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MMORAHPUH ON A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE RES&TTLSMSNT 

PROGRAM III OHIO AGO AND ST* LOUIS 

1. Introduction 

The influx of the Japanese and their American-born chil dren to 

the Mid-west has been, until recently, in such small number s that v/e 

cannot speak of it in terms of waves of migration. The vang uard came 

many decades ago from the Pacific Coast and had long before the war 

made their homes in this area* After the attack on Pearl H arbor 

many migrated voluntarily in order to escape evacuation. D uring the 

fall of 1942 and early in 1933, a few more appeared in the area, most 

to attend schools. The migration in large numbers did not begin 

until the spring and summer of 1943 when the governmental  policy 

became that of getting as many people out of relocatio n centers as 

possible. 

The resettlement phase, or the last migration to the Mid -west, 

may be viewed, in a sense, as a fashion movement beginning i n the 

various relocation centers. Among the Nisei there develop ed a certain 

amount of discontent, particularly after the registrati on, and gradu-

ally some of these discontents began to crystallize. Th e voluntary 

migration was, in a sense, a collective adjustment to the situation 

which v/as collectively defined as undesirable. Some Ni sei came out 

with definite objectives in mind; others came simply beca use their 

friends came, and because leaving the project had become a  fad. 1 

1. See Herbert Blumer, "Collective Behavior," in Robert E. 
Park, Outline of the Principles of Sociology, New York, Ba rnes and 
Noble, IMS, Chapter ̂ /especially pp.~S?1>77. 



Virtually all of the individuals involved in the last mi gra-

tion appeared in the Mid-west under somewhat similar cir cumstances. 

They were uprooted from the many ties, the mutual claims, and the 

chain of expectations of small Japanese communities on the Pacific 

Coast and found themselves in the impersonal atmosphere of the large 

cities. As might have been expected, similar problems have arisen in 

the various centers of secondary settlement. 

And yet, in comparing the resettlement in St. Louis and C hicago 

one cannot help but noting some outstanding differences in the pat-

terns of personal and social adjustments. 'Therefore, a co mparative 

study of the two areas may prove extremely worthwhile in th at it may 

be possible to isolate factors which would otherwise be u ndiscernible. 

2. Resettlement of the Nisei in Chicago 

General Characteristics 

Chicago, as might be expected of any city with a populatio n of 

almost four million people, is characterized by impersonal  social, re-

lationships. Another factor which may prove of some sig nificance is 

the existence of numerous racial colonies and latent host ility between 

the various groups. For example, one man remarked,  n I don f t mind 

American-Japs, but I hate the Jews, Chinks, and Niggers.  The Irish 

are the worst of them all," The weather is poor in compar ison to 

California, and there is a lack of housing and a crowding o f other 

facilities because of the war-time changes in the econo my of the city. 2 

2. For studies of the city of Chicago, see the various mon o-
graphs published in the University of Chicago Sociologica l Series. 



Most of the Nisei in Chicago are young, either in their late 

1 teens  or their twenties. There are very few Issei in Chicago. I t 

is difficult to say how many are living in the city, but it is esti-

mated that there are tretween 2,000 and 3,000 present. The re are no 

accurate statistics on the age of sex distribution nor of t he educa-

tional or occupational background. She Nisei in Chicago are distri-

buted in various occupations. Many of them have jobs far more lucra-

tive than any they had ever held before. Many are finding for the 

first time in their lives jobs for which they have technic al train-

ing. On the other hand, there are those who are simply mov ing from 

one menial task to another. 

Although there are no definite areas of concentration in C hi-

cago, many Nisei live in apartment homes and hotels on t he near 

north-side and in apartments on the south-side in the vicinity of the 

University of Chicago. Others are living near the Jewish quarters on 

the west-side, and there are many who are scattered throug hout the 

rest of the city. ®iere are no definite social centers t o which all 

Nisei can go. 

2here were originally about two hundred Japanese in Chic ago 

area but the main influx began early in 1943 and hit its pe ak in early 

summer when an estimated 150 to 200 were arriving every w eek. By now 

this influx has dropped to almost a dribble. At first, the re was no 

hostility towards the Nisei. Most of the natives, not knowing the 

difference between Nisei and other Oriental and being ig norant of the 

evacuation on the Pacific Coast, v/ere indifferent. The  first diffi-

culty arose a few days after the announcement of the exec ution of the 

Tokyo flyers, A group of citizens in Marengo, a town ne arby, protest-

ed the use of evacuee labor by the Curtiss Candy Company. An agree-

ment was reached, however, and nothing more happened for a month. 



During the summer» when a larger number of re settlers ap peared in the 

city, two things occurred. A group of Hawaiian Nisei irx the near 

north-side became involved in a brawl with a group of F ilipino 

sailors and the incident was given unfavorable publicit y, particularly 

by the Hearfet paper, The Dies Committee hearings recei ved much com-

ment in the CLiicago papers, especially in the Pier aid- American. It 

was about this time that several Nisei lost their jobs and their 

apartments.̂  

In general, the publicity has been unfavorable, although the 

Chicago Tribune has carried a series of sympathetic arti cles. The 

Chicago Sun has generally been favorable, and the Dally Ne w 3 and the 

Times have been neutral. The Hearst Heraid-American lias been the only 

paper that has been consistently agitating against  the resettlement 

program. 

There are three organisations that have been set up prim arily 

for the purpose of assisting resettlers and a number of oth ers which 

have been helping incidentally to their major function . The War He-

location Authority, headed by Elmer I>. Shirrell, has a large staff to 

care for job placing, contacting unions, and to some exten t, coun-

selling and assisting in other ways. The American Frien ds Service 

Committee has also set up a special office in cooperation with the 

United Brethrens Church and have devoted much time to couns elling. 

