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are typinz just what we went to knowj o2n you tell us what has heppened 7"
The lisutenant gave him an outline of the story, At this moment Capta in
Morse, the commending officer of the company stationed at Rivers, entered,
Gruffly, he asked Wolter whet he wanted., Wolter said, "We just came
to find ovt what happened,”
Morse: "I am responsible to the ﬁﬁh{f Servies Command, I don't report
to the Wra " 2
Wolter: "We understand that, we only wish to know whet happened,"

Morse: "0 don't report to the WRA."

Wolter u fee’ 12t way abot i here is nothing more to be said,"

to patrel Cenal and oms to patrol
chine pun and 1,000 rounds

able to determine,

the hospitels Wolter saw thet he eould do nothing, and returnsd to

the hospital, Hisre he found tWe M.P.s outside of the opsroting
He asked for an explanation of their

waiting for ths glug. After oo

give them the slug and ordercd them to leave,

At 9:30 p. m, Wolter heerd thet the jeeps were inside the camps,
Having Bennett's authority to act, he set out in his esr to tell them
that they must confine their pstrol to the outside of the camp. By
chance , Gordon Brown was with Mr. Wolter when this news camek accompanied
him, and was able t o give me an almost verbatim account of Wolter’s

oonversation with Morse, Wolter met the jeep in Butte st the Internal

Brown hus this conversation directly fror My, Wolter and agsures me it
is 25 accurete as he can meke it, iater I got Wolter’'s own version,

Capte in Morse is not responsible to the

M. P, Meadauarters,
3

In the two days follw ine the shooting T talked to ave irty evaguess,
done of them kncw that the jeeps had been in the camps; several of the
Cancsasians, howeveyr, sew them,




Seour ity Post., He left his car and spoRe to the soldiers, They told him
they were following Captain Morse's orders, Woltsr end Brown set

for Cenal to see Captdin Morse, They met him on the way, Wol!

him to confine his patrols to the outside of the CAmp, C=

became violent, In ir. Wolter's words, he acted like a ravi

He replisd that he was aeting in compliance with the

Ninth Service Command and would report to them that b

of the roads by WRA, He went on to Butts, followed by 2 ‘cep dltay

and Brown followed, Wolter was not able to pursue the v=tter further,
becsause at that moment, 9360, p. m,, he and Brown eaught

fire in thé farm area east of Butte Carp, north of the Canal Butte

Road, Brown and Wolter were the first srrivals at the fire except for the
watehmen and a jeep load of soldiers, Brown turned in the alarm personally
and tolid me¢ he wes quite thrilled, since it was the first time in his

life that he had been first at a big fire.l

[ater, Coptain Morse complied with Wolter's demand and took his

men out of the camp., He 21so cited Wolter to his superior officer,
ocherging him with interfering with the militery in the performance of
their duty,.

Several Caucasians have told me thet planes flew over the camp

; 2 > ) ,
all night, This was also supoosed to heve happened at the time of

1At dinner the night of December 2, Mr. Cross of the Agrioultural Division
told me that the goldiers on the Beep hed kept their meschine guns turned
bpldhe eroud and, "would certeinly heve been glad to let them hove it the
firit wrone move they made," Cross and seversl bther diners appeared

to be strongly in sccord with this attitude, Brown tells me that he

did not notice eny guns turned on the spectotors at the fire, but sincs
he did not stay long it is possible that this occmmred after he left,
Cross hinted thrt the fire wes an eot of sabotege, Mrs., Iuty, sitting
pext to him seid, "I have no doubt about it, I am sure it was sabotage "
I soid to Cross that if he hed even the glightest evidencs of sabotaze, I
would be very glad to put it in my report. ux., Cross beccame embarrassed
and finally seid thot there was nothing he eculd put his fingers on,

fout he had his suspicions.”

o

“on the morning of December 7, I observed 6 planes maneuver ing over the camp,







the newspeper sccount, The publication of the facts had a definitely

On the afternoon of the 1st Wolter, speaking for Bennett, had e 1ready
piven 8 clear end objective sccound of th incident to the Tueson and
Phoenix papers, Both these pepers published short snnouncements ou & back
pege o

feter in the afternoon of the 2nd I heard thet the hospita) hed
ennounced that the boy was out of all denger, On December 3, he wag ocone-
sidered on the wey to recovery., After his admission to the hospital he
has been watched by two members of the Internal Secur ity. Their presence
appeared to aggravaete the boy's mental instebility, end Graves asked that

they might be moved to & place where their presence would not be not foed by

the patient, Accordinz to rumors circuleting emong the Caucasians and t he

evacuees the boy was still stating that he is the President or that he is

the Projeet Director. On December 3 either Bennett or Wolter telerraphed

to Washington to meke its decision regarding the boy's leave clearance as soon
possible.

