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208 S. Mathews 
-rbana, Illinois 
July 31, 1945 

Dear Charliet 

poy has informed m that you are about to be lnduoted in 

the Services and that you were anxious to oomplete as m any of your 

oase-studles as possible before you were called* also gave me 

hell for not writing to you. I hope that this letter will be ing me up 

to date in your reoord for me* I shall strive to tell it wit hout 

being oonsolous of the fact  that  it is for a If© story docmneht* 

As you may reoall at the time of your visit to "553* plans for 

enrollment at the U. of Illinois were still in the mak ing. My hopes wen 

high concerning the new venture and  I felt  highly impatient* And 

today after two semesters at Illinois, I can  my  that my expect-

ations were fullfilled. The year provedwry profitable i n both 

aoademio end social respects. My hunger has been appease d to an 

exmt » I feel a little more stable emotionally a s well as 

intellectually.rpblngs are beginning  t  o fall in  plaoes....  .grad-

uation, a job, and marriage does not seem remote and Imp ossible* 

Bat, I8m pitting a little ahead of myself* To get back to 

the beginning, I enrolled at Urbana as a first semester Ju nior 

taking Junior Design in Landscape Architecture, Landsc pe 

Construction, Frame Construction, City Planning, and Elem entary 

Speeoh* My first few weeks were interesting. libit so h ungry for 

knowledge that I ate, drank, and slept with landscape arohltume* 

Perhaps some of the  zeal  mm due to an  attempt  to "establish 11 my-

self with  the  other students and the faculty membe s of the depart-

ment* It was ans&tempt  t o win  a plaoe  of  »cognition to compensate 

that fe ellng of being an "outsider" because of being a t ransfer 

student and of Japanesd anoestry. I found soon that  t he  other 
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students were of medloofe ability and I soon assumed th e position 

of the "top"atudent. Kone-the-less, it took smos while before 

the tension relaxed and I beoame more at ease with the o ther 

students* Thsy were very friendly (perhaps overly at t he beg-

inning)  and accepted  me without reserm  tlons.  In my Speech class 

aftsr the first 8 weeks  I  m i elected03 the Class Ohattman to 

oonduot the olass meetings and discussions* 

After tli Le preli  i  e ry voraciousness for knowledge wore off 

(or to put it in another  way,  after there was no need for 

compensatory behaviorI, I found myself becoming highly i mpatient 

and orltisa 1 of both students and instructors. I oouldn't help 

but feel the difference  in  age and experience* The students seemed 

y u$g and naive...the instructors seemed overly conve ntional 

and academic.  Aoquiesosnoe tose&demio forms and dogmas 

seemed to be demanded . Concepts and principles wsre ov er 

simplified -̂the Instructors refused to treat us as indiv iduals 

or grown ups. And I rebelled* This le neither an apology no r 

a boast*... the rebellion was not a deliberate intellect ual 

aot on my part* In classes I openly battled with  frie  instructors 
upon 

over concepts/which we dlsa greed* I practically said and d id 

what I pleased* 

The second semester t behaved even worse than the first* I 

imagine  1  a oted well like a spoiled child* But time was so 

short—I had so much to do and learn—that I could not bear 

being gently Id by my hands over the roey paths of learnin g. The 

courses of  the  seoond swneeter were Junior Design, Masonry 

Construction, Lansoape Construction, City Planning, Ga rden 

Flo were , and Plan Surveying. And additional to all th is 

lab work, I was doing some draftingiork which consumed a bout 

15-30 hours a week for one of the professors* The laok of  time 
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aggravated my impatience with all the rigmarole of clashe s. I 

slaved away  at  the drafting table f rom bout 8 in the Morning 

until  about  10 in the  evening «rery  day of the we ek. 

Deeplte my independent behavior, ay cooky  attitude,  my eees*-

inly satisfactory work, i have not oomr>letely overcome t he 

f e ling of i eeourity of my pereonality. That feeling is no t as 

intsnseae had been prior to my enrollment at the U. of I. 

because I have had a little chance to  t  eet and evaluate myself 

with other young people. However, i suppose as one devel ops into 

attituies and oompleees, he must develop out of them; an d 

development alwaye requires time and e«perience. 

In respeot to social life on the CNapus, some experiences have 

proven new and interesting. As you may well imagine, th e first few 

weeks*re devoid of social experiences. I kspt mostly to my self 

and was highly self conscious. I did go toa *Y" mixer wit h a 

blind date (a Nisei girl) the first  weak.  There I underwent the 

feeling that all awkward country yokels undergo--the par alysing 

dread before the impending  event,  the tortured eelf oonsciousnsss 

of standing  apart  from the milling orowd, the a wkward eiler>oe and the 

complete blank of the mind in  t rjring  to *a rt a conversation, the 

forced gayety and goodTm turedness in meeting people an d the 

inward  maxtxs curbing at the hypocrisy and self proetitution, the 

tight teneenees of the back and leg mueolee when attempt ing to 

dance, and the weakening  relief aftter  the damn thing is all over. 

The mixer was tbe only organized dance that I attended duri ng the 

two semestsrs* 

After the first few wweks or so, I pioked up- an acquai ntance 

with  a fellow landscape student (or more accurately, he liter ally 
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picked me up ond forced me tot» sociable.) H© invited me to 

d inners at his girl friendls apartment, took me to show s, to ashool 

plays, to beer parlors, to play pool and pln#-pong, eto. At first 

I was dubious and reluctant—nigh impossible—and if it wer e not 

for his demanding and persistant  ways,  I doubt if our aoquaintanos-

ship would he.re ever developed« 

Frankly, I disliked him at first. H® is not cfcf the ordinary 

a bit of description may olarify what I mean. Physically he 

is huge, slx-fe-t four and 300 pounds, a stormy looVing individual 

with  a personality to matoh. He was naturalized only a few mont hs 

bao* being of Russian-Slav ancestry* Very much travel ed (or bumped), 

well read in literary arte, verbose with a coarse but go od nature, 

he too me under hie wings and refused to recognize my mongloi d 

characteris tics. 

As a conaequance I have had during t̂ e se^e iters soTne 

pleasant social  experl ences.  He accented  MO a .NI.  FOTCED M E I JO aociHît 

myself as an Individual. I think the enclosed cow of a let ter 

sent to Jobo wtll explait what T mean! 

April 1, 1945 

Jo bot 

This morning this Bohemian friend and I had a coupla set s 

of tennis. Aft r the games we returned to his gal-friend' s 

apa rtment (sbe and her room-mates war© away for the week- end) 

and we being lonely and not wanting to do the dlehes calle d up 

Babe and her rommle D&le. B*ba came over for lunch (Dale coul dn't 

cause ehe had to salt for her folks) after muon persu ation * cause thlJk 

of the propriety of a girl going to a strange spartmo nt occupied 
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temporarily by two men of dubious character• It was highly amusing 

—my *B" friend phoned, and Babs askedalot of questions, be ing 

extremely hesitant and oom ented to oome only when she hea rd my 

voice over the phone, I don't know whether to be flatte red or not«*« 

I guess I appear to be the eexless puritanic?! type of guy whom 

girls know will rot harm them« Before hanging  UP , too, Dale insisted 

on epealing to me to se e whether I w e really there and m ads me 

promlee upon my honor that the rulee of propriety be etrl otly 

obeyed* 

Well, anyway they oame, B M flret than later D&le; we had 

lunch, played records, read books,  tiLked,  relaxed, ptyed oards, 

ate ploklee, danced, ate eome more sandwiohes, and tal ked. Later 

Dale went home and we remaining went to a  show,  "The Three CTballeres" 

on Bab's money that she borrowed from D. Oh well, eo wha t, they're 

rich and we aren't proud. We ate later on her money, too , and ehe 

said ehe never bad so much  fun as  today« 

Thought I would reoord t̂ .is bit of interesting experience 

because today  ir s  really one of my happieet moments for a long 

while. I forgot almost completely my racial identity and my 

repulsive analytical, critical, cynical, hypocritical , super-

ficial personality« It was so comforting  t o  be  natural«.  «not trying 

to impress people, toaot casual,  to 1»  funny, to Over-compensate the 

feeling of inferiority... I imagine it was akin to the fe ll zg 

you at Adrian. The people today wer so damn nice becaus e they 

oone&lered me ae Mr, H, and not as a'goddamn  Chinaman. •  Really, 

jobo, so this is what it means to be "an integm 1 jart o f the 

total culture!" «.... 
Hide 

Then about two months or eo ago, I met a girl to whom I too k 
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quite a fa noy. Our friendship w mt off fairlywll until at the 

•nd of the ©master it had developed to the state of two or three 

phone oalls a day, a oard or a letter a day and a date nearly ev ery 

night. The relationship is strange and It» kinda glad tol as able to 

attempt to put it down in words so that j can untangle th e 

emotions  I Hi  1. 

Firstly, a thing or two about the girl. 8he Ites in» suburb an 

town nesx South Bend, Indiana. She comes from a wealthy fam ily, her 

father being with a large  fcubber  fir®. She se ms very young and naive, 

and so, I think, because she has been well sheltered fro m^eooial 

problems. She is twenty years old and has had four year s of 
IspI 

oolle&e work* 
\ % 

How iocs she feel about our racial differences! rraiûcly , j 
• , 'vtts « 

do not know, le have naver touched upon the subject. Eviden tly, 

however, she senses the awkwardness of my mongloid feat ures 

because we arrange most of our me tings for evening® a nd *ekf it 

a point to avoid people. We have «ever appeared in publ ié places 

like theaters, fountains, restaurants together sAoept o no#, ̂  

and that was when we rode on the train up to  Chicago at  thé end 

of the semester. Or it may be that she is not sslf-oonsol iptm because 

she too like my Russian-Slav friend accepts  me  a s an individual. But, 

none-the-less, I am acutely aware of my raoial distinct iveness. 

Sverytime I call for her at her house, every time we meet  people on tl: 

stre te, every timet hero is a reflection of our images 04 dL 

mirrored surface, ewerytime my skin is contrasted to hers , tt^e! an 

overwhelming sense of inferiomess. I feel unclean. 

Then why do 1 continue to solicit her oompanyT I dom* k pow. M- PI 

It's somsthing that î have debated with myself time and t$ «e 

again....should I not call it quits now because I know th a^ •  JSf 
i l 
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friendship may leae to love but n ver to marriage? I feel li ke 

a hypocrite and my conscience hurts like hell beoause she seems so 

completely naive and trusting. My only rationalisation is 

th t J am human with foibles of the ego.... and I Mel so terr ibly 

starred for human response. 

I met her at about the time a Wisei girl in „Moago of wh om T 

thought very highly and whom I thought I may marry  after  sohool 

and a Job told me, "why don t t you go away and grow up?" When 

this nissi girl did give me the brush off, I  fclt  the bottom drop 

out of everything. I felt like a void falling into a bottoml esspit 

a U engulfing fse ling of linlinssa seemed to ola*ft me. 

It is strange how nsossaary it is to have human respons e. 

I"m <m»gx beginning to realize how muoh of  youth 1 s  rest-

lessness is related to sex and human response. A mate in bot h 

the physical and psychological ssnse is mesential for sta bility. 

As long as one has a person of the opposite sex to s**rvea s a 

fooalisation point of all his desires and endeavors, he to  Is 

reasonably stable and confident. On the moment he losss h er, 

he feels lost, alons, and inseourel At that point wher e the 

object of one 1 s  amotions ohange from a mother to a woman, he is 

ready for marriage. Emotional maturity implies stability of 

emotions and theebility to cope  tptionallywith  emotionalxx** 

situations. Certainly, complete emotinal maturity is bey bnd the 

majority and with me likewies, but the past year has gi ven me 

a ssnss of consciousness and thus, a little rore stability and 

maturity. 

And my attitudes toward the Hart Daily as news of thousand s 

of soldiers and civilians bsing killed, oities demolis hed, 
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polltlolans grabbing for power, hats propaganda being fan ned» 

etc. come in, I feel sicker and sioker of the whole damn thi ng» 

It f s hard to keep the proner persopeotive (if It 1« proper) and 

It refrain from beooftng bitter and Alslllusl  >Jed.  It's hard to 

be patient and eee fre dom and justice evolve (if It ever wi ll) 

from all tlie selfish bickerings, ruthless destruction , unneoessa ry 

killings, eto. A huj|an ego le eo small that it is har d to de-

tach It from the Immediate events and properly relate it to the 

whole. And thus, little things like denial of a steak, an or der 

from a Military superior, eto, assume much more Import ance than 

the condition of Europe 1 s  children, etc. X know If I were 

ever? Induetei in the Armed Forces, I would be a near psyc ho-

neurotic. I wonder If I would ever adjust myself to th e 

re iment&tion of Army Iffe? 

that do I think of "integration", intermarriage, future 

of the Nisei, etoT 

If you remember how we (Mr.  tfakane,  Isao, Boy etc) advocated 

almoet vehemently co plete integration of Nisei into the  "normal 

communal lif by which we meant the C&uoasian society— the 

participating in and contributing to Caucasian social g roups— I 

no longer hold such extreme views. Niseis may havs their 

segregated social affairs, may appear on the s treetam In 

groups larger than two, eto. However, X still beltere that 

interestso groups should push for expansion of the Nise i personality 

X don't believe the Nisei can break all group-identific ation within 

any e^ort period of time and  T  think that if may be necessary for 

him to have his segregated a  fairs,  but X think that Is Is 

necessary that he increase his scope of activities wheneve r 

possible. But X think this latter fact willooms about as  a result of 
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increased opportunities and aooeptance. 

socialsoosptanoe i.  w „ 0h great» today than pr-evaouatio«, 

I A feat interaarriafi* a. & r a . the average I i a e i u o o n o e r n 9 d 

lea little too early. I f . difficult to withstand the „yriade of 

•lnute everyday ostraolsation oon.oloue or unooneoloue that one 

faces. I know fro. «y expsrienoe. with thi. i n in Urban, t hat 

I oaw>ot oontlnue to buck the social*roee. Tor the outstan ding, 

however, the talent may oo»pen.at. in the eye .  0 f society hie 

raoial distinctiveness. 

To en. upj then, the future of the N1..1  i 8  dependent w „ 

hie ability to oope with  , Ituatione.  hi. eeneitivlty to hi. 

environment, and hi. tenaoiouenee, of effort in applying M .snf ; 

in short, upon himafclf. 

Sincerely, 

/$/ Hideo Sasaki. 