Nisei and assisting them in finding housing. These two organizations 

are also operating hostels to provide temporary housing f or the new-

comers. The JACL also has an office and is devoting it s time, mainly, 

to public relations. Cooperating with these agencies is t he Chicago 

3. It would be difficult to attribute the hostility again st 
the Nisei to the publicity given to the Dies hearings; how ever, it 
is interesting to note that these things happened at abou t the same 
time« 



Federation of Churches which has set up a special committ ee to work 

on the probleris of resettlement. 

The local policy of the V/.R.A, has been influenced gre atly by 

the convictions of Mr« Shirrell. Having been a project d irector him-

self and being familiar with conditions in the center, Mr . Shirrell 

argues that anything, no matter how bad, is better than rem aining in 

the project. His philosophy is, therefore, to get as many  people as 

possible out and to do as much as he can to help them back t o normal 

lifo. 03iere is much opposition to "pampering", however , and the 

responsibility of the W.R.A. ends when assistance in i nitial adjust-

ment has been given* An effort is made to shift the respons ibility 

back to the re settlor and put him  :! on his own . 

Patterns of -Personal Adjustment 

Among the outstanding characteristics of personal adj ustment 

among rosettlers in Chicago are restlessness and disconten t about 

almost everything. There are constant complaints about t he lack of 

housing, about the poor quality of jobs, about the treatm ent in the 

various agencies, and about the lack of an adequate social l ife. 

There i3 much uncertainty about the future and a groat fea r of inse-

curity. One of the most noticeable characteristics is the extremely 

high occupational mobility. Many Nisei have given up thei r jobs for 

seemingly inadequate reasons and have often returned to the agencies 

in the quest of new positions. The one thing that many Nise i seem to 

be seeking is a job with high pay. One often hears the compl aint 

that the living costs are so high that one cannot possibly li ve with-

out a high income. 

This high occupational mobility has led to the adoption by some 

employers of phrases such as "60-day Japs". At first this phenomenon 



is difficult to understand, especially when we consider the fact that 

most Nisei, prior to evacuation, worked so diligently in m enial tasks 

as to win high praise from even the most critical of emplo yers. Why, 

then, should these same individuals drift from one job to another when 

these positions are often so much better than any that they had held 

before? For one thing, the Nisei have a new definition of the s itua-

tion, i.e., of the relationship between their abilities a nd of the 

available jobs. They are well aware of the fact that man power is 

scarce and that their labor is needed badly. 'Ihey there fore conceive 

of themselves as being in a position to bargain whereas t hey had 

never boon in a similar situation before, Ihey therefore se ek jobs 

that either pay well or which are consistent with the pursuit of 

certain life-goals that they had long harbored. Further more, in the 

various relocation centers, the Nisei were given an oppor tunity to 

do the kind of work for which they were trained. They we re also ox-

posed to a wider range of positions and gained experience in the 

types of work in which they had long been interested. Ho w, many are 

not interested in going back to the menial tasks of pre- war days. 

Finally, and perhaps most important, in the pre-evacuati on communi-

ties, the employers were often Japanese—often friends of t he 

employee's parents—and the pressures of the family and th e community 

kept the individual from compUtinin-, bargaining, or qui tting. In 

Mid-west, without the community or the family to apply neg ative 

sanctions, the individuals are more free to do as they see  fit. It 

is possible that the emancipation from the community c ontrols is a 

crucial factor. 

Possibly because of the size of the city there is a tende ncy 

among resettlers to form small social groups, or clique s, among their 

former friends or among friends that they made in the cent ers, vith 



little effort to seek any association with Caucasians. S mall cliques 

spend their* leisure time visiting each other, discussin g their per-

sonal problems, and attending places of commercialised amusement 

together. 

Qiere seems to bo a sense of imoermanence about the stay in 

Chicago. There are some, to be sure, who like the city  so much that 

they intend to remain after the war. But it seems that the majority 

•still have a tendency toward orientation to the Pacific Coast. They 

still identify themselves as Californians or Northwcster ners and still 

look to the Pacific Coast as their home. There is, furthermo re, some 

talk about further migrations eastward, possibly to New York or to 

other points. There seems to be no identification of perso nal inter-

ests with Chicago, very little community pride, and a s ense of being 

in the city temporarily until something better turns up . There seems 

to be no sense of belonging» 

Another characteristic pattern of adjustment is the depe ndence 

upon the various agencies and upon the early re settler s for aid. 

Whenever a Nisei needs a job or is in some difficulty, he immediately 

runs to the .R.A. or to the Friends Service Committee, not only to 

ask for assistance, but quite often to demand that the agen cies solve 

their problems for ;hem. According to the definition o f the situation 

of many Nis  -i,  the responsibility of the V/,R.A. goes much further than 

that of assisting in the initial job placement and extend s even to 

caring for minor porsonal problems, such an, inability t o get dates. 

Among tho major problems a3 defined by re settlors are: (l) 

finding adequate housing, (2) getting a satisfactory job, a nd (3) 

combatting loneliness. Complaints about lack of social  gatherings 

exclusively for Nisei are quite widespread. Some Nisei wo rry about 

adverse publicity in the various newspapers and many are  worried about 



resettling their parents. Some of the men are worried abou t the 

draft; others are worried about marriage; and a small min ority are 

constantly agitating about integration into the Caucasian community. 

