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November 30, 1981

Dear Dr. Rosalie Wax*

Hii Thanks for the copy of Professor Suzuki*s and 
your reply. It is an interesting paper, but somewhat 
slanted to serve his goal of showing how the 
anthropologists failed except for Professor Opler's 
effort.

Following are some of my impressions of Professor 
Suzuki*s paper*

(1) He appears idealistic - his expectations 
of an anthropologist does not exist because 
that person must be perfect. I wonder if he 
himself has done any field work similar to 
the most trying situation as was done in 
wartime camps. He doesn’t take into considera­
tion the various pressures that must have been 
exerted on the community analyst and other 
researchers. In today’s light, reading the 
memos, books, articles, and other informations 
in a calm and leisurely fashion, one can play 
the “Monday morning quarterback” to its per­
fection.

(2) He criticizes the lack of publication by 
the anthropologists and sociologists, who were 
involved during this period, mainly regarding 
the fact that their works weren't up to the
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standards required for publication. I do not 
believe this to be so, rather the true reason 
is censorship, practiced by the power in 
existence.
For examplei

"American Betrayed" by Morton Grodjpns was 
published after extreme pressures were made by 
others to suppress its publication. (See 
enclosed article which appeared in Pacific 
Citizen, Oct. 23» 1981). Other worthy materials 
were probably denied publication because the 
subject matter reflects unfavorably towards the 
U.S. government and others. One must face the 
fact that censorship exists today and probably 
was stronger in the past especially during 
wartime and immediately after it. And over the 
years, the material loses its interest; or the 
people who were involved go on to other more 
current work, and so we do not see *publications 
of the camp experiences.

(3) He should have personally contacted, if 
they are aapive, all the people*he accuses of 
unethical or undesirable practices before 
publishing to get their versions of that 
period. This is only fair and just. To publish 
accusations without giving the accused the right 
of fair hearing is, to me, a form of "academic 
McCarthyism" and we know what damages it does 
to innocent parties.
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(¿0 The period of war is one of the traumatic 
moments in one's life* War time behavior of 
any individual is quite different than in peace 
time. Therefore, to judge memos, articles, and 
other written materials out of the context of 
wartime situations is to a certain degree 
unfair and academically dishonest. Anthropo­
logists and sociologists are professionals, and 
we expect them to behave to their highest 
standards. But they are people with emotions 
and/or weaknesses, and one must exercise a 
certain amount of compassion.

Following are some of my views on your responses»

(1) Professor Suzuki's writing about you -
right after he writes of Rademaker's unprofessional 
intelligence activities is a cheap journalistic 
technique. To throw you into the same "pot' 
as Rademaker and others who broke all rules 
of confidentiality is unfair and academically 
dishonest.

(2) I might suggest that you should explain 
why you contacted the Department of Justice - 
wasn't it to save a man's life?

(3) It might help to explain why more emphasis 
was placed on policy/politic of camp life 
rather than the other facets of social order 
during the period you were there - was it 
ordered from the top or were people specializing 
in their study?
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(k) I admired your book, because you were 
unafraid to write about certain unsuccessful 
efforts - for we learn more sometimes from 
unsuccessful experiences than from "censored” 
reports of all successful accomplishments. It 
takes a strong character to tell it as you did 
and, it angers me to see someone twist your 
honesty "to prove" his point!



I ,-.;v •  ‘Americans Betray eu . -.• - ;  &,j §§ § Robert Maynard Hutchins |X ] and Freedom of the Press
B y S.G NAKAMURA

One o f th e  ea rlie st books to  come o ff the p ress dealing with the
fyyrain ts o f evacuation o f th e  Japanese A m ericans from  the 
W est C oast o f th e  U nited S tates w as Americans Betrayed (Univ. 
o f C hicago P ress, 1949) by M orton G rodzins, a  U niversity  ofG iicago  p rofessor. H e had  gathered  h is m aterial from  the files
o f th e  U niversity  o f C alifornia w hile he w as doing graduate 
stud ies a t B erkeley. H is firs t parag raph  in  the introduction to  the 
book begins:

