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Charlks Kijuchi Diary Pads. Aug. 1, 1945
tnsert: letter from pideo, add tg.gkﬂ

208 8, Mathews
3ﬂ:na.na, Illinois
uly 31, 1945

Dear Charliet

roy has informed wm that you are about to be inducted in
the Services and that you were anxious to complete as many of your
case-gtudies as possible before you were onlled. @ also gave me
hell for not writing to you. I hope that this letter will ring me up
to date in your record for me. I shall strive to tell it withou ¢
being conscious of the fact that 1t is for a 1¥e story documeht.

As you may recall at the time of your visit to "S553% plans for
enrollment at the U. of Illinois were still in the making. My hopes wem
high concerning the new venture and Ifelt highly impatient. And .
today after two semesters at Illinois, I can my that my expeot-
ations were fullfilled. The year provedvery profitable in both
academic and social resmcote. My hunger has becn appeased to an
exmt ; I feela little more stable emotionallya s well as
intellectua) ly..,'.hing;n are beginning to fall in places.....grad-
uation, a job, and marriage does not seem remote and impossible.

But, I8n getting a little ahead of myself. To get back to
the beginning, I enrolled at Urbana as » first semester Junior
taking Junior Design in Landscape ATohitecture, Landscape
Construction, Frome COonstruction, City Plamning, a nd Elementary
Speech. My first few weeks were interesting. I®1lt so hungry for
knowledge that I ate, drank, and slept with landscape architume.
Perhaps some of the zealws due to ansttempt to "establish" my-
self with the other students and the faculty members of the depart-
ment. It was anattempt towin a place of moognition to compensate
that fe eling of beingan "outsider" because of being a transfer
student and of Japanesd ancestry. I found soon that the other




Charle ¢ Kikuohd Diary Aug. 1, 1945
-340= {

students woere of medioofe ability 2nd I soona ssumed the position
of the "top" s tudent. None-the-less, 1t took smoe while before
the tension relxed and I became more at ease with the other
students. They were very friendly (perhaps overly at the beg-
inning) andsocepted me without reserw tions. In my Specoh olass
after the first 8 we ks Iwms eleotedas the Class Chattman to
sondust the olass meetinzs and discussions.

After the prelimie ry voraciousness for knowledge wore of’
(or to put 1t in another way, after there was no need for
compensatory behaviorl, I found myself becoming highly impatient
and eritice 1 of both students and instructors. I couldn'thelp
but feel the differenoe ino ge and experience. The students seemed

young and naive...the instructors seemed overly conventional

andeoademic. Acquiescence tosm demioc forms and dogmas

secmed to be demanded . Concepts and principles were over
slmplified=-the instructors refused to treat us as individuals
or grown ups. And I rebelled. This is neither an apology nor
a boast.... the rebellion was not a deliberate intelleotual

aot on my part. In oclasses I openly battled with the instructors
over oonoeptl/:g:gh we disa greed. I proctioally sald and did
what I plaased.

The second semester I behaved even worse than the first. I
imagine T a oted well like a spoiled child. But time was so
short--I had so mich to do and learn--thet I could not bear
being gently Xd by wmy hands over the rosy paths of learning. The
courges of the scond msmester were Junior Design, Masonry
Construotion, Lanscape Construction, City Planning, Garden
Flowers , and Plan Surveying. And additional to all this

lab work, I was doing some draftingwrk which consumed about
15-30 hours a week for one of the professors. The lack of time
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aggrvated my impatience with all the rigmarole of classes. I

slaved awayat the drafting table f rom-bout 8 in the morning

until sbout 10 in the evening every day of the we ek.

Despite my indevendent behavior, my cooky a ttitude, my seem-
inly satisfactory work, T have not comrletely overcome the
fe-ling of insecurity of my personality. That feelins 1s not as
intense ns had been prior to my enrollment at the U. of &
beocause I have had a little chance %o ¢ est and evalusate myself
with other young people. However, T suprose as one d evelops inte
attituies and oompleses, he must develop out of them; and
development always requires time and enperience,

In respeot to soolal 1¥e on the O mpus, some experiences have
proven new and interesting. AS you may well imagine, the first few
weekswre devold of social experiences. I kept moatly to myself
and was highly self comsoious. I did go toa "Y" mizer with 2
blind date (a Nisei girl) the firet weeck. There I underwent the
feoeling that all awkward country yokels undergo--the paralyzing
dread before the 1m§endﬂ.ng event, the tortured self consclousness
of standing spart from the miliing orowd, the a wkward silence and the
complete blank of the mind in ¢t rying to s#a rt a conversation, the
forced gayety and good Ta turedness in meeting people and the
inward surixs cursing at the hypoorisy and eself prostitution, the
tight tenseness of the back and leg muscles when attemptingto
dance, and the weakening reliefafter the damm thing ie all over,

The mixer was the only organi“ed dance that T attended during the
two semesters.

After the first few wweks or 80, I picked ur an soquaintance

witha fellow landscape student (or more accurately, he literally
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picked me up sad foroed me tote lociabla.) He invited me to
d inners at his zirl f riendds apartment, took me to shows, to mhool
plays, to beer prerlors, to play pool and ping=-pong, eto. At first
T was dublovs and reluctant--nigh impossible--and if it were not
for his demsnding and persistent ways, I doubt if our acguaintance-
ship would have ever developed.

Frankly, I Aisliked him at first. He is not &f the ordinary-—
s bit of deseription mey olarify what I mean. Physiocally he
ig huge, oix-fe-t four and 200 pounds, a stormy looking individwal
witha personality to matoh., He was naturalized only a few months
besk being of Russian-Slav ancestry. Very muoch traveled (or bumrcd).
well read in litersary arte, verbose with a ocoarse but good mature,
he too me under his wings and refused to recognize my mongloid
charaoteris tics.

As a oconsequence T have had durinz the gene sters some

pleasant soocial experiences. He sceepted me and forsed me o 280e%

myself as an individuwsl, I think the enclosed copy of a letter

sent to Jobo will explatd what T meand

LA S I SR PRy

April 1, 1945

Jobo!

This morning thie Pohemian friend and I had a coupla sets
of tennis. ATt r the games we returned to his gal-friend's
apa rtment (she and hor room-mates were away for the week-end)
and we being lonely and not wanting to do the dishes oalled wp
Babe and her rommie D3le. B%bs came over for lunch (Dale couldn't
cauge she had to wait for her folks) after mucn persustion 'cause thimk

of the propriety of a girl going to 2 strange sartment occupied
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temporarily by two men of dubious character. It was highly amusing
.’ --my "B" friend phoned, and Babs askeda lot of questions, being

extremely hesitant and com ented to come only when she heard my

voioce over the phone, I don't know whether tb be flattered or not...

I guess I appear to be the eexless puritanicsl type of guy whom

girls know will rbt harm them. Before hanging up, too, Dale inesisted

on spealling to me to sec whether I w e really there and mode me

promise upon my honor that the rules of propriety be striotly

obeyed,

Well, anyway they ocame, B‘_\bs firet than later IRle; we had
lunoh, played records, read books, tlked, relaxed, plyed ocards,
ate piokles, danced, ate some more sandwiches, and <¢tolked. Later
Dele went home and we remaining went to & show, "The Three *balleres"®
on Bab's money that she borrowed from D. Oh well, so what, they're
rich and we aren't proud. We ate later on her money, too, and she
said she never had so much funss today.

Thought I wovld record this bit of interesting exrerience
becauvse today w's really one of my happiest moments for s long
while. I forgot almost completely my racisl identity and my
repulsive analytical, critieal, oynical, hypooriticel, super-
ficial personality. It was so comforting to be natural...not trying
to impress people, toeot casusl, toke funny, to Over-compensate the
feeling of inferiority... I imagine 1t was akin to the feclim
you at Adrian. The people today wer o0 damn nice because they
consid ered me as Mr, N, and not as a"goddamn Chinaman." Really,
Jobo, so this is what 1t means to be "an integm 1l mrt of the

. total oultu.!' L L I

Hide
ek ikg

Then about two months or so ago, I met a girl to whom T took
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gquite & fa noy. Our friendship wemt off fairly»ll until at the
end of the smester it had developed to the state of two or three
phone ocalls a day, a oard or o letter a day and a date nearly every
night. The rel tionship is strange and Iym kinds glad tote able®
attempt to put it domn in words so that y can untangle the
emotions Ife-1.

Firstly, » thing or two about the girl. She ljes ins suburban
town nesr South Bend, Indiana. Bhe comes from a wealthy family, her
father being with a large bubber firm. She se ms very young and naive,
and so, I think, because she has been well sheltersd from social
problems. She is twenty years old and has had four years of
college work. |

How does she feel 2 bout our racisl differences? l'ru_miy, ;
do not now. We have mever touched upon the subject. Evidéntly,
however, she senses the awkwardness of my mongloid feathres |
because we arrange most of our me tings for evenings and meke 1t
a point to aveid people. We have mever appeared in public places
1ike theaters, fountains, restourants together exoept onoce, |
and that was when we rode on the train up to Chicagost the end
of the semester. Or it may be that she is not self-conscipus because
she too like my Russian-Slav friend accepts mea s an individual. put, =
nons-the-less, I am soutely aware of my racial distinotivedess.
Everytime I call for her at her house, every time we mect pa&ple on the
strects, ¢ very time t hero is 2 reflection of our images on &
mirrored surface, everytime my skin is consrasted to hers, I feel an
overwhelmin: sense of inferiorness. I feel unclean.

then why do T oontinue to solicit her company? T dont$ knowe.
Tt's something that T have debated with myself time and time :
sgein....should I not call it quits now because I know thmt oui
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. friendship may leae to love but n-ver to marriage? T feel like

& hypoorite and my conscience hurts 1like hell beosuse she s eems so
completely naive and trusting. My only rationalization is
thot 1 am humen with foibles of the 820+... and I:1 so terribly
starved for human response.
I met her at about the time a Nigeti girl in ;hio&go of whom ¢

thought very hiohly and whom I thousht T may marry after sohool
anda Jjob told me, "why don,t you go away and grow up!® When

this nisel girl 414 give me the brush off, THlt the bottom drop
out of everything. I felt 1ike n void fallin~ inte = ‘3otton§10:sﬁ1t
e++o.@n a1l engulfing fee ling of linliness seemed to cla.ﬂ. me,

It is strange how neocessary i1t i1s to have human response.

I'm xugx beginning to realize how much of youth's rest-
lessness is related to sex and human resvonse. A mate in both
the physical and psychologicel sense is essential for stability.
As long as one has 2 person of the oprosite gex to sorves s a
foonlization point of all his desires and endeavors, he fa-lp
reasonably stable and confident. On the moment he loses her,
he feels lost, alone, and insecurel At that point where the
object of one's emotions change from a mother to a woman, he is
ready for marriage. Emotional maturity implies stability of
emotions and thesbility to ocone retionallywith emotionalxmms
situations. Certainly, comnlete emotinal matwr 1ty is beyond the
majority and with me likewise, but the e st year has given me
& sense of consclousness and thus, 2 little nore stability and
maturity.

And my a ttitudes toward the War? Daily as news of thousands
of soldiers and civiliens being kille d, oities demoli shed,
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politiciane grabbing for power, hate propaganda being fanned,
eto. come in, I feel sicker and sioker of the whole dammn thing,

It's hard to keep the prorer perscpective (4f 1t ise proper) and

£t refrain from beocogfng bitter and disillusi jed. It's hard to
be mtient and see fre dom and justice evolve (if 1t ever will)
from all the selfish blokerings, ruthless destruotion, unnecessa ry
kfllings, eto. A hugen ego is so small that it 18 hard %o de-
tach it from the imrediate events and properly relate it to the
whole. And thus, 1ittle thinge like denial of a steak, an order
from » military superior, eto, assume much more importances than
the condition of Europe's children, eto. I know if I were
everg inducted in the Armed Forces, I woulld be s near psycho-
neurotioc. I wonder if I would ever adjust myself to the
recimentetlion of Army 1¥e?

What do I think of "integration", intermarris ge, future
of the Nisei, oto?

If you remember how we (Mr. yokane, Iseo, Roy eto) adwosted
almost vehemently complete integration of Nisel into the "™ormal
communal 1ife¥ by which we meant the Osucasian soclety-- the
participating in and contributing to Caucasian social groups-- I
no longer hold such oxtreme views. Niseis may have their
segregated social affairs, may appear én the s treetex in
groups larger than two, éto. However, I s till bel¥ve that
interestec groufs should push for espansion of the Nisei personslity.
I don't believe the Nisel can break all group-identification within
any short period of time and ¢y think that 1f may be ncoessary for
him to have his segregateda fairs, but I think that is is
necessary that he inorease his scope of a otivities whenever

possible. But I think this latter faot willcome about as a result of
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increased opportunities and socceptance.

eooial soceptance 1s much gres r today than Pre-evacuation,
ut I®el that intermarrisce as Sras the e verage Nisei ie concerned
1sa little too early. It's difficult to withstand the myriesds of
minute everyday oatraocization oonscious or unconscious that one
faces. I know from my experiences with this -4rl in Urbena that
I cannot continmue to buck the social broes. TFor the outstanding,
however, the talent may compensate in the eye s of society his

racial dletinotiveness.

TO sum up] then, the future of the Nisei is dependent uron

his abllity to cope with s ituations, his sensitivity to his
environment, and his tenaciousness of effort in applying himself;
in short, upon himsals.

21 n“’.l,.

