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I nt er v i ewer 's code 

Hel en Suzuki Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 
Febr uar y, 1944 (Rev i sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew 

1. Case number  41 

May 2, 1944 I nt er vi ewer  C. Ki kuchi 

2. Sex, M F 3� Mar i t al  s t at . M S D W 0 
Ent er ed 

Pr esent  addr ess 742 Dear bor n St . Mar oh. 1944 
Lef t  

Lat er  addr esses Dat e 
u 

- , , J I  

�' """ �" 1 u 
11 

8. Al i en or  Ci t i zen C i t i z e n 9* Ni s ei , Ki bei  or  I s sei  
10. Addr esses bet ween Dec . 1, 1941 and evacuat i on 

ni sei 

(a) 
(h)' 
(c)-
w 
(e)" 

Pasadena, Cal i f . 

11. Assembl y Cent er  Tul ar e 

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  Gi l a 

Dat e 
it  h 
il  
n 
» 

Dat e h 
Dat e h 

13. Addr esses s i nce l eavi ng Rel ocat i on Cent er " 
(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr ess ") 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

(e) 
(f ) 
(g) 

Kenwood Ave., Chi oago 
Mapl e 5t . " 
Él m St . » 
Rush St . 
Er i e St ." 

(Yur i ) 
(Mar l ko) 
2 peopl e" z peopl e 
ftorothy ) 

Rush St . 
(äesu & El l en 

.(Dorothy) 

14. Fami l y member s l i v i ng "t oget her  on December  1, 1941. 
Rel at i onshi p t o 

Reset t l er  

(aj  
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 
(e) 
(f ) 
(e) 
(h) 
(i ) 
(j ) 

Fat her 
Mother 
George (br ol  
uncl e 

Age 

65 
50 
24 
48 
¿HT 

Sex 

M 
F 
M 
TT 

Bi r t hpl ace 

J apan 

i i A i � 
J apan 

T7T. 

Ent er ed 
1921 

Lef t  
1942 

5- 12- 42 8- 30- 42 

� 

9- 1- 42 12- 26- 42 

� � 

Ent er ed 

12- 28- 42 
L ef t  

1- 3- 43 

� 

� 

� 

1-IÔ-4S 2- 10- 43 

� 

é-ló-43 9- 10- 43 

� 

9-10-45 Feb. ' 44 

� 
Feb. ' 44 Mar .»44 

� � � 
Occupat i on 

St or e 07/ner 
Housewi fe 
Hel ped dad 
Dad's par t ner 
Hel ped ctaT 

Rel i gi on 

Chr i st i an 

V*; 



- 2-

15, What  members of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  t o Assembl y Cent er ? 
Gi ve symbol s 
Yifhat  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 

(a)" 
W 
(o)-
(d)" 
(e)' 
(f )" 

Rel at i onshi p 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace 

Occupat i on 
(as of  Dec. 1, 1941) 

except br ot her (dr af t ed o i  Ô- 9- 4S) 

What  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 
Gi ve symbol s 

a.bove went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect ? 

Yfhat  ot her  r el at ed 
Rel at i onshi p 
t o Reset t l er  

per sons 

Age 

? 

Sex Bi r t hpl ace 
Occupat i on 

(as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

#15 

(a) 
(b) 
(c ) 
(d) 
(e) 

U ) 
17. 

(  
(aT 
(b) 
( c ) 

M 
(e) 
( f ) 
(g)' 
(h) 

18.  

Fami l y members l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 
Addr ess 

ymbol  
L ef t  see 13) 

wi t h 
Ent er ed 

f r i end 

Rel at i onshi p 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace 

Occupat i on 
(at  dat e of  

i nt er vi ew)" 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  
Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

L i nc o l n s c ho o l . P as adena 1927- 33 6t h 
McKi nl ey J r . Hi gh 1933- 37 9t h 

Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on) 

P as adena J . C . , P as adena 
Gr ade compl et ed Dat es 
14t h 

Col l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s, (name and l ocat i on) Dat es 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Peg r ee 

Pagaflsna J «c., Catena A- i u 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
school , l ocat i on Dat es 

Pasadena galsusn«, Pasadena 1955- 57 
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19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  
by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  
such per i ods . I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  
and c 

D 
Fr om 

ont i nue 
a t es 

T» 

wi t h empl oyment  

Nat ur e of  j ob 

si nce r es et t l i ng. 

Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 
Av , mo, 
wages 

Reason 
f or  t er -
mi nat i on 

Hal 1 >ed dad f r om t he a£>e o f  16 on PasR(i ftnfl  
i S / 4 1- 3/ 43 J r , St eno . C i v i l  Ser v i c e Pasadena $90 «vani i  T 

6/42| - 7/ 42 Ty pi s t WCCA Tul ar e pp. 

LO/ 42 - 12/ 42 Cl er k WRA. fi l l fl  pK 

- 6/ 43 Cl er k , Met h t Pnhl t OnT 

7/ 43 McC -̂ Upc* s w fri  p.n 

1 

20, Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ect i ons For  what  par t y 

n e v e r  vp êr ) 

» 
V 

\  



GH 41 Hel en Har um! Suzuk i  WRA For m 26 301, 196 

2. Gi l a 8/ 27/ 42 
3. Tul ar e 5/ 12/ 42 
4. 1150 F or es t  Avenue, Pas adena, C a l i f . 
5. Suzuk i , T o k u j i  J apan 

Y o s h i zawa, Mi c hi  J apan 
5a . U . S . Ar t  Deal er  Abr oad same 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , L i nc o l n , Pas adena, C a l i f . 1927 t o 1933 

J uni o r  h i gh , Mc K i n l ey , Pasadena 1933 t o 1937 

7a . 

8.  
12. 
13. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27a 
28. 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Pasadena J . C . , Pasadena 1937 t o 1939 
Co l l ege Pasadena J . C . , 1939 t o 1941 
Degr ee: As s oc i at e i n Ar t s 
Maj o r : Commer ce 

J apan 4/ 30 t o 8/ 30 
61 115 l b s . 
No maj or  def ec t s 
Si ngl e 
Daught er  
8 / 31/ 21 
"No 
J r . Co l . 2 
Speaks J apanes e and F r ench (F r ench a l i t t l e ) 
Sal es Per son Gen. 

. Seamst r ess 
10/ 42 WRA Agr i c u l t u r a l  St eno- t ypi s t  
10/ 42 t o 10/ 42 WRA Mess Oper at i ons Wai t r es s 
8/ 42 t o 8/ 42 WCCA, Cl o t h i ng Sr . Ty pi s t  
6/ 42 t o 6/ 42 WCCA, Food War ehouse " 
3/ 42 t o 4/ 42 Yamat o Company, Ar t  Deal er s Sal es 

29 

30 

$16 mo 
116 mo 
$12 mo 
$12 mo 

Cl er k $18 wk . 
12/ 41 t o 3/ 42 

6/ 37 t o 12/ 41 

St at e of  C a l i f . Mot or  Veh i c l e , J r . s t enogr apher  $90 mo. 
Pasadena 
Yamat o Co . Ar t  Deal er s (Unc l e) 
P as adena, (par t  t i me) 
St udent , at t endi ng schoo l  

Hobbi es : K n i t t i ng , r eadi ng, mus i c , sewi ng 
O. P . Sec r et ar y ( p r i v a t e ) ; o f f i c e c l er k 
Uni on Chur ch 

Sal es c l er k , c as hi er  
bookkeeper  s ec y . $16 wk . 

He l en ' s f a t her , T o k u j i  Wi l l i am Suzuk i  

2 . 8 / 26/ 42 
3. 5 / 12/ 42 
4. s ame 
5. Suzuk i , J ubei  J apan ( dec . ) 

Y o s h i zawa, Mon J apan ( dec . ) 
5a . -  Abr oad, mer chant  
7 . Gr ammar  Sc ho o l , Met hodi s t  S . F . , Ca l i f  

Hi gh s c ho o l , Met ho di s t , S . F . 1899 t o 
Bus i nes s s c hoo l , Heal ds , S . F . , 
J apan: Hi gashi - yat syshi r o - gun Gr ammar  
Fr om 1892- 1897 F ounder  and hel per  of  Conf uc i us Sc ho o l , "Sei - bi  Gi -

j i k u " . About  100 en r o l l ed , now d i s banded. 
7a . Conf uc i us Sc ho l ar  

1897 
1900 

t o 1899 

1884 t o 1892 
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12. 
13. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27a 
28.  

J apan 1878 t o 1897 
Went  t o J apan and Chi na about  10 d i f f er en t  t i mes t o buy ar t  goods , 

as an ar t  deal er  * Can ' t  r emember  exac t  dat es . 3- 4 year s 
apar t . St ayed aver age \  y r . eac h t i me. 
Chi na- Shanghai , Amoy j i , Hongkong, Cant on, bet ween 1904- 1929 
wer e t he c i t i es v i s i t i ed i n Chi na 
L as t  v i s i t  t o J apan 6/ 29 t o 12/ 29 

63 135 l b s . 
Af f ec t ed wi t h h i gh bl ood pr es s ur e 
Mar r i ed 
Head 
7 / 1 / 78 
No 
Gr ammar  8 ( J apan) 
Speaks Eng l i s h 
] ĝr . Ret a i l  s t or e 

1901- 1942 Yamat o Ar t  Co . 
Or i ent a l  Ar t  Goods St or e 
102 E . Co l or ado S t . 
Paaadena, C a l i f . 

Par t - owner  2 s t o r es . 
Empl oyed 2 manager s , appr ox. 
20 s al es c l er k , j an i t o r s , e t c . 
Chr i s t mas ho l i day s and r us h 
per i o ds , 30 ext r a empl oyees . 
(Par t - owner  wi t h 3 br o t her s ) 

29. 

30. 

Al s o 732 So . Br oadway 
I o s Angel es , C a l i f . 

Si nc e t he depr es s i o n of  1929 have had no p r o f i t , have 
l os t  ever y y ear . J us t  bef o r e ev ac uat i on es t i mat ed a 
l os s o f  $10 , 000 . 

Sk i l l s : Can det ec t  val ue of  ant i ques 
Hobbi es : Gr eat  i nt er es t  i n ant i que ar t s of  a l l  c o unt r i es , 

es pec i a l l y of  t he Or i ent  
Chr i s t i an (Uni on Chur ch) 

Hel en ' s mot her , Mi c h i  Suzuk i  

2 . s ame 8/ 26/ 42 
3. s ame 
4 . s ame 
5. Y o s h i zawa, Gi . J apan 

Komagar i  K i n , J apan 
5a . Abr oad, Mayor  of  t own 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Kat sunuma, J apan, 1898 t o 1906 

St udi ed Engl i s h under  Mr s . Wat er house i n Pasadena o f f  and on 
once a week about  4 year s pr i v at el y 

7a . None 
8. J apan 1891- 1917; 5/ 30 t o 8/ 30 
12. 60 110 l b s . 
13. Good, no maj or  def ec t s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Wi f e 
20. 9 / 2 / 91 
23. No 
24. G- 8 J apan 
25. Speaks E ng l i s h (not  f l uen t l y ) 
27. Gen. s al es per son 

-
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28. Housewi f e 
1932 t o 1942 T o k u j i  Sus uk i  Sa l es c l er k $16 wk . 

Or i ent al  Ar t  Goods o f f  and on when busy 
102 E . Co l or ado S t . dur i ng and bef o r e ho l i -
Pas adena, C a l i f . days - hel ped at  hus band's 
al s o at : s t or e 
732 So . Br oadway , L . A . 

29. Hobbi es :- -
O. P . Sa l es c l er k 

30. Uni on Chur ch » 

He l en ' s unc l e, Geor ge Yut aka Suzuk i  

2. s ame 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. Suz uk i , J ubey ( d ec . ) J apan 

Y o s h i zawa, Mon, J apan 
£ a. 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , I wai  Mur a, J apan, 1901 t o 1907 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Hi k awa, J apan, 1907 t o 1912 
Bus i nes s s c ho o l , Woodbur y , Los Angel es , 1917 t o 1919 

7a . Sp ec i a l i z a t i o n : Bookkeepi ng 
8. J apan 1894 t o 1914 
12. 61 101 l b s . 
13. No maj or  de f ec t s : wear s g l as s es 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Br o t her  
20. 6/ 20/ 94 
23. No 
24. H i . 5 J apan; 2y r s Bus i nes s 
25. Speaks Eng l i s h 
27. Mgr . r e t a i l  t r ade 
28. 9/ 26/ 42 WRA Gi l a Par mer , pl ant  v eget ab l es , har v es t i ng $16 

and weedi ng. Squas h har v es t i ng at  pr esent  
8/ 42 t o 8/ 42 WCCA Tul ar e Super v i s o r , Cl o t h i ng Dept . $12 mo." 
1919 t o 1942 Yamat o Ar t  Goods Manager  $80 mo. 

102 E . Co l or ado Thr ee empl oyees on t he av er age. 
Pasadeana Rush season empl oyed 10 mor e. 

Kept  book s ; pur c hased ar t  goods 
He was i n par t ner s h i p wi t h h i s br o t her s ( f o ur  i n a l l  
pl us t wo f r i e n d s ) . Had 2 s t o r es i n Pasadena and one 
i n L . A . L oc at i on o f  Pasadena s t o r es : 458 Co l or ado S t . 

102 E . Co l or ado S t . 
29. Sk i l l : Does l i t t l e t ypi ng 

Hobbi es : P i s h i ng , r eadi ng 
O. P . F ar mi ng ( i n camp) 

30. Chr i s t i an Congr egat i onal  



Evacuat i on L set t l ement 
Char l es Ki kuohi 

t udy CH- 41 
i i f i na . hi ozawa ( p s eud , ) 

Hana Shi ozawa i s a 2-  y ear  o l d 
si n/ l e n i s e i  i r l  but  she i s expect -
i ng t o ( et  mar  i ed at  t he end of  
t h i s mont h. ¿ J r i or  t o t he , she 
\ ms l i v i n g i n Pasade- »*, Ca l i f o r n i a . 

i  i ce comi ng t o Chi c ago she had hel d 
8 j o bs , one as a c l er k at  t he Met h-
o di s t  P ub l i s i n' Co. andher  pr es ent  
J ob as an o r der  t ak er  � t  Mo Cl u r g ' s . 
Hana i s one oi ' he most  c ons er v at i v e 
t ype o f  n i s e i  i nd i v i dua l s end she 
has ac qui r ed a gr eat  deal  o f  t he 
J apanes e f ami l y backgr ound i n her  
per s o nal i t y devel opment  af cl t ho she 
she dor s not  r  c ogni ze t h i s p o i n t . 
The i n t er v i ews er e co duc t ed over  
3 d i f f er en t  per i ods of  t i me. 



CH- 41 - 1-

Hana Shi ozawa was bor n on August  21, 1921 i n L os Angel es , 

Ca l i f o r n i a but  she has l i v ed aost  o f  her  l i f e i n P as adena. Shei s 

t he onl y g i r l  i n a f ami l y o f  t wo. Her  f a t h er , 05, was bor n i n 

J apan and he as an ar t  i f t  s t o r e owner  p r i o r  t o t he war . Buna ' s 

mot her , 50, was al s o bor n i n J apan, The par ent s ar e i n t he Gi l a 

r el o c at i o n c ent er  at  t he pr esent  t i me. Han a ' s br o t her  Geo r ge, 24, 

was dr af t ed i nt o t he i i rray s ho r t l y a f t e r  t he out br eak; o f  t he ar . 

He had been as s i s t i ng i n h i s f a t h e r ' s bus i nes s up t o t hat  t i me. 

Han ' s ent i r e school  educ at i on as been i n Pas dena. The 

at t ended t he L i nc o l n el ement ar y s choo l  f r om 1927 t o 1933, wher e 

she compl et ed t he s i x t h g r ade, ĥe t hen went  on t o P o K i n l ey 

j un i o r  h i gh school  wher e she gr aduat ed f r om t he ni nt h gr ade i n 

1937. Hana t hen went  on t o t he Pasadena J un i o r  Co l l ege u n t i l  t he 

summer  o f  1941 when she compl et ed t he 14t h g ade wi t h an «. A . 

degr ee. She at t ended t  te J apanes e l anguage schoo l  i n Pas adena f o r  

s ev er al  year s but  she was not  sur e of  t he exac t  nunber  of  y ear s . 

She hel ped her  dad o f f  and on i n h i s Pas adena s t or e a f t e r  r eac hi ng 

t he a e o f  16. &he di d i t  ado at  f u l l  t i me f r om J une u n t i l  De-

cember , 1941, wi t hout  pay and t hen she as appo i nt ed t o t he c i v i l  

s er v i c e as a j un i o r  s t enogr apher  s ho r t l y a f t e r  t he out br eak o f  t he 

war . She hel d t h i s j ob unt i l  Har c h, 1G 42, 

Her  f ami l y was evacuat ed wi t h her  t o '¿ul ar e on * 'ay 12, 1942 

and on August  30, 1 42, t hey wer e sent  t o Ci i l a r e l o c at i o n c ent er . 

I n Tul ar e xsi ac Hana wor ked as a t  p i s t  f o r  about  a moat h f o r  12 

a mont h. Gi l a she wor ked 2 mont hs as a cl evz f o r  10 a mont h. 

Hana r es et t l ed t o Chl ca & on December  28, 1942. ¿¿er  f i r s t  j ob was 

a c l er k f o r  t he Met hodi s t  P ub l i s h i ng Co . at  90 a mont h. She hel d 

t h i s j ob f r om J anuar y , 1943 u n t i l  J une. I n J u l y , 1943, she changed 
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her  j ob t o r - oCl ur ŝ Co. wher e she has b en empl oyed up to dat e as 

an o r der  p i c k er  f or  120 a mont h. 

Hana has made seven hous i ng movement s s i nc e her  ar r i v a l  i n 

t h i s c i t y . She r emai ned wi t h a f r i end on Kenwood ¿ v e. f o r  one 

wee a f t e ar  i v i  i g i n Chi c ago . 1 he i  she moved i n wi t h anot her  

f r i end f o r  ano t her  week . One J anuar y 10, 1945, she moved i t h 8 

i r l  f r i ends i nt o an apar t ment  on l m t̂ . wher e she r emai ned f o r  

a mont h. On i ?eb. 10, she moved i nt o an apar t ment  on Hush S t . wi t h 

CE- 39. Lhe r emai ned i n t h i s apar t  l ent  u n t i l  Sep t . 10, 1041 , when 

she moved t o E r i e f  t . wi t h 2 o t her  g i r l  f r i en ds . I n F ebr uar y , 

1944, she moved back t o Hush S t . wi t h CH- S9 and r emai ned f or  t wo 

week s . I n Mar ch she moved t o Dear bo r n - t . wi t h C¡,- 25 wher e she i s 

l i v i ng at  t he pr es ent  t i me, - he expec t s t o be mar r i ed at  t he end 

of  t h i s mont h (May, 1 4̂4) so t hat  she i s now l o o k i n f o r  o t her  

ho us i n accommodat i ons . 

I n per s o nal i t y l i ana t ends t o be r at her  r e; er ved so t hat  i t  

was l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t  t o dr aw her  out  f u l l y u n t i l  t he l a t t er  i n-

t er v i ew. One o f  t he o i n t s whi c h she s t r es s ed s t r ongl y w s t hat  

s di d not  have any J apanes e c u l t ur al  i n f l uenc es upon her . How-

ever  her  l i f e s t o r y woul d I nd i e* t o o t her wi s e. Hana ppar e t l y 

des i r es t o d i s as s o c i at e h er s e l f  f r om a l l  as pec t  of  t he J ap a e e 

i nf l uenc s and s e i s s i nc er e i n her  be l i e f  t hat  t hese t h i n s do 

not  a f f ec t  her  any l o nger . However , i n her  nar r i a e p l ans she has 

o n© t hr ough t he r egul ar  J apanes e c u l t ur al  sys t em, v i t h o d i f i c a -

t i o ns . A l t ho t he Pasadena n i s ei  h d many c ont ac t s wi t h Cauc as i ans 

i n t he pr e- evacuat i on per i o d, i t  seems t hat  t hey l ed mor e or  l es s 

of  a s egr e at ed sor t  o f  l i f e i n t he J apanes e communi t y . 

Hel en i s about  5 f t . 2 i n . and she wei ghs ar ound 120 pounds . 