“The evacuation of Japanese Americans from the Pacific Coast in the 
'  spring and summer of 1942 was an act without précédait in American

history. It was the first time that the United States Government con­
demned a large group erf people to barbed-wired inclosures. It was the first event in which danger to the nation’s welfare was determined by 
group characteristics rather than by individual guilt It was the first 
program  in which race alone determined whether an American would 
rem ain free or become incarcerated”

P ro fesso r G rodzins w as ab le to  publish h is book, bu t not w ith­
o u t d ifficu lties. T he issue o f controversy  w as pointedly ex­
p lained  in  th e  ed ito rial com m ent in  th e  Chicago T ribune a fte r its 
publication. T he critiq u e  en titled  “P erils To a  F ree  and Respon­
sib le  P ress” ran  as follow s:

“An issue w hich m ay m erit investigation by som e com m ission * 
concerned  w ith  a  fre e  and responsib le p ress has com e up a t the 
U niversity  o f Chicago. W illiam  T. Couch, d irec to r o f the U niver­
sity  P ress, has been d ischarged, and  he says th a t the reason fo r

(ycuii&Lc - 0̂ * “l-
{̂ A<rL) V<£ ̂ 3, $

GRODZINS rnntiniiwl from ftg c  2____________ _
’ h is dism issal is  th a t he w ent ahead w ith th e  publication of a  bode 

w hich C hancellor R obert M. H utchins asked him  to  suppress.
“T his book, Americans Betrayed, a  study o f the politics th a t 

en te red  in to  th e  evacuation o f A m ericans of Japanese ancestry  
fro m  th e  P acific C oast during  W orld W ar II  a t the behest o f the 
R oosevelt A dm inistration and the A rm y, w as w ritten  by M orton 
G rodzins, a  m em ber o f th e  U niversity  o f Chicago faculty. M r. 
C ouch sta te s  th a t M r. H utchins received  a  request from  the 
U n iversity  o f C alifornia th a t th e  book b e  w ithheld from  publica­
tion. M r. G rodzins w ro te  th e  book w hile studying a t th e  Cali­
fo rn ia  institution . .“W hen California voiced objections to  publication o f a  w ork in  
w hich  C alifornians m ig h t feel th a t they  d id  no t ap pear in  the 
m ost fla ttarin g  light, M r. Couch a sse rts  th a t h e  w as sum m oned 
befo re  E rn est G  Colwell, P residen t o f th e  U niversity  o f Chicago. 
M r. Couch quotes M r. Colwell a s  saying th a t In ter-U niversity  
com ity5 w as m ore im portan t than  freedom  of th e  press.

“M r. Couch sta te s  th a t th e  U niversity  o f C alifornia a t firs t 
contest**! th a t i t  had  allow ed M r. G rodzins access to  m aterials 
u sed  in  th e  bock o ily  on h is w ritten  ag reem en t not to  publish i t  
M r. C ouch adds th a t h e  called  upon C alifornia th ree  tim es to  
p roduce such an  ag reem en t, b u t th a t it failed  to  do so, resorting  

, in stead  to  an  appeal to  M r. H utchins. D espite th e  p ressu re, M r. 
C ouch proceeded w ith  publication, stating  th a t the book w as an 
im portant contribution to  public know ledge. H is dism issal even­
tua lly  follow ed.“I t w ill be recalled  th a t th ree  y ea rs  ago (p rio r to  publication), 
D r. H utchins and  a  group consisting, w ith  erne exception, of 
p ro fesso rs, constitu ted  them selves a  com m ission o f inquiry into 
th e  A m erican P ress. T hey received  $200,000 fo r th is purpose

