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Interviewer's code
Helen Suzuki , Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
) February, 1944 (Revised)

SCHEDULE F'OR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview May 2, 1944 Interviewer C. Kikuchi

1, Case number 41 Ze 88X, M P 35 Maritel state M 8 D W O
Entered Left

4. Present address 742 Dearborn St. March, 1944
5. Later addresses Date

n —

6. Birthplace Los Angeles, Callf. 7. Birthdate 8-21-21
8. Alien or Citizen citizen 9. Nisel, Kibeil or Issei nisei
10, Addresses between Dec. 1, 1941 and evacuation

Date Entered Left
(a) _Pasadena, Calif, ’ 1921 1942

Assembly Center Tulare

, Relocution Center @Gila

13, Addresses since leaving Relocation Center
(prior to "present address") Entered
(a) Kenwood Ave., Chicago (Yuri ) 12-28-42
(b) ~Maple ST. (MaTiko) 1-3-43%
(e) "Eim 5%, (2 people) 1-10-43
Ed) __Rush St, Dorothy) 2-10-43
(f

_Erie St, (Sesu & Rilen) 0-10-43%

) ~_Rush St, {Dorothy) Feb, '44

(g)
Family members living together on December 1, 1941,

Relationship to
Resettler Age Sex Birthplace Occupation Religion

(2) Father 65 M Japan Store owner Christian

(v) Mother 50 ousewife
George (bro,) I2 1.4, Helped ded "
nole 'Z% Japan Dad's partner o
20 Tad s Helped dad W




-2-

15, That members of family listed in 14 evacuated together to Assembly Center?
. Give symbols
a What other related persons?
Relationship Occupation
to Resettler Age Birthplace (as of Decs 1, 1941)

exeept brother | (dra h 2-7-43)

V/hat members listed in 14 or 15 above went together to Relocation Project?
Give symbols
What other related persons?

Relationship Occupation

to Resettler Age Sex Birthplace (as of Dece 1, 1941)

Fi5

Family members living together in Chicago

Address : Occupation
Relationship (at date of
Entered | Left | to Resettler | Age Birthplace | Interview)
friend :

18, Educational history of resettler
Gremmar schools (name and location) Dates Grade completed

Lincoln school, Pasadena 1927-33 6th
_McKinley Jr, High " 1933-37 9th

High schools (name and location) Dates Grade completed
Pasadena J.C., Passdena 1939-41 14th

Colleges, universities and vocational Grade
schools, (name and location) Dates completed

—Pasadena J.C., Pasadena ;9;; -4] | 14th

Attendance at Japanese language
school, location

. __Posadens gakuen. Pesadena




T

19, Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of unemployment
by entering dates continuously and writing "unemp" in Job column to cover

20.

10/4

|

such periods.

and continue with employment since resettling.
Dates

From Te Nature of job | Type of ilndustry

Location

AVe MO
wages

Include employment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project

Reason
for ter-
mination

Passgdens

Helped dad from tlhe age of 16 on
12/41-3/42] Jr., Steno, Ckvil Service

Pasgdensa

$90

avaau,

8/48-7/42 | Typist WCCA

Tulare

§12

-12/42]| Clerk WRA

Gila

$186

Clerk

Chiosgn

Meth, Publ, Co,
s

.lf&ﬁ-ﬁ]é&
7 /43

Undin [ =¢A !

"

(=] #]
120

Political activities
Dates

Voted in what elections

For what party

never votad




CH 41 Helen Haruml Suzukl WRA Form 26 301,196

2. Gila 8/27/42
3. Tulare 5/12/42
4, 1150 Forest Avenue, Pasadena, Calif.
5. Suzuki, Tokujl Japan
Yoshizawa, Michl Japan
5a, U.S. Art Dealer Abroad same
7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Pasadena, Callf, 1927 to 1933
Junior high, McKinley, Pasadena 1933 to 1937
High school, Pasadena J.C., Pasadena 1937 to 1939
- College Pasadena J.C., 1939 to 1941
7a. Degree: Assoclate in Arts
Ma jor: Commerce
8. Japan 4/30 to 8/30
12. 61 115 1bs.
13. No major defects
18, Single
19. Daughter
20, 8/31/21
25. No
24, Jr. Col. 2
25, Speaks Japanese and French (French a little)
27. Sales Person Gen.
27a. Seamstress
28. 10/42 WRA Agricultural Steno-typist $16 mo.
10/42 to 10/42 WRA Mess Operations Waltress $16 mo.
8/42 to 8/42 WCCA, Clothing Sr. Typist $12 mo.
6/42 to 6/42 WCCA, Food Warehouse ;5 $12 mo
3/42 to 4/42 Yamato Company, Art Dealers Sales Clerk $18 wk.,
12/41 to 3/42 State of Callf. Motor Vehicle, Jr. stenographer {90 mo.
Pasadena
6/37 to 12/41 Yamato Co. Art Dealers (Uncle) Sales clerk, cashier
Pasadena, (part time) bookkeeper secy. 16 wk.
Student, attending school
29. Hobbies: Knitting, readling, music, sewing
0.P. Secretary (private); office clerk
30. Union Church

Helen's father, Tokuji William Suzuki

2. 8/26/42
3. 5/12/42
4, same
5. Suzuki, Jubel Japan (dec.)
Yoshizawa, Mon Japan (dec.)
ba.- Abroad, merchant
7. Grammar School, Methodist S.F., Calif. 1897 to 1899
High school, Methodist, S.F. 1899 to 1900
Business school, Healds, S.F.,
Japan: Higashi-yatsyshiro-gun Grammar 1884 to 1892
From 1892-1897 Founder and helper of Confucius School, "Sei-bl Gi-
jiku", About 100 enrolled, now disbanded.
7a. Confucius Scholar




8. Japan 1878 to 1897
Went to Japen and China about 10 different times to buy art goods,
as an art dealer. Can't remember exact dates. 3-4 years
apart. Stayed average £ yr. each time.
China-Shanghai, Amoyjl, Hongkong, Canton, between 1904-1929
were the cities vislitied in China
Last visit to Japan 6/29 to 12/29
12. 63 135 1bs.
13. Affected with high blood pressure
18. Married
19. Head
20. 7/1/78
23. No
24, Grammar 8 (Japan)
25. Speaks Engllish
27. ¥gr. Retail store
27a.---
28. 1901-1942 Yamato Art Co. Part-owner 2 stores.
Oriental Art Goods Store Employed 2 managers, approx.
102 E. Colorado St. 20 sales clerk, janitors, etec.
Pagadena, Callf. Christmas hollidays and rush
Also 732 So. Broadway periods, 30 extra employees.
Ios Angeles, Callf. (Part-owner with 3 brothers)
Since the depression of 1929 have had no profit, have
lost every year. Just before evacuation estlmated a
loss of $10,000.
29, Skills: Can detect wvalue of antiques
Hobbles: Great interest in antique arts of all countries,
especially of the Orient
30, Christian (Union Church)

Helen's mother, Michl Suzukl

2., same 8/26/42

5. same

4, same -

5. Yoshlzawa, Gl. Japan
Komagarl Rin, Japan

5a., Abroad, Mayor of town

7. Grammar school, Katsunuma, Japan, 1898 to 1906
Studied English under Mrs. Waterhouse in Pasadena off and on

once a week about 4 years privately

7a. None

8. Japan 1891-1917; 5/30 to 8/30

12. 60 110 1bs.

13. Good, no major defects

18. Married

19. Wife

20. 9/2/91

23. No

24. G-8 Japan

25, Speaks English (not fluently)

27. Gen. sales person

2dm. =




28, Housewife
1932 to 1942 Tokuji Susukil Salesclerk $16 wk.

Oriental Art Goods off and on when busy
102 E., Colorado St. during and before holl-
Pasadena, Calif. days-helped at husband's
also at: store
732 So. Broadway, L.A.

29. Hobbies: --

0.P. Salesclerk
30. Union Church

Helen's uncle, George Yutaka Suzukl

same
same
same
Suzuki, Jubey (dec.,) Japan
Yoshizawa, Mon, Japan
ba.---
7. Grammar school, Iwal Mura, Japan, 1901 to 1907
High school, Hikawa, Japan, 1907 to 1912
Business school, Woodbury, Los Angeles, 1917 to 1919
7a. Speclalization: Bookkeeping
8. Japan 1894 to 1914
i2. 61 191 lbs,
15. No major defects; wears glasses
18. Single
19. Brother
20. 6/20/94
23. No
24, H1.5 Japan; 2yrs Business
25. Speaks English
27. Mgr. xrudmx retall trade
28. 9%26/42 WRA Glla Farmer, plant vegetables, harvesting {16
and weeding. Squash harvesting at present
8/42 to 8/42 WCCA Tulare Supervisor, Clothing Dept. $12 mo.
1919 to 1942 Yamato Art Goods Manager {80 mo.
102 E, Colorado Three employees on the average.
Pasadeana Rush season employed 10 more.
Kept books; purchased art goods
He was in partnershig with his brothers (four in all
plus two friends). ad 2 stores in Pasadena and one
in L.A., Location of Pasadena stores: 458 Colorado St.
102 E. Colorado S5t.
Skill: Does little typing
Hobbies: Flshing, reading
0.P. Farming (in camp)
Christian Congregational




Evecuation & Hesettlement . tudy Cli=41

Charles Kikuchi iiana chiozawa (pseud.)
Chicago, Illinois

May 1%,’ 1944

Hana Shiozawa is a 20 year old
single nisei girl but she is expect-
ing to cet mar ied at the end of
this month, ¥rior to the war she
was living in Pasadeng, California,

ince mning to Chiecago she had held
2 Jobs, one as a clerk at the Methe
odiet Publis ing Co, andher present
job as an order taker st MeClurg's.
Hana is one of lhe most conservative
type of nisei individuals and she
has acquired a great deal of the
Japanese family backeround in her
personality development akltho she
she does not rocognize this point,
The interviews were conducted over
S different periods of time,




Hana Shiezawa was born on August 21, 1921 in Los Angeles,
Califomnia but she has lived most of her life in Pasadena, Sheis
the only girl in a family of two. Her father, 65, was born in
Japan and he was an art zift store owner prior to the war, Hana's
mother, 50, was also born in Japan, The parents are in the Gila
relocation center at the present time. Hana's brother George, 24,
was drafted into the army shortly after the outbresk of the war.
He had been assisting in hies father's business up to that time,

Han's entire school education "as been in Pas: dena, “he
attended the lLincoln elementary school from 1927 to 1933, where
she completed the sixth grade. <~he then went on to MeKinley
junior high school where she graduated from the ninth grade in
1937, Hana then went on to the Pasadena Junior College until the
summer of 1941 when she completed the l4th grade with an 4A.A.
degree, ©She attended the Japanese language school in Pasadena for
several years but she was not sure of the exact number of years,
She helped her dad off and on in his Pasadena store after reaching
the a e of 16, ©She did it ®®m at full time from June until De-
cember, 1941, without pay and then she was appointed to the ecivil
service as a junior stenographer shortly aiter the outhreak of the
war, ©She held this job until March, 1942,