On the morning of December 2 Nr, Wolter called ¥rs, Tuty into his office
to consult her on the matter of Kire's lesave clear@ance, urs. Iuty is at
present engaged on the work of ordering and prepering all the test imony
taken at these hearinzs. Sometimes she sarves 8s hearing stenorraphey, a8
she did at Kira's hearing. Mrs. Loty told a group of Csucesians that st
tbhis interview Wolter hed remerked that he thought it would be well, if
Weshington could be persuaded to give him $mmed iate clearence, [i€ 8180
sdvocated that the boy be told that he hed clesrance ot once in order to
relesve his anxiety end remove this obstecle to his recovery of mental

health., Krs. Inty did not repeat her reply to Wolter but to the Caucasian

group present when she told of this interview, she steted that she thoroughe

1y diseprroved of Wolter's sugpestion, "What will heppen {f Weshington




Kira's atements have been inooherent after hospitalization.

leave clearsnce is on the approved 1list on the project,

clearance from Washington is




refuses the clearance and the boy finds out about it? Besides the boy
does not deserve clearance," she continued, "He is erratic and is not
loyal to the United States, He thinks only of himself and just wants to
zét out of camp so he can study srt.," I remarked that sccording to WRA
intentions the boy must either be given clearance or be sent to Tule
Inke, Did she think he ought to go to Tule? "No," she seid. "But he
shouldn't be let out. He should be ipstitutionslized. Posides WRA is
just going to have to keep e preast meny people in the ecamps anyway,"

The night of December Z Cepteain Morse arrested the evacuee employees
of the Apriculturel division: the nicht plowmen and the night irrigators,
According to Brown he flourished his revolver as he made the Jotter arrest,
I heard thet the errest was mede because the men were outside project
boundaries without a pass. The evacuees were so frightened thet they
rafused to go out and work the night of the third of Decewber.T

Wolter remerked to Brown that Vorse's sction wes 2 result of Bennett's
sppeasing attitude toward Morse =t their conference following the shooting.

" After the arrest

Said Wolter, "Apperently Bennett appeesed once too often,'
of the ezricultural crews Bennett telegraphed to the Heedguarters of the
¥ilitery Police ssking for o military investigetion of the captain's actions,

The inspector, & mejor, arrived promptly on the morninz of the 4th of

December .

lrhis situetion is full of irony. The Ceucasien members of the Agrigultural
division are the project's most outepoken critics of the Japenese, "The
only gond Jap is a dead Japj if you ask me, they ought 211 to be sent to
Tule; why study Jepanese, it'11 soon be a dead lanrusge ," are remarks which
I have overheard end which characterize their attitude., However, they are
consadentious and do thedr best to get their work done, 7In the past months
they have had grest difficulty getting evacuees workdrs. Their anger at
having their insufficient crews frightened into uselessmcgs must be extreme,




GIIANS ASKED TO STAY WITHIN CAMP

The Butte and Cane] Community Councils issued warnings this week that
residents must not proceed beyond the project fence without consent from
the proper authoritites,

Residents were further warned that they must stay within the fence
around the immediate community aereas from sunset to sunrise.

OQut«of «bounds regulations regerding whieh the Councils gave warning

are being enforced by the military police by orders of the Western Defense Com,

The only evacuee reaction I observed was, "How come we have to stay

in camp? We haven't done anything."




CAPTA IN MORSE

nevey

beak ing, whi
correctly ¢
his status

communi

tain M but heve seen him only two or thres
n him as follows:
men paredine hirgelf on a soldierly
ood, considering his a ,' on always baing
is touchy about
evacuvess, This hate he seems to

sy that previous commenders

same gxtreme feeline undey

have ever an att ¥ then hate

v anti-evacues,

Qz.f_','{ 3 Yorse may
"nice guys" t e evaguees since they

1ittle beer brought into the eamp.

tolerant ew Lowse the evacuees

goldisrs have, in the

rood naturedly on evacuees fishine outside camp

datas between fsmale sehnol teachers
13 thorouzhly
gvacues s,

o

fror Wolter)

o)
captain had E€ou1"t the armed

nor kAF the agreement batween the army
ricultural workers : nizht following

adguariers

t came to cemp and didn't know any better,




of Military Police for an investigetion, At the interview with the invest-
igating Mejor Turner, Morse is reported to have stated he will fight the WRA
end "spill @ lot of dirt.”" He is said to have made slandering remarks on the
morals of the WRA female staflf members,