Continued on IfrgeS ,
3 ,  f i S t
n
fro m  H enry  R. L uce (founder and pub lisher o f Life m agazine), 
and  $15,000 fro m  th e  Encyclopaedia B ritannica, w hich is associ­
a ted  w ith  th e  un iversity .“T he H utchins rep o rt, ‘A  F ree  and R esponsible P ress,’ p ro - . 
fessed  to  find  m any fau lts w ith  th e  p ress, contending th a t The 
flow  o f new s an d  opinion’ is  seriously lim ited in the U nited 
S tates. I t  held  th a t, in  th e  process o f selecting  new s, the p ress did 
n o t alw ays p rin t th e  m ost sign ifican t new s, so th a t The d tiz e n is  
no t supplied  th e  inform ation  and  discussion he needs to  dis­
ch arg e  h is responsib ilities to  th e  com m unity.’ I t im plied th a t if 
th e  p re ss  d id  no t m end its  w ays, th e  governm ent m ight be forced 
to  m end them  fo r i t ’ “A pplying D r. H utchins’ own c rite ria  to 
th e  p re ss  erf h is ow n un iversity , its  d irec to r, an d  the book of 
P ro fesso r G rodzins, w e find  th a t h e re  w as a  bode w hich the 
d ire c to r thought w as o f g rea t significance, calculated to  supply 
in form ation  enabling citizens to  d ischarge th e ir responsibilities. 
W e find  th a t strenuous e ffo rts  w ere m ade by D r. H utchins and 
h is ag en ts to  suppress publication, w hich w ould constitu te cen­
so rsh ip  a t th e  source. A nd w e find  th a t, w hen th is failed, the 
d irec to r o f th e  p ress w as sum m arily  dism issed.

“D r. H u tchins thus is  in  th e  position o f having violated every 
canon w hich h e  and h is com m ission established. If  a  new spaper 
p u b lish er had  com m itted such a  succession of crim es against 
th e  freedom  o f th e  p ress, they  w ould have draw n and quartered  
him  H as M r. L uce an o ther $200,000? A com m ission ought to  get 
busy investigating  a t once.”Ed. Note—Grodzin’s book is not about the evacuees but, instead, is a Hinifal raw  history” of the Evacuation which originated with hate- mongers and land-grabbers which in the end involved the civilian gov­ernm ent and the m ilitary establishm ent In PC editor Larry Tajiri s review of the book (July 2, 1949) he notes the important distinctionGrodzins makes. “The Japanese Americans were the immediate victims
but the greater betrayal was that of all the American people”. #
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I made some comments along the way while reading your work.
I hope they may help. Also, I am including the following areas 
you may want to consider to update the post-camp days.

I. Effect of camp experience to the family unit - 
Examples t

iu Dilution of strong parental authority that 
existed during pre-war period substituted by the governmental 
authority? children weren't dependent on their parents for 
food and shelter.

(p) Children going off to college, armed service, or 
work outside the camp causing breakups of family and 
because of financial circumstances, they weren't able to 
return for periodic visits. Thus the separation was more 
or less permanent.

Permanent break-up of family when parents chose 
to return to Japan and their children chose to remain in 
the U.S.

(ij) Many children of families were forced by circum­
stances to make their own way early in life - some as early 
as 1 ^ - 1 5  years of age - that they never were able to regain 
a sense of family relationship or warm sense of security. It 
is similar to what an orphan must feel —  alone.

2. Experiences of harcbhips endured by the camp residents when 
they left camp financially and emotionally destitute. 
Examples 1

Families returning to their home town where their 
former homes and farms were occupied by people who 
replaced them. Many were forced to live in barns,
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shacks, and church basements until they could afford something 
better.

(jbj Families who had to make a new start in unfamiliar 
areas of the country - midwest, east coast, south - 
with no friends to ease their adjustment and to gain 
employment in any job that was available.

Families who went back to war torn Japan where food 
and shelter were very limited, and the children further 
suffered because of language difficulty and cultural 
shock, which made it harder for them to earn a living. They 
struggled and saved enough money to return to U.S. and 
then it took them - almost 10 years or more to gain some 
semblance of normal living.

(slj Those who were kept beyond the normal release from camp 
because the government considered them disloyal. The extra 
stress they had to endure before the government decided 
to release them.