- 3-

She i s r ound- f aced i n h r  phy s i c al  f eat u r es . does not  have many 

f ec i a l  expr es s i o ns a l t ho i t  may be t hat  she as s l i  ;ht l y t ense 

dur i ng t he i n t er v i ew. How v er , her  pr es ent  r oom- mat © s t at ed t hat  

Hana was a r es er v ed per son and o f t en qui t e moody. S'- e s t at ed t hat  

Hana had l ot  r ea l l y devel oped u n t i l  her  r ec ent  r omance whi c h i s 

c ul mi nat i ng i n mar r i age. She t ends t o be c ons er v at i v e i n her  

p o l i t i c a l  t h i nk i n al t ho she admi t s t hat  t h i s i s one o f  her  l es s er  

i n t e r es t s , ¡¿he i s f a i r l y we l l  ead but  most  o f  her  r eadi n i s 

r ec ent  f i c t i o n , she def i n i t e l y admi t t ed t 'i at  she s uf f er ed f r om 

f ee l i n s o f  i  f e r i o r i t y and t hat  t her e wer e many t i mes t hat  she 

had sympat het i c at t i t udes t owar d t i e J apanes e, a l t ho not  neeessar -

i l y J apan. Many o f  her  a t t i t udes ar e based upon b i t t er nes s , 

emot i onal  c n f us i o n , and et c . However , she her  devel oped i n her  

pe s o nal i t y g r eat l y dur i ng t he pas t  coupl e o f  mont hs and her  f o r t h-

comi ng mar r i age may hove been an i mpor t ant  f ac t o r  i n t h i s . 1 ana 

i s r at her  shy so t hat  i t  . a s qui t  an ef f o r t  f o r  'er  t o expr es s 

her  r eal  f ee l i ngs on - oer t ai n t opi c s she t al k ed qu i t e f  eel y when 

i t  d i d not  t ouc h on her  per s onal  l i f e . The i n t er v i ews ria � h? ve 

been mo ve s uc c es s f u l  and mor e det a i l ed i f  t he i n t er v i ewer  had spent  
es t ab l i s h i ng 

l or e t i me on t Mxml i s$±vx r appo r t . However , t her e was a l i mi t at i o n 

o f  t i me so t hat  t he emphas i s was pl uced upon t he mai n s ec t i o ns of  

t he ques t i o nnai r e. 

l i ana's s t or y f o l l o ws i n d e t a i l : 

" I  guess my f at her  f i r s t  came t o t h i s c ount r y ar ound 18 r 8. 

He come t o Ui n F r anc i s c o f i r s t  f r om t he Yamanashi  Ken. He never  

s ai d t o me why he c. me ov er  her e. I  t h i nk t hat  i t  was por  t l y f o r  

bus i nes s r eas n , l ie went  ba&k and f o r t h bet ween umer i  a i n h i s 

t  ade wor k bef o r e he was a r r i ed . He mar r i ed y ' o t her  i n J apan 
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and t hen carne back t o es t abl i s h bus i nes s co meet  i o ns her e. He 

c a l l ed f o r  my mot her  i n l n 17 . He was i n wi t h a gr oup o f  men who 

s t ar t ed t he Tama t o I mpor t i n ¿ r t  Goods company. ITy mot her  hel ped 

hi m f or  a whi l e un t i l  t he f i r s t  c h i l d was b o n . I  had an o l der  

s i s t er  but  she di ed du r i n t he Spani s h f l u ép i démi e. 

"A f t e r  a f ew yea s t he Yamat o 0Oe d i s s o l v ed and t he f h i ozawa 

br o t her s bought  i t  out . Ther e wer e f o ur  of  t  ese br o t her  and 

dad oper at ed t he br anc h s t o r e i n P as adena. Ther e was ano t her  s t o r e 

i n Los á ngel es and my unc l e ./as t he mana er  o f  t  t  one. Dad moved 

t he f ami l y t o Pasadena a out  1920 and he was oper at i ng t hi , s t o r e 

un t i l  t he war  br oke out . The f ami l y c o ns i s t ed o f  my o l der  br ot her  

and me wi t h my par ent s . Dad ma a l  ays good t o my br o t her  and me 

a >d I  a l  ays got  a l o ne wel l  i t h hi m. He as us ual l y j o l l y but  at  

t i mes he seemed much t oo s t r i c t  f o r  me, es pec i a l l y i n égar ds t o 

Coi n?, out  on dat es . He ev er  r age any r e sonr  bec aus e i t  was ex-

pect  d t hat  1 obey a l l  h i s i ns t r uc t i o ns wi t hout  ques t i o n i ng. That  

was t he way I  was br ought  up . «s 1 got  o l der  dad l et  me t  ke par t  

i n some o f  t he i mpor t ant  dec i s i o ns whi c h af f ec t ed me. He al ways 

t hought  t hat  my br o t her  was r i ght  as he was a boy and c ons i der ed 

mor e i mpor t  nt  t han a g i r l , tuy mot her  was a l  ay s wel l  t o me. 

Che al ways t r us t ed l y br o t her  and me i n ever y t hi ng we di d and we 

c o u l dn ' t  do any t hi ng t o hur t  her  so ;/e al ways di d t he r i ght  t h i ng 

about  ev er y t h i ng. Mot her  ivas ver y r e; s onabl e when i t  c me t o 

t hi ngs whi c h a f f ec t ed us and she t r i ed t o ma e us devel op a f ee -

i ng o f  i ndependenc e, - he never  gave ie ver y much or  t he J apanese 

c u l t ur a l  t r ad i t i o ns . 

"Ther e i s n ' t  t oo much t hat  1 can r eme i ber  of  my c hi l dhood 

l i f e . e al ways at e a mi xed di et  of  J apane e and er i c an f ood at  



home. We c el ebr a ed Xmae a i d Thank s gi v i ng - »nor l oan st  l e but  Haw 

year s was s r i c t l y a J apanes e c el ebr at i o n i n our  f ami l y and we had 

a l l  t he J apanes e cust oms as s o c i at ed wi t h t  t  o c c as i o n . ! 'a*oh Z> 

was ano t her  J apanes e f es t i v a l  day whi c h I  l ooked f or war d t o . I t  

was Do l l ' s ¿>ay and my mot her  al way s br ought  out  t he net  o f  do l l s 

f o r  me. e spoke J apanes e at  home a l l  t he t i me but  1 us ed Engl i s h 

wi t h my dad oc c as i  na l l y s i nc e he used i t  i n t  e s t o r e. *'y unc l e 

w-  s l i v i n g wi t h us and he c oul d s peak a l i t t l e Engl i s h a l s o . 

VDad was not  t oo ac t i v e i n t he J apanes e co r un i t y i n t he f ew 

year s bef or e t he a r , /hen he f i r s t  went  t o F as ade a he hel ped t o 

bu i l d t he J apanese assoc i a t i o n h a l l , - s mor e J ap ne; e ca e i nt o 

t own, dad s t epped i nt o t he backgr ound as most  o f  t he J apanese 

bus i nes s men wer e Buddhi s t . Dad spent  mo e o f  h i s t i me t ak i ng a 

par t  o f  t he ac t i v i t i e s o f  t he J apanese Chr i s t i an c hur c h. He al s o 

bel onged t o t he hak u j i n Pasadena Chanber  of  Co mor oe and he was 

one of  t he f ew J apanese i n i t . One o f  h i s hobbl es was c o l l ec t i ng 

r ar e J apanese p r i n t s and he had a l l  of  h i s Amer i can f r i ends and 

cust omer s come over  t o t he house t o l ook and admi r e t hem occa-

s i o na l l y . 

"Up t hr ough 192  ̂ my f at her  us ed t o go back t o J apan and Chi na 

ever y o t her  y ear  t o buy mer c handi s e. He never  t ook any o f  t he 

f  mi l y wi t h hi  i . I n l ObO my mot her  t ook my br o t her  and me t o 

J apan and we s t ay ed f o r  3 mont hs becouse my ¡o t her 's f at her  had 

passed away and mot her  ad gone bac k f o r  t he f uner a l  o bs er v at i o ns . 

.Af t er  t hat  my par ent s had no i n t ent i o ns o f  ev er  go i ng back t o 

J apan t o I ' v e per ma i  nt l y as f a r  as x know, al t ho I  suppose t hey 

want e t o go back t her o t o r et i r e ev ent ual l y . 

''Our  f ami l y had an av er age s t andi ng i n t he J apanese oo i muni t  / 
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o f  Pas adena and my par ent s had a l o t  oi* f r i en ds among t he J apan-

es e, I t  was onl y i n bus i ness thi  t  my r at her  h; d connec t i ons wi t h 

t he hal oi j i n and ost  o f  t he s o c i a l  l i f e was i n t he J apanese oo -

muni t y . * s f ar  ar: I  can r emember  my mot her  was al ways wi l l i n g t o 

hel p ne wi t h t h i ngs and she encour aged me t o devel op r es ons i bi -

l i t i e s of  my own. -  e was n ' t  t oo s t r i c t , wi t h me al t ho t her e wer e 

c er t a i n t h i n s t hat  I  had t o obey . 

"Dad want ed t o l i v e i n Amer i ca most  o f  a l l  but  he never  coul d 

get  away f o r  t he f ee l i ng of  J apan whet her  h was r i ght  or  wr onf t . 

He knew t hat  t her e wer e c er t a i n beaut i f u l  t h i ngs about  J apan be-

cause he had seen t hem 01 h i s t r i ps and he used t o t e l l  us about  

i t . He f e l t  t hat  ar  coul d never  des t r oy t hes e beaut i f u l  t h i n s 

and he bel i ev ed t hat  i t  was t he mi l i t ar y f o r c es i n J apan whi ch 

made i t  ugl y f o r  a l l  of  t he common peo p l e. I t  was h i s be l i e f  t hat  

i t  was po s s i b l e f or  J apan t o have democr acy and t he J apanese 

peopl e voul d be happ i er  under  such a sys t em. At  t he same t i me, he 

bel i ev ed i n t  ie d i v i a i t y o f  t he Emper or  and t hat  t he J apanes e wer e 

a s pec i al  r ac e. He a l s o bel i ev ed the t  a man was s uper i o r  t o a 

woman and ot her  t h i ngs l i k e t hat . Dad was never  ab&e t o get  

c i t i z ens h i p her e because o f  t he l aws and t  a t ' s why he j us t  

ac c ept ed t he f ac t  t hat  h i s count r y was J apan, even t hough he was 

maki ng a good bus i nes s over  her e. 

" I t  seemed l i k e when we wer e c h i l d r en , my f o l k s d i dn*t  get  

al ong t oo we l l . The ar gument s wer e most l y about  f i nanc i a l  wo r r i es . 

L at er  on t her e wer e ar gument s about  *het V>r  I  shoul d be al l owed t o 

s t ay out  l a t e on dat es and t hi ngs l i k e t hat . 'y f at her  di d not  

l i k e us t o go out  wi t h j us t  anybody as he was par t i c u l ar  o f  our  

f r i ends . He a ! ays f e l t  - that  we came f r om a bet t er  c l as s t  mn a 
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l o t  of  J apanese and I  be l i ev e i t  Tor  a l one t i n e . T"hen I  cot  

o l der  I  r ea l i z ed t i at i  was t he i nd i v i dua l  whi ch count ed t he 

os t  and t he f ami l y heck r ound di d not  mi ce any d i f f e r en c e . Dad 

woul d never  ac c ept  t h i s and he woul d t e l l  us about  what  a f ood 

cf cass o f  s o c i et y he came f r om i n J apan. l ie a l  ays t o l d us t hat  

h i s c o us i n was a phy s i c i an i n t he I mper i al  Househo l d and t hat  

gr andf at her  was a mayor  o f  one o f  t he smal l  c i t i e s i n h i s pr o v i nc e. 

A l l  o i  t hi s ! de dad t hi nk t hat  he was pr et t y good and he want ed 

us t o f ee l  t he same ay. 

"Dad d i d n ' t  come t o t hi s count r y l i k e most  o f  t he o t her  i mmi -

gr ant s . He f i n i s h ed hi  h s c hoo l  bef o r e he came and he as not  a 

poor  i mmi gr ant . He was wel l  r ead and he got  most  o f  hi : v i ews 

f r om t he J apanes e and Eng l i s h news paper s . He al Kways l i s t ened t o 

t he r adl ; news as he was i n t er es t ed i n i n t er nat i o al  p o l i t i e s as 

i t  had an al ' ec t  on h i s bus i nes s . 

/ " Wh e n I  f i r s t  went  t o t he publ i c s c ho o l , I  was on t he shy 

r i de and not  t oo smar t . I n { ramraar  sc 100I  I  pa l l ed ar ound wi t h 

J apanes e, Ch i &ene, Cauc as i an and co l or ed k i ds and I  d i dn ' t  know 

t he d i f f er enc e as r ac e di d not  nut t er  wi t h u s . I  was n ' t  c ons c i ous 

of  t he f ac t  t hat  I  was d i f f  r ent  u n t i l  I  went  t o j un i o r  h i gh 

s c hoo l . I  was pr oud o f  t he f ac t  t hat  I  was J apanes e and I  was 

l appy t o s t udy about  J apan. I  had gone t her e when I  was 8 y ear s 

o l d so I  knew a l i t t  e o f  i t . And t h a t ' s why I  want ed t o s t udy 

mor e of  t he c ount r y 1 had seen onc e. 

v hen I  went  t o j un i o r  h i  h s c hoo l  I  i et  anot her  J apanes e i r l  

a y ear  o l der  t han I . We used t o have our  i 'i  h t s but  she t ur ned 

out  t o be a l i f e - I o n : f r i end o f  mi ne. I  had Cauc as i an f r i ends as 

wel l  as n i s ei  f r i ends i n s c hoo l . But  s o c i a l l y my l i f e was amon � 
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t he n i s e i  en t i r e l y a l t ho I  di d my schoo l  wor k wi t h Cauc as i a i  pl ay-

mat es o c c as i o na l l y , I  hel d v ar i o us o f f i o es i n r ay homer oom c l as s 

bat  I  was t oo shy t o be ac t i v e . I  s t udi ed most  of  t he t i ne and I  

not-  i nt o t he schoo l  honor  s o c i et y f o r  whi c h I  was gi v e a s o l d 

p i n , I  was i n t h i s honor  s oc i et y f o r  8 semes t er s and I  al ways 

s t udi ed har d t o nak e i t , 

"About  .t hi s t i me i n my l i f e , t he Y Cj  s t ar t ed t o Gi v e swi m-

mi ng l es s o ns f o r  n i s e i  i r i s and t h t  has been ny mai n r ec r eat i o nal  

i n t er es t  s i nc e t h e n I  a l s o made a s t ab at  t enni s but  I  was n ' t  so 

good i n t hat . Our  f ami l y had a t r ad i t i o n of  dr i v i ng t o t he beach 

ever y f  undi  y f o r  an o ut i ng and f o r  y ear s t h t  was a gr eat  event  

f or  u s , y dad had an aut omobi l e and he t ook us a l l  over  t he 

s t at e dur i ng t he summer  t i me t o see t he v ar i o us s o eni c s po t s . **y 

mot her  al way s want ed hi m t o dr i ve t owar ds t h© mount ai ns bec ause 

i t  r emi nded her  o f  J apan, 

( "̂I f y f ami l y was wel l  o f f  i n compar i son wi t h o t her  J apanes e 

f ami l i es , Dad had a v er y good bus i nes s so t hat  we l i v ed comf or t -

ab l y . Our  house was s t r i c t l y Amer i can s t y l  and we d i dn ' t  have 

any p i c t ur es o f  t he ¿¡taper  or  on t he v .al l , My mot her  t r i ed t o adopt  

t he er i c an way o f  l i v i ng as much as po s s i b l e as she was r es i gned 

t o s t ay i ng her e f o r  nany y ai *s, "e di d have a f ey J apanes e ar t  

obj ec t s ar ound t he house whi ch dad br ought  back f r om J apan, Our  

home was n i c e l y f ur n i s hed and we had a l l  o f  t he l at ent  e l ec t r i c a l  

oonven*i enc es . ĵ  I  even had a compl et e bedr oom set  o f  my o n by t he 

t i me I  was 21, Our  home w s r ea l l y an apar t ment  whi ch was r ent ed 

i n a bu i l d i ng noar  t he J apanes e communi t y, but  Mex i c an, co l or ed 

and hak u j i n a l s o l i v ed ar ound us , Our  s t andar d of  l i v i ng was 

dei 'i  l i t el y abov t he aver age J apanes e f ami l i es as a l o t  o f  t hem 



had t o wor k i n domest i c and gar deni n, wor k , 

f j  I n 1957 I  s t ar t ed t o at t end t he Pas adena j un i o r  c o l l ege. I  

al ways went  t o s c ' o o l  i n a c ar  wi t h a g i r l  f r i end and my br o t her . 

I  got  v er y ;ood gr ades t he f i r s t  semes t er  I  as t  e r e . I t  was f un 

because a l l  of  t he o t her  j un i o r  h i gh s choo l  s t udent s f r ora a l l  over  

t he c i t y came t o t he one p l ac e . We had a l o t  of  c l ub s o c i a l s 

among our  n i s e i  r oups , I  had a de f i n i t e c i r c l e of  f r i en ds t hat  I  

s t uck t o a l l  t he way t hr ough s c ho o l . e had about  5 n i s e i  f e l l o s 

and 3 g i r l s i n our  gr oup and we wer e r ea l l y c l i q u i s h . One of  

t hes e g i r l s had a r ea l  n i c e home so t hat  we had par t i es and d-  no-

i ng t her e J  

^A t  f i r s t  my dad obj ec t ed s t r enuous l y t o my go i ng t o danc es 

but  my mot her  t hought  i t  ¿7as okay s i nc e ny br o t her  was al  a s 

near  t o l o o k a l t e r  e and she s ai d t hat  o t her  n i s e i  g i r l s f r om 

ni c e f ami l i es i n our  c l as s wer e al l owed t o go . That  s a t i s f i ed my 

f at her  so t hat  he d i d n ' t  r a i s e any mor e o bj ec t i o n a f t er  t h a t . I  

was about  15 y ear s o f  age at  t h t  t i me. i L̂ at er  on our  gr oup bggan 

t o br eak up and go our  own way except  f o r  one c l os e g i r l  r i end 

t hat  I  s t ar t ed out  , i t h by t al ci ng a c o l l ege pr epa; at or y c o ur s e. 

L at er  on I  s wi t c hed t o a bus i nes s cour se a f t e r  I  f i n i s hed t he 12t h 

gr ade. I  made t he honor  s oc i et y a cou l e of  t i me i n J . C . but  I  

was n ' t  as smar t  as i n j un i o r  h i gh s c ho o l . ]  

£"*7hen I  got  t o be about  18 o r  19, my f ami l y d i d n ' t  go t o t he 

beach so uc h any mor e so my f r i ends and I  voul d go i n a c ar  and 

we woul d have a l o of  f un . ô i et i  ;es we even went  down t o t he 

beach i n December  i f  i t  i  a war m enough. I  d i dn ' t  bel ong t o any 

c l ubs at  J . C . except  f o r  t he T r i p l e »j t . j  d i dn ' t  mi x t oo much 

wi t h t he ot her  n i s e i  as we a l l  s t ayed i n our  own gr o up . I  t hought  
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t ha soae of  t he n i s e i  ; t  school  wer e on t he l oud s i de and t hat  

d i d n ' t  i mpr ess t he hak u j i n s t udent s so we l l T j  

"A l l  t hr ough c hi l dhood I  went  t o t he J apanese Chr i s t i an chur ch 

hut  as I  got  o l der  my at t endanc e got  l es s and l es s b r i e f e r . I  was 

a gr eat  l ov er  o f  t he movi es and I  al ways t  i ed t o see a l l  of  t he 

p i c t ur es t hat  came t o t own. Our  who l e f ami l y l i k ed shows and we 

o f t en went  t oget her . My mot her  had t he most  t r oubl e i n under s t and-

i ng t he Amer i c an p i c t ur es and she pr ef er r ed t o go t o t he J apanes e 

show. I  d i dn ' t  l i k": t he J apanes e p i c t ur es whi ch wer e sponsor ed by 

t he l anguage school s but  some o f  t hem wer e pr et t y good and I  

l ear ned somet hi ng about  J apan t hr ough t hes e shows . 

br o t her  and I  bo t h det es t ed go i i g t o t he J apanese l an * 

gua e sc o o l . 1 d i d n ' t  want  t o l ear n J apanes e at  a l l  bec ause i t  

was so bor  some. They t aught  us by sound and t he t eac her s had no 

met hod i n t he way t hey i ns t r uc t ed us . ¿ v er y y ar  t he so1 oo l  spon-

sor ed a 'gak ugei - k ai t  (s c hoo l  r ec i t at i o n and t al ent  s ho w) , l e a l l  

had t o get  up i n f r o nt  of  t he audi enc e nd per f or m f o r  t he par ent s 

t o shov. what  we >ad a compi l e hod dur i n t he y e a r . ^" e had t o si n* , 

\ '� a 

dance and r ec i t e and I  hat ed hat , bec aus e I  was t er r o r  s t r i c k en 

t o i t  ce an audi enc e a l l  a l o n e . / 7 

"The J apanese t eac e r  was v er y s r i et  and he war  pur e J apan-

ese t o t he c o r e. He demanded d i s c i p l i n e f r om us and he never  

admi t t ed a mi s t ak e. He made us si n;;; t he J apanes e ant hem ever y 

t i me bef o r e t he ; c ool  s t ar t ed and de - anded t hat  we r es pec t  ever y-

t h i ng J apanes e. He t hought  t hat  boy - gi r l  r e l a t i o ns h i ps wer e 

s t r i c t l y t aboo and we wer  f o r bi dden t o t a l k t o t he o t her  s ex . 