The Administration appesrs convinced that the soldiers' attempt to orente
"incidents" with the evacuces are a reflection of their commanding officers’

ettitude,

POSTIT ION OF THE SENTRY

From Wolter and Bennett T pather that the sentry was aquite within his

rightes and was obeying orders, Previous orders had been to shoot in the

legs. This had been revised to "shoot to ki11% 7Tt is true that the sentry's

relief was in sight and it is possible that the evacuee might have been
spprehended without the use of firearms; but according to the report of the
army, orders were carefully obeyed--the evaguee was warned and no techniocal
issue can be taken with the sentry.

It is interesting to note thet the soldiers are reported to have been

concerned over the fact that the boy might die, They are glad he is recovering




16,

CASE HISTORY OF SATOSHI EIMER KIRA

Satoshi Kire is @ third gererstion Jepenese-Amer dcan, His rother wes
born in the United States end hisg fether in Hewaii, Up til? the eerly
pert of Wovember 1943, he 1ived with his perents end ome sister., On
Hovember 11, his father, & fidm technician, relocrted to Clevelend,
intending to send for hie femivy, Upset isfactory housing conditions mede
this 4wpogsible,

Kire bad been boyn premeturely. According to DR, Hata, who treeted
the gunshot wound end disgnoged his mental condition, his child hood had
becn quite normel. In Greavmey School he hed beer oonsidersd sr exce llent
gtudent, but had become "just good” in High School, He attended TIps
Angeles Junior College and majored in commerein? srt,.

1

At this center he had ' friends, He perticipoted in no group
netivities except, oc he steted mt his herring, singing 4n e ohoir,
to be very hendsore, but exceedingly thin erd frisl, "You
in your hend," enid Mr. Fukushime, He ig ver,

reet,
the heoring thet "thet not ore hely wae out of plece
hed nmeniocured hieg own neils,. 4

1243 Kire hed beer employed es ar ertist on the gtaff

At hisg heerine he steted thet he hed giver up his
cording to
Reverend Yamazaki, who knew him fadiriy well, he had F work beceuse of
ill health end beomuse he wished to devote all of his time to an effort to

preseci a tbue artistle mecount of cemp life, Iis best friend re located

8gte According to the Reverend, Xira wes en extreme introvert,

Yamqﬁgki had lived across the street from in in los Angelles for yesrs, but

row s ot ot b

lﬁro' my observation et othey lesve hesrings I em inclimed to thirk the buy,

68 seems tc be customery, corefully prepered to 1ock his best for the ordsal.
Evacuses always dress 4in their best., The women, in perticulsr, weey dresses

and epply cosmetice which would Yook extremely ouvt of place for ordinary

eemp wear,
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Kira had rnever spoken to him, I was shown one of Kira's charcoal sketeches of
the interior of Yemazaki's church, His talent is obvious,

At the time of military registretion Kira amswered "No-No." The
evidenes indicetes thot hd did this as & protest against bis treatment
dur ing evecuation and against the unjustice done to the Japanese citizens
who were confined in camps when the German ard Italisn citizens weyre
left free. He enver at eany time indicated the slightest sentiment of
loyalty to Japan, He was never connected with any of the pressure groups
of Gila; such activities, would, in eny ecase, be eortrety to his tempsrament.,

He exhibited no signs of mental illness until efter his lesve
clearance whioh took place on September 14, After the heering he returned
home, lay down on his bed and complained of bsing tired both mentally
and physically. According to his family, he repeatedly said thet the
questions had been too seveyre end that the hearing had taken toeo much
time,

At his hearing he mede & very coor impression on Mr Terry, the chairman,
and on Mrs. maty the stenographer, He made no attempt to hide his feelings,
argued with iy . Terry on the justness of evacuation, and in Mr, Terry's
opinion sappenred to be loyal ¥¥ neither to the United States ror to Jepan.

