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November 30, 1981

Dear Dr. Rosalie Wax*

Hii Thanks for the copy of Professor Suzuki*s and
your reply. It is an interesting paper, but somewhat
slanted to serve his goal of showing how the
anthropologists failed except for Professor Opler®s
effort.

Following are some of my impressions of Professor
Suzuki*s paper*

(1) He appears idealistic - his expectations
of an anthropologist does not exist because
that person must be perfect. I wonder if he
himself has done any field work similar to

the most trying situation as was done in
wartime camps. He doesn’t take into considera-
tion the various pressures that must have been
exerted on the community analyst and other
researchers. In today’s light, reading the
memos, books, articles, and other informations
in a calm and leisurely fashion, one can play
the “Monday morning quarterback” to its per-
fection.

(2) He criticizes the lack of publication by
the anthropologists and sociologists, who were
involved during this period, mainly regarding
the fact that their works weren"t up to the



standards required for publication. 1 do not
believe this to be so, rather the true reason
is censorship, practiced by the power in
existence.
For examplei

"American Betrayed"” by Morton Grodjpns was
published after extreme pressures were made by
others to suppress its publication. (See
enclosed article which appeared in Pacific
Citizen, Oct. 23» 1981). Other worthy materials
were probably denied publication because the
subject matter reflects unfavorably towards the
U.S. government and others. One must face the
fact that censorship exists today and probably
was stronger iIn the past especially during
wartime and immediately after it. And over the
years, the material loses its interest; or the
people who were involved go on to other more
current work, and so we do not see *publications
of the camp experiences.

(3 He should have personally contacted, if
they are aapive, all the people*he accuses of
unethical or undesirable practices before
publishing to get their versions of that

period. This i1s only fair and just. To publish
accusations without giving the accused the right
of fair hearing is, to me, a form of "academic
McCarthyism™ and we know what damages it does

to Innocent parties.



(¢c0 The period of war is one of the traumatic
moments in one"s life* War time behavior of
any individual 1is quite different than in peace
time. Therefore, to judge memos, articles, and
other written materials out of the context of
wartime situations is to a certain degree
unfair and academically dishonest. Anthropo-
logists and sociologists are professionals, and
we expect them to behave to their highest
standards. But they are people with emotions
and/or weaknesses, and one must exercise a

certain amount of compassion.
Following are some of my views oOn your responses»

(1) Professor Suzuki®s writing about you -

right after he writes of Rademaker®"s unprofessional
intelligence activities is a cheap journalistic
technique. To throw you into the same "pot*®

as Rademaker and others who broke all rules

of confidentiality is unfair and academically
dishonest.

(2) 1 might suggest that you should explain
why you contacted the Department of Justice -
wasn"t it to save a man"s life?

(3 It might help to explain why more emphasis
was placed on policy/politic of camp life

rather than the other facets of social order
during the period you were there - was it
ordered from the top or were people specializing

in their study?



(k) 1| admired your book, because you were
unafraid to write about certain unsuccessful
efforts - for we learn more sometimes from
unsuccessful experiences than from "censored”
reports of all successful accomplishments. It
takes a strong character to tell it as you did
and, 1t angers me to see someone twist your
honesty 'to prove'" his point!
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‘Americans Betrayeu . DL
Roia nard Hutchins
an reec?gmo he Press

|

By S.G NAKAMURA o
Oneofthe earliesthooksto comeoffthepressdealln%WIththe

Wyraints of evacuation of the Japa;{lese Americans

rom the

estCoastofthe United Stateswas Americans Betrayed (Univ,

Wliaicano fress; e po M
of Epe Unlvemg of .C?llfornla Whl|%
eley. Hisfirstparagrap

studiesatBer
bogk begins:
“Theev

emn

I’OUP

rogram In whici

g
The evacuation of Japanese Americans from the Pagific Coastin the
prin an(fl sumrHero%f%%wsan ctwano g reecegC
émto% It was the first mggﬂwat tﬁgrlyerg]jlt\?v IrﬁEates

characteristics ra ggrt thtaﬁ atl?nn ?v\fvfl ?reuvﬁ%slt?/\t/%rsmtf]nee?irfv
P]race,aonedeter inegwgeﬂ\egr (S
remain free or become incarcerated”