T h i s t eac her  woul d t e l l  us a l l  about  'Yamat o dar aashi i ' and t hat  

t her e was no gr eat  c ount r y or  peopl e l i k e J apan. I t  woul d a l l  o 
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i nt o one ear  anfi  out  t he ot her  as f a r  as I  was concer ned* 

" I t  woul d par t i c u l ar l y i r r i t a t e t he J apanes e t eac her  when .we 

began t o doubt  sorte of  t he t h i ngs he t o l d us about  J apan, and t hat  

everyone was des c endant  f r om a god. Once a ni sei  boy s ai d 'Oh , 

heck* dur i ng one of  t hes e l ec t ur es and t he J apanese t eac her  got  

f ur i o us because he s a i d t hat  t he boy had i ns ul t ed t he Emper or  so 

he h i t  h i  i  vvi th a y ar ds t i c i n or der  t o t each hi m r es pec t . The 

J apanes e schoo l  al s o t aur ht  us t hat  we s houxl d al ways have f i l i a l  

obedi enc e because t hat  was our  gr eat es t  dut y . The t eac her  s a i d 

t hat  our  par ent s shoul d al ways be r es pec t ed and we shoul d never  

douRht  t hem i n a n y t h i n g .  ̂ He t aught  Us t hat  t he Emper or  v:as a 

des c endant  of  t he sun goddess and we wer e a l l  h i s des c endant s so 

we had t o r es pec t  e l l  o f  our  e l der s . He . a i d t he r eas on why t he 

J an.'nese want ed t o be bur i ed i n J apan was because t he ot her  f ami l y 

'en1 er s woul d pay r es pec t  tfr  i t . 1'e a l s o t aught  us some of  t he 

ot her  J ap nese c u l t ur al  t h i n &s  ̂

"At  t hat  t i me I  ./as so youn t hat  i  di t  n ' t  ques t i on any t h i n . 

i t  was a l l  / o ne i mmedi at el y a f t e r  I  l e f t  t he c l as s r oom. I  onl y 

went  t o t he l anguage schoo l  on ¿ at u :day s f r om 9 t o : o ' c l o c k i n 

t he af t er no o n and I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t h i s because I  want ed t o *.:o out  

and pl ay l i k e t he o t her  k i d* .«¿ T̂he l angua e s choo l  woul d send a 

bus a f t e r  us and br i ng us home. ver y o t her  week we had t o t ake 

t ur ns t o c l ean up t he s c ho o l . � y mot her  had t o pay so much a 

mont h f o r  us t o at t end t hat  . c hoo l . I t  was sponsor ed by t he 

J a nese as s o c i at i o n and t he t eac her s mos t l y came f r om J ap; i  a l t ho 

a f ( o f  t  lem er e i s s e i  women f r om our  t own. Tos t  of  t he peopl e 

who went  t o t hat  so l ool  wer e Buddhi s t s as t he J apanes e as s o c i a t i o n 

was c ont r o l l ed by t he Buddhi s t  i s s e i . 
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nEmper o r 's Day was al ways a bi g event  at  t he l anguage s c hoo l  

and we had t o have a c el ebr at i o n t o pay our  r es pec t  t o hi m. "e 

woul d s i ng t he J apaaas e ant  lera t o hi m and bow i n a humbl e way . 

.Af t er  t hat  t he t e c her  woul d gi ve I o ns s peec hes t h t  I  d i d n ' t  un-

der s t and. V/hen t h i s was a l l  over  t hey woul d have a l o t  of  ent er -

t ai nment . ¿he l anguage schoo l  a l s o sponsor ed J apanes e movi es t o 

r a i s e i oney and a l o t  of  t he aovi es wer e a l o t  o.. samur ai  s t u f f . 

1 went  t o t h l anguage schoo l  f or  4 or  5 y ear s ami  I  never  d i d 

l i k e i t . Vy mot her  di d not  obj ec t  as she di d not  l i k e t he t eac her  

e i t h e r . 1 j us t  knew how t o wr i t e k at a- k ana, t he s i np l e f or m of  

J apanes e. I  can wr i t e t h i s t o my mot her  and she wr i t es i t  t o me. 

'Ther e was no compar i son wi t h t he publ i c school  whi c h I  l i k ed 

t o at t end. I  f e l t  much mor r  l i k e a human bei ng when 1 ¡vent  t o t he 

r cg l ap s c hoo l . These s c hoo l  days wer e t he best  &f  a l l  and I  l ook 

back on i t  as a ver y ha py exper i eno e, Ĵ / * f  er  I  f i n i s hed hi , h 

schoo l  I  s t ay ed on i n t he J uni o r  c o l l ege s ec t i o n and maj or ed i n 

a bus i nes s c our s e. I n 1941, I  gr aduat ed f r om t he Pasadena j un :o r  

c o l l ege  ̂ J us t  about  t hat  t i me my c o us i n sugges t ed t hat  I  t r y out  

- for  t he s t at e c i v i l  s er v i c e t es t  so I  br gan t o t ak e a l o t  of  t hese 

exami nat i ons wh i l e I  h e p e d y f a t her  i n hi -  s t o r e at  t he same 

t i me. I  d i dn ' t  /j et  a i  a poi nt ment  un t i l  a f t er  t he war  s t ar t ed and 

t hen I  got  about  7 o f f er s r r om t he c o j n t y . i t  v as a l l  t empor ar y 

a po nt nent ; bec ause t he-  d i dn ' t  want  t o t ake any n i s e i  on a 

per manent  bas i s . I  d i dn ' t  t ake any f eder a l  t es t s bef o r e t he war . 

'.Af t er  my gr aduat i on f r om j un i o r  c o l l ege, I  want ed t o l o a f  

ar ound f o r  a wh i l e and t hen go i nt o c i v i l  s er v i c e. *y mot her  en-

cour ar ed me i n t hi s but  she t hought  t hat  t he oh anc es wer  v er y 

s l i m, khe t o l d me about  t he d i s c r i mi nat i o n t hat  o t her  n i s e i  wer e 
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f ac i n g . d i dn ' t  bel i ev e t hi s t oo much as X had not  f ac ed any of  

i t  my s el f , j P l  had no p l ans of  go i ng t o t o schoo l  bec aus e of  t he 

l ac k of  f i nanc es i n oar  f ami l y b t hat  t i  o . Ther e was a t o ue 

pl an i n my mi nd of  . o i ng t o c o l l ege agai n a l i t t l e l a t er  o n , I  

was wa i t i ng f o r  my - i r l  f r i end t o gr aduat e f r om J . C . an we wer e 

f i r mi n g t o so back eas t  j us t  t o see what  t he oh©i ces w ul d be . 

I t  was about  t h i s t i me t hat  1 f i r s t  began t o r ea l i z e what  a har d 

t i me t he n i s ei  had i n get t i ng a decent  j o b . The onl y t h i ngs a 

n i s e i  c oul d do \ mr  f r u i t  s t and, dc es t i c , or  an o f f i c e j o ¿or  a 

J apanese c onc er n. I t  was exc ept i o nal  f o r  a n i s ei  t o :et  i nt o a 

hal t uj i n f i r m ant  t he onl y p l ac e v/her e r ac e and pr ej udi c e di d not  

ent er  t oo much was i n c i v i l  s er v i c e. The o t her  n i s e i  g i r l s wer e 

do i ng a l l  s o r t s of  od: j obs a f t e r  t hey f i n i s h ed s c ho o l , most l y 

domes t i c , and i t  as a pr et t y l i mi t ed l i f e wher e t hey wer e not  

get t i ng any p l ac e at  a l l . 

br o t her  knew a co l or ed nan who was a ver y good f r i end of  

h i s . Th i s man ..as i n t er es t ed i n ar t  and l i t e r a t u r e . l i e used t o 

hel p t he n i s e i  oun i  peop l e»s s o c i et y i n ohur c:i  t o pr oduce a p l ay 

each y ear  and i t  r ea l l y was a s uc c es s , - he see v ent s t  ought  out  a 

l o t  o f  hi dden n i s ei  t al ent  ana i t  s - owed t hat  n i s e i  coul d do t h i ngs 

i f  t hey had h a l f  a c hr nc e. Most  of  t he n i s e i  wer e youn and l i k e 

me t i e. ' wer  onl y i nt er es t ed i n dances and a s er i ous of  par t i  s . 

I  had a f ew ha :u j i n f r i  nds , a c o l o r ed f r i end and a l l  t he r e; t  

wer e n i s e i . I t  was j us t  t aken f or  £ ant ed t hat  we wer e l i v i ng a 

pr et  :y good l i f e i f  we got  t o see t he l at es t  shows and had our  bi . 

danc es o c c as i o na l l y . 

, f I  was s t i l l  r a t i e r  baccua d i n my devel opment  so I  d i dn ' t  go 

out  s o c i a l l y wi t  i  t oo âny o f  t he boys . I  never  »- id l i k e t o go t o 



pl ac es wher e t oo bi g oi ' a n i s e i  c r oup was gr  t he cd t o get her . I  

nev er  f e l t  at  ee.96 a i on 3 t he ni f sei . i t  s er,eel  "- hat  t hey al ways 

wai t ed t o f i nd i au l t  wi t h o t her  nisejJ  $hey ar e t oo su e i f i c i a l  

and t hey wer e onl y i n t er es t ed i i  ' he most  obv i ous t h i ngs and. t hey 

wer e t oo l i mi t ed i n t h e i r  t hl nki n-  � I  t hought  t hey wer  ; t oo nar -

r ow mi nded. I  t r i ed t o be i nd i f f e r en t  t o t hen exc ept  f o r  <y c l os e 

f r i en ds . 

? I  di d be I on t o t he Pasade »a ¿ i  v i e J - ea- ;.ie bef o r e i t  became 

a XACL c hapt er , I  was i n i t  f o r  a y ear  but  I  was an i nac t i v e 

member . I  onl y j o i ned i t  because I  f e l t  i t  coul d do somet hi ng t o 

hel p t he n i s e i  &et  j obs and t o get  t he hak u j i n t o h- ve a bet t er  

under s t andi ng o f  us . - he Ci v i c l eague d i d a pr et t y good j ob .i n 

publ i c r e l a t i o ns wor k i n Pssadena and a number  of  i n f l u en t i a l  

�i ?asadenans came t o t he meet i ngs and t hey wer e member s of  t he boar d. 

henever  a n i s e i  ./as dr af t ed , t he î v i c êar ue had t he Amer i can 

L egi on come down and g i v e pep t a l k and i t  ar r anged f o r  t he whol e 

J apanese communi t y t o g i v e t he boy a send- of f  at  t he s t a t i o n . 

f I  was una /ar e of  t he br ewi ng i n t er nat i o na l  c o mpl i c at i o ns . 

Dur i ng t he su: .¡er and f a l l  o f  1941 fny dad was gr eat l y wo r r i ed about  

hi s bus i nes s bee a .se of  1 .he 9 freeze9 but  I  was n ' t  t oo i n t er es t ©! i n 

t hat . D d kept  l opi ng t - at  so ißt  hi ng woul d be done and t her e w >ul d 

be no mor e. I  J us t  l aughed at  hi m ./hen he s a i d t her e was a os s i -

b i i i t y t  ¡at  a war  woul d come i n t he near  f u t ur e. Dad bought  most  

o f  h i s %o ds f r om J  pan and Chi na and he c o u l dn ' t  get  any mor e 

a f t e r  t he cowi mer oi al  t r eat y br oken» He s t i l l  was ab l e t o get  

goods f r om hi na but  t he J apan mar ket  was en t i r e l y c l o s ed. Dad 

had a l o t  or  Chi nese f r i ends i n t he same bus i nes s and t he/ di d not  

t ur n on hi m even a f t e r  t he war  was s t ar t ed. They t o l d hi m t hat  i t  



- 15-

was j us t  c i r c ums t anc es beyond h i s cont r < 1 end t hat  t hei r  po i t i o n 

coul d v r y eas i l y r ev er s ed. 

"By t h i s t i me my br o t her  was hel p i ng wi t h or t  o f  t he buy i ng 

f o r  t he s t o r e . He had a l i v ab l e per s o nal i t y sc t hat  he ;i ad© a l o t  

o f  f r i e i ds among t he h, c u j i n . Dad d n har d t i me i n h i s ur i nes s 

dur i ng t he depr es s i on and t he out br eak ol  t he J ; p.-  i - Chi na wa af t er  

1937 nade h i s bus i nes s dr op because o f  t he gener al  bo y c o t t . Come 

of  t he oust  oner s ..oul d r ef us e t o t r ade wi t h us when t hey f ound 

t hat  i t  was a J apanes e s t o r e. 2y f at her  had t housands or  d o He r s 

wor t h of  goods ¿.;to ed i  i  t ho war ehous e "bef or e t he �f r eeze* went  

i nt o ef f ec t  so t hat  he hoped t o keep go i ng f o r  a wh i l e . I t  was 

f o r t unat e t hat  a l o t  o f  h i s bu s i  nest  was on cost ume j ewel r y and 

t  ./as domest i c and dad hoped t het  l o t s o f  p r o f i t  woul d cone f r om 

t hat . He had a l o t  of  n i s e i  o r i en t a l  j ewel r y i n st oc..: a l s o and 

he was wor  i ed t hat  i t  mi ght  be s ei zed i n t he event  of  s er i o us 

t r oubl e bet ween J apan and t he Uni t ed s t a t es . 

"As t he wi nt er  of  1941 came on, s a l es dr opped o f f  at  t he 

s t o r e. T h i s was t he per i o d ¿hen dad has h i s & eat e t  wo r r i es ana 

he pr ayed t hat  P r i nc e Konoye wou.Iv be abl e t o r at ke peac e v. i t h t he 

7n i t ed - at  s . He f o l l o w : d a l l  o f  t he l ews i n t he newspaper s and 

on t he r adi o and he t hought  sur e t hat  *<o var a and &ur us u woul d be 

abfcefc t o ar r i v e at  a peac ef u l  s et t l e bn t  when t hey pas s ed on t hei r  

way t o as i n t̂  >n. J ad never  s us pec t ed t hat  t her e woul d be a war  

i n t he l anner  i t  d i d come. I t  was bec ause of  a l l  t hes e t h i n s 

t  hat  1 had t o dr op ¡opes o f  go i ng on t he col l ege t empor ar i l y as I  

d i d not  want  t o i mpose on my f at her  any mor e t han I  had t o when he 

had so many wor  i es i n h i s head, 

"Hi s wor st  f ear s wer e most  unexpec t edl y r ea l i z ed on Oec . 7. 
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I  got  up l at e t hat  mor ni ng* as i t  was a f a r i l y cust o i  t o have 

waf f l es t o get her . I  \  as do i ng t  i e di s hes when t he news f l a hx& 

came on t he r« d i o , Tfy dad s out eu, ' hat  a c r azy t h i ng f o r  t he 

announc er  t o s ay , even i n a j o I ce, i t  us t  a l l  be a mi s t ak e,» But  

t he news o f  P ear l  ; ar b r  ::ept  coi l i ng agai n and aga i n , br o t her  

j us t  f e l l  f l at  on h i s st omach and he l̂ ued h i s ea: t o t he r adi o 

a l l  dr y l o ng. 

was k abs o l ut el y dumb- f ounded and I  d i dn ' t  dar e go out  o f  

t  i e house edause I  was so s hoc k ed. 1 had k i nd of  an unknown f ear  

s e i ze me, r y who l e f ami l y f e l t  t hat  i t  was danger ous t o go out -

s i de because we woul d be no t i c eab l e . Dad kept  ay i ng over  and over  

t hat  i t  c o u l dn ' t  be t r ue. He t hought  t hat  f cx i t  was an awf ul  

t h i ng when t he t r ut h f i n l l y penet r at ed t hr ough h i s head. He kept  

hopi ng t hat  i t  was a l l  a mi s t ak e, ¿he r ad i o ment i oned t hat  t he 

J apt  neoe Navy had done i t  on t he i r  o , n and t hat  maybe t he J ap -  nese 

gover n l ent  was not  r es p o ns i b l e . Dad kept  'i opi n f  : t  To*;yo woul d 

not  condone t he bombi ng. e h l l  hoped t h i s was t he case but  we 

0r e doomed t o di s appo i nt ment . 

"As t he dr y w nt on t he r adi o kept  s ay i ar  how t he Ca l i f o r n i a 

J apanese wer-  i  noce t  and o aut i o n i n t he pur l i  ; not  t o t ake act -

i o n . Dad was r el i ev ed at  t h i s . My mot her  d i d n ' t  say much at  a l l  

because she was so s- l ooked, I  j us t  had a q s er  f ee l i ng a l l  d y 

l ong and i t  f r i t  l i k e t he ot t om had dr opped out  of  ev er y t h i ng, 

"r i y br o t her  was a l s o har d- hi t  an- : h i s ner ves wer e on edge, 

l ie a I n os t  bl amed t he P ear l  Har bor  at t ac k on my dad. He s a i d t hat  

d ad ' s c ount r , ha J  done s uoh a sneaky t h i ne. F or  once dr d agr eed 

but  l a t er  on he r ever s ed h i s o p i n i o n . ¿>ad was most l y wor r i ed about  

h i s bus nes s as a l l  of  t he a l i en owned s t u f f  was f r o zen i mmedl at el y . 
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The next  day we wer e af r ai d t o ope n up t he s t o r e because I  t hou ght  

a "i ob mi ĥt  r ;0 e and. r i o t . I t  was j  i r t  bef o r e t he Xr i as ; son and 

we had been hopi ng f o r  a good season i n t he e or e because t hat  i s 

when aos t  o f  t he y e a r ' s bus i nes s i s u s ua l l y done, i *s soon as we 

got  t o t he s t o r e a gover  iment  agent  cane up and padl ocked t he door  

f o r  10 day s wh i l e t hey checked e v e r y t h i n g T o I ' l l  age i t  t hought  

my f at her  <� d c onnec t i ons wi t h t he o l d "en t o compani es and J apan-

ese gr oups.  ̂ l o t  of  a l i en s wer e pi cked up t he f i r s t  day but  ray 

f at her  /as l ot  bo t her ed. The .."i l l  r ea l l y r ansac ker  o r  s t o r e and 

t hey t o r e t he des : wi de open i n or der  t o l ook f o r  s ec r et  dr awer s 

and paper s . !y unc l e »ad t o s t ay i n t hat  s t o r e day and ni  ht  whi l e 

t he ; t i cheeked up on a l l  bus i nes s t r ans ac t i o ns . * y f at her  r ea l l y 

wor r i ed dur i ng t hose 10 days a i d 1 oness t he v/hoL f ami l y was under  

a ner vous t ens i on dur i ng t h i s per i od. - e wer e f i  l al l y al l owed t o 

open up t he s t o r e �� - ai n a f t e r  10 day s and cl ad was gi v en f u l l  c l ear -

anc e. 

�The hal e j i n cust omer s di d not  cone I n 1. r ge number s but  we 

had a f a i r  bus i nes s f o r  t he - mas se s on. They knov. de f i n i t e l y now 

t hat  i t  was a J apanes e s t o r e so we d i d n ' t  have t o h ve any em-

bar r assment  o f  bei ng asked i f  we wer e Ch i nes e. Gr adual l y t hi n/- 3 

s et t l ed down a b i t . ' hen wc r  was f i r s t  dec l ar ed, I  f el t  qui t e 

s af e i n t he f ac t  t hat  t he gover nment  w u l d be f a i r  t o t he n i s e i  

s i nc e so many o f  t hem wer e s o i ng i nt o t he Ar my. I  had no t houyht  

of  ev c uat i on o r  any t h i n l i k e t hat . U knew t hat  t her e woul d be 

some i l l - f ee l  i n;;; agai ns t  us but  I  hoped t hat  t he hat euj i n t foul d not  

bl  ie u?: f o r  P ear l  Har bor  bec aus e we wer e j us t  as s ur pr i s ed as t hey 

wer e. e di d s t and out  because o f  our  J ap nose f ac es but  I  f e t̂  

t hat  we wer e mor e l o y al  t han a l ot  of  «ui er  l oans« I  ac t ed as nat ur -
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a l  as I  coul d so as t o not  c r eat e any s us p i c i o ns . I n s i d e , I  was 

r  a l l y a ner vous l ess and -  hoped t hat  t he whol e mat t er  woul d e id 

as soon as po s s i b l e and not  be a b i t t e r  war  of  hat r edf j  

"A l o t  of  t  e par ent s o f  n i s e i  I  knew ./er e i  i t emed on t he 

7t  and some of  t he mot her s wer e al s o t ak en. I  i :new a l o t  of  t hem 

wer e pr o- J apan because I  had l i s t ened t o t 'i em at  J apanes e so oo l  

but  we wer e s ur pr i s ed t hat  o t her s had been t ak en j us t  bec ause t h e i r  

names l ad been arec2 i n t he J apanes e o r gan i zat i o n as boar d ie i ber s 

a n ! because t i ey had donat ed t o some of  t he J apanes e or ga i zat i o ns » 

At  t he rao ©nt , ever yone uas so s t unned t hat  we i ;cr e al  i n d&ee. 

The communi t y c o u l dn ' t  under st * nd why a l o t  of  t he J a[)£ i ese wer e 

t ak en and t  1 r e was no t hought  of  b i t t er nes s t hen bec aus e we wer e 

t oo bewi l der ed. 

"i 'or  a wh i l e w wer e a f r a i d t o go out  o f  t he house as we he ar d 

t  ¡at  t he F i l i p i n o s wer e on a r ampage and many J apanes e f ami l i es had 

been s t abbed. e hear d t hes e F i l i - i i o s wer en ' t  ev en ar r es t ed . X 

a l s o hear d t hat  some har u j i n wer e maki ng nas t y r e t ar ks at  n i s e i  

.al k i ng down t he s t r eet  so I  d i dn ' t  f eel  so happy about  goi  g out  

t o f ac e t he p ub l i c . Mo one ev er  s ai d any t h i ng t o me d i r ec t l y but  

I  was al ways r eady t o c hal l enge t hei r  l o y a l t y i f  t hey l ade any r e-

mar ks at  me. 