3* How quickly the U.S. government changed their security 
rating when the Korean War started and many ex-camp 
residents either were drafted and many volunteered for 
the armed forces and many served in the military intelli­
gence branches with its highest security clearance I

4. How many former residents of camp kept their experiences 
bottled up within themselves, and not ever relating them 
to their children who were born later. Many related 
their experiences to you for the first time in 40 yearsi 
And many of the unpleasant experiences have been "blanked* 
out" in their mind, and even today, they can't recall 

many incidents which have left them with psychological scars 
which they can’t remember.
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5» How some former residents of camp have never been able to 
cope with their experiences and how it affected them in 
their whole life.

How many were able to rise above their unpleasant experience 
and rejoin the mainstream of society, although it took them 
longer to make it back.

P.S. I think you are doing a tremendous job. I enjoyed reading 
the articles. At times, my mind did not want to return 
to the unpleasant memories, but I feel it*s good to be 
reminded of how far we've come in our lifetime. It makes 
the good times that much more precious I

u f  / / /  %
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March 10, 1982

Dear Dr# Wax,
On the interviewing technique, where I used my 

past POW interrogating technique as an example,I would 
like to clarify it in more detail.

I did not want to leave you with an impression 
that I was suggesting any unethical method on your 
part to gain informations or to break academic &ules 
and regulations. I believe Dr. Suzuki's paper that you 
showed me covered this area of unethical procedures 
which were used in some camps during World War II.
So I am glad and do admire the way you are carefully 
doing your present work.

But I do feel that you cannot limit one's research 
only on what the interviewee wants to talk about. 
Naturally, a person who has suffered pains and bears 
old scars would not wish to bring it out in the open 
again - but if he doesn’t do so, how are we to learn 
or know of it? If we do not bring this aspect of camp 
experience out in the open, there is that danger where 
anyone reading the report may assume that it wasn't 
so bad after all. I don't know how we can gain all the 
above information, but I believe that you are getting 
close to achieving it in some of your interviews.

Sincerely,

John Kara
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jKi Well, when I was in service, we were interrogators. POW’s

and the very primitive way that we practiced our interrogative

procedures, hut we always felt that we could talk ahout the weather

and everything with the POW and they would grin and tell you

everything ahout that* But once vwpsipiwjci we tried to get essential

details of their unit or /tfuruit that we could use, they would

clam up or they won’t say anything. And so we always felt that we

have to break them. What we mean hy breaking them is either get
either

them so emotionally wound up, that they get/angry or they would 

cry or one way or another and they would just shout it at us, 

because they are so mad. And then we would get more or less the 

truth of the situation. Because of the limited time factor, we 

would really have to rush and put them under terrific amount of 

stress and there were periods when..we never killed anyone, but 

if we 2 PW's, we would take 1 out in the back yard and say we 

fooled around enough with you guys, and go outside and shoot a 

pistol in the air* and then say your buddy is in the hole and if 

you want to join them, keep up your misinformation and then we 

would get more information and that’s the kind of stress we 

would put on them to get the truth. And now you can't do the 

same thing..
RWi No, there are many strict regulations about that. I would 

have no..I guess basically I have no desire to have anyone tell 

me anything they don’t wish to tell me, I put it that way,really. 

JKi Oh, I see.
RWi You know, on the other hand there are tremendous academic 

rules and regulations, you know about the unethical behavior.

But anyway, I think I'll have to quit now, but what you’ve told 
me is very enlightening and I'll have your wife type it and if



page 12 § ^39 Joseph Kikuchi

you want to take out any parts, well please do so.

JKt Yeah, but if you have any questions, you could..
RWi As I..when 1 once begin to work and write it up I’ll probably

come with a good more questions.
JKi Yeah, but what I was thinking was, sometime if you make someone 

mad, they would say things..their true feelings and that’s what I 

was wondering if you wanted that type..You don’t like confrontation

type of interview*
RWi (laughs) No, X will not do it, because, how should 1 say,

I feel guilt myself for what the United States has done and I’m not

going to increase it» you see*
jKi I don’t think you should feel that way, that you carry a 

personal guilt*•
RWi Well, it was my country that did it.
JK. Well, the way that I feel is that the people who are responsi­

ble are all gone and so you can’t..
RWi Anyway, I..it's hard to explain..it gets very complex when you 

do field work. Okay. I’ll be talking to you. Thank you so much.