Loneliness is a common complaint. It is not simply that the 

individuals do not have anyone to speak to. It is simply t hat the nev; 

community in which the individual lives has no meaning to him. The 

life-organization of many Nisei takes meaning only wit h reference to 

the type of community in which he was born and reared. His attitudes 

correspond to the values of the community, and his concept ions of him-

self, of his role, and of his career are with reference t o a place in 

the Japanese community, if a Nisei wants to be a doctor, his con-

ception of his career is not that of a man sacrificing for humanity 

in a hospital but rather of a successful general practitio ner with an 

office in the second floor of a small building on Cente r Street, in 

the middle of the Japanese community. These conceptions a re inter-

related into a network, much of which loses meaning in t he nev/ com-

munity. 

Another complaint Is that of not having a home. The relocati on 

center, where the remainder of the family is living, is no t defined as 

home. As one Nisei remarked, "What I miss most of all is a pla ce to 

go to at Christmas time.  ''  %ere is the sense of insecurity, of not 

belonging to anything, and of not having one's "feet on t he ground." 

There are many instances in personal disorganisation, alth ough 

individuals vary in degree. Among a number of individual s there is no 

overt manifestation and serious mental conflicts and yet, their lives 

seem to be meaningless and planless. When asked about th eir future 

careers, they reply that they have no plans and intend to "take things 

as they come." There is no systematic quest of any particula r life 

goal. There is no definite conception of a career; there is no defi-



nito conception of the role that the individual is pla ying in the 

community. Many are living a day-to-day existence*~ Ins tances of 

street walking have been reported, and there are some wh o seem to be 

almost chronic drunks. As one resettler remarked, "V/he n you walk into 

a nice restaurant as Sltel's or Girnbel 1s, you don ! t see a single 

•Boochio*, but any time you go to a pool hall, a burlesqu e, a bar, or 

a gambling den you*re sure to see at least a couple. 

Patterns of Social Adjustment 

Actually it is very difficult for any nisei in Chicago t o have 

a definite conception of himself, of his role or of his car eer, ihe 

resettlers came to Chicago, accustomed to certain chains o f mutual 

claims and expectations, such as those which existed in t he Japanese 

communities and in his relations to Caucasians. On the oth er hand, 

most Chicagoans had no routine expectations of behavior to ward Orien-

tals and consequently neither knew exaatly what to ant icipate of the 

other. Some Nisei were surprised that they Ilad not bee n discriminated 

against more often. On the other hand, some have receiv ed rebuffs in 

situations which would have gone over smoothly on the Paci fic Coast. 

In brief, there has been no crystallisation of expectati ons on the 

part of either Nisei or the Caucasian public and as yet no etiquette 

of race relations has developed as it has in the case of Negroes. 

Gradually, as the resettlement program went on, and espe cially after 

the unfavorable publicity, more Chicagoans became aware of the in-

creasing number of Japanese in their midst. Some hosti le attitudes 

developed but, on the whole, the treatment received by the  Nisei has 

4. For a discussion of similar phenomena see the treatm ent 
given to the concepts of .¡mile Durkheim (Le Suicide) a nd Maurice Halb-
v/achs (Les Causes du Suicide) in ̂ lton Mayo, The Human Pro blems of an 
Indiistrial Civilization, Hew York, Macmillan, 1933. 
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depended upon the individual Caucasian. 

Several of the organized groups that have already been men tioned 

have been quite active in assisting the adjustment of th e Kisei« The 

Chicago Church Federation, with the assistance of a numbe r of evacuee 

ministers, has started a program of ''counselling for Int egration"« 

The ministers in the already established churches have bee n contacted 

and in each area where the liisei have settled, some mini sters have 

been persuaded to go out of his way to invite the newcome rs to his 

church. Other ministers have been more active and have a ctually sought 

out individuals with whom they could talk over various pro blems. Nu-

merous conflicts have developed within the organisation,  especially 

between those who believe that the Nisei should be pushed t o integrate 

into the general community regardless of ..hat effects it may have upon 

the personality of the individuals involved, and those w ho feel that 

personal adjustment and the happiness of tho individuals is far more 

important than "assimilation , 

Two groups began working on a comprehensive program for tho in-

tegration of Nisei into the Caucasian community. Early in t he summer 

tv/o J.A.C.L. men came forth with a proposal based upon the assumption 

that most Nisei were incapable of meeting Caucasians witho ut some 

preliminary training and advice« They therefore propose d a program 

including a "transitional group' 1 composed entirely of Nisei in which 

the individuals were to receive instructions  on.  how to get along with 

Caucasians, From this point it was proposed that integrati on take 

place. Since many objected that onceLthe Nisei got into th e 'transi-

tional group :  , they would never leave it, the plans has been tempo-

5« 'The conceptual framework used is based upon the devel opment 
by Robert £« Park of certain notions of Max Weber (Wirtscha ft und 
Gosellschaft). bee Introduction to the Science of Soclo lo"̂ yI Chicago, 
University of Chicago tress, 1924« 



rarily dropped. 

The second plan has been developed largely by Ralph Smelzer , 

director of the Brethren 1s hostel, who no doubt, means well In his 

work but who has offended many Nisei by his curt manneri sms. Smelzer ! s 

plan works in with the plan of the Church Federation, and t he intention 

is to integrate the Nisei through various religious group s and through 

cooperation with the Chicago Park Commission, 

Among other groups interested in the welfare of the reset tlers is 

the Hyde Park Committee for Assistance to Resettlers wit h its head-

quarters at the International House. This group has me t from time to 

time but has done noshing more than have a tea attended by about 70 or 

80 Nisei and listen to reports of visitations made by var ious members 

of the committee. This group is also closely tied with the Church 

Federation. 