He wished to change his answer besceuse he considered thet by permitting
yelocetion the United States wes making emends for the mistake of evacuation
and he desired to study srt,

His attitude osused Terry to recommend that he be denied cleerance
(which meant segregetion), Both Terry end Mrs. uty, I am informed by
Mre, Inty, were of the opinion thet under no circumstences should he be

gisen lesve, Wr. Bennett read the docket carefully, disagreed, end

recomrended clearance, with reservations, AT the time of the shooting,

wor@ of Washington's final decision is stiil being awaited,
The first week in Wovember Kira's father noticed thet he was acting

peculiarly, After his father had 1i€f cemp Kira told his sister that he
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was going to kill his fether and mothey, His sister seid, "oh, forget about
it." When his father relocated he is elso reported to have boesrded the bus,

either in an attempt toa coompany him or to see his off., But he was put

off because he did not have & pass,

His symptoms of méntal derangement grew more pronounced. FHs began to

have vigions at night and became obsessed with the idea that some

pérsons were attempting to kill him, He said he wes president of the
United States and was recsiving a selary of $2009000.00 & week, He also
said he was Project Director and that he hed en I, @, of 700, After the
ghoot ine his sister examined his notebook and found that on November 11
bhe hed written that he was President of the United Stetea,

On Novembey 30 Kira's mother was celled before a committee headed
by Greves, She was questioned and steted that she would not lesve camp
without her son., The boy discovered or sensed that this interview hed
taken place and beceame violently suspicious, He may heve feared that his
mother and &ister intended to join his father, lesving him in campralone,
His actions becamé increesingly emsentric, According to relisble reports
he begen to clean and sort his belongings, When he hed finished his own
he began on those of his mothey end sister, Camp gossip is unanimous thet
he best his mother and sister, and thet he threw sway some sugar insisting
that it was poisoned, (One veriant of the story stetes thet b said there
was ersenic in the sugey, another stryonine,) As he grew increasingly
violent his mother end sistsy slspt at & fréend’'s home while & msle
friend stayed with Kira,,

On December 1 he went to the Besuty Parlor where his mother is
employed as reoeptionist and oreated s disturbance, His mother took him
homé., When they recached home, the boy attaocked his mother violently,
pulled her haiy, knowked hey down and began to strangle her. 8he soreamed
and friends rescued hey, Barly thot afternoon he left the house, leaving

a card on which he had printed "L. A" (Ies Angeles had been his home before
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¢vacuation,) He was not heerd of sgain until shot by the sentry at 6:20
thet evening, He was brought to the Butte hospital and walked in with the
assistence of the soldiers,

On the operating table, Dr, Hata spoke to the boy quietlyk drew him

out, and got him to tell his story, "I'll tell you everything, Dr, Hata,"

he said, He told of how he had been convinced thet a megnet was dragging him
out of camp, He had heard the soldier tell him to stop, tut the power of
the magnet was too strong. Acoording to Dr, Hata, the shook of the injury
oaused a temporary complete reoovery, YWY/¥IT¥/Y{/#¥ whrich persisted for
about twenty-four hours., He said he knew he was rot the President of the
United §tates and that hse no longer felt & moagnet pulling him out of ocamp,
Gredually his symptoms reappeered and on the day aftey the ghooting he
stated thet he believed his I. ©, had pone down to 600,

he wound was superficial, hed broken two ribs end had followed the
oourse of ths bons, It healed rapidly and by Decembey 10 Kira wes
considered guffiodently strong to be removed to the Stats Mental
Hospital in Phoenix,

Hata diagnosed the cese as sarly dementis prascoxand seid that in

D
.

his opinion the boy has over a fifty-fifty chance of recovery providing
he is not brought back to the projeot, Hata agreed that the hearing
Kira had undergone in September may well heave been the deciding factor

. s s s ”® A
in beinging about his illmess, "It may have tipped the balance,” he said,




NOTES ON MEETING OF THE BUTTE COMMUNITY COUNCIL DECEMBER 6

I made very attempt to get verbatim notes, but the members spoke
more repidly then usual, Frequently I was foroed to content myself with
brief paraphrases of the spesker's remarks,

Bennett and Brown were present.

Miyeke: Since Mr, Be'nett is so busy in the projeot office I will not follow
parliamentary procedure end heve him exrlain right eway about the hostility
at Chandler Road., Mr. Kira is not serious, He will bs back today or
tomorrow, There are some questions among us es to techniocal points., There
is nothing wd can do in connection with the ¥,P."'s, But I feel that the
oouncil has something here which should be presented to the Project
Direstor or to Washington, 1Ists have a fair discussion as to what eould

be done,

‘ Bennett: Well, as to @& report, I've heard this chap Kire approached the miligery

policeman on guard at 5:20 and stated he was going out, The sentry said
he oouldn't go without & pass, He said he didn't need & pass, hey was
the president. The gusrd ordered him to halt, He shot into the air two
times and then he shot him, He used a sube-mgchine gun and hit him at
166 yards, Mr., Smert of the F, B, L told me it was only &n aocident that
he hit him, This is a short range bullet.