# 
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Dear and Alice: 

I will be reporting for induotlon on August 10, 
and If £ am not rejected, I expect to have on an oversize uni form 
after that date« I haven't given the Army much thought as I am 
too busy clearing up a lot of last minute details. How i s your 
status, Jack? If you dontt get a deferment, do you think that you 
o&n put Horn, Miyako and Tom as secondary dependents alo ng with 
Dolores* It wontt make any difference expeot that a cou ple of 
dollars more out of your $50 buoks will be deducted* You will 
need certified oopies of birth certificates and two sign ed state-
ments stating your degree of support of the dependents* (You can 
put 50 > after June 1945 and that should do the trick*) 

I figure that Horn will get about $79 dependenoy grant, a nd I doubt 
if they will include Bette on the basis that she has to take 
osre of Horn's health needs*  In addition  to that sum, I have in-
structed Bette to draw $20 a month from your bank aooount, jack* 
llarlko will give $35 a month after August (she is still un -
employed as she quit after her HY vacation) sinoe I told he r that 
she oould put the family down as dependents and she will giv e the 
money saved in this way to mom* In addition, I have told Be tte 
to dasLW upon my hank a  ooount tfco  suppllment  needs *  I will leave 
Horn my last pay check and whatever comes in for August to t *ke 
oare of her needs until the first Army oheok arrives* I ha ve the 
papers allln order now so It shouldn't take too  long*  I guess it 
will be about #300 in oash whloh I will leave her for the ini tial 
needs* After that, she slllhave to figure on a budget of $ 134 and 
I think that she will be able to manage if shs follows a str lot 
budget. The expenses will go up in the fall when the kid s start 
In sohool* Tom will save enough from his job to take o«re of his 
incidental needs, but Miyako will needs a small allow ance* It 
oost me pretty oiose to $400 to get the household started d uring 
July, but  fcalf  of the money oame from the WRA furniture grant• I 
tried to  get  a suppilmentary living costs grant for the first 
month, but they gave me the run around so I have given up on  that« 
Mom will be getting a $38 IRA olothing grant* If you want t o do 
something, Alice, you might buy Tom some clothes for l ohool rather 
than contribute $10 a month as you can't afford that mgo h* I think 
that li&rlko will oome through, although she was talking about getting 
unemployment compensation for a while* ̂r don«t think she is too 
Interested in working for a while, but George insists upon i t 
because he wants to ohange jobs, fhey say that they are sa ving i 
of their salaries in a joint aooount for a baby, but the b aby 
produotlon schedule Is very vague and tfarlko is not In the proper 
manlfaoturing mood yet as the marital engine still has t o be 
operated more effloiantly first* They have to decide who is going to 
be boss pretty soon, or else the battle s will never stop* **ariko 
put her hair up on top, and she looked very eophlstloated—li ke 
she used to look in L«A. says Toshl* I'm not telling ll arlko or 
Toshle about my induction date because I don't want any fare well 
partlee* Idbn't have the time, and I ml$*t get twftrti rej eotedl 
Bet e says I can't oome home if the Army don't want me* 

In ret to your vleltlng us» All»« I am buying the sleeper oouoh 
from Toshl for $5 vto be kept a secret from Mrs* Ikeda ) and there 
will be room fOr you and honorable offspring after it a rrives* 
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However, I think that you should wait for »while before comin g. 
One reason is that the freight has not arrived yet, and t here 
will be some confusion until ws get »ore settled. And a nother 
reason is that if you wait until after the sohool tern ope ns, 
then you will be able to keep no» company and help with th e 
shopping. Mom is in fair health, but she tires v ry easi ly. 8hs 
has beendbing too much around the house. I hare forbidde n her to 
go around ft siting for a while beoause she has to go bo bed  for 
a few hours every time she walks up and down the elevated. Sh e 
went  to  see the VallaJo  V̂ das, and Bette said that Masako was v ery 
pretty now« Shs also went to see Harlko, but Bet e would n't allow 
her to stay for the Whole weekend beoauss she said that Mom would 
try to olean up the houee oier  there I  marlko did oome through in 
helping with getting the houeehold started, but she n ever did 
complete more than t of all of her plans she had writtendown  about 
thlnge to  do «She  spent the flret day  end  a half making up this 
list. She heard that there was going to be a rloe short age so 

she «anted to order 4 eaoks for me, but Tom persuaded her that ois 
was sufficient. That 9s why we havs soa roltles of various articles. 
Right now, it's hard to get soap and toilet paper. If any o f you 
can get moth balls we would apprsolate some because Mom d oesn't mnt 
all the blankets ruined* And I have to paVk my suits amy. Yo u 
don't have to send any toilet paper beoause we oan alway s use 
Bette's Kleenex! 

Mom at table:"How muoh did you spsnd on food, Miyakot" 
Mlyako t"13.15" 
Mom: " T think you only spend Si.10 today." 
Mlyako:"No, I spent #3.15* 
•fhey add it up and it oomes to  91 «33«  Mom oautlons Mlyako 
not to spend too muoh as she wants to get by on sn average 
of $3.50 a day and shs spent #3.50 yesterday•Mlyako fl ares 
her nostrils and barks, "IlWell, don't oritlolse then!" W e 
have been eating a lot of hamburger lately beoause that' s the 
eaeleit thing for Mlyako to buy! Mom makes delicious T ailsjo 
soup from simpls old bones* Shs says that shs has to prepar e 
more fanoy meals to do justice to the dining room table,  ifcloh 
is hsr pride and joy even if it does havs ths shakes. Did Mo m 
evsr tell you about one of the village "relatives" in Japa n 
who ate so muoh moohl at New Tears that he slit his stomach 
open to 1st soms of ths weight out, and his lnstsstlnes sl id 
out so that Qrandpere Isata had to stuff the guts back in a nd 
ssw the stomaoh up with a pleoe of string? The simp lived too! 
Mom swears it Is a true story, and she is a Christian even 
if ehe did steal 3 IRA blankets by sewing them inside of q uilts* 

Veil, I have work to do now. You don it have to anwwer my ls tters 
if you domt want* Alios,we got gyped. Emlko got $14 back f rom 
income taxes after we gave her the money for her tooth, b ut I v 
guess she needs the money* \ 

Chas* 
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I got to the office very early and I was busy all day. I 

couldn't sleep very well last night because of restlessne ss. I 

guess It must be anxiety and worries about unfinished wo rk. I 

have a full program lined out for myself to Include up to nex t 

Thursday. Most of this tlm* I will be dictating. Louise did 

not come this morn:ng as she went to the rallboad station to 

meet her sister. I had her type some of the data whloh Dave 

gave me as X expeot to finish up the formal Interview with h im 

tomorrow. I'll have to beoause It takes three or four d.ys t o 

dictate such a long case. I literally will be bus, to the 

last day unless I put In a lot of extra hou»s. I have been 

working much more than the usual time for the pa t few days 

anyway, because the things to do at home has eased off. 

At the rate Japan's cities are being bombed, there won't 

be much left of the country In a few more months. 800 -uper 

Bombers went over today. The civilians must be taking a 

terrific beating, but I don't know if the bombing wlllmake 

them give up an, easier. *here Is some debate going on now 

about whether such bomblh s will shorten the war. Prom a 

humanitarian viewpoint, it seems to be so senseless; but 

war doe. not regard principles of human decency very hl bhly. 

I.m afraid that It does not bother my conscience too muc h a. 

It Is sort of re^te to me now. 
/ 4 j h „ v h o u r a 4 o d u , th«it he did not get homo / i' 0m worked so many nours «wjr <"• 

w t U 7sl5 and It held dinner up. Mom made a very special 

dinner, and It was quite an ordeal to wait for torn. Ibis is 

the seconi day in wh oh Tom has worked m«*e than 10 hours, 

i spoke to him about It after dinner, and asked him not to 

put in more than 9* hours a, he would make enough money. Tom 

.ants to save #200 - in two months of work, and he felt th at 
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ho was losing money because of his two  dh  ys layoff last week 

due to infected finger. When he first started to work, h e was 

happy to think that he would make at leaot $25 olear a week. 

But he has been talking to some of the other workers at his 

company, and he has dieoovered that they were making at leas t 

¡¡¡.40 a week so he wait s to do likewise. I told him that It was 

not wise to be money mad as his health was more important. Tom 

was reluctant about cutting down his hours to 9t on weekdays 

and five on Saturdays, but I think he will do It. fcven at that 

he should be making around $35 a reek. Tom has not receive d 
he 

a check jet so that tot is why/is a bit anxious.  A  think that 

he willmanage to save close to $200 as he does not spend to o 

much money during the week. He doesn't fcave the time. The money 

he makes durln, this summer will take care of his school need , 

for the coming year. I told him th-t he would feel a lot b etter 

about his salary if he used his $6 a month c wage as the 

standard rather than take those |50a week wages he hears about. 

X don't want him to gofmoney mad" like so many of the Nisei. 

Xhis is the first time that Tom ha. worked on a real Job and 

be is doing -ell enough. Mom and Bette also felt that Tom 

.hould not work so man, hours. He has dropped the idea of 

woriiin.i Sunday, to get double time. and 1 should take him 

swimming to fullflll » part of the obligation. I haven't ha d 

time  U J  to now because x have been so busy about the house. 

M o m i s  also worried about finance, now that it is definite 

that ^ will be going into the She feels that she should 

tak ..  l n  boarders into this apartment because it is so large, but 

I absolutely set my foot down on it. ,11 of the others ditto 

m e. . IOm refuses to give up his private ro*m. He 1. quite 
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proud of his private room since this Is the first time he has 

ever had one. He is quite exclusive these days too. As soon a s 

he finishes dinner, hegoesto his room and listens to th radi o 

for the rest of the evening. Bette objects to hying any boar ders 

beoause it will spftil the family atmosphere, and there will not 

be enough quiet for her to study in after the school term 

opens.She said that therfi wou.d be too many people aroun d. Mlpako 

doesn't want anyone here beoause it is "our home." My reason I s 

that it weans a lot of extra work fo.:* mom and she will not make 

much on the deal, and I feel that she has tq get used to havi r^ 

more of a home after the loose c imp stylo of living. Mom has 

always lived in sub-standard housing in America so th:-1 s he thinks 

this flat is much mo e elegant than it ac ually is. The thing 

which she haa to do is to llv up to a moro normal housing 

standard. We really do not have that much room and there would 

be no space for boarders anyway. I don't want the primey of 

family life disrupted fo: the sake of a f*w extra dollars. 

I oan see why mom is a Srittle war ried about finances, but 

X thinkthat she should be able to manage on the allotment ani 

the other provisions. Mom f s point Is that she do os not like to 

keep on taking money from her children- She feels that she 

should work and save money so h-t she oan be independent 

in the post war period. She said that wo would not be making 

so much money after the r so that money sho Id be saved 

now. "̂ otually, 1 don Tt think that Mom is capabl of working 

too much even though she might be foolish enough to try it. 

She gets very tired just fnrm the household tasks as she 

has been doing a little oleaningevery day. She takes a lot o f 

pride in the place and she .ait a to keep it clean. Previousl y 

she had nover paid much attention to housekeeping becaus e of 
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the cramped spaces she lived in befo e the ?ar, 

Bette received $58 from income taxes ad this was a windfal l 

to her« She proposed that she give It to mom because there  would 

be aided expenses after 1 left. X suggested that she hang o n 

to it until she find out whether the student relocation wi ll 

¿rant her further financial ai<fi. It is being held up becaus e 

tho University has not sent her grad s to the Council.Bet te 

wrote another letter this evening and asked that it e done 

immediately. In her work, she ma> only be allow el to put in 

8 hours a day because the orders  hi  ve slacked off. Shs ha<§ 

planned to save $25 a week for this month, but she will not  be 

abl to do it unless she gets credit for 54 hours of work a 

week. Her savings for last week was small because she ha d to 

buy some needed elothes anda "sp clal uplift brassiere to 

aid my  morale * n 

Kvsn if she does not reach her quota, I think that it 

is best that she uit her job at the end of the month and 

start to concentrate on her studies. &alf of the summer is 

already ¿one and she has not beenable to study much yet. 

It is a serious matter because she has to pass at least half 

of her coursr s in orde• :  to gain admission in the Pall* It is 

going to be tough and  A  don't know ko-v she will do it. If she 

thinks that she can cram everything down in two weeks, she is 

going tooe a ver^ sad girl. 3ette said that if she failed on 

the makeups she was going to junior collge, but she thinks 

that she can ¿ass. ¿he dusted off all of her books and put them 

in her ne A desk so that she can stafct her studies this veek. 

It is goin^ to bo a very awkward situation if she does not pas s 

because financial assistance has been granted on the basis t hat 

3he attend the IT, of Ohio go. 
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Inserts re: Betie's grades* 

# * * 

The University of Chicago 
Office of the Dean  6f Students. 

July 26, 1946 

Dear Miss Kikuchi t 

AS jou must know, your record at the end of the academic year did 
not meet the minimum requirements permitti* students to c ontinue 
in the Unive  si ty.  These requirements are stated formally in the 
General announcements. "At the end of the year a student is ex - • 

ioted to pass at least one-half of the comprehensive examin ations 
fo hicli ho Is assumed to be o^eoared by he oou s s which he has 
oursued. A student who fails to meet these  ra  rnlunum  requirements 
will be denied th privilege of further registration until  these 
requirements are met. 

Vihat vou would like to know, no doubt, is what explicitly th e 
application of this rule means in y-ur case. (1) In order to re-
re ister in the University /ou must ass one additional compr e-
hensive examination. (2) Comprehensive examinations wil l be Siven 
a t fi-- end of the Summer Quarter. Information concerning the s chedule 
of examination? and the possibility of taking examination 
in absentia mav be obtained from the Secretary of »»ami» t ion, Office 
ot the .eglslrar. (3) If, (a) you do not take this examinati on 
at the end of the summer Quarter, or (b) if you t»ke it and 
fail ou will not be allowed to register in the University (either 
on the Quadrangles or in University"College, the downto wn division 
of the University) until you have removed your deficiency by 
comprehensive examination. Students denied the privile ge of regis-
tration! however, may take courses through our Heme Stud y Department 
either to prepare themselves to  OR SS  Oolie ge comprehensive 
ex  on  .nations or to pursue other educational Interests. 

t f y u o sare that the University of Chicago is here you shoul d 
co p* te your college education, you have *iBa<* of you the Problem, 
not only of fulfil̂ np- the conditions f or readmission, b utoi raising 
v-ui' total rrlde average onthe comprehensive examination s to the 
level revalued for n degree, «n average that must be closer to a C 
uZn a h e Un?verd t* does not believe that all worwhifce stude nts 
are those who nver haveproblems* To a degree, your problems are airs, 
and are anxions to help you solve them. 

Very truly yrnrs, 
/s/ Norman P. Maclean 

Dean of Students in the College 

oo t  Mr. Charles Xikuchi. 



4287 Cottage Grove 
Chicago 15, Illinois» 
August 1, 1945 

Mr* V* Pleasant 
216  tiranoifarte  3t* 
V all© jo  California» 

Dear Mr* Pleasanti 
I have been planning to wrtfco to you for some 

time in order to let ¿ou know how  ! he family w*s, but thing» 
have been busj for me* We moved to the above address and w e 
had to p .int and clean it up in order to make it read for 
th arrival of my mother, Tom and Mtyako* We have a six room 
flat and it is very nice. It wis rather s great ex ;  ense to 
get it all furnished up s5.nee we did not  h:  vc any furniture 
from  be foe-e  the' war, oust we have managed tc- do it fairly 
decently* 

My mother arrived in Chicago in the middle of July* She is in 
fair wealth, but still recovering from her operation of & y ear 
ago* ¿no is very hapoy to be united with the majority of her 
family once mere* asks me to send you her best regards and 
to thank you for the help which you gave in the ast* 

- am ,oin* into the rmy on August 10, but there will be a 
dependency allotment; for my family eo that they will be able , 
to ll*e Ln a fairly dec nt style by budgeting carefully* My 
mother «ill not be able to work at all for »ore 
she bus plenty to do in manage the household. Bet testU 
continue nor education at the U* of^hicago in the fall.JSm iko 

f.  t u rt ,ifof®n4irr aadet nurses in the hospital and tne 

• ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ n r ^ m - ^ U j a i r th  •  experience. 

6 erm then that we w ^ « * Tom*k* e encooee of It. «0 

H t ^ ^ l u T i ^ S  » -
given in the past. 

•iter i get inducted, ^ »ope to be .Ol. tc .ita ^ ^ . u 

eg:» in.  - hope that £ ^  ^  u  buck to 
family. We  t.  ve d e o l d e d t ^ w e - l l ^ n o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
v J  to 1o  for som° time, so .«.  l t . leae-» eay 
All  continue to be ̂ ^ ^ ^ „ T e e d ' o ^ o ' the family, ,nd 
. . , •„_ ,."»i r,** -7our b^roers wno u«*. 
tell tiira ttot we ere in good heelth. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Kikuchi* 

^ arikos  J opy of above letter sent* Can you do anything about 
group health in sir ance to oov^r mom. You spoke of that once » Are 
you working yet? ̂ om is talking about taking in boarders after I get 
drafted so please discourage  he r,  and a s sure her that her financial 
needs will be taken care ofe 
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Instructions to Bette: a 

Fa illy Financial Arrangements 

'Sxpecfced Army Allot erjt for Tependents $79.00 

From Hariko $25.00 

From Jnok'o /coount ( outh icl© Sank— 609.25) ^20.00 
Total par month 124*00 

In addition, trke what la needed to supplement this amou nt if 

not enough, from my bale »ooount* (Book No, 392992, Norther n Trust 

Company) hen that is gone, take from my Couth Side >ank accou nt. 