As one might expect among a group of individuals in a city  as 

large as Chicago, there has been some difficulty in get ting the f>roup 

together. Ihere is not sufficient effective communicat ion as yet for 

a Nisei society." ©xere is, to some extent, some identif ication on the 

part of Hisei to each other and an awareness of the fact th at there are 

certain problems which are common to all resettlers. Howe ver, there is 

not sufficient communication between the members of the society for the 

possibility of crystallization of this awareness or any c ollective ad-

justment to the collectively defined problem. 

In brief, therefore, the resettlement in Chicago is char acterized 

by restlessness, discontent, high occupational mobility, a sense of 

impermanonce and dependency. The Nisei are also having d ifficulty in 

6, We are arbitrarily defining"society" a3 an aggregati on of 
individuals ishose meaningful social relationships tak e Dlaee within 
a closed group. 



finding their status in the community. Since they have be en uprooted 

from a stable community in which they had a definite plac e, they are 

now having difficulty in trying to get a conception of  their present 

status in the new community where their position is a3 ye t undefined 

and where they are unable to anticipate the behavior of ot hers. e 

have, as yet, nothing more than random behavior and ther e is as yet, 

not sufficient communication for any collective adjust ments. 

Among tho various voluntas associations involved in assi sting 

the resettlement program there is a constant conflict betw een those 

who feel that the getting together of large numbers of Ki sei should be 

avoided at all costs, and those who fear that the indivi duals will 

become personally disorganized unless they have some ass ociation with 

other members of their group. In spite of the many efforts to find a 

place for the  re settlers,  on the whole, only those individuals who 

have shown initiative and those who have been fortunate i n their con-

tacts have gone ahead to make a place for themselves. 

5. Resettlement of the Nisei in ¿it. j.»ouis 

General Characteristics 

St. Louis is a city with a population from 800,000 to 9 50,000 

with the primary economic institutions of transportati on and industry. 

Its weather is very much like that of Chicago because of it s proximity 

to the Mississippi River. Unlike Chicago, however, there i s a much 

greater degree of friendliness in the inter-personal re lationship be-

tween individuals and a much greater sense of community p ride and 

indemnification with the community on the part of the people. As a 

Southern state, the people have a traditional attitude t oward the 

Negro. In contrast to Chicago, the churches and the Y.i' .C.A* have 



considerable Influence in the community. Finally^ there is not Hearst 

paper in St, Louis» 

A largo number of the Nisei resettlers in St. Louis are stu dents. 

Perhaps one-third to one-half of those living in St. Louis a nd the 

suburbs are attending Washington University, St. Louis U niversity, or 

one of the affiliated technical schools* It is estimate d that there 

are between 200 and 250 Nisei in St, Louis proper plus about  80 who are 

working in the nearby farms,  espec ia l l y  in Chesterfield, There are a 

number of girls in domestic work in various suburbs who are somewhat 

isolated from the remainder of the population. 'The soc ial center 

seems to be '..ashington University and almost everyone in  the area, 

with the exception of those working on the farms, knows or is related 

to someone attending the university. 

Shore were originally very few Japanese in St. Louis. It is 

believed that there were four families there before the war . In 

September, 1342, the vanguard of the migration, a few st udents who had 

been accepted at Washington University, arrived in he city. These 

individuals, In cooperation with Mr. Arno  Haack.  of the University 

Y.M.C.A., worked diligently to pave the way for those t o follow. 

Public discussions were held and the few Nisei who were the re filled 

many speaking engagements, were interviewed by newspaper reporters; 

and were given favorable publicity. There has been but o ne unfavor-

able editorial in all the newspapers in St, Louis combined, and upon 

that occasion Mr. Haack succeeded in getting an immediate change of 

policy. Mr. Haack also succeeded in getting the cooperat ion of the 

St. Louis Churc  •  Federation, and several other organizations have been 

formed to help the resettlers in being accepted in the co mmunity. 

Among the high points in the history of the resettlement in St. 

Louis was the very sympathetic speech given by Supreme C ourt Justice 



Rat ledge in the Spring of 1943. Mich publicity was given to his 

speech, and the evacuees are of the opinion that the talk of  the great 

jurist was an important factor in the accept&nce of Nisei . 

The V/ar Relocation Authority office consists of Fir. Kenned y, 

the field director, two Caucasian assistants and a Nisei stenographer. 

The major activity of the 7/.R.A. has been  that of job placement; 

housing has been handled by Mr, Haack and his organization . Hr. Ken-

nedy's philosophy is to get only as many resettlers into the area as 

can be placed in good jobs. He feels that the responsibility  of the 

W.R.A. ends when the person is placed in his first job. Act us?ally, 

therefore, Mr. Haack and his group have been far more active in assifefc-

ing in the adjustment of the resettlers. 7 

Personal Adjustment 

There seems to bo relative satisfaction on the part of the re -

settlers, even among those with comparatively menial jobs . The Nisei 

in St. Louis seem to be aware of the fact that there are better jobs 

in Chicago but there seems to be little desire on their pa rt to leave. 

Only a few Nisei have good jobs, jobs for which they were tra ined, and 

yet there seems to be a relatively low occupational mobilit y. This is 

not to say that there is no discontent, but in contrast to Chi cago far 

more individuals seem to be satisfied with their positio ns. 

Another characteristic pattern of adjustment is the formati on of 

cliques among the Nisei. For exarople, a group of students f rom the 

University of California stay among themselves most of th e time. Pos-

sibly because of the large student population there seems t o be more 

7. Unfortunately, there was no opportunity to speak to Mr. 
Kennedy and all information about the .R.A. is second-hand a nd 
subject to checking. 



effort on the part of some individuals to mix with Caucasian s. Some 

of the  men speak with considerable pride about talcing Caucasian girls 

out on date. 