/8/ Hideo Sasaki.
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near iaok and Alice:

I will be reporting for induction on August 10,
and 1f & am not rejected, I exrect to have on an oversize uniform
after that date. haven't given the Army much thought as I am
too busy clearing up a2 lot of last minute detalls. How is your
status, Jack? If you dontt get a deferment, do you think that you
can put Mom, Miyako and Tom as secondary dependents along with
Dolores. It wontt make any difference expect that a courle of
dollars more out of your $50 bucks will be deducted. You will
need certified copics of birth certificates and two signed state-
ments stating your degree of support of the dependents, (You can
put 50 ¢ after June 1945 and that should do the trlok.s

I gigure that Mom will get about £79 dependency grant, and I doubt
if they will include Bette on the basis that she has to take

care of Mom's health needs. Inaddition to that sum, I have in-
struoted Bette to draw $30 a month from yqur bank account, Jack.
Mariko will give #35 a month after August (she is still un-
employed as she quit after her NY wacation) since I told her that
she could put the family down as dependents and she will give the
money saved in thies way to mom. In addition, I have told Bette

to dm w upon my bank a ccount ‘to suprliment needs. I will leave

Mom my last pay check and whatever comes in for August to toke
care of her neede until the first Army check arrives. I have the
papers allin order now so It shouldn't take toolong. I guess it
will be about $300 in oash which I will leave her for the initial
needs. After that, she willhave to figure on a budget of 24 and
I think that she will be able to manage if she follows a strioct
budget. The expenses will go up in the yall when the kids start

in school. Tom will save enough from his job to take c~re of his
incidental needs, but Miyako will needx a small allowance. It

cost me pretty close to §4OO to get the household started durin
July, but half of the money come from the WRA furniture grant.
tried to geta suprlimentary living costs grant for the first

month, but they gave me the run around so I have given up on that.
Mom will be getting = £38 WRA clothing grant. If you want to do
something, Alice, you might buy Tom some clothes for Wohool rather
than contribute 110 a month as you can't afford that mgehe I think
that Mariko will come through, although she was talking a bout getting
unemploygent compensation for a while. 4y don't think she is too
interested in working for a while, but aoorgo insists upon it
because he wants to ohange jobs. they say that they are saving %
of their salaries in a2 joint account for a baby, but the baby
production schedule is very wvague and yariko is not in the proper
manifacturing mood yet as the marital engine still has to be
operated more efficéently first. They have to decide who 12 going to
be boss pretty soon, or else the battleas will never stop. yarike
put her hair up on top, and she looked very sophisticated--like
she used to look in L.A. says moshi. I'm not telling Mariko or
Toshie about my induction date because I don't want any farewell
parties. Idon't have the time, and I might get &xxfimix rejected!
Bette says I ocan't come home if the Army don't want me.

In re! to your visiting us, Alde. I am buying the slegper couch
from Toshi for to be kept a sedret from Mrs, Ikeda) and there
will be room fér you and honorable offspring after it arrives.




However, I think that you should wait for = while before coming.
One reason is that the freight has not arrived yet, and there
will be some confusion until we get more settled. And another
reason 1s that if you wait until after the school term opens,

then you will be able to keep mom company and help with the
shopring. Mom is in fair health, but she tires very easily. She
has been ding too much around the house., I have forbidden her to
go around visiting for a while because she has to go bo bed for

a few hours .“:'i time she walks up and down the elevated. She
went o see the Vallejo W,das, and Bette said that Masako was v ery
pretty nowe She also went to see Mariko, but Bette wouldn't allow
her to stay for the whole weekend because she said that Mom would
try to clean up the house oer there! yariko did come through in
helping with getting the household started, but she never did
complete more than § of all of her plans she had writtendown about
things to do.She spent the first day anda half making up this
l1ist. She heard that there was going to be a rice shortage seo

she wanted to order 4 sacks for me, but Tom persuaded her that ow
was sufficient. That's why we have soa roities of various artiocles.
Right now, i1t's hard to get soap and toilet paper. If any of you
can get moth balls we would appreciate some becsause Mom doesn't want
all the blankets ruined. And I have to pabk my suits awmay. You

don't have to s end any toilet paper because we oan always use
Bette's Mleenex!

Mom at tablet"How much did you spend on food, Wiysko?"
Miyakot:"$3.15"

liom: *r think you only spend $1.10 today."

Miyako:*No, I spent €2.15"

rhey add 1t up and 1t comes to $1.233. Mom cautions Miyake
not to spend too much as she ts to get by on an average

of #2.50 a day and she srent $3.50 yesterday.Miyako flares
her nostrils and barke, "WEWell, don't oriticize theni" We
have been eating a lot of hamburger lately because that's the
easiedt thing for Miyako to buy! lom makes deliocious Vallejo
soup from simple old bhones. She says that she has to prepare
more fancy meals to do justice to the dining room table, shich
is her pride and joy even if it does have the shakes. b1a rom
ever tell you about one of the village "relatives" in Japan
who ate so much mochi at New Years that he slit his stomach
open to let some of the weight out, and his instestines slid
out so that Grandpere Iwata had to stuff the guts back in and
sew the stomach up with a pilece of string? The simp lived too!
Mom swears 1t is a true story, and she is a Christian even

if she did steal 3 WRA blankets by sewing them inside of quilts.

Well, I have work to do now. You donit have to anwewer my letters
if you dontt want. Alice,we got gyred. Emiko got $14 back from
inoome taxes after we gave her the money for her tooth, but I
guess she needs the money.

Chas.
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I got to the office very early and I was busy gll daye I
couldn't sleep very well last night because of restlessness. 1
guess it must be unxiety and worries about unfinished worke I
have a full progream lined out for myself to include up to rext
Inursdaye Most of this time I will be dictating Louise did
not come this morning as she went to the railboad sts&tion to
meet her sister, I had her type some of the data which Dave
gave me as 1 expect to finish up the formal interview with him
tomorrows 1'11 have to because it takes three or four days to
dlctate such a long casee. I literally will be busy to the
last day unless I put in a lot of extra houss. 1 have been
working much more than the usual time for the pa t few days
anyway, because the things to do at home has eaged off.

At the rate Japan's clties are being pombed, there won't
be much left of the country in a few more months. 800 “uper
Bombers went over todsuy. The eivilians must be taking a
terrific beating, but 1 don't know 1f the bombing willmake
them glve up any eazlers ihere is some debate going on now
about whether such bombin:s will shorten the war. From a
humanitarian viewpoint, it seems to be so senseless; but
war does not regard principles of human decency Very hihhlye

I'm afraid that it does not bother my consclence %00 much as

it 1s sorp of ro@pyq to me nNowe
~ \ AA ) d ‘.ﬂ

Tom worked so many hours floday that he dld not get home

until 7:15 and 1t held dinner up. MNom made a very special
dinner, and it was quite an ordeal to wait for Tom. Inis is
the seconi day in which Tom has worked moee than 10 hourse
I spoke to him about it after dinner, and asked him not to

put in more than 94 hours as he would make enough moneye Tom

wants to save $200 mm in two months of work, and he felt that
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he was losing money because of his two days layof? last week
duc to snfected finger. When he first started to work, he was
happy to think that he would make at least $25 clear a week,
But he has been talking to some of the other workers at his
company, and he has discovered that they were making at least
$40 2 week so he wart s to do likewise, 1 told him that 1t was
not wise to be money mad as his health was more important. Tom
was rdluctant about cutting down bis hours to 95 on weekdays
and five on Saturdays, but I think he will do ite Lven at thet
he should be making around $35 a weocke Tom has not rece'ved
a check yet so thut kx 1s why/?: a bit anxiouse + think that
he willmanage to save close to §200 as he does not spend too
much money during the week. e doesn't &ve the time, “‘he money
he makes durin: this summer will toke care of his schonl needs
for the coming year. I told him th.t he would feel = lot better
about his salary if he used his §6 a month cump wage &8 the
standard rather than take those $50a week wages he hears aboute.
I don't want him to get"money mad" like so many of the Nisel.
ihis is the first time that Tom has worked on & real job and
he is doing well enoughe Mom and Bette also felt that Tom
should not work so many hourse MHe has dropped the idea of
working Sundays to get double time, and + should take him
swimming to fullfill my part of the obligatione I haven't had
time uy to now because i have been so busy aboub the housee
Mom is also worrled aboub finances now that 1t 1g definlite
that * will be golng into the Army. She feels that she should
take in boarders into this apartment because 1t is so largs, but
I absolutely set my foot down on 1te All of the others dltto

me. Tom refuses tO give up hils private robm. He 1s quite
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proud of his private room since this 1s the first time he hag
ever had one., le 18 quite exclusive these days too. As soon as
he finishes dinner, hegoesto his room ani listens to th- radio
for the rest of the evening, Bette objJects to hving any boarders
because it will spdil tho family atmosphere, and there will not
be enough quiet for her to study in after the school term
opens.She said that therd wou.d be too many people around. Migako
doesn t want anyone here because it 1z "our home." My reason 1is
that it means & lot of extra work fo. mom and she wlll not make
much on the deal, and 1 feel that she has to get used to having
more of a home after the loose eamp style of living., Mom has
elways lived 1n sub-standerd housing in America so that she thinks
this flat 1s much mo'e 2legant than 1t ac’‘ually is, The thing
which she has to do is to live up %o more normal housing
standard. ¥e rea.ly do nol have that much room and there would
be no space for boardors anywaye. I don't want the priwey of
family life disrupted for the sake of a few extra dollars.

Il can see why mom is a ®1ttle we rled about finances, but
I thinkthat she should be able to manuge on the allotment and
the other Hrovisions. Mom's point 1s that she doss not like to
keep on taking money from her children. She feels that ahe
should work and save money so ‘hut shs ean be independent
in the )08t war perlods. 8he sald that wo would not be making
g0 much money afler the vwar so that money shoild be saved
nowe “ctually, 4 don't think thaet Mom 1s capabl: of working
too much sven though she mi ht be foolish enough to try 1it.
She gets very tired just foom the household tasks as she
has been doing s little cleaningevery day. She takes a lot of
wrlde in the place and she wark s to keep 1t clsan, Previously

F

she had nover pald much attention to housekeeping becuuse of

2
-

/
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the cramped spaces she llved in before the war,

Bette received $58 from income taxes ad this was a windfall
to here 8She proposed that she give 1t to mom because there would
be ailed expenses after 1 left. I suggested that she hang on
to 1t untll she find out whether the gtudent relocation will
grant her further financial aide It is being held up because
tho University has not sent her grad:s to the Council.Bette
wrote another letter this evening and asked that 1t "e done
immediatelys In her work, she may only be allowed to put in

hours a day begcause the orders m ve slacked off. E&he had
planned to save $25 a week for this month, but she will not be
abls to do it unless she gets crédit for 54 hours of work a
week. Her savings for last week was small beecnuse she had to
buy some needed elothes 2nda "spcclal uplift drassiere to
41d my morale."

Lven if she does not reach her quota, I think that 1t
is best that she wuit her job at the end of the month and

start to concentrate on hor studlos, Half of the summer 1s

already gone and she has no%t beenable to study much jyot.

It 1s a serious mattor because ghe has to pass at least half
of her cours 8 in order to galn admission in the Full. It 1s
going to be tough and +don't know how she will do 1te If she
thinks that she can oram evorything down in two weeks, she is
going tobe a very sad girl. Sette sald that 1f shs falled on

the makeups she was golng to Junipr coladge, but she thinks

that she can passe. ©She dqusted off all of hor books and put them
in her new desk so that she can stabt her studies this week.

It 1s golng to be a very awkward situation 1f she does not pass
bscause financial assistance has been granted on the basls that

she attend the U, of Chicugo.
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Ingert: re: Bet.e's grades.
R AR
The University of Chieago
office of the Dean #f Students.
July 26, 1945

Dear Miss Kikuchi:

A8 you must know, your record at the end of the academle year dld
not meet the minimum re-uirements nermittin students to contlinue
in the Universitye. These re uiréments are gtated formally in the
Genersl sannouncements. "At the end of the vear a student is ex-

etad to pass at least one~half of the eomprehens ve examinutions
fo hich he s assumed to be nrepared by ‘he cours-s which he has
pursucd. A student who falls to meet these m numum requirements
will be denied th: privilege of further registration untll these
requlrements are met."

that you would like to know, no doubt, 1s what explicitly the
application of this rule means in jour 0ase. (1) In order to re-

re ister in the Unlvemslity you must p&ass one adiitional compre=
hensive examination. (2) Comprehensive examinations w11l ve glven

a. the end of the Summer Quarter. Iinformation concerning the gschedule
of oxaminitions and the possibility of teking examnation

in sbsentiz may be obtaimed from the Secretary of txamim tion, Office
of the leglstrar. (3) If, (a) you do not take this exam nation

at the end of the summer Quarter, or (p) 1f you take it and

fell, ou will not be allowed to register in the University (either
on the Quadrangles or in 'niversity College, the downtown division

of the University) until you have removed your deficlency Dy

comprehensive examinatlion. S,udents denied the privilege of regls=
sration, however, may take counrses throngh our Heme Study Lepartment
sither to prepure themselves to ps es Colle ge comprehensive

examinstions or to pursue nther edugational interests.

If y u a e sure thut the miversity of Chiecago is ‘fere you should
6o pk te your college education, you have uleas of you the problem,
not only of fulfilling the conditions f or readmission, butof ralsing
your total grade average onthe coamnrehensive examinations to the
1e vel resulired for a degree, An AVErags that must be closer to a C
than a De The Univerd tj doas not believe thut all worwhide students
are those who nver-have problems. To a degree, your problems are Ars,
and e aure anxious to help you solve theme

Very truly yours,

/s/ Horman F. Macleun

Dean of Students in the College

ot Mr. Charles Kikuehi.




4287 Cottage Orove
Chigago 15, I[llinoils.
August 1, 1048

Mrs We Fleasant
216 Brancifa te Ste
Valle jo California.

Jgar Mr. Pleasant

I bave been planning to write to you for some
time in order to let you know how the family was, but thinus
have been busy for me, We moved to the above address and we
had to paint and clean it up in order to make 1t resd, for
th arrival of my mother, Tom and Miyake, 'We have a six room
flat and 1t i very nicees It was rather a great expense to
get 1t all furnished up since we 414 not have any furnlture
from before the wapr, but we have mneged to do 1% falrly
decentlye.
My mother arrived in Chicago In the middle of July, &he 1s in
falr uealth, but still resovering from her operation of n year
agoe She is very happy to De united with the me jority of hep
fomlly once maree Sue usks me Lo send you her Yest regards and
to Lhank you for the help which you gave in thae paste

& sm «olne into the srmy on Angust 10, but thare will be a
dependeney allotmens for my family so that they will be able,

to live in & fairiy dee-nt atyle by budgoting carefully. My
mother will not be mble to work at all for gore time yebt, but

she has plenty %o do in menagén © the housshold, Batte will
sontinue ner aducution st the Us of¥nieage in the fall. Emiko

1 one of the outstaniiyg gadet rmipses in the hosplt 1 and she

1s making great strides in ner training, The younger brn?uor

and sister will also be in high school in the fell, Moriko 1s
with her husband, and gettving along fine., Allece 12 in 1inhﬂl3011.
takin: oare of her baby. Her husband ie stationed in the
Jawaiien islandse o all in «ll, thn:s goem to be finally
turnine for the better for our family wft r the ex f? e?ces

of the past 36 months since the FV&OUﬁtLonO_L1tt}” dld th -
dreem then that we wonld be startinga new 1ife ln¢u§£0“7;

by oulling together, e expect to_mahv gfsnccesaf:; 1; ;‘ve

o; rtainly yzpeciste all of the help whieh our Lriom

L;iv-sn in the yatbe

fter L get inducted, 1L hope to be able to Pl?ﬂ‘t?ﬁf:l
i hona that everytbing is fine for you nd your
femilye We mve declded thet we w!}l nqt bebﬁgig; Eﬁifntzs
anieao for some time, so we hope that your 1:* leéﬁ; é:}
will continue to De rosnerous. fom %e::r;& 3 A f:wils E
hello to all of your beybers who unsed to Xnow LA mily,

ell them that we Are in good health.

ax iine

Sincarely,

Chariesg Eikuchi.

mdriko; “opy of above letter sent. Can you do anythinz aboub
group health insw ance to cover mom. You spoke of that once. Are
éOu workingliet? Miom is talking about taking in boarders after I get

rafted so ease dlseoura?e I®r, and & ssure her that her financial
needs will be taken care of e
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Instruotions to Nette: )

Fanlly Tinaneilal /rrangements

Expected Army Allot.ent for Tepencdents §79.00
From Mariko 825,00

From Jogk's Aecount (“outh “ide Nanke--'609,25) ﬁzo'gg
Total per mobth 124,0

In addition, t-ke what 1s needed to supplement this smount if
not enough, from my bak secount. (Zook No. 392092, Vorthern Trust
Coapany ) hen that 1o gone, take from my South Cide lank sccaunt.