You continue to give Mom 5.00 a week for the rest of the mont h 

and Tom, $4.00« 

Health: /sk Uarlko if she is going to take out group health 

plan as she promised and include Mo , Tom and Mlyako. ou wil l be 

taken o*re of through the University.  A I HO ask 'Cmiko if any special 

arrangements can be made through Mt. inai. 

Horn's batik nooount: ill be continued in my name at First Na -

tional Bank, rhe has Vallejo account in Tom's name, )Ut it i s small 

so It canjust as well stay there. 

qhool: rite Hyde Pork re: opening of fall term, and then writ e 

to Gila Elementary and High ohool departments to have them sed the 

traneorlpts. Bo this immediately. 

As f D you, work until the end of the month and then concentrate 

full time on studies as if it were a regular Job. Study as m uch as 

possible this  mmXkx month. Get study patterns set in house and do 

not let A loe disturb you. 

e: oarders: I have to insist upon absolute prohibition of this 

despite Mom's hopes to make extra money. It is not worth it; it dis-

rupts family privacy; there is no room, etc. In c«se ends c annot be 

met, go to ed Cross or see Mrs. Imanuelson of Illinois Public /id 

Commission, (see address in my files) 
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Re; housings in case of any housing troubles f  see Bill MoKee 

of Friends. Ask Cheshire and Shotwell Co. If It oan be chang ed to 

our name slnoe we want to establish resldenoe for School. Do n ot 

make en issue of it. Say that we have bought c. Raymond's things 

and we nro here permanently. Stress Army service, if I run inducted. 

He? payment of bills1 Pay promptly at currency exchange ac ross 

the street. I will pay up to date and I will lenve my Inst che ck. 

Give my small oheoka to Hiyako. I am expecting check from U. C. for 

retirement fund contributions (over 100) and this should go into my 

account \ unless needed. 

Ret nursing ochool; Pl^oe applications from September. To not 

let it sllrfe. I will discuss finanoes later by nil if Cade t Nurs-

ing is closed« 

net personal pnpersi Bonds will go in my suitonse wit h some 

papers. Frank will send nbout four large onrtons from offic e, and 

have Tom store carefully as they are valuable to me, and onl y copies 

in 

many onses. Bills, birth certificates* bank books and othe r 

papers will be in Box set aside for this purpose. |5*00 deposi t re-

ceipt also in box, and it is supposed to be refunded. Put each r e-

ceipt in proper envelope in order to keep files in order. 

^e; wllli Everything to be divided amon  ;  Mom, Miyako, Tom, 

Bette and Emiko. /s/ Charlie 
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One more day gone  by I  I was certainly buaj today* X went to 

the offloe and paoked a few things« Dave came in at 10. He cer tainly 

Is cooperative* He brought his lunch along so that I conid ha ve 

more time for interviewing* X told him that X w s being ind ucted 

on the tenth so he stuck around all day while 1 finished up the 

interview* I had writer's cramp by the time I wis through* I have 

a complete legal size tablet of notes on him so that his life 

story will take at least three or four days to dictate—well o v^r 

100 pag s I think* Louise stayed a little later so that  1  could 

dictate the introduction*The oniy relaxation we had during the 

day was when we went to listen to the Bethovan 5th Symphony dur ing 

the noon hour in the Soc* Sci* Bldg* auditorium. Dave is a mod est 

sort of chap, but ± feel that I have gotten to know him very 

well during the three long interviews with him. His wife sup ports 

him while he is studying for his Doctorate, and Dave is a t it 

sensitive about that. It means that they have to postpone the 

starting of a family for a few years, but he thinks that the 

achievement of his goals is worth it. Dave and his wife have 

made a number of oauoasian and other minority group friends since 

coming to Chioa o as they take part in the arent House activ ities. 

He said that he doesn't have too much time for a social life 

because of his studies. *e is a bit under pressure because 

he feels that he has to live up to the Marshall Field fellowsh ip 

award which he won. V m quite sure that he will make a goo d 

academic record as he Is serious minded and mature enough t o 

know what he wants. He hopes to get a teaching Job on theoolle ge 

level after he gets his degree, and "then send «* children to 

Oberlin college. Dave feels that it is very important for  the 

Nisei bo become integrated, but he believes that it is going t o 
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a very slow, but gradual, process. He la tolerant and open min ded 

about the tendancles of segregation going on now, and his c hief 

criticism  WHS directed against the better equipped Nisei of the 

professional group which segregated Itself by organizing a Nisei 

bridge olub* Dave felt that they could have accomplished m uch 

more by going out as individuals instead of accentuating t heir 

racial background* He believes thfet intermarriage is the u ltimate 

solution in many respects, but this has to apply to all mino rity 

groups. D ave said that some of his Nisei friends were horrified 

when he suggested that they marry with ttegroes as well as cauoasia ns 

but on an individual basis* ¿>ave has been making a study of 

Nisei occupational rou^s for his MA thesis and he will give t he 

study a copy* He thought that he might make a study of the 

development of Japanese business in Chicago for his Phd deg ree. 

In discussing integration for the Nisei, Dave felt that I 

was not like the typloal Nisei because I did not seem to have 

any taint of racial identity* I argued that there were litera lly 

hundreds and perhaps thousands of Misel who were getting t his 

way now that they have branched out and that it was not a bar rier 

too difficult to overcome.Dave said that he has overcomed i t in 

himself to a great degree but it *as a difficult process a nd fte 

found it hard to throw off the effects of a Japanese comm unity 

background environment. He feels that his experiences sinc e the 

evacuation was the main thing which game him the impetus to 

break the more limited bounds o^ the pre war Japanese commu nity, 

and he d,dn»t think that he would have ever done it if there had 

been no evacuation* H© said that in his political thinkin g he 

has shifted from the extreme right to a position wellleft  of 

center, and he thought that socialist principles would eve ntually 
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eventually have to be followed in this country In order to guarantee 

the minimum rights to the masses* He is very much for the mi litary 

defeat of Japan as he thinks that the Japanese has some hope s to 

beooming democratized if the people throw off the feudal yo ke which 

binds them* 

I would like to take at least one day off before I get inducted , 

and I am putting a lot of pressure on ouise, but she is mo?rt 

cooperative and she doesn f t mind it a bit* After I interview Irene 

tomorro  w  night mj formal interviews will be finishe  i  and it will 

then be a matter of getting the dictation finished* We ar e planning 

to put in a fuw hours extra on Sat, and I am typing nights in o rder 

to s ive some time. I think that 1 will manage to meet the dead line* 

1 want to leave one day to attend to some of the last minute bus iness 

like sending in some of the files to Berkeley, putting my fi les 

in bosom,etc. I got my eheok for July and ± guess I got the #15 

a month State raise because it was in a bigger amount than w hat I 

usually get. 1*11 have to put in extra effort now in order to 

get some last results into the Berkeley office. It won't be boo 

much, but at least something so I don't mind keeping the pr essure 

on* At the same time, I would like to spend a little time tak ing ^ 

Miyak* around a bit before i leave. She has been staying clo se to 

the house and she doesn't get much chance to go places. On Sat . I 

have promised to take her to the museum and bike riding, and  on 

sunda^ ,ve are  b oing to the beach. I still have to pack some of my 

clothes away so I had better save an evening for that. It is 

customary for pending inductees to go out and get drunk duri ng the 

last week of civilian life , but I guess I'll have to pass it 

bjf. I did relax this evening by going to a show, but I plan t o get 

acouple of hours of work in yet this evening. I was up until 2  ayem 

typing last night. 
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We had a steak dinner tonight« I don't know how mom manages 

but she keeps well within her budget. She takes more time to c ook 

and that is one reason. When Bette was cooking shenever had m uch 

time so we ate the more expensive things« Mom thinks of all s orts 

of things to get the best use out of food. She is always givin g 

Tom an extra pieoe of her meat because he is a growing boy yet. 

iom got his first paycheck today for .#23 but the amount wa s small 

bee use he missed two days last week. He still has a check com ing 

for the first week of work. He will be able to work all of Au gust 

and probably two weeks in September» 
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I ha* a full day of dictation at the office and In field work. 

I left the house at 8, and dictated almost solidly until  45 45  and 

then I went over to Irene S&tow 1s without any dinner» I also dropped 

in on «*unny and Nancy so that  1  didn't start for home until about 

nine-thirty —stil l without eating« On the way home, I was s o tired 

that I fell asleep and X rode to the end of the  line I  That was 

a ¿waste of a half hour of my time. ~s soon as 1 got home I ate a n 

enormous meal, and then I read the papers and took a little na p. 

It is midnight already. I worked Louise pretty hard today, and I 

will do some more solid dictation tomorrow. At the rate we a re 

going I might get through toy Tuesday instead of Wednesday. I 

might as will get use d to a more strenous life. 

Mom got her #38 clothing allarance check from the WRA today, 

and she will be able to add that to the last check of mine which 

I am giving her, with some other cash on hand—about $200 in all. 

Mom doesn't want to take my money, but she will need it since t he 
/  -r. V 5 { * 

allotment may not come Immediately, ̂ e t te plans to give $8 of her 

returned income tax money to Miyako so that» she will be abl e to 

start a bank aooount, and ± will add a bit to it. 

I thought thatTdm was going to be a problem. He said that 

high school would start on Sept 2 so that he will not be able to 

work a full 8 weeks as he had counted upon. One of the boys at his 

Job told him that he would have credits taken off from his 

transcript so that Tom is oonvlneed that he will have two more 

yea s to go. -e said that he wanted to quit school, or maybe go 

to a California school so that he can get ont in one more 

,ear. Tom said that he did not feel like going anymore, but he 

would work and support *om. I don't know if he really meant t his 

or not, but i was firm and said that he had to get out of high* 

school at least, and he could decide later if he wanted to 



-harles Kikuohl Diary Aug. 3, 1945 

continue beyond that. Tom is going to have a rather difficul t 

school adjustment because he doesn't have much Interest i n it to 

beg.n with, he said that he would rather make money than to go t o 

sohool and try out for the teams.I'm sure that onoe hegets s tarted 

he will oontlnue on. I'm afraid that those boys at his Job are 

makin... him too money mad. I told Tom that since he w s not  going 

to be able to work as long as he planned, he could tteep all of 

his paycheck instead of donating $4.00a week to Mom. *om i s 

willing enough to help out and he would give his whole ch4ck, b ut 

It will be a good thing for him to get a bank aocount. he must 

work pretty hard because he usually comes home very tired. He 

reminded me ggain that I promised to go/the beaoh this sunda y so 

I can't break it again. Mlyako said that she oouid hardly wai t 

for the weekend because I promised to tafce her to Field's m useum 

and swimming. She has been staying around the house all the time, 

so I feel that I should take her to a few places Before I am 

inducted. I completing some of my office work a little ah ead of 

schedule by putting in these 14 hour days like  to<fe  y so that 1 

should have some free time next week. Morton was In the offic e 

todu, and he Insisted that x come ever to his place for lunch 

on Monday so I U i will take a couple of hou s off for that. 

i  ta i k ed to Tom later In the evening when he was not so 

„cited, and he decided that to was best to finish high school , 

but he said that he would try to cut the time down b, going to 

sum» r sohool next year if no tuition were charged. Tom say s 

things to create an opposition when he really doesn't mean it. la 

X d 0  know that he is not very anxious to return to school at the 

present time. M aybe i should have kept him from work so that he 

would get bored, but I don't think that was necessary. 

bette studied for a couple of ho rs this evening, as she i s 

getting most worried about b Ing able to  re -register in the fall 
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1 hope that she is able to make up those exams, as failure will 

mean a complication of her school problems* It's toolate f or her 

to get into C<*det Nursing school and she is ± JI JDBX±X not interested 

in it for another year* Just so she gets something out of her 

school, It is okay* 

i don't know ho.v mom is able to feed us such nice meals* This 

week she spent #2*00 leas on the food bill, and we had even be tter 

lunches* I think she is able to do it because she plans carefu lly, 

and she doesn't waste anything* I got a report of her specia l 

diet from viila, but Mom isn't following it at all* She sa id that 

the doctors told her that she didn't need to follow it rigor ously 

anymore, and Miyako supported her story* *et the head di etician 

at the viila hospital writes that she has to have high protei n anl 

vitamin food. Quart of half milk ant half cream daily. She 

recommends a lot of fruit Juice and vegetables, but no rice . Mom 

has been eatin, some rice. Mom had a perforated pepttc ulc er 

which was corrected by surgery a year ago April. 

Sonny and *ancy &ita will be going to California in a week. 

¡bonny is not quite sure whether she will ^o as she is a bi t fearly 

of the public opinion, but Nanjyhas already made her J*b plan s 

and she plans to be settled in LA. She said that she had to loo ks* 

after some property interests for hermother in Gila, and th e 

rest of the family may follow her out there. Sonny doesn't kn ow 

what she wants* ahe is not interested in Romance or men , and she 

swears that marriage is no solution to her desire to travel a round 
at 

at this time. She has tetuck/her Stevens hotel Job all through, but 

8 h e  »aid that she may shift to the Congress Hotel If she decid ed 

not to go to California. The two girls moved back to the "u sh St. 

apartment after a week on the South side because of the bedb ug 

problem* 
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I didn't find many changes In the life of Irene,  oh -56. She 

seems to have settled down to a routine pattern. Her apartmen t has 

just been painted by the landlady so that her room was in quite a 

mess* It looked so clean that I hardly recognized it. Iren e said 

that she was book at work and it was a grind. She la not interes ted 

in anything except the return of her husband. He has been sen ding 

her sllll handkerchiefs from Italy. Irene w fl s a little resentful 

that her brother-in-law will be receiving hia &d. degree this 

summer, while her husband didn't even get started in medic al school. 

I think that she is getting bored with the life she is living . 

Her comments: 

"It's still the snme old Job, same olc apartment, and same old 

everything. There hasn't been any changes in my life at all this 

year. I've just be existing in a very routine way since B U I went 

overseas in January. He was put inaction right away ana h e hrs 

thr • battle clusters. In the meantime, I have been going bpc k and 

forth to the same old Job. Nothing has changed about it so I am 

planning to st*y on until my husla nd gets bpck. I answer lett ers 

for the conipary. loCluggs has scads of Nisei working there, but I 

don't know hardly any of them. I have n>me Caucasian friends and * 

seem to go more in their circles» I don't care for the ilse iat all. 

*hey are always coming in and out at work, and there is sti ll a 

large number there.Some of thorn are beginning to worry a b out getting 

fired when the war is over. I never think of it. I h®ve a good 

record there and I feel that I am pretty set in my department i f 

I care to stay on. I'm tired of working though and I'd certa inly 

llket o retire« But Bill hasto go through medical  school  yet, so I 

guess I will have towork for a long time yet. I put him down a s a 
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dependant on my Income tax atatment but the Treasury Apart ment 

must not have agreed with me  a a  I Juat received a letter aaying 

that I have to pay |58 back taxes. It aura makea me m d. I*ve nev er 

gotten anything from the government. I didn't even get my tr ans-

portation money when I oame out It re* There are lots of peopl e 

who h*ve received hundreds of dollars from the RA but I neve r got 

one red cent, They encouraged us to leave fast and we missed out 

on the transportation grant. I don't mind that, but I thin k that 

all of us are Just aa much In need even if we did leave camp ea rlSa r, 

I haven't been able to save hardly any money» I have to a end thlnga 

like ahoyu overaeaa to my husband, and my rent is so high her e, I 

have to pay the whole rent by meaelf aa the place is not big en ough 

to take in a nother girl, I try to put away the allotment money 

each month ac that Bill can use it for hia education* but I have 

to buy olotha a once in a while. 