"A f t e r  P ear l  - ar bor  my br o t her  assumea a l o t  of  t he r es ; ons i -

b i l i t i e s f o r  t he s t o r e. y f at her  t r i ed t o t r ans f er  t he st or -  t o 

h i s name but  he c o u l dn ' t  do t h i s as a l l  o f  h i s account s wer e 

f r o zen . Eve i t ual l y he was al l o / /ea t o t r ans f er  al o t  o f  t he bus i nes s 

t 3 l y br o t her . ?!y dad s t ayed i n t he backgr ound a f t e r  t  se war  br oke 

out  and my br o t her  mor e o r  l e* s t ook compl et e c har ge. e w r e 

never  abl e t o get  t he s t o r e compl et el y i n h i s name. Dau wor r i ed 
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about ever yt hi ng and the whol e f ami l y v/as downcast , ?iy br ot her had 

al r eady beon gi ven a months defer ment from the ,>rmy i n Cot ober 

and i n J anuar y hi s t i me was up so that he was subj ect to i mmedi ate 

c al l . Bod was wor r i ed because he di dn' t know v- ho woul d take hi s 

pl ace. On Feb. 7, my br ot her was f i nal l y dr af t ed. ?'y dad had to 

wor\ : more at hi s busi ness ai t er t hat but busi ness had dropped t re-

mendousl y af t er the st ar t of the year so that i t di dn't make much 

di f f r once. '.he publ i c di dn't buy J ap- n- made t hi n ;s any more and 

the bul k of the bur i  ess i .ar  i n i  el i ng Chi nese t hi n :- . I worked 

i n the sto: e unt i l  the end of December when I got my c i vi l  ser vi ce 

e \ ;o ntment to my i nt ense sur pr i se. I hadn't thou ht t-  t I ' d 

ever be cal l ed on ccount of the w r . They tol d me i t war a t emp-

or ar y appoi ntment for the Motor Vehi c l e depart <.ent. hen I went 

to work ever ybody was ni ce to me. I di dn' t have any di r ect con-

tact wi t h the peopl e comi ng i n as I typed r epor t s. 6̂nce a ian 

c-  e i n f or a speoi al  l i cense and he saw me and he asked the of f i ce 

super vi sor i n a l oud what as the r eason for a J ap bei ng i n the 

of f i c e. The mnnn er i n the of f i ce got qui t e unar y and sai d t hat I 

as an ¿i  me r l oan c i t i zen and I had ever y r i ght t o be thcr .j  The 

manr/ er was so mad that henu de t hi s man go thr ough a l ot of red 

tape to c t hi s spec i al  l i cense when he c ul d h ve Gi ven i t to hi m 

i n 5 mi nut es. Other than t hat , nothi ng happened whi l e I was t her e. 

"I worked i n the Motor Vehi c l es i>opt. unt i l  the mi ddl e of 

»nrch. lly t hi s t i me I was ;:et t i ng 6 ot 7 ot her of f er s f or the 

County Ci vi l  Ser vi ce. Ther e was one c l er i cal  1ob i n the hoc i t al . 

I l ooked t hen al l  over and 1 thou ;ht that I woul d be i nt er est ed i n 

the J ob at thr hospi t al . hen I went f or my i nt er vi ew,f t hey tol d 

me t lat I woul d hi ve to tuko a temporary l eave or absence befor e I 
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even st ar t ed the j ob. Thi s was the onl y way t hat they coul d et 

ar ound th3 Gi vi l  er vi ce r ul i ng but i t was j ust l i ke bei ng f i r ed 

bef or e even st ar t i ng» 

"1 deci ded not to take tve j ob ar my f at her needed hel j  i n hi s 

st or e, J,!y br ot her w..;s al r eady mne and t her e v ere st r ong rumors 

about  ev cu tion. so my f at her needer. hel p to ol - ar hi t busi ner . 

¿he cur few had al r eady st ar t ed s M a l l  of the J apanese peopl e wer e 

get t i ng ner vous about evaoat ui on and that was al l  they t al ked about . 

I thought at most my f ol ks onl y woul  be take i  a i cy as that wt  s t o 

be < xpect ed. The thought of the ni s i  b< i nc eveouat ad was j ust 

out of my mi nd. I was st i l l  under age so I coul dn't t ake over iy 

dad's busi ness. Ho wanted &© to st ay ar ,und the ?. t or e and l ook 

af t er t hi ngs i n the event al l  of the i ssei  �ere i nt er ned. 

"Af t er t hat  t i me the Han ¿'edro roup ad been suddenl y ;oved 

out on a 48 hour not i ce and t he f i r st vol unt eer - roup wont to Man-

zanar . I t began to l ook mo: e arid more l i ke ever ybody woul d have 

to go. That was tU most awful  f eel i ng I ever had. A l ot of the 

J apanese st ar t ed t o s e l l  out t hei r t hi ngs but dad sai d he woul d 

l eave power of at t or ney to a l awyer to di spose of the busi ness i n 

case wex v.ere r eal l y evacuat ed. Ther e wer e a number of merchants 

who m. vie of f er s t buy hi # out but he di dn't not t hi nk they of f er ed 

enough, f i nal l y t hi ngs go t o unset t l ed that he f »una the expense 

of beepi ng u;> t h st or e was har dl y wor t hwhi l e so he f i nal l y ue-

oi deu to sel l  out af t er consul t i ng wi th hi s br ot her s. He sol d out 

to some J ewi sh company about a month bef or e ev ouat i on. 

"The Los " igel  s st or e had about . 30,000 worth of etoo i n 

the war ehouse but some of t hi s had been f r ozen by the g vernment . 

Dad had pur chased i t on cr edi t from compani es n J api .n so he di d 
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not  l o s e o ut . He J us t  l o s t  out  on t he s t oc ': t hat  he had I nv es t ed 

heav i l y i n bef o r e t he war . - Dad and h i s br o t her s onl y r o t  about  

20 on t he sal e o f  t hese ~oods. '¿'hi ' d i d n ' t  l eave hi m ver y much 

f o r  h i s l i f ewo r k si .nor  i t  had t o be s p l i t  f our -  - ays. Our  s t o r e was 

onl y l eas ed so t hat  t h i s v s g i v en up , I  d o n , t  know a l l  he 

det a i l s of  t he f i n a l  bus ¿ í es ar r angement s s ace my dad c ons ul t ed 

ano t her  J apanese l an o s t l y . Ho d i d l ot  nave any t h i ng t o do wi t h 

t he Vi ci a because he di d not  f eel  he ooul d t r us t  i t . He r ea l l y was 

wi ped out  over ni ght  and i t  wa u t e a bl ow, s i nc e he onl y s al -

vat  ed onl y a sna.l l  per cent  o f  t he t o t al  v a l ue. Nat ur a l l y I t  made 

hi m a l i t t l e b i t t er  but  not  l i k e i t  made a l o t  o f  ot h r  i s r e i  be-

oause dad t r i ed t o t ake i t  p h i l o s o p h i c * l l y an � he under s t ood t  at  

he d i dn ' t  have v chance any?'ay. i n a r ay t he w o l e t hi n.'* v-  g a r e-

l i e f  t o hi m because he had or e l ed n i ĥ t  and day about  h i s bus i nes s 

658r  s i nc e t he commer c i al  t r e-  t y had been ended i n l Of t l . as a 

r es u l t  of  a l l  t hes e wo r r i es , dad devel oped h i gh bl ood pr es s ur e and 

he i s n ' t  o v er  i t  y e t . 

"V/hen t he ev ac uat i on was ever yone was c er t a i n , we a l s o s o l d 

our  f ami l y c ar . her e was a dea l er  i n t own mho o f f er ed me t he l i s t  

pr i c e on t he ear  so I  sol d i t  t o hi m. He t o l d me t hat  ive coul d 

keep t he c ar  u n t i l  we er e ev ac uat ed. He . as r eal  ni c e about  i t  

because he knew a l o t  of  J apanes e and he was a - eout  mast er  o f  t he 

chur ch. T h a t ' s why we wer e abl e t o dr i v e t he f ami l y c ar  down t o 

t he s t at i o n and I  l ooked t he c ar  up af t er wa as and l e f t  t he key 

i t h one o f  t he soc l e 1 wor'- cers st  t he chur ch o /r i ve t o t he dea l er , 

e s t o r ed most  o f  our  home f ur n i s h i n ;s i n t he J ap nose Chur ch i n 

Pasadena and our f r i end kept  some of  t he smal l  t h i ngs f or us. Our 

house was onl y r ent ed so we >roke t he l eas e . 
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"Bef o r e my br o t her  had l e f t  f o r  t he i .r r ay, most  o f  d d ? s bank 

ac c ount  had been put  i n h i s and my name. * l o t  o f  t he o t her  J apan-

es e changed t h e i r  "h o l e bank ac c ount  t o ha u j i n f r i en ds as t her e 

was t a l k of  compl et e c o n f i s c a t i o n of  a l l  J apanes e pr o er t y re-  ar d-

l es s whet her  i t  bel ong t o a J apanes e o r  no t . - But  I  i 'el  t hat  we 

s houl d t ake a o ha ace and :eep i t  i n our  o i  m i s. Our  f uv i i l y i on ey 

i s s t i l l  i n t he âaadena ban:: un o r  t hat  ar r ange le i t . I  hud a l i f e 

i ns ur anc e p o l i c y t oo hut  i t  was not  a f f ec t ed � t  a .1 us w<> .� r r anged 

t o pay f o r  p emi uns ... sen i t  e l l  due. I t  v.as i n a Cauc as i an i n-

s ur anc e f i r m i n ¿ a l t  L ak e C i t y so i t  ..as not  ff- . Vot ed by c v c nat i o n 

at  a l l . ¿>at  -  as v /or r i ed about  hi s 111 i ns ur anc e po l i c y as he had 

a l l  h i s f und; f r o zen and he die?, not  know how t o - et  h i s out s t and-

i ng b i l l s . L a t e r  on t he money ..- as un f r o z en when 'te was c l ear ed so 

t h i ngs t eent  bac k t o l om? 1. âd k ept  t he money f r om t he s t o r e i n 

hi t . own account  and he di d not  '¿aice c hanges n h i t  i ns u; a nee ol f eoy. 

'«Iy r at her  was one of  t hose J apanes e who l o s t  qui t e a b i t  o f  

money bec aus e o f  ev ac uat i on» At  f i r s t  we wer e t o l d t i i at  t he l o y a l  

ones woul d be al l owed t o s t ay behi nd and dad t hought  t hat  ¿hi s w s 

a f a i r  - ay t o t r eat  t he i s s e i . l i e t hought  t hat  he woul d be r e-

l eas ed amon t he f i r s t  s i nc e he ha a l r eady been c l ear ed by t he . 31 

r i gh t  a f t e r  a a r l  s a r t o r . - >ut  t he who l es al e ev ; cuet  on o f  ever y -

ood r ea l l y made hi  i  d i s i l l u s i o n e d , - he who l e t hi n. v.as e t hought  

I t  was wr ong t o t r eat  n i s e i  l i k e t hat . He t r i ed n t  t  s'no1 h i s 

f ee l i n g s t oo much hn but  he �;.as b i t t e r  l i k e us f o r  a l ong t i n e , j y 

l ot  her  was a l s o b i t t e r  U c aus e she d i d n ' t  want  t o go t o a camp ar id 

be t hr own i n \\  i t  n c/> her  J e,}i  nose* « ';e t l i o ht  i t  s wr ong t o 

t r eat  us l i  :e t '.t  t , es_i eci e.l l , when h . r  s on had one i nt o t he 13.¿5. 

A r  ny . w e t hought  i t  as c 'f  ay t o s us j ec t  - he. n i s e i  l i k e t  t  when 
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the Go mans and I t al i ans .'/ere al l owed to o f r ee, 

T h e n I  f i r s t  ;ea d o f  t he t o t al  evaeu t i o n , I  kept  opi ng 

t hat  t hey woul d not  evacuat e s adena. >e wer e ot  i n an;' def ens e 

z ne and we «- «I d l ot  h a m anybody . Even a f t e r  .v"' 1 our  pr oper t y 

was s o l d and s t or ed I  kept  t h i n k i a t  tat  somet hi ng woul d happen 

a id we woul d not  'l ave t o go . «hen I  f i n a l l y r eal i . ed t hat  we ad 

t o go , I  t r i ed t o t akr  i t  c a r  l y b t  I  v.es pr et t y b i t t e r . I  

t hought  we wer e he i ns Gypped f o r  ha i  g t o s e l l  our  per s onal  t h i ngs 

so che.- - pl y. I  d i d n ' t  ..ant  t o l eav e - as; uena as t  r at  as my home 

t own and al  ays want ed t o l i v e t her e. I  j us t  ,.el t  t  at  a par t  of  

me woul d s t i l l  r emai n back t her e r er ar d l es s o f  /hat  t  e go v er n ant  

d i d t o me. I  t r i ed t o r eme her  o nl y t he n i c e t hi  l j s about  y home-

t own now. 

"Ri ght  up t o t he t i  ie of  ev ac uat i o n my d d kept  t h i nk i ng t hat  

we woul d be abl e t o come home by t he end o f  summer . e t hought  

t hat  T u l ar e was t o be t he per aanent  p l ac e wher  we woul d s t ay u n t i l  

t hey doc i d d on l e t t i n g us come back and we d i d n ' t  knov t hat  ae 

woul d have t o move aga i n l a t er  on. I  was det er mi ned t o a ke t he 

most  01 i t  and I  was: i ' t  so wor r i ed about  t he f u t ur e at  t h t  t i me. 

''I  t hou ht  t hat  t he ev ac uat i on jas most  unr eas onabl e ar  we 

c i d ' ? t  even ¿ot  a ch nee t o pr ove whet her  .e w- r e l o y al  or  i ot . I  

war  pr et t y b i t t er  because I  : ad a f ee l i  g l i k e when you l ove some-

one ...3; r l y and t hen t hey t ur n ar ound and do some t h i ng wr ong t o ou. 

I t  was a e'eep hur t  end t  a t ' s t he .ay I  f  i t  about  .'.er i ca and t h i s 

cou t r y war  t a l k i n about , equa l i t y a l l  t he t i me and her e he over -

mcnt  a s n U even p r ac t i c i ng i t  by d i s c r i  i n &t i n j  gai ns t  t  e J apan-

ese and evacu-  t i ng us * 11 onl y gave v er y f l i ms y exc uses about  t he 
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mi l i t ar y nec es s i t y a i d 1 f e l t  f i a t  Amer i ca was ma :i ng such a mi s-

t ak e. I t  '¡u t  me t o t hi  ik t hat  my count r y coul d ev er  do such a 

t  i ng l i k e t hat . I t  r ea l l y hur t s t o bo k i c k ed ar ound by someone � 

you l ove and t h a t ' s t he way I  f e l t . I  was a l l  cont used and I  

r ea l l y d i dn ' t  know what  t o t h i nk because i t  as a l l  l i k e a dr eam. 

Gver ni i .ht  t he n i s e i  wer e wi t hout  a count r y and I  k nej  t hat  I  coul d 

never  go t o J apan, 

r 'i i i l  t hey kept  say i ng uas , 'He ie i ber  P ear l  J a r b o r ' . They 

d i dn ' t  even as k why t he Un i t es St at es was k i c k i ng J apan back a l l  

t he t i me. I  f e l t  t hat  par t  of  t he r eas ons f o r  t he war  was Amer i c a ' s 

f au l t . I  was cau ht  i n bet ween because I  knew f i at  I  .as f o r  

A er i c a . I t  was a decj >r oot ed f ee l i ng una I  c o u l dn ' t  j us t  t hr ow i t  

out  l i k e t hat . I  j us t  t hought  t hat  i t  woul d f  aoh us a l es s o n i f  

J apan won a fev. v i c t o r i es and I  was gl ad t hat  she was goi n ĵ  t hr ough 

t he Cout h P a c i f i c so f as t  because ô er i c a was so s el f - c o nf i dent  

and i t  hur t  t h i s c o unt r y ' s eg t o be caught  as l eep l i k e t h at . 

n- he who l e ev ac uat i o n made me f eel  mor  r  c i a l l y c ons c i ous 

t han I  had ever  f e l t  i n my l i r e . I  was c onv i nc ed t hat  we wer e 

bei ng evac uat ed bec aus e of  . ac e and ec nomi c oa ons . i he hak u j i n 

wer e j eal ous o_ t he s uc c es s o f  J apanese f ar r i er s and bus i  ¡ess men 

a ' d t hey used t h i s as an exc us e t o t i k e sway f r om u s . Amer i c a ' s 

at t i t ude was somet hi ne l i k e t hat  t owar d J apan, t̂  t i mes I  was much 

mor e b i t t e r  t han I  am now. I  t hi i l c a l o t  of  i t  was a p o l i c i t a l  

f o o t bal l  as i t  was j us t  an e l ec t i o n i s s ue i n l f 43 and a l o t  ox 

p o l i t i c i an s saw a :o d chance t o get  el ec t ed i f  t hey y e l l ed about  

k i c k i ngus out  of  t he s t at e f o r ev er . 

"T her e ®nxx±x mi ght  have been some sabot age by t he J apanes e 

her e but  I  hav en ' t  hear d pr oo i  o f  i t . ©ven i f  i t  wer  t r ue, I  
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ui dn* l  bl ame t hem as t hey had been d i s c r i  t i nat ed ag I ns t  30 much, 

I  d i an ' t  be l i ev e t hat  t he J apanes e f ar mer s .ad de l i ber at e l y t r i ed 

t o ê t  es t abl i s hed ar ound a i r  f i e l ds and t het  t hey wer e r ea l l y 

J apanese . r̂ ay o f f i c e r s . I t  was a l l  ac c i dent a l  t hat  t hese f a r  is 

... r e i n t  ose r e as and i t  has been pr oven t hat  t he a i r f i e l d came 

a f t er  t he J ap nes e i n a l o t  o f  o as es . J apanes e peopl e l i k t o 

s t r i v e f o r  hi , her  t hi ngs end i f  Gi v en a equa , .; o r t uni t y t  at  

sor t  of  t  i ng woul d not  have happened, ¿hay w r e al  ays k i c k ed 

ar ound and t her e was a l o t  01 r e: e i t ment  f o r  t hat , '- hey c o u l dn ' t  

have c i t i z en s i p f o r  a t u r a l l y t hey l ad : y : pat hy f o r  J apan . i 'hi e 

was t r ue o f  t he ol d f o l r s but  t he./ never  woul d l ave done any t hi ng 

de l i ber at e l y agai ns t  t h i s c ount r y . 

f- e wer e t i i e f i r s t  r oup t o l eav e r as adena so t hat  a l l  o f  t he 

r es t  o f  t he J apanea came t o see us o f f  i n or der  t o g i v e us a good 

se i d- of f . '- i l l s . i aue re ¿'eel  a l i t t l e bet t o r  because I  r ea l i z ed 

t  tat  t he J apanese wer e r eal  peo p l e. I t  d i dn ' t  s een so bad u n t i l  I  

got  on t he bus ana t hen I  t hought  -  woul d never  see my ha u j i n 

J r i ea, s a ¿»a i n . u ha::u j i a f r i end baked me a cook a i d c o o k i . s and I  

f e l t  so sad about  l eav i ng t he. e f r i ends be i nd . I  f e l t  t he saddes t  

about  l eav i ng t he c i t y i t s e l f  t hough. 

"\ e ¿.l ayeu car ds 11 t he ay up on t he t r a i n ana I  ¿xoxps 

br ought  my uke ou rid we s t ar t e t o s i ng so m pr i s o ner  o r gs . 

L at er  we t a l  ced t o t he . . P . f  s a t hey wer e r ea l  f r i end l y t o u s . 

fi  l ey ant ed us t o . .r i t e t o t hem an« t a l l  t he v. about  camp l i r e , 

'- �"hey t hought  i t  ..as a shame f or  us t o be ov.;d l i k e t hat , .l ost  o f  

uhe Ua.:u j i ns who .new t  l e i ho n j i n r e I t  t h i s same way but  t hey di d 

tot  want * t o s t i c k hei r  necks out  so t hey j u s t i f i ed ev er y t h i ng by 

s ay i ng t hat  t he gover nment  had t o l ook a f t e r  t he maj o r i t y and i t  
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*r7hen I saw camp f or t'?e f i r st t i e , i t as d- *rk out sic e and 

the whol e ar ea l oot ed so bar r en, I  di  n ' t  5: ow har dl y anyone t her e 

i n the oounty f ai r grounds and the J apanese i nsi de the at  di dn' t 

seem to be so f r i endl y tn they J ust st ar ed at  us. That sor t * of 

gr i ped me. I thought they coul d at l east have r i ven us a wel come. 

The f i r st ni ght th- re we di dn' t have enough bar  eac :s so t hat my 

fami l y /as put i nt o a st abl e wi t h anot her f ami l y. The t f e&i in s 

wore covered wi t h cobweds and the cots sue : r i '̂i t i nt o the gr ound. 