You continue to give “om '5,00 » week for the rest of the month
and Tom, %4,00.

Health: /sk Mariko Af she is going to take out group health
plan as she promised and include YMo:, Tom and Miysko. Vou will be
talten anre of through the University. Aleoo ask "mikeo Af any special
arrangemnents ean be made through %F. inal.

Mom's bahk ngeount: "1ll be eontinued in my neme at First Na-
tional Bank. “he has Vallejo nocount in Tom's name, ut it 1s small
80 1t canjust as well stay there.

ghool: "rite Hyde Prrk re: opening of fall term, and then write

to G4ls Elementary and Hizh “chool departments to have them sed the

treneoripte, Do this ilmuedintely.

‘s fp you, work until the end of the month and then concentrate
full time on studies me if it were a regulnr'Job. Study ae much as
poseible this mmkkx mohth, Get study patterne set in house and do
not let Alice disturd you,

le: loarders: I have to insist upon absolute prohibition of this
desplite lMom's hopes to make extra money. It is not worth 1t; it dls-
rupte family privacy; there is no room, ete. In =nce ends cannot be
met, o to Ned Cross or see Mrs., Imanuelson of Illinois Public Aié

Commlssion, (see address in my files)
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Re: housing: 1In ease of any housing troubles, see Bill MeKee
of Friends, Ask Cheshire and Shotwell Co. Af it can be changed to
our name eince we want to establish recidence for School. Do not
make on 1ssue of it. Say that we have boucht C. Reymond's thinge
and we are here permanently. Stress Army servige, 1f I »m inducted,

Re: payment of bills: Pay prouptly at currency exchange aeross
the street. I will pay up to date anéd I will lenve my last check,
Give my sanll checks to Miyako, I am expecting cheek from U.Ce for
retirement fund contributions (over "100) and this should go into my
agcount X unless needed.

Re: nursing sghool: Plnoe npplications from September. I'o not
let 1t ellde. I will discuss finances later by nil if Cadet Nurse
ing 1s cloned,

He: personsl papers: Bonds will go in my suitence with some

papers., Frank will send sbout four large ocnrtons from office, and
have Tom store cerefully as they are valuable to me, end only coples
in meny cnoes, Bills, birth certifieates, bank books and oth;r
papers will be in Box set asside for this purpose. §5.00 deposit re-
celpt mlso in box, and 1t 1s supposed to be refunded. Put esch re-
eeipt in proper envelope in order to keep files in order.

He: will: Everythinz to be divided amon: Mom, Miyako, Tom,

Bette and Emiko,

| /8/ Charlie
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ne more day gone byl I was certainly busy today. I went to
the office and packed a few things. Dave came in at 10. He certainly
is cooperative. He brought his lunch along so that I eould have
more time for interviewing. I told him that I wns belng inducted
on the tenth so he stuck around all day while I finished up the
interviewe I had writer's cramp by the time I was through. I have
a complete legal size tablet of notes on him so that his 1life
story will take at least three or four days to dictate--well over
100 pag's I think. Loulse stayed a little later so that + eould
dictate the introduction.the onl!y relaxation we had durlng the
day was when we went to listen to the Bethovan 5th Symphony during
the noon hour in the Soc. Sci. Bldg. suditorium., Dave is a modest
sort of chap, but i feel that 1 have gotten to know him very
well during the three long interviews with him. His wife supports
him while he 1s studying for his Doctorate, and Dave 1sa it
sensitive about that. It means that they have to postpone the
starting of a family for a few years, but he thinks that the
achievement of his goals is worth 1t. bLave and his wife have
made & number of caucasian and other minority group friends since
coming to Chica. o as they take art in the Erent House activitlese.
He sald that he doesn't have too much time for a social 1life
becsuse of his studies. He 1s a °it under pressure because
he feels that he has to live up to the Marshall Field ¥Fellowship
award which he won. I'm quite sure that he will make a good
agademic record as he 1s serious minded and mature enough to

know what he wants. He hopes to get a teaching Jjob on thecollege

level after he gets his degree, and "then send my children to

Oberlin college. Dave feels that 1t is very impdrtant for the

Nisel bo become integrated, but he belleves that it 1is going to

¢l

7
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a very slow, but gradual, process. He 1s tolerant an! open minded
about the tendancies of segregation going on now, and his chief
criticism was directed against the better equipped Nisei of the
professional group which segregated itself by organizing a Nisel
bridge club. Dave felt that they could have accomplished much
more by gzoling out as individuals instead of accentuating their
raclial background, He believes th&t intermarriage is the ultimate
solution in many respects, but this has to apply to all minority
groups. Dave sald that some of his Nisel friends were horrified
when he suggested that they marr; with Negroes as well as caucasians,
but on an indivddual basise. DLUave has been making a study of
Nise1 occupational 'rou>’s for his MA thesis and he will give the
study a copye He thought that he might make a study of the
development of Japanese buséncss in Chiecago for his Phd degree.
In discussing integration for the Nisei, Dave felt that I
was not like the typleal Nisei because I did not seem to have
any taint of racial identity. I argued that there were literally
hundreds and perhaps thougands of Nisci who were getting this
way now that they have branched out and that it was not a barrier
too difficult to overcome.Dave said that he has overcomed 1t in
himself to a great degree but 1t was a difficult process and he
found it hard to throw off the effects of a Japanese community
backsround environment. He feels that his experiocnces since the
evacuation was the main thing which game him the impetus to
break the more limited bounds of the pre war Japancse community,
and he didn't think that he would have ever done it if there had
been no evacuation. He sald that in his political thinking he
has shifted from the extreme right to a »osition wellleft of

center, and he thought that socliallst srineiples would eventually
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eventually have to be folbowed in this country in order to guarantee
the minimum rights to the masses. He is very much for the military
defeat of Japan as he thinks that the Japanese has some hopes to
becoming democratized if the people throw off the feudal yoke which
binds them.

I would like to take at leagt one day off before I get 1inducted,
and I am putting a lot of pressure on .oulse, but she is mort
gcooperative and she doesn't mind it a bit. After I Interview Irene
tomorrow night m, formal interviews will be finishel and 1t will
then be a matter of getting the dictation finished. We are planning
to put in a few hours extra on Sat, and I am typlng nights in order
to save some time. I think th&é 1 will manage to meet the deadline.
L want to leave one day to attend to some of the last minute business
like sending in some of the files to Berkeley, putting my files
in bomes,eteces I got my sheck for July and + guess I got the 715
s« month State raise because it was in a blgger amount than what I
usually gete IMf1l have to 'mt in extra effort now in order to
get some last results into the Berkeley office. It won't be boo
much, but at least something so L don't mind keeping the pressure
on. At the same time, I would like to spend & little time tuking
M1yakd around a Dbit before . leave. She has been staying close to
the house and she doesn't get much chance to go places. On Sat. I
have promised to take her to the museum and blke riding, and on
sunday we are .olng to the beach. I still have to pack some of my
clothes away so L had better save an evening for that, It 1s
customary for pending inductees to go out and get drunk during the
last week of civildmn life , but 1 guess I'11 have to pass it
bye I did relax this evening by poing to a show, but I plan to get
acouple of hours of work in yet this evening. 1 was wp untlil 2 ayem

typing last nighte.
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We had a steak dinner tonight. 1 don't know how mom manages
but she keeps well within her budget. She takes more time to cook
and that 1s one reason. When Bette wans cooking shenever had much
time so we ate the more expensive things. Mom thinks of all sorts
of things to get the best use out of food. She 1ls alwnys giving
Tom an extra plece of her meat because he is a growling boy yete.
iom got his first paycheck today for $23 but the amount was small

bec use he missed two days last week. He still haw a check coming

for the first week of work. He will be able to work all of August

anl probably two weeks in September, ;:)

’(S ef (=
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I had a full day of dictation at the office and in field work.
1 left the house at 8, and dictated almest sollidly until 4:i45 and
then I went over to Lrene Satow's without any dinner, I also dropped
in on Sunny and Nancy so that 4 didn't start for home until about
nine-thirty =-still without eating. On the way home, I was so tired
that I fell asleep and I rode to the end of the linel ‘hat was
a waste of a half hour of my time, “s soon as { got home I ate an
enormous meal, and then I read the papers and took a little nap.
It 1s midnight already. I worked Loulse pretty hard today, and I
will do some more solid dictation tomorrow. At the rate we are
going I might get through by Tuesday instead of Wednesday. I
might as wadll get use d to a more strenous life.

Mom got her §38 clothing allavance check from the WRA today,
and she will be able to add that to the last check of mine which
I am glving her, with some other cash on hand==-about $200 in all.
Mom doesn't want to take my money, but ,Pe w%}} need it since the
sllotment may not come immedlatelye. Betﬁeisaa;a to give §8 of her
returned income tax money to Miyako so thas she will be able to
start a bank ascount, and 4 will add a bit to 1t.

I thought thatTém was golng to be a problem. He said that
high school would start on Sept 2 so that he will not be able to
work a full 8 weeks as he had counted upon. One of the boys at his
job told him that he would have credits taken off from his
transeript so that Tom is convineed that he will have two more
yea 8 to go. “e sald that he wanted to quit school, or maybe go
to a California school so thet he can get ont in one more
jear., Tom sald that he did not feel like golng anymore, but he
would work and support Mom. I don't know if he really meant this
or not, but . was firm and sald that he had to get out of highk

school at least, and he could decide later if he wanted to
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continue beyond that. Tom 1s going to have a rather difficult
school adjustment because he doesn't have much interest in 1t to
beg'n withe. He said that he would rather make money than to go to
school and try out for the teams.I'm sure that once hegets started,
he will continue on. I'm afraid that those boys at his job are
makin: him too money mad. I told Tom that gsince he w:'s not going
to be able to work as long as he planned, he could #teep all of
his paycheck instead of donating §4.00a week to Mom. ‘om 1s
willing enough to help out and he would give his whole chéck, but
1t will be a good thing for him to get a bank account, le must
work pretty hard because he usually comes home very tired. He
reminded me ggaln that I promised to do/:ge beach this sunday so
{ ean't break 1t again, Miyako said that she could hardly walt
for the weekend because 1 promised to take her to Field's museum
and swimning. She has been staying around the house all the time,
so I feel that I shoulld take her to a few places Pefare 1 am
inducted. I completéng some of my office work a little ahead of
schedule by putting in these 14 hour days like tod y so that i
shou.d have some free time next week. Morton was in the office
todwy and he insisted that 4+ come over to his place for lunch

on Monday so I XXk will take a couple of hou-s drr for thate.

L tulked to Tom leater 1in the evening when he was not so
excited, and he decided that ;: «as best to finish high scheol,
but he said that he would try to cut the time down by golng to
sume r school next year 1f no tuition were charged. Tom says
things to create an oppoeition when he really doesn't mean 1t. Lat
I do know that he 1s not very anxious to return to school at the
oresent time. Maybe L shoihld have kept him from work so that he
would get bored, but I don't think that was necessarye

Bette studied for a cousle of ho rs this evening, as she 1is
gettin: most sorried about boing able to re-register in the fall.
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i hope that she 1s able to make up those exams, as fallure will
mean a complication of her school problems. It's toolate for her
to get into Cadet Nursing school and she s imkmxkx not interested
in 1t for another year. Just so she gets something out of her
school, 1t 1s okay.

L don't know how mom is able to feed us such nice meals. This
week she spent $2.00 less on the food bill, and we had even better
lunches. I think she is able to do it bescause she plans carefully,
and she doesn't waste anything. I got a report of her speclal
diet from Gila, but Mom isn't following it at all. She sald that
the dootors told her that she didn't need to follow it rigorously
anymore, and Miyako supported her story. ‘et the head dietlician
at the Gila hospital writes that she has to have high protein ani
vitamin food. Quart of half milk ani half cream daily. She
recommends & lot of fruit julce and vegetables, but no rice. Mom
has been eatin. some rice. Mom had & perforated peptic ulcer
which was corrected by surgery a year ago Aprill.

Sonny and Nancy Kita will be golng to California in & week.
Sonny is not quite sure whether she will .o as she 1s a bit fearly
of the puvlic opinion, but Namgyhas already made her jbb plans
and she plans to be settled in LA. She gald that she had to looksét
after some property interests for her mother in Gila, and the
rest of the family may follow her out there. Sonny doesn't know
what she wands. She 1s not interested in Romance or men, and she

gwears that marriage 1s no solution to her desire to travel a?ound

at
at this time. She has #tuck/her Stevens hotel job all through, but

she sald that she may shift to the Congress Hotel if she decided
not to go to Californiue. The two girls moved back to the Hush St.

apartment after a week on the south side because of the bedbug

lJI‘Ob].Qﬂ.
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I d1én't find many changes in the 1ife of Irene, ch-56, She
seens to have settled down to a routine pattern., Her apartment has
Just been minted by the landlady so thsat her room was in quite a
messs It looked so elean thet I hardly recognized 1t. Irene said
that she was back at work and it wne a grind. She 18 not interested
in snything except the return of her husband, He has been sending
her silk handkerchiefs from Italy, Irene was a little resentful
thnat her brother-in-law will be recelving his ud. degree this
sumner, while her husband didn't even get started in medicsl school.
I think that she 1s getting bored with the 1life she is living.