Her femily was evacuated with her to Tulare on lMay 12, 1942
and on August 20, 1942, they were sent to Gila relocation center,
In Tulare ¥mix IHana worked as a t pist for about a month for 12
a month, In Gila she worked 2 months as a c¢lerk for .10 a month,

Hana resettled to Chicagd on December 28, 1942, Her first job was

a elerk for the Methodist fublishing Co., at (90 a month. &She held

this job from January, 1943 until June. In July, 1943, she changed




her Job to MeClurg's Co., where she has boen employed up 8o date as
an order picker for {120 a month,

Hana has made seven housing movements since her arrival in
this city., oshe remained with a friend on Kenwood ive, for one
wee't after arriving in Chicage. Then she moved in with another
friend for another week, One Janusyy 10, 1943, she moved with 2
girl friends into an apartment on Elm 5%, where she remained for
a month, On feb, 10, she moved into an apartment on Rush St., with
CH=-39, ©he remained in this apartrent until Sept. 10, 194%, when
she moved to Erie St, with 2 other girl friends, In February,
1944, she moved back to hush 5t, with CH=39 and remained for two
weeks, In March she moved to Desarborn “t, with Cli-25 where she is
living at the present time, She expeots to be murried st the end
of this month (May, 19°44) so that she is now lookins for other
housing accommodations,

In personality Hana tends to be rather reserved so that it
was little difficult to draw her out fully until the latier ine
terview, One of the noints which she stressed strongly w s that
s'e did not have any Japanese cultural influences upon her. How=

ever her life story would indicate otherwise., Hana ppare tly

desires to disassoecinte herself from all aspect- of thé Japanese

influences and se is sincere in her belief that these thinzs do
not affeet her any longer. However, in her marria e plans she has
gone through the regular Japanese cultural system, with modifica-
tions, Altho the Pasadena nisei hcd many contaets with Caucasians
in the pre-evacuation period, it seems that they led more or less
of a segre ated sort of life in the Japanese community.

Helen is about 5 ft., 2 in, and she weighs around 120 pounds.




She is round-iaced in her physical features. ©Che does not have many
feclal expressions altho it may be that she was slightly tense
during the interview., Howsver, her présewt room-mate stated that
Hana was a reserved person and often quite moody., ©She stated that
Hana had not really developed until her recent romance which is
culminating in marrisge. She tends to ﬁe conservative in her
political thinking altho she admits that this is one of her lesser
interests, ©Che is fairly well read but most of her readin~- is
recent fiction. She defini%ely admi tted that she suffered from
feelin s of inferiority and that there were many times that she
had sympathetic attitudes toward the Japanese, altho not neeessar-
ily Japan. Many of her attitudes are based upon bitterness,
emotional e¢.nfusion, and eto., IHowever, she has developed in her

peirsonality greatly during the past couple of months and her forthe

coming marriage may have been an important facetor in this., Iana

1s rather shy so thaet it was quites an effort for her to express
her real feelings on certaein topices she talked quite fireely when
it did not touch on her perseonal life, The interviews mav have
been move successful and more detailed if the interviewer had spent
establishing

more time on Amxmiugpimx rapport, However, there was a limitation
of time so that the emphasis was placed upon the main sections of
the questionnaire,

Hana's story-follows in detail:

"I guess my father first came to this country around 1898,
He came to San Yraneisco iIirst from the Yamanashi Ken, He never
sald to me why he ceme over here, I think that it was mostly for

business reason, He went bakk and forth between smerica in his

t ade work before he was married. He married my mether in Japan




and then came back to establish business connections here, He
called for my mother in 19217, He was in with a group of men who
started the Yamato Tmportings Art Goods company. My mother helped
him for a while until the first child was born, I had an older
sister but she died during the Spanish flu epidémiec.

"After a few years the Yamato Co., dissolved and the chiozawa
brothers bought it out. YThere were four of these brothers and

dad operated the branch store in Pasadena, There was another store

in Los Angeles and my uncle was the manager of th:t one. Lad moved

the family to Pasadena about 1920 and he was operating this store
until the war broke out, The family consisted of my older brother
and me with my parents, Uad wss alvays good to my brother and me
a'd I alvays got along well with him, He was usually jelly but at
times he seemed much too strict for me, espeecially in regards to
going out on dates. He “ever came any recsonc because it was ex-
pected that 1 obey all his instructions without questioning. That
was the way I was brought up., 4s 4 got older dad let me tcke part
in some of the important decisions which affected me., He always
thought thet my brother was right as he was a boy and considered
more important than ¢ girl, My mother was al ays swell to me,
She always trusted my brother and me in everything we did and we
couldn't do anything to hurt her so we always did the right thing
about everything. Mother was very recusonable when it e:me to
things which affeeted us and she tried to make us develop a fee =
ing of independence., <Che never gave me very much of the Japanese
cultural traditions,

"There isn't too much that 1 can remenmber of my childhood

life. ‘e always ate a mixed diet of Japanese and .merican food at




home, We celebra'ed imas and Thanksgiving smerican strle but New
Years was s'rictly a Japanese celebration in our famnily and we had
all the Japanese customs associated with t «t occasion, Maroh O
was another Japsnese festival day which I looked forward to, It
was Doll's Day and my mother always brought out the set of dolls
for me. ‘e spoke Japanese at home all the time but I used Znglish
with my dad occasi-nally since he used it in the store. Ny uncle
wos living with us and he could speak a little Lnglish also.

'Dad was not too active in the Japanese cormunity in the few
years before the war, 'hen he first went toc Pasade:a he helped %o
build the Japanese association hall, 4s more Japunese came into
town, dad stepped into the background as most of the Jepanese
business men were Buddhist, Dad spent more of his time takling a
part of the amctivities of the Japsnese Christian church, e also
belonged to the hakujin Pesadena Chamber of Lomerce and he was
one of the few Japanese in it. One of his hobbles was collecting
rare Japanese prints and he had all of his 4merican friends and
customers come over to the house to look and admire them occa-

sionally.

"Up through 1929 my father used to go back to Japan and China

every other year to buy merchandise, He never took any of the

f mily with him, In 1950 my mother took my brother and me to
Japan and we stayed for 3 months because my mother's father had
passed away and mother had gone back for the funeral observations,
After that my parents had no intentions of ever going back to
Japan to live permancntly as far as i xnow, altho 1 suppose they
wantei to go baeck there to retire eventually,

"Our family had an average standing in the Japanese community




of Pasadena and my parents had a lot of friends among the Japan=-
ese, It was only in business that my father had connections with
the halujin and most of the soeciel life was in the Japanese comn=
manity. 4s far as I can remember my mother was alwvays willing to
help me with things and she encouraged me to develop responsibi=-
lities of my own, +<he wasn't too striet with me altho there were
certain thincs that I had to obey.

"Dad wanted to live in 4dmerica most of all but he never could
get away for the feeling of Japan whether h was right or wrong.
He knew that there were certaln besutiful things about Japan be=-
cause he had seen them on his trips and he used to tell us about
it. He felt that war could never destroy these beautiful things
and he believed that it was the military forces in Japan which
made it ugly for all of the common people, It was his belief that
it was possible for Japan to have democeracy and the Japanese
people would be happier under such a system, At the same time, he
believed in the divinity of the Lmperor and that the Japanese were
a special race, He also believed that 2 man was superior to a

woman and other things like that, Dad was never abke to get

citizenship here because of the laws and that's why he just

accepted the fact that his country was Japan, even though he was
making a good business over here,

"It seemed like when we were children, my folks didn't get
along too well, The arguments were mostly about financial worries,
Later on there were arguments about whether I should be allowed to
stay out late on dates and things like thet., Ny father did not
like us to go out with just anybody as he was particular of our

friends, He always felt that we came from a better class than a




lot of Japanese and I belleve 1t for a long timé. 7hen I got
older I reclized that it was the individual which counted the

ost and the family beck round did not make any difference. Dad
would never accept this and he would tell us about what a good
chass of society he came from in Japan, He always told us that

hie cousin was a physician in the Imperial Household and that
grandfather was a mayor of one of ithe small eities in his province,
All of this madeée dad think that he was pretty good and he wanted
us to feel the same vay.

"Dad didn't ocome to this country like most of the other immi-
grants, He finlshed hich school before he came and he was not a
poor immigrant, e was well read and he got most of his views
from the Japunese and Znglish newspapers. He almways listened to
the radic news as he was interested in internatioral polities as

it had an af eet on his business.

! "When I first went to the public school, I was on the shy

silde and not too smart, In grammar school I palled around with
Japanese, Chtteme, Caucusian and colored kids and I didn't know
the difference as race did not mutter with us, I waesn't consecious
of the faet thet I was different until I went to junior high
school, I was proud of the fact that I was Japanese end I wes
happy to study about Japan, I had gone there when 1 was 8 years
old so I knew a litt!e of it, 4And that's why I wanted to study
more of the country I had seen once.

"When I went to Jjunior high school I met another Japanese girl
a year older than I. We used to have our fischts but she turned
out to be a life-lonz friend of mine. I had Caucasian friends as

well as nisei friends in school. But socially my life was among




the nisei entirely altho I did my school work with Caueasian play=-
mates occasionally, I held various offiees in my homercom class
but I was too shy to be active., I studied most of the time and I
got into the school honor society for whiech I was give a gzold
pin. I was in this honor society for 8 semesters and I alwavs
stiddied hard to make 1t.

"About this time in my life, the Y'C4i started to give swim-

ming lessons for nisei sirls and that has been my main reereational

interest since then;] I also made a stab at tennis but I wasn't so

good in that. Our family had a tradition of driving to the beach
every cunduy for an outing and for years thot was a great ovent
for uss My ded had an automobile and he took us all over the
state during the summer time to see the variousscenic spots, My
mother always wanted him to drive towards the mournteins because
it reminded her of Japan,.