There is, to some extent, a tendency to identify themsel ves to 

St. Louis. The resettiers point to various points in the  city to 

their visitors with considerable pride. Many of the res ettlerc, es-

pecially the students, say that they like the city and int end to stay. 

Many of them state openly that they do not want better jobs e lsewhere. 

1. Yoshio Ota (21) had just finished training in a weldin g 
school. He did not have any job and wanted one very badl y 
because his finances were running low. He said,  : I need a job 
very badly but I want to look in St. Louis first, if it' s just 
impossible to get work here, I guess I'll try Chicago. I kno w 
of a job up there where I could get about ,1.50 an hour, but 
tomorrow I'm going to see a man about a job  here. "  On the 
following day Yoshio got a job paying 35 cents an hour. He 
remarked,  ,! l"'m glad that I can stay here in St. Louis. Chicago 
is a helluva place. I know that I'm not getting paid as much 
but  I ju3t like the town and I want to stay here.  8 

2. Bill Sato (22) had just been offered a job in Albion, 
Michigan, as a recreation leader for $80 a month plus roo m and 
board and free training. He consulted  I-Ir.  Haack and a number 
of his friends and had considerable difficulty in makin g up 
his mind. He felt that the job was a good one since it wou ld 
ordinarily call for a man with considerably more training t han 
ho had had. One of his points was, "I just hate to leave St. 
Louis. I've many so many nicei friends here and I don't want 
to go away and leave them. ,:9 

•There is to some extent an orientation to the Pacific Coa st but 

on the other hand, there seems to be developing a sense of ha ving 

vested interests. There seom3 to be some agreement among  the nisei 

that the zoot suit boys should not be allowed to come to L> t. Louis. 

This feeling seems to imply that the individuals are rel atively satis-

fied and do not want the present status menaced by the p resence of 

irresponsible nisei. 

o. Iíaz Inouye (.1), when asked about zoot-suiters, re-
plied, "If those god damn bastards come in here, we're go nna 
got together and run them out of here. e don't want thos e 
buns mossing around. The hakujin will get to thinking w e're 

8. Field notes, Sept. 11 and lb, 1943. 
9. '̂iold notes, oept. 10, 1945. 



all bums." 10 

4. George Tenma (27) had just returned from a date where 
he had learned that his fiancee had quit her job as a domestic. 
"iliero was nothing wrong; she just quit. She's too young and 
dossn't realize hor responsibility, When I found out 1 cal led 
up her boss and apologized. I said, ell, Mr, Besi  ;,  I guess 
you hate all Japs now, don't you?" He said, "No!" I re ally 
felt better. I don't give a damn if she is my girl; I don' t 
want her messing up anybody else's chances. 31^ 

Ihere is considerable dependence upon Mr. IXaack, known  as 

"Arno" by the Nisei, and upon Nisei friends for assist&ico  in adjust-

ment. Very few ifi&ei go to the Y/.R.A. for assistance, "he W.R.A. 

office is used simply to get leads on jobs, but all housing and per-

sonal problems are taken to "Arno" who is much more highly respected 

by the resettlers. Most people seem to have a low opinion o f Mr. 

Kennedy, and the feeling seams to be that the job is too big f or the 

man. 

Mr. Haaek feels that housing is the major problem of the Nisei. 

It is not so much a problem of discrimination as the fac t that there 

are very few furnished apartments for rent. Houses and unfu rnished 

apartments are available, but furnished apartments have  always been 

scarce in St. Louis. 3ven Army officers and their familie s are hav-

ing difficulties in finding adequate housing quarters. 12 In general, 

the Nisei seem to accept the situation and there does not se em to be 

the bitterness that exists in Chicago about inadequate fa cilities. 

13 

As one Nisei remarked, "Shikata ga nai". 

Mother major concern of the Nisei, particularly the male s tu-

dents, is the draft. There are many rumors about when the draf t is 

coming and what brauch.es of service will be opened. Many individuals 

seem to be making their plans on the assumption that the draft will 

10. Field notes, Sept. 18, 1943. 
11. Field notes, Sept. 15, 1943. 
12. Field notes, Sept. 11, 1943. 
15. It can't be helped. 



not come. They argue that the Army could not draft Nisei because it 

would not be "fair' 5 after all that had hap;;ened. In general, however* 

it seems that there is considerable concern over the mat ter. 

toons the other problems that seem to be concerning the Nis ei 

are those of what to do after the war and of resettling par ents. 

There is some indecision about having Issei out in the com munity, but 

there seems to be an awareness of what might happen if th eir parents 

were caught in the centers at the end of the war. 

Patterns of social J&.justment 

It seems that on the whole the Nisei have been accepted b y the 

white population as non-Negro. At first when the expectat ions were 

not set, no one was certain as to what to do. One Nisei c onfessed that 

for some time he was a bit hesitant about attending a movie because he 

heard that Ilegroes were not allowed to go* There was som e hesitation 

about going to good restaurants because there had been ru mors of dis-

crimination on the Pacific Coast. In fact, the Nisei expe cted to be 

discriminated against in much the same manner that the y had been treated 

on the Pacific Coast and seem to be quite surprised and pl eased by the 

more or less indifferent attitude of the people of St.  Louis. During 

the early stages* however, there were some problems. Thi s incident 

took place before the expectation had become crystallized . 