I  thou ;ht to my el f , 'What di d we do to deser ve t hi s? ' jCrhe 

l at r i nes had no par t i t i ons nd ther e was no pr i v cy at a l l . I had \ YV 

the i  e - r i bl est t i me set t ' ng used to the l at r i ne a id. eavi ; ot her * 

women st ar e at you. \ Ôur begi n t i n t h re was s un r epy. >̂ 

n e wanted t o r et  a room of our own as dad â . bl ood pr es s ur e 

and i t  - .jar. such a st r ai n to be l i v i ng wi t h ot her ~>eople7J   ̂ d knew 

somebody i n the houei n dcpt  r t sat  and t hr  >urh pu l l  we "o t  out-  own 

quar t er s wi t h conr r te f l oor , our  new p i  ce ty other - ot  

mat er i al  r i ght out and ehe sade a scr een. ? us- d -  y t runic f or a 

chai r . Lat er on we or der ed a card t abl e - nd w ot an el ec t r i c 

hot pl at e, i r on and other t hi nj s from back home. V,© al so sent for 

our car pet end ,/< put th t on the herd f l oor . 

"I asn' t i nters : tod i n wor ki ng at a 1 so I di dn't so any hi ng 

but l oaf around f or the f i r st month and a hal f I was the e. I 

wr ot e l et t er s t el l i  v. about the ter.; i 'ol e pl ace I ar i n. The t hi ng 

t hat ot rr: down the ioi  t was the l ack of sani t ar y f ac i l i t i es* I 

coul dn't :;;et used to the l ack of pr i vacy and si t wi t h other women 

and ¿.i r i s i n the l at r i ne, ever ybody went t hr ough a per i od of 

di ahhr ea and t at was r eal l y sad* 
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f ,Ther e was n ' t  any amount  o f  f r i end l i nes s among t he peopl e at  

f i r s t . I  was c er t a i n l y happy when my o t her  Pas adena f r i ends came 

t o camp. I  c oul d never  get  us ed t o t he f ood t hey f ed us and I  

d i d n ' t  l i k e t he mess i  a l l  sys t em whor e ever yone had t o come by a 

gong. I t  was mor e l i k e s l op t hat  we at e and t her e was no t hi n 

homel i ke i n t he at mosph r e . I  can r ea l i z e what  a p r i s o ner  f ee l s 

l i k e now. I  f e l t  l ow i n mi nd f o r  a er y l ong t i me and I  r e l i ev ed 

some o f  my f ee l i ngs by wr i t i ng gr eat  masses o f  l e t t er s t o my out -

s i de f r i ends t o t e l l  t hem what  camp l i f e was l i l e . I  kept  t o my-

s e l f  a gr eat  deal  as I  j us t  was n ' t  i nt er es t ed i n meet i ng o t her  

peopl e. 

" i f t e r  a shor t  t i me I  began t o see a f ew o f  t he good t hi ng.' 

about  camp. I  be. an t o ad i r e t he J apanese peopl e f o r  bei ng abl e 

t o adapt  t hemsel ves t o t he camp env i r onment  so eas i l y wi t hout  go i ng 

t o p i ec e. I ' m a f r a i  I  was a v er y poor  exampl e o f  t h i s t y pe. I  

f e l t  sor r y f o r  t he youn.? n i s e i  k i ds as a l l  o f  t he i r  Cauci  s i an con-

t ac t s i n school  hod been cut  o f f  f r o t hem bef o r e t  êy even had a 
V 

chance t o dev el o p i t  ver y much. 1 r ea l i z ed f r om t he f i r s t  t hat  t h i s 

woul d have a bad ef f ec t  on t hem i  t he f ut ur e and t hey wo ul dn ' t  

know what  t he out s i de l i f e was r eal l y l i k e . Ther e was n ' t  t oo much 

f ami l y spi f c i t i n camp and t h i s was no t i c eabl e i n. t he rne ss h a l l , i t  

i ndi c at ed t o l e t hat  t he younger  c h i l dr en wer e not  gi v en much 

t r a i n i ng i n t ab l e et i quet " e f r o bef o r e as t he had no manner s at  

a l l . 

"A f t er  ly l owes t  per  od o f  depr es s i o n was o v er , I  t r i ed t o 

l ook f or war d a l i t t l e and t ak e t h i ngs as we l l  as I  c o u l d. Anot her  

g i r l  f r i end o f  mi nd had v o l un t ar i l y evac uat ed t o I daho t o j o i n 

r e l at i v es and a l o t  of  t he f e l l o ws I  knew f r om bef or e wer e i n t he 
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Atmy so that I was f or ced to mak< new f r i ends. Thi s was ver y hard 

for me as I was not too aggr essi ve and the e was al ways a t endency 

f or me to wi t hdr aw mysel f . I onl y went around wi t h l us i e i n camp. 

"My whol e f ami l y was di sappoi nt ed wi th camp l i r e because i t 

was such a f al l  f or us. Ther e was s i l l  a t ende cy f or us to t hi nk 

t hat we wer e a l i t t l e bet t er t han t he ot her peopl e. However , 

t hi s at t i t ude was soon el i mi nat ed because we were al l  i n the same 

boat t oget her and we al l  had to l i ve the same r i nd of l i r e, we at e 

the same food and we al l  had t e s me l i v i ng st andar ds* The f ami l y 

posi t i on became l ess i mpor tant i n camp because the c l ass l i nes were 

gr adual l y el i mi nat ed. Pr est i ge was obt ai ned i n ot her ways l i ke 

bei ng a pol i t i c al  l eader or hol di ng a $ood j ob. That i s why ther e 

was such a mad scrambl e i n camp to get the be t j obs. I n a way i t 

was a novel  exper i ence to be l i v i ng l i ke t hi s ai d 1 t r i ed ot to 

r ebel  agai nst i t so much by put t i ng my mi nd to ot her t hi ngs. 

r ,I soon ,ot bored by l oaf i ng around so much so that I got a 

j ob as a t ypi st i n the war ehouse. Thi s was not so bad as my pl ace 

of work was l ocat ed near t he sol di er ' s cant een so t u t I was abl e 

to buy cokes t i ru some of the sol di er s 1 et t hr ough the f ence. 

y boss al so pur cahsed t hi ngs from the out si de f or i e. I di dn' t 

l i ke ay j ob at al l  as i  as i nc l i ned to be l azy i n my di sposi t i on 

f nd 1 coul dn't see any f ut ur r i n doi ng i t . I & j ust di d i t to f i l l  

i n the t i me si nce my soc i al  ac t i v i t i es wer e not too ext ensi ve. 

"I ent to oce si onal  camp dances end a smal l  roup of us 

/�i r i s used to wal k ar ound camp a l ot f or the e er oi se. spent 

ost of our t i me ât i n, del i cac i es whi ch we had pur chased from the 

out si de and havi ng gener al  bul l  sessi ons. Al l  of us f el t qui t e 

keenl y about the evacuat i on and I suppose we were r at her bi t t er . 



- 29-

We t al k ed o f  t he i n j us t i c e o f  i t  a l l  but  we w r e not  qui t e c er t ai n 

as t o wher e t he exac t  bl ame l ay e ;cept  t ;i at  we t hought  i t  was mos t l y 

d i s c r i mi nat i o n and p r e j ud i c e t hat  had caused our  ev ac uat i o n . I  had 

no t hought  o f  r es et t l i ng at  a l l  as I  was r es i gned t o t he f ac t  t hat  

we woul d be ;.n ca ;p f o r  t he d ¡r at i on. I  kept  hopi ng t hat  peace 

woul d come ver y soon so t hat  we coul d a l l  go home agai n an: for-  et 

t h i s bad dr eam. I  t hought  i t  was f ool i -  h t o have a l l  t hat  k i l l i n g 

go i ng on as i t  was s uc h a was t e o f  men, money and t i me. I  had an 

at  i t ude t hat  i f  Amer i ca wer e smar t , she woul d l et  J apan have what  

she want ed as t her e was p l ent y f o r  ever ybody i n t he wor l d i f  cer -

t a i n nat i o ns di d not  get  t oo gr eedy . ¿11 of our  gr oup kept  r eadi ng 

i n t he P ac i t i c 8i t i z en t hat  ¿met i c a di d not  want  us back and I  kept  

wonder i n what  we c oul d do i f  wewer e al l owed t o go back t o Cal i -

f o r n i a . I  d i d not  t h i nk i t  was p r ac t i c a l  f o r  my f at her  t o go b: ok 

t o ? as adena t o s t ar t  t he ar t  bus i nes s a l l  over  a 'ai n. Dad had 

been t h i nk i ng o f  openi ng a gr oc er y because he t hought  i n t er nat i o nal  

pr obl ems woul d have l es s a f f ec t  i n t h i s t y pe. I  t hought  I  coul d 

go back t o c i v i l  s er v i c e agai n and we coul d make a go 01" i t . 

"About  t hat  t i me, a l l  of t he n i s e i  wer e get t i ng r ec l as s i f i ed 

t o 4- 0 and I  r ead at  t he same t i me about  a l l  o f  t he l abo r  shor t age 

over  t he c ount r y . I  t hought  t hat  i t  was a par adox t o put  t he n i s e i  

i nt o an enemy a l i en c l as s i f i c a t i o n when t her e was such need f o r  

wo r k er s . That  mr de a l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  ver y b i t t e r . Py br o t her  was 

i n t he l as t  gr ou of n i s e i  t o be dr af t ed and I t hought  he was 

bet t er  o f f  i n t he Ar my as he had some hope f o r  t he f u t u r e. I  f e l t  

t hat  he woul d have mor e chance a f t e r  ar ds t han t hose who r emai ned 

i n camp s i nc e t hey woul d have t o l i v e a l l  o f  t he s us p i c i on down, 

I  f e l t  t hat  our  f ami l y was c ont r i bu i ng enough t o t he war  ef f o r t  



- 30-

wi t h my br ot her i n the ser vi ce, even though i t may have onl y been 

e smal l  par t , and they had noi r i ght to l oo z u9 up l i ke t hat . 

Ther e wasn't much that we coul d do i n the l i mi t ed camp l i f e. 

one of the gi r l s i n my group thought of ge t i ng mar r i ed for 

a l ong t i me. Ther e was no hope f or the fut ur e and I f el t that I 

coul d not get to know what a f el l ow was r eal l y l i ke 1 » a pl ace 

l i ke camp. Th' r e wasn' t any way of j udgi n hi s char act er si nce 

the camp l i f e emphasi zed most l y pl ay ac t i v i t y . Tost of the gi I s 

I knew were af r ai d to even t hi nk of mar r i a e because of al l  the 

uncer t ai nt i es and the f eel i ngs of f ami l y r esponsi bi l i t y. 

"I n spi t e of al l  ou t al ks* about the gen r al  si t uat i on of the 

ni sei , none of us took par t i n any of the c mp pol i t i cal  ac t i v i t i es . 

I was st i l l  too youn to vot e and t her e di d not seem to be anyt hi ng 

I coul d do si nce our l i f e was compl et el y r egi ment ed by the r̂my and 

we di d not have much f r eedom of choi ce. I al ways r ad ever y i ssue 

of the Pac i f i c * Ci t i zen to see what the r eact i ons of the Cal i f or ni a 

peopl e were as the hope of goi ng back to ¿'asaden; ..as s t i l l  st r ong 

i n t i e back of my mi nd. 

"I t was a sor t of wai t i ng- l i f e that I l i ved at Tul ar e. I 

went to church on Sundays j ust to hear the hakuj i n sp aker s t al k 

about the out si de l i f e. Thi s made le f eel  a l i t t l e more hopeful  

and I r eal i zed t hat so e day the ni sei  woul d be r ecogni zed i f such 

peopl e l i ke t hi s kept f i ght i ng for us out si de of camp. I was so 

ner vous at ti l des t hat I began to t ake up smoki ng i n camp. I di dn't 

do i t i n f r ont of the i ssei  as they made i t a moral  i ssue. They 

thought that onl y cheap , i r i s soked and I di dn't dare have f ci ssi  

gi ve them a chance to t al k about me. The ni sei  f el l ows were of t en 

narrow- mi nded about gi r l s smoki ng t oo. I di dn't t hi nk i t was a 
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mor al  i s s ue at  a l l . I n o r der  t o keep peopl e f r om gossJ >i ng about  

me, i  onl y sj aoked i n t  e pr i vac y of  my g i r l  f i l e ' r  bar r ac k . Gee 

some peopl e wer e nar r ow- ni nded t hough. 

f ,As I  s t ayed I n camp f o r  a l o nger  p er i o d , I  nana ed t o make 

qui t e a number  of  new f r i ends t h r r e . The i ce becan t o br et k be-

t ween us a f t er  we l i v ed i n conf i nement  f o r  a wh i l e . I  t hought  

t hat  t he maj o r i t y of  t he n i s e i  wer e s t a i d - o f f i s h but  t hat  mi ght  

have been my f aul t  t oo . f l  t  o ght  camp l i f e t ended t o br i ng out  

t i e wor s t  qual i t y of  peo p l e, The i s s e i  d i d n ' t  have any t hi ng mor e y 

t o do t han move t he i r  t ongues and go s s i p about  ev er y one. They wer e 

al i  ays t ear i ng down ev er y t  t i ng. They c er t a i n l y wer e eel o us about  

o t her  peopl e and camp l i f e r ea l l y br ought  out  t he c &t t y nes s o f  t he 

J apanes e. I  t hought  i t  must  huve been a r ac i a l  c har ac t er i t  i s t i c . 

I t  had been a hi dden c har ac t er i s t i c whi c h t hpy had kept  under c over  

bef o r e t he war . ¿he J apa nese peopl e ar e so pet t y about  many t h i ngs 

and t hey be l i ev e ev er y t h i ng t hey hear . I  c o u l dn ' t  get  e way f r om 

t he l  bec ause o f  t he f enc es ar ound camp and t h a t ' s why I  h d t o be 

ext r a c ar ef u l  of  ev er y t h i ng I  d i d . I  Gr adual l y t he peopl e began t o 

qu i bbl e mor e and mo e about  t he l i t t l e di s c omf o r t s of  camp l i f e 

because t heywer e i r r i t a t ed by ev er y t h i ng. 

'Bef o r e t  l e bur s t i ng po i nt  as r eac hed, i t  was announced t hat  

we wer e go i ng t o be ? nt  t o a r e l o c at i o 1 c ent er . I t  was qui t e a 

s ur pr i s e t o me t o h ar  t  i at  we wer e go i n g , t o move aga i n . We a l l  

began t o wonder  wher e we wer e go i ng t o be s ent . I  t hou ht  t hat  we 

woul d be r el oc at ed ac o r di ng t o t he d i m t e we had been used t o 

bef o r e . Gi l a was t he f ur t hes t  t h i ng f r om my mi nd. A l l  o f  t he 

peopl e i n T u l ar e f e l t  t hat  we woul d be sent  t o a good camp because 

we wer e a model  camp. 1 tad never  been e st  o f  Qa l i f o r n i a bef or e 
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and i t seemed that we were goi ng to be sent so f ar away. My 
goi ng back to 

chance £of Cal i f or ni a we e get t i ng sl i mmer and sl i - aner and I r eal -

i zed that pr ej udi ced peopl e wer e not sat i sf i ed j ust havi ng us 

l ooked up because they wanted to ki ck us out ent i r el y . I coul dn't 

see any mi l i t ar y necessi t y i n t hat at al l . 

? /hen I ifcanr round t at we wore goi ng to be sent to Gi l a, I 

thou ht tii- t we wer e goi ng to be sent there to r oast to deat h. 

That 's whjit a l ot of peopl e were sayi ng. *'e had heard that so 

many peopl e were dyi ng from heat at Post on. I heard al l  sor t s of 

ot her rumors about the dust storms and the deser t danger s. Most 

of the peopl e di dn' t want to l eave Tul ar e so we began a movement 

to remai n at i ul ar e but our pet i t i on di d not get any pl ace. The 

- Army gave the f i nal  answer and we had to accept i t or el se. I t 

meant that we had to pack our bel ongi ngs al l  over agai n and go 

through t i e whol e pr ocess of est abl i shi ng a new home once mor e, 

t hi s t i  e i n a deser t . I had no par t i cul ar l ove f or Tul ar e but I 

pr efer r ed t hi s to the deser t . 

"Af t er war ds I was gl ad that I was at 'i ul are beoause I di d have 

a chance to mâ ce some new f r i ends. * t the t i me t hough, I cer -

t ai nl y di d hate i t . I di dn't l ook forward to Gi l a ei t her because 

of the unf avor abl e l ett< rs we got from the f i r st group whi ch l ef t 

sever al  d ys ear l i er . We heard that not hi ng was r eady f or us t her e 

and the bar r acks we e unf i ni shed. The peopl e hod to t sl eep i n the 

mess hal l  and r ecr eat i on f l oor s beoause ther e was no roo "/e 

heard there wer e di t ches al l  over and water connect i ons had not 

been made yét . A l ot of ol d f ol ks thought we woul d di e of t hi r st 

and some of t ¡em even bought wat er cant een to t ake al one wi t h them. 

Wi t h t hi s pi ct ur e i n my mi nd, I went there expect i ng the worst and 



I even hated to t hi nk of the pr ospect s of l i v i n i n such a pl ace. 

�'"'hen we got to Gi l a, some f r i ends met us and they took car e 

of us so tht t we woul d r et  set t l ed. Honest to ggfc?: gosh, i t was 

so hot and dust y that 1 t hought we woul d nev r be abl e to l i ve 

thr ough the r est of the hot seasons. Ther e was o sense of 'di sh-

i ng our shoes beoau e the dust v as so t hi ck we woul d si nk . i th 

ever y st ep, '�e got t her near the f i r st of September and i t ;as 

bl azi  g hot yet . 'e were onl y gi ven canvas cot s and these were so 

uncomfor t abl e. Af t er we got ther e we went ar ound at ni ght to 

bor row wood f or the dur at i on from some of the unf i ni shed sect i ons 

of camp so th t we coul d bui l d our f ur ni t ur e. We were qui t e re-

l i eved to di i  cover t hat Gi l a had f l ush t oi l et s and that f ac i l i t i es 

woul d be a l i t t l e mor conveni ent af t er ever yt hi ng were compl et ed. 

3 ar r acks were much l ar ger and ni cer than at Tul ar e. They wer e 

bui l t much more sol i dl y and the col or was not so depr essi ng. The 

out si de wal l s had pl ast er board and t her e was a doubl e room wi t h 

red t i l e on t op. The f l oor wer e el evat ed from the ground nd that 

Wi s qui te an i mprovement . 

"St r angel y enough, I found the f i r st weeks at Gi l a <ui t e en-

'oyabl e as 1 went out wi th my f r i ends t o enj oy the deser t nat ur e. 

We woul d t ke l ong hi kes out i n the eveni n and i t f el t l i ke a 

much f r eer l i f e. I t was a r el i ef from the conf i nement of Tul ar e. 

The beaut i f ul  t hi ng about i t wer e the st ar s at ni ght . I never sow 

st ar s so c l ear and br i ght . I t made me f eel  qui t e c l ose to the 

heaven and I f el t that I was out l oose from mor tal  pr obl ems. The 

sunset s were qui t e col or f ul  al so and I had never seen anyt hi ng 

l i ke i t bef or e. Thi s c l oseness to nat ur e gave me a sense of al one-

ness i n a vast deser t and i t di dn' t seem to make any di f f er ence 
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why we were t her e, 

"However , I coul dn't l i ve i n the cl ouds al l  the t i ne as I had 

t o get back to r eal i t y . I di dn' t st ar t wor ki ng f or a month as I 

st uck ar ound home a great deal  to wr i t e l et t er s to my f r i ends out-

si de of camp. I al so wr ote a number of l et t er s to my br ot her i n 

the Army t el l i ng hi m of our l i f e. Wr i t i ng l et t er s hel ped to get 

t hi i gs of f of iny i  nd and I f el t bet t er af t er war ds. I al so had to 

spend qui t e a bi t of t i me or der i ng t hi ngs for the bar r ack from the 

mai l  or der company, l y unc l e di d most of the bui l di ng of f ur ni -

ture and he put shel ves, c l oset s, bar s and ot her t hi n e. !ffy 

mother and I put cur t ai ns t o make i t more home- l i ke and the par-

t i t i ons scr eened of f our apar tment i nt o bedroom sect i ons. 

"When I f i r s t went to work I hel ped out at our mess hal l  f or 

about 4 d ys but I di dn' t l i ke t hi s work very wel l . The empl oy-

ment of f i ce gave me anot her j ob i n the far m di vi si on as a t ypi st 

c l er k. That j ob was a l ot of fun and I made some new f r i ends 

ther e si nce many of the of f i ce wor ker s were from ot her camps. I 

al so ent er ed some of the soci al  and r el i gi ous ac t i v i t i es . I j oi ned 

the choi r and I occasi onal l y took par t i n some of the camp funct -

i ons and occasi onal  dances. I s t i l l  di d not hr ve any r egul ar boy 

f r i end. 1 went to church ooc s onal l y but I soon l ost i nt e est i n 

t hat . I coi f i ned mysel f ost l  -  t o my cl ose gi r l  f r i ends and the 

r est wer e j ust acquai nt ances. .e kni t t ed a l ot i n the eveni n s and 

we made sweat er s and sox f or our sel ves. 