Irst GVd ﬁtl?ﬁ%ﬁé%uga%?r

r%gt?nqzalpesfi%%MFSe;%g;
e was doing graduate
mtheamtrodugctPontot g

altin American
overnment can-

{0 Inclosures. 1t was,the

an American wou

Professor Grodzinswas able to publish his book, butnotwith-
out difficulties. The Issue of controversy was pointedly ex-
plained in the editorial commentin the Chicago Tribune after its
publication. The crltlﬂue entitled “Perils Tod Free and Respon-

sible Press” ran as fo

ows:
“Anissuewhich may merit inves_tiq
concerned with a free’and responsible

ation by some commission *
resshas come up atthe

University of Chicago, W illiam T.Coucﬁ,directorofthe niver-
sity Press, has been'discharged, and he saysthat the reason for

Gaiiiglc
{MA<r)

GRODZINS mntinidfromftge2

his dismissal i thath%wentaheadwlth the puhlication of a bode
which ChancellorRobert M. Hutchjns asked him to suppress,
“This book, Americans Betrayed, a study of the politics that
entered nto the evacuation of Americans ofJaPanese ancestry
from the Pauflc_Coast_durm%WorIdWarII atthe behestofthe
RooseveltAdministration and the Army,waswritten by Morton
Grodzins, a member of the University of Chicago faculty. Mr.
Coych states that Mr, Hutchins recelved a reguest from the
University of California thatthe book he withheld from ;r)]ubllca-
tion. Mr. Grodzins wrote the book while studying at the Call-

forpia institution. . . i L .

[{_]Nahen _aﬁf%,rnlavo,lcedobjectlonstopubllcatlonofawprkm
which Californians might feel that they did not appear in the
most flattaring light, Mr. Couch asserts'thathe was summoned
before ErnestG Colwell, Presidentofthe University of Chicago.
M'r. Couch quotes Mr. Colwell as saying that Inter-University
com|t¥5wasmore|mportantthanf_reedomofthe?ress_. _

“MT. Couch states'that the University of California at first
contest**! that it had allowed Mr. Grodzins access to materials
used in the bock oily on his written agreementnotto publish it
Mr. Couch adds that he called uHon_CaIJforma three times to
produce suchan agreement, butthatit failed to do so, resorting
Instead to an appeal to M. Hutchins, Despite the pressure, MT.
Couch procee e_gwnhEubllc?,tlon,statm that the book
Important contributionto public knowled

00k was an
ort ! e. His dismissal even-
tuglly followed. . o
a‘l%’m”%,e recalled that three years ago (prior to publication)
Dr. Hutchins and a %roup copisisting, with eme exceptjon, of
?rofessors,,constltute themselvesa commission of nquiry into
he American Press. They received $200,000 for this purpose

o~ 3, fiSt
V<EN3, $n

Continuedon IfrgeS

from Henry R. Luce gounderand_pub!ishe[ofLifemagazine),
and $15,000from the Encyclopaedia Britannica, which 1sassoci-

ated with the university. .
e“ere V-Iu_tchms rep(}/rt ‘A Free and Responsible Press,” pro-.
fessed to find many faults with the press, conten_dm% that The
flow of news and opinion’ s seriously [imited in the United
States. Itheld that, inthe process ofselecting news,the pressdid
notalwaysprintthe mostsignificantnews, sothat Thedtizenis
not supﬁhed the information and discussion he needs to dis-
charge nis responsibilities to thecommunlty.’ltlmﬁlled that If
thepressd|dnotm_end|tswaYs,the overnmentmighthe forced
to mend them for it “Applying Dr. Hutchins’ own criteria to
the Press erf his own university; its director, and the hook of
Professor Grodzins, we find tifat here was a bode which the
dlrectort_houghtwasofgreatm%mflcance,cal_culatedto_ suppl
information enabling citizens todischarge their responsibilities,
We find that strenuous efforts were made by Dr. Hutchins and
his agents to suppress publication, which would constitute cen-
aorshtm atftttﬂ]e source. And we fmld éhat,_whgn this failed, the
irector ofthe presswas summarily dismjssed. .
%r H u_tchers thus Is In tﬂ]e poslellon or?havmg violated every
canopwhichhe and his commission established; If a newspapér
Publlsher had committed such a succession of crimes against
he freedom of the press, they would have drawnand quartered
nim HasMr. Luceanother$200,000? A commissionoughtto get

L M
G

butthe greater betrayal wasthatofall the American people”.
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I made some comments along the way while reading your work.
I hope they may help. Also, 1 am including the following areas
you may want to consider to update the post-camp days.

I. Effect of camp experience to the family unit -
Examples t
iu Dilution of strong parental authority that
existed during pre-war period substituted by the governmental
authority? children weren"t dependent on their parents for
food and shelter.

® Children going off to college, armed service, or
work outside the camp causing breakups of family and
because of financial circumstances, they weren"t able to
return for periodic visits. Thus the separation was more
or less permanent.