"My family was well off in comparison wi th other Japanese
femilies, UJad had a very good business so that we lived comforte
ably. Our house was strictly american style and we didn't have
any pletures of the imperor on the wall, Iy mother tried to adopt
the Averican way of living as much as possible as she was reskgned
to staying here for menr y Lrs; Ve did have a few Japanese art
objeots around the house which dad brought back from Jepan, Our
home was nicely furnished and we had all of the latest eleetrical
convenkienccs, | I even had a conplete bedroom set of my own by the
time I was 21, Our home w:s really an epartment which was rented
in a bullding near the Japanese community, but Mexican, colored
and halujin also lived around us., Our =tamdard of living was

definltely abov the average Yapanese families as a lot of them




had to work in domestic and gardening work,

[Fln 1937 I started to attend the Pasadena junior college, I
always went to school in & car with a girl friend and my brother,
I got very good grades the [irst semester I 'as there. It was fun
because all of the other junior hisgh school students from all over
the city came to the one place., We had a lot of club socials
among our niseil rroups. I had a definite circle of friends that I
stuck to all the way through school., Ve had about 3% nisei fellows

and 3 girls in our group and we were really cliquish, One of

L=

these girls had & real nice home so that we had parties and dsnce

ing Z:&re
At first my dad objected strenuously to my going to dances

but my mother thought it was okay since my brother wes aluays
near to look after me and she sald that other nisel girls from
nice families in our class were allowed to go. That satisfied my
father so that he didn't raise any more objection after that., I
was about 15 years of age at that timei][?étar on our group bggan
to break up and go our own way except for one elose girl iriend
that I started out with by taking a college preparatory course,
Later on I switched to & business course after I finished the 12th
grade. I made the honor society a couple of time in J.C. but I
wasn't as smart as in junior high scuoolgi

E";’hen I got to be about 18 or 19, my family didn't zo to the
beach so much any more so my Ifriends and I would go in a ear and.
we would have a lot of fun, >“ometimes we even went down to the
veacs in December if it was warm énough., I didn't belong to any
clubs at J.Ces except for the Iriple 'J', I didn't mix too much

with the other nisei as we all stayed in our own group. I thought




that some of the nisel st school were on the loud side and that
didn't impress the halujin students so wellz]

"All through childhood I went to the Japanese Christisn churech
but as I got older my attendance got less and less briefer. I was
a great lover of the movies and I always tried to see all of the
pictures that came to town. Our whole family liked shows and we
often went together, My mother had the most trouble in understand-
ing the American piotures and she preferred to go to the Japanese
showe I didn't like the Japenese pictures which were sponsored by

he language schools but some of them were pretty good and I

learned something about Japan through these showse

[}?w brother and LI both detested going to the Japanese lane

guae scool, I didn't want to learn Japanese at all because it
was so boressome, They taught us by sound and the teachers had no
method in the way they instructed us, Lvery ycar the school spon=-
csored a '"gakugei~-kait! (school reeitation and talent show). Ve all
had to get up &n front of the audiqnee nd perform for the parents
to show what we had accomplished during the yeur.<(‘e had to sing,
dance and recite and I hated 'HaQ; because I was terror stricken
to fece an audience all alone.:7

"The Japanese teacher was very s‘riet and he was pure Japan-
ese to the core. He demanded discipline from us and he never
admitted a mistake, He made us sing the Japenese anthem every
time before the school started and demanded that we respect every-
thing Japanese., He thought that boy-girl relationships were
strietly taboo and we were forbidden to talk to the other sex.
This teacher would tell us all about 'Yamato damashii' and that

there was no greal country or people like Japan. It would all go




into one ear and out the other as far ss I was con:zerned.

"It would particularly irritate the 3apanese tescher when we
began to doubt some of the things he told us about Japan, and that
everyone was descendant from a god. Onee & nisel boy seid *'0Oh,
heek' during one of these lectures and the Japanese teacher got
furious because ;a said that the boy had insulted the Emperor so
he hit him with a yardstiet in order to teech him respect. The
Japanese sohool also taught us thaet we shouxld always have filial
obedience because that was our greatest duty. The teacher said
that our parents should always be respected and we should never
douxht them in anything.<’ﬂe taught s that the Zmperor was a
descendant of the sun goddess and we were oll his descendants so
we had to respect all of our elders, He said the reason why the
Jap:unese wanted to be buried in Japan was because the other family
members would pay respect b it, 30 taught us some of the
other Japonese ocultural thin“s:7

"At that time I was so ,;)un that 4 didn't question anything,
It was all gone immediately after I left the elassroom, I only
went to the language school on Saturdays from 9 to & c'eloeck in

afternoon and I didn't like this because I wanted to go out
play like the other kld:.(ﬁ}he langua e se¢hool would send a
after us and bring us home, Lvery other week we had to take
turns to clean up the school, My mother had to pay so much a
month for us to attend that sehool, It was sponsored by the
Jay nese sssociation and the teachers mostly came from Japan altho
a fa. of them were issel women from our town. Most of the peorple

who went to that school were DBuddhists as the Fapanese asscciation

was controlled by the Buddhist 1ssei:>7




"Emperor's Day was always a big event at the language school
and we had to heve a celebration to pay our respect to him., e
would sing the Japammse anthem to him and bow in a humble way.
After that the tevcher would give long specches thit I didn't un-
derstand., When thies was all over they would have a lot of entere
tainment, <he language school also sponsored Japaunese movies to
raise money and & lot oi the movies were a lot o, samurai stuff,
1 went to the language school for 4 or 5 years and I never did
like it. My mother did not objeet as she did not like the teacher
either. 1 just knew how to write kata-kana, the simple form of
Japunese. I can write this to my mother and she writes it to me,

"There was no comparison with the public school whieh I liked
to attend., I felt much more like a human being when I went to the

regular school. These sehool days were the best 8f all and I look

back on it as a very hanpy experience, knfvr I finished high

school I stayed on in the junior college section and ma jored in

& business course, In 1941, I graduated Irom the Pasadens junior

collegg;] Just about that time my ccusin suggested that I try out

for the state civil service test so I began to take 2 lot of these

examinations while 1 hel!ped ny father in his store at the same

time, I didn't get an a pointment until after the war started and

then I got about 7 offers Irom the county. It was all temporary

a po ninments because ther didn't want to take any nisei on a

permanent basls, I didn't take any federal tests before the war.
‘After my graduation from junior college, I wanted to loaf

around for a while and then go into eivil service, . 'y mother en=
\ [P 'v,._,\—_," > X s )

couraged me in this but she thought that the eh ances wer- very

slim, ©Che told me about the diserimination that other nisei were




facing, didn't believe this too much as I had not faced any of

it mysulf.ljl had no plans of going to to sehool because of the

lack of Iinances in our family by that tine. There was a vasue
plan in my mind of going to college again a little later on. I
was walting for my girl friend to graduate from J.C. @i

lanning to go baek east just to sce what the chances
& > L |

z a decent Job., The only things a
domestie, or an office job for a
Japanese conceri, , was exceptional for a nisei to get into a
halkujin firm and the only plade where race and prejudice did not
enter too much was in civil service. The other nisei girls were
doing all sorts of odd jobs after they finished school, mostly
domestic, and it was a pretty limited life where they were not

getting any place at all,|
et
l:fay brother knew & colored man who was a very good friend of
his, ‘'his man vwas interested in art and literature., Ile used to
help the nise oung people's society in eburch to produce a play
each year and 1t really was a suecess. <heseevents brought out a
lot of hidden nisei talent and it showed that nisei could do things
1f they had half a chenece, Most of the nisei were youn: and like
me they were only interested in dances and a serious of partic-s,
I had a few hatujin fricnds, a colored iriend and all the rest
were nisel., It was just taken for granted that we were living a
pretiy good 1life if we got to see the latest shows and had our big
dances occasiondlly,
"I was 8till rather dackw in my development so I didn't go

out soclally with too many of boys, I never did like to go to




places where too big of a niseil group was gathered together, I

never felt at eagb amons the nisei, 1t scemed that they always

wanted to find ifault with other nisgi) ihey are too su erfieial

- 4

and they were only interested in the most obvious things and they
were too limited in their thinkina, I thourht they were too nar-
row minded, I tried toc be indifferent to them except for my close
Ifriends,

"I did belons to the Pasadena Civic League before it became

a JACL chapter, I was in 1t for & year but I was an inactive
I only joined it becsuse I felt it could do something to

sel get jobs and to get the halujin to have a better
understanding of us, Yhe Civie League did a pretty good job in
publie relations work in Pasadena and a number of influential
Fasadenans came to the meetings and they were members of the beard,
Whenever a nisei was drafted, the Civie League had the American
Legion come down and give pep talk and it arranged for the whole
Japenese community to give the boy a send-off at the station,

"I was unaware of the brewing internationsl complications,
During the summer and fall of 1941 hy dad waes greatly worried about
nis business beca.se of the 'freeze! but I wasn't too interested in
thate Dcd kept hoping that something would be done and there would
be no more, I just laughed at him when he said there was.a possie-
bility that a war would come in the near future. Dad hoaght most
of his gords from Jopan and China snd he couldn't get any more
after the commereial treaty wes broken., He still was able to get
goods from 'hina but the Japan market was entirely olosed., Dad
had a lot of Chinese friends in the same business and they did not

turn on him even after the war was started, They told him that it




was Just eircumstanees beyond hilis contrcl and that their
could very easily rewversed.

"By this time my brother was helping with most of the buying
for the store, He had a likable personality sc that he made a lot
of friends among the haiujin., Dad hsd & hard itime in his ‘usiness
during the depression and the outbreak of the Japsn«China war after
1937 made hls business drop because of the general boyeott, Come
of the ocustomers would refuse to trade with us when they found
that it was a Japanese store. Yy father had thousands of dollars

stored in the warehouse begore the 'freeze' went
that he hope@ toc keep going for a while, It was
fortunate that a lot of his business was on costume jewelry and
t was domestic and dad hoped thet lots of profit would come f{rom
that, Ile had a lot of nlsei oriental jewelry in stock also and
he was worried that it might be seized in the event of serious
trouble between Japan and the United Ltates,

'As the winter of 1941 came on, sales dropped off at the

period when dad has his greate-t worries

&

store., This was the
he prayed that Prince Fonoye would be able to make peace with
United Ciates., He follow=d all of the news in the newspapers
on the radio and he thoushtsure that Nomura and Kurusu would be

abk® to arrive at a peaceful settlement when they passed on their

way to Vashington, Dad never suspected that there would be a war

in the menner it did ocome. It was because of all these thinss
that 4 had to drop hopes of going on the collegetemporarily as I
did not want to impose on my father any more than I had to when he
had so many worries in his head,

"His worst fears were most unexpectedly realized on Dec, 7.




I got up late that morningx as it was a fanily ocuston to have
waffles together. . wae doing the dishes when the news fla

-

came on the radio. dad shouted, '""hat a crazy thing for the
announcer to say, even in a joke, i1t "ust all be a misteke.' But
the news of Pearl Harbor kept coming again and again, My brother
Just fell flat on his stomach and he glued his ear to the radio
all day long.