Her comments:

"It's still the snme old job, same ol apartanent, and same old
everything., There hasn't been any changes in my life at all this
year, I've just be exlesting in a very routine way since Billwent
oversess in January, He was put in s otién right away an¢ he hrs
throe battle clusters., In the mesntime, I have been going back and
forth to the ssme old Job., Nothing has changed about 1t so I =m
planning to stapy on until my hush nd gets beok, I answer letters
for the compniy. MeCluggs has soads of Nisel working there, but I
don't know hapdly any of them, I have ®© me caucasien friends and 4

seem to go more in their eircles. I don't care for the 'isel at all,

They are e lways coming in ené out at work, and there 1s still a

large number there.Some of them are beginning to worry a bout getting
fired when the war 1s over. I never think of it. I hasve a good
record there and I feel that I »m pretty set in my department if

T oare tostay on. I'm tired of working though ané I'd cert. inly
liket oretire, But Bill hasto go through medlenl school yet, so 1

guess T will have towork for g long time yet, I put him down as a
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dependnnt on my income tax etatment hut the Treasury Tepartment
@ust not have agroed with me as I just received a legter saying
that I have to pay $58 back taxes. It sure makes me m d. I've never
gotten anything from the governmment. I didn't even get my trgnse
portation money when I came out B re, There are lots of people

who have regeived hunédreds of dollars from the "RA but I never got
one red cent, They encouraged us to leave fast and we missed out

on the transportsticn grant. I don't mind that, but I think that
all of us are jJust as much in need even if we <id leave camp earlie r.
I heven't been able to save hardly any money. I haove to s end things
like shoyu overseas to my hugband, and my rent is so high here, I
have to pay the whole rent by meself as ghe place is not big enough
to take ina nother girl, I try to put away the allotment money
each month 8c that Bill ean use it for his educnrtion, but I have

to buy clotle s once in s while,.

You know I went to the WRA office regently to a meeting

sponsored by the JACL. The only reason Iwent was because they

were presenting some films of the 442nd, and Iwmnted to see them
8ince Bill i1s with the Nisei combat team,. What is thke JACL anyway?
ey way they talked at the meeting disgusted me, They just had the
fila so they could get Niselé own theré and try toget them to tpke
out membership, I refused to join because Idon't think much of

the group. They saf that they were going to sponscr s Nisel

tak nt show out here so that they eould rpise somemonay to talke
onre of the lssel after the "RA 1s gone. I think that i8pretty
disgusting. Why do they have to draw st@ention to the lilsel by
trying to get them all togetle r amd making tlem conspicuous? I
thought that theybeléved the best thing for the Niseiwas to acatter
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out and become a ssimilated, But the way those JACL people tnlked, it
sounded as ¥ they resented the Nisei for going out on thelr own,
Te ywant all of them to join the JACL and s tick together as a
group. They practicellyscold the Yisel by saying that they heve

a big responsibility to the Isseil and it 18 up to them to take 1t
over and loolr after their own group insterd of being so anxim e to
have a gocd time, 1 thikmk they are more interested in aving a big
elub so they ceanbe the le~ders, I cert_inly wouldn't jJoin en
organization llke that, I'm not interested in Jjoining any of
these Nigel clubs se they only try to make us more race consclious,
ané I feel perfe,tly well a ccepted out here now ané I Ton't wamt to
be reminded évery minute that 4 am of Japasnese origin, and that thee
18 alot of dlsorimingtion agninst me. I haven't felt any prejudice
at all. I think th»ot the people like the JACL talk sc much about

it thnt t heyget tobel' ving everything 18 that way,., ot that it doe 8
not exist, but 1 see no sense in eaphasing things like that when
maeny of the Visel seem tobe doing okpy by themselves,

"rast month I went back to cemp to visit my in-laws and the
gamp Wns 8o desd that I spent my whole time there sewing. It se med
to me as if it were s foreign place, nnéd I wonder now how I ever
stood 4t there as long as I did. There wasn decay about camp, and
T could easily s ee that it was aginge. B\;\t I gues: mgny of those
0ld peop® have t o stpy there becsuse they do not have auy other
plage to goe Then.e was a lot of talk about the elosing of the
gemp, but % seemed to me that many of those famll® s do not belkve
that the W4 will kédek them out by the end of the year. They got
pretty e xeited when it was snnounged that one of the crmps there
would be closed by the end of september. One of the B el girls thae

wa@ telling me that the people were getting a little mad beenuse there
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were p lot of promises being m de for them ns an indugement to
resettle, but they had heardfrom people who hve gone outy that
all these fine vromises about m lot of help was a bunch of hot
air. I don't think thet t he WR* should do thinze _1like that.
Personally, I don't concern myself much about these thingsas 1t
4 a8 not affect me too muchj but I don't think that they are
going toget all of those kb rge familles out,

"My in-laws are thinking of going back to California but I don't
know where they will go. They wanted me to go to californla with
them but I decided it was best to continue the good relationshipa
which exist between us now so I ssld I preferred to remain in Chi~
eago until 5ill ceme back because 1t 18 glogser to him than if Iw ent
back to California. I think they wanted me to joln them but I could'nt
see how that would work out after all the things we went through in
gamp, Uy ow plans for the future are very indefinite becsuse 1
can't do a thing untll Bill gets back into eivilien life., I'm Just
planning to stay on in this apartment and I doubt 4f I move., I'm
paying too much rent here but I don't have time to go around searche-
ing for another place. I won't hove much to do 1f I went back to

califomia anyway.

"ty social 1life out here is about the same as before. I gok

around mostly with my Caucasian friends from work, but I also know
the Nisei in this bullding. My girl friend's husband came back from
the South Paeific end I have been going out in thelr group. Honeatly
I have so much soeisl life that I hardly have time to do things at
hone. I g0 to the Red Cross meeting once a week and I get invited
to quite s few parties through my friends., 1 never seem to notice
any ¢ifference in race because they Jjust éon't mention it. All of

these parties are fun but it 1s just passing the time and 1t is not
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what I really want, But I have to live this kind of temporary life
until my husband comes back. I hope that it is pretty soon. The
war shouldn't last much longer but they may keep the Army in for
occupation, I have heard that they are going to put the Nise into
practioal reserves oo that may mean that the 442nd will be brought
home. I hope that it is true, Some of those soldlers are going to
have to stay over in Zurope for the 5 or 10 years, They say that
wives will be allowed to go join them but that won't apply te Japan=
ese girle, Bill eaid that quite a few of his friends Bmimsf volun-
teered for the language school at Snelling so that they could come
back and have a 45 day furlough. I think that was a mistake beocause
they will be in the Army even longer, The Nisel soldlers are still
being sent over there so I don't know what the war department plans
to do with them, I hearx a lot of rumors but most of them aren't
true,

"I'n not exactly bored with Chicago 1life, but I would like to
get into a cleaner place. It seems that ny life is routine ané no-
thing has changed about it this yesr. The only exclting thing is
the oceasional fights with the landlady here. A lot of the Nisel
moved out 20 that she is making concessions to them now, Che prac-
tically begged Nanoy and Sunny to stay and she does all sorts of
repairs. I had her paint my apartment and she got a man to clean
the rugs and all of the furniture, I think I deserve this service
becsuse I pay such a high rent, That landlady 1s very snoopy and
she got worried when I received a letter from the OIi,. “he thought
that I had mede some housing complaints. I just wrote about some
extrs sug.r for eanning but I didn't tell her that. I ceught the
landlady a couple of time putting it up to the light to see what was
in theu,

"T don't go around in a Wisel group out here eo I don't know
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what 18 happening to them, I just don't seem to get along with
them heosuse they aot in such a different way. There are rumors
that the soldlers in Durope might come home about next February and
then ny husband and I can really plan for the futures I don't want
to 1ive in a Japanese community. I'm going to get more into the
normal kiné of 1ife and I would regret léaving Chilcago in a way be~
cause of the many Csuocasian friends I've made here, But I think it
is just as easy to make friends in other places.

"I'n penlly dlssatisfied with all this walting around from
month to month and I do some worrying. Bill wrote and sald that 1t
was pretty dead in Italy and that all the Italian fellowe were mad
at Wisei boys for taking thelr girls away. They seem to be having
a lot of trouble over there., I wonder what would heppen X if some
of the Niseil fellows married Italiasn girls and tried to bring them
into this country. I think it would be good Af all the single Nisel
soldiers married foreign girls and then there would 't be so many of
these national argumente. There doesn't seem to be an execessive
barrier on intermarriage ss far as the Nisel are concerned, Bxill
gsaye that the 'lsel boys over there are respected pretty highly by
those forelszn people and they are looked upon as Amerlcan gsoldiers
althe some of them ecan't underatand why Japanese are wearing Ameri-
gan uniforms when Americe and Japan are at war with each other. But
Bi11 seys the Italians have heard £ avorable stories about /‘merica
that they practicelly bellieve that everyone 12 & millionaires out
here. He eays a lot of those Ttalians would like to come to this
gounty. So I guess thls country 1s a pretty darn good place to live
and the Niseil shoulé look at it that way instead offeeling that they
have been kicked around and mistreated B0 much. I think many of them

gfe getting over that though."
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Insert: VWang to Bette.

July 25, 1945
Ckinawa Island

Tear Bette,

Aftera long succession of i1dle days fllled with noth-
ingness--the Hindus have & word and g wuet for 1t, I THINK?, and
it makes me shudder that people should maske » job of it-=-your refresh-
ingl letter arrived tos tir me out of insctivity.

Loulise wréte about vhss finally receiving his induction notice,
any your letter confirmed the newa, It csme as a sart of shock--the
the shock a wolf must feel w hen a virtuous womanat length succumbs.
T can't imagine Chas a foot slog ing soldier, though I e¢an picture
him probing into the recesses of combnt-distoréeed minds to reintegrate
these shattered personalities, I hope the Army will let him do what
he wants,

Thanks for your invitation to visit "when (I) come baok."
7ill you remember ten years from naw ? Nbét that 4+ think 1t'll be
that long, but I have cepsed being an o tomist about furlough,
dlscharges, and nall the other nice and woncerful climaxes to a long
and honorgble tour of duty overseas, You see, Betl.e, I have been
claselified "essential”, one of the remscnsb eing that 1 canwrite
Okirawa Ielanéd Japsnese, nncunfortu nate circumstance personally;
for & hnve the heart and the desires of a oivillan., At first, I
used to boast that I had volunteeted; but not anynore since ny
Gele friends mve tgken to looking at me with the greatest
commiseration written on thelir faces, and wigh the profound

ineredulousness in their volces as they say,"You didn't volunteer,

really you didd't, éid you, you poor bastard?"

Aectually, and deep down, noe of us regret our terms of Army
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Servt o; twenty years from now we'll be shedding tesrs in our beer
for the g ood old days on Okinawa, Such is our lack of perspective,
I am told, by sources ss relisble se Sgockholm or Geneva,

and lately Finland, thnt men ean't hold a eandle to women when

1t comes to swearing. Is that true? I thought that when women got
together, even at snossembly table nte factory, they talked about
nothing but taking the hem in two inches or cutting the vack off

of a felt hat to make a new bonnet, Ine ertain ways, I'm so damned
naive th-t it frightens me, “hen I return to eivilization, how will
I be able to cope with the young, up and cussing female generation?
It will be, ISm sure,one of the pxx minor post war problems, which
wo~ 't be solved by adding a clause to the United Natlons agreeme nt.

We visited the village of Tee-=last Sunday n® spectptors
at a "geme holiday." The newly formed elementsryschool, which is
struggling to reorg,nize n semblance of an educational systenm,
wae sponsoring the event to arouse coamunity spirit.

The 1little kidsm most of them looking not more than six
years old, were dressed in their sunday clothes; white dresses and
suilts cut from, it appesred, sheet muslin. Anywsy; they locked
standardi-ed, like Far ds off an e ssembly line.

Ané that i3 the general impression that I recelived, feglmented
8ix years old. They @id a series of physieal exerci,-s, which they
had learned under the Jem nese, ns complicated as a bgllet dance;
and they di¢ it in perfect coordination and rhythmn. Ané when they
narched to the beat of & home-made, pickle barrel drum, they used
the knees-up goose step of the Japanese Army. Inster d of having
fun watohing 1little kids pk y, 1 saw vision of these goos steppers

a decade from now,
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There was e coordination race. Five boys lined up one behind
the other and tied their feet to two parallel bamboo poles, Another
team 414 the same, The @des was to cooperate, step off in rhythmn,
hup-twosthree-four, and thus win the rpce. If one boy got out of
step, the whole team stumbled and collapsed, Regiment,tion agn in.
Mo w dnder Japanese minds are so régldly fixed!l

The whole experience left me with a sour taste in ay mouth,.
I'm passing it on to you. Maybe you'll appreciate more thanbefore
Clm neellor Hutchin's U of Chicago!

vesI1'm enclosing a snapshot taken on Okinawa, In the foreground
are soy bean plants, in the background, pines, To the right 18 a
guy nsmed Wang whose feet are slightly axt of focus and who appears
tobe resdy to burst out orying. I was thinking of Home, Home with
a foreground of dewy grass anda background of orasnge tree, "Orce
a Californinsn, always a Californien,”

Yours truly,

Ja/Warren (wang.)

¢ 6%
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I got quite a bit dicteted on my final case today and I hope to
get the whole thing finished up early next week. The case is a little
longer than I had expected., It will be my final assigmment before I
report for induction. I @iéd manage to couplete most of the things
thqt I set out to do with the exception of one follow-up interview,
Fukiko, (CH-59)., I would have been able to complete her esse but she
was busy all lsst week and this week. She 18 still doing the some
work and she sald there weren't any changes in her activities except
that her family is now living with her,.