You know I went to the m?> office recently to a meeting 

aponaored by the 57ACL. The only re a son Iwent woa because th ey 

were preaentlng some filma of the 442nd, and Iwanted to ae e them 

since Bill ia with the Nisei combat team. What is tie JACL any way? 

Aiey way they talked at the meeting diagusted me. They just ha d the 

film ao they could get Niaeid own there arid try toget them to take 

out membership, I refused to Join because I don't think much of 

the group. They aafl that they wens going to sponsor a tisei 

tali nt show out here ao that they could raise somemoney to ta ke 

care of the ¿seel after the "RA i a gone, I think that ifipretty 

diague ting,  Why do they have to draw attention to the Niael by 

trying to get them all togetle r amd making them conspicuous? I 

thought that theybelAved the best thing for the Niseiwas to scatter 
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out and become a ssimilated. But the way those JACL people t alked, it 

sounded as If they resented the Nisei for going out on their o wn* 

Tteyw ant a 11 of them to Join the J AOL and stick together as a 

group* They praoticallyscold the Nisei by saying that they h ave 

a big responsibility to the Issei and It la up to the® to tak e it 

over and look after their own group instead of being so anx loi s to 

have a good time. 1 thltok they are mora interested in loving a big 

olub so they oanbe the lexers* I certainly wouldn't Join an 

organisation like that» I'm not interested in Joining any of 

these Nisei clubs as they only try to make us more race consc ious f 

and I feel perfectly well aocepted out here now and I lon't w ant to 

be reminded •very minute that 1 am of Japanese origin, and t hat the» 

is alot of dJs crimination sgninat me. I haven't felt any p rejudice 

at all* I think th^t the people like the JAGL talk so much about 

it thnttheyget to  toe  11© ving everything is that way* Hot that it doe a 

not exist, but 1 see no sense in einphasing things like that when 

many of the  v 'isei seem tobe doing okay by themselves* 

"Last month X went back to opmp to visit my in-laws and the 

camp was so dead that X apent my whole time there swwing.  It se med 

to ma as if it ware a foreign place, *nfi I wonder now how I ev er 

stood it there as long as X did* There wasa decay about camp , and 

I coulc easily s ©@ that it was tfjing. But I guess many of those 

old peopfc have t o st^y there because thsy do not have any ot her 

place to go* The r e was 8 lot of talk about the olosing of the 

camp, but 3fc seemed to me that many of those familfc s do not belfcve 

that the WF* will kAek them out by the end of the year* They go t 

pretty e xoited when it was announced that one of the camps t her« 

would be closed by the end of September* One of the Nil el g irls  thm 

was telling me that the people were getting a little mad beca use there 
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were a lot of promises being mi 3e for them as an inducement to 

resettle, but they hed heardfrom people who hve gone out* tha t 

all these fine promises about a lot of help was a bunoh of h ot 

air* I don't think that the WR* should do things .like tha t. 

Personally, I don't oonoern myself much about those thi ngs a s it 

d eo not affsot mo too much; but I don't think that they are 

going toget all of those > rge families out. 

"My in-laws are thinking of going back to California but I don't 

know where they will go. They wanted me to go to California w ith 

thorn but I decided It was best to continue the good relati onships 

which exist between  UB  now so I said I preferred to remain in Chi-

cago until Bill came beck because it is closer to him than if  Iwent 

back to California. I think they wanted me to Join them bu t I could'nt 

see how that would work out after all the things we went throu gh in 

oamp. My ow plans for the future are very indefinite because I 

can't do a thing until Bill gats back into civilian life. I' m Just 

planning to stay on in this apartment and I doubt if I move. I'm 

paying too much rent here but I don't have time to go around s earch-

ing for another place• I won't h«ve muoh to do if 1 went back to 

California anyway. 

,! ?4y sooial life out here la about the same as before. I go* 

around mostly with my Cauoaslan friends from work, but I also know 

the Nisei in this building. My girl friend's husband came ba ck from 

the South Pacific and I have been going out in their group. H onestly 

I have so much social life that I hardly hove time to do things at 

home. I go to the Red Cross meeting once a week and I get in vited 

to quite a few parties through my friends. I never seem to  notice 

any difference in race beoauae they Just don't mention it* A ll of 

these parties are fun but it is Just passing the time and it is n ot 



what I really want« But I have to live this kind of temporary  life 

until my husband comes back  -  I hope that it Is pretty soon* The 

war shouldn't last much longer but they may keep the Army in for 

occupation» I have heard that they are going to put the Nise into 

praotloal reserves so that msy mean that the 442nd will be brought 

home« I hope that it is true. Some of those soldiers are going to 

have to stay over in Europe for the  5 or 10  years. They say that 

wives will be allowed to go Join them but that won't apply to Ja pan-

ese girls* Bill said that quite a few of his friends ¿slit* « volun-

teered for the language school at Snelling so that they oo uld come 

back and have a 45 day furlough* I think that was a mistake b ecause 

they will be in the Army even longer* The Nisei soldiers are s till 

being sent over there so I don't know what the war departme nt plans 

to do with them. I hear* a lot of rumors but moat of them aren 't 

true* 

"I'm not exactly bored with Chlcogo life, but I would like to 

get into a cleaner place. It seems that my life is routine and  no-

thing has changed about it this year. The only exciting thi ng la 

the occasional fighta with the landlady here* A lot of the N isei 

moved out ao that ahe Is making concessions to them now* She pr ac-

tically begged Nancy and Sunny to stay and ahe does all sort s of 

repairs* I had her paint my apartment and ahe got a man to ol ean 

the rugs and all of the furniture* I think I deserve this serv ice 

because I pay such a high rant. That landlady is very snoopy and 

she got worried when I received a letter from the OPA. She thou ght 

that I had made some houaing complaints. I Just wrote about some 

extra sug*r for canning but I didn't tell her that. I caugh t the 

landlady a couple of time putting it up to the light to se e what was 

In them* 

"X don't go around in a Nisei group out here so I don't know 
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whst la happening to them, I Just don't seem to get along wi th 

them because they sot in suoh a different way. There are rum ors 

that the solvere In Europe might corns home about next Februa ry and 

then my husband and I can really plan for the future, 1 don't  want 

to live in a Japanese community, I'm going to get more into the 

normal kind of life and I would regret Having Chicago in a way be-

cause of the many Caucasian friends ? f ve made here. But I think it 

is Just as easy to make friends in other places. 

"I'm really dissatisfied with all this waiting around fro m 

month to month and I do some worrying. Bill wrote and said tha t it 

was pretty dead in Italy and that all the Italian fellows were mad 

at Nisei boys for taking their girls sway. They seem to b e having 

a lot of trouble over there. I wonder what would happen  K  If some 

of the Nisei fellows married Italian girls and tried to bri ng them 

into this country. I think it would be good if all the single Ni sei 

soldiers married foreign girls and then there would *t be s o many of 

these national arguments. There doesn't seem to be an execes sive 

barrier on intermarriage *s far as the Nisei are concerned, BKill 

says that the Nisei boys over there are respected pretty high ly by 

those foreign people and they are looked upon as American soldiers 

altho some of them can't understand why Japanese are weari ng Ameri-

can uniforms when America and Japan are at war with each ot her. But 

Bill srys the Italians have heard favorable stories abo ut America 

that they praotically believe that everyone is a milliona ires out 

here. He says a lot of those raliens would like to come to t his 

county. So I guess this country is a pretty dam good place to live 

and the Nisei should look at it that way instead offeeling th at they 

have been kicked around and mistreated fio much. I think many o f them 

•re getting over that though, M 



Charles Kikuchl Elary Aug*3, 1945 
Insert: Wang to Bette« 

*»»«#* 

July 25 t  1945 
Okinawa Island 

rear Bette, 

Afters long succession of idle days filled with noth-

ingness-^!^ Hindus have a word and a ®uet for it, I THINK?, and 

it makes me shudder that, people should make a Job of it—you r refresh-

ingl letter arrived to a tir me out of inactivity* 

Louise wrftte about *has finally receiving his induction n otloe, 

anjp your letter confirmed the news* It oame as a sort of sho ck—the 

the shock a wolf must feel w hen a virtuous womanat length s ucocenbs* 

I can't imagine Chasa foot slog ing soldier, though I can pi cture 

him probing into the recesses of 00mbat-distorted mind s to reintegrate 

these shattered personalities, I hope the Army will let him do what 

he wants* 

Thanks for your Invitation to visit "when (I) come back*" 

Will you remember ten years from nor? N6t that 1 think it'll b e 

that long, but I have ceased being an o tomlst about furlou gh, 

discharges, and all the other nice and wonterful climaxes t o a long 

and honorable tour of duty overseas* You see, Bet'e, I have be en 

classified ''essential", one of the reasonsbeing thnt I ca nwrlte 

Okinawa Island Japanese, nnunfortu nate circumstance p ersonally; 

for I have the heant and the desires of a civilian* At first, I 

used to boast that I had volunteered; but not anymore since m y 

G*I* friends hav© taken to looking at me with the greatest 

commiseration written on their faces, and with the profou nd 

lnoredulousness in their voices as they say,"You didn't vo lunteer, 

really you dldd't, did you, you poor baatard?" 

Actually, and deep down, noe of us regret our terms of Army 
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Servi o; twenty years from now we'll be shedding tears in our b eer 

for the g ood old days on Okinawa. Such is our lack of perspect ive. 

I am told, by souroes  AS  reliable as Stockholm or Geneva, 

and lately Finland, that men can't hold a Onndle to women when 

it oomea to swearing. Is that true? I thought that when women  got 

together, even at anassembly table ate factory, they talked about 

nothing but taking the hem in two inohea or cutting the toack of f 

of a felt hat to make a raw bonnet. Inc ertain ways, I'm so da mned 

naive thf*t it frightens me. when I return to civilization , how will 

I be 8ble to cope with the young, up and cussing female gener ation? 

It will be, I8m sure,one of the pax minor po8t war problem s, which 

wo 't be solved by adding a clause to the United Nationa  agreement* 

We viaited the village of T- last Sunday as spectators 

at a "game holiday. H The newly formed element*ryaohool, which is 

struggling to reorganise a semblance of an educational syst em, 

was sponsoring th? event to arouse oommunlty spirit« 

The little kidam moat of them looking not more than six 

years old, were dressed in their aunday clothes* white dr esses and 

suite out from, it appeared, sheet muslin. Anywny* they  looked 

standardi ed, like Fcr da off an a ssembly line. 

And that ia the general impreasion that I received. Pegi mented 

six yeara old. They did a series of physical exercise, which they 

had learned under the Jaja ese, aa complicated as a balle t dance; 

ani they did it in perfect coordination and rhythmn. And w hen they 

marched to the beat of a home-made, pickle barrel drum, the y used 

the knees-up goose step of the Japanese Army. Inster d o f having 

fun watching little kids p* y, I a aw vialon of these goos  steppers 

a decade from now. 
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* 
There was a coordination race. Five boys lined up one behin d 

the other and tied their feet to two parallel bamboo poles . Another 

team did the same. The idea was to cooperate, step off in rh ythmn, 

hup-twoithree-four, and thus win the r„oe. If one boy got out of 

8tep t  the whole team stumbled and collapsed. Regimentation aga in. 

No winder Japanese minds are so rigidly fixedJ 

The whole experience left me with a sour taste in my mouth. 

I'm passing it on to you. Uaybe you'll appreciate more tha ntoefore 

Cta noellor Hutch in  ' s  U of Chicago! 

•..I'm enclosing a snapshot taken on Okinawa. In the foregr ound 

are soy bean plants, in the background, pines. To the righ t is a 

guy named Wang whose feet are slightly cut of foous and who ap pears 

tobe ready to burst out crying. I was thinking of Home. Home with 

a foreground of dewy grasa antfa background of orange tree. "Oroe 

a California, always a Californian»" 

Yours truly, 

/s/Warren  (wa  ng.) 
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I got quits a bit dictated on my final case today and I hope to 

get the whole thing finished up early next week* The cas e Is a little 

longer than I had expected« It will be my final assignment bef ore I 

report for Induction« I did manage to complete most of the thi ngs 

that I set out to do with the exception of one follow-up Inte rview, 

Fuklko, (CH-59).  I would heve been able to complete her case but she 

was busy all lpat week and this week• She Is still doing the sam e 

work and she said there weren vt eny changes In her activities exoept 

that her family is now living with her« 

About 2 o'clock, I took Mlyako down to the Field Museum« M lyako 

was busy running ground and doing all the shopping in the mor ning« 

She went to the store 4 times in order to oarry all the things for 

the week-end. Mom w i t with her onoe and she arid she wasn't a llowed 

to buy anything without Mlyako's consent« She wanted to buy  a can of 

aour kraut but Mlyako got in a huff and said that it would use u p too 

many points and she just walked off« Mom complained: "Gee , she don't 

think I know nothing« I wanted to buy corn in can but Mlyako  won * t 

let me« She get so mad«" Mlyako*s explanation: "well, Bet te told me 

not to uee up all the blue points because we will need them la ter« 

Horn doesn't know all about rationing yet so I didn't want h er to 

spend them up«" I told Mlyako that we had plenty of blue poi nts so 

she should "allow** Horn to buy whatever-she wants« Mlyako h as taken 

over the oomplete responsibility for shopping and she doe s It very 

seriously« he knows uore about the rationing point8 than I d o al-

ready« Before I went to the museum, I dropped in at the war ehouse to 

ask if theyw ould replace the dining room table since ther e has been 

so much delay In delivering the right ohalre for ourt <*ble « The man 

aaid that he would take care of it as soon as possible since it was o.i 

his conscience. He wanted to sell me a mop for 50^ but after I ex-

plained that it wasn't worth that, he got very timid and ga ve it to me 
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for nothing* It was a sort of appeasement gift* I certainly have „ 
% 

that man bullied! We have all of the furniture we need now, except 

for the chesterfield which Toahle sold for "5. Hariko has ma de ar-

rangements to have It delivered Monday, but I told her that i t was 

impossible for me to take tine off in the morning and help ca rry it 

down the stairs. I don't know when it will be delivered now. In a 

way, I'm not too anxious to get that Cheaterfleld beoauae there might 

be bedbugs in it and I oertainly don't want any around our p lace. 

