be sur pr i sed i f  we 

announce segr egat i on -  WRA has sai d c an ' t  segr egat e because of  

expenses , et c . 
« -

P i t t s -  I f  r ei ns t i t ut e Sel ec t i ve Ser v i c e, wi l l  hel p . Some noes due t o 

r esent ment  over  no Sel ec t i ve Ser v i c e. Some r egi s t r at i on o f f i c er s 

i ns i s t ed 27 and 28 be answer ed same way. Use dr af t  and t hen use 

di s l oy al s as l abor  bat t a l i o ns . 

R o � Sur pr i sed at  amount  of  consensus . Pr et t y wel l  agr eed wi t h 

Washi ngt on Commi t t ee. Segr egat i on i s mor e or  l es s necessar y , but  

not  t oo des i r abl e. 

Pr ocedur es on pl an C need t o be r ev i sed t o f i t  segr egat i on 

wi t hout  r et ur n t o Vest  Coas t . 

*f r er  " X * Opposed t o c at egor i aal  segr egat i on -  except  r epat r i at es and ex-

pat r i at es who s t i c k t o t hat  af t er  check . 2. I f  segr egat e qui ck l y -



gr eat  ups et , mor al e di s t ur banc e, e t c . * di s r upt  r el oc at i on pr ogr am, 

f ar m pr ogr am, s c ho o l ,̂ et c . 3. Ready t o move on segr egat i on 

no di sagr eement  about  r epat r i at es . (Can handl e t r oubl e- maker s 

t hr ough Leupp and i nt er nment  camps .) Publ i c demands segr egat i on. 

Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or s agr ee. 4 . Wi l l  set  as i de segr egat i on c ent er s ; 

set  t i me t abl es and s t ar t . / i l l  f i nd out  what  t r oubl e t hi s wi l l  ' 

c aus e. 

May, 1943 
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REGI STRATI ON OF J APANESE AT RELOCATI ON GENTVRS  
WI THI N THE FL" VENTE NAVAL DI STRI CT 

Regi s t r at i o n of  a l l  J apanese above t he age of  sevent een 
year s was c ar r i ed out  dur i ng t he mont hs of  F ebr uar y and âr c h 
wi t h i n t he r e l o c at i o n c ent er s at  Ri ver s and Pos t on, Ar i zo na. 
I t s pur pose was t o enr o l l  vo l unt eer s f o r  t he al l - Ni s ei  combat  
un i t ; t o as c er t ai n t he l o y al t y of  r egi s t r ant s i ns o f ar  as such 
coul d be det er mi ned by t hei r  own dec l ar at i o n ; and t o obt ai n kno 
l edge of  t he number  of  J apanese mal es who may be av ai l abl e f or  
s el ec t i v e s er v i c e. I t  i s under s t ood t hat  Amer i can- bor n g i r l s 
as wel l  as al i en men and women over  sevent een year s of  age wer e 
r egi s t er ed at  t hi s t i ne f o r  l eave c l ear anc e. I ndi v i dual s not  
av ai l abl e f or  mi l i t ar y ser v i c e ar e t o be c ons i der ed f o r  empl oy-
ment  I n agr i c u l t ur e or  i n ot her  us ef ul  pur s ui t s out s i de t he r e-
l oc at i on c en t er s . 

GI LA RI VER WAR RELOCATI ON CENT PR, RI VER S, ARI ZONA 

At  t he Gi l a Ri ver -  Cent er , t he f i r s t  phase of  r eg i s t r at i o n 
had as i t s pur pose t he enr ol l ment  of  vo l unt eer s f o r  t he Uni t ed 
St at es Ar my. On F ebr uar y 6, 1943, a "£eam" composed of  an Ar my 
Capt ai n , and "t hr ee non- commi ssi  oned o f f i c e r s , one a NI SE I  ar r i v ed 
at  'u i l a Ri ver  t o ac quai nt  t he Camp Admi ni s t r at i on wi t h t hei r  pl an 
of  pr oc edur e. 

Two days l at er , F ebr uar y 8t h , a meet i ng of  a l l  camp l eader s 
was c a l l ed . I n t he pr esence of  bl oc k manager s , communi t y counc i 1-
or s and ot her  J apanese l eader s , t he r eg i s t r a t i o n pr ogr am was out l i ned 
by t he Ar my t eam" and v ar i o us o f f i c i a l s of  t he camp admi ni s t r a-
t i o n . On F ebr uar y 9t h , an open meet i ng was hel d at  each of  t he 
t wo camps, Canal  and But t e. At  t hi s t i me t he pl an was agai n set  
f or t h i n det ai l  by t he o f f i c er  i n char ge of  t he Ar my r eg i s t r at i o n 
gr oup and f o l l owi ng hi s addr ess a ques t i on and answer  per i od was 
t hr own open t o t he audi enc e. The meet i ngs wer e quiet  and o r der l y . 

On F ebr uar y 10t h , camp o f f i c i a l s c al l ed a meet i ng of  t he 
I SSE I , i n or der  t hat  par ent s mi ght  be made f u l l y c ogni zant  of  t he 
pl an f o r  r egi s t r at i o n of  t hei r  sons f o r  vo l unt ar y i nduc t i on I nt o 
t he Ar my. I nasmuch as t her e ar e many I s s e i  whose knowl edge of  
Engl i s h i s ext r emel y l i mi t ed, i t  appear ed adv i sabl e t o conduct  tfe. 
meet i ng l ar gel y i n J apanes e. The pr i nc i pal  speaker  was an Array 
Ser geant  of  J apanese des c ent , who addr essed t he gr oup i n J apanese 
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but  because of  hi s l ack of  f ac i l i t y i n t hat  l anguage he soon 
became t he t ar get  of  heck l er s who t r i ed to r i di c ul e hi m by 
means of  t hei r  super i or  knowl edge. The meet i ng became more and 

m 2 r ? ^a i s o ? d F i y ' a s t h e h e c k l r r s wer e encour aged by f r equent  shout s 
of  Banzai , by one Mi zuno, Ak i r a, an a l i en , f or mer l y of  St ock-
t on, Cal i f o r n i a . Dyo, Tsut omu, r equest ed per mi ss i on t o ask a. 
ques t i on, but  havi ng gai ned t he f l o o r , began a speech whi ch r e-
sul t ed i n t he f or ced adj our nment  of  t he meet i ng. Speaki ng i n ' 
J apanese, Dyo sai d t hat  t he evacuees ought  not  t o f i ght  f o r  a 
count r y t hat  di d not  t r us t  t hem and had depr i ved t hem of  t hei r  
r i ght s as c i t i zens .-  At  t hi s po i nt  t he Arrny Ser geant  at t empt ed 
t o expl ai n t hat  he had no aut hor i t y t o comment  on po l i t i c a l  
mat t er s , wher eupon he was j eer ed and r i di c ul ed t o such a decr ee 
t hat  t he meet i ng was adj our ned. 

On Febr uar y 11, 1943, spec i al  meet i ngs wer e schedul ed at  
but t e and Canal  camps f or  the pur pose of  as s i s t i ng Ki bei  i n t he 
r egi s t r at i o n. I n the But t e meet i ng, whi ch was hel d f i r s t , so much 
d i f f i c u l t y was exper i enced i n at t empt i ng t o mai nt ai n or der  t hat  

n a f or ced adj our nment  became nec es s ar y . The Ki bei  meet i ng 
whi ch had been schedul ed f or  t he Canal  uni t  was t her eupon can-
c el ed. 

War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y o f f i c i a l s c al l ed a meet i ng of  camp 
l eader s f or  Febr uar y 12t h. At  t hi s meet i ng t he gr av i t y of  t he 
s i t uat i on was poi nt ed out  and l eader s wer e i nf or med t hat  ni  f ur -
t her  di sor der s woul d be t o l er at ed. The Ar my Capt i n i n char ge 
of  t he r egi s t r at i on i nf or med the War  Depar t ment  of  condi t i ons en-
count er ed at  Gi l a Ri ver  and on Febr uar y 1,3t h, Col onel  Scobi e 
ar r i ved t o t ake char ge of  t he r egi s t r at i o n . On t hat  day an 
unaut hor i zed meet i ng of  Ki bei  was hel d i n t he h i l l s back of  
But t e Camp. Fukumcto, Kamei ch a K i bei  and l eader  of  t he Gi l a Ri ver  
Sei nen Kai  addr essed t he'as sembl age, s t at i ng, i n ef f ec t  t hat  
t he dr af t  i n Wor l d War  #1 had been k f a i l ur e and t hat  y o w 
J apanese shoul d not  f i l l  out  t he Ar my ques t i onnai r es . Conf i den-
t i a l  i nf or mant s (B- 2) s t at ed t hat  Fukumot o had been act i ve i n 
at t empt i ng t o per suade young men t o answer  "No" t o quest i ons 
#27 and #28. 

Ques t i on #27 asked i f  the r egi s t r ant  woul d be wi l l i ng t o 
f i ght  anywher e agai ns t  any enemy of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Quest i on 
#28 was wor ded, as f o l l ows : "Wi l l  you swear  unqual i f i ed al l egi anc e 
t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca and f or swear  any f or m of  al l egi ance 
or  obedi ence t o t he J apanese Emper or , or  any ot her  f o r ei gn 
gover nment , power , or  o r gani zat i on?" On t he ques t i onnai r es t o 
be s i gned f or  l eave c l ear ance onl y , quest i on #28 was modi f i ed t o 
r ead:. "Wi l l  you swear  t o abi de by t he l aws of  t he Uni t ed St at es 
and t o t ake no ac t i on whi ch woul d i n any way i nt er f er e wi t h t he 
war  ef f o r t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es ? " 

� i  Fukumot o, who i s r epor t ed as havi ng been hi ghl y emot i onal  and 
? P r °- J ?panes e i n hi s r emar ks, was f o r c i b l y r emoved and 

wo r .  ̂ f  ? ! Col onel  Scobi e who, i t  i s under  s t ood, di d not  mi nce 
wor ds i n hi s denunc i at i on of  Fukumot o's behav i o r . 
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Regi s t r at i on appear ed t o have ar r i ved at  a s t ands t i l l . Ac-
cor di ng t o i nf or mat i on f r om anot her  gover nment al  agency , about  
sevent y per  cent  of  t he mal e r es i dent s had answer ed "No" t o ques-
t i ons #27 and #28, as of  Febr uar y 16, 194 3. 

On Febr uar y 16t h, f i f t een J apanese al i ens and t hi r t een K i bei  
out st andi ng agi t at o r s who had been most  ac t i ve i n at t empt i ng t o 
i nf l uence r egi s t r at i o n, wer e r emoved f r om t he camp. The al i ens 
wer e i nt er ned at  L c r dsbur g, New Mexi co , and t he Ki bei  wer e sent  
t o Moab Rel ocat i on Cent er , Moab, Ut ah. I t  was r el i abl y r epor t ed 
t hat , af t er  t he r emoval  of  t h i s pr o- J apanese gr oup, evacuees 
wer e per mi t t ed t o r e- r egi s t er . At  t hat  t i me t he number  answer i ng 
"No" t o quest i ons #27 and #28 dr opped t o t h i r t y per  cent  and no 
f ur t her  t r oubl e was exp r i enc ed dur i ng t he r emai nder  of  r egi s -
t r at i on pr oceedi ngs . I t  i s under st ood t hat  t he War  Rel ocat i on 
Aut hor i t y kept  a r ecor d of  a l l  per sons who- changed f r om t hei r  
o r i gi nal  dec l ar at i on. 

At  t he compl et i on of  r egi s t r at i  on, on Mar ch 10, 1943, one 
hundr ed one (101) J apanese- Amer i can mal e c i t i zens and f i v e (5) 
al i nes had vol unt eer ed f or  ser v i ce i n t he combat  un i t . The f i ve 
al  f ei s who vol unt eer ed ar e l i s t ed her ewi t h: 

1. As ak a, Har r y Suek i chi  
For mer l y of  Pasadena, Cal i f o r n i a . 

2. Hadu, Sadayuki  
For mer l y of  Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r n i a . 

3. Oi s h i , Al f r ed J uni chi r o 
For mer l y of  E l  Mont e, Cal i f o r n i a. 

4. Oi s h i , Ger al d J i r o 
f or mer l y of  E l  Monte, Cal i f o r n i a. 

5. Ozawa, Har r i s Hayat o 
For mer l y of  Pasadena, Cal i f o r n i a. 

The f i l e s of  t he El event h Naval  Di s t r i c t  r ef l ec t  no der ogat or y i n 
f or mat i on on any of  t hese i ndi v i dual s . 