About 2 o'clock, I took Miysko down to the Fleld Muscum. HMiyako
was busy rumning sround and doing all the shopping in the morning.
the went to the store 4 times in order %o carry all the things for
the week-end. Mom went with her once and she sold she wasn't allowed
to buy anything without Miysko's consent. Che wanted to buy a can of
sour kraut but Miyako got in a huff and seid that it would use up too
many points and she just walked off. Mom complained: "Gee, she don't
think I know nothing. I wanted to buy corn in can but Miyako won't
let me. She get 2o mad." Iiiysko's explanation: "VWell, Bette told me
not to use up all the blue points because we will need them later.
Mom doesn't kmow 2ll sbout rationing yet so I dlén't wqpt her to
spend them up.” I told Miysko that we had plenty 6f blue points so
ghe should "allow" YMom to buy whatever she wants, Mlyako has taken
over the complete responsibility for shopping and she does 1t very
seriously. o~he knows more mbout the ratlioning points than I do al-
ready. DBefore I went to the museum, I dropped in at the warehouse to
ask Af they w culd replace the dining room table since there has been
so much delay in delivering the right chairs for ourt sble. The man
sald that he woulé take care of it as soon as possible since 1t was o:
his conscience. He wanted to sell me a mop for 50¢ but after I ex-

plained that 1t wasn't worth that, he got wvery timid end geve 1t to me
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for nothing. It was a sort of appeasement gift. I certainly have .
that men bullied! Ve have all of the furniture we need now, except
for the chesterfield which Toshle sold for §5. Mariko has made ar-
rangenents to have it delivered Monday, but I told her that it was
impossible for me to take time off in the morning and help carry it
down the stairs. I don't know when 1t will be delivered nowe In &
way, I'm not too anxious to get that Chesterfleld becsuse there might
be bedbugs in it qnf I certainly don't want any around our place.
Toshie nswears that it doesn't have aﬁy buge and she hes been kind
enough to sell 1t to us so cheaply. V%We will need 1t when Allce comes
down to ¥isit., However, if I get too much sleeping accommodations in
the flat, it might encourage Mom te orowd everyone into the largebed-
rooms so she ¢an rent the other two bedrooms oute I think she has
given the 1dea up, largely becsuse Tom insiste that he will not give
up his privete room. He got my "permission” to decorate 1t anyway
he saw £it 20 that he 1s going to put plectures of airplanes all
around the room despite Bette's objectlion that 1t isn't _rtistic
enough. He 15 also going to build a platform to put his single bed
on so thet he con bulld some drawers under 1it.

we walked all through the museum of natural history and 1t wase
quite interesting to Miyako. It took us about 3 hours te go through
the place. 'Miyako carried a 1little notebook around and when I asked
her what 1t wss for, she s»id: "I write everything Isee in it and
then I will mo home snd write my frim é & long letter to tell theam
about Chicago." After we left the museum, we went through the Flane-
tarium and the scquarium. Ve walked nall the way along the lakeshore
down to Puckingham Fountain so Miysko could look at that, ©he 1is
very fond of walking and I had to stop her several times so that I
could reat. Ue went all the way down the Loop and then llyako deecl-

ded that she wanted to wal: right by Stevens Hotel becruse her friend
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had written that they had heard it was the largest hotdl 1in the
world. Ve walked up Michigan Ave. to the hotel and then we went
right inside and s~untered through the lobby and sat and talked for

a vhile. It was quite = thrill for Miysko. ©he enjoyed the whole
afternoon's experiences and she now feels that she likes Chlesgo very
much. Che ia anxiously waiting for the opening of school so that she
will be able to make a2 lot of new friends. The high school opens on
Sept. 2 hecause of the earlier wvasatlon,

Yhen we got ho e, we haé to wait for a while for dinner even
though we were late becasuse Tom had not come home yet. About 7:30 he
ceme ané we all @nguired: "Where have you been”"

Tom: "I went to my friend's house becsuse we were dlscuseing
books."

Us: "What?"

Tom: "Well, we were talking about comic books.® He has a Whole
1ot of them at home and he told me %o eome over. 1 thought he was

about 20 years olf but he 1s only 16. Those Caucasisnx kilds really

are big for thelr age. He only gets pald T72§¢ an hour and I get TTi¢

because I am 17. He has a real nice home way out end I met his fa-
mily ond they geve me ssndwiches to eat, We read the cqnio books for
quite a while ané then we went out to the park and I showed him scme
of the things I could do on the bairs that-I had learned in camp. He
w1ll be going to a Aifferent high school than me.”

Tom was able tosave "47 from his fira&/;:;checks, oné¢ this
week's check will be fairly large since he got in quite a few hours.
He gmave Miyako £2 but I saléd that he didn't hove to contribute 54 a
woek for food since he would only be working for the balance of this
aonth. He was cuite willing to turn over most of his paycheeck but I
told him to save it for his school needs. He has reconciled himself

to returning to school and he sald he dldn't mind now if they tepghb
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subjects that he liked.

After dimmer, we decided to go to the show. NMom wanted every-
one to go together since it would be the last time before I was
érafted. che made a big 1ssue because we insisted that she take the
streetcar and she thought that she could walk. She seid she could
buy several loaves of bread with the money saved. I got gquite impa-
tlent at this and T sald we would take the streetecar. Mom isn't

able to walk too far becouse she hasn't ruualnéd all of her strength

yet. ©he worked arondx the house too much.

Ty b
%o were reading the nevspapers after the show whenA&arlko and

George came 1in, They were attending a perty severzl blocks aviay.
Mariko 18 not working yet but she seid she would start looking for a
Job seriously from next week. Her job hunting efforts haéd not been
intense up to thie time. It 19 slready & month or more sinece she
quit her last job. I don't think thot she wents to work too much. I
told her thet I was getting érafted so that she wanted@ all of us to
g0 over %o her plece for dinner tomorrow night. Ve hade made our
plans to go to the beach anéd have dinner at home but I =sid that we
would go 1f Yom wes not pernitted in the kitehen to do any of the
worke I dién't want to go over there becnuse she sald that she was
having spaghetti. I suggested that they come over to our Place for
dinner, but Bette dlscouraged this becruse she salé it wes too much
troﬁble to have thea over,

The in-lsw struggle which I have been anticipeted finally come
out into the open. It 1s largely Mrriko's fault. Ve are willing to
ignore the whole thing, dbut Mariko 18 determined to make lom g0 over
and vieit Mra., Taki. che sald that Yom hed heen in Chicago for sev-
eral weeks and Mrs, Takl was wondering why she haén't mace the formal
eall according to the Japasnese custom. She kept stresaling the Japan-

ese mmkmx custom and I told her we weren't living in Japan. Mariko
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tolé me to keep my nose out of it. lMariko esaid that it w.s up to

%
G ¢

the bride's mother to go visit the bridegroom's mother first and she
is making a big lssue of it. It was very embarrassing to George but
apparently he feels that 1t should be done this way first, WNrs.
Takl expects this formal onrll and apparently lariko wantes to appease
her. ©he snid that she was rumning out of excuses to tell Mrs. Taki
why YMom had not come yet. DBette told her that Mom was not in good
health and that 1t was too much effort to go visiting around. I
added that Yom was alweys exhsusted every time she left the house,
and then I éidn't say anything more.

I don't know the exact reason why Mom 1s not so anxious to go
over to visit Mrs, Takli. I think she is msd nt some of the things
that Mres. Tekl sald about our family not being good enough for hers
during the perlod of Madame Te=Moriko battle for George. lNariko
kept inaisting that 1%t had to be dome and she pressed liom for a de-
finite appointments ©She wanted Mom to go tomorrow but lom sald that
she had promised to go to the bhesch with us, Uarilko then said that
lom eould go visit Yre, Takl in the morning and go to the hemch in
the afternoon but we sald this would be too much for her. Xom then
adultted to Mariko that she wasn't particularly anxious to go to the
beach but "she had promised to go." Actually, she wes Just using
this as an excuse beeause she didn't want to go visit Mrs. Takl at
Uariko's insistence. !ariko then sald that she eould go visit her
next “sturday and that she would come down after ‘ome. BHette sald

that ‘1t was not necessary for allof us to go along as Mom could take

care of the matter. That 18 the way it waps deciﬂeﬁ£>>

Mariko shoulé not have made a big 1ssue of the matter end I can't
understand why she did, I suppose thst she feels that we have a de-
finite antagonism towards Mrs, Takil sné she thinks that we are in-

fluencing Mom. I was rether dlsgusted ot the way she used the argu-
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ment about following a “"Japanese custom." Mariko, of all persons,
to use a2 dumb argument like that. “he tried to secare !lom into going.
After Mariko and George left, Mom sald that she would go once and
mnke this formal visit jJust to please Mariko but her heart wasn't in
it. “he 8,14 thst if Mra. Taltl started asking all sbout her familly
history, she would turn right around and ask Mrs. Takl hers., 1
zueas 1t 1s true that Detts, Tmiko and .I have influenced some of
fon's thining, but I e8t%1ll believe that it is best that Mra, Takl
doesn't make efforts to dominate Yom lilke she has done Ceorges I
think she even has Mariko buffaloed now, or how else explain Yariko’s
inslstence upon r6110w1n5 doad Japaness traditions? Dette thinks
that Yariko 1s insisting upon this point because of her own selfish
desires., Ve felt that Mon's heslth was more important than making
sogcinl visits to Mariko's in-lawas. I objeet to Mrs. Takl bocause of
the way in vhich she went around to Toshie in order tc find out all
about us and hinted that we had wrong upbringing hecause we didn't
follow the proper Japanese gonventlons. I feel that we should get
away from these things and the whole family feels that for that
wmtter. Norike uses the argument of custom just for her own conven=
jence. r8e Tokil hae sleo ¢ast aspersions upon our family becsuse of
the foet that Jack has intermarried. I don't know how she found out
sbout this, but one of the Seattle boys that I knew teold me that she
had been spreading that around. Mariko doesn't krnow that Nrs. Takl
knows this yet so I haven't snid anything to her, It's no use start-

inz a family feuéd and we don't feel that we have any connections with

lariko's in-lsws, It has gone along pescefully up to now and we

mizht as well let 1t go st that. George 1s the one who 1s plaged in
an embarrassing positicn becnuse he thinks that we have an antagonism
towsrd his family. That lsn't frue at all; i1t's just that the veri-

oue personallties involved does not cliek. Variko, in insisting upon

it




Charles Kikuchi Tiary Auge 4, 1945(?éb%

joining the two femilies, mey cause friction vhen it isn't necessary
at all. She won her point with Mom begruse she sald everything in
Japanese and I @1én't know vhat was being sald. ¥om 1s just an inno=-
gent bystander and she 18 just osught In the middle.

The whole affair was dlscussed fairly calmly, but there 1s @
conflist situation. The whole thing is silly but it is only one
aspect of the strangulating "Japanese customs"” which boundz the Nisel
g0 alosely to the Icsel on the eomst. I don't sea any sense in re-
suming this sort of thing out here. !rs. Takl 1s also beling stubborn
about 1% begnuse she wants Mem to come and visit her firaet, ané I
suppose she will think that 1t 1s a victory for her. I've never gone

‘%o see her like I was suprosed to do according to her interpretation,
as I have felt that iariko8s narriage to George .1s none of our busi-
ness and the families didn't get married. In = way, the whole thlng'
is one small sopeet of the struggle between Japanese customs Ve
Americen ways. This issue isn't meaningful and 1t won't have any
profound effect on our lives regardless of vhat ® heppens, but I
think that the Vigel shoul? resist all the way ¢own the line in hav-
ing the perentsl control over them. I cen't sce such customs cuch a8

these as contributing to American culture so there 1s no necess=ity

for the gis=l %o retelin 1t..<§:m'3 reluctance 1s more personal, and

I Buess she feelse that she hss to support the views of her younger
children who are in the household with her. I can see now how the
Jepanese communities on the coest govermed the aimate behavior of

the Tierl se the Insél pressure 1o pretiy haavy--an@ prétty persist-
ent. Mrs. Takil has never gotten over the fact that we d4id not follow
conventions, according to some of the things vhich Mariko mentinns
once in » while. Nariko i1s more willing to compromise now begsause
she wants to be xreconciled by her in-lawa but she doesn't have to

drag us into it. Che can't drag me into it and ghe isn't trying, Lut
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ghe 1s turning her influence upon Mou,

1 really dién't say too much because of George's presence =0
Mariko is not sware of ay intense opposition. It 1s up to Nom any-
way and I ean't govern her life. Dut lMariko shouldn't use that ar-
gument to me ané then turn around and try to govern lom's lifeher-
self. Bette seems to be even more opposed that I am but it is more
of & pe sonal dislike for Mrs, Takl afterwhat was beling sald to
Buiko about being rude. Dette and I have never met lirs. Taki. It
isn't a personal metter in us, but lrs, Takl represents a symbol of
the old way tow~rd which we are opposed. Actually ira. Tekl is sup-
poged to he "auch nore Anericanized" than most Isael. IFrom what
GJeorge has told me in thae past, she didn't follow too many of the
Japanese conventions., It seeus that she was osirgolzed in some ways
because of her personality end opportunistic msuners. There was also
some questioning of her backgroundé becsuse she appears 4o have Cauca-
sian features, I don't give a dman sbout her background and her an-
cestors and I can't understand why she should meke a fuss of 1t.
Maybe it's all involved around her struggle with Maerlke and these in-
airunents are only used as mesns to get her own way. Che doesn't
gsound like a very pleasant individual froa what I have heard from

v-rious sources and I just want to atay away! rom her.
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It rained today! Tom and Miyeko were very diseppointed that
their plans for going ewimuing were spoiled. I had a grouch tLoday
becsusce Bette @1dn't prepare breakfast after a 2§ hour delay so I
treated everybody but Tom very curtly for part of the day. I got
them to clean the house and I insisted that all the cardboard boxes
and sultcsses be taken away from under the bed. MNoam 8ald that she
didn't have enough bureaus for all of these thinges. I Cdeclded to
build & large closet shelf 1n the storage room that we have and 1t
took ne all day to do this. It will hold everything now.

Tom was busy completing his éressing table for Bette and he is
doing 1t with grest workmanshipe In the evening I helped hia to sand
1¢ down and then I painted 1t so that 1t 1s a very god plece of fure
niture nowe e were all supposed to go over %o Inriko’s dinner but
Tom and T declded that we were too busy so we dent the female delega-
tion to represent us, ve A1dn't feol like eating sphaghetil over
there even thouch Mivako ssid afterwards that it wane a very good meale
¥em 1sn't supposed to eat spaghetti anyways. It rained durlng the
greater part of the dny and 1t wes rather downcasi. ¥We dld compen=-
sate for the westher by ge'ting a lot of work done around the house.
Tom wno very dlsappointed because he wanted all of us %o go swinnlng
once together since he w»ants to show me that he ean beat ae in swin-
ming. I sugzest~d that he go to work early "ednesday or Thursday and
hen take &n afternoon off so we ean go swimming. He a=ld he would
do ‘hl;'>

Ther Viyako, 'Mom and Tette came hoae about midnizght, they began
%o toll us immediately how Mom wgs persuaded to go visit lrs. Takl.
Bette'a story: "We didn't even know about 1t but iIsriko kept saying
to fom thet she couldn't give any more excuses to rs. Tekle I don't
know why she has to give any excuses. She told iom everything to say

to Mre. Taki snd I don't sce why she had to make up stories and apo-
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logize for any of her sctions. It all sterted when the door bell
rang about 7:30. It wes lre nnd Mrs. Taki and they were coming to
visit lariko and George. GOeorge ren down the stalrs before they
could come up end he telked to them. FHe told them that we were there
and then ¥r, snéd Wre. Tekl Aidn't even come up. Thgt wae sure dumb.
jeorge came up and said that his parents were just passing because
they wanted to know Toshi's address, That was really a weak excuse
Yeosuge Mro., Tekil has been to Toghl's place 2 number of time and she
nowe that it 1s twe blocks pwaye. he wanted to win her point and

she d1én't want to come up &8nd see Mom fTirst becsuse she feels that

'om should caue ané visgit her. It sure was childlsh. ﬁB Mariko

1ade me mad when she decilded that Yom should go right over and visit
r. and Yra. T, Miysko and I stayed with Elleen becruse we dién't

go over there. Mom visited for a couple of hours. Anyvay,

out of the way now and o s made her vislit. She tolé lrs.
T. 40 gome over sny time so I guess she will be dropplng over to re-
turn the eall one of those days. MNom snld that 1t waen't a bad vislt
bocause everyone wao polite to emgh other, MNrs. T. started %o ask
all about our femily ané Mom told her, Then she asked Mrs. T. about
her family snd she found out that lMrs. T. learned Engllsh in & ENRN .
xsxk mission school in Yokoh-ma and thaet she 1s pretty y*ﬁng yote
iom sald that che wa2 pretty sure that lirs, Takl was not pure Japan=-
ese but she doesn't hold that sgsinst her. /Anyway, that ls settled
agow and Uariko 1s satisfied. I hope she doesn't make a lot of plens
to throw llom ané ¥ras. Tal together now becoruse om sald she Just
didn't esre for George's ﬁother. ut Urs. Takl belongs to a church

too s0 she may drag Yom to one of the Issel Ohristian churches. I

hope she lets us alone." o that 1s thati

od
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L%S? > Auge 2, 1945
Tear Charlie,

So st last you are "in", or very nears I know what a sense of

rellef 1%t must be. You should feel great pfide in a jJob well done:

ot only the mggnificent performgnce for the Study, t also the
heroxic way in vhich you have colved your family problems. Now a new
era begins for you, and we are all wishing that 1t will be a happy
and successful ome--nct the interlude in the /ray, but your long time
future in the postwvar woRkld. You have certainly shown that you've
got what 1t takes,

The write-up of your life<history was quite saptisfactory for ay
purposes. I wish you would drop a note to Louls Adamiec, with a cop
for my files, indieating that you are willing to have me use the ma-
torial he published in his bock to any extent that I wish and asking
him in turn to put no restrictions on it. You may say that, of
course, I will write for specifiec permission from him for direct quo-
tations and that full credit will be given.