When Captain Morse and his superior officer were over here I
quest ioned him about the man being shot so high, I asked about the
army instructions and they seid there was no instruction exeept to shoot
to kill, They they told me he was shot by sccident at that range,
In the opinion of Major Turner who is Captein Morse's superior officer,
this soldddr did all he could do, The sentry has no alternative excer
to shoot, Then he is reguired to go through a court matial, 1In a
oase like this, the court martial would be perfunctery.

And that's the only story I know about it.
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When the boy came out from under the operetion he wos stil” reported
to be mentally unbelanced, The day before he hed attacked him mother and
sister,
The major told me, "If this had heprened to one of the staff it would
have been the seme situstion - no metter who it wag,"

Miyekes I think it's yyy obvious thet "'m very concerned with this person, If you
permit I'd 1ike to heve Verlin t)fake the chddr, wyy, Bennett, has the guard
been instruoted to shoot without firing e blank shot?

Bennett: They always fire & warning shot,

Miyake: Is there any passibility of publio relstion work with the ¥. P, company?

We evacuees kre here under abnormel conditions, As t'e deys go on
we may have to fece some more of these kind of ceses,

Bennett: I don't thirk that the average militery police commender hes any interest
in Y¢¢/f dealing with the Japanese other than keepinz them in,

. A doldier of the United Stetes is trained and trained to hate the
enemy., They hete us, (As Mr. Bennett mede these remarks a complete
silence came over the council room.,) They mede derogotory remarks about
the WRA staff, I know that in the present situstion it would be
impossible for enyone of Japancse descent to work out any reletionship
with the military police group,

Miyeke:s Mr. Kira, he answered YNo" to the questionneire?le had his hearing in
September but no word came from Waghington,

Bennett: Kire hed a long hearing from Mr, Terry, Terry wrote & notetior on the bottom
thet he was doubtfu?l ebout the boy, I reed the docket sarefully and
recommernded leave cleerance end told Terry I hed reversed his decision,
Subsequently I rereed the docket - after the shooting « now due to the

mental blowup I car see why Terry questioned him, It's one of the few

‘ cases on Terry's committee thot I reversed Terry's opinion,

Miyeke: I mnderstand he was sort of hystericel ebout evecuation,

Bennett: Well, we've wired Washington to let his docket through, But I question




whether he'1l ever be left out of cemp, Anyway, according to the dootors

he's definitely a dementia praccox case and it has been coming on for

many yeers,
Miyakes How long does it take for a report from Washinton to come baek?

Bennett: I don't know, They're just swemped beck there,

Miyekes I'm efreid more of these osges may ocome up, After the¥y hearings some may

not be able to take it,

But on the other hend I'd say thet anybody who is thet neer the border 1line,
he'11 be safer in here, His beokground dotes back to five or six years of
age, But not terribly ser dous, This is the first time he went violent,

I understand he threw everything out of the house, He ¢ieimed all the

boxes were full of arsenio,

Miyeakes Information I got from hig parents and close friends is a 1ittle different,
(whisper ing broke out near the door) If Washington would feacilitate this
reportesee

Bennett: That's all been teken core of, It wes done lest Fridey, However, we all
should recongnise the fadt that we oan't monkey sround with the army
pkpbdREE Peorsonalities don't enter into the carrying out of orders,

Miyake: I heard his stote of mind oeme thet wey besoeuse of evecuation, This fellow
was oonstantly worrying, From September to December is @ lone time,

Bennetts There's a lot of detail to thess ocleerinzs, The whole works is gummed up
on the Tule Iske situation (more whispering in the reer of the room),

For your own information T might tell you we have had only ten per oent
refusels., We only pase on seourity to the safety of the United Stetes,
w, don't pass on loyelty., Even though I psreonally doubt peoples’
loyeity T don't think these peo-le ere goinz to go out and blow up @
bridge or commit sabotege, So I pass them, The intent of the whole
progrem is to be 1iberal, Becsuse a man has @ stop against him doesn't

meen he's denied leave olearsnce,




Some of the poys end girls thet has gone through the hearings - I rhink
they're fol'owing the seme instructions (the committee members) but some

of the questions are so scvere it makes it hard for them to answer,

Yes., That shows up in the dockets, But some people aren't very cooperative
end when any boy or girl refuses to answer the questions his position
becomes much worse, Usually when leove c¢learence is denied, there's

a pretty bad history behind it. Generally when leave clearance is denied
" it's because the man or girl hds indicsted e desire to go to Japen or