Lﬂi vasx absolutely dumb-founded and I didn't dare go out of
the house hedause I was so shooked., had kind of an unknown fear
selze me, My whole family felt that it wae dangerous to go oute
side because we would be noticeable, Dad kept =aying over and over
that 1t couldn't be true., He thought thet Xx 1t was an awful
thing when the truth fineslly penetrated through his head., He kept
hoping that it was all a mistake. The radio mentioned that the
Japaunese Navy had done 1t on their own and thet maybe the Japanese
governﬂént was not responsible. Dad kept hoping that Tokyo would
not condone the bombing, e all hoped this was the ease but we

ere doomed to diSu;pointment;i

"48 the day weonton the radic kept saying how the California
Japanese wers i noocent and eautioninz ths public not to take aote
ion, Lad was relieved at this Yy mother didn't say mueh at all
because she was so shocked. I just had a queer Teeling all day
long and it felt like the hottom had dropped out of everything,

"My brother was also hard-~hit and his nerves were on edge.
lle almost blamed the Pearl Harbor attack on my dad., He seid that
dad'es country had done such a sneaky thing. Ior once dnd agreed
but later on he reversed his opinion. Dad was mostly worried about

his business as all of the alien owned stuff was frozen immedlately,




The next day we were afraid tc ap the store beesuse I thought
a mob might come and riot. ; was just before the Imas scason and
we had been hoping for a good season 1In the store because that is
when most of the year's business is usually done., 4s soon as
got to the store a goverament agent came up and padloeked
for 10 days while they checked everythins, The
my father hsad connections with the old fam to
ése groups. 4 lot of aliens were picked up
father was not bothered, ‘Yhe FBI really ransacked our store and’
they tore the desk wide open in order to lock for secret drawers
My uncle Kad to stay in that store day and nizht while
business transactions, v father really
whole family was under
a nervous tension during this neriod ‘e were finally allowed to
open up the stc acain artex ) days and dad we full clear=-
8100
nmumbérs but
a fair business for the Anas seaso they lknew definitely
that it was a Japanesec store so we didn't
barrassment of being asked if we were Chinese, Gradually thing

settled down a bit, When wer was first declamred, I felt gquite

saie in the fact that the goveranent would be fair to the nisei

sinee so many of them were golng into the Army. I had no thoucht

of evacuation or anything like that. |{ lmew that there would be
some ill-feeling against us but I hoped that the hakujin would not
blame us for Fearl Harbor because we were just as surprised aes they

were, ‘e did stand out because of our Japanese faces but I felt

that we were more loyasl than a lot of 4imericans. I acted as natur-




al as I could so as to not create any suspiclons, Inside,I was

r ally a nervous ness and [ hoped that the whole matter would end

as soon a8 possible and n war of hatred;}

"A lot of the parents of nisei I knew were interned on the
7t and some of the mothers were al ken, I knew & lot of then
were pro-Japan because I had listened to them at Japanese schiool
but we were surprised that others had been taken just becsuse their

1 3 R}
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names had been used in the Japanese organization as board members

and beocause they had donated to some of the Japenece

At the moment, everyone was so stunned that we were

The community couldn't underst:ond why a lot of the Japa:

taken and there was no thought of bitterness then bscause we were
tco bewlldered.

"For a while w- were afraid to go out of the house as we

-

the Filipinos were on a rampage and many Japonese familie

stabbed, Ve heard these I'ilipinos weren't even arrested.

heard that some hakujin were making nasty remarks at nisei
alking down the street so I didn't feel so happy about gol g out
tc face the public. Mo one ever said anything to me directly but
I was always ready to challenge their loyalty if they made any re=-
marks at me,

"after Pearl Harbor my brother assumed a lot of the responsi-
bilities for the store., iy father tried to transfer the store to
his name but he couldn't do this as all of his accounts were
frozen., Lventually he was allowed to transfer alot of the business
to my brother, !My dad stayed in the background after the war broke
out and my brother more or le-s took comple te charge. "e wore

never able to get the store completely in his name, Dad worried




about everything and the whole family was downecast, My brother had
already been given a U months deferment from the army in Cetober
and in January his time was up so that he was subjeet to immeddate
call, Dad was worried because he didn't kiow who would teke his
place., On Fedb, 7, my brother was finally drafted, My dad had to
work more at his business aiter that but business had dropped tre=
mendously after the start of the year so that it didn't make much
difference. The public didn't buy Japsnemade thince any more and
the bulk of the busi ess was in sdeling Chinese thi: I worked
in the store until the end of Decerber when I got my - service

]

appointment to my intense surprise, I hadn't thousht that I'd

ever be called an nocount of the wor, They told me it was a temp=

o/

-~

orary appointment for the Motor Vehicle Department. hen I went

to work everybody was nice to me, I didn't have any direct cone

tact with the people ecoming in as I typed reports. [ﬁnoo a man

come in for e special license and he saw me and he aclked the office

supervisor in a loud what was the reason for a Jap being in the
office. The manacver in the office got quite angry and seaid that I
as an smerican citizen and I had every right to be thrr;i} The
manager wae so med that hemade this men go through a lot of red
tape to gt his speeial ltoense when he eould have given it to him
in 5 minutes. Other than that, nothing happened while I was there,
"I worked in the Motor Vehiecles bept. until the middle of
'larehs By this time I was getting 6 ot 7 other offers for the
CGounty Civil Service, There was one elerieal job in the hospital.
[ looked them all over and 4 thought that I would be interested in
the Jjob at the hospital, ‘hen I went for my interviow,ﬁ}her told

me that I would have to take a temporary leave of absence before I




even started the job., This was only way that they could -et

around the Civil Cervice ruling b was Just like being fired
S

before even starting.)

i help in his

"I declded not %o the job as . T need
st

store. My brother was already gone rOoNg rumors
about evacuation so my father needed help to elear his busines-,

The eurfew had already started ahd all of the Japanese people were
getling nerwous about evacatuion and that was all they tallked about.
I thought at most my folks only would be taken awey as thet wes to
be cexpeeted. The thought of the nisci being evacuatéd

out of my mind. I was still under age so I couldn't take over

v
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dad's business, He wanted me to stay arcund the store and look

after things in the event all of the issei were interned.
"4After thet time the San Pedro .roup had been suddenly moved
out on a 48 hour notice and the first volunteer
It began to look more and more like ev rybody woul:
That was th most awful feeling I ever had. A lot of the
ranese started to sell out their thinge dbut dad said he would
leave power of atiorney to a lawyer to dispose of the
case wex vere really evacuated. There were z number of merchants
who made offers to buy hig out but he didn't not think they offered
enoughs. 41nally things go' Bo unsettled that he found the expense
of keeping up th: store was hardly wortivhile so he finally de=
cided to sell out after consulting with his brothers. I sold out
to some Jewish company about a month before evacuation,
"The Los angeleos store had about +30,000 worth of stooic in
the warehouse but some of this had been frozen by the governnant,

Dad had purchased it on eredit irom companies in Japan so he did




not lose out., He just lost out on the stock that he had invested
heavily in before the war, Dad and his brothers only zot about

207 on the sale of these soods, This didn't leave him very much
for his lifework since it had to be split four-ways. Our store was
only leased so that this wes given up. I don't xkk know all the
details of the final business arrancements s nee my dad consulted
another Jananese na: ostly. He did n have anvthing t6 do with
the WCCA be he did not fee e could trust it., He really was
wiped out overnight and it wac ou 1 blow, since he only sale
vated only a small nercent of the total value “aturally 1t made
him a little bitter but not like it made a lot of other issei bee
ause dad tried to take it philosophieslly and he understood that
ne didn't have a chanee anvway., In a way the whole thing was a re=-
lief to him because he had worried night and day about hie husimess
eger sinee the commercial tresty had been ended in 1081, A4As a
result of all these worries, dad developed high blood pressure and
he isn't over it yet,

"When the evacuation was everyone was certain, we also sold

our family car. %“here was a dealer in town who offered me the list

price on the ‘ear so I sold it to him, He told me that we could

Reep the ear until we vere evacuated. ie was real niee about 1t
because he knew a lot of Japanese and he was a Seout master of the
church Thet's why we were able to drive the fanmily car down to
the station and I locked the car up afterwards and left the key
with one of the eocial workers st the church io give to the

8 stored most ol our home furnishings in the Japinese Shureh in
Pasadena and our friend kept some of the small things for uses Our

house was only rented so we broke the lease,
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the Germans and Itelians were allowed to go free,

1+

"Then I first heard of the total evacuation, I kept hoping

that they would not evacuate Pasadena. e were 10t in any defense

after all our property

anybody.
Kept thinkin: t'at something would happen
that we had

er
=

1ought nal things
eaply. ny home
town and part of

me would sti governmant

did to me.

evacuastion my d
by the end of summer,

lanent place wherc we would stay until
e back and we didn't know that we

gie

I was determined to m:ke the

orried about the future at thut time,

.

evacua tion vwas nost unreasonable we

prove whether we were loyel or not., I

had a feeling like when you love somew
arocund and do something wrong to you,
felt about &merica and this

the time and here the sover -

cou

ment wasn't even pre ninating against the Japs

and evacuz=ting us, It only gave very flimsy excuses about the

ece




military necessity and 4 felt that asmerieca was mating such a mis=-
take., It hu:t me to think that my couniry could ever do such a
thing like that, It really hurts to be kicked around by someone
you love and that's the way I felt. I was all confused and I
really didn't know what to think because it .as all like a drean,
Overnight the nicei were without a country and I knew that I could
never go to Japan,

"All they kept saying was, 'Remenber Pearl Harbor', They
didn't even ask why the Unites States was kicking Japan back all
the time, I felt that part of the reasons for the war was america's
fault. I wes caurht in between becsuse I inew thet I was for
america. It was a deeprooted feeling snd I couldn't just throw it
out like that. I just thought that it would t-ach us a lesson if
Japan won a few victories and I was glad that she was going through
the South Pacific so fast because “merica was 80 seli-coniident
and it hurt this country's eg to be caught asleep like that,

‘4he whole evacuation made me feel more r cially consceious
than I had ever felt in my life. I was convinced that we were
being evacuated because of race and economic rea ons, <The hakujin
were jealous of the success of Japanese farmers and business men

1d they used this as an exocuse io take away from us, smerica's
attitude was sonething like that toward Japan, 4t times I was much
more bitter than I am nows, I think a lot of it was a policital
football as it was just an election isst i 042 and a lot of
politicians saw a zo d e¢heanee to get elected if they yelled about

kickingus out of the state forever,

"There mumxix might have been some sabotage by the Yapanese

-

here but I haven't heard proof of it. éven il it wer: tmme, I




didn't blame them as they had been diseriminated ag inst so nmuch,
T a T &, Ly R = 5 :
I didn 't belleve that the Japunese farmers had deliberately tried
to get established around ulr fields and at they were really

> oS

Japanese aArmy officers, It was all accidental that these farms
reas and it has been proven that the airfield canme

efter the Jap:nese in a lot oif ocuses, Japunese people liks to

strive for higher things and if given an equal oprortunity that

sort of thing would not have happened. <“hey w re aliays kicked

around and there was a lot of resenthent for that. They couldn't

have oitizens ip for naturally they had sympathy for Japan. ZThis

was true of the old folks but they never would have done anything
deliberately against this country.

"We were the first group to leave rasadena so that all cof the
rest ol the Japanesc came to see us oif in order to give us a good

seud=-offl, 1ihis nade me feel a little better because I reslized
that the Japanese were real people, It didn't seem so bad until I
got on the bus and then I thought I would never see ny

friends again, & halujlin friend baked me a cook and

3

behind.,

ifelt so sad sbout leaving these friends

about leaving the elty itselfl though,

"fe played cards all the way up on the train and I dxoxpx
brought my uke out and we started to sing some prisoner songs,
later we talked to the M,I,'s and they were real friendly to us,
They anted us to write to them and tell them about camp lire,
They thought it was a sheme forus to be moved like that, Most of
the hakujins who knew the liihonjin felt this same way but they did

"to stick their necks out so they Justified everything by

eaying that the government had to look after the majority and it




was a military necessddy.