Toshle swears that It doesn't have any bugs and she has been ki nd 

enough to aell It to ue so cheaply* We will need it when Alice co rnea 

down to Visit• However, if I get too much sleeping accommodat ions in 

the flat, it might encourage Mom te crowd everyone into th e largebed-

rooms so she can rent the other two bedrooms out* I thin k she has 

given the idea up, largely beoauae Tom insists that he will not give 

up his private room* He got my '•permission" to decorate it an yway 

he saw fit so that he la going to put pictures of airplanes al l 

around the room despite Bette's objection that it isn't „rt letic 

enough* He is also going to build a platform to put his singl e bed 

on so thnt he can build some drawers under it* 

we walked all through the museum of natural history and It w as 

quite interesting to Mlysko* It took ua about 3 hours to g o through 

the place* Tliyako carried a little notebook around and whe n I asked 

her what it was for, she s**ld: "I write everything I Bee i n it and 

then I will go home and write my frlen d a long letter to te ll them 

about Chicago*" After we left the museum, we went through t he Plane-

tarium and the aoquarlum* We walked nil the way along the la keshore 
/ 

down to Buckingham Fountain so lllyako could look at that * She is 

•*ry fond of walking and I had to stop her several tiaeo so th at I 

could xmst* o went all the way down the Loop and then Mlyak o deci-

ded that she wanted to right by Stevens Hotel bee-use her fr iend 

» 
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I f 
had written that they had heerd It waa the largest hotfcl In th e 

world« "?e walked up Michigan Are* to the hotol and then we we nt 

right Inside and s-untered through the lobby and aat and tal ked for 

a While* It was quite a thrill for lflyako« she enjoyed th e whole 

afternoon 1 s  experle oes and she now feels that she likes Chicago very 

much« She la anxiously valtlng for the opening of school so t hat she 

will be able to make a lot of new frlenda. The high school o pena on 

Sept« 2 because of the earlier vacation« 

when we got ho o, we had to wait for a while for dinner even 

though we were late because Tom had not come home yet« About 7s30 he 

came and we all Inquired! "Where have you been 0,9 

Tom:  n I went to my ft*lend f s house because we were discussing 

books.* 

lie: "What?* 

Tom: "well, we were talking about comic books«! He has a  taholo 

lot of them at home and he tolc! me to com® over« I thought he waa 

about 20 years olf but he is only 16« Those Caucasians kids r eally 

are big for their age. He only gets paid 72§0 an hour and I get H k t 

because I am 17« He has a real nice home way out and I met hla fa-

mily and they gave me sandwiches to eat« We read the comic b ooks for 

quite a While and then we went out to the parte and I shower him some 

of the things I could do on the bars that-1 had learned in camp. He 

will be going to a different high school than me«" 
two 

Tom waa able to a eve 147 from his firs^/paychecks, and thl a 

week9a cheek will be fairly large since he got in quite a few hours « 

He gave Mlyako &2 but I said that he didn f t have to contribute 4 a 

week for food since he would only be working for the balance o f this 

month« He was quite willing to turn over most of his paycheck but I 

told him to save it for his school needs. He has reconciled himself 

to returning to school and he said he didn't mind now if the y tegg&fe 
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subjects that ha liked. ® 

After dinner, we decided to go to the show. Mom wanted every-

ona to go together alnoa it would be tha last time befora I was 

drafted. she ma da a big issue because wa insisted that aha take tha 

atraatoar and aha thougit that aha could walk. She aaid aha oould 

buy aavaral loaves of bread with tho money snved. I ot quite i mps« 

tient at th3a and I said we would take the atreetoar. M6m isn 't 

able to walk too far beomiae aha haan 9t regained all of her atrength 

yet. She worked  nro m6m  the houae too much. 

fe were reading tha newapapera after the ahow wh and 

Oeorge oame in. ?&oy were attending a party aeveral biooka away. 

Mwriko la not work ins yet but aha aaid sha would start looking for a 

Job aerloualy from next week. Her Job hunting effort© had no t been 

lntenae up to thia time. It la already a month or more since she 

quit her laat Job. I don't think th*t ahe wants to work too m uch. I 

tol<* her that I was getting drafted ao that she wanted al l of us to 

go over to her plaoe for dinner tomorrow night. We hate made o ur 

plana to go to the beach and have dinner at home but I said tfc at we 

would go if  5 ?om was not permitted in the kltehen to do any of the 

work. I didn f t want to go over  there -  because ahe said that ahe was 

having spaghetti. I auggeated that they cane over to our pl ace for 

dinner, but Bette discouraged thiB because she aaid it waa too much 

trouble to have them over. 

The in-law struggle which I have been anticipated finally o ame 

out into the open, it la largely M*riko f 8 fault* Te are willing to 

ignore tho whole thing, but -arlko la determined to make IKo m go over 

and vlait Mrs, Taki. She aaid that los had been in Chioago  for aev-

eral weeka and Mrs. Takl waa wondering why ahe hadn't matfe t he formal 

call according to the Japanese custom. She kept atreaaln g the Japan-

eae mmtta custom an<? I told her we weren't living in Japan. M arlko 
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told me to keep my nose out of it* Marlko said that it w«s up to 

the bride's mother to go visit the bridegroom's mother first and she 

Is making e big Issue of it« It was very embarrassing to Ge orge but 

apparently he feels that it should be done this way first* Mrs* 

Takl expects this formal or11 and apparently Merlko wants to appease 

her* aha said that she TOa running out of excuses to tell Mrs* T akl 

why ?!oa had not come yet« Bette told her that Mom was not in go od 

health and that it was too much effort to go visiting around * X 

added that Moo was always exhausted every tine she left t he house, 

and then I didn't say anything more* 

<^^don't know the exact reason why Mo® la not so anxious to g o 

over to visit Mrs» Takl* I think she Is mad at some of the t hings 

that Mrs. Tskl said about our family not being good enough f or hers 

during the period of Madame T.-Hnriko battle for George. Mar lko 

kept insisting that it had to be dene and sho pressed Mom f or a de-

finite appointment* Hhe wanted Horn to go tomorrow but jiom a n id that 

ohe had promised to go to the beach with us« Marlko then said that 

Tom oould go  via it  Mrs. Takl In the morning and go to the beach in 

the afternoon but we said this would be too much for her* Mom then 

admitted to Marlko that she wasn't particularly anxious to g o to the 

beaoh but "she had promised to go** 9 Actually, she was just using 

this as an excuse because she didn't want to go visit Mrs* Ta kl at 

Marlko's insistence* Marlko then said that ohe could go vis it her 

next Saturday and that she would come down after Com* Bett e said 

that it was not necessary for all of us to go along as Mom cou ld take 

care of the matter« That Is the way It w ff s decided 

Marlko should not have made a big Issue of the matter and I can't 

understand why she did* I suppose thrt she feels that we hav e a de-

finite antagonism towards Mrs* Takl and she thinks that we a re in-

fluencing Mom. I was rather disgusted at the way she used t he argu-

> 
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sent about following a "J n pane a e custom." Mar ileo, of al l persons, 

to  aaa  a dumb argument Ilka  that  I  he triad to scar© I cm into going* 

After Harlko and George left, Mem said that aha would go once and 

make this formal vlalt just to please Marlko but her heart wa sn't In 

It. ih s*ld that if Mrs* Tslrl started asking all ^bout her f amily 

history, aha would turn right around and aak Mrs. Takl hers. I 

guess it la true that Betta, 3mlko and  «I  have influenced aome of 

Moa'a thinking, but I atill believe that it is beat that Mrs, Takl 

doesn 9t make efforts to dominate m like she has d ne George* I 

think she even has Kariko buffaloed now # or how else explain '¿arlko's 

insistence upon following dead Japanese traditions? Bet te thinka 

that ̂ arlko is insisting upon this point because of her ow n selfish 

dealres. We felt that Moa's health was more important than m aking 

soolal  vi alta  to Mariko'3 ln-l^wa. I object to Kra. Takl because of 

the way in vtilch she went around to Toahie in order te find out all 

about us and hinted that we had wrong upbringing beer-use we didn't 

follow the proper Japanese conventions« I feel that we sho uld get 

away from these thinga and the whole family feels that for t hat 

aatter. riko use a the  anguste it  of custom Just for her own conve -

ience* Mrs. Takl has alao oast aspersions upon our family b ecause of 

the foot that Jaok haa intermarried. I don't know how she fo und out 

about thia, but one of the Seattle boys that I know told me that she 

had been spreading that around. Marlko doesn't know that M rs. Takl 

knowa this yet so I haven't said anything to her* It's no use start-

in- a family feud and we don't feel that we have any connect ions with 

Mariko'a in-lawa. It haa gone along peacefully up to now  and we 

ili ht as well let It go at that. George Ì3 the one who is placed in 

•n embarraaalng position because he thinks that wa have an fentagonlam 

toward hia family. That isn't true at all; It's Just that the vari-

ous personalities involved doea not click. Uarlko, in in sisting upon 
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joining the two families, may cause friction when it isn' t necessary 

at all. She won her point with Ron because she said everythi ng in 

Japanese and I didn't know what was being said. «lora is Just an Inno-

cent bystander end she is just caught in the middle. 

The whole affair was discussed fairly calmly, but there Is  a 

conflict situation. The whole thing is silly but it is onl y one 

aspect of the strangulating '•Japanese customs* which boun d* the Nlaei 

so closely to the lose! on the coast* I don't see any sense i n re-

suming this sort of thing oat here. Mrs. Taki is also being stubborn 

about it because she wants 3!om to come and visit her first, a nC 1 

suppose she will think that it is a victory for her, I've nev er gone 

' to see her like I was supposed to do according to her interpr etation, 

as I have felt that MarlkoSs narria ge to Oeorge ¿8 none of ou r busi-

ness and the families didn't get married. In a way, the who le thing 

is one small aspect of the struggle between Japanese custo ms vs. 

American ways. This issue isn't meaningful and it won't hav e any 

profound effect on our Uvea regardless of what a happens, but I 

think that the Nisei should resist all the way 6own the line in hav-

ing the parental control over them, I can't ero such custom s such as 

these as contributing to American culture so there is no ne cessity 

for the Qisel to ôtain it. join's reluctance is more perso nal, and 

I guess ah* feels that she has to support the views of her  younger 

children who are in the household with her. I can see now how t he 

Japenese communities on the coast governed the sal nut© beh avior of 

the "lie 1 as the Isséi pressure is pretty heavy—and pretty p ersist-

ent, Mrs. Taki has never gotten ever the feet that we did no t follow 

conventions, acoording to sane of the things which Mariko me ntions 

onoe in a while. Mariko is more willing to compromise now be cause 

she wants to be »reconciled by her in-l̂ wo but she doesn't h ave to 

drag us into it. he can't drag me into it and she isn't trying, i?t 
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she is turning her Influence upon Mo®. 

I really dldn f t any too much be on use of  George* a  presence so . 

Uariko is not aware of my intense opposition. It la up to Mom any-

way anc I can 9t govern her  life.  But  Harlko shouldn't  uae that  ar-

gument to me and then turn around and try to govern Horn's lifeher-

self. Batte aeeaa to be even more opposed that I am but It Is m ore 

of a pe aonal dislike for Ura. Taki afterwhat was being so ld to 

Bmlko about being rude. Dette and I have never met -TB . Taki.  It 

lan*t a personal matter in us, but Sirs» Taki represents a symbol of 

the old way toward which we are opposed. Actually  .Ira . Taki is sup-

posed to be  îuch  uore Americanized" than most Issei.  From  what 

George has told me In the past, she didn't follow tod many of the 

Japanese oonventlona. It aeeois that she was ostr&olzed In some ways 
» 

because of her peraonality and opportunistic manners.  r ihere was also 

some luestlonlng of her background because she appears to ha ve Cauca-

sian featured. I don't give a damn m out her background an d her an-

oestors and I can't understand why she should make a fuss of it. 

Maybe it's all Involved around her struggle with .Marlko a nd these in-

•  a'  ruments are only ut>ed as means to get her own way. She doe sn't 

sound like a very pleasant Individual from what I have heard f rom 

various sources and I just want to stay awayf  ran  her. 
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It rained today! Tom and Itlyako were very disappointe d that 

their plans for going awinnlng were spoiled. I hod a grouch to day 

because Bette didn't prepare breakfast after a 2$ hour dela y so X 

treated everybody but Torn very curtly for part of the da y. I got 

them to clean the house and I insisted that all the cardboa rd boxes 

and suitesses be taken away from under the bed. Koa sold that she 

didn't have enough bureaus for all of these things. I dec ided to 

build a large closet shelf in the storage room th©t we hov e and it 

took me all day to do this. It will hold everything now. 

Toa was busy completing his dressing table for Bette and  he Is 

doing it with great worfcnanship. In the evening I helped hia to sand 

it down and then I painted it so that it la a very good pie ^e of fur-

niture now. e were all supposed to go over to *Iariko f s dicier but 

Toa and I ieoî ed that we were too busy so we dent the fen te le delega-

tion to represent us. T7e didn't feol like eating spag hetti over 

there even though Mlyako Sf>ld afterwards that it was a ve ry good meal. 

Moa Isn't  suppo.  ed to eat spaghetti anyways. It rained during the 

greater part of the dry and it Wf*3 rather downcast.  Ve  did compen-

sate for the weather  fcy  getting a lot of work done around the house. 

Toa was very disappointed because he wanted all of us to go  swiaaing 

once together since he vanta to show ae that he can beat me i n Gwim-

mlng. I suggest d that he go to work early odnesday or Thurs day and 

then take an afternoon off so we can go swiacaing. He api d he would 

do thls^> 

rfro iflyoko, Mom and Bette came home about midnight, they b egan 

to tell us Immediately how Horn w Rs persuaded to go visit Mrs. Takl. 

Dette 9s story: "We didn't even know about it but Inriko kept s aying 

to Horn that she coulfn't give any aore excuses to 1rs* Tak l. ̂  don't 

know why she has to give any excuses. She told Sio© everythi ng to say 

to Mrs. Takl and I don't aoe why aha had to aake up stor ies and apo-
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loglze for any of her actions.  It  all started when the door  bell 

rang about  7 :30« It w*b  Mr*  and  Mrs*  Taki and thoy were coming to 

visit Marlko and George* George ran down the stairs before th ey 

could come up and he  talked  to them* He told them that  we  were there 

and then Mr* and TCrs. Taki didn't even come up*  i7t h$t w»s sure  dumb» 

George oame up and said that his parents vere Just passing b ecause 

they vontec to know Toshi'a address. Thst was really a wan k excuse 

Because Mrs* Taki  has  been to Toshi 's  place a vumber of time and she 

knows that it  ia  two blocks away # She  wanted  to win her point and 

she didn't want to come up and  see  Mom first because she feels that 

Mca should oaae and visit her* It sure was childish* Bu^ Marlk o 

made mo mad when she decided that Mom should go right over a nd visit 

l!r. and  Mrs.  T.  Miyslco  and I stayed with Eileen Rec use we didn't 

want to go over there* Mom visited for a couple of hours* Any - ay* 

thnt ia out  of  the  way  now and 'Tom has  made  her visit. She told Mrs. 

T. to  oome over any time so I guo *s  she will  be,  dropping over to re-

turn the onll one  of  these days.  Mom said that  it  wasn't a  bad  visit 

because everyone was polite to each other*  Mrs  *  T.  started to ask 

all about our family and  Mom told her, Then she adked Mrs.  T*  about 

her family and she found out thnt Urs* T. learned English in a aaam . 

xmx*  mission school in Yokohama and that she  Is  pretty young yet* 

::osi said that she was pretty sure thatjirs. Taki was not pur e Japan-

ese but she doesn't hold that against her. Anyway, that is set tled 

now and iiariko is satisfied. I hope she doesn't make a lot of plana 

to throw ;!ora and :£rs.  Taki  together now because Hem said she Just 

didn't or re for George 's  mother. But  Sirs.  Taki belongs to a church 

too so she may drag '£&& to one of the Issei Christian chu rches* I 

hope he lets ua alone*" So that is thatI 
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tear Gtiorlie 

So at loot you ara "in", or very near* I know what a sense of 

relief it must be. You should feel great pfrlde in a Job w ell done* 

ot only the magnificent performance for the study, but also  the. 

heroxlo way in \7hlch you hrve solved your family problems« H ow a new 

era begins for you, and we are all wishing that it will be a H appy 

and successful one—not the interlude in the /rmy, but your long time 

future in the postwar wofeld« You have certainly shown tha t you've 

got what it takes» 

The write-up of your life-history was quite satisfactor y for my 

purposes« I wish you would drop a note to Lo-iis Adnmlc, wit h a oopy 

for my files, indicating that you aro willing to have me use t he ma-

terial he published in his book to any extent that I wish and asking 

him in turn to put no rastriotions on it* You may say that, of 

course, I will write for specific permission from him for di rect quo-

tations and that full credit will be given. 