'»I had absol ut el y no i nt er est i n the pol i t i cal  l i f e i n camp 

w i i l e I was t êr e. Ve di d not have any di st ur bi ng i nc i cent s ex-

cept that somebody put a J apane e f l a on the But t e on Dec. 7 and 

that got a l ot of ni sei  exc i t ed. I thought the whol e t hi ng was so 
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s l l y I  d i d n ' t  pay any a t t en t i o n t o i t . v os o f  t he camp l i f e was 

f r ee f r om t he gener a l  i s s u e s » o f  t he peo p l e and I  d i d n ' t  no t i c e 

t hes e t h i ngs a t  a l l . 

" I  was o n l y i n Gi l a f o r  about  4 mont hs so t hat  t he l i f e di d 

not  get  me down so much. jj|l  want ed t o get  out  at  t hat  t i ne bec aus e 

I  f e l t  t '.i at  go i ng on and on i n s uc h a r o u t i n e and d u l l  camp l i f e 0 

wo u l d make me r eac h a s t agnat i o n po i nt  and 1 nev er  woul d bo abl e 

t o i mpr ove my s e l f . I  f e l t  t hat  i f  I  h d t o s t ay t he e f o r  t he dur -

a t i o n , I  woul d no know how t o meet  any o f  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 

¿ u s i e v/as ny c l o s s t  f r i en d and she was r e s e t t l i n e-  r l y so t h t  

she ur ged me t o r e s e t t l e t o o . That  was when I  f i r s t  began t o t h i nk 

o f  i t  s e r i o u s l y . , : obo*dy e l s e was t h i nk i ng o f  r es e t t l e l ent  at  

t hat  t i me and 1 d i d n ' t  knou whet her  1 c oul d go as I  was p r et t y 

y oung and I d i d ' t  know i f  1 coul dmake my own way i f  I  went  out  

at  t hat  t i  e . But  I  be l i ev e t hat  t he l o nger  I  r emai n i n camp, t he 

mor e l azy 1 woul d get  i n body and mi nd and I  woul d l o s e a l l  anbi -

t i o n s . J  I  t hought  I  c oul d at  le-  s t  g i v e r es et t l ement  a t r y and I  

�oul d not  be ;s hamed i f  I  was f o r c ed t o admi t  d e f e a t  ̂ ixuixxi 

' I  wr o t e t o Masako ( Ĥ- 25) i n '̂ t l cago as k i ng her  i f  t her e was 

any j o b o p p o r t un i t i es t h er e . T i he t hi n?  ̂ I  want ed t o know t he most  

was '<ow muc't  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n t her e was a y I ns t  " i h o n j i n b he 

( a 

0 i l oago p eo p l e . I  as k ed 'k r  i f  t  ie hak u j i n s t ar ed . t  her  i n t he 

s t r eet  and i f  she :ot  i n s u l t ed . F as ko wr o t e bac !* and s a i d t hat  I  

c oul d wor k f o r  her  bo s s a i d t her e was no pr obl em t o get  a j ob at  

a l l . ¿- he s a i d l i f e was v er y good on t he o u t s i de i  nd ur ged me t o 

g i v e i t  a t r i a l . >- he s a i d I  woul d h /e t o make i p my own mi nd as 

she d i d n ' t  ant  t o pa i n t  t oo b r i gh t  a p i c t u r e as I  mi ght  be di s -

ap p o i n t ed .  ̂ Ho wev er , i t  l o o k ed l i k e a good p o s s i b i l i t y and I  was 
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get t i ng r es t l es s and 5 bor ed i n camp and I  t hou ht  r i ore and mor e o f  y  ̂

r es et t l ement . 

"Hos t  o f  my f or mer  c l o s e f r i ends wer e i n t he r̂ r ay end t he f ew 

I  had i n camp wer e < o i n ; out  t o c o l l ege, I  di  n ' t  want  t o be l e f t  

behi nd f o r  t he dur at i o n . '- »- 'here was not  ' i nn t o ho l d me i n ca p ex-

cept  my f o l k s but  t hat  w: s qu i t e an o bs t ac l e. hen I  f i r s t  

appr oached t hem about  r es et t l ement  t hey t hought  I  vns onl  j o k i ng. 

At  f i r s t  t he;/ wer e qui t e de f i n i t e l y agai ns t  .i t  a id t he s ici  t'u- it  

I  abs o l ut el y coul d not  go as i t  v.as t oo danger ous f o r  me on t he 

o ut s i de, i hey s a i d t hat  t he war  had not  r eac hed a c l i max yet  nd 

t he i l l  f eedi ng woul d mount  agai ns t  e l l  t he ' Uh o n j i n ¿/hen t he 

I  er i c an s o l d i er s got  k i l l ed . They s a i d Ghi oa o was f u l l  of  gang-

s t er s and t hey woul d. go ar ound r i o t i ng and har ni ng a l l  TTi honJ i n 

t her e. They s ai d i t  made no d i f f er enc e how I  f e l t  about  t h i s 

count r y beoause uy f ac e w as J apanes e and t he hal oi  j i n Via t ed us a l l  

and t hey woul d har m me wi t hout  g i v i ng me a chance t o ex p l a ' n a 

t  i l ng» '¿hey wer e qui t e wor  l e d t hat  1 woul d f a l l  pr ey t o gangs t er s 

i n Ul i i cago because t h t  r umor  had been ; o i ng ar ound. The,, a l s o 

l ear d t hat  t her e wor e t hous ands o f  Megr oes t he e anu t hey d i d n ' t  

t hi nl c i t  v/as t oo good f o r  me t o bo al one i n such a l ar ge c i t y . 

( j ' l  s t oo l  y r r ound but  I  had t o ar gue and a r ( u e wi t h t hem. 

Sone of  t he sce nes wer e \  er y b i t t er  and l ear  t he exp l o s i o n <>bi nt . 

I  t o l d my par ent s t hat  I  was SI  now and I  coul d do as I  pl eas?, as 

t aey coul d not  ho l d me t o ca p i f  I  nade up my mi nd. I  j us t  

want ed t h e i r  c ons ent . I  t o l d t  em t hat  i f  t h i n c got  t ouc h* I  

coul d come back t o camp any t i me. I  po i nt ed out  t hat  I  was was t i ng 

t i ne i n camp and coul d not  hei r  t hem by s t ay i ng t h e , a . I  s ai d I  

coul d send t h i ngs f r om t he out s .de as I  woul d be abl e t o make a 
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good s al ar y and t hat  hac u j i n empl oyer s f oul d gi v e us j o bs . I  e en 

t o l d t hem t hat  i f  t h i n j s/ t̂ ur ned out  wel l  I  c oul d c a l l  t hem out  

whenever  a .'r vor abl e c o ndi t i o i  dev el o ped. I  t o l d l y f at her  t hat  

he mi ght  oven be bl e t o open a gr oc er y s t or e out  t her e, f̂ t e r  a l l  

o f  t hes ar gument s i t  was s t i l l  no us e � nd my par ent s abs o l ut el y 

f o bi d me t o l eav e. 

, ? I  d i d n ' t  know r .ha t o do . i 'i  ml l y i n des per at i o n , I  wr ot e t o 

my br o t her  i n t he r̂ ny and asked hi m i f  he woul d not  wr i t e t o my 

p-  r ent s and t r y t o change t h e i r  mi nds . � He wr ot e back a l ong l et t er  

t o ny f a t her  and s ai d t hat  e was i n f av o r  of  ©set t l ement  f o r  no . 

"y br o t her  wr ot e t hat  he woul d be goi no; over s eas soon end he 

c o u l dn ' t  do any t hi ng f o r  t he f o l k s ±xx so t hat  i  shoul d be gi v en a 

chance t o go out  and see what  1 coul d do on my own. Th i s l e t t er  

was t he c h a . ! ; i n ; po i nt  ¡a i n my par ent s ' a t t i t ude because my ..at her  

al ways l i s t ened t o my b r o t h er ' s adv i c e.1 A h ; n my f o l k s want ed me 

t o wai t  i n camp u n t i l  same mor e peopl e went  out  so t hat  t he coul d 

see iow t hey ade o ut , !Ty g i r l  f r i end û s i o ¿/as al r eady out  i n 

Chi cago and she \ r  ot e and t o l d me t hat  she was do i ng qui t e we l l  and 

she had no pr obl ems at  a l l . I  showed t hese l et t er s t o my f o l k s and 

I  r ead t hem t he par t s wher e ¿- usi e ad s a i d t hat  t her e w s no t hi ng 

t o wor r y about . -  l  a l l y a f t er  eo :s o f  per s uas i o n, my r o l k s di d 

Gi ve i n because t hey t hou; ht  t hat  Dus i e was o l  er  and she coul d 

l ook a f t e r  me so t hat  t hey woul d not  wor r y about  iy s af et y . 

'Once my par ent s ' mi nds wer e ade up , t hey di d ev er y t h i ng 

po s s i b l e t o make i t  o i s i e r  f o r  me. »hen t he ot her  i s s e i i n t he 

bl oc k heur d t hat  I  v.ras :oi n ; t o r es e t t l e , t hey began t o condemn r ay 

par ent s f o r  al i o . / i n t he i r  daught er  t o go out  t o Chi c ago . They 

f el t  t hat  a g i r l ' s p l ac e was wi t h her par ent s , es pec i a l l y i n a 
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t i me l i ke t hat . They made open comments that 1 woul d ;o wi l d i f I 

l ef t my par ent s and that my f ol ks must be cr azy f r even c i vi n 

t hei r consent , I t ol d my mother that si nce she was t r ust i ng me 

enough to go out on my own, I woul d never break that t r ust . Thi s 

sat i sf i ed my mother and she i gnor ed t he gossi pi ng goi ng on. I was 

about the second ni sei  i n Gi l a to leav<> on an i ndef i ni t of f er 

because at t hat t i me the i ndef i ni t e l eav as j ust get t i ng st ar t ed, 

F l  had never been away from my home before on my own and that 

made me a l i t t l e af r ai d. I wasn't sur e i f I coul d teke care of 

mysel f wi t hout aski ng my par ent s f or any f i nanc i al  hel p.' I di dn't 

have to worryabout a j ob as fSasako got me a j ob of f er as a steno-

gr apher i n a one- gi r l  hakuj i n of i 'i oe and I was supposed to do a 

l i t t l e bi t of ever yt hi ng. Thi s was t e j ob that Masako had been 

doi ng ¡before she changed, 

'Gee, i t took ages f or me to get  n y r l ease, I put i n my 

appl i cat i on and I t hought 1 woul d be out of o»mp i n a month at the 

most . I kept goi ng back and f or t h t o the admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng 

and I became very i mpat i ent because they di dn't seem to be doi ng 

ever yt hi ng poss i bl e.I was wor r i ed t at the empl oyer woul d ot hol d 

the j ob of f er and 1 sent wi r es expl ai ni ng my si t uat i on. Fi nal l y 

af t er 6 weeks my c l ear ance f i nal l y c mo t ough on J ecenber 15. 

Then the sai d 1 coul d not have a permi t to l eave camp unt i l  

J an, 5 b. cause i t was dur i ng the J imas so son and the t r ai * t r af f i c 

was too heavy. I t happened Vtat f ew'ot her ttfchonj  ln were goi ng 

out on an i m̂y permi t so I aske i f I coul d not get the same ki nd 

of a per mi t . Thi s was f i nal l y ar r anged so t hat l  l ef t Gi l a on 

Dec. 20 (l r ,42 ), the day af t er Xmas. That was my l ast Ai m a wi t h my 

f ol ks up to now. 



�¡y f o l k s and I  hai l  pr omi sed eac h o t her  bef o r e t hat  we woul d 

not  s l ow any s adnes s when t he t i me came t o l eav e, I  was supposed 

t o l eav e at  8 i n t he mor ni ng but  t he t r uck di d not  come un t i l  noon 

and I  got  ver y ner v ous , I  hel d my emot i ons i n u n t i l  I  got  i nt o 

t he t r uc k and t hen 1 br oke down ai d wept , f o r t unat e l y my f o l k s di d 

n >t  see me l i k e t hi i  . Thank ô d . I t  as a l ee l i ng of  o nel i nes s 

and i nc i t ement  whi c h over whel m me and l  d i d ot  k tow how I  woul d 

r  ac t  t o get t i ng > ck t o c i v i l i z ed l i f e and I  was wor r i ed about  t ha 

The � 1 A di d not  gi v e t r ans po r t at i o n aoney at  t hat  t i me so I  

ha" t o pay my own f ar e o ut . "y f o l k s ave ne a g i f t  of  money j us t  

i n c as e I  c o u l dn ' t  make a go o f  i t , They s; i d t he money as f o r  

tr .- t in f ar e back j us t  i n case l  f ound i t  t oo har d on t he o u t s i de , 

1 pr omi  ed my par ent s 1 woul d come bac k f o r  a v i s i t  wi t h i n a year  

i f  t h i n s went  f r i ght  and I  made t h i s good, I  went  back t o Gi l a 

f o r  Thank s gi v i ng 1 s t  y ear  11945) and my f o l k s wer e sur e pr oud of  

me. I  had been s endi ng my pj  r ent s l i t t l e t h i ngs back a l l  t he t i me 

t hat  I  had been gone because I  knew t hat  t hey coul d use t hem. I  

a l s o h d y p i c t u r e t ak en i n he new. upper  once and my par ent .-  wer e 

so pr oud t h it  I  was mak i ng good. I  was wor k i ng i n a chur ch publ i s h-

i n;.; house t hen and y f o l k s t al ked, r o much a tout  my s uc c es s t hat  

t he v r y i s s *4 who l ad gos s i ped agai ns t  me wer e now s endi ng t hei r  

ow i  dau ;ht e s o ut , o r  at  l eas t  t hey gave t he c ons ent . I  c er t a i n l y 

was wel comed home. I  was onl y abl e t o s t ay t her e f o r  a f ew days 

and i y second par t i n was not  near l y so bad as t he f i r s t  t i  e as 

my f o l k s s; i d t  i  t t he happi nes s of  my v i s i t  woul d l i nger  u n t i l  I  

oame bac k agai n , 

"But  t h i s c er t a i n l y was not  t he way i t  was vhen I  f i r s t  1 f t  

Gi l a , At t hat  t i me i t  was r i ght  i n t he mi ddl e of  wi nt er  and I  onl y 
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knew t hat  Chi c ago was a l ar ge c i t y. I  re-  l l y t hought  t h? t  t he l oop 

was a r ound pl ac e i t h a l ot  of  moder ni s t i c bu i l d i ng on i t . i  had 

t he i dea t hat  u i c a o - as a ver y gl amoue p l ac e . I  knew t hat  i t  

was a wi ndy c i t y but  l  t hought  t he sun woul d s hi ne somet i mes l i k e 

i n Ca l i f o r n i a . I  was war nec t hat  i t  was v c r  co l d i n t he wi nt er  

t i me so I  expec t ed t hat . Masako h d wr i t t en so- ie o f  t i e wor s t  

par t s o f  l i v i ng i n ĥ i oago so I  was not  d i s i l l u s i o ned so much when 

I  f i r s t  saw t he c i t y . 

' I t  was a ver y gl oomy day when 1 got  t o Chi cago and nobody w s 

at  t he Uni  n "t a t i o n t o meet  me. * hak u j i n ooman f r om t he Tr avel -

e r ' s " i d cane up t o me and she was ver y k i nd , - »- he ver y next  i n-

s t ant  1 bumped i nt o Dor i s (CH- 39) and was 1 s u r p r i s ed . Ui e had 

ar r i v ed i n Chi c ago j us t  one day ahead of  me. I  s t ayed wi t h as-  k o , 

her  s i s t er  t hat  n i j h t  and t hat  was t he begi nn i ng or  my l i r e i n 

Chi c ago . I t  was so much exc i t ement  t hat  ± d i d n ' t  have t i me t o get  

homes i c k , i t  f e l t  so wo nder f u l  j us t  t o down i n t h Loop and 

l ook at  t he beaut i f u l  t h i ngs i n t he s t o r e and f ee l  t h t  l  coul d 

buy t hem i f  I  had t he money. I t  was a wonder f u l  s ens at i o n t o be 

wal k i ng on t he cr owded pavement s wi t h so many peo p l e. h i l e I  was 

on t he t r a i n out  her e, had wor r i ed ver y much about  how I  woul d 

maxe o ut . I  wonder ed i f  I  woul d be a bi o t o do t he wor k and i f  I  

oul d be abl e t o suppor t  l y s el f . i i l l  o f  t hese t h i ngs kept  r unni ng 

t hr ough my mi nd and I  was i n a per pet ual  s t at e o f  e c i f cenent . I  

f o r go t  about  a l l  t h i s when I  got  i nt o Chi c ago bec aus e t he nov el t y 

o f  t he c i t y over w l el med me. 

' ' I  s t ayed f o r  week at  Masako*s apar t ment  u n t i l  anot her  

n i s ei  g i r l , Mi yako o f f er ed t o l et  me cone i n wi t h her . 1 l i k ed i t  

ver y much at  her  pl ac e even t hou ¿h i t  was a co l d basement  apar t ment . 
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By t h i s t i me anot her  g i r l  f r i en d , ¿&i ko, had come out  so we s t ar t ed 

t o l ook f o r  an apar t  \ ent  f o r  o ur s el v es . I t  was ver y co l d ar id anof /y 

at  t hat  t i de and we had a most  d i f f i c u l t  t i me f i ndi ng a s u i t ab l e 

p i ; ce t o l i v e . l o t  o f  t i mes wg got  t ur ned ciuwn bec ause we wer e 

not  want ed. Ot her  p l ac es di s c o ur aged us by c har t i ng much mor e 

t han t h s i gn s ai d or  el s e t hey woul d say t he p l ac e was j us t  �ak en. 

I n some pl ac es t hey asked us what  nat i o na l i t y we wer e and when we 

exp l ai ned t hey s ei d t hey wer e s o r r y t hey c oul d riot  t ake J apanes e. 

«11 o f  t h i s was most  di  c our agi ng and i t  was n ' t  pl ea;.ant  f o r  a 

newcomer  t o be wel comed t o t h i s c i t y , I  begun t o r ea l i s e t hat  

ev r y t h i ng was not  a bed of  r o s es . e went  house hunt i ng f o r  days 

and we got  t h i s sor t  o f  r ec ept i o n a l l  t he t i me.\  dur i ng t he year  

and a ha l f  I ' v e been i n Chi c ago I ' v e moved 6 ot  7 t i mes i n a l l  and 

every t i me i t  i s a b i g pr obl em t o get  a s u i t ab l e p l ac e . 

?f Ai ko and I  �er e get t i ng v er y di s c our aged when we saw a va-

ca i cy s i gn i n an - l a S t . apar t ment  one day . - e went  i n and t he 

l andl ady was ver y n i c e . L was a basement  apar t  ¡ent  and i t  had a 

k i t c hen i n t he back whi c h we shar ed wi t h anot her  woman, a i k o and 

I  pa i d a mont h f o r  t  l at  p l ac e , whi c h was r at her  c heap. I t  was 

a p r et t y n i c e set - uj  and i t  was f u r n i s hed , we soon f ound t hat  t he 

p l ac e was t oo s «11, t hen t he l andl ady c o u l dn ' t  anyone t o s t oc e 

t he f ur nac e so a f t e r  a mont h she as k ed us to move out  as she s ai d 

she had t o use our  apar t ment  t o ( i ve t o a man i n exchange t o st ok-

i n ; t he f i r e . 

'»I  was wor k i n-  by t h i s t i me so t hat  I  was a l i t t l e des per at e 

about  l o c at i ng anot her  apar t ment , j j i t  noon t i  te ± went  out  wi t h a 

hak u j i n s i r l  f r om t he o f f i c e and she hel  ed me i n ouse hunt i ng. [L) 

We r an i nt o a p l ac e on l us h t̂ . near  t he Loop and t he l andl ady was 
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ver y c o r d i a l  when she showed t he hak u j i n g i r l  t he r ooms s i nc e she 

t hought  i t  was f o r  her . i hen she f ound out  t hat  i t  was f o r  A i k o 

and me a id she became v er y hes i t an t , ¿he sai d she had never  t aken 

J apanese bef o r e but  f i n a l l y dec i ded t o g i v e us a chance when t he 

hal cuj i n , i r l  t al k ed up f o r  us . 'i he l andl ady l et  us t ake an apar t -

ment  on t he second f l o o r  and now t he who l e atfns second f l  >or  i s 

oc c upi ed by J apanes e. W8 pai d ¿ 37«50 f o r  oar apar t ment . Dor i s 

( C i s l i v i n g t her e now i n anot her  apar t ment  on t he f l o o r  but  

I  have moved s ev er a l  t i mes s i n c e . 

'.¿bout  t he begi nni ng of  Sept ember  ( 1945) my g i r l  f r i end got  

t i r ed of  Chi c ago so she went  on t o New Y o r k C i t y . I t  was t oo much 

f o r  me t o pay t he r ent  my s el f  s o I  di e:n't  l ai c, i /ha t o do . Do r i s 

had j us t  moved i n t o t he bu i l d i n g and t h i s l e f t  her  r oom- mat es, 

E l l en and Sus i e al one so I  moved i n wi t h t hem. I  gave my o l d 

apar t ment  t o t wo ot her  âs adena n i s e i  g i r l s who had j us t  come i nt o 

torn and was l ook i ng f o r  a p l ac e . I  had i nt ended t o s t ay i n t he 

apar t ment  my s el f  but  I  r ea l i z ed t hat  x coul d not  keep i t  up on my 

s a l ar y . 