5. Arthur Ono (22), a student at the Washington University, 
was taking a picture of the smokestack on the  cam;  us, not knowing 
that a cyclotron was beneath it and was promptly arrested by the 
local police. As he was being booked at the jail the poli ce 
sergeant•came to the question, "Colored of hite" and was so 
perplexed that he left the question blank. The policeman was 
later reprimanded by his superior and asked the officer, ''Well, 
what is he, colored or white?" The question was left blank , • 

By this time, the Nisei seem to be accepted as White and t here 

has been no effort to set up another category although ru mors are 

14. Field notes, Sept. 12, 19S3. 



current in the community that efforts are being made in s ome Southern 

states to have separate seating quarters .in trains for t he Japanese. 

There seems to be some concern among the leaders of the c ommunity of 

this form of discrimination. It seems that in general the Nisei have 

accepted the general White attitude toward the Negro alth ough one 

often hears Nisei saying that they are "sorry for the N iggers 1', or 

that "the Niggers sure have a tough time". There seems to b e no 

awareness on the part of most Nisei of any relationship wh atsoever 

between the problem of the Negro and their own difficu lties. There 

is no identification or feelings of a common cause betwe en the two 

groups. 

Many Nisei admit that they are still ill at Sfeease in th e pre-

sence of Caucasians and state that they do not date White pe ople, not 

because they are afraid to ask but because they do not kn ow what to 

do. On the whole, however, resettlers seem quite satisfie d if they 

could attend night clubs, restaurants, and theatres whe re Negroes are 

barred and could even go to places where they could not g o in Cali-

fornia» 

There are many organizations that have been set up primar ily 

for the assistance of resettlers, and even more organi sations have 

assisted incidentally to their larger program. The ma jor organisa-

tion is the Inter-American group, sponsored by the Chris t Church of 

St. Louis. Its major function is to prôvide recreation f or the re-

settlers. At one time there was under consideration a p lan of coor-

dinating the handling of housing, job placement, social affairs, and 

news under this group but because of disagreements with  the .R.A. and 

other organizations and because of the lack of funds the pl an did not 

come through. .mis group, in cooperation with the Church Fe deration, 

tried to build a hostel but the .R.A, refused to coope rate and the 



Friends Service Committee was unable to allocate enoug h, money to carry 

on the plan. Finally, the W.R.A. took the function of job placement 

and the Church Federation, in cooperation with the Y.M. C.A., took the 

job of housing, and the Inter-American group was left wi th the job of 

recreational work. Consequently, every Saturday nigh t a social is 

sponsored by this group• Plans for  a news-sheet  have been considered 

but thus  far, nothing  ha3 been done. 

Besides the Church Federation, the Inter-American group and the 

A., the groups helping resettlers are the campus Y.M.C .A., the 

Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Quakers, and the Thir d Baptist 

Church, The Campus Y.M.C.A. is functioning mostly for Ni sei students, 

A Cosmopolitan Club has been formed and has sponsored picn ics and 

swimming parties. The F.Q.E. has given dinners and partie s for Nisei 

in the past but at present is comparatively inactive. The Quaker 

group is interested more in "the exchange of ideas' 1 and has sponsored 

intellectual discussions. The Third Baptist Church, th rough the Bap-

tist Students Association, has provided opportunities for the Nisei 

to meet Caucasians. 

The one event which draws Nisei from the entire area i s the 

social given by the Inter-American club. It began sev eral months ago 

when Dr. and Mrs. Ed Nakata, who were active in the Episcop al church, 

had a conference with Miss Phillips of the religious gro up about the 

lack of a social life for the Nisei, Ihe two took the mat ter to the 

bishop and the latter agreed upon a program and gaav© the  Inter-

American club the church building for every Saturday nigh t. A steer-

ing committee of Negroes, Caucasians and Nisei was formed and a 

cabinet to take caro of arrangements was appointed. Amon g the most 

active members were some Austrian refugees, 'hen the pr ogram first 

began there were approximately equal number of Caucasia ns, Negroes 





and in sei« but perhaps because tho Hi sol did not mix with o thers, tho 

number of Negroes and Caucasians attending gradually d eclined. It 

soon became almost a purely Nisei social, and tho  >e  Caucasians and 

Nogroos who did coxae vary seldom appealed again» 

6. On the third floor of tho Christ Church Gatheral a few 
Hisoi and Caucasian^ began to gather about 8:DO. Four Cauc a-
sians v/ho had apparently never come borforo, tried the ir best 
to minjlo with tho Kisol who wore present but did not soon to 
have much success* ..¡mall groups of Nisei wore standi ng along 
the sides of the huge dance floor while a phonograph was 
pla ing. About 9 o'clock games of bridge and pins-pong began 
with each group remaining very m e n to itself, About 10 
girls arrived and they likewise remained among themselves » 
By 10 o'clock there wore approximately 50 nisei  pro  sent, 
about 20 were r̂ irls. .There were four Negroes and six Cau-
casians. About 10J¿X) the dancing began, and a group of 
about 20 nisei and one Megro ,;irl danced for about ha lf an 
hour. Soma of the members of the committee kept moving 
from one circle to another coisqplainlag that there was n ot 
sufficient mixing and made efforts to introduce the new-
comers. Some of tho people wont downstaire to swim, but 
most of the poole either stood  in  a group and talked, got 
Into a bridge game, or played ping-pong with their friends . 
The four Negroes remained very much to themselves as did fi ve 
of the six Caucasians, iho other Caucasian man was on the 
steering committoo and was therefore very active, hen aske d 
why they came to the party, some of the mw&omx*B stated that 
they «ere simply curious to toow what it was all about becaus e 
they had heard so ranch about it. Soma people brought their 
friends who wore visiting in the city. A group of Indivi duals 
from Southern California monopolized one card' table wh ile 
another from the university of California in Berkeley m ono-
polized another, Aside from tho chatter in the conversati on, 
nothing more happened, tbst of the people present seemed 
quite happy, and people went home in groups when tho li?$ *ts 
were turned out at 11.o'clock.1° 