I aia, lnreed, pleased with the follow-ups. Now it is up t o me 

to whip a manuscript into shape« I will not, of course, be ab le to 

meet the original deadline I had set, but it w i l be sometime th is 

fall« Flg$tt now I am vaortcing like road on Rosalie's mo« as she leaves 

in a few reeka« Frank Is busy with revisions« Jimmy did not get 

drafted, aa they threw him back into Ac on technical grounds (parents 

in Japan)« 

Yes, it • is ok to let Louise stay until Frank returns« If she 

runs out of work, tell her I wish ahe woulf ?*ork up her fathe r's life 

history and experiences, if ahe la willing to« 

Consider the fan a gift to the Klkuchl family« God forbid I 

should ever have to live in the  Hteat,  where It might be needed! Your 

apartment sounds swell« Please give ay regards to your mot her« 
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Let ua hear what happens« If you should get turned down for 

flat feet or something, please telegraph, so thnt I will not "ter-

minate you end then have to go through the red tape of reins tate-

ment« 

All here  send  best wishes« 

Sincerely yours, 

Doroth) 
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DMr Sr* ̂ tasiet 

It 9« been  stymm  worjtha  ftSnot  1 % lset written to yoe but I 
hoi« been very busy with a| «orfs on the University n m  oh«  te 
hit we been etu£ylng  of  the ew^ountion and reoettlement for 
the post three years* worlt bat been oenterec here In dhiomo 
an€ T  tieve  **er emphasising in £twldt »el adjuotaents and problena In 
ay pf̂ rtlooUr phaee of the Job* I h m oloo ̂ jota delng fie ld 
worH on tha reettlero here* Tt hee  beef)  • very interesting rmf 
e&tontlonal Jobg bat on next Friday« A«guet 10« i m termi nating 
this worlt to be lndwote€ Into the ¿ray et leet* I m quite g lad 
that  I «111  be  in  the a reed aerwloes since  1 t ?eliewe that the prir*» 
elplee involved ere worth fluting for* 'if wot% durinf the  peat 
three yen re hoe contributed to the w effort  1ft  eotne eonetrtsotive 
way* I think- but now I be «ore directly connected with  l t~ 
that la, If I na not re)eete£ for phyaloal reeaooa* 

there are about 10,000 evacuee« resettled In the Chicago are a 
at the present ti«3©* tto tar «alooatlon Authority ie plann ing to 
eloee the rsiaeinlng nine oe  ?tera  by tha end of this year« m t It 
•*llt be a tre*en£ot*e |oh to resettle 59*000 t*ora people i nto the 
cornel atreaa of A&erlean life* The  50»000  plus  who  have gene out 
¿taring the pest two ye*»ra aeao» to be  ranking  mm aottafaofcory  mi 3-
JnotMnit and  ®m$ of the young people hove had the opportunity to 
engage in verlooe typee cf wot*r ̂ hloh thny never ha£ a chn noe to 
before* Cnly about 7*000 have gone book to the Faoirlo Coas t thus 
for* **>t there ray be an fnereerslni» mm^mr by the en<* of thla year* 
•y brother« Jaek« la out there in sen franeleeo now worklns i n the 

ehSnyaî a wMle wnltln&  to  fjain admittance  Into  a nodical eoh<cl* 
ft© la «arrled to a girl  of  Filipino extraction  tbo  hue just grê t*» 
ate* fncei itanfortf University* «to*?*ey he goin$ l̂ to t he Amy very 
shortly too* uy sister« Alice* la up In Kinneapolls with her  child) 
her husband la In  the P^olffo with  the intelligence unit* 

-tfm rwraelnder of vy fatally la hare lo Chioa$o now* After 2 7 
months* we have finally ne'jeget to get tteti together*  '  &ne sister la 
in eadet nuralna in the looal lit» Sinai hospital and ®i>fcln g very 
good progress* Mother slater Is attending t)UF Universit y of 
3hloa$o* There are two younger onea atlll in hl&h sehool* My 
olleat slater la alae here in Chicago with her hustono* thlo sa m m 
to he turning out very aatlafaetory for ua* 

In  the course of my  nor* t  aid a further follow~ur> of ay life 
history  am? 2  would like to  know  if the University sUiCy under the 
¿Ireotlcn of "r* torothy 8* thosiee oould have pwrala l̂on t o use 
ao*e  ef  the oaterial whloh you uee^ In your  bocit«  ̂ frosi Many Uin^a^« 
on my life otory. fr* Ihooaa will mrite to you fo#* spoolfi o per-
eiaalon for  Ulre t̂ quotations miC full credit will be &lvec*  1 



dcoH know what «he plan® to do with the material, but I thi nk that 
eh« tuia in eilng the publiosti of a on <s*qq dootsi»nte« 
II ie » n r y tentative plan ae fer ae I knew» The a&udjf ha e not 
publish»*? anything yet baooua» of cartain rostrlctio ns placed tipo» 
the SMi tar lai* X ballere that tr m Thooae haa plans for a aar le o of 

on the ̂ lol» evnotatlon and ra  attiei  ont which will oaom 
o»t after the  •••  how» had a fairly large staff up to now, but . 
th» draft end ?th»r  mmmz \  nwc  raduoad it ooneldara  Xj.  Htwrever, 
th» tudy will contirme for m a t month» yot. 

I had b»»n taking a limitai program in the graduat» acho- l of 
oclal servie» ¿¿hinlatratici) hor» but ï  fcnv*  hud to dii-oontinu» it 

»Ith »y pendln« dtraft« ?$y  po »t~war plana ss» Indefinita  and  X 
haven't giva» It tor- auch thought yai. X wattle like to wr it in 
ñcmm phae» of  rao»  relatione but X hnwa not inv»etlgr*t»d the  pönal« 
'  -il5tieat all bec-uaa of ay worfc an* fitudi*$ up to this 

If  »I  »vor get a chanco to be naer ra* Jaroay aftor I gat i — 
X ft*  11  sato» evary effort to orca» a»a you and your wife* 

3 littler difficult to tall yet* of rll y e*p»rl*ne»a aí-.e » the ' 
time ny brother« end e is* era and X vial ted you and yoir w ife at 
tfta  Ctffi  Trotyl ir '"an anoisoo lr>  19*0  #  The pact f lw ye^ra  ht  w» 
boon orwa^d with i«tor»ating »xr?»ricno»o 9 and X think that X haw» 
l»*m»d o-n^S^araKl̂ « ft*»thl'ig  V:**  it £eno  tm  that it as 
?o!7vl'Toed me that it la pcanible for »inorlty groups in thie 
ootjrtáry to haow» integrators l T t̂o the way of U f a and 
that it is not an iapneeihla dream to achiave euch a goal ov an 
though tha pn-ooas ̂ ay te difficult* Tha avneuation in itce lf r>*v» 
th»  ftla»i  tha ijpetua in this diraotlon, and it was not ooapü»t»ly 

vaîn, a w » though certain of rtrr aersoaratlo principia» 
atrainad dûrlng th» hy«t»rla fol owing Fe«rl Harbor* 1 h«v» t alkad 
to a £ar$» f roRattl»^ during the or-  of -"rv  '-'raie 
and tha oo ;»»neu» of the opinion aoeas to b» that th»y n o 1 w w w 
irjöh to return  ? o !H  i  toto a agrietad pat'arre of tha m - o r 
¿apañas» ooa unities on the Fwolffto onot boo^uaa of th» gr »at»r 
opportunities they hnwo tmmè in tha Hidw»ßt and Thar» ara 
still many problema faolng this group hot tha outlook »ope ora bright 
in many reapaot*. Prat-war adjuntaart« nay bo difficult,  ̂ ut that 
1» true of other groupe« Socs» 2C,000 ileal  trrm  *ha oainland and 
Hawaii a vi o no** in i ha armad forces» and f* largo grovp ar» placing cm 
Important port in tha Faoifio gar throtif̂ i their  «  pooiallcad intalli-
fionoa eotivitl  > -.  I  aou t if  X  vili  ÎID  pinned In a Jananas» langtvfie 

o»nt»r rworima of my la ok of kncmM^i of Japanaoa« X dovi f t 
pr rt!oí  Taray 0'>ro to do that anyway beo*uua it wou^d bo too diffiou lt 
a prooana for ae* I*d rather aorv» in acó» othor ĥ finoh of tha oar» 
VI00» ^ 

any rpta t  I oh&ll try to y^u a lin»  oco'  oinnally if th» 
A ray doos not take too sjuoh of ny time* last regarda to your w ife* 

r ino»roly t 

Chorlofi Kikuohi 
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Z started out for the office early but I waa delayed beoau ee I 

had to go to the bonk* Hiyako started her savings account and the 

lady in oharge thought I w*s her father* This made Mlyako gig ftle so 

much that she could hardly answer the ques  Ions I  I thought that It 

would be a good Idea for Klyako to start an account as it will be an 

inducement for her to save. Bette gave her 08 from her Inco me tax 

money returned and Tom gave her  "'"2 while I g«ve her $8 also* I will 

also give her some further amounts as soon as X can make the a rrange* 

ments. In signing her name, she wrote "Margaret"« X asked he r why 

she ueed this  .  ame arid she said that for all school and other pur-

poses she was going under her American name« On the ay to the 

bank, she told me that she was not reading "Black Bpy" any mor e be-

c use she thought she was too young for it when she come to a r eal-

latic description of little boys peeking into outhouses! T om alao 
\ 

wont along to the bank as he did not go to work this morning* A st y 

has developed on his eye and he thought that it was caused from  the 

dust at his shop. If I had known that he was not going to work, I 

could have sent him over to bring the oouohf rom Toshi's* 

I want to lunoh with Morton and a couple of his friends, Be n 

and Jack. We didn't go to his house because his wife, Kuth, h ad a 

dental appointment* e went up to a nice restaurant on 63rd, b ut 

the service was ifether slow* They w re all excited because of the 

news which Just came out that atomic bombs had been perfect ed and 

that one complete city in Japan had already been devastated* They 

felt that this was the new secret weapon of the war* The bomb i s 

supposed to be 2000 timas more powerful than any bombs used t hus far* 

Ben said that he knew where the secret plant  xfc  procueing these 

bombs were located and he was surprised that Truman hac made public 

the news« about the bomb* He said that over  65,000  people were ma-

king these bombs and it cost two billion dollar research to develop 
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It* Jack 9 a  comment was that It w*s a pity to spend that am ah, money 

on destructive efforts when pure research could really cure cancer 

if the government put an equal sum to  research,  Morton philosophized 

that perhaps the atomic bombs was not all a waste beopuae t he same 

principle could be used in industry and revolutionize it• We talked 

quite a bit About this 'xtnb as they were keenly interested , end they 

even went out  to buy 4  newspapers In  order  to gat nil details. It 

see.is that Ten wns connected at one time with Its productio n but he 

is now n graduate student here» 

We also taDred a bout the w*r and the fellows nil felt that it 

might end before 1946« were all agreed that perhaps it wos better 

the ^nperor rule to be removed in Japan. Jock pointed out that it 

was really meonior.leso since the TSnperor's position w as no better 

than that of the kln£ of Kngland* Toth Jack and Ben seamed to b e 

quite liberal winded on^ they are both writing their Ph.D. t heses 

right now»  ,# orton seems to be doing okay a* he is located in a 

swanky office in the public administration building on the c ampus. 

He seems to like hin wortc vê *y much altho he ha* a contin uing inter-

est in the latest developments of the -tudy. He Is anxious t o follow 

the WRA in order to find out if it really does succeed In closi ng up 

the center. iVu not able to give him too much information bec ause I 

haven f t been keeping up on these developnents myself*  :  orton now 

believes that the  WRA mny not succeed in its closure policy, but he 

suspects that it hes a hidden policy to carry on in the event th at 

all of the people do not leave« 

Teuton clapped his hands when he read the news that Senator 

Johnson had expired* He said that when he saw Jbhnson in «shl ngton, 

r.c., he thought the shadow of death was already upon hiau No rton 

looked upon it i personally  as Johnson was a  symbol  of isolationism 

and reaotionaryism and there was nothing personal in what he  said 

about Johnson f s death. He thought that Warren might take thevacaney* 
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It will take one more day to finish the dictation, and then 

I will have to tie up my boxes. It 1a going according toachedule, 

and 1 atill will have one free day. I'll have to gp downtown once 

on the laat day in order to do some personal business, I got  a note 

from YUki Kimura (Ch-20) and she i8 up in Minneapolis now. She moved 

up there about a month ago with her Caucaaian room-mate b ut bhe did 

not mention what type of work she was doing. She probabl y plans to 

,0 to the university if she can get herself settled down. Yu ki is 

still running away from heraelf and she has been extremely d isor-

ganized even from before the war. She was a little more s ettled here 

in Chicago for a while but she couldn't resist the urge to m ove on. 

She doesn't have any roota any place so that she is continuall y mov-

ing on in orter to seek her happiness, without realizing  that happi-

ness is  a  result of personal efforts to a large extent and that it 

can be found alaost any place if the mental attitude is rig ht. Maybe 

she will be happier up there, but I have an idea that ahe wil l even-

tually move on to another city—perhaps New York next. She quit her 

Job very suddenly here and apparently the decision to mov e came over-

night altho she had been thinking of it at the time I saw her  a  couple 

of months age 

At the dinner table tonight, Tom explained to Mom all about t he 

new atomic bomb which has taken over all the headlines. It w as ru-

mored that Japan will be given a 48 hour notice to quit the war , and 

some reports have come in telling about the destruction over Hiro-

shima. Horn's reaotion veis: "Too bad all nations not Christ ian. 

America get all the brains from Genuany, England, Italy and other 

countries. That's why best scientists here. That's why U .S. will 

win the war. Japan must give up before all women and children are 
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destroyed* Too bad not all nations are Christian. Tar is bad a nd 

I feel sorry. I hope war end before Charlie get in Army." 

<^Mora mentioned that she had talked to  Mar  lk o last night and after 

she understood the reason why I didn't want any boarders  in our apart 

ment because of the dellre to have a family unit and not a room ing 

house, Mom said, "I feel sorry I worry you, but I don't tak e in 

boardar now. If we have enough money to pay expenses, I won' t do it* 

•he also mentioned a little of her reaction to Mrs. Taki. "Mrs . Taki 

try  to.  look yougg and modern. She wears too much Jewelry and flo wer 

in her hair. She is pretty young. She look like hakujin la dy. I 

think that she is half and half. Long time ago when Japan was closed 

to world, only the Butch traders were allowed to come in. Man y went 

to Yokohama. Many married with Japanese girl. Many descenda nts of 

these in Yokohama and they look like hakujin. I think th at :irs. Taki 

is one of these descendants." 

I explained a bit further to Tom and Sliyako about Japan' s seclu-

sion for o couple of hundred years before it was "opened" b y Admiral 

Peary last oentruy. Tom was surprised that I knew so much ab out 

Japan and Mom's comment was that even though I didn't kno w the lan-

guage I knew more about Japan's history than any "Japanes e" that she 

had ever known in this country 

Mom was in a very reminisoic mood and upon Tom's and Miyako' s 

urgings, she told a little of Pop's early life. She told It i n Japa-

nese so I only got a condensed version from Tom and Miyako. M om said 

that Pop had many expvpalenoes before he came to America and that he 

traveled all over the Pacific area before he Joined the y.S. Navy. 