Many i ndi v i dual s who ar e sai d t o have been i nst r ument al  i n 
i nf l uenc i ng di s l oyal  r egi s t r at i ons ar e s t i l l  r es i d i ng at  t he 
cent er  as onl y a handf ul  of  t he wor st  agi t at or s wer e r emoved. 
The f o l l owi ng i ndi v i dual s ar e bel i eved t o be t r oubl emaker s who 
escaped r emoval  because of  a l ack of  ev i dence agai ns t  t hem. 

1. Nomur a, Kat suyoshi , 24- 14- C; bor n i n J apan i n 1898; 
ent er ed t he Uni t ed St at es i n 1918. Nomur a, who bui l ds 
model s of  J apanese war shi ps wi t h "Ri s i ng Sun" f l ags , i s 
r epor t ed as havi ng s ai d, dur i ng t he r eg i s t r at i o n , t hat  
I s s ei  and Ni s e i , a l i k e , ar e a l l  chi l dr en of  t he Emper or . 
He des i r es i mmedi at e r epat r i at i on to J apan f o l l owi ng the 
war  and wi shes never  t o r et ur n t o t he Uni t ed St at es . 

2. Sugai , Tomoj i r o , 24- 3- D; bor n i n J apan i n 1884, and 
pr i or  t o t he evacuat i on r es i ded at  Sant a "a r i a , Cal i f o r n i a . 
An i nf or mant  of  unknown r e l i ab i l i t y s t at es t hat  Sugai , a 
par o l ee, v i s i t ed t he par ent s of  young Ni sei  i n hi s "bl o c k , 
on t he ni ght  of  Febr uar y 16, 1943, and t ol d them t o advi se 
t hei r  sons t o r egi s t er  T'No" on quest i ons #27 and #28; not  
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t o wor r y about  answer i ng "no" as t her e was not hi ng t he gover n-
ment  coul d do about  I t . Sugal *s own s o ns , F r anc i s and K i n j i , 
bot h answer ed "No" t o quest i ons #27 and #28. 

3 . I s h i nar i , Genj o , 73- 3- D; bor n I n J apan i n 1897 and pr i or  
t o evacuat i on r es i ded at  St ock t on, Ca l i f o r n i a , I nf or mant s of  
unknown r e l ab i l i t y s t at ed t hat  I s h i nar i  had adv i sed many per sons 
not  t o wor k I n t he camouf l age net  f ac t or y a îd t o answer  "No" t o 
quest i ons #27 and #38. He I s al l eged t o have s ai d t hat  J apan has 
embar ked on a sac r ed mi ss i on I n t he Or i ent  and t hat  he , h i ms el f , 
woul d gl adl y di e f or  J apan. I s hi nar i  I s r e l i ab l y r epor t ed as a 
t r oubl emaker , gambl er  and s t r ongl y pr o- J apanese. 

Aut hor i t i es s t at ed t hat  a l l  r es i dent s of  t he Gi l a Ri ver  
Cent er  over  sevent een year s of  age had r eg i s t er ed, wi t h t he ex-
cept i on o f  about  one hundr ed t hi r l y (130) I ndi v i dual s who wer e, 
f o r  t he most  par t  aged a l i en s , i l l , or  i gnor ant  of  t he t i me 
l i mi t  pl aced on r eg i s t r at i o n . I t  was not  bel i eved t hat  any who 
f a i l ed t o r egi s t er  di d so f r om any subver s i ve mot i ve. 

St at i s t i c a l  r ecor d of  r egi s t r at i on at  Gi l a R i v er , Ar i zo na: 

Tot al  Popul at i on 13,274 

Tot al  Al i ens Regi s t er ed . 4, 627 
Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Regi s t er ed 2, 588 

Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Regi s t er ed 2,394 

Tot al  Regi s t er ed 9, 609 

Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #27 1, 098 
Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng *No" t o #28 894 
Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #27 1, 511 
Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng " l o * t o #28 244 
Tot al  Al i ens Answer i ng "No" t o #28  ̂ 2 

Per  Cent  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es " on #?7 57. 6 
Per  Cent  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es " on #28 65. 4 
Per  Cent  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Yes 

on #27 36. 9 
Per  Cent  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es " 

on #28 89. 8 
*er  Cent  Al i ens Answer i ng "Y es " on #28 99. 9 

COLORADO RI VER WAR RELOCATI ON CENTER. POSTON. ARI ZONA 

At  t he Col or ado Ri ver  Far  Rel ocat i on Cent er , r egi s t r at i o n 
of  a l l  r  e si  dent s above t he age of  sevent een year s was begun on 
Febr uar y <.0, 1943, wi t h t he r egi s t r at i o n of  mal e c i t i z ens . By 
Febr uar y 24t h , 3, 321 i ndi v i dual s had been r egi s t er ed and of  t hi s 
number  236 vol unt eer ed f or  s er v i c e I n t he al l - Ni sei  combat  uni t  
bef or e t he so- cal l ed "vo l unt eer  r egi s t r at i o n" was c l o s ed. 

Begi nni ng Mar ch 1, 1943, f emal e c i t i zens and al i ens wer e 
r egi s t er ed i n an ef f o r t  t o det er mi ne t hei r  l oyal t i es and t hei r  
po t ent i al  danger  t o t he s ec ur i t y of  t he Uni t ed St at es i f  t hey 
wer e event ual l y r el eas ed f or  out s i de empl oyment . Bef or e Mar ch 



Regi s t r at i o n , El event h Naval  Di s t r i c t  
- 4-  ' 

3r d , t he dat e set  f o r  c l os i ng t he r egi s t r at i o n per i od 3, 168 f emal e 
c i t i zens and 5, 855 J apanese al i ens had s i gned t he r egi s t r at i o n 
f or ms � 

Accor di ng t o o f f i c i a l s of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y at  
Pos t on, t he t o t al  r eg i s t r at i o n , 12, 344, r epr esent ed 100 per  cent  
of  a l l  per sons over  sevent een year s o f  age wi t h i n t he c ent er . The 
t ot al  popul at i on of  t he c ent er , as of  Apr i l  14, 1943, i s r epor t ed 
as 17, 132. 

Regi s t r at i on of  men who wi shed t o vo l unt eer  f or  mi l i t ar y 
ser v i ce was accompl i shed by a "t eam" compsed of  one Uni t ed St at es 
Ar my o f f i c er  and t hr ee enl i s t ed men, one of  whom was a Ni s e i . 
Uni t  #3, Pos t on, was sel ec t ed as t he s i t e of  t he f i r s t  r egi s t r at i on 
because of  i t s r e l at i v el y smal l  popul at i on (appr oxi mat el y 5, 000) 
and t he f ac t  t hat  l i t t l e or  no ant i - Amer i can agi t at i on has t aken 
pl ace t t er e. A pr epar ed speech was r ead / by t he Ar my o f f i c er  
i n char ge of  r egi s t r at i o n pr ocedur e, a f t er  whi ch da<l y meet i ngs 
wer e hel d f or  ques t i on and answer  per i o ds . I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  
t he meet i ngs wer e f a i r l y wel l  at t ended and wer e c ar r i ed out  i n an 
or der l y manner , i nt er r upt ed onl y by an occas i onal  sar c as t i c 
r emar k . Admi ni s t r at i on o f f i c i a l s r epor t ed t hat  no unaut hor i zed 
mass meet i ngs wer e h e l d , al t hough smal l  gr oups gat her ed f r om t i me 
t o t i me near  t he bl oc k mess hal l s and l at r i nes t o di s c us s quest i ons 
#27 and #28. 

Bl ock r es i dent s wer e r equi r ed t o r epor t  f o r  r egi s t r at i on 
by b l o c k s , a t  a cent r al  boot h i n t he Uni t  Admi ni s t r at i on Bu i l d i ng. 
Regi s t r at i on of  vo l unt eer s was accompl i shed by t he A my "t eam." 
Of f i c i a l s r epor t ed t hat  t her e was no evi dence of  agi t at i o n or  of  
t amper i ng wi t h vo l unt eer s i n t he v i c i n i t y of  t he cent r al  boot h, 

f ac t  Thi s /was at t r i but ed to t he i s o l at i on of  r egi s t r at i o n boo t hs , whi ch 
wer e access i bl e onl y t o r egi s t r ant s of  a des i gnat ed bl ock whi ch 
was under goi ng r egi s t r at i o n at  a s pec i f i ed t i me. A f ew guar ded 
r emar ks , whi ch pr obabl y wer e des i gned t o shake t he mor al e of  
pr ospec t i ve vo l unt eer s , wer e hear d f r om t i me to t i me, but  no 
ac t ual  d i f f i c u l t y was exper i enc ed. 

Var i ous i nf or mat s s t at ed t hat  t her e was no ev i dence of  
i nt er f eer nce on t he par t  of  Consc i ent i ous Obj ec t o r s , of  whom t her e 
ar e s ever al  among t he Caucas i ans i n t he c ent er , al t hough i t  i s 
bel i eved t hat  some of  t hem may have been consul t ed pr i v at el y . 

Of  t he 236 vol unt eer s at  Pos t on, i t  I s now r epor t ed t hat  
seven have r eques t ed wi t hdr awal  f r om Ser v i c e. These per sons ar es 

1. Hi r at a , F r ank 
2 . Honda, Mas ami  J oe 
3 . Manaka, R i n j I  
4.  Nakamur a, Yos1 l yuk i  
5. Obaf ca, J ack Shi r o 
6 . Shi nagawa, Shor oku Howar d 
7 . Yos hi  da , F r ed T . 

A r ev i ew of  El event h Naval  Di s t r i c t  f i l es r ef l ec t s no pr e-
v i ous I nf o r nat i on on HI r at a, Shi nagawa, Obat a or  Honda. 

1. Manaka, R I n j i , i s pos s i bl y I dent i c al  wi t h s ubj ec t  of  12ND 
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car d #1262, dat ed J ul y 28, 1937, i n whi ch one Manaka, R i n z i , age 
24 year s , was r epor t ed as havi ng ar r i ved f r om J apan as a s t eer age 
passenger  on boar d t he Asaraa Mar u, J une 3 , 1937, Manaka gave hi s 
addr ess as 471 Cor t ez St r eet , Mont er ey, Ca l i f o r n i a , and s t at ed 
t hat  he was a sar di ne f i sher man and d i v er . Manaka, subj ec t  of  
t he 12 ND car d not ed above, was met  at  t he dock , on hi s ar r i v al  
f r om J apan, by f i v e wel l  dr essed J apanese who, he s a i d , wer e hi s 
r e l at i v es . 

2. Yos: i d a , F r ed T . , was l i s t ed i n Febr uar y 1942, as a 
Ci v i l  Ser v i ce empl oyee i n Los Angel es , Ca l i f o r n i a . 

3 . Kakam\ r a, Y os hi y uk i , appear s t o be i dent i c al  wi t h an 
i ndi v i dual  of  t hat  name who i s subj ec t  of  12ND car d #18152, dat ed 
Mar ch 14, 1942. He i s desc r i bed as a r es i dent  of  Reedl ey , Cal i -
f o r n i a , and a f encer  of  t he f i r s t  r ank i n t he Reedl ey Br anch 
Hokubei  But oku K a i . Nakamur a was bor n i n Cal i f o r ni a and at  t he 
age of  s i x year s was t aken t o J apan f or  v i s el ement ar y educ at i on, 
r et ur ni ng t o t he Uni t ed St at es i n 1930. He was l i s t ed as s t udent  
at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a , Agr i c ul t ur al  Depar t ment  i n 
1939. 