¥o Tule Iake, or has a bad reeord in camp, (Here Bennett attempted to leave,)

Fukushima: T would 1ike to ssk Mr. Chairmen whoever he is = (to Bennett) I em

prepared to say something so you had better stay ti)1 I get through,
This particular boy heppened to live in my bloek, just one room
awey, So I have been approached by several groups of persuns what's to
be done ambout this., I was going to intruduce e resolution here,
First, here is just a few points about Elmer Kires This boy was anyway
born very prematurely, He wes very delicats, Really his physical features
were more delicate than his mental, Really, you eould pick him up in
your hand,
Nobody knows, not even I who sees him every day, that he was deranged,
I used to seehim in mess hall and washroom, daily, He was deranged for
sométhing, but except for intimate femily nobody in public wnew what hs
was.,
After this incident had happened, a social worker 1living in my
block got together with his sister end went ghrough his notebook,
There it was written: "I am president of the United States.," That was
November 11, At another time he had said to his parents, "Is Mr, Bennett
still Project Director? I'm suppesed to be Project Direstor." (Ilaughter)
He was very violent for some time, Because of that, his mother and
gister, I don't know how many nights, left the house and slept at a

friend's quarters, And & male friend stayed with him,




On December 1 his mother is working at the Beadty Parlor, This

boy went to the beauty parlor and actoed so his mother took him home/

where he started violent Physical action toward his mother, He pulled
her hair, knocked her down and started strangling, She soreamed, oto,
Afterwards he wandered fygY out. I don't know where. K e just lost
everything out of his head and tried to break out,

He was very much broo&ing on the leave olearance matter, Repeatedly,
he said, it tekes too much time., And he wes very much worried, &1so he
was kioking very much eabout the severeness of the questioning,

m There are a few points of faot, They are true regording this boy .

Also, I have approached from few groups, who not kunewing about
derangemert of boy, was extremely sympathetie about boy bs ing shot,

S0 I told them, "I knew this boy for one yeer end T didn't know
anything wrong about him myself, So no person eould recognize he is
haywire and particularly the ¥P, on duty. Neturally, he didn't know he
was haywire, So I told these groups I don't see any ground to make
protest because of this.

But there are a couple of grounds I'd 1ike to have eonsidered
regarding the treetment of this deranged person,

Is there anyway to trest such person? All evecuees are threatened
(by & situation 1ike this) apd they sre actually without orms, And the
M. P.'s heve firearms, Just beosuse we don'theve Pirearms it will not
be necessary toy use firearms even though army regulstions order them to
shoot ,

'Nother ground is thet beceuse there is so muoh possibility to
produce haywire person because environment in camp is so, my idea is
to appeal to some authority regarding treatment, I don't know just what
person want to decide whet, but on the basis of these two reasons I intend

to introduce this resolution, It's not in very high classEnglish,
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Be it resolved: Whereas incident have had ococurred on December 1,
where M, P, aotually fired s shot and wounded Elmer Setoshi Kira who
was and still is in & mentally deranged state, end whereas noons in this
carp is ermed with any weapon or with any desth-des ling weapon since
decleration of war, axxd‘wherens there is strong possibility to
produce an abnormelly derenged person, be it resolved that the Butte
Community Council on December & proposes to adopt the folling resolution
to appeel to the proper suthér ity to heve the M, P.s refrain from
the free use of fireermg; and beoruse of the undue delay of leave
clesrance cag § which causes pgreat suspense end often mental derengement,
the Community Council asks the VWRA to ncocelerate the Jeave cleerence,
Bennett: There's no objection to suoh & resolution, I think it might
bréing resuits and speed up leave clearance, but it ocould have no
bearing on the army,
I'11 te1l you what I've done, I've asked Mr, Coszzens to have
the Militery Police withdrewn from all activities within the project
area, Aftcy this shooting the Military Police have become very
technical, They even picked up the night irrigeators end everybody
6lse. Anyway, I wrote to San Franoiseo and aryenged to get the
Ninth Seyrvice Commend to let the Internel Seourity guard the entire
camp and withdrew the Wilitary Police patrols to the outside, 7T think
that is something thet hes outworn its wmefulness,
When we get this the community will have to buitd up itg own

morale end be éspecie’l}f careful not to go to these bourdaries aftey .