I am, indeed, pleamsed with the follow-ups. Now it is up to me
to whip 2 manuseript into shape. I will not, of course, be able %o
meet the originel deadline I haé set, but 1t wi'l be sometime this
falle Right now I sm working like mad on Rosalie's ms, a8 she leaves
in 8 few weeks. TFrank 12 busy with revisions, Jinmy dié not get
drafted, ae they threw him baeck into 4C on technigalgrouncs (parents
in Japan).

Yes, it m 18 ok to let Loulse stay until Frank returns. If she
runs out of work, tell her I wish she woulé work up her father's life
history and experiences, if she 1s willing to.

Conaider the fan a gift teo the Kikuchi family. God forbld I
should ever have to live in the Esst, w here it might be needed: Your

apartanent sounds swell. Fleasse give ny regards to your mother.
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Let us hesr what happens, If you should get turned down for
flat feet or something, please telegraph, so thot I will not "ter-

minate you and then have to go through the red tape of reinstate-

ment,
All here send best wishes.
dincerely yowrs,

Doroth$
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h25T7 Cottege Orowe, Apt. 1,
Chisegeo, 1:linods,.

uzust 6, 1545

« Ndamio:

T2 been some months ainee T've lact written %o youm but 2
have been very bway with ay vorkz on the niversity receaireh, o
hevs heen ’.vl'"n"ﬂ'!"‘-""_ rohlens of the ewoustion ané recettlement for
the post three yoors. My work has been centered here in Chieago
gnd T heve Heern enthesizing Individusl adifustments and probleme in
ay psrticular phase of tha job. 1 have slso boen dolng come fiels

wh!{ N 'h-s ra -ttty o he’-""‘. '?t_ Iw" a heen o 1"1-,:-.(’ "ﬂf'ﬂ"ﬁ'—tz”ﬁ' f"';-.".“
eduantional jebi but on next Triday, August 10, 1 sa teralnsting
this work to be Induoted into the Aroy ot loet, I am quite gled
that I »1ll be in the sraed services sinee I bellieove Lthet the prine
giples involved are worth fighting fore Uy work during the pest
three veoars has contributed %o the wor effort in some scnstructive
"8y, I think, but now I {11 be more Adirectly comnected with 1tee

that 13, if I == not rejeoted for phyeloal reagons,

here ore shout 10,000 ewnouees recettled in the Chleage ares
at the present tine. ™o Yar "elcostion Authority is plamning %o
elocoe the mrausining nine ocenters by the end of this yesr, Hut it
w111 be 2 Sremendouna Yob to resettle 52,000 more people into the
oraal streas of erionn 1life. he 50,000 plus who have gone cut
fpeing tha ran A yonra seem to b0 nakting acme asstisfeobory ade
g o the you'g people have had the opportamity to
voarions types of work vhioh Shey never had a ohance to
1y ‘about 7,000 have gone back to the Feolific Coast Shus
there may de o increaning nuaher hy the ené of this year,
¥y brothar, Jaclk, 12 cut there in fan Tranglisgo now working in the
shipyerds while wolting tc pgein aduittonce into ¢ medlenl sohocle
e 15 sarried to o girl of Filipino extrection she has just greacu-
pted from Manford Iniveraity. Joak mey be golng 17%o the Ammy very
shortly tooe y slster, Aliece, 1o up In Ninneapolis with her ohilé}
her huohand s in the PFaglfie with the intelligence unit.

™he reasinder of oy fenily 12 here In Chioegso new, feoer 27
wonthe, we have finelly senagec to get then togethelrs o Siater 1o
in oadet mursina in tha 1noel ¥t., "inerl hoopitodl and asking very
Enod progrecd, nother sister is ettending the Univerdity of
higeane Thore are two younger ones 8till in high sehool. Wy
oléest sister is also here in Chicego with her huaband, nings voen
to be tuming out very satisfeatory for us,

in the course of my vwork I 4i¢ s further followeup of ay 1ife
history sn¢ I il 1ike %o know Af the Universily stucy undelr whe
directicn of "r. forothy . Thomse could have porulsasion 0 use
caie of the meterisl whioh you used in your DOoK, rom Asny Lands”
n my life story. ! Thoms2 will write to you for spesifle per-
aiseion for direct quota ne and Tull credlt will be given, 4

-~
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I started ocut for the office early but I was delayed beonuse I
had to go to the barnk, Miyako started her sswvings sccount and the
lady in charge thought I wss her father, This made Miyako gigkle so
much that she could hardly answer the questions.: I thought that it
would be a good idea for ﬁfyako to start an sccount as it will be an
inducenment for her to save. Dette gave her {8 from her income tax
money returned and Tom gave her {2 while I g.ve her {8 alsc. I Will
also give her goue further amounts as soon as I can make the arrange-
sents, In signing her ngme, she wrote "Margaret”. I ssked her why
she used this name and she sniéd that for all scheool and other pure-
poses she wepa going under her American name. On the way to the
bank, she told me that she was not resding "Blpck Bepy" any more be-
cruse she thought she wgs too young for it when she crme to n real-
istic deseription of little boys peeking into outhouses: Tom also
woent along to the bank as he 414 not go to ‘*;nr'!t this morning. A sty
has developed on his eye and he thought that 1t was csused from the
édust at his shop. If I had known that he was not going toc work, I
eould have sent him over to bring the couchf rom Toshl'u.

I went to lunch with Morton and a couple of his ‘rliends, Den
and Jeck, Ve didn't go toc his house because his wife, Ruth, had a
dentel appointment. "Ve went up to s nlce restaurant on 63rd, but
the service wans mther slow, They wre all exclited because of the
news which just esme out that atomic bombs had been perfected and
that one complete city in Japan had already been devastated. They
felt that thils was the new seeret weapon of the war. The bomb 1s
gupposed to de 2000 timee more powerful than any bombs used thus far.
en sald that he knew where the secret plant mk producing these
bombs were located and he was surprised that Truman had made public

the newsx about the hoab. He sald that over 65,000 people were ma-

kinz these H»omba and ¥ cost two billion dollar research to develop

-)7,
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it. Jack': coment was that 1t was a pity to spend that omch money
on desatructive efforts when pure research could really cure scanoer
if the govermment put an equal sum %o research, HHorton philosophlzed
that perhaps the stomic bombs was not all a waste bcaruﬁe the smme
prineiple could bde used in Industry and revoluti-nize 1it, Ve talked
uite 2 Mt ahout this “omb ss they were keenly interested, and they
even went out to buy 4 newspspers in order to met all details, It
seena thnt NDen wnaz connect ? at one time with 1ts production but he
12 now a graduate student here.

We also talked s bout the war and the fellows all felt that 1t
might ond hefore 1946, e were all pgreed that perhaps 1t wons betier
the Trperor rule to be removed in Japan. Jasek pointed out that 1t
wao reslly mesnincless since the Maperor's position was no hetter
then that of the king of England. Noth Jeck and Ben seemed to be
guito libersl minded and they are both writéing their Fh.De. theses
right now. Yorton soems to b doing okay ms he 18 loeated in a
gwanky office in the publiec adminiatr.tion ullding on the esmpus.
He seems to like hilas work very much altho he has a continuing inter-
eat 1n the latest developments of the “tudy. He is anxious to follow
the WA in order %o find ont if 1t really does succeed in closing up
the center, I'm not nble to give him too much informstion hecause I
haven't heen keeping up on these developaents myself, ‘orton now
balieves that the WRA may not oucoeed i* ite closure poliey, but he
sugpects that 1t has 2 hidden poliey to earry on in the event that
all of the people do not leave.

Yorton clapped his handa when he read the news that Senator
Johnson had expired. He sald that when he saw Jbhnson 1in ¥ashington,
P.C., he thoucht the shadow of death was slready upon hime {orton
looked upon it impersonally as Johnson was @ symbol of isclatiocnism

an@ resctionaryiem and there was nothing personsl in what he sald
about Johnson's death, He thought that Warren might take the v seaney.
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It will take one more damy to finish the dictation, and then
I will have to tle up my boxes, It's going aecording toschedule,
end 1 still will have one free day. I1'll have to go downtown once
on the last day in order to do some personal business, I got a note
from Yuki Kimura (Ch-20) and she is up in Minneapolis now, She moved
up there about a month ago with her Caucasian room-mate but Bhe did
not mention what type of work she was doing. ©She probably plans to
o0 to the university Af she canget herself settled down. Yuki 1s
st111 running away from herself and she has been extremely disor-
ganized even from before the war, She vas a little more gottled here
in Chicage for a while but she couldn't resist the urge to move on,
She doesn't have any roots any place so that she 1is contlnually mov-
inz on in order to seek her happiness, without realizing that happl-
ness ie 8 result of personal efforts to a large extent and that 1t
can be found alunost any place if the mental ettitude 1s right. Maybe
ahe will be happier up there, but I have an 1dea that she will even=-
tually move on to another city--perhaps New York next. She quit her
job very suddenly here and apparently the declsion to wove came over-

night altho she haé been thinking of it at the time I saw her a couple
of months agi;:>

At the dinner table tonight, Toa explained to Xom all about the
new stomic bomb whiech has taken over all the headlines. It was ru-
mored that Japen will be given a 48 hour notice to quit the war, and
some reports have come in telling about the destruc.lon over Hiro=-
shima., Mom'e reaction was: "Too bad all natlons not Christlan.
America get 21l the brains from Germany, England, Italy and other

gountries, That's why best scientists here. That's why U.S. will

win the war, Japen must give up before all women and children are




Charles Kikuchi Diary Aug. 6, 1945 4)970

destroyed. Too bad not all ngtions are Christian. Var is bad and

I feel sorry. I hope war end before Charlie get in Army."

<<iuom mentioned that she had talked to Mariko last night and after

she understood the reason why I didn't want any boarders in our apart-
ment becsuse of the dedire to have a family unit anéd not a rooming
house, ¥Mom said, "I feel sorry I worry you, but I don't take in
boarder now, If we have enough money to pay expenses, I won't do it,"
he also mentioned a 1little of her reaction to lMrs, Taki., "urs. Teki
try to look youpg anéd modern, She wears too much jewelry and flower
in her hair. ©the 18 pretty young. She look like haku)in lady. I
think that she 1s half and half. Long time age when Japan was closed
to world, only the Dutch traders were esllowed to come in., Many went
to Yokohama. Many married with Japanese girl. Many descendants of
these in Yokohama and they look like hakujin. I think that Mrs. Taki
is one of these descendants."

I explained a bit further to Tom and Miysko about Jepan's seclu-
slon for s couple of hundred years before it was "opened" by Admiral
Temry last centruy. Tom was surprised that I knew so much about
Japsn and Yom's comment was that even though I didn't know the lan-
gunge I knew more about Japan's history than any "Japanese" that she
had ever known in this country.

Mom was in & very reminiagie mood andé upon Tom's and Miyako's
urginges, she told a 1little of Pop's early life. She told it in Japa~-
nese 80 I only got a condensed version from Tom ané Miyako. Mom sald
that Pop had many expepmlences before he came to America and that he
traveled all over the Pacifloc area before he jolned the {.©. Navy.
Bhesaid h that he was a osbin boy from the age of 15 and later he be=
came a deep=-sea pearl diver, Once he went down and a shark attacked
him so that he shoved his knife between the shark's jsws, The shark

eouldn't close 1ts mouth so that it drowned, The next day Fop got to
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thinking what a fine knife he had lost so he dove down pfter 1t and
he saw the dead shark, Another time he dove down and his foot got
caught in the weeds so that 1t was 15 minutes before he could come
upe Tom and Miyasko saild it was impoassible for anyone to hold their
breath for 15 minutes. Mom sald, "Well, it probably was only five
minutes, but the minutes got longer as Pop got older," ©She 'went on
to explain that a lot of the storles were exaggerated but they were
2all based on truthe, She 185 gquite proud of the feset that Fop was
quite a Fomeo in his younger days but she calls hils illegidimate son

in Saipan a "half-brother"., Miyako doesn't quite underst,nd what

this meens when Tom laughs in his khowing wey. ©She also sald that

Pop was a hero at the time of the U,S5.5. Bennington explosion and he
rescued one of the officers but he EKnever got a medal because the
officer dled and Pop didn't know enough English to come forward and
say that he wae the one who hadé swum after these cfficers during the
explosion, Tom sald that Pop told him a few years ago that one of
the ord nary seamen on the U,5.,0, Bennlngton at that time became a
high official in the Navy Lept. many years later. !om ssid that she
was going to put Pop's honorable discharge certificate in the hallway
where our American flag 18 hanging. ©She had Pop's ashes in t he dining
room but I hid 1t in the closet.