Accor di ng t o o f f i c i a l s of  t he War  Rel oc at i on A ut ho r i t y , 
l ogi c al  r easons wer e o f f er ed by t hese men f or  t hei r  des i r e t o 
wi t hdr aw f r om vol unt ar y s er v i c e. The r easons wer e, i n al l  c as es , 
sever e f ami l y i l l nes s or  ext r eme f ami l y pr es s ur e. Hi r at a»s 
par ent s opposed h i s des i r e t o vo l unt eer  on the gr ounds t hat  
t hey des i r ed r epat i r at l on t o J apan and wan ed t hei r  son t o go 
wi t h t hem. 

I t  i s of  i nt er es t  t o not e t hat  per sons concer ned wi t h i n-
t er nal  secur i t y at  Post on ar e of  t he opi ni on t hat  t he r emoval  
of  Zens hi r o Tachi bana and c er t ai n of  h i s f o l l ower s f r om t he camp 
pr i o r  t o t he per i od of  r eg i s t r at i o n , ser ved as a war ni ng and 
pos s i bl y exer t ed a sedat i ve i nf l uenc e on ot her s i n t he camp. 
Tac hi bana, or gani zer  and l eader  of  t he Sei nen Kai  and ac t i ve 
t r oubl emaker , was ar r es t ed at  Post on on F ebr uar y 1 , 1943, i n 
connect i on wi t h t he s t r i ke and r i o t  at  t hat  cent er  dur i ng November , 
1942. Tachi bana has been t he s ubj ec t  of  pr ev i ous di s semi nat i on 
i n t he El event h Naval  Di s t r i c t . Ther e coul d be no doubt  t hat  
var i ous ot her  agi t at or s and f o l l ower s of  Tachi bana wer e pr esent  
at  Post on dur i ng t he r eg i s t r at i o n , but  t hey had not  yet  r e- f or med 
i nt o or gani zed gr oups , f o r  no l eader  had been sel ec t ed t o r e-
pl ace Tac hi bana. Tt er e had, i n f ac t , been so much bi c k er i ng 
among t he t r oi i )l e- âk i ng el ement  i n t he s t r uggl e f or  l eader shi p 
t hat  t he per i od of  r egi s t r at i o n caught  them unpr epar ed. I t  i s 
bel i eved t hat  t hese gr o ps wi l l  soon have r eor gani zed under  neew 
l eader shi p ard wi l l  oper at e agai n as ant i - Amer i can agi t at o r s . 

St at i s t i c al  r eoor d of  r egi s t r at i on at  Pos t on, Ar i zona: 

Tot al  Popul at i on 17,132 

Tot al  Al i ens Regi s t er ed 5, 855 
Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Regi s t er ed 3 ,321 
Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Regi s t er ed 3, l ö 8 

Tot al  Regi s t er ed 12,344 
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Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #27 1, 205 
Tot al  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #28 513 
Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #27 1, 626 
Tot al  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "No" t o #28 130 
Tot al  Al i ens Answer i ng "No" t o #28 28 

*er  Cent  Mal e Ci t i zens Answnf ng "Y es " on #27 63. 8 
Per  Cent  Mal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es "on #28 84, 6 
Per  Cent  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es " on 

#27 48. 7 
Per  Cent  Femal e Ci t i zens Answer i ng "Y es " on 

#28 95. 9 
Per  Cent  Al i ens Answer i ng "Yes on #28 99. 5 

I t  appear s t hat  t he l i nes of  ar gument  or  pr opaganda most  
of t en used by t r oubl emaker s i n t hei r  ef f o r t s t o i nf l uence 
r egi s t r at i on wer e: 

1. That  t he al l - Ni sei  canbat  uni t  was i n r eal i t y a s ui c i de 
bat t al i on whi ch woul d be used t o ef f ec t  a l andi ng i n J apan f or  
pr opaganda val ue onl y . 

2 . That  t he onl y r eason evaucees wer e bei ng r ec r ui t ed was 
t he shor t age of  manpower  i n t he Uni t ed St at es . 

3. That  t he al l - Ni s ei  uni t  was t o be used to f i ght  t he 
J apanes e, whi l e t he Caucas i an s o l di er s r emai ned on t he s i del i nes 
as obs er ver s . 

I n an ef f o r t  t o as c er t ai n the r easons f or  negat i ve answer s 
to t he l oyal t y quest i ons (#27 and #28) , s ever al  hundr ed evacuees 
wer e i nt er v i ewed by a member  o f  t he Caucas i an s t af f  at  Gi l a 
R i v er , who l i s t ed t he f o l l owi ng poi nt s as govei r i ng f ac t or s i n 
t he dec i s i ons of  a l ar ge number  of  J apanese r es i dent s of  t he 
c ent er : 

1 . Mass evacuat i on of  J apanese- Amer i can c i t i z ens . 
2 . Cl as s i f i c at i o n of  Amer i can- bor n J apanese i n Cl ass #4, 

uni er  s el ec t i v e s er v i c e l aw. 
3 . The f ac t  t hat  c i t i zens of  J apanese ances t r y hav e, i n 

r ecur r ent  newspaper  i t ems, been c al l ed s abot eur s , f i f t h co l umni s t s , 
e t c . , al t hough no pr oof  has t een br ought  f or war d t o subs t ant i at e 
t he a l l egat i o ns . 

4. Non- ef f ec t i veness of  c i t i zens h i p r i ght s of  Ni s ei  i n t he 

Uni t ed St at es . 
5 . Many Ni s ei  bel i ev e t hat  t hey wi l l  al ways be under  s oc i al  

t endi cap, r ac i a l l y and under  r es t r i c t ed c i v i l  r i gh t s . 
6. Wi l l i ngnes s on t he par t  of  Ni s ei  t o r enounce Uni t ed 

St at es c i t i zens h i p and accompany t hei r  par ent s t o J apan, wher e 
t hey f ee l  t hat  t hey wi l l  have bet t er  oppor t uni t i es t han t hey 
enj oy i n t he Uni t ed St at es . 

7. Adher ence t o t he pr i nc i p l es of  ancest or  wo r s h i p , t hr ough 
t he t eachi ngs of  t hei r  par ent s . The por t i on of  quest i on #28 whi ch 
r equi r es r egi s t r ant s t o r enounce al l  f eal t y t o t he Kmper or  of  
J apan appear s t o have been ver y annoyi ng to many evac uees . 

8. Di s l i k e of  whi t e Amer i cans , r ec ent l y ac qui r ed, because 
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of  newspaper  and r adi o comment s of  en unf avor abl e char act er  on tte 

J apanese r ac e. 
9. M i s under  s t andi ng on t he par t  of  some r egi s t r ant s t hat  

answer i ng MYes n t o ques t i on #27 means wi l l i ngnes s t o ser ve i n t he 
ar med f or ces of  t he Uni t ed St at es whet her  t hr ough sel ec t i ve ser -
v i ce or  vo l unt eer  ser v i ce* 

10. Many Ni s ei  ar e msnt al l y i mnat ur e and unabl e t o make 
t hei r  own dec i s i o ns . Thei r  par ent s 1 wi shes wer e, t her ef o r e, 
consul t ed and i n many cases i nf l uenc ed r qei s t r at i on. 

I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  most  of  t he J apanese- Amer i cans who vol un-
t eer ed f o r  mi l i t ar y s er v i c e ar e s t i l l  i n t he camps, awai t i ng 
c a l l . Many f ar ewel l  par t i es have been gi ven i n t hei r  honor , 
and t hei r  f or mer  ent hus i asm f or  j o i ni ng t he Ar my appear s t o have 
r i ven way i n some i ns t ances to a cer t ai n amount  of  chagr i n at  
f i ndi ng t hemsel ves s t i l l  on t he wai t i ng l i s t  af t er  hav i ng been 
banquet ed and t oast ed as bef i t s vo l unt eer s . I t  i s f ur t her  r epor t ed 
t hat  t her e i s al s o some embar r assment  on t he par t  of  camp r es i -
dent s who pr omot ed has t y f ar ewl l  f es t i v i t i es i n t he somewhat  
mi st aken bel i e f  t hat  t he vol unt eer s woul d be t r ans f er r ed at  once 
t o i nduc t i on c ent er s . 

Di s t r i but i o n: 

ONI  ( 2) 
DI O 8ND 

'DI O 9ND 
DI O 12ND 
DI O 13ND 
DI O 14ND 

ZI O- Tucson (4)  
ZI O- LA (2)  
ZI O- SP 
ZI O-  P t . Hueneme 

FBI - LA 
PBI - SD 
MI S- LA 
MI S- SD 



Mr j . Ct  

M.SMORANDUM f or  t he F i l es 

SUBJ ECT: Not es concer ni ng r el at i ons wi t h t he War  Depar t ment  r egar d-

i ng segr egat i on and poss i bl e r ev i s i on of  exc l us i on or der s , 

t he quest i on of  accept ance of  J apanese Amer i cans i n t he 

Ar med For ces and i n war  p l ant s , ana ot her  i t ems. 

Thi s memor andum i s wr i t t en i n an at t empt  t o per manent l y r ecor d 

c er t ai n f ac t s t hat  may not  have been document ed and t o out l i ne a 

sequence of  document at i on t hat  may be hel pf u l  t o h i s t o r i ans and ot her s 

who ar e i nt er es t ed i n s t udy i ng t he devel opment  of  t he pr ogr am of  t he 

,Var  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y EEXf s r as r ai x̂ i f x̂ i n i t s var i ous s t ages . 

I  became Di r ec t or  of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y on J une 1? , 

1942. 

Col onel  Bendet son, who was Ci v i l  A f f a i r s o f f i c er  f or  Gener al  

De î t t , anc. who was acmi ni s t er i ng t he WCCA pr ogr am, was at  t hat  t i me 

i n Washi ngt on. On or  about  J une 20, a meet i ng was hel d i n Ass i s t ant  

Sec r et ar y Mc Cl oy 's o f f i c e , at t ended by Kr . McCl oy, Co l . Bendet son, 

: :i l t on Ei senhower , S. M. Rowal t , and Co l . Tat e. 

Co l . Bendet son pr oposed t hat  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y 

i mmedi at el y t ake over  r es p o ns i b i l i t y f or  t he f ut ur e admi ni s t r at i on 

of  a l l  assembl y c ent er s , al so f or  t he movement  of  peopl e t o t he 

r el oc at i on c ent er s . Thi s pr oposal  was r ej ec t ed, because of  t he 

ver y l ar ge j ob ahead of  WRA t o compl et e r ecr ui t ment  and t r ai ni ng 

of  a s t af f  and t o pr epar e f or  t he r ecept i on of  t he evacuees at  t he 

r el oc at i on c ent er s , whi ch wer e hen i n t he pr ocess of  c ons t r uc t i on, 

and f or  ot her  r easons . One mai n r eason was t hat  we f el t  r easonabl y 

sur e t he .CCA was ant i c i pat i ng d i f f i c u l t i es i n admi ni s t er i ng t he 

assembl y c ent er s , and poss i bl y some di s o r der s ,and we di d not  f eel  

t hat  t he v/ar  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y was i n pos i t i on t o t ake over  at  

t hat  t i me and pr oper l y cope wi t h pr obl ems gr owi ng out  of  t he hur r i ed 

evacuat i on t o assembl y c ent er s . 
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Al most  i mmedi at el y af t er  t h i s meet i ng a schedul e was out l i ned 

by Co l . Bene, et  son and hi s s t af f  f or  movement  frora assembl y cent er s 

t o r el oc at i on c ent er s , and t he whol e movement  was expedi t ed. I t  

seemed r at her  ev i dent  t hat  ver y of t en movement s � r ere made on t he 

schedul es out l i ned even t hough t he r el oc at i on cent er s wer e not  r eady 

f or  occupancy. 