Shesaid k that he was a cabin boy from the age of 15 and later h e be-

came a deep-sea pearl diver. Once he went down and a shar k attaoked 

him so that he shoved his knife between the shark's Jaws. The shark 

couldn't close its mouth so that it drowned. The next day Pop got to 
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thinking what a fine knife he had lost so he dove down after it and 

he saw the dead shark* Another time he dove down and his fo ot got 

oaught in the weeds so that it was 15 minutes before he oo uld come 

up* Tom and illyako snld it was impossible for anyone to hold their 

breath for 15 minutes* Mom said, "Well, it probably was only five 

minutes, but the minutes got longer as Pop got older*" She'we nt on 

to explain that a lot of the stories were exaggerated but the y were 

all based on truths* She is quite proud of the fsot that Pop was 

quite a Romeo in his younger days but she calls his illegi timate son 

in Saipan n "half-brother"* Miyako doesn't quite understa nd what 

this means when Tom laughs in his knowing way* She also sa id that 

Pop was a hero at the time of the U.S.S. Bennington explosio n and he 

rescued one of the officers but he Imever got a medal because the 

officer died and Pop didn't know enough English to come for ward and 

say that he w na the one who had swum after these officers during the 

explosion* Tom said that Pop told him a few years ago tha t one of 

the ordnary seamen on the U.S.S* Bennington at that time beca me a 

high offlolal in the Navy Dept. many years later* Mom said that she 

was going to put Pop's honorable discharge certificate in t he hallway 

where our American flag is hanging* She had Pop's ashes In the dining 

room but I hid It in the closet* 

>m's sty on the eye kept him from work today but it didn't keep 

him and Miyako from going out all afternoon to explore* They b ought 

a half-gallon of root beer and tried to drink it all aown by  them-

selves, but they did not succeed* they also bought Ice cream and 

funny books* Tom Is pretty good to Miyako and he buys her thi ngs eveto 

though he treats her gruffly at times* Miyako la getting him to build 

her a desk like Bette so she can put her pictures of her movie I dols 

on it* he wanted to paste them all over the wall but I discour aged 

her. Tom and Miyako have not had a real big argument yet 
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I packed ay bag to take along to the induction station. It wa s 

a very aimple Job because all I put in it was one pair of und erwear, 

a few packages of cigarettes and a notebook. The Army is supp osed to 

provide everything and I'll Just have to put in my eleotr lo razor in 

the laat minute and I shall be ready* Mom is going to send m y 

clothes to the cleaners and then ahe will pack them away in m oth balla 

She hasn't said much about my induction except that it was my duty to 

go even though she wished I did not have to go. She is worried th at 

the atrenuous life in the Army will be too hard for me  J  fihe suggests 

that I try to gat a desk Job. I said that I wouldn't have any c hoice 

In the matter and that if 10,000,000 other fellows coul d take it, I 

suppose I could come out in fair physical condition. 
/  t u  \  _ 

fixed up little things about the house all evening. The 

flight will arrive on Wednesday or Thursday but I won't h ave much 

time to paint up the dressers. I may be able to help in unpa cking a 

bit. as soon as this freight arrives, the household will be practi-

cally complete and it will be much more settled. Then Bette wi ll be 

able to get down to her studying In earnest. She did study f or a 

couple of hours this evening but complained that her eyes hu rt* It 

is going to be a very difficult-assignment for her to pas s her exam-

ination and time is going by rapidly. I suggested again tha t she 

ehould quit her Job at the end of the month and really get down to 

business and study for the next couple of weeks. Bette i s Just as 

anxious to  pa as  beoause she wants to do her second year \pery badly. 

She thinks that she got a 5i an hour raise at her Job but she i s not 

sure. Marlkoon Saturday night 

How rumor start: I told/Sara that Jack might be drafted soo n. 

On Sunday Mariko told Mom that she thought Jack was in the A rmy al-

ready. This evening Mom tells me that Jack is in the Army beca use 
M*rlko told her. The next thing we will hear, says Tom, is tha t Jack 
la overseasi 



Charles Kikuohl Diary Tues.Aug. 7, 1945 

I rushed through my work today and finally got the last case 

dictated  I  It took me the rest of the afternoon to finish up the 

packing* The only Incomplete work now is the index and Luise will 

finish that up after I leove. Louise is indefinite about h er future 

work plans but she was saying something about loaning her oa r to her 

sister to go to New York. She might go to New York too for a vaca-

tion after Frank returns from Berkeley. She said she might even re-

main there is work opportunity develops. Her brothsr-in -law does a 

oomio strip, "Miki", which appears in about 17 newspapers over the 

country. At on© time most of her family was here in Chi cago, but 

they are scattered quite a bit now. It was a lucky thing for us 

that she remained as long as she did because it would have been dif-

ficult to break in a new secretary at the last moment. It's a relief 

to get everything out of the way, and my remaining two days w ill be 

spent In cleaning up personal business. I still have to go to t he 

office one more time in order to type up my last daily entry» 

There has been quite a bit of news in the papers about the at omic 

bombs ana it is reported to have destroyed two-thirds of a cit y* The 

full horror of war's destruotiveness is not being realize d by the 

public and there is a greet deal of varied reaction to the us e of the 

new bomb. I hope that there will not be another war because complete 

cities will be wiped out the next time war breaks x out. W© ar e 

supposed to be a civilized world, but people accept such bombings in 

a casual way because they can't realise the full  tascxx  horrorof such 

a thing* A couple of years ago, there used to be great cries of atro-

city when a hospital was bombed but now we take the destru t lon of 

complete city in an almost matter of faot way. If democracy i s to be 

achieved, we are paying a great price for it and I hope that it works 

this time. I think that almost everyone feels that such comp lete 
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bombings Is terrible but we rationalize our guilty conscie nce by 

saying that it Is war and that If we did not do it the oth er nation 

would. I doubt If Japan oan hold out much longer now and the so oner 

it Is over, the better it will be for everyone* Japan might still be 

fanatic enough to try and hold out in the face of inevitabl e defeat, 

but I suspect that there might be some sort of mass uprising  when 

more and more cities are destroyed. Mom is hoping that the w?> r might 

be over before my date of induction, but that wouldn't m ake any dif-

ference as the Army would still continue* to draft for occ upational 

purposes« I certainly hope that the war does not last much longer so 

that the reconstruction period can really begin. 

Horn is not feeling good today and she went to bed quite ear ly. 

She was tired out and she had a headache. She thought that it was 

the weather, but I suspect that It is still the part of her g eneral 

illness because she certainly is not in full health by any means. I 

think that her going out on Sunday was a little too much for h er, and 

I plan to ask Mariko not to engage lom in any strenuous acti vities 

hereafter. 

Bette was quite alarmed this evening because of the letter vfriich 

she received from the University. The re-examinations are g iven on 

Sept* 5 and 9 and she has to pass them before she will be permi tted 

to enroll for the fall term. Bette decided imaedlately that s he 

would quit her job tomorrow and spend the next 3 weeks stud ying full 

time.  :  he thought that she would be able to work 3 more weeks after 

the re-examination because the fallt erm doesn't start unt il October. 

It is going to be a tough struggle for her to catch up and cram down 

all of the neoessary data and Bette is very worried #bcut it. I was 

busy all evening doing little tasks. I'll probably be busy r ight up 

to the last minute because the freight has to be unloaded ye t* I 
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am ao busy that I haven't had an opportunity to become curious  about 

Army life, I'm Just anxious that I won't be rejected at the la st 

minute for unknown reasons* I haven't told very many peopl e that I 

am leaving because It is always awkward to say good-bye, b ut the news 

seems to have gotten around a little« and some of them have sto pped 

me to say good-bye* Actually, I should go around and say the g ood-

byes myself, but I'm just too busy* I guess that the new chap ter in 

my life will have to wait until Friday* The resettlement ph ase has 

been verysuooessful as far as I am concerned* T&e whole eva cuation 

story will soon be completed when the coups close* Some of the cen-

ters are sending out speolal trains to return to the Coast* T he RA 

believes that this will be a he*vy month for resettlement  because 

many of the parents will want to get their children out in time for 

the opening of sohool* I saw a notice in the paper which sa id that 

Manzanar might be purchased by the State of California in order to 

take oare of the 2000 Indigents (Japanese} from Los Angeles county* 

That's not oloslng camp at all because It la merely transf erring the 

administration to less qualified hands* If such a thing is done, 

then the remainder of the centers ¿lould also be kept open, and fi-

nanced by state and federal funds* 

Some lady, Karon Kehoe had written a book "City In the Sun' * 

whloh is about her experiences at Gila* The book won the © odd Meade 

Co* national intercollegiate fellowship and it will be pub lished 

next spring* I suppose that more and more volumes will come out 

about the evacuation from now on* 
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a$30  P. M. 

It has been a very busy day for me so far. I started out for 

the offloe at 8 o'clock but I didn't get hore until Just now. I had 

to go downtown in order to get Bill McKee to have his statemen t re-

garding my support of the family notarized. Bill is on a va cation 

until September so Mr. Morgenthau had the statement retyp ed and he 

went to get it notarized. I stopped in at the Five and Ten to buy 

some moth balls before I went on to the office» but I ran into 

Mariko. She was out Job hunting. She said that she had a Job l ined 

up with the Laymen's missionary group but she wasn't sure whether 

she would take it or not. "They are offering me |30 a week an d I 

only hnve to work 40 hours. It sounds like a very good Job an d I am 

considering it because I don't think that I can get $35 any more. The 

Urss has told me that work is slacking off in the defense pla nts so 

that more secretaries are available. I don't take any dicta tion at 

all so I have to look around for a clerical Job. Office wo rkers do 

not have a Union to keep their wages up so many of the enp loyers are 

cutting down the hourly rates. 

"I tried to gat unemployment compensation but my former boss 

ruined that for me. When the USES checked up, he told them th at I 

was fired because I came in to work 15 minutes late everyday a nd he 

said that I took 5 or 10 minutes off every hour to go to the wash 

room. Then he also said I avoided doing certain filing wor k because 

I didn't like it, and that I was always fighting with the 2 gir ls 

downstairs. He is a big liar because I wasn't fired at all. I  said 

to the USES man that if I had been fired, the company would not have 

given me a vacation with pay. I soid that the whole cause  of our dis-

agreement in the office was because I didn't get along tith  Mrs. 

Rosenfeld the supervisor and he had it in for me so that's why he said 
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all those things about me. I think that the USES man believes m y 

side of the story. I would only have received $14.50 a week f or un-

employment compensation anyway because my job with the sal vation 

army didn't oount since they do* not deduct for social secur ity from 

religious organisations. The Nisei girl who works at the US ES told » 

me that it was better for me to get a job covered by social se curity 

because next year jobs would be even scarcer. That's why X'$ n ot 

quite sure about the job with the missionary publishing gr oup. I 

haven't deolded yet whether I will take lt 9 but it will be convenient 

slnoe the Office is located in the Loop and I can do my food s hopping 

during the noonhour in the downtown stores. The USES just can 11 seem 

to find a similar job as I held before. I've been out of work for 6 

weeks now and I hnve to get a job soon because George ne eds my help. 

His work has been out down to 40 hours so he doesn't get pa id nearly 

as much as before. After I get working, it won't <© any probl em at 

all for me to contribute the 525 a month to the family. I'll take it 

out of my bank account this month." 

Marlko was quite anxious about getting the couch delivered be-

cause she said Toshle wanted it out of her house as soon as  possible. 

I told bar that I was "very rushed and I couldn't possibly go o ver to 

help. :he got a little excited and said that after all It wa s for my 

benefit so in order to calm her down risked her to phone 3o b pnd make 

new arrangements for its delivery. Luck was with me because Bob said 

that he couldn't get a man to go over there witfe a brucfc unt il next 

aturday. Marlko deolded to have George help In that case as h e does 

not have to work that day. I told Mariko that Mom had not be en feel-

ing well slnoe her activities last Sunday, and ivfariko s aid ale would 

not have Mom run around anymore. She was quite relieved that  this 

formal visit with Mrs. Taki was now accomplished* and she h opes that 
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Mrs* Takl was satisfied in hnvlng this visit conducted feaxh a ccord-

ing to her interpretation of the formal cufctom. I told Mari ko that 

the next time to hell with Mrs, Takl because Mom's health w as more 

Important* Mariko agreed but she said she only insisted up on it for 

the first time because George might have made it unpleasa nt for her* 

She said that George did not like the way in which she had refer red 

to his family In an unfavorable way so much and that's why he wanted 

to follow the Japanese custom in this matter* /otually Mom a nd the 

rest of us are • innocent bystanders in the struggle between Mariko 

and lira* T* Those two get along now, but there still is that c onflict 

situation which doesn't come out into the open too much* Mr s* Takl 

had outwardly "accepted" Mariko as good enough for her so n. Mom's 

comment is that  Mrs *  Takl looks like an older version of Mariko and 

maybe that's why those two don't got along* 

Mariko's comment regarding the atomlo bombing of Hiros himas 

(we s.nw the headlines about how two-thirds of the city h ad vanished 

and that there were over 150,000 dead) "Isn't that terrible» / It 

isn't because it happens to be a Japanese city which is bombe d* I 

would feel the same way no matter what d ty in the world was d es-

troyed in this manner* George didn't want me to rend the pa per last 

night beoause he knew that I would get disturbed I read the news 

account anywny and I couldn't sleep becauso thoughts about h ow ter-

rible how war was troubled my mind* I don't know what this w orld is 

coming to, but they can't have w^rs like this anymore* Japan  should 

be smart and give up right away* I feel sorry for a lot of those 

Iasei who have relatives In Hiroshima ken beoause they pro bably lost 

most of them when that bomb exploded* It's hard to conceiv e of one 

bomb creating that much destruction* Too bad that it isn 't put to 

more useful services, but I suppose that we have to pay a p rice for 
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scientific a <5 van cement. It #8 a pretty stiff price though." 

The atomic bomb w ns largely developed slight here on the campus, 

in the buildings down the street. For the past 2 years there h ave 

been guards on these buildings and I never knew the reasons for that* 

I suspect that many humanitarian groups are going to raise a protest 

at the mass execution of women and children. That one bomb mo re than 

repays the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor and Japan had bette r call it 

quits pretty soon or there won*t bea any more Japs left on th is ealfeh. 

It's still pretty hard to even conceive of one bomb doing t hat much 

damage, hit it is no longer a fantastic Buok Rogerish dream b eoause 

it actually happened. All of the newspapers are carrying man y stories 

«bout this newest war weapon. It is the secret weapon of the w ar and 

something far beyond our imagination. 

"fter we got through sipping our cokes, I decided to buy the 

moth balls but Mariko pointed out things here and there th at we need-

ed ao I ended up with a whole armful of stuff. I bought a potte d 
in 

plant to give Mom and to pu^/on the built-in table which Mariko 

wanted me to tear out of our living room« Now I have an excuse for 

not doing that. I had to stop off home to leave these purchase s 

there, and I was greeted with the news that the freight m an had come 

but he refused to bring the 20 crates upstairs* He said that t he 

company only delivered to the sidewalk* He told &om that h e would 

hire a man for $3 to help him bring it upstairs but Mom refus ed to do 

this, -he had been instructed by the WRA not to pay a cent fo r the 

freight delivery, She sent the man away and I was grently up set be-

cause I thought that she should have known enough to pay the |3 be-

cause of the time it saved and furthermore I couldn't br ing that stuff 

up myself anyway. I went down immediately to oheck upwith t he fril&hfc 

oompany as to when they could delivery the freight again. I was 
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shifted to about 8 different sub offioes before I got any sat lsfsot-

||| ion. The agent finally told me that the freight oould not be deli-

vered for several more days because it was not aoofpted the first 

time. They said there would be an additional charge on it. I told 

him that I was to be induoted on Fridsy so I was anxious to have  the 

freight delivered immediately. The agent changed his tune right away 

and he became very cordial and friendly. He went to a great deal of 

trouble to try and locate the truok driver who hod our frei ght but he 

found that the truck was way on the other side of the city. He t hen 

made plans to have it come tomorrow morning and he told me to be sure 

to be there as the oompsny oould not send it out again withou t addi-

tional charges. Thus, the faot that I am about to be ind ucted has 

paid its first dividends. I hope that there is no further delay altho 

it will be a problem to carry all that stuff upstairs. X guea s I 

^ shouldn't have been so irritated because {3 is a lot of money to Mom 

and she thought she waa being cheated. The freight company only de-

livers to the didewalk in front of the house now because of t he labor 

shortage. 