Permanent break-up of Ffamily when parents chose
to return to Japan and their children chose to remain 1in
the U.S.

@GP Many children of families were forced by circum-
stances to make their own way early in life - some as early
as 1~-15 years of age - that they never were able to regain
a sense of family relationship or warm sense of security. It
is similar to what an orphan must feel — alone.

2. Experiences of harcbhips endured by the camp residents when
they left camp financially and emotionally destitute.
Examples 1

Families returning to their home town where their
former homes and farms were occupied by people who
replaced them. Many were forced to live in barns,



shacks, and church basements until they could afford something
better.

(gbj Families who had to make a new start in unfamiliar
areas of the country - midwest, east coast, south -
with no friends to ease their adjustment and to gain
employment in any job that was available.

Families who went back to war torn Japan where food
and shelter were very limited, and the children further
suffered because of language difficulty and cultural
shock, which made it harder for them to earn a living. They
struggled and saved enough money to return to U.S. and
then it took them - almost 10 years or more to gain some
semblance of normal living.

dj Those who were kept beyond the normal release from camp
because the government considered them disloyal. The extra
stress they had to endure before the government decided

to release them.

3* How quickly the U.S. government changed their security
rating when the Korean War started and many ex-camp
residents either were drafted and many volunteered for
the armed forces and many served in the military intelli-
gence branches with its highest security clearance l

4. How many former residents of camp kept their experiences
bottled up within themselves, and not ever relating them
to their children who were born later. Many related
their experiences to you for the Ffirst time iIn 40 yearsi
And many of the unpleasant experiences have been "blanked*
out”™ in their mind, and even today, they can"t recall

many incidents which have left them with psychological scars
which they can’t remember.



5> How some former residents of camp have never been able to
cope with their experiences and how it affected them in

their whole life.

How many were able to rise above their unpleasant experience
and rejoin the mainstream of society, although it took them
longer to make it back.

P.S. I think you are doing a tremendous job. I enjoyed reading
the articles. At times, my mind did not want to return
to the unpleasant memories, but 1 feel i1t*s good to be
reminded of how far we“ve come in our lifetime. It makes
the good times that much more precious |

uflil %
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March 10, 1982

Dear Dr# Wax,

On the interviewing technique, where 1 used my
past POW interrogating technique as an example,l would
like to clarify it in more detail.

I did not want to leave you with an impression
that 1 was suggesting any unethical method on your
part to gain informations or to break academic &ules
and regulations. 1 believe Dr. Suzuki®s paper that you
showed me covered this area of unethical procedures
which were used in some camps during World War 1I.

So I am glad and do admire the way you are carefully
doing your present work.

But 1 do feel that you cannot limit one"s research
only on what the interviewee wants to talk about.
Naturally, a person who has suffered pains and bears
old scars would not wish to bring it out in the open
again - but if he doesn’t do so, how are we to learn
or know of it? If we do not bring this aspect of camp
experience out in the open, there is that danger where
anyone reading the report may assume that it wasn"t
so bad after all. I don"t know how we can gain all the
above information, but I believe that you are getting
close to achieving it in some of your interviews.

Sincerely,

John Kara



(I
page 11 # 383 *Joseph Kikuchi

JKi Well, when I was in service, we were iInterrogators. POW’s
and the very primitive way that we practiced our interrogative
procedures, hut we always felt that we could talk ahout the weather
and everything with the POW and they would grin and tell you
everything ahout that* But once wpsipwjci we tried to get essential
details of their unit or /duuit that we could use, they would

clam up or they won’t say anything. And so we always felt that we
have to break them. What we mean hy breaking_%ﬂem is either get
them so emotionally wound up, that they getlzagrsror they would
cry or one way or another and they would just shout it at us,
because they are so mad. And then we would get more or less the
truth of the situation. Because of the limited time factor, we
would really have to rush and put them under terrific amount of
stress and there were periods when..we never killed anyone, but

if we 2 PW"s, we would take 1 out in the back yard and say we
fooled around enough with you guys, and go outside and shoot a
pistol in the air* and then say your buddy is in the hole and if
you want to join them, keep up your misinformation and then we
would get more information and that’s the kind of stress we

would put on them to get the truth. And now you can®t do the

same thing..

RWi  No, there are many strict regulations about that. I would
have no..l guess basically 1 have no desire to have anyone tell

me anything they don’t wish to tell me, | put it that way,really.
JKi Oh, 1 see.

RWi  You know, on the other hand there are tremendous academic
rules and regulations, you know about the unethical behavior.