It seems, in ̂ onoral, that in spite of the excellent com munica-

tion among the individuals, there is no Hisol society in the sense 

that there is a social structure of its own. "Bxe Hisei of St . Louis 

seem to have found a place for themselves in the larger soc iety.  'Oho 

students had little difficulty in playln their roles, nor d id the 

domestics. Since there had been much publicity on the re settlement 

program, it would seem that the people of St. Louis are ei ther in-

15. Field notes, Sept. 10, 1943. 



different to Nisei or are quite sympathetic in their attitu de. It 

would seen, therefore, that the lack of unfavorable publ icity and the 

abundance of favorable publicity may have had considerabl e effect upon 

the patterns of adjustment. 

It is quite conceivable that some sort of Hisei society may be 

In formation.  Tho  communication is effective, for Washington Univer-

sity is the center of Nisei activity. The Saturday night socials also 

provide an excellent media of ideas and news. One person es timated 

that if an attractive girl came to the city, most peopl e would know 

about it in about three days and at the end of one week virtu ally 

everyone would have heard the news.-^ 

•Hie formation of a Hisei community is strongly opposed by a ll 

persons concerned. Tho governmental and religious bodies are unani-

mous and even the Hisei are agreed in principle that ther e should be 

no Japanese community in St. Louis, There is a systemati c effort on 

the part of organized  group  to house individuals in such a manner that 

they cannot get together too often, but frequent gathering s and socials 

are not only sanctioned by encouraged. 

'Ihere seems to be to some extent an awareness of certain com mon 

problems and of the fact that all evacuees are  ! 'in tho same frying 

pan". There is to some extent an identification with eac h part on the 

part of resettlers and an in-group feelin Tnere are some complaints 

about the snobbishness of some girls who refuse to spea k to others 

unless formally introduced. As ono person remarked, "Af ter all, we 

are all Nisei and we shouldn 11 be that way to each other." Some in-

dividuals attach a prestige value to having "hakujin" frie nds. Most 

Hisei know a number of Caucasians, but there is among the m ajority of 

individuals a much greater identification with fellow r esettlers. 

IS. Field notes, Sept. 10, 1943. 



The leadership among Nisei seems to be excellent, and the re-

settlers are together often enough for the leadership t o develop. On 

the whole, leaders of the nisei community are students, a nd they are 

leaders in the sense not so much that they can influence the behavior 

of their fellow Msei but in the sense that they are respecte d as good 

speakers and for their ability to make good impressions u pon the Cau-

casions* 

Aside from the Washington University campus and the Sat urday 

night socials, the downtown  Y.M.C. A.  seems to be developing into a 

Nisei social center. There are about a dozen Nisei living at the hotel 

and a group working in the basement. These individuals qu ite often 

bring their friends and gather at the social. 

It seems that the Initial adjustment to the life in St. Lo uis on 

the part of most resettlers is facilities by the activiti es of friends 

who had gone before. Most Nisei are attending school, alth ough there 

is some discontent about the low calibre of the schools t hat are open 

and about not being allowed full credit for their work. I n leisure 

time many Nisei go for cruises on "The Admiral", a streamli ned river-

boat, providing a variety of entertainment. They also att end big 

league baseball games, theatres, dances, nightclubs, go bo wling and 

spend some time visiting their friends, Most of the associ ations are 

either in churches, the Y.M.C.A. or Y.W.C.A. groups, school groups, 

work groups, groups who live together, and those v/ho had originally 

lived together in other localities. Those who have gain ed prestige in 

the Nisei community are those v/ho have taken the lead in conferences 

with Caucasians on the Nisei problem and who have taken a n active 

part in the various organisations. Prestige among the N isei,, is 

therefore, not dependent upon the size of income alone but upon factors 

as well• Naturally the past status and traditional status, a s in the 



case of professional men, has boon of some importance, 

4. Comparison of Patterns of Adjustment 

'There is great difference in the size of the two cities, and 

Chicago is characterised by a much greater degree of impersonality and 

anonymity than St, Louis. Chicago has many racial colonies ; whereas 

in St, Louis only the Negroes are segregated. The scarci ty of housing 

and other facilities is common to both areas. There are  probably 

about ten times as many Nisei in Chicago than there are in S t. Louis, 

and most of them are gainfully employed. A high proportio n of Nisei 

in St. Louis are students. The few Nisei who are in St.  Louis are 

much better scattered throughout the city than aro the re settlors in 

Chicago. 

There seems to be a fundamental difference in the policies of 

the local W.R.A. offices. The policy in Chicago is to get as many 

people out of the centers as possible; whereas the pol icy in St. Louis 

is to get only a few out and to do a good job of placement with th em. 

This may be of some importance in the long run. 

There is much more restlessness and discontent among the re-

settlers in Chicago; mobility is high.  The Nisei in St. Louis are 

much more stable and are more attached to the city. T here is discon-

tent in St, Louis, but there is far less complaining. I n Chicago 

there is much dependency on the W.R.A» and the Friends Se rvice Com-

mittee, but in St, Louis personal problems are taken to A rno Haack. 

In both St, Louis and Chicago, there is the formation of sm all 

cliques, but in St, Louis there is more effort to mix with Cauc a-

sians, possibly because of the large student population.  There are 

far more complaints about loneliness in Chicago. Hous ing, finding 



suitable jobs, resettling parents, the draft, and marria ge are of 

concern to resettlers in both areas. 