About  August  20, Go l . Bendet son di scussed wi t h me at  l engt h t he 

nec es s i t y f oi  our  i mmedi at el y car r y i ng out  a segr egat i on pr ogr am 

ana r ecommended' t hat  a l l  E i bei  be segr egat ed. Thi s conver sat i on 

i mmedi at el y pr eceded a l et t er  f r om Gen. DeWi t t  t o Sec r et ar y St i mson 

document i ng such a po l i c y , andpr i or  t o t he t i me l ess t han 50 per  

cent  of  t he eopl e I n t he assembl y cent er s had been moved t o 

r el ocat i on cent er s by t he War  Depar t ment . Thi s l et t er  of  Gen. 
i  

DeWi t t ' s of  August  24, was t he f i r s t  of  a s er i es o f  l et t er s document -

i ng reeoi iL edat i ons t o t he var  Depar t ment  whi ch cul m nat ed i n a ver y 

det ai l ed pl an f or  segr egat i on bei ng submi t t ed by t he ./est er n Def ense 

Command on December  30, 1942. The gener al  pat t er n of  t hese 

segr egat i on pr oposal s was out  i ned i may l et t er  t o Sec r et ar y St i : i son 

o f  ¿Tune 8, gi v i ng r ef er ence t o l et t er s f r om Gen. DeWi t t , copi es of  

whi ch sr e av ai l abl e i n t he f i  l ea. 

My l et t er  of  J une 8 was pr epar ed i n r epl y t o a l et t er  f r om 

Sec r et ar y St i mson of  May l u , 1942, and t he t one of  t hese t wo l et t er s 

wi l l  i ndi c at e some of  t he t ens i ons t hat  had devel oped over  a per i od 

of  8 or  9 mont hs r egar di ng t he i s sue of  segr egat i on and f or  ot her  

r easons . 

Dur i ng t h i s whol e per i od, t he f eel i ng ex i n t he ,/RA gener al l y 

was t hat  we wer e r ecei v i ng good cooper at i on f r om Gen. De r i t t  and Co l . 

Bendet son on a l l  mat t er s per t ai ni ng t o cons t r uc t i on and devel opment  
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of  r el ocat i on c ent er s . On t he ot her  hand, we f el t  t hat  on mat t er s 

concer ni ng r el oc at i on o l i c y and pr ogr ams of  segr egat i on and cent er  

management , we r ecei ved ver y l i t t l e cooper at i on and on t he con-

t r ar y , t hat  t hey of t en t i mes went  out  of  t hei r  way t o c r i t i c i s e 

cur  met hods and pr ocedur es whi ch di d not  meet  wi t h t hei r  f u l l  

appr oval . Thi s was par t i c ul ar l y t r ue i n r egar d t o po l i ce met hods 

at  t he c ent er s , and t he whol e gener al  phi l osophy t hat  we hel d 

r egar di ng our  deal i ngs wi t h t he evacuees . 

Begi nni ng i n J u l y , 1942 t he WRA ur ged i mmedi at e r ei ns t i t ut i o n 

of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce pr ocedur es f or  Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apanese 

anc es t r y , whi ch had been set  as i de shor t l y af t er  ? ear l  Har bor , even 

t hough t her e wer e mor e t han 5,000 boys of  J apanese ances t r y i n t he 

ar med f or ces pr i o r  t o t hat  t i me, vi e r ecogni zed t hat  t h i s woul d be 

an es sent i al  s t ep i n get t i ng t he WM j ob compl et ed. Fur t her mor e, 

i t  was di s c r i mi nat i on whi ch we f el t  ver y s t r ongl y shoul d be r ec t i f i ed . 

As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y McCl oy agr eed wi t h us on t h i s poi nt  and i mmedi at e-

l y went  t o wor k i n an ef f or t  t o get  a r ever sal  of  t he dec i s i onsHX 

on t he par t  ol ' t he War  Depar t ment . 

On about  November  1, 1942, af t er  many weeks wor k , i t  seemed 

ev i dent  t , at  ac t i on woul d be t aken t o r e- es t abl i sh t he Sel ec t i ve 

Ser v i ce pr ocedur es on a nor  al  bas i s f or  c i t . z ens of  J apanese 

ances t r y . Because of  t he obj ec t i ons of  c er t ai n Gener a?s , however , 

i nc l udi n,; Gen. DeWi t t  of  t he ,/est er n Def ense Command and Gen. Dr um 

of  t he ¿as t er n Def ense Command, t he announcement  of  t he o r gani zat i on 

of  t he Combat 'Team on J anuar y 1943, was compr omi se measur e. 

I t  pr oved t o be f i r s t  st en t owar d r e- i ns t i t ut i on of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce 

f or  t he maj or i t y of  c i t i zens of  ¿J apanese anc es t r y . 
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The bat t l e f or  t he r e- i ns t i t ut i on of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce and t he 

r i ght  t o f i ght  i n t he Ar my, whi ch was r equest ed by many of  t he 

J apanese Ai aer i c; n boys, i s a l ong bat t l e whi ch i s not  ver y wel l  

document ed. The mi nut es of  t he meet i ng of  t he J apanese Amer i can 

Ci t i zens League hel d i n Sal t  Lake Ci t y i n November , 1942, wi l l  

i nd cat e t he pos i t i on of  WRA on t hi s mat t er  at  t hat  t i me, and t he 

J ACL went  on r ecor d dur i ng t hat  meet i ng i n suppor t  of  t he r e-

est abl i shment  of  f u l l  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce pr ocedur es . 

Fol l owi ng t he announcement  of  t he pl ans f or  t he o r gani zat i on 

of  t he Combat  Team i n J anuar y 194; , a r egi s t r at i on of  a l l  peopl e 

17 year s of  age and over  was j o i nt l y cond ct ed by t he War  Depar t ment  

and WRA. Thi s xx pr oved t o be a ver y emot i onal  per i od at  a l l  of  

t he cent er s and i n t he mi dst  of  t hi s ac t i v i t y t he f i r s t  r econmenda-

t i ons wer e made by WRA t o Sec r et ar y St i mson r eg r di ng po s : i b l e 

r ev i s i on i n t he exc l us i  n o r der . Thi s done by l et t er  t o Secr et ar y 

St i mson on Mar ch 11, whi ch out l i ned i n det ai l  t he pr obl ems t hen 

ex s t i ng i n t he r el ocat i on c ent er s . Al t er nat e pr oposal s wer e out -

l i ned and a def i n i t e r ecom ê dat i on was made t hat  cer t ai n gr oups be 

gi ven cons i der at i on f o r  r et ur n t o t hei r  homes at  t hat  t i me. These 

gr oups k x i nc l uded s o l d i er ' s f ami l i es , sol t .i evs who had ser ved 

i n t he l as t  war , and t hose hose r ecor ds i nd cat ed t hei r  e l i g i b i l i t y 

f o r  wor k i n war  p l ant s . 

I mmedi at el y f o l l owi ng t he announcement  of  t he or gani zat i on of  

t he Combat  Team i n J anuar y 1944, t he ,7ar  Depar t ment  pr oposed t o set  

up a j o i nt  boar d f or  t he pur pose of  r ev i ewi ng t he r ecor ds of  t he 

boys r egi s t er ed i n t he r el oc at i on cent er swho wer e of  mi l i t ar y age 

and who mi ght  not  have an oppor t uni t y t o ser ve i n t he ar med f or ces 

at  t hat  t i me because of  t he l i mi t ed number  kkzl i x t hat  coul d be used 
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i n t he Combat  Team, wi t h t he expec t at i on t hat  aci xxx a l ar ge number  

of  t hese youngst er s oul cl  be c l ear ed f or  wor k i n war  p l ant s . The 

J o i nt  Boar d w s t o have i n i t s member shi p an o f f i c er  f r om Kaval  

I n t el l i genc e, t he Br ovost  Mar shal  Gener al ' s o f f  c e, a r epr esent at i ve 

f or m F BI . amd t he WRA. Thi s boar d was es t abl i shed and a l l  of  t he 

r epr esent at i ves f unc t i oned except  t he FBI  r epr esent at i ve who s i mpl y 

sat  i n as an obser ver  and assumed no r es pons i bi l i t y f or  t he ac t i on 

t ak en. 

I t  was expect ed t hat  t he -  o i nt  Boar d woul d r ev i ew t housands of  

cases and i t  as t he -  ope of  WRA at  t hat  t i me t hat  at  ".east  50 per  

cent  f  t he Amer i can c i t i zens mi ght  b :co.:.e el i gi f c .e f or  war  pl ant  

wor k i n a per i od of  't hr ee t o f our  mont hs. The J o i nt  Boar d was 

I n exi s t ence f or  a per i od of  ab ut  14 or  15 mont hs ana onl y 486 

peopl e wer e c l ear ed f or  war  pl ant  wor k by t he Boar d & tr  ng t  .at  

j  r  i q . .i  he who i.e pr ocess bogged down because of  t he i ns i s t enc e 

of  t he r epr esent at i ves of  t he /est er n Def ense Command t hat  eaah 

i ndi v i dual  case be i nves t i gat ed and t h i s pr ocess bot t l e- necked t he 

whol e pr ogr am so compl et el y t hat  i t  di d mor e damage t han good t o 

t he r el oc at i on pr ogr  m"because of  t r i e di sappoi nt ment s on t he par t  

of  many youngst er s i n t he cent er s . The J o i nt  Boar d t ook on many 

new f unc t i ons never  i nc l uded n t he o r i g i nal  p l an, t hat  devel oped 

i nt o cases of  whet her  peopl e mi pht  be rel ocate«*-  i n t he Eas t er n 

Def ense Command. Tfrey s t ar t ea i n t o pr ocess a l l  cases of  Amer i can 

c i t i zens who had r egi s t er ed dur i ng t he per i od of  Febr uar y and Mar ch 

1942, anc made r ecommendat i ons as t o whet her  t hey shoul d r ecei ve 

l eave c l ear anc e. As a r esul t  of  t hi s ac t i on WRA pl aced on st op 

l i s t s ever yone whom t he J o i nt  Boar d di d not  r ecommer n f or  l eave 
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c l ear anc e, unt i l  f ur t ner  i nc es t i g t i on andhear i ngs coul d be made. 

WRA f ur t her  secur ed i nf or mat i on f r om t he F BI , ONI , and G- 2 on many 

i ndi v i dual s , 1? year s of  age and over , and asked f or  f ur t her  i n-

v es t i gat i on on a l l  cases wher e t her e was any der ogat or y r ecor d o f  

i mpor t ance and al so r equi r ed hear i ngs and i nves t i g: t i ons on al l  E i bei  

who had r et ur ned t o t h i s count r y af t er  1935 and who had al l -  t hei r  

educat i on i n J apan. 

Over  11,000 hear i ngs wer e conduct ed i n r el oc at i on cent er s , i n-

vo l v i ng t hese var y i ng t ypes of  c as es . These hear i ngs wer e spr ead 

ever  a per i od of  16 or  17 mont hs . 

I n spi t e of  t he i ns i s t enc e on t \ e par t  of  t he Array i n 1942 

and 1943 t hat  t hey had no r es pons i bi l i t y f or  segr egat i on and 

det er mi nat i on of  di s l oy al t y ot her  t han t o pr ovi de i nf or mat i on t o us 

and i n spi t e of  t he c ar ef ul  wor k t hat  was done by WRA i n check i ng 

t he r ecor ds o f i x i nt el l i genc e agenc i es , i t s cooper at i on wi t h t he 

J oi nt -  Boar d and t he t housands of  hear i ngs hel d i n t he cent er s whi ch 

wer e checked and r evi ewed by r es ons i bl e peopl e on t he WRA s t af f  I n 

Washi ngt on, t he '//DC det er mi ned i n t he spr i ng ana summer  of  1944 

t hat  t hey coul d not  accept  t he r ecommendat i ons of  t he WRA r egar di ng 

t hese i nd i v i dual s . They dec i ded t uat  a compl et el y nev exami nat i on 

woul d have t o be made t o det er mi ne who shoul d be exc l uded f r om t he 

- vest  Coast  i f  and when t he mass exc l us i on or der  on t he West  Coast  

was l i f t ed . 