"When I saw camp for the first time, it was dark outside and
the whole area looked so barren, I dim know hardly anyone there
in the county falr grounds and the Jape ¢ inside the crate 4idn't

so friendly as they just stared at us, That sortk of
thought they could at least have given us a welcomne.
The first night thoere we didn't have enough barraciis so that my
family was put into a stable with another family. The @e#lings
were covered with cobwebs and the eots sunik right into
I thought to myself, *'What did we do to déserve this?!

latrines haed no partitions 'nd there was no priveey at

the terrlblest time getting used to the latrine and havin
,’/ .
women stare at yau.\<nu?,rﬂ;: 1ing there was 8 un;.wrf;>

"le wanted to get a ool f our own as dad "ad blood pressurs
1 T | -
to be living with other peoples| Dad knew

111 we ot out own

a sereen '@ used my trunk for a
Later on we ordered a card table and v »t an electrio
hot plate, iron and other things from baek home, Ve also sent for
carpet and we put th-t on the hard floor,
"l wasn't interscsted in working . a : [ didn't do anything
but loaf around for the first month and & half was there, I
wrote letters telling about the terrible place I was in. The thing
down the most was the lack of sanitary facilitless I
of privaoy and sit with other women
the latrine. 4&verybody went through a perliod of

and that was really sad,




"There wasn't any amount of Iriendliness among the people at
first. I was certainly happy when my other Pasadena iriends came
to camp. I could never get used to the food they fed us and I
didn't like the mess hall system whoere everyone had to come by a
gong. It was more like slop that we ate and there was nothing
homelike in the atmosphere. I can realize what a prisoner feels
like now, I Tfelt low in mind for a very long time and I relieved
some of my {ealings by writing great masses of letters to my out=-
side friends to tell them what camp life was liRe, I kept to my-
self a great deal as I just wasn't interested in meeting other
people.

"After a short time I began to see a few of the good things
about camp. I began to admire the Japanese people for being able
to adapt themselves to the camp environment so easily without going
to piece. I'm afrald I was a very poor example of this type. I
felt sorry for the young nisel kids as all of their Caucasian con-
tacta in school had been cut off from them before they even had a
chance to develop it very much, 1 realized from the first that this
would have & bad effect on them i the future and they wouldn't
know what the outside life was really like. There wasn't too much
family spiPitin camp and this was noticeable in the mess hall, 1%

indicated to me that the younger children were not given much

training in table etiquette from before as the  had no manners at

all.

"pfter my lowest per od of depression was over, I tried to
look forward a little and take things as well as I could. Aanother
girl friend of mind had voluntarily eVchated to Idaho to join

relatives and a lot of the fellows 1 knew from before were in the




Army so that I was forded to make new friends., This was very hard
for me as I was not too aggressive and the: e was always a tendency
for me to withdraw myself., I only went around with fusie in camnp.
"My whole family was disappointed with camp life because it
was such a fall for us. There was stlll a tendeney for us to think
that we were a little kimx better than the other people. Ilowever,
this attitude was soon eliminated because we were all in the same
boat together and we all had to live the same tind of life, we ate
the same food and we all had t"e scme living standards, The family
position became less important in camp because the class lines were
gradually eliminated. Prestize was obtained in other ways like

being a political leader or holding a good job, That is why there

was such a mad scramble in camp to get the best jobs, In a way 1t

was a novel experience to be living like this and 1 tried not to
rebel against it so much by putting my mind to other things.

"I soon got bored by loafing around so much so that I got a
job as a typist in the warehouse., 41his was not so bad as my place
of work was located near the soldier's canteen so that I was able
to buy cokes thru some of the soldiers 1 met through the fence,
iy boss also purcahsed things from the outside for me, I didn't
like my job at all as 1 was inclined to be lazy in my disposition
and I couldn't see any future in doing it., I & just did it to fill
in the time since my social activities were not too extensive,

"I went to ocersional camp dances and a small roup ol us
girls used to walk around camp a lot for the exercise, Ve spent
most ol our time ~ating delicacies which we had purchased from the
outside and having general bull sessions, All of us felt quite

keenly about the evacuation and I suppose we were rather bitter.




We talked of the injustice of it all but we wore not quite certain
as %o where the exact blame lay except that we thought it was mostly
diserimination and prejudice that had caused our evacuation, I had
no thought of resettling at all as I was resigned to the fact that
we would be in camp for the duration. I kept hoping that peace
would come very soon so that we could all go home again and forget
this bad dream. I thought it was foolish to have akl that killing
going on as it was such a waste of men, money and time. I had an
at'itude that if America were smart, she would let Japan have what
she wanted as there was plenty for everybody in the world if cer-
tain nations did not get too greedy. 4ll of our group kept reading
in the Pacitic @itizen that 4metioca did not want us back and I kept
wonderin: what we could do if wewere allowed to go back to Cali-
fornia, I did not think it was praetical for my father to go bseok
to Pasadena to start the art business all over again. Dad hsd

been thinking of opening a grocery because he thought international
problems would have less affect in this type. I thought I could

¢o back to eivil service again and we could make a go of it.

"About that time, all of the nisei were getting reclassified

to 4-U and I read at the same time about all of the labor shoriage
over the country. I thought that it was a paradox to put the nisei
into an enemy alien classification when there was such s need for
workers. That made a lot of the nisei very bitter, My brother was
in the last grou- of nisei to be drafted and I thought he was
better off in the Army as he had some hope for the future. I felt
that he would have more chance aftervards than those who remained
in camp since they would have to live all of the suspicion down.

I felt that our family was contributing enough to the war effort




with my brother in the service, even though it may have only been
a small part, and they had nox right to loct up up like that,
There wesn't much that we could do in the limited camp life,

"None of the girls in my group thought of geiting married for
a long time. There was no hope for the future and I felt that I
could not get to know what a fellow was really like in & place
like camp., There wasn't any way of Jjudging his character since
the camp life emphasized mostly play activity. Most of the girls
1 knew were afraid to even think of marriace because of all the
uncertainties and the feelings of family responsibility.

"In spite of all our telksy about the general situation of the
nisei, none of us took part in any of the csmp poditical activities.
I was still too young to vote and there did not seem to be anything
I could do since our life was completely regimented by the Army and
we did not have much freedom of choice. I always rcad every issue
of the Pacificx Citizen to see what the reactions of the California
people were as the hope of going back to Yasadena was still strong
in the back of my mind,

"It was a sort of waiting-life that I lived at Tulare., I
went to church on Sundays just to hear the hakujin spsakers talk

about the outside life, This made me feel a little more hopeful

and I realized that some day the nisel would be recognized if such

people like this kept fighting for us outside of camp, I was so
nervous at tiges that I began to take up smoking in camp. I didn't
do it in front of the issei as they made it a moral issue, They
thought that only cheap cirls msoked and I didn't dare have khm
give them a chance to talk about me, The nisel fellows were often

narrow-minded about girls smoking too, I didn't think 1t was a




moral 1ssue at all, In order to keep people from gggsping about
me, I only smoked in the privacy of my girl f#ie  's& barrack., Gee
some people were narrow-minded though.

"As I stayed in camp for a longer period, I mana ed to make
quite a number of new friends there., 7The ice began to bresk be=-
tween us after we lived in confinement Wor a while. I thought
that the ma jority of the nisei were stand-offish but that might
have been my fault too. [} t 0 ght camp life tended to bring out -
the worst quality of people. <The issei didn't have anything more ]
to do than move their tongues and gossip about everyone. They were
alvays tearing down everything., They certainly were lealous about
other people and camp life really brought out the céittyness of the 9
Japaenese, I thought it must have been a racial eharaoteritistic.’fa
It had been a hidden characteristic which thgy had kept undercover
before the war, +‘he Japonese people are so petty about many things
and they believe everything they hear, I couldn't get away from

them because of the fences around camp and that's why I had to be

extra careful of everything 1 diél] Gradually the people began to

quibble more and more about the little discomforts of camp life
because theywere irritated by everything,

"Before the bursting point was reached, 1t was announced thst
we were going to be =ont to a relocation center. It was quite a
surprise to me to hear that we were going to move again., Ve all
began to wonder where we were going to be sent, I thought that we
would be relocated according to thé clim:te we had been used to
before. Gila was the furthest thing from my mind., 4ll of the
people in Tulare felt that we would be sent to & good camp because

we were a model camp, I had never been evst of Balifornia before




and it scemed that we were pcoing to be sent so far avay. My

going back to
chance fof California were getting slimmer and slimmer and I real-
ized that prejudiced people were not satisfied just having us
locked up because they wanted to kick us out entirely., I couldn't
see any military necessity in that at all,

"When I xhmx found tat we were going to be sent to Gila,
thoucht td;t_we were going to be sent there to roast to death,
That's whgt a lot of people were saying. "We had heard that so
many people were dying from heat at Poston, I heard all sorts of

other rumors about the dust storms and the desert dangers, Most

of the people didn't want to leave Tulore so we began a movement

to remain at Tulare but our petition did not get any place. The

Army gave the final answer and we had to accept it or else, It
meant that we had to pack our belongings all over again and go
through the whole process of establishing a new home once more,
this tine in a desert, I had no particular love for Tulare but I
preferred this to the desert.

"Afterwards I was glad that I was at Tulare because I did have.
a chance to make some new friends. &#t the time though, I cer=
tainly did hate it, I didn't look forward to Gila elther because
of the unfavorable letters we got from the first group which left
several duys earlier, We heard that nothing waes ready for us there
and the barracks were unfinished. Ihe people hod to Xsleep in the
mess hall and recreation floore becsuse there was no room, We
heard there were ditches all over and water connections had not
been made yét., 4 lot of old folks thought we would die of thirst
and some of tiem even bought water canteen to take along with them,

With this pioture in my mind, I went there expecting the worst and




I even hated to think of the prospects of livins in such a place,
"Yhen we got to Gila, some friends met us and they took care

of us so that we would get settled, Honest to xgihx fosh, it was

so hot and dusty that 4 thought we would never be able to live

through the rest of the hot seasons, There was oo sense of polishe-

ing our shoes becaure the dust was so thick we would sink with

every step. Ye got therc near the first of September and it was

blazing hot yet. UYe were only given canvas cots and these were so
uncomnfortable, After we got there we went around at night to
borrow wood for the duration from some of the unfinished sections
ol camp so thot we could build our furniture. We were quite re=
lieved to dlscover that Gila had flush toilets and that facilities
would be a little more convenient after everything were completed,
Barracks were much larger and nicer than at Tulare., They were
built muech more solidly and the color was not so depressing. The
outside walls had plaster board and there was a double room with
red @ on tops The floor were elevated from the ground snd that
was quite an improvement.