But anyway, |1 think I1°1l1 have to quit now, but what you’ve told

me is very enlightening and 11l have your wife type i1t and if



page 12 § ~39 Joseph Kikuchi

you want to take out any parts, well please do so.

JKt Yeah, but if you have any questions, you could..

RWi As 1..when 1 once begin to work and write it up 1’1l probably

come with a good more questions.
JKi  Yeah, but what 1 was thinking was, sometime If you make someone
mad, they would say things..their true feelings and that’s what |

was wondering iIf you wanted that type..You don’t like confrontation

type of interview*

RWi (laughs) No, X will not do it, because,
1 feel

how should 1 say,

guilt myself for what the United States has done and 1°m not

going to increase it» you see*

JKi I don’t think you should feel that way, that you carry a

personal guilt*e

RWi Well, it was my country that did it.

JK. Well, the way that 1 feel is that the people who are responsi-

ble are all gone and so you can’t..

RWi  Anyway, l..it"s hard to explain..it gets very complex when you

do field work. Okay. 1’11 be talking to you. Thank you so much.

JKt Good bye.

End of interview # **79
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JOHN JOHNSTONE. JR.
»l« PAPIN AVCNUC
WKssTOM ano v i1, MISSOUHI «311»

5 Juro 1982

Bear John and itikkl,

I finished Rosalie tfax®e Doing Fieldwork a month ago, Mi have
not raturn*d It aa Mary la reading It* Fleax« let ua know if you
want It aoont aa we are thinking seriously of getting a copy of our
own *» assume It 1« »till available» In&aauoh aa your copy ¢seems to
have been given in 18]®

With regard to wfaét 1 «aid in ay earlier letter on ih:I8 1 think
she haa used fictitious names, For obviously, there la not "Hldwest
Universityl, no "Cogs City'", and looking up in an Indian dictionary
I find no such entry aa "Thrashing Buffalo® or '‘Gokachi*, So, maybe
she won"t be sued for malpractice.

Anyway, It le a most informative book, and | found aa F,read it
that 1 often paused to think awhile about something it brought home
to aa » which is pari of the reason 1 took awhile to finish it,

John, about your painful memories of Tule Lake that youfwant to
leave sleeping, 1 wen*” inquire or coment«— - -

Right now, and for the past several months, | havt been working
on a project which haa been taking considerable of my time and atten-
tion, It°ll be a great relief when it"s finished« Then, jaaybe, 1%d
like to pursue further your offer to loan further reading on the Ja-
panese-Anerlcan experience.

Again, with appreciation for making this excellent writing known
to ua, and again with apologies for keeping It so long, 1 remain

Bordiilly,

LA-TV-— —m

John »

> L. , . "\
F.3,# If 1 were to say what 1 liked most about the book, it would bet
It reflects a fine combination of ability, earnestness to get at truth,
and candor with herself - no professional««*, no gobbledegook “covering
y=* for the ridiculous things that one must do, especially/ in her trade
while passing from bhe~~»tatwe-«£ rookie* to experience.



June 29 1982

Beta and Nikki Bara
904 Penny Lane
Ballwin» MO 63011

Dear John and Nikki:

I do thank you for your kind letter and for sending me the comments by
Dr. Johnstone. They came at just the right time for now, whenever 1 Tfeel
tired or discouraged, 1 read them. In a fewmminutes 1°m happily back at work.

With regard to the question of fictitious names - | was coneneeid about
th1*? when my book was accepted for publication. 1 consulted a good lawyer
and he told me that so long as I was telling the truth 1 did not need to
werry about lawsuits. |1 have had no complaints from any of ay respondents *
though I was told that in the "Ooga City" library someone has taken my book

written all the coorect names in the margin( Incidentally» the unscrupu-
lous man I call "Bayard Mayarcfwas later convicted of making illegal contri-
butions to Richard Nixon. Indian friends sent me the dippings.

I*m working very hard on a detailed hisboricAl report. When I finish
the long report, 1 hope to write some publishable essays. 1 feel that more
people should know how the Japanese Americans felt when the government ordered
them into the Assembly Centers. | would also hope to write about the bitter
feeling of injustice which haunts so manh people to this day. |1 doubt that
there is anything in printothat is as eloquent and moving as some of the
things pepple told me in 1981-S2.

I have been reading my notes for the period when people were most hostile

to the inu. 1 noticed that at that time the people were just as hostile to the
who, they thought, were making money illegally at the expense of their
fellow Japanese Americans. I’m still puzzling over the question - why would

grafters be as evil as informers?
In closing let me say that my friendship with both of you has been the most
enjoyable and rewarding thing that has happened to me in the course of this

research.

With all good wishes,

Rosalie H. Wax