Begi nni ng wi t h t he c onf i dent i al  l et t er  of  Mar ch 11, 1943, t o 

t he Sec r et ar y of  War , t he - e i s a whol e ser i es of  document s and 

cor r espondence whi ch wi l l  hel p t o f i l l  i n t he pi c t ur e and wi l l  pr o£ 

v i de a summar y of  t he di s c uss i ons t hat  wer e hel d f r om t i me t o t i me. 
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I  wi l l  at t empt , as l o gi c al l y as pos s i bl e, t o l i s t  what  t hese document s 

ar e i n a r easonabl e sequence. A c onf i dent i al  memor andum of  Mar ch 6, 

1944 t o Sec r et ar y I ekes out l i n i ng cer t ai n cons i der at i ons r el at i ng t o 

t he r e- c eni ng of  t he . ;est  Coast  t c l oyal  c i t i zens and l aw- abi di ng 

a l i ens . At t ached t o t h i s document  was t he f o l l owi ng s er i es of  

document s -  l et t er  of  Mar ch 11, 1943, t o Sec r et ar y St i msom f r om t he 

Di r ec t or  WRA, r ev i ous l y r ef er r ed t o . A l et t er  of  Mar ch 12, t o t he 

As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y of  War , J ohn J . I  .cCl ov, t o whi ch was at t ached 

t he l et t er  t o Sec r et ar y St i mson. Thi s 3_et t er  pr esent ed our  obj ec-

t i ons t o t he pr oposed segr egat i on po l i c y and i ndi cat ed t hat  thesnxx 

maj or  obj ect  shoul d be t o r emove t he r es t r i c t i ons agai ns t  l oyal  

c i t i zens ana 3aw abi di ng al i ens and at  t he same t i me t o pr ovi de 

f or  t he di s pos i t i on of  t hose def i n i t el y d i s l o y al . A l et t er  of  May 

10, 1943 f r om Sec r et ar y St i mson t o t he Di r ec t or  of  WRA i n r epl y 

t o my l et t er  of  Mar c h t l l . A l et t er  of  J une 8, 1943 t o Secr et ar y 

St i mson i n r epl y t o h i s l et t er  of  May I S . A l et t er  of  Oct ober  16, 

1943 t o As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y McCl oy out l i n i ng t he need, f or  j o i nt  

pl anni ng ana conf i r mi ng a conver sat i on we had ear l i er  i n Oc t ober . 

A l et t er  of  November  19, 1943 f r om Capt . J ohn Hal l  i n I I r . McCl oy 's 

o f f i c e , addr essed t o me, at  wnl ch t i me he sent  excer pt s f r om Gen. 

Emmons r epor t  dat ed November  10, whi ch r ef er r ed t o my l et t er  of  

Oct ober  16 t o Mr . McCl oy. A l et t er  of  J anuar y 17, 1944, t o 

Ass i s t ant  Sec r et ar y McCl oy r egar di ng Gen. .Cmmons' st at ement s 

at t ached t o Capt . Ha l l ' s l et t er  of  some of  t he devel opment s dur i ng 

t he per i od f r om Mar ch 11, 1943 t o Mar ch 6, 194'-

Ot her  memor anda t hat  may r ove t o be of  use ar e a memor andum 

of  Mar ch 1, 1944 f r omt he Di r ec t or  of  WRA t o Sec r et ar y I ek es , 

out l i n i ng maj or  pr obl ems of  WRA, pas t , pr esent ,ami  f ut ur e. 
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a memor andum f r om t he Di r ec t or  of  WRA t o Sec r et ar y I ci ces of  Mar ch 9, 

1944 summar i zi ng 10 i mpor t ant  r easons why r ev i s i on i n t he exc l us i on 

or der  shoul d be made. A dr af t  of  a memor andum dat ed Ar .r i l  5, 1944 

and addr essed t o Sec r et ar y I c k es f r om t he Di r ec t or  of  RA out l i ni ng 

pl ans f or  br i ngi ng t he r el oc at i on pr ogr am t o a conc l us i on. A 

memor andum f r om t he Di r ec t or  of  WRA t o Sec r et ar y I c kes of  Apr i l  29, 

1944 summar i zi ng t he hi gh l i ght s i n t he f i na l  r epor t  of  Gen. DeWi t t  

cover i ng evacuat i on of  per sons of  J apanese descent  f r om t he West  

Coast . A memor andum t o t he Secr et ar y of  t he I nt er i o r  f r om t he 

Di r ec t or  of  WRA dat ed May 10, 194- 4 wi t h r ef er ence t o t he r ecocat i on 

of  mi l i t ar y or der s exc l udi ng J apanese Amer i cans f r om t he P ac i f i c 

Coast  ar ea and out l i n i ng s t eps WRA f el t  shoul d be t a ;en at  t hat  

t i me. Memor andum of  J une 2, 1944 addr essed t o t he Under  Secr et ar y 

of  t he I nt er i o r  by t he Di r ec t or  of  WRA pr ot es t i ng movement  of  t he 

J apanese sec t i onof  PMGO t o t he West  Coast  and pr ot es t i ng t he 

gener al  r e- scr eeni ng by t he War  Depar t ment  of  a l l  evacuat ed eopl e. 

A l et t er  of  J une 2, 1944 t o t he Pr es i dent  f r om Sec r et ar y I  ekes 

ur gi ng i mmedi at e ac t i on r egar di ng t he r el oc at i on of  mass exc l us i ons 

or de s and s et t i ng f o r t h r easons why t he or der  shoul d be r evoked 

at  t hat  t i me. Memor  ndum of  J une 8, 1944 t o t he Under  Sec r et ar y 

of  t he I nt er i o r  f r om t he Di r ec t or  of  ,/RA r egar di ng t he pr oposal  

of  t he West er n Def ense Command t o per mi t  t he r et ur n of  sel ec t ed 

evac ees t o t he exc l us i on ar ea. A c onf i dent i al  l et t er  f r om t he 

Pr es i dent  addr essed j o i nt l y t o Ac t i ng Sec r et ar y St et t i nus St at e 

Depar t ment , and Sec r et ar y I ek es , of  J une 12, 1944 i n r epl y t o 

Secr et ar y I c k es ' l et t er  t o t he Pr es i dent  of  J une 2, 1944. A 

copy of  a secr et  memor andum t o Mr . McCl oy , Ass i s t ant  Sec r et ar y 
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of  War , f or  s i gnat ur e of  t he Under  Sec r et ar y of  t he I n t er i o r , 

di c t at ed on J une 9, 1944, whi ch was never  s ent , r el at i ng t o 

Gener al  Si mons ' ex memor andum concer ni ng r ,roi>osea changes i n 

t he exc l us i on pr ogr am. Memor andum of  December 8, 1944 f o r  

t he F i l es , t o whi ch was at t ached an uns i gned l et t er  t o t he 

At t or ney Gener al  and As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y of  t he 

I nt er i o r  and copi es of  t he mi nut es of  t he Commi t t  meet i ngs hel d 

on November  13, 20, ana December  1, wer e at t ac hed. Thi s s er i es 

gi ve a r at her  compl et e s t or y of  t he devel opment s and r ] .ans f or  

l i f t i ng t he exc l us i on or der s dmr i ng t he per i od f r om November  

13 t o December  16, i nc l us i v e. 

The f i na l  dr af t s o f  t he pr oc l amat i on, copy of  l et t er  t o 

t he P r es i dent  by t he Sec r et ar y of  /ar  on December  13, and 

Sec r et ar y St i ms on's £x pr ess r el ease i n r el at i on t o t he l i f t i ng 

of  t he exc l us i on o r der s , pr et t y wel l  summar i ze t he out come of  t he 

'di scuss i ons f r om December  6 t o December  16, i nc l us i v e. 

I t  wasfexx t he under s t andi ng of  WRA and t he Depar t ment  of  t he 

I nt er i o r  on November  13 t hat  t he WDC had made a commi t ment  t hat  

t her e woul d not  be mor e t han 4, 000 t o 5,000 names on t he ex-

c l us i on l i s t  when f i na l l y suppl i ed i nc l uded bet ween 9, 000 and 

10,000 names -  near l y t wi ce t he o r i g i nal  number . Thi s wi de 

di s c r epancy bet ween t he o r i g i nal  commi t ment  and t he f i na l  

f i gur e made a vas t  di f f er enc e i n t he pr obl em of  WRA bot h at  

t he r el oc at i on cent er s and at  Tul e Lake ana i n i t s pos s i bl e 

ef f ec t  on per sons al r eady r el ocat ed who war e on t he ''ar  Depar t -

ment 's exc l udee l i s t . The War  Depar t ment SHX di d agr ee, 

however , on December 13 or 14, t o gi ve priority t o f ur t her  

i nv es t i gat i on and r ev i ew at  t he cent er s of  t hose cases on t he 

War  Depar t ment T s exf cl udee l i s t  who had pr ev i ous l y been gi ven 
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l eave c l ear ance by t he WRA af t er  i nves t i gat i on and hear i ngs . 

A l l  of  t hese peopl e wer e t o be no t i f i ed t hat  such - pr i or i t i es 

had been es t abl i s hed. An uns i gned memor andum was pr epar ed on 

December  13 f or  t he s i gnat ur e of  t he Under  Secr et ar y of  t he 

I nt er i o r  t o t he As s i s t ant  Secr et ar y of  War , out l i n i ng t he 

pr obl ems ex i s t i ng at  t hat  t i me and t he r easons why i t  was 

f e l t  i t  was es s ent i a l  t o gi ve pr opr i t y hear i ngs on t hese cases . 

D. 3. Myer  
12- 23- 44 



DEVELOPMENT OP SEGREGATI ON POLI CY 

I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  no ot her  po l i cy has r ecei ved- as t hor ough s t udy . 

as t hat  whi ch has to do wi t h t he separ at i on of  t he l oyal  f r om t he so- cal l ed 

di s l oy al  el ement s among t he popul at i on i n r el oc at i on c ent er s . As ear l y 

as May 1942, L t . Comander  K . D. R i ng l e, a Naval  I nt el l i genc e Of f i c er  

det ai l ed t o t he War . Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y t o as s i s t  i n t he devel opment  of  

i t s pr ogr am, pr esent ed t he f i r s t  of  what  pr oved t o be al ong s er i es of  

pr oposal s . Commander  "i ngl e sugges t ed s egr egat i ng t he K i bei  who had 

r es i ded f or  a c er t ai n number  of  year s i n J apan, al ong wi t h t hei r  

par ent s and c h i l dr en. Af t er  f ul l  c ons i der at i on i t  was dec i ded not  

t o act  upon Commander  R i ng l e f s pl an s i nce i t  advocat ed ar t l t r ar y segr e-

gat i on of  a c at egor y of  per sons on the bas i s of  an ssumpt i on t hat  

pr ac t i c al l y a l l  t he di s l oyal  el ement s wer e t o be f ound i n a par t i c ul ar  

gr oup. I t  was r ec ogni zed f ur t her  t hat  such an ar bi t r ar y Movement , 

i n ef f ec t  s i mi l ar  t o t he evac uat i on i t s e l f , woul d be an i n j us t i c e t o 

fnany l oyal  Amer i can c i t i zens among t he Ki bei  who shar pl y oppose t he 

mi l i t ar i s t i c cour se of  t he Empi r e of  J apan. 

On August  23, 1942 t he War  Depar t ment , i n a memor andum f r om Gener al  

J ohn L . DeWi t t , made a s i mi l ar  r ec nmendat i on. On Sept ember  9, 1942 

Gener al  DeWi t t  pr oposed t hat  not  onl y t he Ki bei  but  al so t he I s s ei  be 

segr egat ed f r om t he ot her s . Af t er  f ur t her  c ons i der at i on of  t hese sug-

ges t i ons of  t he War  Depar t ment  the Ac t i ng Di r ec t or  of  t he War  Rel oca-

t i on Aut hor i t y s t at ed i n a l et t er  to t he As s i s t ant 'Sec r et ar y of  War , 

under  dat e of  Novembe 20, 1942, t he t hi nk i ng of  t hat  per i od: 

" i n one s ens e, s egr egat i on i s al r eady get t i ng under  way under  our  

new i ndef i n i t e l eave pr ogr am whi ch became ef f ec t i v e on Oct ober  1. 