darke, A lot of those e0ldisrs ;aou'i_d l1ike to shoot somebody,

Soldiers only 1live to obey an order, I don't think you could
get the orders of the sentries changed, All we oan do is put es much
distance between the soldicyrs and oukselves as possible,

I don't beliswe that the gentyry waes too sager to shoot, because
this fellos was 166 yards sway, But there's no objeotion to such e

resolut ion,




DECEMBER 3, 1943 evening

Interview with anonymous minister

Kiro was an introvert, quiet; he was not wroking because he's off the
staff of the Gila News<Courier, 5e told me he was using his spare time
looking et situations in the centey and trying to put it on paper (with his
drawing). . I'm in complete sympathy with him, T wanted to know if he could
gpet the feeling of this center from that Butte over there, I also wanted him
to get the fee1ing of my church, I wanted to put the pioture in a magagzine
with & poem, He drew me & picture, But then he said to me, "I've never

been to o service” So he amsked if he could come, And he immedintely

1
interpreted the communion, He caught it, T was very pleased, I wanted

to put 4t in & magazine with a poem by Miss Inouye in which she said, "The
church, it §s a barreck,” The poem and the picture matched very well,
Then, of course, I find myge1f just a busy parson, Really, here in
camp I have been engaged in one case aftey another which required pastoral
care,
T used to see Satoshi every mornine, He 1ived in my own block, He
seeméd to be lonely because his two friends, his last friend, had gone out ,

Then his fother had gone out, He hed only his mother and his sister here

now, His father had decided thot he would resettle first, Beinr a retoucher,
he found a fine fob, At the hearing board he had said, "I am only going &
my son is olesred." They said, "Yes, your boy pave a sincere and hone st
enswer in his request for change from "No" to "Yes", But, Me'11 have to wait
for Weshington's approvai, The father hed written back thot the situation
was a1l right as far as employment was coneerned, but that housing was aocute
and he could not eall his family out,

On NWovembcr 30 the mother was called to the leave clearance committee,
to Mr, Graves' office. She was asked meny questions, After the heay ing she

was asked if she wanted to ask them anything, She said, "Yes, my boy has

lhere 1 was shown a charcoal sketch still attached to the bonrd and leaning
apaingt the wall, It was wel? done , showed power and unusual talent,




spproval to leave locrlly speaking but he is waiting for Washington clearance,
If my boy does not leave I can never leavsl"

On Degember 1 the boy found out his mother had gone to the lenve clearance

office for & hearing, From December 1 the boy wag suspicious of the mother,

He sadd, "Your're hiding something from me.,” OFf course the mother at that
time didn't understend thmt possibly the boy might have felt that he wag going
to be left behind when she and hig sister left camp, She just thought hey

son hed strangely changed,

He beoame rather violent toward his mother at times, He bepan cleaning
housé , sorting his things, His sister tried to stop him,when he started
cleening her thines, There was conflict, His mother realized he was undey
great emotionnl strain, for what reason they still didn't know,

What heppened was.....I was cngaged in this Christmas present busineass:
811 over the country people are sending presents to the ten reloeation centers,
The ministers want to see that every child has received a present ,

I came home at six o'olook, that was December 1., My wife told me, "Where
was I. Here you are running around and pastoral work is at your door, A
person who never ceme to your door ceme.” T knew it was werious, The Xira
family was concerned, There was something wrong, "You better zo to the family,"”

So I went to the family, But two friends came and *o01d me the storye-that
the boy hed become violent, At two o'clock he had 1eft home and just a few
minutes ezo his sister had received a note from the hospital that the boy had
been hospitalized, This being supper time, I phoned the hospital receptionist.
She told me that the boy had been hospitalized ard was in the operatine room.

I thought perhaps the boy hed done something violent, or that he had had
en agcident, I went to the family and Nard the story, The mothey and sister
had 1eft home end gone to & friend's, (evidently before the boy 1left) 1In the
meantime the boy had left a note on which was written "1, A." 1os Anpeles is

the boy's home,




On the way to the hogpital, I found out the events of the last three days

and felt I mlone should see Satoshi, I went into the operating room, He
hed just come out, Wolter end Graves pagsed by, (We 1ived aoross the strect
from each other in Tos Angeles, He was such an introvert he never even said
"He1lo.")