Mlyako la waiting for me in the office now because I have to 

take her bike riding so I will be leaving here in a few minutes . Tom 

wants me to take him to Kiverview tonight, but it depends on t he 

state of my w esrriness  I  He stillwants "to go swimming tomorrow, and I 

might do that if the freight arrives. All of the office work is  now 

cleared up and I have a olea* conscience about that. Louise will take 

care of shipping of some of my material to Berkeley and the tes t will 

be left here for Frank to send to my house after he gets ready to 

close the office. 
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mmmmm X 
While we were out bike riding, we saw the headlines:"^uss  a o 

A 

to War Against the Ja,js fl - It was effective at 4s00 pm. With the 

atomic bomb and nussia in the war, it should mean an early end t o 

the Japanese war. I don't see how  J apan can hold out now, and  x 

wouldn't be surprised to hear of an unconditional surrender at any 
i  

time. Mom still hopes that this will mean l won t go into th e Army, 

but there isn't any possibility of that. Maybe this Russia 

declaration will be the excuse Japan needs to quit fightin g as they 

could save face by saying that further fighting 4s useles s because 

the whole world is ag inst them. But the Allies sho Id insist u pon 

th removal of the ¿mperor, but they probably will keep th at system 

in because of the desire to maintain the status quo, esp ecially in 

view of the fact that Russia's position in the Orient is goin g to 

be very powerful from now on. Japanwon'b be in any position to 
make a last stand in Manchuria with the Russian Army at the back door. 

and Japan can't take very many of those atomic bombs. It's s till 

hard to  conceive— one bomb distroying 60* of a city and an 

estimated 100,000 or 150,00 people, i'hat is slaughter! I d on't 

m nd going into the Army one bit, but i' the war ends I  won't  feel 

.ad either. Maybe the *rmy will tighten its physical requir ements 

new that there isn't such a need for men. I hope tha* I won 't 

get rejected for any  physical  reasons though. 

X l yak lnd S ' i went on a long bike ride this afternoon-all the 

wa* down to 90th street. We came back along the Lake shore, a nd 

Mi.ako enjoyed the  experience'  very much. - couldn't even tire her 

out. we walked home afterwards in order to look at some of the 

nice homes in the residential district. Sample of Mlyako' s 

c o n v e r s a t i o n : «  ̂ other night I went to Mariko's and when she 
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took mom to see Mrs. Taki, I listened to the radio* The e was 

some symphony music playing so  J-  closed my eyes and dreamed a 

pioture of it* I bet that is a haunted house! Oh yea, in my 

dream I saw fairies in pink skirts and they were dancing. The re 

was some powder blue olouds In the ©kies and they came float ing 

by.  All  of a sudden, some blac£ dirty clouds came, '¿'hat was then 

the muslo got loud* <-*ee, I'd like to live In that house. Bu t I 

like our plaoe too. The black co-add were chased away by som e 

angel* and then they joined hands with the fairies and dance d. 

That's when the music ended. Isn't that the street where you used to 

live?" Miyako seems to enjoy all the sights so that it xlsn' t very 

hard to entertain her. Por the first time,  x  notioed a lot of 

things about Chloago which I had never paid any attention to b efore 

M^ako ^ointed them out. Like the designs in the eemetary. 

Miyako still wanted to go to the amusement center at Hiver view 

¿ark on the North Side, but we didn't get through dinner un ft 1 

about 8 so that it was too late, '¿am was very disappointed b ecause 

he 8aid that he hadn't had much fun out here yet, and Miyako g ot 

to do more things that he did. He wanted to go to Riverview, so I 

gave him the choice of going this evening or else coming home early 

tomorrow to go to the Beach. By the time he got to a decisi on, it was 

8:30 and then Mom, etc discouraged them from going to hivervi ew. 

Bette s aid that it olosed at 10:30. I still waited to take them, 

but they were talked out of it. It was also too late to go to 

a movie. I said that they could go to the Beach on sunday, but 

Tom said that he wanted to go swimming with a boy, and not Mly akol 

Poor Tom gets gypedk out of everything. Ha said that the bo ss did 

not like him to take so many days off from work, so he felt that 

he should not quit early tomorrow or else he might get fired. How-

ever, Tom added that he was in very gooi terms with the boss:" He 
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bawled me out for not tellings him beforehand that ± wasn't coming 

to work so  x  told him that 1 didn't know a week in adwioe when I 

was going to get sick. I thought sure he would fire me, but h e 

patted me on the back, and he said, 1I like boyswith spirit.Go 

on back to work. 1 But I don't think that I should take anymore 

days off Just to go swimming* I'll go with my cauoasian friend on 

Sat. afternoon after we get through work* He h s a date with his 

girl friend every sunday; he's only 16 too." 

•femiko was home thisevening for dinner as she is on a new 

nursin schedule* Sto said that she heard rumors that Cade t nursing 

was closing up so that there would not be any more classes* She 

also told us about the chances f o  *  Mom getting Service oare there 

because she (emiko) is  a  student there* Most of the time at 

dinner, %iiko was telling us about the vulgar nurse out ther e 

who had both breasts amputated because of cancer so she goes 

arouni  say in*,,  "Look, I have no tittiesl" ^ i ko has  a  boil on 

her t&|gh and she said that an interne had to doctor her, and 

this was quite embarrasing because she has gone out to the pa rk 

on walks with him and that she knows him well on  a  social basis* 

iimiko said she was on a diet, but she let it go today as she 

ate enough tofeed three ordinary nurses—like Yol I guess she 

enjoys mom's cooking too. She took Miyako back to the hospita l 

to St  .-v  overnight* Miyako got «11 excited and she acted as if she 

were goin^ on  a  six weeks  trip. She  had to change her clothes, pack 

a bag, and even include a towel. Then she went around and sai d 

good bye to all of us. It was so amusing. 

Bette quit her Job today and she will go to the university to -

morrow to find aut about her exams. She is determined to go to 

school somewhere,  even  if she has to transfer. I think she might 

pass the reexaminations if she crams nite and day for the r est of 
this month* 
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Midnight, and at last it isquiet around here. It has been a 

heotio day. Instead of loafing around and taking it easy, I worked 

and worked! The freight came early this morning, and th e driver 

refused to brln& it upstairs. I couldn't find anyone to h elp me so 

1 started to oarry those big orates upstairs by myself. Bet te took 

the littl ones, and we had quite a tussle« Bette  said  that it 

i  \ 
looked like th boxes were going up the stairs by themselves as 

\ \  ' fev' 

I could hardly be seen underneath. Some of the set boxes wei ghed a 

couple of hundred pounds, but it wasn't so hard once I got t hem 
V i'  I'  Y V f - V.  

on my  hi  ok. I learned the trick from the moving sran man who 
., V v \  • 

brought our stuff over here the last time. Mom was so surpri sed 
YvV \ . 

that X could oarry the heavy boxes and she had to tell every one 
f . 

how strong I  was I  I was ready to fold up by the time the la* t 

o the 20 boxes were upstairs. They certainly did bring a^ i o t 

of thin s from camp. 

It took the rest of the day to unpack, and th house is in 

a mess now, but we iot all of the boxes emptied out. The dres sers 

.ere banged around considerably so ~ had to fix them up. Th en I 

decided to paint them at the last minute* and that took anothe r 

hour, iifter dinner, more straightening m t . X still have to Cinish 

ray packing before I go* but that is no problem. Our flat loteks 

Vv r,y  much mor  s  impooved, ana it looks nice. In a couple of days 

more things will be in order, but mom has a lot of work in ma king 

ourtains,eto. The sewing machine arrived in good conditi on even 

though I almost dropped it while carrying it up the stairs o n 

my back« 

Bette grabbed the good things for her room before anyone« 

else had ohunoe to speak up, so that her den looks first rat e 

and very collegiate. It will be quite a blow to her if she does 
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not get admitted into th University. Mlyako is still putt ering 

around getting her things fixed up, and she is quite proud of 

her little dresser. She seems to have an artistic ability ab out 

her; I looked at some of her drawings and the;/ were pr* ty goo d. 

I didn't know that she drew much. *om isthe"or han" and he ge ts 

the left over things, but he has a lot of ideas about how he is 

going to fix his den up—and he do sn't want any advise. H e has 

all the tools that he needs now that the rest of the things cam e 
, y 

from  camp« 

It baa been heotlo getting the pi ce fixed up, but none of 

ue minded it too much because itwae for our benefit. Without a 

doubt, it is the beat hou.e in which the family haa ever live d, and 

even Marlko Is envloua of our aetup. Mom brought a lot of soap 

and other odda and enda from camp which will really come in h andy. 

A lot of Junk came too, but mot as much as * expected. 

¿jniko brought Mlyako back with her. She was going to go 

right back to the hospital to study, but decided to stay w hen 

she found out that we were going to have a delicious dinne r.She 

.aid that all she gets over there is boiled liver and th i n , like 

th.t. But she alao said that she was gaining weight every ti me 

she comes over here. Bette .aid that she thought sure she ha d 

lost five pounds from hauling all that .buff up the stairs thl . 

morning, but when she ran down to the corner drug stce to get 

on the scales, she found out that she had gained 3 poundat > 

Hom cooked a apecial dinner tonight-steak and-O-sushl" and 

w e ate and ate. It was so good. Mom was very pleased to hear the 

compliments about her cooking, and she said that she was wor ried 

for a while that she had  f<r  gotten how to cook after being in 

camp for three ,ea.s. Sh said that she was not interested i n 

taking an outside Job now because she had so muoh to do ar ound the 
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house• that **ette has quit her Job, the work sho Id be a 

bit easier for h r*  1  went over finances for the last time with 

her this evening, and put separate amounts of money in diff erent 

envelopes so hat bills oould be paid on time* I think that t hey 

will be able to manage if the allotment is $79 as there will  be 

additional inoome from Jack and Mariko. I told Miyako to tak e $1 

a week from my  ba  nk a&dounA for her allowance, and gave her a 

few mora dollars to put into her account*  x  have been g ving her 

all my pennies, and that adds u to about 150 a aa week becau se of 

all the taxes and street oar fates* 

Mariko andGeorge came over about 10:00, but 1 was too busy  to 

talk to them muoh.<Mariko did mention that she would giveMom 

the #25 for this month, as she would take it out of her bank 

account. She did not take the job with the church group so she is 

still hunting for a new Job^ Most of the time she was here, s he 

was fussing around with the arrangement of the furniture.  1 told 

mom this afternoon that she oould not hang the picture of Je sus up 

in the f ont room, and she took it literally so she was a litt le 

worried «hen Mariko suggested that it be laced in the bedro om. I 

reaxly don't care where she hangs it; I was Just teasing her. 

Mom has pictures of every member of the family and *hey are 

nicely framed.«^e wanted to put them in the living room, but I 

thought that would make us too conceited so persuaded her t o 

put them in anoth r rooml If those picttees w w i * were placed 

in the living room, itwould score any fisit^rs outl Mom is 

proud of those pictures. *he is going to hang pop's hono rable 

discharge certificate from the U.S. «avy by the Flag. Mom  doesn't 

seem to be overly concerned about Span's impending defeat U he 

second city was atom bombed today and hussia marched into Man-

churia) as she feels that it, is inevitable and the might of the 
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U.S. cannot be sto ped« I suppose she feels sympathy for the  Jap-

an se people, but she isn'fr muoh concerned with politics a nd she 

doesn't like war anyway« She has some funny ideas on other 

things though* For example, she thinks that Filip6noes have 

something in thel blood whioh makes them too emotional and un * 

stable« xhat is why she cannot reconcile herself to an accept ance 

of Dolores. When Bette asked her why she did not hang Jaok'a a nd 

Dolores picture up with the rest, mom said that she didn't wan t to« 

She has told her friends in c mp thfct Jack married a "Span ish" girl« 

Be tie and I got after her and told her that she ahould not hold 

mrrow race views. I said that X would hand my copy of back's an d 

Dolores wedding pioture up, and that none of us were ashame d of 

his marriage—in fact, quite proud of it« Mom Just refused t o 

oomment any further. Bette said she should Judge every perso n as 

individuals and comments about being "stlngylike Jew" et c was 

not nice because it would encourage Tom and Miyako to say suc h 

thin s without knowing the re son why. Bette will have to kee p 

on work inon Mom, as  it is  hard for an older peraon to change life-

long Hews and attitudes. MOm is more tolerant than most ¿ss ei 

ladies, but there still is a bit of the prejudice in her. We w ould 

like to see it completely eradicated by education, and I ha ve asked 

Bette to work on her in order to get her accepting of Dolore s since 

.ho is a daughter-in-law. Mom usually agrees with things I a aF 

becauae I am supposed to be so "educated" but X want her t o accept 

these ideas with understanding. In general. Mom never .aye anything 

oad about other racial^groups, but she sometimes believes s tereotyped 

stories about them. X t h i n k that she is very happy out he re, and she 

wasn't been in any de^essed moods. Coming out here to Join her family 

seems to have hone her a lot of good. I hope that she does not 

overwork herself as she is inclined to do. Mariko said that she would 
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irook into the matter of the group hospitalization plan as s oon as 

possible*  x  think that Mom looks very well now, but her strength is 

not up to hat it should be* Bette said that she wotkd see to It t hat 

mom did not overwork herself about the house 

Well, tomorrow morning I have to wake up at five and get 

inducted into the Army. Bette is going to wake me up and she and 

Miyako insist upon going down to the Induction station with me even 

though X h*ve told them that it is not necessary. Tom said t hat he 

was going to get up early in the morning and go down too, but 1 

told him to get his sleep and Just go right to work. H e got a 

*&x&xxx #37.80 paycheck for last week so he will make his #2 00 

easily if he keeps up the paoe.^ette is taking care of writ ing 

the letters for Tom  »a  and Miyako's transcripts^Tom said^onight 

that he had no intention of quitting school and that I h id Jumped to 

oonolusiona. He said^that next year he might be in the x .rmy and 

then he would pass me up in rank. I told him that I might not 

even go An as there is always the chance of reaction. 

Other than that thought,  1  haven't had the ¿t̂ my in my mind 

very much. I hardly thought of it today as I was too busy. It J u* 

seems that tomorrow will be another day, and not particul arly 

exciting. But I think that X do feel a certain pride in going  into 

the service, and I want to very much. If X am accepted, I will 

be going in at the tail end of the war, even though X will have 

to stay in for a long time as there is the occupational work. 

What if the war ended tomorrowJ That would certainly make a lot 

of people dAlerious, and X certainly wouldn't shed any tear s of 

regret. I guess I won't be writing diary entteAesfor a whil e, altho 

I am taking a book along. It will feel funny to stop the dally e ntries 

after flolng it very faithfully for the past three years . <^he 

Army chapter won't be so leisurely though 1 Mrs. Wilson se nds 
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x didn't even go around to say goodbye to my friends, as 1 did n ot 

have the time. It is traditional to go out and get drunk the last 

night before induction, but I just don't feel much like it* I 

was going to take out a certain girl this evening, but I de cided 

that I was too tired so I didn't phone and make the final arra ngements* 

The main reason was that I didn't hve the monoy* I have Mom my 

last cheok, and I only have $7 to take to the ^rmy with me and it 

is too late to go to the bank* I don f t think that I missed out 

on anything, beoause I am going with the reservation that the 
a 

may not want me so that is why I did not make/comxpletebreak 

from civilian life during this last op ortunity* 

I still h ve to bath, shave, read the two newspapers, and gl ance 

hastily through the new issue of Time Mag before I retire for the 

flight. Iwion't get too much sleep, and something tells me t hat 

tomorrow will be another trying day* Mom is still putterin g aroi nd 

worrying about my notforgetting anything* She thinks I sh ould 

wear a suit to induction in order to make a good impression upon 

the officer si I am going very casual, and taking a minimum of 

things^ veil, I sues this is the last of the civilian life 

entries in th diary for a while. 