"Strangely enough, I found the first weeks at Gila cuite en=-
'‘oyable as I went out with my friends to enjoy the desert nature,
Yie would tuke long hikes out in the evening and it felt like e
muach freer life., It was & relief (rom the confinement of Tulare.
The beautiful thing about it were the stars at night, I never saw
stare so clear and bright. It made me feel quite close to the
heaven and I felt that I was cut loose from mortal problems, The
sunsets were quite colorful also and I had never seen anything
like it before, 1his closeness to nature gave me a sense of alone=

ness in a vast desert and it didn't seem to make any difference




why we were there,

"However, I couldn't live in the clouds all the time as I had
to get back to reality. I didn't start working for a month as I
stuck around home a great deal to write letters to my friends oute

side of camp., I also wrote a number of letters to my brother in

the Army telling him of our life. VWritine letters helped to set

things off of my m nd and I felt better afterwards. I also had to
spend quite a bit of time ordering things for the barrack from the
mail order company. My uncle did most of the building of furni-
ture and he put shelves, closets, bars and other things, My
mother and 1 put curtains to make it more home-like and the pare
titions sereened off our apartment into bedroom sections,

"When I first went to work I helped out at our mess hall for
about 4 d:ys but I didn't like this work very well, The employ-
ment office gave me another job in the farm division as a typist
clerk, That job was a lot of fun and I made some new friends
there since many of the office workers were from other camps, I
also entered some of the soeial and religious activities, I joined
the choir and I oceasionally took part in some of the camp funct=
ions and oocasional dences, I still did not have any regular boy
friend, 1 went to church occas lonally but I soon lost interest in
that, I confined myself ~ostl” to my close girl friends end the
rest were just acquaintances., We knitted a lot in the eveningss and
we made sweaters and sox for ourselves,

"I had absolutely no interest in the political life in camp
wiile I was there. lle did not have any disturbing incicents ex-
cept that somebody put a Japanece fla on the Butte on Dec, 7 and

that got a lot of nisei exeited, I thought the whole thing was so




. 8llly I didn't pay any attention to it, 1ost of the camp life was
free from the general issuesm of the people and I didn't notice
these things at all,

"I was only in Gila for about 4 months so that the life did

not get me down so much.ﬂug‘wanted to get out at that time because

I felt that going on and on in such a routine and dull camp life @
would make me reach a stagnation point and I never would be able
to improwe myself, I felt that 1f I had to stay there for the dur-
ation, I would nJ’knoa how to meet any of my responsibilities.
cusle was myclos st friend and she was resettling early so that
she urged mé to resettile too. That was when I first began to think
of it seriously.. Nobomdy els=e was thinking of resettlement at
that time and I didn't know whether 4 could go as I was pretty
young and I didn't know if 1 couldmake my own way if I went out
at that time. Dut I believe that the longer I remain in camp, the
more lazy I would get in body and mind and I would lose all ambi=-
tions, | I thought 1 could at least give reseltlement a try and I
would not be ashamed if I was forced to admit defeut_.j TXHEnk

'I wrote to Masako (CH~85) in Chicago asking her 1f there was
any job opportunities there, Eghv thing I wanted to know the most
was how much discrimination there was agcinst Nihonjin b he
Gﬁicrco people., I asked hexr if the hakujin stared «t her in the
street and if she got insulted., Mascuko wrote baock and said that I
could work for her boss and there was no problem to get a job at
all. ~he sald life wee very good on the outside and urged me to
give it a trial, +~he said I would have to make up my own mind as
he didn't ent to paint too bright & picture as I might be dis-

afpointed’j However, 1t looked like a good posshbility and I was




getting restless and g bored in camp and I thought more and more of
resettlement,

-"Most of my former close friends were in the airmy and the few
I had in camp were going out to college., I diin't want to be left
behind for the duration, <here was nothing to hold me in camp ex-
cept my folks but that wns quite an obstacle, hen I first
approached fheﬁ §bout resettlement they thought 1 was onl- Joking.
At Tirst they were quite definitely against 1t and they sald that
I absolutely could not go as it was too dangerous for me on the
outside. They seild that the war had not reached a olimax yet ond
the ill feeling would mount against all the Nihonjin when the
Armerican soldiers got killed. They sald Chicaro was full of gange
sters and they would go around rioting and harming all Nihonjin
there: They said it made no difference how I felt about this
ecountry because uy face was Japcnese and the hakujin hated us all
and they would harm me without giving me a chance to explain any-
thing., “hey were quite worried that 4+ would fall prey to gangsters
in Chicago because thut rumor had been going around. They also
neard that there were thousands of llegroes there and they didn't

think it was too good for me to be alone in such a large city;\

| "I stood my ground but I had to argue and argue with them,

Some of the scenes were very biltter and near the explosion pbint,

I told my parents that I was 21 now and I could do as I please as
they could not hold me to eamp if 1 made up my mind, I just

wanted their oonsent. I told them that if things got toughk I
could come back to camp any time, I pointed out that 1 was wasting
time in camp and could not help them by steying there, I said I

could send things from the outcside as 1 would be able to make a




good salary and that haltujin employers would give us Jobs, I even
told them that if thingg/ﬁhfned out well I could e¢all them out
whenever a favorable condition developed, I told my father that

he might even be able to open a grocery store out there, After all

of these arguments 1t was still no use snd my parents absolutely

forbid me to leave, {

"I didn't know what to do. ¥Finally in desperation, I wrote to
my brother in the 4rmy and asked him if he would not write to my
parents and try to change thelr minds, fﬁe wrote baek a long letier
to my father and said that he was in favor of resettlement for me,
Yy brother wrote that he would be going overseas soon and he
couldn't do anything for the folks xxx so that 1 should be given a
chance to go out and see what I could do on my own, <This letter
was the changing point m in my parents'! atiitude because my lfather
always listened to my brother's auviue;} ihen my folks wanted me
to vait in camp until scme more people ﬁent out so that the  ecould
see how they made out, My girl friend Susie was ulready out in
Chicago and she wrote and told me that she was doing quite well and

she had no problems at all, I showed these letters to my folks and

I read them the parts where ‘usie had sald that there was nothing
to worry about., Fi:ally alfter weeks of persuadion, my folks did
give in because they thought that tusie was ollier and she could
look after me so that shey would not worry about ny safety.

"Onoe my parents' minds were made up, they did everything
possible to make it sausier for me, ihen the other isseiin the
block heerd thet I was going to resettle, they began to condemn my
parents for allowinz their daughter to go out to Chicago. They

felt that & girl's place was with her parents, egpeelally in a




time like that, They made open comments that 1 would o wild if I
left my parents and that my folks must be crazy for even givin
their consent, I told my mother that since she was trusting me
enough to go out on my own, I would never bresk that trust. This
satisfied my mother and she ignored the gossiping going on, I was
about the second nisei in Gile to leave on an indefinit ofier

because at that time the indefinite leav as just getting started,

—

FI had never been away from my home before on my own and that

made me a little afraid. I wasn't sure 1f I could tite care of
myselfl without asiking my parvents for any financial helb.‘ I didn't
have to worryabout a Job as llasako got me a job offer aé a steno=
grapher in a one=-girl hakujin ofi'ice and I was supposed to do a
little bit of everything., This was the Jjob that Masako had been
doing hefore she changed.

"Gee, 1t took ages for me to get my VW .4 rclease, I put in nmy
application and I thought 1 would be out of cgamp in a month at the
mests I kept going back and forth to the adninistration building
and I became very impatienl because they didn't seem to be doing
everything possible.l was worried that the employer would 1ot hold
the Job offer and 1 sent wires explaining my situation. Finally
after 6 weeks my cieurﬂnce finally eeme t .ough on Lecember 15.
Then the 4 sald 1 could not have a permit to leave camp until
Jans 5 beceuse it was during the Xmas seuson and the train traffic
was too heavy., It happened that rowrbther fbhon jin were going
out on an Army permit so I asked if I could not get the same kind
of a permit, This was finally arranged so that 1 left Gila on
Dec, 26 (1942), the day after Xmas, That was my last Amas with my

folks up to nows




"My folks and I had promised each other before that we would
not show any sadness when the time came to leave, I was supposed
to leave at 8 in the morning but the ®bruck did not come until noon
and I got very nervous, I held my emotions in until I got into
the truek and then I broke down and wept. <+ortunately my folks did
not see me like this, Thank Wod, It was a Ieeling of .oneliness
and excitement which overwh@lm me and 4 did not know how 1 would
react to getting baek to ciwilized life and I was worried about that |
t
'The VIHA did not give transportation money at that time so I
had to pay my own fare out. My folks gave me a gift of money just
in case I couldn't make a go of it. 'They said the money vas for
train fare baek just in ocase 1 found it too hard on the outside,

1 promi-ed my parents I would come back for a visit within a year

if things went Pight and I made this good, I went baek to Gila

L

for Thanksgiving lust year (1243) and my folks werec sure proud of
mes 1 had been sending my perents little things back all the time
that I had been gone becouse I knew that they could use them, I
also had my pleture teken in the newsppper once and my parents were
80 proud that I was making goods I was working in a church publishe
tng house then and my folks tallked so much about my succeéss that
the very isse€ who had gossiped against me were now sending their
own daughters out, or at least they gave the consent. I eertainly
was welcomed home, I was only able to stay there for a few days
and my second partin. wes not nearly so bad as the first ti e as
my folks sald that the happiness of my visit would linger until I
came back again,

"But this eertainly was not the way it was when I first left

Gila, At that time It was right in the middle of winter and I only




knew that Chicago was a large 6ity. I really thought that the loop
was a round place with a lot of modernistic building on it, I had
the idea that Vhicago wes a very gleamous plece, I knew that it

was @& windy eity but L thought the sun would shine sometimes like
in California, I wees warned that 1t was vers cold in the winter
time so I expeoted that., Masako hod written some of the worst
parts of living in Chiearo so I was not disillusioned so much when
I first saw the eity,

'lt wae a very gloomy day when L got to Chieasgo and nobody w: s
at the Union Station to meet me. 4 hakujin woman from the Travele
er's 41d came up to me and she was very kind, +‘he very next ine
stant I bumped into Doris (CH-39) and was 4 surprised. <he had
arrived in Chicago just one day ahead of me. I stayed with Masuko,
her sister that night and that was the beginning of my life in
Chicago. It was so much excitement that + didn't hawe time to get
homesiok. 1t felt so wonderful just to go down in the Loop and
look at the beautiful things in the store and Teel that 1 could
buy them if I had the money., It was a wonderiul sensation to be
walking on the erowded pavements with so many pecple. ihile I was
on the train omt here, I had worried very much about how I would
make out. I wondered if I would be able to do the work and if I
sould be able to support myself., All of these things kept running

through my mind and I was in & perpetual state of execibement, I

forgot about all this when I got into Chicago because the novelty

of the city overwhelmed me,
"I stayed for o week at Mascko's apartment until another
nisel girl, Miyeko offered to let me come in with her., I liked it

very much at her place even though it was a cold basement apartment,




By this time another girl friend, aiko, had come out so we started
to look lor an apartment for ourselves. It was very cold and Bnowy
at that time and we had a most difficult time finding a suitable
place to liva.-rg lot of times we got turned duwn because we were
not wanted. Other places discouraged us by charging much more

then the sign said or else they would say the place was just taken,
In some places they asked us what nationality we were and when we
explained they seid they were sorry they could not take Japanese,
all of this was most discouraging and it wasn't pleasant for =
neweomer to be welcomed to this eity., I began to resli.e that

everything was not a bed of roses, e went house hunting for days

and we got this sort of reception all the time:i Juring the year
/‘

and a half I've been in “hicago 1I've moved 6 ot 7 times in all and
every time it is a big problem to get a suitable place,

"aiko end I were gettiing very discouraged when we saw a va=
canoy sign la an &1m St. apartment one day. Ve went in and the
landlady was very nice. It was a basement apartment and it had a
Kitehen in the back which we shared with another woman. 4iko and
I paid 420 a month for that place, whieh was rather cheap. It was
a previy nice set-up and i1t was furnished, Ve soon found that the
place was too small, then the landlady couldn't anyone to stoke
the furnace so after a month she asked us to move out as she said
she had to use our apartment to give to a man in exchange %o stok-
ing the lire,

"l was working by this time so that I was & little desperate

about locatibing another apartment, Jat noon time 4 went out with a L,

hakujJin girl from the office and she hel 'ed me in house hunting.