As i t  l ooks now, a s t eadi l y i nc r eas i ng number  of  evacuees wi t h c l ean 

r ecor ds wi l l  be l eav i ng t he r el oc at i on cent er s i n t he mont hs ahead t o 

t ake t hei r  pl aces i n t he e gno mi c l i f e of  t he count r y i n i nt er i o r  
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ar eas wher e t hey wi l l  agai n he exposed t o t he Amer i cani z i ng i nf l uences 

l ar gel y l ack i ng 5n r el o c at i o n c ent er s . I n a second s ens e, a c er t ai n 

t hough i nadéquat e degr ee of  segr egat i on was accompl i shed t hr ough t he 

i nt er nment  of  suspect ed a l i ens i mmedi at el y af t er  t he at t ack on Pear l  

Har bor . 

"Unques t i onabl y , however , t her e i s r emai ni ng i n t he cent er s a gr oup 

of  i ndet er mi nat e s i ze whose sympat hi es ar e c l ear l y wi t h J apan. Ther e 

ar e t he appl i cant s f ar  r epat r i at i o n, f o r  exampl e, who, t hough t hey do 

not  now appear  t o be a par t i c ul ar  sour ce of  t r oubl e, have made t hei r  

choi ce and shoul d be segr egat ed f r om t he ot her s . Thi s we hope t o ac-

compl i sh, pr ovi ded f ac i l i t i es c an be obt ai ned and a pr ac t i c al  pr ogr am 

can be wor ked 01, t . 

nYJ e ar e of  the opi ni on t hat , except  f o r  t he appl i cant s f or  r epa-

t r i at i o n , segr egat i on shoul d b e under t aken on t he bas i s of  t he i ndi v i -

dual  r ecor ds of  t he e vacuee s�r e cor d s i n t he possess i on of  t he F eder al  

Bur eau of  I nv es t i gat i on, t he ot her  i nt el l i genc e s er v i c es , and our  own 

i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y o f f i c er s . Some mont hs ago we c ons i der ed ser i ous l y a 

pr oposal  t o segr egat e ar b i t r ar i l y t hose whose school i ng i n t hei r  im-

pr ess i onabl e year s was t aken i n J apan. We have abandoned t hi s i dea i n 

f avor  of  appr oachi ng t he pr obl em on a bas i s of  i ndi v i dual  r ecor ds even 

t hough a l ar ge pr ogr am o f  segr egat i on .shoul d appear  t o be des i r abl e as 
i  

we gai n more exper i enc e." 

par at e c ent er , al t hough gover nment  f a c i l i t i e s wer e t hor oughl y can-

vassed. Ot her  suggest i ons wer e i nf or mal l y submi t t ed by t he War  Depar t -

ment  on Oct ober  5, Oct ober  9, and Oct ober  50. On December  50, i n 

r esponse t o t he r eques t  of  t he Di r ec t or  of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut ho r i t y , 

t he War  Depar t ment  out l i ned a compr ehensi ve pl an f or  s egr egat i on. 

War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y was unabl e to f i n d or  ot her wi se pr o-

f ac i l i t i e s r equi r ed t o house t he r epat r i at e gi mp i n a se-
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Thi s pl an adopt ed t he i dea of  "s c r eeni ng out " i ndi v i dual s on the bas i s 

of  i ndi v i dual  r ec or ds , and di s c ar ded t he c at ego r i c al  appr oach. 

I n Febr uar y and Mar ch, 1943, a r eg i s t r at i o n pr ogr am was hel d at  al l  

t en cent er s f or  t he pur pose of  r e gi s t er i ng r es i dent s f or  mi l i t ar y ser -

vi ce and f or  l eave c l ear ance f or  r el oc at i on a t  s i de of  t he pr o j ec t  ar eas« 

Thi s r egi s t r at i o n w as compul sor y f o r  a 11 per sons 17 year s of  age and 

over . Each c i t i z en was r equi r ed t  o answer  t he f o l l owi ng quest i on: 

"Wi l l  you swear  unqual i f i ed al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  

Amer i ca and f or swear  ai  y f or m of  al l egi anc e or  obed'ance t o t he J apanese 

emper or , or  an y ot her  f o r ei gn gover nment , power , or  or gani zat  i on?2 

Each al i en was r equi r ed t o answer  t he f o l l owi ng ques t i on: 

" . i l l  you swear  t o abi de by t he l aws of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t o 

t ake no ac t i on whi ch woul d i n any way i nt er f er e wi t h t he war  ef f o r t  

of  t he Uni t ed St at es ? " 

I n a l et t er  t o t he Ass i s t ant  Sec r et ar y of  War  undr r  dat e of  Mar ch 

12, 1943, f o l l owi ng anal ys i s of  t he r es u l t s of  t h i s r eg i s t r at i o n , t he 

Di r ec t or  of  t he War  Rel ocat i on ût hor i  t y wr ot e: 

" I t  i s my j ul gment  t hat  the obj ec t i ve of  a pr ogr am of  segr egat i on 

shoul d be t o r emove t he r es t r i c t i o ns f r om t hose who ar e c l ear ed by t he 

segr egat i on pr ocess and t her eby r est or e f u l l y t o t he l oyal  gr oup t hose 

r i ght s whi ch ar e enj oyed ty t he r est  of  t he publ i c . Res t r i c t i ons wer e 

el aced upon t he gr oup as a whol e because i t  c cnt ai ned di s l oy al  el ement s . 

Remove t he di s l oyal  el ement s and t he need f or  r es t r i c t i o ns di s appear s . 

"!.!ost  of  t he j3ans advocat ed t  hus f ar  have been bas ed i n t oo l ar ge 

par t  on c er t ai n assumpt i ons . For  exampl e, i t  has been assumed t hat  

c er t ai n cat egor i es of  peo p l e�K i bei , a l i ens , ol d bac hel o r s , par o l l ees , 

r epat r i at es , t o name a f ew�c o nt a i n t he danger ous el ement s , al t hough 

f ew peopl e seem t o agr ee on t he same s et  of  c at egor i es . We now know 

f r om p r e l i m i n a r y anal ys i s of  t he r es ul t s of  r eg i s t r at i o n , t hat  segr e-



gat i on on a cat egor i cal  bas i s woi l d not  have acc mpl i sbed t he pur poses 

hoped f o r . We woul d have pi cked up most  <"f  t he undes i r abl es , no doubt , 

but  al  ong wi t h them we woul d have pi cked up many l oyal  peopl e whi l e 

l eav i ng behi nd some d i s l o y al  among t he Ni s e i . However , t he r es u l t s of  

t he r egi s t r at i o n at  l as t  gi ve us a b a s i s f o r  f or  mi  n;-  j udgént sas t o 

an i ndi v i dual  per son's l oyal t y t hat  may be r easonabl y sound. 

"As you know f r om our  many conver sat i ons , i t  i s my cons i der ed opi ni on 

t hat  segr egat i on of  t he d i s l o y a l  wi t hout  o f f er i ng compensat or y benef i t s 

t o the l oyal  woul d r esul t  i n s ome t i ng ver y c l ose t o di s as t er . Al l  

evacuees , l oyal  as we l l  as d i s l o y a l , woul d l ook upon such ac t i on as a 

t i ght eni ng of  gover nment al  r es t r i c t i ons upon a whol e r ac i al  gr oup; 

and so woul d t he publ i c . I t  c oj  I d ser ve onl y t o i nt ens i f y t hose an-

x i et i es and f ear s whi c h have l ed s t eadi l y t o det er i o r at i on of  t he f a i t h 

of  t he evacuees i n Amsr i ca. How fer  t hi s dét ér i o r at i o n has gone i s 

per haps i ndi c at ed i n a compai i son of  r egi s t r at i on f i gur es I n Hawai i  

and i n r el oc at i on c ent er s . I t  i s t i me t o t ake pos i t i ve st eps t o r e -

ver se an obvi ous t r en d . " 

Dur i ng and i mmedi at el y f o l l owi ng the r egi s t r at i o n per i od, a sub-

commi t t ee of  t he Senat e, under  the Chai r manshi p of  Senat or  A. b . Chandl er , 

conduct ed an des t i n a t i o n o f  war  r el oc at i on cent er s and WRA po l i cy and 

admi ni st r ât " on . Pr i or  t o maki ng hi s r epo r t  t o t he Mi l i t ar y Af f a i r s 

Commi t t ee, Senat or  Chandl er  sent  a copy of  t he agenda t o t he Di r ec t or ' 

of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y . I n the absence of  t he Di r ec t or  f r om t he 

c i t y t he Act i ng Di r ec t or  comment ed upon t he agenda, one i t em o f  whi ch 

r ead "Those i nt er r ogat ed hel d t he opi ni on t hat  t hose who answer ed "no ' 

t o t he l oyal t y quest i .cn and t hose ot t er  wi se det er mi ned t o be d i s l o y al  

shoul d be pl aced i n' i nt er nment  camps ." I n r epl y t o t h i s po i nt , on Apr i l  

13 the Act i ng Di r ect or  wr o t e: 



"Si nc e r es ul t s of  the r egi s t r at j i on wer e "f i r s t  r epor t ed us by t he 

p r o j ec t s , we have been g i v i ng t hi s pr obl em a gr eat  dea l  of  t hought . I t  
• 

i s our . opi ni on t hat  a s epar at i o n must  be made, and we ar e pl anni ng t o 

make o ne. We be l i ev e , however , t hat  when t be di s l o y al  ar e r emoved, 

i t  wi l l  t hen be poss i bl e t o r el ax or  el i mi nat e ent i r e l y t he r es t r i c t i o ns 

now pl ac ed agai ns t  t he l o y al , per mi t t i ng them f r eedo i  t o r ei ns t at e t hem-

sel ves i n nor mal  l i f e . 

"We ar e al so s t udy i ng t he gr oup vho answer ed 'no ' and woul d l i k e 

t o- pr esent  t o your  Commi t t ee t he r es u l t s of  our  anal y s i s when i t  i s . 

compl et ed. When ' t h i s i nf o r mat i on i s c o l l ec t ed and s t udi ed we s hal l  have 

val uabl e >u5d es as t o hew t o handl e t he segr egat ed gr oup. V/e s hal l  

know whi c h of  them ar e danger ous t o t i e i n t er nal  s ec ur i t y of  t he count r y 

and t her ef o r e shoul d be al l owed no f r eedo m." 

A meet i ng of  al l  P r o j ec t  Di r ec t or s was hel d i n Washi ngt on t he week 

of  May 24. Segr egat i on was t hor oughl y di s c us s ed and a pr ogr am was 

adopt ed whi c h woul d pr ov i de f o r  s egr egat i o n f r om r e l o c at i o n c ent er s of  

t hose p r  sons of  J apanese anc es t r y who have a p l i ed f o r  r epat r i a t i o n 

or  expat r i at i o n t o J apan, and f o r  t he Segr egat i on of  ot her  per sons af t er  

i nt er v i ews and hear i ngs . Per sons t o t e c o ns i der ed f or  s egr egat i o n 

o t her  t han r epat r i at es and expat r i a t es ar e t  o be dr awn f r om t he f o l l ow-

i ng c at ego r i es : 

1 . Per sons who i n t he r eg i s t r a t i o n of  F ebr uar y and Mar ch answer ed 

t he l oyal t y ques t i ons i n t he negat i v e, or  qua l i f i ed t hei r  ans wer s . 

2 . Per sons f o r  whom t her e i s an adver se r epo r t  by F eder al  i n t el l i -

gence agenc i es . 

3. Ar sons f or  whom t he J apanese-  Amer i can J o i nt  Boar d es t abl i s hed 

i n t he Pr ovos t  Mar shal  Gener a l ' s o f f i c e does not  a f f i r mat i v e l y r ecom- enc 

l eave c l ear anc e. 

4 . Per sons whose app l i c at i o ns f or  l eave dqar anc e or  ot her  mat er i al  

d i s c l o s e i nf er  mat  i on whi c h i n t he Di r ec t o r ' s j udgment  r equi r es f u r t her  

expl anat  i o n . 