Tom's sty on the eye kept him from work today Wt it didén't keep
him and Miyako from going out all afternocon to explore. They bought
a helf-gallon of root beer and tried to drink it all down by them=-
selves, but they ¢id not suocceed. FThey alsc bought ice cream and
funny books, Tom is pretty good to Miyako and he buys her things eveh
though he treats her gruffly at times, Miysko 1s getting hlm to bulld
her & desk like Bette so she can put her plctures of her movie ldols
on it. he wanted to paste them all over the wall but I discouraged

her, Tom and Miyako have not had a real bilg arguument yet.
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I packed my bag to take along to the induction statlon. It was
a very simple job becnuse all I put in 1t wae one pair of underwear,
a fow packages of cigarettes and a notebook. The Army ls supposeé to
provide everything and 1'll just have to put in my electric razor in
the last minute and 1 shall be ready. Mom 1s golng to send my
¢lothes to the oleaners and then she will pack them away in moth balls.
She hasn't sald much about my induction except that 1t was my duty to
go even though she wished I did not have to go. £he 1ls worrleé that
the strenuous 1life in the Army will be too hard for me! Che suggests
that I try to get a desk job, I sald that I wouldn't have any cholce
in the metter and that if 10,000,000 other fellows coulé take 1t, I
suppose I ooglg come out in falr physical condition,

I rfieé Lﬁhgittlo things about the house all evenling. The
fFight will arrive on Wednesday or Thuwsday but I won't have much
time to paint up the dressers, I may be able to help in unpacking a
bit. a8 soon as this freight arrives, the househcld will be practi-
cally complete end it will be nmuch more settled. Then Bette will be
able to get down to her studying in earnest, ©he d1d study for a
gouple of hours thie evening but complained that her eyes hurt. It
is going to be a very éiffiocult .assignment for her to pass her exam-
ination and time 18 going by rapidly. I suggested again that she
should quit her job at the end ofrfhe month and really get down to
business and study for the next couple of weeks, Bette la just as
anxious to pass because she wants to do her second year bery badly.
She thinks thot she got a 5¢ an hour ralse at her job but she 18 not
sure,

Marikoon Saturday night
How rumor start: I told/Max that Jack might be 3¥¥ drafted soon,

On Sunday Mariko told Mom that she thought Jack was in the Army al=-
ready. This evening Mom tells me that Jack is in the Army because

Mariko told her, The next thing we will hear, says Tom, is that Jack
18 overseas.
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I rushed through my work today and finally got the last case
dlotnted! It took me the rest of the afternocon to finish up the
packing, The only incomplete work now is the index and Luise will
finish thet up after I lesnve. Loulse 18 indefinite about her future
work plans but she wms saying something about loaning her car to her
sister to go to New York, “he might go to New York too for a vaca~
tion after Frank returns from Berkeley. ©She said she mlght even re-
main there 1s work opportunity develops. Her brother-in-law does a
comic strip, "Miki", which appears in about 17 newspapers over the
country. At one time most of her fam!ly was here in Chlcago, but
they are scattered quite a bit now, It was a lucky thing for us

that she remained as long ae she did becnuse it would have been dif-

fioult to breask in a new secraetary at the last moment.s It's a relief

1o get everything out of the way, and my remaining two daye will be
spent in cleaning up personal business. I 8till have to go to the
office one more time in order to type up my last dally entry.

There has been quite a LAt of news in the papers about the atomic
bombs and it 1s reported to have destroyed two=-thirde of a city. The
full horror of war's destructiveness is not being realized by the
public and there is a greet deal of varled reaction to the use of the
new bomb, I hope that there will not be another war because complete
eities will be wiped out the next time war breaks x out. Ve are
supposed to be a ce¢ivilized world, but people accept such bombings in
a casual way because they can't realize the full hmxx horrorof such
a thing. A couple of years ago, there used to be great cries of atro-
e¢ity when a hospital was bombed but now we take the destru:tion of
complete city in an almoat mantter of fact way. If democracy is to be
achieved, we are paying a great price for it and I hope that 1%t works

this time. I think that almost everyone feels that such comple te

8579
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bombings is terrible but we rationalize our guilty consclence by
saying that it 1s war and that Aif we did not do 1t the other natlon
would, I doubt Af Japen can hold out much longer now and the sooner
i1t 18 over, the better it will be for everyone. Japen might stlll be
fanatie enough to try and hold out in the face of inevitable defeat,
but I suspect that there might be some sort of mass uprising when
more and more oities are destroyed. Mom is hoping that the wsr might
be over before my date of induction, but that wouldn't make any dif-
ference as the Army would still continue® to draft for occupational
purposes, I certainly hope that the war does not last much longer so
that the reconstruction perilod can really begin,

Mom 18 not feeling good today and she went to bed qulte early.
She wae tired out and she had a headache. GShe thought that 1t was
the weather, but I suspeet that it 1s still the part of her general
i11lness becsuse she certainly i1s not in full heslth by any means. 1
think that her going out on Sunday wae a little too much for her, and
I plan to ask Mariko not to engage Nom in any strenuous activitles
hereafter,

Bette was quite alarmed this evening because of the letter which
gshe received from the University. The re-examinations are glven on
“ept. 5 and 9 and she has to pass them before she will be permitted
to enroll for the fall teran, Bette decided immediately that she
would quit her job tomorrow and spendl the next 3 weeks studying full
time. 0Ohe thought that she would be able to work 3 more weeks after
the re-examinption becsuse the fallt erm doesn't start until Cctober.
It is going to be a tough struggle for her to catch up and cram down

all of the necessary data and Bette 1s very worrled ghout it. I was

busy 8ll evening doing little tasks, I'll probably be busy right up

to the last minute becsuse the f reight has to be unlonded yet. I
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am so busy that I haven't had an opportunity to become curious about
Arny life, I'm just anxious that I won't be rejected at the last
minute for unknown reasons, I haven't told very many people that I
am lenving because 1t 1s always awkward to say good-bye, but the nevws
seams to have gotten around a little, and acme of them have stopped
me to say good-bye. Actually, I should go around and say the good-
byes myself, but I'm just too busy. I guess that the new chapter in
my 1ife will have to walt until Friday. The resettlement phase has
been very s usccessful es far as I am concerned. The whole evacuation
story will soon be completed when the comps close, GSome of the cen=-
ters are sending out special trains to return to the Coasst. The "HA
believes that this will be a henvy month for resettlement hHecause
many of the parents will want to get thelr children out in time for
the opening of school. I saw & notlcece in the paper which ssid that
Manzanar might be purchased by the Ctate of California in order to
take care of the 2000 indigents (Japanes=) from Los Angeles county.
That's not elosing canp at all because it is merely traneferring the
adninlstration to less qualified hands, If such a thing is done,
then the remainder of the centers éhould also be kept copen, and fi-
nanced by state and federal funds,

Some lady, Karon Kehoe had written a book "City in the Sun”
which 18 about her experiences at Gila. The book won the Podd Meade
Cos national intercollegiate fellowshilp and it will be published
next spring., I suppose that more and more volumes will come out

about the evacustion from now on,
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2130 P.M,

It has been a very busy day for me so far, I started out for
the office at 8 o'clock but I dildn't get here until just nows I had
to go downtown 1in order to get Bill MeKee to have his stntement re-
garding my support of the family notarized. Bill 1s on a vacatdon
until September so Mr, Morgenthau had the statement retvped and he
went to get 1t notarlzed, I stopped in at the Five and Ten to buy
some moth balls before I went on to the office, but I ran into
Mariko. ©She wae out job hunting, ©She said that she had a job lined
up with the Laymen's misslionary group but she waen't sure whether
she would take it or not. "They are offering me #30 a week and I
only have to work 40 hours, It sounds like a very good job and I am
connidering it becsuse I don't think thet I can get §35 anymore, The
USES has told me that work 1s slacking off in the defense plants so
that more secretaries are availsble., I don't take any dictation at
all so I have to look arounéd for a clerical job, Office workers do
not have a Unlon to keep thelr wages up so many of the en ployers
cutting down the hourly rates.

"I tried to gt unemployment compensation but my former boss
ruined that for me, When the USES checked up, he told them that I
was fired because I came in to work 15 minutes late every day and he
snld that I took 5 or 10 minutes off every hour to go to the waah

room, Then he also sald I avolded doing certain filing work because
I éién't 1like it, anéd that I was slways fighting with the 2 girls
downeteirs, He 18 a big liar hecnuse I wasn't fired at all., I eaid
to the USES man that if I had been fired, the company would not have
gilven me a vneation with pay. I saild that the whole csuse of our dis-
agreement in the office was because I didn't get along With urs,

Rosenfeld the supervisor anéd he had it in for me so that's why he sald
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all those things about me. I think that the USES man believes my
side of the story. I would only have received §14,50 a week for un-
employment compensation anyway because my job with the salvation

arny didn't count since they dor not deduct for social security from

religious organizations, The !iseil girl who works at the USES told

me that it was better for me to get a jJob covered by soclal security
because next year jobs would be even scarcer. That's why I'f not
quite sure about the job with the missionary publishing groupe 1
haven't declded yet whether I will take 1t, but it will be convenient
8ince the dffice is located in the Loop and I can do my food shopping
durl ng the noonhour in the downtown stores. The USES just can't seem
to find a eimilar job as I held before, I've heen out of work for 6
weeke now and I have to get a job soon because (George needs my help.
His work has heen cut down to 40 hours so he doeesn't get paid nearly
as much as before, After I get working, 1t won't he any problem at
all for me to contribute the 25 a month to the famlily. I'll take it
out of my bank account this month,"

Mariko was quite anxious about getting the couch delivered be-
éause she ssid Toshle wanted 1t out of her house as soon as possible.
I told her that I wps wery rushed and I couldn't poseibly go over to
help, “he got 2 1little excited and ssild that after all it was for my
benefit so in order to c¢alm her down I psked her to phone Bob snd make
new arrangements for its delivery. Luck was with me because Bob said
that he couldn't get a man to go over there wibh a bdruck until next
“aturday., Mariko deciced to have George help in that case as he does
not have to work that day. I toléd Mariko that Mom had not been feel-
ing well since her activities last Sunday, and Mariko sald st would
not have Mom run sround anymore, S“he was quite relievec that thils

formal visit with Mrs, Takl was now sccomplished, and she hopes that
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Mrs, Tski was satisfied in having this vinlt conducted smxh accord-
ing to her interpretation of the formal cubtom. I told Mariko that
the next time to hell with Mrs., Taki because Mom's health was more
inportant, Mariko agreed but she sald she only insisted upon it for
the firet time because CGeorge might have made it unpleasant for her.
She sald that George did not llke the way in which she had referred
to his family in an unfavorable way so much and that's why he wanted
to follow the Japanese custom in this matter. ‘ctually Yom and the
rest of us are m innocent bystanders in the struggle between Mnrriko
and Mrs, T. Those two get along now, but there still 1s that conflict
situntion which doesn't come out into the open too much, Mrs, Taki
had outwardly "accepted" Mariko as good enough for her son. Mom's
comment 18 that Mrs, Takl looks llke an oclder version of Marliko and
maybe that's why those two don't @et along.

Uariko's comment regarding the atomic bombing of Hirodch ina:
(we s~w the headlines about how two-thirds of the elty had vanished
and that there were over 150,000 dead) "Isn't that terrible,/ It
ian't because it happens to be a Japanese city which 1s bombeds I
would feel the same way no matter what ol ty in the world was des-
troyed in this manner, George didn't want me to read the paper last
night becruse he knew that I would get dlsturbeq I read the news
acoount anywsy and I couldn't sleep besause thoughts about how ter=-
rible how war was troubled my mind, I don't know what this world is
coming to, but they can't have wars like thils anymore, Japean should
be smart and give up right away. I feel sorry for a lot of those
Iasel who have relatives in Hiroshima ken because they probably lost

most of them when that bomb exploded., It's hard to concelve of one

bomb ereating that much déstruction, Too bad that it isn't put to

more useful services, but I suppose that we have to pay a price for
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sclentific advancement, It'es a pretty stiff price though.,"

The stomic bomb wps largely developed might here on the campus,
in the buildings down the street. For the past 2 years there have
been guards on these bulldings and I never knew the reasons for that.
I suspect that many humanitarimmy groups are going tor alse a protest
at the mass execution of women and children. That one bomb more than
repays the sneak gttack on Pearl Harbor and Japan had bebter call it
quits pretty soon or there won't bem any more Japs left on this eathh,
Tt's still pretty hard to even coneelve of one bomb doing that much
demage, mt it is no longer a fantastlic Buck Hogerlish dream because
it mctually happened, All of the newspepers are carrying many stories
nbout this newest war weapon, It 18 the secret weapon of the war and
something far beyond our imagination.

after we got through sipping our cokes, I declded to buy the
moth balls but Mariko pointed out ‘hings here and there that we need-
ed 8o I anded up with a whole armful of stuff, I bought a potted
plant to give Mom and to pq&/gg the built-in table which Mariko
wanted me to tear out of our living room. Now I have an e xcuse for
not doing thats I had to stop off home to leave these purchases
there, and I was greeted with the news that the frelght man had come
but he refused to bring the 20 ecrates upstairs, He sald that the
company only delivered to the sidewalk., He told ilom that he would
hire a man for 43 to help him bring 1t upstailrs but Mom refused to do
this. ~he had been instructed by the "RA not to pay n eent for the
freight delivery., Ohe sent the man away and I was grently upset be-
cause I thought that she should have known enough to pay the £3 be~
snuse of the time it saved and furthermore I coulén't bring that stuff
up ayself anyway. I went down immediately to check upwith the Tréfaht

company as to when they could delivery the frelght agalin. I was
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shifted © about 8 different sub offices hefore I got any satlsfact-
ion, The sgent finallyt old me that the freight coulé not be deli-
vered for several more days becasuse it was not accgpted the first
time, They saléd there would be an additional cherge on 1it. I told
him that I wes to be inducted on Friday so I was anxious to have the
freight delivered immediately. The agent changed his tune right away
and he became very cordial and friendly. He went to a great deal of
trouble to try and locate the truck driver who had our feélght but he
found that the truck was way on the other side of the city. He then
made plans to have it come tomorrow morning and he tolé me to be sure
to be there as the company could not send 1t out sgain without addi-
tional charges, Thus, the faet that I am sbout to be inducted has
paid its firset dividends, I hope that there is no further delay altho
it will be a problem to carry all that stuff upstairs, I guess I
shouldn't have been so irritated because 3 1s s lot of money to Mom
and she thought she was being cheasted. The freight company only de-
livers to the didewalk in front of the house now because of the labor
ghortare,

¥iyako 1s walting for me in the offlce now because I have to
take her bike riding so I will be leaving here in & few minutes. Tom
wants me to take him to Riverview tonight, but 1t dependas on the
state of my wearriness! He stillwants to go swimming tomorrow, and I
mizht do that if the freight arrives. All of the office work is now
cleared up and I have a cleap oonsclence about that., Loulse will take
care of shipping of some of my material to Berkeley end the Rest will
he left here for Fpank to send to my house after he gets ready to