JKt Good bye.

End of interview # **79
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JOHN JOHNSTONE. JR.
»1« PAPIN AVCNUC 

wKssTCM a n o v i i ,  MISSOUHI «311»
5 Juro 1982

Bear John and itikkl,

I finished Rosalie tfax'e Doing Fieldwork a month ago, M i  have 
not rat urn* d It aa Mary la reading It* Flea«« let ua know if you 
want it aoont aa we are thinking seriously of getting a copy of our 
own *» assume It 1« »till available» In&aauoh aa your copy ¿seems to 
have been given in f8|®

With regard to wfa&t 1 «aid in ay earlier letter on ih:l®$ 1 think 
she haa used fictitious names, For obviously, there la not "Hldwest 
University16, no "Cogs City", and looking up in an Indian dictionary 
I find no such entry aa "Thrashing Buffalo5® or "Gokachi*, So, maybe 
she won't be sued for malpractice.

Anyway, It le a most informative book, and I found aa I'; read it 
that I often paused to think awhile about something it brought home 
to aa » which is pari of the reason I took awhile to finish it,

John, about your painful memories of Tule Lake that youf want to 
leave sleeping, 1 wen*^ inquire or comment«-- - -

Right now, and for the past several months, I havt been working 
on a project which haa been taking considerable of my time and atten­
tion, It'll be a great relief when it's finished« Then, jaaybe, I'd 
like to pursue further your offer to loan further reading on the Ja- 
panese-Anerlcan experience.

Again, with appreciation for making this excellent writing known 
to ua, and again with apologies for keeping It so long, I remain

Cordially,|B  /
.¿A-'V-— — ■
John „

;..» ... ,  . " \
F.3,# If I were to say what I liked most about the book, it would bet
It reflects a fine combination of ability, earnestness to get at truth,
and candor with herself - no professional««*, no gobbledegook ‘'covering
up** for the ridiculous things that one must do, especially/ in her trade
while passing from bhe~~»tatwe-«£ rookie* to experience.



June 29 1982

Beta and Nikki Bara 
904 Penny Lane 
Ballwin» MO 63011

Dear John and Nikki:

I do thank you for your kind letter and for sending me the comments by 
Dr. Johnstone. They came at just the right time for now, whenever I feel 
tired or discouraged, I read them. In a fewmminutes I'm happily back at work.

With regard to the question of fictitious names - I was cone nee id about 
th1*? when my book was accepted for publication. I consulted a good lawyer 
and he told me that so long as I was telling the truth I did not need to 
werry about lawsuits. I have had no complaints from any of ay respondents * 
though I was told that in the "Ooga City" library someone has taken my book 

written all the coorect names in the margin( Incidentally» the unscrupu­
lous man I call "Bayard Mayarcfwas later convicted of making illegal contri­
butions to Richard Nixon. Indian friends sent me the dippings.

I*m working very hard on a detailed hisboricAl report. When I finish 
the long report, I hope to write some publishable essays. I feel that more 
people should know how the Japanese Americans felt when the government ordered 
them into the Assembly Centers. I would also hope to write about the bitter 
feeling of injustice which haunts so manh people to this day. I doubt that 
there is anything in printothat is as eloquent and moving as some of the 
things pepple told me in 1981-S2.

I have been reading my notes for the period when people were most hostile 
to the inu. I noticed that at that time the people were just as hostile to the 

who, they thought, were making money illegally at the expense of their 
fellow Japanese Americans. I’m still puzzling over the question - why would 
grafters be as evil as informers?

In closing let me say that my friendship with both of you has been the most 
enjoyable and rewarding thing that has happened to me in the course of this 
research.

With all good wishes,

Rosalie H. Wax