' I  s t ay ed wi t h ¿ l i e n and ¿ us i e u n t i l  F ebr uar y , 1944. I  s har ed 

a l l  o f  t he expens es wi t h t hem and i t  o n l y cos t  me 11. 0 r ent  and 

about  17 a mont h f o r  f o o d. We cot  al o ng wel l  enou h t oget  ,er . 

L at er  *»l l en went  i n t o move v/i t h Do r i s so Sus i e and I  wer e a l o ne. 

Then l as t  ¿- arch k u s i e got  mar  i ed so 1 went  t o s t ay wi t  > Do r i s and 

S l l e n wh i l e X l ooked, f o r  anot her  apar t ment . 1 c o u l dn ' t  f i nd a 

p l ac e at  a l l  s o Masako (0112; ) s a i d I  c oul d s t ay wi t h her  u n t i l  I  

f i nd a p l ac e. I  h av en ' t  f ound a p l ac e yet  (May * 15, 1944) but  I  

r ea l l y have t o l ook ar ound now as I  am get t i ng mar t i ed at  t he end 

o f  t he mont h. I  pl an t o pay up t o *>50 a mont h s i nc e we wi l l  bot h 
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be wo r k i ng , I  l i ave gone a l l  t hou?  ̂ t he want - ad s ec t i o n or  t he 

paper  and some t i mes I  wal k up and down t he t r ea t s l o o k i ng f o r  a 

v ac anc y . I  hav en ' t  as k edt he i ends o f  t o l o o k f o r  ho us i ng 

beoause 1 hear d t hey o n l y send you t o p l ac es f u l l  ox bedf eugs but  I  

may hav e t o as k t h e i r  hel p i f  I  c a n ' t  get  any t h i ng e l s e . 

" I  do n ' t  know i f  I  wi l l  s e t t l e down her e per manent l y as X do 

not  mow how my f i an c é wi l l  s t and i n t he d r a f t . I  i &t end t o s t ay 

i n Ch i c ago f o r  t he du r at i o n at  l e a s t . 1 d o n ' t  know i f  I  wi l l  ev er  

go bac k t o P as adena now. Ho us i ng i s p r et t y har d f o r  î h o n j i n out  

her e bec aus e y ou c a n t ' f i n d i  d e c e i t  p l ac e and r ent  i s h i gh . I f  i s 

j us t  s heer  l u e : t o x i n  ̂ a good p l ac e . Chi c ago i s a d i r t y c i t y and 

i t  do es n ' t  have hal f  enough bat hr ooms as i t  s ho ul d hav e. 

^' A l l  ox my f r i e n d s have had a gr eat  dea l  o f  t r o ub l e i n f i nd -

i ng h o us i ng . A l o t  o f  p l ac es a r e pe te.- t.- d by bedbugs , I  woul d s ay 

most  o f  t hem. a l o t  o f  o t her  p l ac es c har ge t he n i s e i  t oo much f o r  

r ent  t oo but  t her e i s n ' t  much c ho i c e beoaus e t  es e i s e i  c a n ' t  

s l eep out  i n t he s t r ee t s . 

"Hunt i ng f o r  a j ob i s eas y i n c o mpar i s o n. - hen I  f i r s t  go t  

her e 1 f o und t hat  my j ob o f f e r  was no l o nger  i r i  ex i s t en c e so I  

s t ar t ed t o go t hr o ugh t he .ant - ad s* c t i o n r i gh t  away . 1 went  t o 

t he i» t er i can f r i e n d s Ser v i c e and t hey gav e me &ome l eads . 1 

app l i ed at  a l l  o f  hes e p l ac es and t he i n t e r v i e ¿s wer e a l way s n i c e , 

however  t he empl oyer  d i d n ' t  k .ow J apanes e at  t hat  t i me so t hey wer e 

s k ep t i c a l  about  h i r i ng me. - Miey l et  ne down gen t l y by t e l l i n g me 

t hat  t he o f f e r  was f i l l e d or  o f f  r ed me a c heap f i l i n g wor k at  .�75 

a Ti ont h.v i  want ed s t  l ogr aphy wo r k as I  had some exper i enc e i n 

camp. 

"T hen Mi y ak o , t he g i r l  Ï  had s t ayed wi t h when I  f i r s t  cane t o 
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Chi c ago , t o l d rie t hat  t her e mi ght  be an. openi ng at  t he Met hodi s t  

- l i bl i shi ng Co . wher e she was wor l d.a so I  went  t o make an appl i -

c at i o n . * hak u j l n g i r l  was l eav i ng t h c o i pany j us t  t hen so t hey 

gave me some sor t  of  c l er k J ob wi t h some st  noHf ;:r aphy wor k . I  

s t ayed i n t hat  j ob f o r  5 mont hs . The j ob was okay but  i t  i r r i -

t at ed me bec ause I  had t o wor k wi t h o l d-  ai d wo l en ana t hey wer e 

unpr ed i c t ab l e. I was r e t t i n g onl y .�HS.UO a weak and f ound i t  hai d 

t o mk e expens es . I  us ed t o & t  gr i ped at  some o f  my bos s es 

and t hat  di s t ur bed rie so much f i a t  - 1 - me not  t oo happy t her e. l i k e 

was wor di ng at  ^l u r g ' s at  t hat  t i ne and she s a i d t  at  X coul d c t 

a j ob eas i l y t her e. ¿>he s ai d I  woul d be ab l e t o na ê no r e money 

and a l l  t he bos s es woul d be men. That  was enough t o make me . ant  

t o wor k so I  qui t  t he publ i s h i ng com any , 

*AB soon as X app l i ed at  K c C l u r g ' s , I  was put  on. l y j ob was 

or der  f i l l i n g i n t he bo k depar t ment . I  l i k o d books ver y much s o 

t hat  X enj oy ed t h i s j ob r i ght  sway . I  had bought  qui t e a f ew 

books t he r e at  di s c ount  pr i c es but  X c an ' t  buy t  jo many as X do n ' t  

:i ave t he money. 'Xhe wor ker s ar e al l owed Z0% di s c ount  i n books and 

50 di s c ount  i n mer c handi s e. I  get  about  27. 50 a weak b s i c pay 

p l us over - t i me. y i ncome i s appr oxi mat el y v 135 a mont h a f t e r  a l l  

of  t he t axos ar e t aken o ut . I  coul d wor k t her e a l l  day Sat ur day 

and net  v 140 a mont h, but  X do n ' t  do t h i s as X want  t o l e l aur e 

t i me and i t  woul d be t oo ha d t o wor k t hat  many hour s a week . 

.J i ve do l l ar s L. mont h i s t oken out  f o r  war  bonds and 7 f o r  s o c i a l  

s ec ur i t y whi l e t axes amont  t o about  19 r or  i  coae t axes , 

p My wor k c ons i s t s f  t ak i ng t h« o r der s f r om t he d i f  er e i t book 

oo i  >ani '"is and f i l l i n g t hor n, '¿her e ar e qui t e a f ew publ i s h i ng com-

pani es i n Chi c ago ar eas and I  have t o f i l  t hem i n d i v i du a l l y . Mow 
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and t hen I  do some t y p i ng. ' we us ed t o be abl e t o wor k on our  own 

a l l  t he t i me, but  r ec ent l y a f o l l o w war-  pr omot ed t o b< as s i s t ant  

boss and he s ur e does boss us ar ound,  ̂ Ther e ar e about  CO peopl e 

i n y dep* r t ment  and GG ' of  t hese er e n i s e i  wo r k er s . I  get  al ong 

we 1 wi t h ever yone as we have a good c r ew. ?Tost  o f  my f r i ends 

t her e ar e n i s ei  t hough. I t  i s t hese cont ac s t hat  l ake my wor k 

f un . e go# out  t<y6at t oget her  but  not  i n one bi g bunch as t her e 

ar e a l o t  of  n i s e i  c l i ques t her e and t hey do n ' t  mi x i n t h each 

o t her . A number  o f  t hes e n i s e i  wor ker s a: e my c l o s e f r i ends and 

we go shoppi ng o get her  on pay day and somet i  es t o t o shows or  

di ne oat  t oget her . The bes t  t h i ng I  l i k e about  my wor k i s t h; t  we 

get  i n t he new f i c t i o n book and I  l i k e t o f i nger  t hem i n my spar e 

t r  s . - one of  t he n i s ei  t her e do n ' t  l i k e books so t hey f i n ! t he 

wor k dr udger y , 

"The most  i r r i t a t i n g t hi ng about  my j ob i s i n t he mat t er  of  

get t i ng :< a i s e s , I f  t he boss l i k o s you, r a i s es ar e aut omat i c,* But  

i f  he do es n ' t  l i k e you i t  i s pr et t y har d t o get  a r ai : e at  a l l . 

Ther e i s t oo much f av o r i t i s m and some of  t hose n i s e i  ar c al way s 

p l ay i ng up t o t he bos s es and t hat  gr i pes t he r es t  o f  u s . I  wi s h 

t he hak u j i n woul d ':eep c l eaner  and deo t o r i ze t hems el ves . The:/ ar e 

pr et t y s l oppy i  i t ê i r  c l o t hes and t hat  d es n ' t  make t he at mos-

pher e t oo c l ea r . 

'Il l  o f  us wor ker s ar e un i t ed agai ns t  t he as s i s ant  boss be-

cause he i s al ways t a l k i ng xabout  r u mi n g t he d i v i s i o e f i i c e i n t l y . 

He t h i nk s we shoul d r un l i k e a c l ock because he i s t hat  way hi m-

s e l f . He i s t oo f ussy and over does ev er y t h i ng so he ant ago ni ze 

t he who l e s t &f f  and w< d i s l i k e hi m gr eat l y . He used t o be okay 

when he as a checker  but  t he pr omt i on went  t o h i s head andhe 
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t h i nk s ho i s above u s . The onl y good t h i n about  hi m i s t hat  he 

i s sympat het i c t o t he n i s e i  bec aus e a f ew o f  t he wor ker s l ay up 

t o hi m. I  do n ' t  l i k e hi m at  a l l  beoause he i s t oo c onc ei t ed and 

he t h i n s he knows ev er y t i i ng* 

"'I  get  al ong best  wi t h t he wo r k er s . I  know some of  t he haku-

j i n wor ker s i n t he o f f i c e and somet i mes I  go over  t o one o f  t he 

i r l ' s homes t o spend an ev en i ng. Her  br o t her  wor ks at  Mc l̂ u r g ' s 

t oo and I  have i et  t he whol e f ami l y . I  do n ' t  have much o t her  

c ont ac t s wi t h t  o hai cuj i n t her e t hxouc h. I t  i s t oo d i f f i c u l t  be-

cause t her e ar e so Many n i s ei  wor k i ng t her e and t hey nat ur al l y 

t end t o s t i c k t o t he i r  o .m gr oup and i t  i s har d t o get  ac quai nt ed 

v i t h t he hak u j i n wor k er s . 

' I  t h i nk t hat  t he company shoul d not  h i r e t oo nany Ni h o n j i n 

t her e as t  i e hak j i n mi ght  r es ent  i t  i f  over  50'S o f  t he wor ker s i n r n. 

any one depar t ment  i s n i s e i , t t  A f ew ni  ei  get  good pr omot i on 

but  t he maj o r i t y do n ' t  get  aci val oement  at  a l l . Ther e ust  be about  

150 n i s e i  wo r k i ng t  ie e but  t he t ur nover  i s so r ap i d so I  do n ' t  

know t he exact  number . The wages ar e l ot  t oo h i gh and t her e i s 

not  uc h chancg sor  advancement  so t he ni s ei  qui t .\  At  t he t i me I  

s t ar t ed wor k i ng t her e t he bas i c pay ¿as 20 aweek and I  a l  t ost  

r eached t he peak i n s a l a r y . 

" I  c an ' t  s av e any t hi ng on t he s al ar y X am maki ng and I  woul d 

l i k e to make a l i t t l e mor e i f  I  c o u l d. I t  c os t s ae j ust  about  a l l  

o f  ny s l a ay mer el y j us t  t o l i v e now. Out  of  my wages o f  bet ween 

¿ 140 and 150 a mont h, I  pay ¿13 a mont h f o r  r en t , s har i ng i t  wi t h 

- "- asako, and ny s ar e of  t he f oou b i l l  i s , 2 0 . 1 have t o buy a l o t  

o f  c l ooheB so t h . s amout s on t he aver age o f  lb a mont h. Laundr y 

and c l eani ng r uns anywher e f r om .2 t o .rfr>t  Rec r eat i o n i s a bi  i tei j i  
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and i t  amount s t o at  out  2o a mont h out  or  my budget  becauso I  have 

been buy i ng a number  of  book s . I  send my f ami l y about  or  .10 

wor t h o f  t h i ngs ever y mont h an.t  g i f t s and o b l i gat i o ns t o f r i ends 

i n oamp ant  out  her e i s ano t her  15. That  do es n ' t  l eave me wi t h 

any t hi ng s i nc e t axes ar e 10 and s o c i a l  s ec ur i t y i s ,7. The onl y 

s av i ngs 1 have i s f i e Sr5 a mont h whi ch t he company t ak es out  f o r  

war  bonds a i d I  do n ' t  know what  wi l l  happen t o me i f  I  ot  ser -

i ous l y i l l  bec aus e I  have no money f o r  doc t or  b i l l s . I  know I  

shoul d t h i nk about  t hese t h i ngs but  I  j us t  c an ' t  on t he i ncome I  

an get t i ng . Bef o r e t he war  1 woul d have t hought  I hO a mont h was 

an undr eamed o f  s a l ar y but  l i v i n g c os t s wer en ' t  so hi ,;h t hen . 

./oul  h l i k e t o make at  l eas t  �30 a week bas i c pay pl us over -

t i me and t hen 1 coul d l i v e comf or t abl y and sav a l i t t l e l or e. 

Ther e i s some pr os pec t s t hat  I  may get  pay r a i s es i n r ay j ob i f  I  

s t ay on t her e f o r  t he dur at i o n , i  . *m not  t hi  i ki np; of  ch&n i ng my 

j ob at  a l l  bec aus e I  a : f a i r l y w 11 es t a l i s h ed at  I f e l̂ ur c ' s . I t  0 

i s not  exac t l y a whi t e c o l l ar  j ob as i t  i f  i i  t he s t ock r oot  but  

I  do n ' t  have t hat  f a l s e pr i de t hat  most  n i s ei  have about  t he pr es -

t i ge or  a whi t e c o l l ar  j o b. I  was get t i ng a ' s eer  t a r i a l  s p r ead' 
��j  

wor k i ng at  t he - et hodi st  pub l i s h i ng and t hat  was n ' t  t oo - odd 

f o r  m I ' v e l o s t  about  20 pounds at  c l̂ ur gs because I  have t o 

l i f t  books and wal k ar ound so I  f ee l  much bet t er . 

" I  do n ' t  know what  I  wi l l  do a f t e r  t he war  as I  hav en ' t  made 

any , l ans f o r  i t  at  a l l . I  woul d l i k e t o see my f ami l y r es et t l ed 

but  I  do n ' t  know i f  I ' l l  be abl e t o do t h i s by my s e l f . ' I  may have 

t o :eep r i ght  on wor k i ng a f t e r  t he war  i f  my hueband- t . - be c an ' t  

r - ake enough t o suppor t  u s . Then I  l ay have t o keep on wor k i ng t o 

keop our  i  i come up . I ' m not  i n t er es t ed i n any par t i c u l ar  t ype o f  
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wor k as i t  woul d be nos t l / r  f o r  t b money t h t  I  woul d be wor ki ng . 

Ther e i s a d e f i n i t e c hanc e t hat  1 mi ght  b» f i r e d f r om my j ob a f t e r  

t he war . 

t h i n k t hat  i t  wi l l  be up t o t he n i s e i  t o pr ove t hems el v es 

as good har d wo r k er  so t hat  t hat  wi l l  no t  a l l  be f i r ed a f t e r  t he 

war . * do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  t he company wi l l l e t  a l l  o f  t  ¡em go . Ther e 

i s a c hanc e " a t  mor e d i s c r i mi n a t i o n may a r i s e ga i ns t  t he i h o n j i n 

a f t e r  t i e s o l d i e r s cone mar c hi ng bac k . The n i s e i  s o l d i e r s i l l  

have mo3 e of  a c hanc e t han t he c i v i l i a n o nes . I  t h i n : t hat  t he 

i s e i  woul d have a chance i f  t hey ;ot  i nt o s k i l l ed l abo r  and t he 

p r o f es s i o na l  f i e l d s . The u n s k i l l e d wor ker s wi l l  save t he har des t  

t i me o f  a l l  and t hey ar e i n t he maj o r i t y i n t he n i s e i  gr oup and 

t he gener a l  p o p u l a t i o n  ̂

* os t  o f  t he n i s e . wor  ;e - s no./ ar e l i v i n j  ¿ r om day t o d a y . I  

t h i nk t hey a r ep r et t y f l i g h t y now but  I  c a n ' t  under s t and t  i e r  as on 

f o r  t h i s . The f  H o w s ar e u n c er t a i n because o f  t h e i r  d r a f t  s t a t u s 

so t hey c a n ' t  s ee much of  a f u t u r e f o r  t hems f cves. -  aybe t h a t ' s 

w y t h ; n i s e i  f e l l o ar e t  r i '.i n any ol d j obs »ow and t hen wor k f o r  

a w l i e and t hen qui t  co enj oy t he r  nay t hey have l ade. A l o t  o f  

t  em ar e go i ng f r om c i t y t o c i t y f o r  exc i t ement  bef o r  � t hey ar e 

d r a f t e d . I t  happens a l l  t he t i me at  J v i c Cl ur g's . « l o t  of  t hem go 

t e or  a r i l  / wi l d when t hey f i r s t  come f r om camp ana t hey do t h i n gs 

v er y c ons p i c uo .£ l y , not  r e a l i z i n g t hat  t h e i r  ac t i o n wi l l  have a bad 

r e f l ec t i o n on t he o t her  n i s e i . I  t h i n : i t  i s bec aus e t hey nev er  

had any r ea l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s at  home at  t hey had been t oo t i ed t o 

t h e i r  p a r en t s ' apr on s t r i n gs so l o ng . 

^ l o t  a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  a r e l i k e t h i s us many ar e s et t  l i ne down 

as soon as t hey c an, but  t hey ar e u n c er t a i n about  t he f u t ur e t o o . 
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Tos t  of  t he ni  ei  I  have hl 'i et f  t o do not  pl an t o r emai n i n Chi cago 

pe ma neat l y , .a l ot  of  thorn expec t  t o fefet  f i r ed f r om t hei r  j o bs , 

©s pec i al l y at  ' a l̂ u r g ' s . i 'h bosses say t hey M: \ 1 keep t he n i s e i  

on, but  none of  us bel i ev e t h a t . Ev ent ual l y ; l ot  nor -  ambi t i ous 

n i s ei  wi l l  go i nt o bus i nes s f o r  t hemsel ves as t hey wi l l  nver  get  

any p l ac e by j us t  bei ng wo r k er s , '¿'he7 c an ' t  do i t  now bec ause most  

c f  t hem wi l l  be dr a f t ed . 

"P er s o nal l y I  c an ' t  see l i e r eas on at  a l l  or  t he pr esent  r e-

c l as s i f i c a t i o n o f  t he n i s ei  f o r  t he d r a f t . X t h i nk i t  i s a d i r t y 

s am* . Her e t he n i s e i  �er e put  t hr ough t he humi l at i on of  a 4- 0 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and J us t  because manpower  i s needed, t he .8.rmy de-

c i des t o t ake t he 1. - hey have pl ayed up t he l OOt f  i n f ant r y on 

acc unt  of  t hat . However , I  do t h i nk xy br ot h r  i s bat t er  f f  i n 

t he - army now but  1 do n ' t  knov. about  a l ot  o f  o t her  n i s e i  f e l l o ws 

who ar e s er i o us l y t r y i ng t o get  a s t ar t  out  her e. - hey shoul  b 

gi v en a chance t o get  t at t l ed bef o r e t hey ar e t ak en; I  am ;:oi n> 

t o get  ' l ar r i ed as soon as posai  ) l e as 1 expec t  ny f i  né" .0 ¿�et  fex 

t ak en. I  p l an t o s t ay wi t h so- me n se'. :;i r l s as I  do n ' t  want  t o go 

t o anot her  s t r an 3 c i t y t o -  ;.ar t  a i l  ov er  a .gai n. 

' I  never  expec t ed t o be mar r i ed t h i s soon, I  f i r s t  met  "'as 

when he ca ie over  t o � i s i t  my r oom mat e wi t h ano t her  o l i e r  i r l . 

i i t  t hat  t i me, seven or  3 mo i t hs ago , i t  , as j us t  a o r s a l  meet i  \ r . 