A n oper at i ons pl an f o r  t he segr egat i on o f  such per sons i s new 

"bei ng devel oped and over r ent s wi l l  "begi n as soon as pr ocedur es ar e � 

v i s ed and t r anspor t at i on f ac i l i t i es may he pr ov i ded. Agenc i es i n 

char ge of  t r anspor t at i on adv i se t hat  i t  i s not - poss i bl e t o schedul e 

maj or  moves unt i l  af t er  Sept ember  1. 



I nt er v i ew wi t h Mal col m P i t t s 

7/ 15/ 43 

Subj ec t : Backgr ound of  Segr egat i on 

Document s of  s i gni f i c anc e c i t ed: 

Memo f r om St auber  t o Di r ec t o r , J une 1943 (t abl es at t ached) 
Memo by Rowal t  commi ssi oni ng WRA at t or neys t o begi n 

pl anni ng f or  Segr egat i on, wr i t i ng segr egat i on i n-
s t r uc t i on 

P l an C, bas i s of  segr egat i on pl ans 

k t U fa ¿faß�-

I t  was hoped t hat  t he l eave c l ear ance pr ogr am woul d 
aut omat i cal l y separ at e t he "l o y al " f r om t he "d i s l o y al " evac-
uees , t he "l o y al " goi ng out  under  r el oc at i on pr ocedur e. How-
ever , t he l eave c l ear ance pr ogr am pr oved t oo s l ow. 

Leave c l ear ance commi t t ee 

Rowal t  Fer guson 
P i t t s � Bar r ows 
Pr ov i nse I i inbree 
Gl i c k 

Mr . P i t t s was ass i gned t o dr aw up t he Segr egat i on Manual . 
Sever al  dr af t s wer e submi t t ed. The f i nal  dr af t , subj ect  t o 
cor r ec t i ons and suggest i ons by Pr oj ec t  s t af f  member s at  
Denver  meet i ng, J ul y 26- 27, omi t t ed sever al  sec t i ons appear i ng 
i n f or mer  dr af t  s . At  t hi s dat e, t he sect i ons on i nt er v i ewi ng wer e 
s t i l l  bei ng r evamped by Mi ss Gi f f o r d and Mr . L ef l ar . Tr ai n oper -
at i ons wer e del et ed f r om f i nal  Segr egat i on Manual  d nee Army i s 
t o t ake over  r es po ns i bi l i t y . 

F i r s t  publ i c announcement  of  Segr egat i on at  Di es Commi t t ee, 
J ul y 6- 7; al s o di scussed at  Chandl er  Commi t t ee Hear i ngs , J ul y 
3, 1943. 

J ul y 8 -  t el egr am t o Rel ocat i on Cent er s announci ng seg-
r egat i on. 

J ul y 14 -  Segr egat i on i ns t r uc t i on no . 100, sent  t o Rel ocat i on 
Cent er s wi t h an accompanyi ng l et t er  wr i t t en by Mr . ]&nbr ee. 

Cont act  wi t h ot her  agenc i es and o r gani zat i ons : 

ODT -  Mr . St evenson 
Assn. of  Amer i can Ri l r oads -  Mr . Gass 
War  Dept . -  As s t . Secr et ar y J . J . McCl oy 
Pr ovost  Mar s hal l ' s Of f i c e -  Br yan 
Quar t er mast er  Gener al  -



Such & procedure would el i mi nate the entrance i nto the procedure 
" and "Cmnt or ol  
e Di r af r t oi f̂  

nsi bi l i j cy mt  t  
cannot! dadee 



I  

1) About  17yOOP peopl e 

6,000- r epat r i at es 

9, 000 -  10,000 peopl e i nvo l ved i n "Wo" answer s 

1, 000 -  2, 000 peopl e wi t h "eval uat ed" i nt el l i genc e r ecor ds 

2) P l ace -  Tul e Lake -  Why 1) Lar ge enough 

2) Agr i c ul t ur al  wor k 

3) Mi l i t ar y quar t er s adequat e 

4) Least  vie 11 s i t uat ed f  or  r el  ocat  i on 

5) Lar ge number  of  segr egees now t her e 

6) I s ol at ed 

3) Hear i ngs 

For  a l l  except  r epat r i at es ai d expat r i at es whose f or mal  appl i -

cat i on can l eave no doubt . 

Number  who r ef used t o r egi s t er  or  gave "no" or  qual i f i ed 

answer s t o quest i on 28 , pl us member s of  f ami l i es -  13,315 

Non- af f i r mat i ve r ral e c i t i zen answer s -  . -  -  4,850 

Non- af f i r mat i ve al i ens and f emal e c i t i zens -  -  3,204 

4) Ti me -  Sept ember  1 to Oct ober  20 

5) Tr anspor t at i on -

About . 8 t r ai ns wi t h k i t chen c ar s f or  f u l l  per i od of  7 weeks 

20 -  25 t r ai nl oads i n and about  20 t r ai nl oads out  of  Tul e 

6) Cost  

Appr oxi mat el y one mi l l i on do l l ar s , most l y t r ans por t at i on. 

Cost  of  t r ans por t at i on about  § 35 per  per son 

7) Escor t  guar ds 

15 -  20 Mi l i t ar y Po l i ce t o each t r ai nl oad. 

Taken t o- meet i ng of  Senat e Mi l i t ar y Af f ai r s Commi t t ee 7/ 5/ 43 * 



why c an' t  
Mr. F r yer : I f t he I nmi gr at i on Ser vi ce, keeps 

we keep r epat r i at es at  St ockt on? 

Mr. Myers I have r ai sed that quest i on, Cy, when you wepe at Gi l a. I 

Nift  do n' t  bel i eve i t . 

Mr . Smart: Are you act ual l y going to have mere than a handful  of re-

pat r i at e.? 

X  ̂ Mr . Myer : I t i a quest i on of moving those and thei r f ami l i es, who say 

they want r epat r i at i on and who st i ck to i t . 



Mr. Stabuer : There are 2,800 i n the whol e out f i t that have sai d they want 

to he r epat r i at ed. 

Mr . Smart : We or i gi nal l y had 50, and 40 backed out , and there are onl y 

10 now. The thi ng l ooks ki nd of academi c to me. 

Mr . Myer : I t may be academi c, but we had 2,800 on that basi s , wi th the 

possi bi l i t y of another 2,000 that may devel op. The quest i on i s , shal l  

we try to make some other provi si on for i t , even i f we onl y had ten? 

I f we had 200 fami l i es or thereabouts, that woul d be a thousand. 

Mr . Fr yer : They cer t ai nl y ought to be taken out of the pr oj ect s. 

Mr . St auber : Whi ch ones do you thi nk ought to be taken out? 

Mr . Fr yer : Those that have requested r epat r i at i on. 

Mr. Whi t aker : I t hi nk so too. I thi nk those that have sai d they want to 

go back to J apan, they ought to get them out . 

Mr . Myer: I say t hat wi th some r eser vat i on, for thi s r eason, that we 

have run i nto a few cases where in a bi t t er moment an Ameri can c i t i zen 

asked for r epat r i at i on. I t hi nk some of those cases we ought tore-

consi der . I don't know. Ther e's a boy I met up at Mi ni doka J ust eat i ng 

hi s hear t out because of the f act that he di d J ust that t hi ng. 

Mr. Fr yer : I t hi nk probabl y there are except i ons, but gener al l y, speaki ng, 

every person who has appl i ed for r epat r i at i on. 

Mr . Whi t aker : Everybody who has appl i ed, af t er car eful  consi der at i on. 

Mr . ?Tyer: I thi nk I ' d gi ve a chance for a r echeck befor e we moved them. 

Mr . Tozi er : I sn' t i t possi bl e some peopl e wi l l  back out because of the 

way the war goes? 

Mr . Myer : Yes, some of them have backed out . I thi nk we shoul d make a 

r echeck. But i n any c ase,� I have two quest i ons on thi s segr egat i on 

t hi ng. Let 's assume that we al l  agree that they shoul d be moved i f we -

can f i nd a pl ace. Are you agreed that we shoul d not st ar t shi f t i ng a 



l ot of f ami l i es out of centers to make one of our present centers avai l -

abl e for them, and we shoul d f i nd some other way to take care of them? 

Mr, Gl i cks I suggest we t r ansfer to the army the r esponsi bi l i t y for ad-

mi ni st er i ng the center where they are put , not onl y those we are sat i s-

f i ed are J apanese rather than Amer i cans, but al so those to whom we deny 

i ndef i ni t e l eave on appl i cat i on. 

Mr . Myer: I t al ked wi t h McCl oy about t hat , and he says J ust i ce. Af t er 

al l , t he i nternment i s taken care of by the army because they had the 

guardi ng f ac i l i t i es. He thi nks i t i s the J ust i ce Depar t ment s J ob. 

Mr . Gl i ck: I thi nk i f we coul d get r i d of the probl em of admi ni ster i ng 

the center where the usual  l i ber al  pol i c i es of "RA are I nappr opr i at e,� 

Mr . Myer : Mi ght we l egal l y fcurn over the money f or some pl ace, say 

l i ke thi s pl ace i n Loui si ana? 

Mr . Gl i ck: I t hi nk we can work that out , yes. 

Col . Wi l son: I thi nk that woul d be the sol ut i on. 

Mr . Gl i ck: I f we can assume, wi t hi n the next three or four months, through 

a speci al  t r ansfer of money to FBI or ot her wi se, we can have FBI r api dl y 

check through on the basi s of appl i cr t i ons for advance cl ear ance, whi ch 

are provi ded f or i n the new admi ni st r at i ve i nst r uct i on on l eave, al l  of 

the evacuees i n the cent er s. Let 's assume there are 150, 300, or 500 

peopl e, i n whose cases we f eel  i f t hey appl i ed for i ndef i ni t e l eave we'd 

want to t ur n them down. Suppose we were to move al l  those peopl e out of 

the cent er s. Then we might act ual l y be f r ee to do t hi s: termi nate 

mi l i t ar y areas over the cent er s, t el l  the army we no l onger need pol i ce 

pr ot ect i on, si mpl i f y the l eave r egul at i ons by announci ng, "I f you want 

to l eave, you may l eave, goodbye", and l et i t go at t hat . 

Mr. Myer: You are qui te an opt i mi st , Phi l . You sound l i ke I di d si x 

weeks or two maths ago. I 'm not so sure we want to argue w î t h J ust i ce 



to accept that J ob, and we wi l l  hel pj i  to f i nance i t , i f necessar y, to 

provi de space for r epat r i at es where they can be det ai ned i n the mean-

t i r e. I f we want to go fur t her and pul l  out addi t i onal  peopl e that 

may be fy! bad act or s, and so on, we can see whether they woul d be wi l l i ng 

to accept them. 

Mr . Bar rows: I t hi nk there i s a ser i ous obj ect i on ot put t i ng bad actors 
V 

wi t h peopl e to whom we do not want to gr ant l eave. * * I f we put them 

i nt o what amounts to pr i son or speci al  conf i nement , we are r eal l y vi ol a-

t i ng our commitment that they woul d not be subj ect to di scr i mi nat i on 

i f t hey appl i ed for r epat r i at i on. I don't thi nk bad actors need to be put 

anywhere. That i s our probl em, we've got i t , and shoul d l i ve wi th i t . 

Mr . St auber : You shoul d have a J ai l  to put them i n. 

Mr. Ki mmel : They become martyrs i f you put them i n a J ai l . 

Mr. Myer : I don't thi nk so, i f i t i s proper l y handl ed. You don't have 

to j ai l  them of t en, because t hey l ose face i f put i n j ai l . The r eason 

they became martyrs i s because you had a si t uat i on there where i t i s easy 

to become martyrs at that t i me, but I don't thi nk i n our si t uat i on that 

woul d be t r ue. 