¢close the offilce.

t
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While we were out bike riding, we saw the headlines:"iuss Yo
to War Ag:inst the Ja,s". It was effective at 4:00 pm. With the
atomic bomb and Hussia in the war, it should mean an early end to
the Japanese war. I don't see how Yapan can hold out now, and *
wouldn't be surprised to hear of an unconditional surrender at
time. Mom still hopes that this will mean 4 won t go into the
but there isn't any possibility of that. Maybe this Hussia
declaration will be the excuse Japan needs to quit fighting as they
cuald save face by sayling that further fighting s useless bocause
the whole world is ag inst them. But the Allliecs sho 14 insist upon
the pemoval of th: Emperor, but they probably will keep that system
in because of the desire to malntain the status quo, especially in
view of the fact that Russia's position in the Urient 1s goling to
be very powerful from now One Japmanwon'b be in any position to
make a last stand in Manchuria with the Russian Apmy at the back doors
and Japan can't take very many of those atomiic bombse. It's still
nard to concelive=-one bomb distroylng 60% of a city and an
estimated 100,000 or 150,00 people. That 1s slaughterd I don't
m nd going into the Army one bit, but if the war ends I won't feel
gad elther. Maybe the aArmy #4111 tighten its physleal requirements

nw that there isn't such a need for men. I hope thas I won't

get rejected for any vhysic.l reasons thoughe

{
L« S41
Miyako %nd'l went on a long bike ride this afternoon-=all the

way dJdown to 90th street. We came back along the Lake shore, and
M1, ako enjoyed the experienoe~very much. + couldn't even tire her
oute We walked home afterwards in order to look at some of the
nice homes in the residential districts Sample of Miyako's

conversation:"ihe other night 1 went to Mariko's and when she
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took mom to see Mrs, Taki, I listened to the radio. The e was
some symphony music playing so 4 closed my eyes and dreameda
pleture of it. Hay, I bet that 1s a haunted housel Oh yes, in my
dream I saw fairies in pink skirts and they were dancing. There
was some powder blue clouds in the ekies and they came floating
bye ALl of a sudden, some black dirty clouds came. 4hat was then
the music got loude Gee, I'd like to live in that house. But I
like our place too. The black couldd were chased away by some
angedd and then they joined hands with the falries and danced.
That's when the music ended. Isn't that the street where you used to
live?" Miyako seems to enjoy all the sights so that it xilsn't very
hard to entertaln her. For the first time, + noticed a lot of
things about Chiecago which I had never pald any attentlon to befare
Mj,ako _olnted them oute Like the desl _ns in the eemetary.

Miyako still wanted to go to the amusement center at Riverview
‘ark on the North Side, but we didn't get through dinner uni 1
about 8 so that it was too late. Tom was very disappointed because

he sald that he hadn't had much fun out here yet, and Miyako got

to do more things that he did. He wanted to go to Riverview, so 1

gave him the cholece of golng this evening or else coming home early
tomorrow to go to the Beache By the time he got to a declsion, 1t was
A330 and then Mom, etec discouraged them from goling to hiverview.
Betie s ald that it closed at 10:30. I still wart ed to take them,

but they were talked out of it. It was also too late to go to

a movie. 1 sald that they could go to the Beach on sunday, but

Tom said that he wanted to go swimming with a boy, and not Miyakol
Poor Tom gets gyped out of everything. He said that the boss did

not like him to take so many days off from work, so he felt that

he should not gqult early tomorrow or else he might get fired. How-

ever, Tom added that he was in very good terms with the boss:"He
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bawled me out for not tellins him beforehand that 4 wasn't coming
to work so * told him that 1 didn't know a week in adwnce when I
was golng to get sick. I thought sure he would fire me, but he
patted me on the back, and he sald,'I like boyswith spirit.Co
on back to work.' But I don't think that I should take anyme e
days off Just to go swimm'ng. I'll go with my ceaucasian f riend on
Sat. affernoon after we get through worke He hus a date with his
girl friend every sunday; he's only 16 too."

smiko was home thisevening for dinner as she 1s on a new
nursin.schedule. S8l said that she heard rumors that Cadet nursing
was closing uy so that there would not be any more clascrcs. She
also told us about the chances for Mom getting Service care there
becsause she (emiko) is a student there. Most of the time at
dinner, “miko was telling us about the vulgar nurse out there
who had both breasts amputated because of cancer so she goes
around saying, "Look, I have no tittiesl" “miko has a boll on
her thigh and she sald that an interne had to doctor her, and
this wus quite embarrasing decause she has gone out to the park
on walks with him and that she knows him well on & soclal basis.
Emiko said she was on a diet, but she let it go today as she
ate enouzh tofeed three ordinary nurgses=--l1ike Yol I guess she
enjoys mom's cooking too. She took Miyako buck to the hospltal
to st.y overnight. Miyako got sll excited and she acted as 1f she

were zoinz ona s8lx weeks trip.She had to change her clothes, pnck

4 bag, and even include a towel. Then she went around and sald

good bye to all of us. It was 80 amusing.

Bette quit her job today and she will go to the university to-
morrow to find sut about her examse. She is determined to go to
school somewhere, oven 1f she has to transfer. 1 think she might

-,ass the reexaminations if she crams nite and day for the rest of
this month.
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Midnight, and at last it 1squiet around here. It has been a
hectic day. Instead of loafing around and taking it easy, I worked
and worked! The freight came early this morning, and the driver
refused to bring 1t upstairs. I couldn't find anyone to help me so
L started to carry those big erates upstairs by myself. Bette took
the 1ittl  ones, and we had quite a tussle., Bette said that it
looked like th- boxes were golng up the stairs by themselfes as
I eould hardly be seen undermeath. Some of those boxes weighed a
couple of hundred pounds, but it wasn't so hard once I got them
on my cke I learned the trick from the moving man man who
brought our stuff over here the last time. Mom was so surprised
that I could earry the heavy boxes and she had to tell svoryone

how stronz I was}y I wae ready to fold up by the time the. last

o the 20 boxes wera upstalrs, They certainly did bring a | ot

of thin: s from camp.

It took the rest of the day to unpack, and th- house 1s in
a mess now, but we sot all of the boxes empiled out. The dressers
.ere banged around considerably so _ had to fix them up. Then I
decided to paint them at tho last minute, and that took another
hour. After dinner, more straightening emt. I still have to finish
my packing before 1 gok but that is no problems Our flat lobks
very much mor: imppoved, and 1t looks nice. In a couple of days
more thin:s will be in order, but mom has a lot of work in making
curtains,etce. The sewin: machine arrived in good condition even
though 1 almost dropped it while carrying it up the stalrs on
my backs

Bette grabbed the good things for her room before anyonex
else had = chance to speak up, so that her den looks first rate

and very collegiate. It will be quite a blow to her if she does
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not get a dmitiod into the Universitye Miyako is still puttering
around gettingz her things fixed up, and she is quite proud of
her little dresser. She seems to have an artistic abllity about
her; I looked at some of her drawlngs and they were pret ty good.
I didn't know that she drew much. “om istheor han" and he gets
the left over things, but he has a lot of ldeas ebout how he 1is
going to fix his den up-=-and he do-sn't want any advise, He has
all the tools that he needs now that the rest of the things came
from campe i

It has been hectlc gottihg the pl.ce fixed up, but none of
us minded it too much because 1twas for our benefit, Without a
doubt, it is the best house in which the family has ever lived, and
even Mariko 1s envious of our setupe Mom brought a lot of soap
and other odds and ends from camp which will really come in handye
A lot of junk ecame too, but mot as much as + expected.

imiko brought Miyako back with her., She was going to go
right back to the hospital to study, but decided to stay when
she found out that we were going to have a deliclous dinner,She
gald that all she gets over there 1s bolled liver and thin:s like
th.t. But she also said that she was gaining weight every time
she comes over here. Bette sald that she thought surc she had
lost five pounds from hauling all that stuff up the stairs this

morning, but when she ran down to the corner drug stoee to get

on the scales, she found out that she had gained 3 pounda£:>

Mom cooked a speclal dinner tonight--steak and"0-sushi" and
we ate and ate. It was so good, Mom was Vvery pleased to hear the
gompliments about her cooking, and she sald that she was worried
for a while that she had far gotten how to cook after being in
camp for three yjeams. Sho sald that she was not interested in

taking an outside Job now because she had so much to do around the
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houses {Now that Bette has quit her jJjob, the work sho ld be a

bit easicr for hore + went over finances for the last time with
her this evening, ani put separate amounts of money in different
envelopes 80 'hat bills could be paid on time. 1 think that they
will be able to manage if the allotment is §79 as there will be
additlional income from Jack and Mariko, [ told Miyako to take $l

a week from my b nk adéound for her allowance, and gave her a

few more dollars to put into her account. + have been g'ving her
all my pennies, and that adds u, to about 150 a em week because of
all the taxes and street car fates.

Mariko andGeorge came over about 10:00, but L was too Dbusy to

talk to them muoh.(iérlko did mention that she would giveMom

the $25 for this month, as shc would take 1t out of her bank
acsount. She did not tuke the job with the church group so she 18
still hunting for a new job;> Most of the time she was here, she
was fussing around with the arrangement of the furniture, 4 told
mom this afternoon that she could not hang the plecture of Jesus up
in the front room, and she took i1t literally so shc was a little
worried when Mariko suggested that it be placed in the bedroom. 1
really don't oare where she hangs 1t; I was just teasing her,

Mom has plectures of every member of the family anl Bhey are

nicely framed.”he wanted to put them in the living room, but 1
thought that would make us ©o00 conceited so persuafled her to

put them in anoth r room} If those picttrees xmmia were placed

in the living room, itwould scuare any fisiters out! Mom is

proud of those plectures. She is going to hang pop's honorable
discherge certificate from the U.S, Navy by the Flag. Mom doesn't
geem to be overly concerned about Japan's impending defeat { the

second elty was atom bombed today and Kussla marched into Man=-

ecturia) as she feels that 1. is inevitable and the might of the
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U.S8. cannot be sto,pede I suppose she feels sympathy for the Jap-
an-se people, but she isn'$ much concerned with politics and she
doesn't like war anyway. She has some funny ideas on other

things though. For example, she thinks that Filipénoes have
something 1n thel blood which makes them too emotional and un<
stables ‘hat is why she eannot reconcile herself to an acceptance
of Dolores. When Bette asked her why she did not hang Jack's and
Dolores picture up with the rest, mom sald that she didn't want to.
She has told her friends in ¢ mp th&t Jack married a "Spanish" girl.
Betéeand I got after her and told her that she should not hold

e rrow race views. 1 sald that I would hand my copy of Jack's and
Dolores wedding plcture up, and th:t none of us were ashamed of

his marriage--in fact, quite proud of 1t, Mom just refused to
comment any further, Bette sald she should judge every person as
tndividuals and comments about bein; "stingylike Jew" etec was

not nice because it would encourage fom and Miyako to say such
thin s without kmowing the rexson whye Bette will have to keep

on workin: on Mom, as itis hard for an older person to change life=
long wiews and attitudes. MOm 1s more tolerant than most tssel
ladles, but there still 1s & bit of the prejudice in her, We would
like to seec it completely eradicated by education, and . have asked
Bette to work on her in order to get her accepting of Dolores since
ghe is a daughter=-in-law., Mom usually agrees with things 1 say
because L am supposed to be 8O "educated" but I want her to accept

these ldeas with understanding. In general, Mom never 8says anything

pad about other raclal groups, but she sometimes belleves stereotyped

stordes sbout them. 1 think that she is very happy out here, and she
hasn't been In any depressed moods. Coming out here to join her family

seems to have Hone her & lot of z00de 1 hope that she does not

overwork herself as she is inclined to doe Mariko said that she would
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¥ook into the matter of the group hospitalization plan as soon as
possible, + think that Mom looks very well now, but her strength 1ias
not up to «hat it should be. Bette sild that she woild see to it that
mom did not overwork herself about the houset>>

Well, tomorrow morning; I have to wakec up at five and get
inducted into the Army. Bette 1s going to wake me up and she and
Miyako insist upon going down to the inductlion station with me even
though [ h.ve told them that it 1s not necessary. Tom sald that he
was golng to get up early in the morning and go down too, but 4
told him to get his sleep and just go right to worke. He got &
#MxBRxx §37.80 paycheck for last week so he will make his $200
easlily 1f he keeps up the pace.(Bette 1s taking cure of writing
the letters for Tom's and Miyako's transcripta;>Tom said ¢onight

' that he had no intention of quitting school and that I md jumped to

conclusions. He saié)that next gpear he might be in the irmy and

then he would pass me up in rank. I told him that I might not
even go &n as there 1s always the chance of rep ctlion.

Other than that thought, + haven't had the .pmy &n my mind
very much, I hardly thought of it today as I was too busy. It Jus
seems that tomorrow will be another day, and not particularly
exciting. But I think that 4 do feel a certain pride in going into
the service, and I want to very muche If I am accepted, I will
be going in at the tail end of the war, even though I will have
to stay in for a long time as there 1s the occupational worke.
What if the war ended tomorrow! That would certainly make a lot
of poople délerious, and 1 certalnly wouldn't shed any tears of
regrets 1 guess I won't be writing dlary enttedesfor a while, altho
I am taking a book along. It will feel funny to stop the dally entries

after floing it very faithfully for the past three years « <Jhe

Army chapter won't be so lelsurely thoughl Mrs. Wilson sends be;t
wishes.
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+ didn't even go around to say goodbye to my friends, as 1 did not
have the time. It is traditionsl to go out and get drunk the last
night before induction, but I just don't feel much like 1t. I

was golng to take out a certain girl this evening, but I declded
that I was too tired so I didn't phone and make the final arrangements.
The main reason was that 1 didn't hve the moneye. I huve Mom my

last check, and 1 only have §7 to take to the .rmy with me and 1t

is too late to zo to the bank, I don't think that I missed out

on anything, besausc I am going with the reservatlon that the s my
may not want me so that is why I did not maka/gomxpletobreak

from civilian life during t‘his last op ortunity.

I still h ve to bath, shave, read the two newspapers, and glance

hastily through the new issue of Time Mag befors 1 retire for the
‘nizht. Iwion't get too much sleep, and something tells me that
tomo;ZOﬂ will be another trying day. Mom 1s still puttéring ara nd
worrying about my notforgetting anything. She thinks I should

wear a suit to induction in order to make a good impression upon

the offi&frsl I am going very casual, and taking a minimum of

thmg,s) Well, 1 suess this is the last of the civilian life

entries in th diary for a while.