We ran into a place on lush St, near the Loop and the landlady was




very cordial when she showed the hakujin girl the rooms since she
thought it was for her, <Then she found out that it was for Aiko
and me and she became very hesitant., ©he sald she had newer taken
Japanese before but finally decided to give us a chance when the
hakujin girl talked up for us, <%he landlady let us take an apart=

ment on the second floor and now the whole 2km second floor is

osccupied by Japanese, We paid §27.50 for eur apartment, | Doris

(CH«39) is living there now in another apartment on the floor but
I have moved several times since,

"About the beginning of “eptembder (1945) my girl friend got
tired of Chicago so she went on to New York City. It was too much
for me to pay the rent myself so I didn't know wha! to do. DLoris
had Just moved into the building and this left her room-mates,
Ellen and fusie alone so I moved in with them. I gave my old
apariment to two other Pasadens nisei girls who had Just come into
town and wes looking for a place. I had intendsd to stay in the
epartment myself but I realized that + could not keep it up on my
salary.

"I stayed with &llen and busie until February, 1944, I shared
all of the expenses with them and it only cost me {11l..0 rent and
about ;17 a month for foods, We got along well enourh together,
Later &llen went into move with Doris so Susie and I were alone.
Then last larch Susie got married so I went to stay with Doris and
Bllen while I looked for another apartment. I couldn't iind a
plece at all so Maseko (cH25) said I could stay with her until I
find a place. I haven't found a place yet (Mays 15, 1944) but I
really have to look around now as 1 am getting martied at the end

of the month. I plen to pay up to %50 a month since we will both




be workings I have gone all though the want-ad section of the
paper and somstimes I walk up and down the -treets looking ior a
vacancy., 1 haven'i askedthe Zriends of Wia to look for housing
because I heard they only send you to places full of bedbugs but I
may have to ask their help if I can't get anything else,

"I don't know if I will settle down here permanently as L do
not know how my fianecé will stand in the draft., I imtend to stay
tn Chieago for the duration at least. I don't know if I will ever
go back to fas;deng now. lHousing is pretiy hard for Nihonjin out
here because you eant'find o decent place and rent is high, If is
Just sheer luek to Iind a good place, Chicago is a dirty city and
it doesn't have hali enough bathrooms as 1t should have.

[Eall of my friends have had a great deal of trouble in find=
ing housing., 4 lot of places are pestersd by bedbugs, I would say
most of them, 4 lot of other places charge the nisei too much for

rent tooc but there isn't much choice becsuse tese  isel can't

N
|

sleep out in the streects,

‘Hunting for a job is eusy in oomparison, Vhen I first got
here 4 found that my job offer was no longer in existence so I
started to go through the want-ed sccetion right away. I went to
the 4smerican rriends Service and they gave me $ome leads.?_l
applied at all of hese places and the intervieus were always nice,
however the employer didn't kiow Yapanese at that time so they were
skeptical about hiring me. 4hey let me down gently by telling me
that the offer was filled or offcored me a cheap filing work at ¢75

B

a month, " I wanted stecnograephy work as I had some experience in

Campe

"Then Miyako, the girl I had stayed with when I first came to




Chicego, told me that there might be an opening at the llethodist

L‘hblishfhﬂg Coe. where she was workine so I went to make an appli-

cation, 4 hekujin girl wes leaving the company just then so they
gave me some sort of clerk job with some stcnomgraphy work., I

stayed in that job for 5§ months, The job was okay but it irrie

tated me because I had to work with oldeaid women and they were

unpredictable, Iwas petting only 82,50 a week and found it hard
to make my expenses. I used to gt griped at some of nmy bosses

and that disturbed me so much that + was not too happy theres ZXiko
was working at MeVlurg's at that time and she said that

& job easily there., ©She said I would be able to make more noney
and all the bosses would be men, That was enough to make me want
to work so I quit the publishing company,

"As soon as + applied at MeClurg's, I was put on. My Jjob was
order filling in the book department. I liked books very much so
that 1 enjoyed this job wight away. I had bought quite a few
books there at discount prices but I can't buy t.o many as I don't
aave the money. 1lhe workers are allowed =0% discount in books and
507 discount in mefohandise. I get sbaut /287450 a week busic pay
plus over-time, !y income is approximately 125 a month after all
of the taxes are taken out. I could work there all day caturday
and net 140 a month, but I don't do this as 1 want to leisure
time and 1t would be too ha'd to work that many hours a week.

Five dollars a month is teken out for war bonds and $7 for social
security while taxes amont to about L19 for iicome taxes,

T*Hy work consists I teking the orders from the dif erent book

eompanies and filling them, <There are quite a few publishing cone

panies in Chicago areas and I have to fil then individually. Now




and then I do some typing, < We used to be able to work on our ow
all the time, but recently & fellow was promo:ied to be arsistant
boss and he mwure does boss us aroundy There are about 40 people
in my department and 66% of these ere nisei workers., I get along
rell with everyone as we have a good erew, Most of my friends
there are nisel though. It is these contac's that nake my work
fun. Ve go® out trt»/,@.a_t together but not in one big bunch as there
are a lot of ﬂisei-cliques there and they don't mix in with each
others 4 number of these nisei workers are my elose friends and

we go shopping together on pay day and someti~es $o to showe or

Py
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dine out together, The best thing I like about my work is that v
116 new fioetion book and I like to

~ome of the nisei there don't like books so

work drudgery.

"The most irritating thing about my job is in the matter of
getting raises, If the boss likes you, raises are automatic, But
if he doesn't like you 11 is pretty hard to get a raise at gll,

is too much favoritism and some of those nisel
playing up to the bosses and that gripes the rest of us wigh
the halujin would keep cleaner and deokorize themselves, They are
pretiy sloppy in their clothes and that dcesn't make the stmosge
phere too c¢lear,

"41l of us workers are united against the assistant boss be-

he is always talking xabout running the division efficeintly,
He $hinks we should run like a clock because he is that way hime
self. He 1s too Pussy and overdoes everything so he antagonigz

the whole s$aff and we dislike hin greatly. He used to be okay

when he was a checker but the promtion went to his head andhe
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thinks he is above us, The only good thing about him is that he
is sympathetic to the nisei because a few of the workers play up
to himy I don't like him at all because he is too conceeited and
he thinks he knows everything.

"I get along best with the workers. I know some of the haku-
Jin workers in the office and sometimes 1 go over to one of the
¢irl's homes to spend an evening, Her brother works at HMeblurg's
too and I have mect the whole #amily, I don't have much other

o
contacts with the haltujin there thxough, It is too difficult be-
_ &

L

cause there are so many nisei working there and they naturally

tend to stick to their own group and it is hard to get acquainded

=
with the hakujin workers. |

E“I think that the company should not hire too many Nihonjin
~
there as the halkjin might resent 1t 1f over 507 of the workers in

any one department is nis A Tew ni-el get good promotion
but the majority don't get advancement at all. There ust be about

150 nisei working there but the turnover is so rapid so I don't

know the exaet number. The wages are not too high and there is

not much chunee sor advancement so the nisei quit;\ At the time

started working there the basie pay was 20 aweek and I almost
reached the peak in salary.

"I can't save anything on the salary I am making and I ﬁould
like to make a little more if I could. It costs me jJjust about all
of my solary merely just to live now. Out of my wages of between
w140 and (150 a month, I pay $1% a month for rent, sharing it with
llasako, and my share of the food bill is 420, I have to buy e lot
of clothes so this amouts on the aversge of 15 & month, Laundry

and cleaning runs anywhere from .2 to 5, Iliecresaiion is a big item
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and 1t amounts to about {25 a month out of my budget because I have
been buying a number of hooks I send my fanmily about 5 or 10
worth of things every month and gifts and obligations to friends
in camp em@l out herc is another .15, That doesn't leave me with
anything since taxes are (19 and sociel seourity is ¢7. The only
savings I ha is th a month which the company takes out lor
1t know what will happen to me i I got ser-
I have no money for dootor bills, I know I

think about these things but I just can't on the income I
Before the war L would have thought {150 a month was
an undreamed sale but living sts were so high then,
"l would like to make = >a .00 a wesk basic pay plus over=-
and then I could live comfortably and save a 1little mnore,

some prospects thet I may get pey raises in my job if I

T 3

Qa:;timn;' I*m not thinking
estaitlished
is not
1 don't have that false pride thet most nisei have about the pProse
tige of & collar job; I was getting a '"secrctarial spread!?
working a he Methodist :lblishing Yo, and that wasn't too godd
lost about 20 pounds at eClurgs beecsuse I have to
nd walk around so I feel much better,
! uon't‘know what I will do after the war as I haven't made

ny plans for it at all, I would like to see my family resettled

-~
3 N - T s ] I‘ 1
but I don't know 1f I'1l be able %to do this by myseli.,| I meay have

—

to keep right on working after the war if my husband=to<be can't
make enough to support us. Then I may have to keep on working to

keep our income up, I'm not interested in any particular type of




vork as it would be mostly for the money that I would be working.,
There is a definite chance that 1 might be (ired from my job after

he WaTs |
the wars |

\ " I 1 - » b - 1
| I think that 1t will be up to the nisel to prove themselves

as good hard worker so that that will not all be fired after the
war, <+ don't think thet the company willlet all of them go. There

is a chance that more discrimination may arise ugainst the Nihonjin
after the soldiers come marching baok. ihe nisei soldiers will
have more of & chance than the oivilien ones, I think that the
nisei would have & change if theygot into skilled labor and the
ional fields., “he unskilled workers will have the hardest

time of all and they are in the majority in the nisei group and

the general pogulatioi?&

"Yost of the nisel workers now are living from day to day. 1
think they arepretty flighty now but I ean't understand the reason
for this. Yhe fellows are uncertain begause of their drait status
so they can't see nuch of a future for themselves. liaybe that's
wiy the niseli fellows are taking eny old Jebs now and then work for
a wille and then quit to enjoy the money they have made. 4 lot of
t em are geing from city to eity for excitement befors they are
drafted., It happens all the time at “cClurg's.ﬁin lot of them go
temporarily wild when they first come from camp and they do things
very conspicuocusly, not realizing that their action will have a bad
reflection on the other nlsei.' I think it is because they never
had any resl responsibilities st home as they had been too tled to
thelr parents' apron strings so long.r

izﬂot all of the nisel are like this as many are settling down

as soon as they ean, but they are uncertain about the future too,




Most of the nisei I have talked to do nbt plan to remein in Chieago
permanenily. 4 lot of them expect to gt fired from their jobs,
ezpeclally at ! 1y g's ihe sgses say they will keep the nisei
on, but none of us believe that, ZIventually a lot moro ambitious
go into business for Bhemselves as they will nver get
any place by just being workers, <They can't do it now because nost
drafted, |
he reason at all of the present re-
sification of the nisei for the draft, I think it is a dirty
Here the nisei wers put throuch the humilation of a 4-C
classification and just because manpower is needed, the asrmy dee-
cides to tauke them. They have played up the 100th infantiry on

o

account of that, Iowever, I do think my brothor 1s bétter off
don't know about a lot of other nisei fellow
to get a start out here, They should be