Mr . Stauber i  When we say we want to move i n the di r ect i on of get t i ng 

separate conveni ences for those who asked to be r epat r i at ed, that i s 

one group) but we have another bunch, probabl y equal l y l ar ge, of persons 

whom the J apanese government has asked f or , many of whom have sai d they 

do not want to be r epat r i at ed. We don't know what i s back of the J apanese 

government 's r equest , whether they are peopl e�nor the reason back of t hei r 

decl i nat i on. Maybe they want to stay here to get fur ther i nformat i on 

and take i t back. 

Mr . Myer : Unt i l  we have anal ysed t hat , we have no basi s for moving them. 



1) About 17 0̂00 peopl e 

6,000 repat r i ates 

9,000 -  10,000 peopl e i nvol ved i n "No" answers 

1,000 -  2,000 peopl e wi th "eval uated" i nt el l i gence records 

2) Pl ace -  Tul e Lake -  Why 1) Large enough 

2) Agr i cul tur al  work 

3) Mi l i t ar y qiarjbers adequate 

4) Least wel l  si tuated f or rel  ocat i on 

5) Large number of segregees now there 

6) I sol ated 

3) Hear i ngs 

For al l  except r epat r i at es ai d expat r i at es whose formal  appl i -

cat i on can l eave no doubt . 

Number  who r efused t o r egi s t er  or  gave "no" or  qual i f i ed 

answer s t o quest i on 28, pl us member s of  f ami l i es -  13,315 

Non- af f i r mat i ve mal e c i t i zen answers -  4,850 

Non- af f i r mat i ve al i ens and f emal e c i t i zens -  -  3,204 

4) Time -  September 1 to October 20 

5) Tr anspor t at i on -

About 8 t rai ns wi th ki t chen car s for f ul l  per i od of 7 weeks 

20 -  25 t rai nl oads i n and about 20 t rai nl oads out of Tufce 

6) Cost 

Approxi matel y one mi l l i on dol l ar s, most l y t r anspor tat i on. 

Cost of t r anspor tat i on about $35 per person 

V) Escort guards 

15 -  20 Mi l i t ar y Pol i ce to each t r ai nl oad. 

Taken to meeting of Senate Mi l i t ar y Af fai r s Committee 7/3/43» 
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SEGREGATI ON OF THE LOYAL AND THE DI SLOYAL RESI DENTS 

The announcement  made by t he WRA o f f i c i a l s of  t he segr egat i on of  
t he l oyal  f r om t he di s l oy al  J apanese i n t he camps has enshr ouded t he 
camp r es i dent s wi t h a mel anchol y at mospher e and has caused t r agi c di s -
r upt i ons of  many a f ami l y ; bet ween t he par ent s and t he c hi l dr en, and 
even among t he c hi l dr en t hemsel ves . 

I t  mi ght  be, I  bel i ev e, adv i sabl e t o keep t hose who l ack sel f -
cont r ol  and t he ext r emel y pr o or  ant i - J apan el ement s separ at ed f r om t he 
r es t  f or  t he mai nt enance of  peace i n t he camps. But  of  t he wi sdom 
segr egat i ng al l  of  t hem accor di ng t o t hei r  answer s t o t he quest i on No. 
28, I  cannot  but  doubt , because t hei r  deep and compl ex sent i ment s can 
never  be f u l l y expr essed i n a s i mpl e wor d of  YES and NO. Ther e i s 
much r oom f o r  r econs i der at i on on t he pr obl em by t he Aut hor i t y . 

Let  us t ake a gl ance at  t he common sent i ment s and t he at t i t udes 
of  t he I s s ei s and-  t he Ni s ei s pr i o r  t o t he Pear l  Har bor . 

I s s e i s ' Sent i ment  and At t i t ude 

The I s s e i s ' s i ngul ar  pr ayer  was a peace f or ever  and t hey wi s hf ul l y 
bel i eved t her e coul d never  be such a t hi ng as war  bet ween t hi s count r y 
and t hei r  ol d count r y . 

When t he commer ci al  t r eat y bet ween t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan 
was un i l at er al l y abr ogat ed by t he Uni t ed St at es , t he I s s ei s wer e 
ver y much wor r i ed, but  t hey t hought  t hat  was onl y a di pl omat i c bar gai n-
i ng on t he par t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es . When t he embar go was put  on al l  
t he expor t s t o J apan by t he Gover nment , t hey wer e t er r i f i ed , yet  t hey 
s t i l l  r ef used even t o suspect  t he pr obabi l i t y of  a war . When t hey wer e 
i nf or med of  t he news of  t he "Pear l  Har bor " on December  7, 1941, however , 
t hey wer e ut t er l y dumb- f ounded t hat  t hey coul d not  bel i ev e t hei r  ear s 
f or  a whi l e. 

" Be ever  gr at ef ul  t o t he l and t o whi ch you owe your  l i v i ng" i s a 
t r adi t i onal  pr ecept  f or  t he J apanese. Al t hough t he I s s ei s as a whol e 
had t o endur e many a per sec ut i on and had t o over come so much har ds hi p, 
t hey have been gr at ef ul  t o t hi s count r y f or  t he f ac t  t hat  t hey have been 
accor ded f a i r l y good l i v i ng f or  t he pas t  f or t y y ear s . 

To t he I s s e i s , J apan i s t he mot her  who gave t hem bi r t h and t hi s 
count r y i s t he f at her  who pr ov i ded t hem l i v i ng . So, when t he war  
br oke out , t hey wer e i n t he same di l enma i n whi ch a c hi l d f i nds hi msel f  
when i t s par ent s quar r el . Those who can i magi ne t he f eel i ng of  t he 
I s s ei s on t he f at ef u l  day of  Decemoer  7t h wi l l  under s t and t he di l enma. 

They wer e accused by t he publ i c t hat  t hey wer e al l  spi es and sabo-
t eur s , but  t hei r  i nnocence was pr oved by t he f ac t  t hat  t he F B I  coul d 
no t , i t  was s ai d, obt ai n a s i ngl e val uabl e i nf or mat i on f r om any i nt er -
nees , and t he subsequent  o f f i c i a l  r epor t s f r om Honol ul u and t he ot her  
s t r at egi c po i nt s show t hat  t her e was not  a t r ace of  i t . 

They ar e, however , r es i gned t o t hei r  f a t e . I f  Amer i can publ i c 
I ns i s t s upon t hei r  r epat r i at i on, t hey wi l l  l eave meekl y but  r uef ul l y 
f or  t hei r  mot her  count r y t hough t hey ar e deepl y at t ached t o t he l and 
wher e t hey have l i v ed so l ong and sel ec t ed as t hei r  et er nal  r es t i ng 
p l ac e. Thi s i s t he common mood of  t he I s s ei s t oday. 



Ni s e i s ' Sent i ment  and At t i t ude 

I n case of  t he Ni s e i s , i t  was a qui t e d i f f er ent . I  had been engaged 
i n �l  whol esal e pr oduce bus i ness f or  t hi r t y year s i n Los Angel es , and had 
many acquai nt ances among t he gr own- up Ni s ei s i n t he c i t y and t he f ar m 
d i s t r i c t s . I t  was qui t e i nt er es t i ng t o me t o see t hei r  t r ue and unaf -
f ec t ed sent i ment s and opi ni ons on t hose c r i t i c a l  days . Al most  ever y 
one, except i ng ver y f ew whi ch was negl egi b l e, s ai d, "We ar e Amer i cans . 
Our  f i r s t  obl i gat i on i s t o f i ght  f or  Amer i ca, t hough J apan I s t he count r y 
of  our  par ent s . " 

But  t hei r  sent i ment s of  l oy al i t y and pat r i o t i sm t ur ned gr adual l y t o 
bi t t er  and ant agoni s t i c f eel i ng i n pr opor t i on as t he publ i c opi ni on t o-
war d t hem became di spar agi ng and abus i ve. Thei r  concept i on of  democr acy 
i n t he Uni t ed St at es and t hei r  under s t andi ng of  t he Cons t i t ut i on wer e 
compl et el y upset  over ni ght  as was t hei r  means of  l i v i ng . 

I n despondence and conf us i on over  t he f at e of  t hei r  f ut ur e i n t hi s 
count r y , i t  was qui t e nat ur al  f or  t hem to l ook t o t he l and of  t hei r  par -
ent s i n r epl anni ng t hei r  l i f e . The maj or i t y of  t hem, however , have never  
been t her e, and cannot  even speak t he l anguage of  t hei r  par ent s . J apan 
f or  t hem i s , i n f ac t , as s t r ange as Russ i a or  Ger many. They cannot  see 
c l ear l y t hr ough what  t hei r  f ut ur e goi ng t o be, ei t her  i n Amer i ca or  J apan 
They ar e j us t  conf used* 

I  appeal  t o t he WRA o f f i c i a l s not  t o bl ame t hem f or  answer i ng "YES" 
or  "NO" t o t he quest i on No. 28. They ar e i n ut t er  conf us i on and bewi l der  
ment  and do not  know what  t hey shoul d or  ought  t o say . 

Fami l y Di s r upt i ons 

When we ent er ed t he camps t her e wer e but  ver y f ew f ami l y di s c o r ds . 
However , when t he Army s o l i c i t ed t hem t o vol unt eer  l as t  spr i ng, al most  
ever y f ami l y i n t he camps was t hr own i nt o a t ur moi l  f or  t he f i r s t  t i me. 
The opi ni on was di v i ded bet ween par ent s and c hi l dr en and even among chi l d' 
r en t hemsel ves . Wor r i ed f at her s wer e saddened, f r ant i c mot her s wer e cr y-
i ng, and many dej ec t ed and bewi l der ed chi l dr en wer e quar r el i ng and r e-
monst r at i ng i n des pai r . 

The announcement  of  t he pl an of  segr egat i on by t he WRA agai n has 
cr eat ed a p i t i f u l  c onf us i on. Let  t hem be al one, I  beseech you, except i ng 
t hose who vo l unt ar i l y r el ocat e t hemsel ves . 

Fut ur e Peace Depends on Youngst er s 

How l ong t he war  wi l l  l as t ? God knows] I t  i s c er t ai n , however , 
t hat  i t  wi l l  end someday and al l  t he nat i ons on ear t h wi l l  agai n l i v e 
i n peace as God i nt ended t hem t o . No mat t er  how t he war  may be concl uded 
t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan must  not  r epeat  t he same ,t r agedy under  any 
c i r cumst ance. 

The I s s e i s ' aver age age i s i n t he nei ghbor hood of  s i xt y and wi t hi n 
t en year s most  of  t hem wi l l  be gone. But  t he Ni s ei s ar e s t i l l  young and 
t he maj or i t y of  t hem ar e i n t een ages . Whet her  t hey r emai n i n t hi s 

count r y or  expat r i at e t hemsel ves af t er  t he war , t hey wi l l  be an i mpor t ant  
f ac t or  i n c r eat i ng a good- wi l l  bet ween t he two nat i ons . 



Yosuke Mat suoka, one of  t he gr eat es t  di pl omat s and st at esman of  t he 
cont empor ar y J apan, was a l i t t l e poor  unknown t eenage school  boy i n 
Tacoma, Washi ngt on, t hi r t y year s ago. (On h i s way home f r om Geneva 
he pur posel y st opped at  Tacoma and v i s i t ed hi s f or mer  empl oyer  and sent  
a wr eat he t o her  t omb when he was i naugur at ed as a f o r ei gn mi n i s t er ) . 

\ vho knows t hat  t her e ar e no second and t hi r d Mat suoka among t he camp 
dwel l er s? Al t hough we I s s ei s under s t and t he sent i ment  of  t he Amer i can 
publ i c t owar d J apan t oday, I  agai n appeal  t o t he WRA not  t o di s r upt  t hei r  
f ami l y l i f e and not  t o put  t he i nnocent  by- st ander s i n bewi l der ment  oy 
ask i ng t hem t he quest i on on l o y al i t y . 

Of  cour se i t  may be necessar y t o segr egat e t hose who ar e ext r emel y 
pr o or  ant i  J apan and t hose who cannot  cont r ol  t hei r  emot i on f r om t he 
r es t  i n or der  t o mai nt ai n peace i n t he camps. 

Tokunaga 



I vf  

Vfád-  'j  Ño», /Oj  ¿ m í  ̂
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