Then I  met  hi m agai n I  met  hi m at  a bi r t hday par t y f o r  a n i s e i  who 

had come out  her e on an r̂ my f ur l o ugh, - f t er  t hat  Mas s t i l l  cane 

over  t o our  pl uo~; wi  h t h i s ot ae:; j i r l . xhen once he asked me f o r  

a dat e but  I  al r eady had a dat e f o r  t hat  even i n; . He asked me i f  

I  woul d go out  wi t h hi m t he f o l l o wi n week - end. ¿*f t er  t hat  we 

s t ar t ed t o go s t eady ana i t  devel oped i nt o l o v e. 
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"We we at  a i l  ov er  t o get her . We went  t o t he Uo l l e e I nn and 

¿ r agon Tor  danc i ng. he went  t o p l ay s . e even we i t  t o a coupl e o f  

n i s ei  danc es but  wer e gr eat l y d i s appo i nt ed i n t h i s so we di d not  

r et ur n . o t her  t i mes we ' v e - one bowl i ng or  out  t o d i nner . Some-

t i mes we v i s i t  o t her  f r i ends . Kow he conies to v i s i t  nie 2 or  5 

t i mes a week , e us ual l y go out  on dat es on week - ends , ' o r e and 

mor e we because at t r <ot ed t o eac h o t her . I  was r .oi ng back t o Gi l a 

f o r  a v i s i t  l as t  November  and t he n i ght  bef o r e I  l e f t  he pr opos ed. 

I  had known hi m about  a mont h at  t hat  t i me, when I  got  t o camp I  

t o l d ay par ent s about  i t  and as k ed t he i r  c o ns ent . They t hought  I  

si cul d wai t  f or at  l e s t  6 mont hs so I  wo u l dn ' t  make has t y dec i -

s i o ns . f i nal l y bot  » f a d l i e s went  t hr ough a l l  i nv es t i gat i o n s t u f f  

t o s ee i x eac h f ami l y was a l l  r i gh t , ¿hey di d i t  t hr ough a f ami l y 

f r i en d , ev er y t h i ng was a l l  r i ght  so we bought  a r i ng down i n t he 

Loop One ni ght  and dec i ded t o get  mar r i ed at  t he end of  May. , t  

f a s t e r  1 f o r  ¡al l y announced i t  at  a par t y f o r  a f ew o f  y f r i en s . 

" ;e have def i n i t e l y dec i ded to get  mar r i ed at  the end of  t he 

.10nt h. e woul d l i k e to f i nd an apar t ment  o f  our  own bef o r  we do 

end t hat  i s what  ho l ds us up . I t  wi l l  onl y be a c oupl e of  weeks 

no./ so t hat  we have t o get  ver y busy and f i nd a p l ac e . :.'e woul d 

l i k e t o get  car r i ed i n a chur ch *nd onl y the near  r e l a t i v es and 

f r i ends wi l l  be i n at t endanc e. I t  wi l l  pr o l abl y be hel d at  t he 

J Tour t h P r es by t er i an chur ch but  we don't want  t he J apanes e mi n i s t er  

t o per f or m the cer emony. V/e ar e goi ng to as k Dr . n̂der s on t o do 

t  i s as he p e ohes t he mor ni ng serm ons t her e. l~e hav en ' t  made 

de f i n i  e p l ans but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk i t  wi l l  be t oo d i f f i c u l t . 

I  am k i nd of  s c ar ed and exc i t ed about  get t i ng nar r i eJ . . I  

do n ' t  know any t hi ng about  i t  and l  suppose I  am. backwar d i n y s< x 
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educ at i o n . Hohody '?r : ever t ol d e about sex and I  know t hat my 

:other woul dn't da i t . I have been aehi a tone of the mar r i ed 

ni sei gi r l s I k ow and f hav been very hel pf ul . I suppose t hi s 

i s a l i t t l e nai ve b t I  hever  was cur i ous about i t be f o r e . !7ow I  

have to l ear n al l  ah»out these t ' i n- r and hr ve bee- ? "oin<; to c i ni cs 

to get the l at est i nf or mat i on. I  woul d l i ke my par ent s to be out 

her e for the marri*.. ce ve . v y but I  gues: i t can*" be ar r anged. 

I n ver expected to be mar r i e so goon, 'i'he r eal  t r ut h i s th? t I  

thought I  /as goi ng to be i.n ol d mai d and that i s why I  f e l t  de~ 

pr essed and i n a shel l  al l  the t i me. I t hought al l  the f el l ows 

woul d be t aken i n the *r ny and the gi r l s woul d be 1 f t  o ut . 1 

r esi gned mysel f to t hi s but i t r eal l y di d bot her no a l ot . I can 

t al k about i t now because I got my man. The i mpendi ng dr af t makes 

t i ngs ve y uncer t ai n yet but I m so happy that i  have been so 

l uccy. I t r eal l y has changed my ment al  out l ook, l i f e ser es much 

more wor t hwhi l e and t her e i s sunshi ne al l  ar ound, "hen ou h ve 

somebody, i  > r eal l y gi ves you somethi ng to l i ve f or and ev er y f i r i g 

l ooks br i  ht er . 

f "as i s from C el and. He was oi \  to the ar t cent er i n l o 

hngel es before the war ana that i s when 1 mot hi m the f i r st t i me 

but i t di dn't r egi st e -  at al l  mt i l  I si  w hi m agai n out h r e. Ke 

was out her e i n ( i i cago b for e the war wor ki n as a hot o r her 's 

assi st ant . He went bach to Cal i f or ni a af t er Pear l  Har bor and was 

evacuat ed wi t h t her e t of the ¿Uhonj i n. He was sent to Topai i  and 

he r el ocat ed out here i n J une. Mas I s the ol dest i n a f ami l y of 

G. ."l is f ami l y oper at ed a r est aur ant i n Oakl and bef or e the war . 

ITaa i s 25 year s ol d and hasn't be r ec l ass i f i ed yet . Re was r i ven 

a 4- , once before on account of stomach t r oubl e t hat i s cured now. 
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I  hop© I  wl  1 have a l i t t l e happ i nes s wi t h hi m bef o r e he i s t a en . 

nar r i as e wi l l  not  make any d i f f e r  noe at  a l l  i n my c-  -

set t l ement  p l ans t hat  I  have t hought  about  i n r e ar d t o my par ent s . 

I  want  t o have my par ent s i f  t hey do dec i de t o come o ut . They 

wo n ' t  come out  un l es s t  ie o f f e r  i s r ood as my f at her  has h i gh 

bl ood pr es s ur e and he i s get t i ng a l i t t l e o l d . .he l as t  t i me I  

saw my par ent s 1 t hought  i t  woul d bo bet t er  f o r  t hem t o s t ay t her e 

s i nc e onl y a f ew i s s e i  wer e comi ng out  and i t  was even r i s k y f o r  

n i s e i  t o r e s t t l e . But  now s i nc e so many o f  t he i s s ei  have come out  

and made good, I  woul d l i k e t o see ay f o l k s r es et t l ed . 

"The mor e i s s e i  t hat  our  l e f t  i n camp, t he mor e i de l  c hat t er  

wi l l  r es u l t . ¿&uraors spr ead l i k e wi l d f i r e and t hey ar gue about  

ever y l i t t l e t r i t e t h i ng . I  want  t o get  my par ent s out  of  t hat  

at  ¿ospher e� I t  a l l  depends on my par ent s ' a t t i t ude whet her  t hey 

want  t o t ak e a chance and come out  bef o r e t he end o f  tr ie war . I  

- i l l  hel p t hem i n ev er y way t hat  1 can. P r obabl y t he onl y t h i ng 

t hat  t hey c an do at  f i r s t  i s domest i c wor k and maybe my f o l k s wo n' t  

want  t o do t hat  a f t er  h e i m s t o r e owner s f o r  many y ear s . I  c an ' t  

bl ame t hem f o r  t hat . 

" I ' v e asked my par ent s s ev er al  t i mes i f  t hey nt  t o come out  

but  I  mv e n ' t  r ec ei v ed any de f i n i t  answer s f r om t hem. I  do n ' t  

want  to pr es s t hem unl es s t hey r ea l l y want  t o r es et t l e . I f  I  t e l l  

t hem t o come out  t hey may expec t  t oo much. l eas t  t hey have a 

l o t  o f  a i r , s uns hi ne and f ood and do n' t  have t o wor r y about  mak i ng 

a l i v i n g . Dad was n ' t  ab l e t o s al vage enough o f  h i s bus i nes s t o 

r et i r e o n. He woul d have been abl  t o do i t  by now i f  we hadn ' t  

been ev ac uat ed, - ad want s t o go back t o Pas dena and s t ar t  a l l  

over  agai n but  t hat  j us t  i s n ' t  p r ac t i c a l . To hi m t her e i s no p l ac e 



l i k e Pas adena and he i s determi ne to zo ban': t her eev ent u? l l y . 

"I woul d l ' ' :e to get more set t l e:' c nd have a pl ace wher e I 

coul d have a r eal  hone. Thi s i s more of a rake shi r t l i f e and ther e 

ar e too many wor r i es from l i v i ng from day to l i ve. JSven t x my 

soc i al  l i f e has not been sat i sf yl n: enough as -  oon't hsve BV.ff I -

ci ent l ei sur e t i me. Mas has been comi ng over ev r y ni ;ht so I 

have to ent er t ai n hi m and J  don't have enoug h t l  o t<-  do the other 

t hi ngs. V at I want to l o. I usual l y do my -  as'-  inf. on nday ai d 

sew i n and cor r espondence on Tuesday. e n< sday I go out to di nner 

v.!th "as and Thur sday ni ht I wash ny hai r . Thur sday "as and I <30 

v i s i t f r i ends and Sat ur day we go .. anc i ĝ or s'methi n- % : unde-  I  

sl eep l at e and ;o out wi t h Masa l at er . I have quest s coml i G oner 

once a reek too. I suppose I have about 15 f r i ends out her-  horn 

I '- :now f ai r l y wel l . I »ve met ot her f r i ends and they ar e ni ce 

peool e. Usual l y f r i ends from camp fat my addr ess from my frOLkr 

and they l ooke me up so I t ake the -  ar ound. I t r eal l y i s sever al  

groups that 1 know and we don't al l  get t oget her at one t i me, A 

l ot of ZRt t os x f r i ends si?e at work and we do t hi tr: t oget her , 

vhen :r j  t o nor r oo - mates do thin* s to j et <er . Mas has hi s own 

r r̂oup and I 'm r ot t i ng to know them t oo. 

"Usual l y when we /?et t oget her i n smal l  - roups wo do t � nrrs 

i n pr i vat e. I ' i  ar ai nst those l ar ge scal e ni sei  event s as the 

ni sei  d o i ' t  enow ho v. t c conduct, t hemsr l ves. I t  i s too conspi cu-

ous to have t hose Is.rf- e t wi nes. I ' d r at her &o to >ubl i c pl aces 

wi th "as al one as i t  i s more f un. I f eel  much more at east i n 

t hese t hi nr s than i n t he st r i c t l y ni sei  gat her i ngs. : have never 

been di scr i mi nat ed a? i nst when I ' v e one to publ i c pl aces and I 

t hi nk that al l  ni sei  can ro out J ust as e-  si l y as I do i f they 
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r ea. l y want ed t o . The t r oubl e i s t hat  t hey ar e t oo c l i q u i s h and 

t hey do n ' t  ma Ice any at t empt . 

" y s u a l l y when I ' m al one at  home 1 never  have t i me t o l i st en-

t o t he r adi o except  f o r  a f ew s el ec t  pl ays and news . I  do n ' t  get  

a chance t o r ead t he :e s paper  e i t h er . I  do r ead so ê f i c t i o n 

v hen I  heve a chance but  do n ' t  Have much c h mo e l a t e l y . I  do n ' t  

c o r r es pondent  wi t h peopl e o f  Pasadena as i  have l o s t  cont ac t  wi t h 

t hen except  one co l or ed f p l l o w who i s y b r o t her ' s f r i en d . "y 

c o r r es pondei c e i s wi t h my br o t her , a n i s i e i n < Yor k: ana f e l l o ws 

i n t he A my . I ' v e hear d t hat  a l ot  o f  n i s e i  n r  l onesome but  I  

do n ' t  see how t h i s i s po s s i b l e as t hey a l l  seem t o bel ong t o some 

¡roup and t hat  i s why t ' e y come out  her e i n t he f i r s t  p l ac e. 

f , I  do n ' t  want  t he n i s e i  t o beoome s egr egat ed out  her e. I  

t h i nk i t  wi l l  be up t o t he i nd i v i dua l s t o tx come as s i mi l a t ed as 

uc h as p o s s i b l e . I t  wi l l  be t he so me thins at  L os n̂gel  s i f  t hey 

have a l i t t l e Tokyo out  her e, '¿hi s i s no sood f o r  t he n i s e i . I  

do n ' t  now o f  any n i s e i  who have made many Oeuc es i an f r i ends out  

her e except   ̂ s ak o . The bi gges t  bar r i er  f o r  t he ni sei  i s that they 

ar e t i me al  ho a l o t  o f  t hem ar e obnoxi ous and t hey c an ' t  «¿ven make 

n i s e i  f r i en ds . I  do n ' t  t h i nk i t ' s des i r o us vt a i l  f o r  t hem t o 

l i mi t  t hemsel ves t oo much. Ther e i s def  i n i t el y not  any need f o r  

any o f  t ho s en i aei  c l ubs l i k e bef o r e, '¿he n i s ei  can see each ot her 

out  her e v i t hout  ha v i ne a l l  t hose or gs n i dat i o ns and t hey wi l l  be 

bet t er -  o f f . 

"1 hav en ' t  r l v c t he f ut ur e p o l i t i c a l  s t at us of  t he n i s e i  much 

t hought  al t ho I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  we wi l l  ever  l o s e oar  c i t i z en s h i p , 

I  c r t ai  l y woul d l i k e t o know what  t he ni s?;i  ar e , i g t i ng f o r  i n 

t h i s war . "i l l  t hey have t o come back: t o t he seme o l d d i s c r i mi  l a-
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t i on aa bef o r e? I t  i s a de f i n i t e p o s s i b l i t y as t he nar r ow- mi nded 

~ er i eens who ho l d pr ej udi c es wi l l  hot  oh nee t oo much not  mat t er  

what  t he w i t i s about . They j us t  t al k about  i t  and t hat 's about  

as f ar a i t goes. 

r I t h i nk that i t mi ĥt make a; di f f er ence i f the Henub" l oans 

were el ect ed this ovember . Republ i cans are iuch norn c - se- va-

t i ve and of the upper c l ass and wo l dn' t o such d r st i c t hi ngs. 

I t ' s 16o:s hard t hough. I 'm iot vot i ng t hi s t i me and ny vote 

won't make any di f f er nee. I 'm j ust hopi n that when the sol di er s 

oore back they wi l l  yel l  l oud eno gh f or a r eal  \ e l ooraoy. I t i s 

possi bl e, but maybe 'lu- an bei ngs nro not abl e to r eal i ze democr acy 

compl et l y because they tend to bo out f or t hemsel ves. I t i r a 

l atural  i nst i nc t . 

' : :°w t a t we ar e i n i t , I  be l i ev e t hat  al l  of the ni sei  shoul d 

suppor t t he /ar ef f or t even t hou ' the onl y t hi ng I have one i s 

t o buy a few war  1 do that I was for ded to >u: chase, - he evaona-

U n was iot j ust i f i .nl . but th t I al l  past now. I t hi nk that the 

ev e.i at i on turned no t o f  the i ssei  and ki bei to a pro- J apan stand 

as they . e l i  f t nt too nuc'i  i nj ust i ce was feting d ne. They r eal l y 

11 :ed er i ca but they wo »e hur t to bo expel l ed l i ke t hat . I 

thin!,, t t i .: they ware gi ven c chance t ey oul d s t i l l  coma out 

- or  t hi s count r y. I t hi nk most :>f Mo ni sei  ar e l oy 1 but a l ot 

of t hen wer e i nf l uenced by pa rants /ho ĥ nged t hei r mi nds be-

cause they we:- e t oo youn i n c, ip and t hey di dn't have not hi ng but 

J ap nese ar ound t hen. - 11 they need i s « hanoe o .- rove them-

sel ves ai d they wi l l  co- no !:h]r>u ;h. 

�I t i i  i  t i . Amer i ca and J apan wore not s > st ubbor r , war 

mi cht have been rsvibiu.ed. I woul  l i ke to see J ? prn def eat ed ni l l -
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t ar i st i oal l y but I don't thin'.-  thoy shoul d he wi ped of f the face 
t hi s count ry 

of the nap l i ke ifegjr want to do r i ght now. I woul d l i ke to see 

J apan wi t h a for- ": o f  gover nment  wher e t he peopl e mean somethi nc*? 

? nd i t  i s not  a l l  i i rrgr  c n t r o i . I  t h i nk t her e i s a chance f o r  

r ea l  democvacy mor e t han t h i s c ount r y bec aus e t he p eo . l e ar e not  
a l l  mi xed up i n t o d i f f e r en t  r ac es . 

i  

v , y at t i t udes t owar d Ger many i s t he same as she has a l o t  of  

;ood poi  t s t oo . I t  woul d be s i l l y t o t r y t o br  ak i t  up en t i r e l y 

as i t  woul d o nl y l ead t o anot her  war  o f  r evenge l a t er  on. I t  may 

bo a l i t t l e har der  f o r  t V n i s e i  when a l l  o f  t h at t ent  i on i f  t urned 

t o J apan t hough but  when - mer i ca get s t he upper  hand over  J apan, 

t he peopl e wi l l  bo nor o t o l er ant  t owar ds us . '¿he who l e Amer i can 

p ub l i c c an ' t  be chanced ov er ni ght  and i t  has t o .be done l i t t l e by 

l i t t l e , -  he n i s e i  c an do some o f  t h i s wor k r i ght  now, 

" I  do n ' t  wor r y t oo much about  a l l  o f  t he nnt i - J apanese publ i -

c i t y . e are i n a ver y awkwar d po s i t i o n and i f  we y e l l  t oo ueh 

t  seems ps uedo - pat r i o t i o . e shoul d r emai n as cal m as po s s i b l e 

and ac t  l i ' :e t he o t her  A er i c ans expec t  us t o . That  i s , bei ng 

l o y a l , '¿'he Bi es oor.- mi tt .ee i s a danger ous gr oup and i t  i s t he 

s i l l i e s t  t hi nr : I ' v e ever  hear d o f  s i nc e i t  t wi s t s t h© t  u t h a l l  

ar ound. Di es i s j us t  a r ac e monger  and he i s t r y i nr ; t o c r eat e 

r ac e hat r ed . I  t hi nk he casued t he Dot  o i t  r i o t  bec aus e of  some 

o f  t he t h i ngs he s a i d . I  do n ' t  t h i nk i n e l l i  ont  peo l e ar e r ea l l y 2 

t aken i n by what  he s ay s , '¿he Hear s t  paper s ar e s t upi d t oo . how-

ev er  t he r eal  danger ous peopl e ar e t he r ac i s t s o f  Ca l i f o r n i a . I  

have r ead about  t h m i n t he P ac i f i c - i t i zon. '¿hey thi nk; t hey r et  

mor e p r es t i ge b h i t t i n g t he n i ho n j i n and i t  c er t a i n l y was unde-

mor aot i o . I t  was pur e Naai i s m and 1 s t i l l  t hey ar e s t i l l  howl i ng 



f or our  s k i ns * I l èv e t he s t at e of  Ca l i f o r n i a , but oh, r one o f  

t hose peopl e er e c r azy . 

"I thin1- : t hat  wo ar e r e t t i ne mor e f avo a b l e pub l i c i t y not ;, 

e spec '.al l y i n ¡o .e of  ' h e newspaper  ed i t - r i a l s . I do n ' t  t h i nk 

not hi n wi l l  change to< much u n t i l  t he r i c an publ i c et s t o 

a ow t he n i s e i  r ea l  we l l , '¿hi s wi l l  have t o be done t hr ough many 

i nd i v i dua l  cont act s-  anC a l o t  of  i t  i s up t o t he n i s e i . j ,t  t he 

s a ' 8 t i me t he ' ecul d do noi  -  t o pave the way f o r  us i f  i t  t r i ed , 

T t h i nk t oo ' a n y o f  t he Pa per s o me i  J ust  l oc k s at  <e who l e t hi ng 

as i f  i t  wer e mer el y a J ob and i t  i s no c r i cer n o f  t he i r  a f t e r  5 

p . 

[ ? OT my own f ut ur e, l o o f  i t  i s up t o me ai d I  t h i nk t hat  

t her e ar e p o s s i b i l i t i e s al t ho i t  Cor e l ook bad v.t  t i mes , - t  per -

SO'-  i s never  at  a st.-  nds t i l l  anc: I  t h i nk I  am ;.oi  � 7 t ' ovn r d a l i t t l e , 

::t  seems l i k e I  t  n much mor e human t hose day s . I  used t o et  t  

l i t t l e gr i ped at  t hi ngs bef o r e but  now X c an l ook at  t hem mor e 

devel oped 

m t ur el y even t hough I ' m not  y e t . The c hanc es f o r  f ut ur o 

happi nes s ar e ood nd I  ara s a t i s f i ed enough wi t h my pr ogr es s to 

t l i i nk t hat  l i f e has s t i l l  a l o t  o f  t h i ngs i n s t o r e f o r  m e ,  ̂