8y are taken, I am going

o

wrried ¢ 3 3 D ik 1s 4 expect my fiand' to get k=

-

taken, I plan to stay with some nisei gzirls as don't want to ge

to another strance eity to

"I never expected to be married this soo Tirst met Yas

when he over 1o visit my room mate with another der girl,
At that time, seven or 8 months ago, it was 5 1 casual meeting,
I met him again I met him at a birthday party fo nisei who
come out here on an army furlough, 4fter that llas still came
over to our place with thils other girl., Then once ! sked me for
a date but I already liad a date for that evening., He asked me if
I would go out with him the followin: week-end., After that we

started to go steady and 1t developed into love,




"We went all over together. le went to the Colle~e Inn and
dragon for daneing, We went to plays. 'le even went to a ecouple of
nisei denees but were greatly disappointed in this so we did not

return, 4% other times we've mone bowling or out to dinner, Come-

times we visit other friends, Now he comes %o visit me 2 or 3

tinies a week, ‘e usually go out on dates on week-ends. !'ore and
more we beocare atirsncted to esch other., I was ;olng back to Gila
for a visit last “ovember and the night before I left he proposed,
I had known him about a month at thet time. Vihen I got to camp
told my purents about it and asked their consent. They thought I
should wait for at le &t 6 months so I wouldn't make hasty decie
sions. J4inally both families went through all investigation sturf
$0 see ii each femily was all right, ‘hey did it through & family
friend. a&verything was all right so we bought a ring down in the
Loop one night and decided to get nmarrled at the end of May, .t
#aster 1 formally ennounced it at a party for a few of y friends,

"WWe have definitely decided to get married at the end of the
monthe, Ve would like to Tind an apartment of our own befor: we do
end that 1s what holds us up., It will only be a couple of wecks
now so that we have to get very busy and find a pluce. ‘e would
like to get married in a church and only the near relatives and
friends will be in attendance. It will probably be held at the
Fourth Presbyterian church but we don't went the Japanese minister
to perfom the ceremony, We are poing to ask Jre Anderson to do
thls as he precehes the morning sermons there., Ve haven't made
definite plans but I don't think it will be too difficult.

'I am kind of scared and execited about getting married,

don't know anything about it and i suppose I am backward in ny sex
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educations Hobody has ever told me about sex and I know that my
mother wouldn®'t do 1t I have been asking some of the married
have been very helpful, I suppose this
I hever was curious about it before. Yow I
been going to elinies
to be out
be arranged.,
goon, 7The resl truth is that I
121d and that is why I felt de-
time, I thought all the fellows
Army and the girls would be left out. I
this but really did bother me a lots I oan
because 1 got my man, The impending draft mekes
have been so
ny mental outlooke Life seens much
is sunshine all around. Uhen rou have
you something to live for and everyt::ing
genter in lo
the firest time
t1il I sew him agei ol re. He
the wer worlki g2 a ripherts
te California gr Pecrl Harbor
evacuated with therest of the Nihonjin,

was sent to Topaz and

[ b o

June., Mas is the oldest in a family of

L

ved a restaurant in Oaklznd before the war,

years old and hasn't be reclassified yet, He was civen

1= =

4-i' once before on account of stomach troubls that is ecured

11OW .




. 1 hope I wiil have a 1little happiness with him before he is ta ten,

~

"y marriage will not make any difference at all in my e-
settlement plans that I have thought about in recard to my parents,
i want - Yo have my parsnts ir they do decide to come out. They
won't come out unless ithe offer is gecod as my father has high
blood pressure and he is getting a little old., “he last time I
saw my parents I thouzght it would be better for them %o stay there
sinee only a few issei were ocoming out and it was even risky for
nisei %o resttle. But now sinee so nmany of the issei have ocome out
and made good, I moulh like to see my folks resettled,

"The more issei that our left in camp, the nore idel chatter
will result., Humors spread like wild fire and thes argue about
every little trite thing I want to get my parcnts out of that
atuospheres It all depends on my parents' attitude whether they
want to take a chance and come out before the end of the war, I
will help them in every way that I ecan, Probably the only thing
that they csn do at first is domestic work and maybe my folks won't
want to do that after heing sbdre ownsrs for many years, I oan't
blame them for that,

"I've asked my parents several times if they want to come out
but I haven't received any definitc answers from them., I don't
want to press them unless they really want to resettle., If I tell
them to come out they may oxpect too mueh, 4t least they have a
lot of air, sunshine and food and don't have %o worry about making
a living, Dad wesn't abhle to salvage enough of his business to
retire on. He would have been abl to do 1t by now if we hadn't
been evacuated. Uad wants to &0 baek to Fas dena and start all

over agalin but thst just isn't praetical. To him there is no place




like Pasadena and he 1= determined to zo baok thereeventually,

"I would like to get more settled end have a place where

could have a real home. This is r e of a makeshift life and

3

are too many worries from living 3 dar to live. Even Im my

3

sooial life has not been satisfyin- enough as + don't have surfie

1,

¢lent leisure time. Mas has been comin~ over ev ry
have to entertain him and I don't have enoush 1i
t I want to do. I wsually do my
correspondénce on “uesday, Ve 'nesday I go
Thursdey ni ht I wash my hair., Thursdsy
urday we go daneing or something. Sunday I
sleep late and zo out with Masa later. I have guests coming owe
once a week too. I auppose I have about 15 friends out hers honm
I know fairly well : me her friends and they are nige
ny address fron
around.,. It reall:
croups that 4 tnow we don't all get together at one
lot of xmtdnxmx friends sabe at work amd we do thi

Then ny former room-mates do thines toge

group and I'm

"Usually when we get together in small groups

-

in private. 1I'm against those large sesle nisei events as

]

nisei don't know how to conduet themselves. It is too conspheu-

Lo
L

0 have those large things I'd rather go to publie places

(=]
ANk b3

w

with Mas alone as it more fun, I fee) mueh more at east in
theee things than in Bhe striectly nisei gatherings. I have never
been diserininated agninst when I've zone to publie places end I

think that all nisei can pgo out just as ecsily as I do if they




really wanted to, <The trouble is that they are too oliquish and
they don't make any attempt.
"Vsually when I'm alone at home I never have time to listen

radlo except for a few seleot plays end news, I don't get

-

& chance to read the newspaper either., T do reand some fiction

L

when I have a chance but don't Have much chanee lately, I don't

corresponimmx with people of Pasedena as I have lost ocontaet with

them except one colored fellow who is ¥y brother's friend. v

sorrespondence is with my brother, a nisie in HNew York and fellows
co j ! ]

W

gn the Army. I've heard that a lot of el o lonesome but I

s L . 4 4 - - i
don't see how this is possible as they all seem to belong to some

group and that is why they come out here in the first plaoce.

"I don't want the nisei to become segregated out here, I
think it will be up to the individuals to beoome assimilated as
mich as possible. It will be the same thing at Los sngeles if they
have a Little 4okyo out here, Thie 1s no good for the nisei, I
don't '‘‘now of any 3@l vho have mede nany Vosucssian friends out
here except dasal “he bigpest barrier for the nksei is that they
are time al ho a lot of them are obnoxious and they ean't #ven make
nisei friends. I don't think it's desirous st all for them to
limit themselves too much, <There is derinitely not any need for
any of thosenisel clubs like bhefore, +he nisei can see esch other
out here without having all those organizations and they will bde
better off.

"l haven't given the future politiocal status of the nisei much
thought altho I don't think that we will ever lose our eitizenship,
I certainly would like to know what the nisel ere iighting for in

this war., Vill they have to come baek to the same old disorimina=




tion as before? It is a definite rossiblity as the narroweminded
ameriecans who hold prejudices will hot eh nge too much not matter
what the vweslk® is about. They just talk about it and that's about
as far
itmight make a difference if the depub icans
November, Hepubliecans are much more Gonserves
clags and wo:ldn't o such d-astiec thinrs.
ot voting this time a my vote
st hoping that when the soldiers
racy. It is
but maybe human beings are not ahle to realize lemoeracy
ly because they tend to
w@tural instinet,
all of the nisei should
have ione is
ihe evacuan=
think that the
vacuation tu 1 most of the issei and kit o a pro=Japan stand
they felt that too injustioce was g done, They really
expelled like that, I
ey would still come out
nisel are loyzl but a lot

LY

hanged their ninde bee

cause they wer ( | in cemp and they didn't have nothing dut

Jap nese around t Me ; he 1eed 1is ‘hange ‘o prove thene
selves and they will come throu

"I thinit tha! I dmerica ar

1ight have been swhbided. I would




taristieally but I don't think they should b

this country

of the map like Xkmy went to do right now.

m
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wiped off the face

I wvould like to see

Japan with a form of pgovernment where the people mean something

and it is not all 4rmy control, I think

real democracy
all mixed up into different races.
(|

My attitudes toward Germany is the

Zood points too, It would be

as 1t would only lead to another war of

a little harder Tfor thenisel

Japan though but when «merica gets

the people will

publiec ean't be chansed overnicht and it

1ittle. The nis

nmore than this country because

silly to try to br
f revenge later on.
when all of

the

el oen do some of this wo

has

there is chance for

516 nNot

kK it up entirely
It may

the attent ion if turned

upper hand over Japen,

the whole imerican

to be d

one little by

»le

A Le

right now,

"I don't worry too much about all of the anti-Japaness publi=-

@ are 1in &

very awlwmard position

eems psuedo=patriotiec, '8

the other Arericans

- 2 : - : . ¥ .
cormittee is a dangerous

§illiest thing I've ever heard of since it twists the

eround., Dies is just a race mong
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race hatred, think he su

he

of the things said, I don't think int

taken in by what he says. <he

ever the real dangerous people are the racists of California.
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have read about them in the ific

more prestice b
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moractic,

hitting the nihonjin and

should remain as
expeaot us to,
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er and he is trying

Hearst papers are stupid too.
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for our
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those psople

l1ever

seems

like

little griped at

naturely
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ldve the state of California, but oh, some of

getting more favorable publicity now,
per editorials. I don't think

much until the Amcrican pubdlie
+his will have to be done throuch n
the nisel, 4t the

for us
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fore but no

n
developed

even thouch I'm not me=bewe yet,
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satislied enou: with my progress
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