One point that must be considered Is the fact that in St. Louis 

al-most all the publicity has been favorable; whereas  in Chicago much 

of it has been unfavorable. Consequently, in Chicago, peo ple are on 

the whole either indifferent or hostile. This is not th e case in St. 

Louis. 

Socials of any kind are definitely opposed by the W.K.A. a nd 

other agencies in Chicago5 whereas in St, Louis the Saturda y night 

parties are sanctioned. ith Washington University as a center, com-

munications are far more effective amor̂ g the resettler s in Jt, Louis, 

although this is to be expected because of the smalle r size of the 

city. 

The mutual expectations of the Y&iites and the Nisei of t he be-

havior of each other is beginning to set  in ot. Louis, Nisei are 

treated as non-Negro. Chicago is much too large and the e xpectations 

have not crystallized as yet. Many are unaware of the pr esence of 

American-Japanese in the area, and by and large the peop le are in-

different. Job-seekers frequently meet rebuffs, but ver y few serious 

incicents have occurred in the streets, Much still de pends upon the 

individuals concerned. 

There are more organized groups in Chicago seeking to ass ist 

the Nisei, but those in St. Louis seem to be more activ e and have been 

more successful in carrying out their programs. The grou ps in Chicago 

have done nothing more than draw up "blueprints of salvat ion"; whereas 

the groups in jt. Louis have been active in providing a s ocial life 

for the Nisei and in trying to keep public opinion favora ble to re-

settlement. 

Because of the large number of students and domestics in  St, 



Louis, the resettlers have been more successful in def ining their 

status in the new community, iheir acceptance has probably been fa-

cilitated by the fact that the Y.M.C.A. and the church group s are more 

powerful in St. Louis than in Chicago. Finally, one ca nnot omit men-

tion of Mr. Haack who has worked indefatigably to assist in every way 

possible. Because of these and a combination of other fact ors the 

resettlement program in bt. Louis seems to be characteri sed by less 

conflict than that in Chicago. 

5. Problems for Study in the Two Areas 

Problems for Study in Both Areas 

1. What is the effect of the evacuation and resettlement crisis 
upon the personal organisation of the individual, upon his 
conceptions of himself, of his role, and of his career? I f 
these conceptions have changed, hov; have they changed a nd 
what factors seem to be of importance in the formation of 
the new conceptions? 

2. How may wo account for the higher occupational mobi lity of 
the Nisei as contrasted to their behavior before the wa r? 
Is there any significant change in their definition of t he 
situation? What other factors might be of importance i n 
explaining this change? 

3. Are there any common patterns of adjustment which are 
discernible over a priod of time in the successive crises 
that have occurred throughout the life history of the 
individual? How do these common patterns manifest them-
selves in the adjustment to evacuation and resettlement? 

4. Vhat are the major difficulties confronting the individ ual 
rosettler? Hov/ does he conceive of these difficulties and 
what efforts does he make to solve them? 

5. To what extent are the nature of personal adjustments ru ade 
influenced by dramatic experiences in the area of resettl e-
men^or 11©^ are rumors of discriminatory treat-

6. Hov/ effective are the commun! cat ions between the vari ous 
resettlers? Are the facilities for communication suffi -
cient to allow for a collective definition of common 
problems and a possible collective adjustment? 

7. IIov/ are the expectations and anticipations with which a n 



individual comes to a community affected by his experience s? 
In what form do the mutual expectations of the individual 
resettler and the Caucasian population crystallize. hat 
role is assicned to the resettler? What role is accepte d 
by the resettler? 

8. Is there any identification of the resettler with each 
other as an la-group? How does the solidarity of the group 
begin and how is it perpetuated or weakened? Awareness  of 
a common problem? Leadership? Symbols? 

9. Is there any social stratification among the resettle rs? 
To what extent do traditions influence this stratificat ion? 
;Vho are the leaders of the new community? ..hat are the 
characteristics of the leaders? 

10. vVhat kind of voluntary associations are formed among the 
resettlers? (sea questions in outlines for study of groups ). 

11. To what extent are the institutions and understand ings 
com ion  on the Pacific Coast perpetuated in the areas of 
secondary settlement? Who supports these institutions a nd 
who opposes them? 

Problems for Comparative Study 

1. What affect does the size of city, facilities for effec tive 
communication* the $egree of anonymity and impersonality, 
types of economy and occupational opportunity, and the 
number and nature of places of amusement have upon the 
patterns of personal and social adjustment in resettle -
ment? 

2. -hat effect does the type of publicity in the local new s-
papers have- upon i-he patterns of adjustment of the re-
settlers? What effect Is there discernible in community 
acceptance? what effect does leadership have? 

5. What factors other than the size of the city make3 a 
difference in the patterns of adjustments The existenc e of 
organized groups? Interested individuals? 

4. -hat effect does the size of the Nisei population have u pon 
the patterns of adjustment? Is numerical strength or 
effective communication more important in giving rise to a 
Nisei society? .'hat other factors facilitate the rise o f 
a Nisei society? 

5. How is the redefinition of status influenced by the na ture 
of community acceptance? 'hat place does the Nisei occu py 
in the respective communities? hat factors account for 
differences in the nature of the final patterns of expect-
ations that become crystallized? 



6. Is there any relationship between the existence of san c-
tioned socials and complaints of loneliness on the part of 
the resettlers? 

7» What effect do differences in the local policies of the 
governmental and religious agencies have upon the patter ns 
of adjustment? 