I found out then that fotually he had been shot by the M,P, T oame baok
then and to'd them,

Ihey are row working to zet an opinion from Washington and keep the boy
peaceful, It was through overwork snd overthinking,

He 4s not violent, For the lagt two months he hng bsen workine on n picture

of the onrpenters working on the new schoodl., Most of the time he was Tooking,
thinkine and watching each movement, trying to -et the exaot truth of the history
thet is passing by,

Tn hig lettcr asking for o chenve from "noens" to "

ves-yes", he snid that
if Americeicen see the mistake it has made and make a correction., And he anw
the correction coming: relocation,

ihy was he 50 honest? Beceuse he was an artist, He could not make one

stroke without being honest,

There have been cases where & boy walked past that gate, This is not a
camp with prisoners of wer, We @lso hove women and children here, This {sn't
8 prison either, When & boy sets sich and he bezing to walk out of the centey,
he has no eor to listen or orders, T wish I could show you how this boy walks,
e wolks very slowly end precisely. (Here my informant demonstrated the bov'sg
walk,)

e is not & tough voung boy, He's very weak and frail, Y- u oould stop
him with 2 tap, He s of thot neture ,
In the past T have heard from Dr, Sleath that they have had other such

caseses Then they sent a car followinz the boy and when the boy was exhausted

they would pick him up and say, "Can't T take ysu hack?" They they would investe




ipate and find treatment,

I realize army orders must be army orders, But why oan't they see the
boy is sick?" This wesn't dark yet, It was 5:30,

I wagn't there but I would 1ike to answer for that, Why wag there such
a difference? 1Is the nsture of the ¥,P, different than before?

CER R RS R R R Rk ke

Now I know you won't believe this, But on Wovember 23 when the father
left, the boy told his sist:r, "The M., P, shot me, when I was out there to
get sorap lumber with Tsuk, (Tsuk was his best friend,) Then two days before

this happened on November 29, he also said he had been shot,

Brown's Notes, December 2, 1943,

1151 Tek knows slightly the fomily of the victim, as they 1ive in the
edjacent block,

Boy was 22, Seatoshi Kira, Block 32, Had been artist on News~Courier gtaff
but resigned some months ago because of illehenlth, Had heen 1iving much to
himge 1, His best and only friend had relocated in ‘June, His father reloeated
on November 11, Tatter hed planned to relocate on Nov, 4 Hbut stayed in for a
funerel., Boy had got on bus ou Nov, 4 (date of planned relocntion of fathey)
but had been put off because no pass,

Boy "HOsNO" on awestionnaire, Had applied for lemvd clearance and been
heard but not yet taken off stop 1ist,

8 Po Mo

This morning I manmged to see Oguchi™ for a few minutes and disocusgsed what

had happened and suggested he find what rumors were aflont (Tek already on trail)

T'Tek" 1s Brown's Nisel informent, &n intelligent and capable young man
©Oguchi is Brown's Issie informant, an honest but very naive old mentleman,
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This afternoon he reported back having interviewed 12 people. Results
as follows:
8 people expressed violent resotions.
1 (Rev, Tsuda) expressed lengthy but balaneed opinions.
8 people had heard of news but were not wpecifionlly concerned,
S people expressing violent reaotions,
(1) Mother of victim: she was in tears and sadd ghe would
rather not say anything,
(2) A friend (female) of mother said gentry should have geen

boy was corazy and tried to stdp him without firearms,
(3) Another person blamed the gsentry for firing at all,

(4) Rev, Tsuda says (4) rules should be explained to people
(b) if sentry had orders to fire, he is not to blame, but

orders should be changed,

Oguehi says, "If people find out that viotim said, "I am the

President' before he was shot, what will they think,

DECEMBER 4, 1943 eveéning

At dinner I sat at the same table with Miss Blankenship, an
6 lementary teacher notor iously unsympathetic to the evaocuees, I took
advantage of this opportunity to pump her on her attitude toward the
shooting, I was rewarded by a fantastio acoount of the arrival of the
inspecting major, Miss Blankenship is on friendly terms with the
soldiers and visits the post frequently to eat lumch there,

I opened the conversation by remarking that the evacuees felt that

the sentry should not have shot the boy when he was obviously deranged,

"What did they expect him to do?" asked Miss Blankenship, She then

remarked thot the soldiers had been very worried that the boy might die,
A colenel end a seocond lieutenant had arrived, a full colonel, not

8 lieutenant colonel; he was strutting around 1ike a rea} big shot.
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The reason that lorse had arrested the evacuee farmers last night
was because he had to show this big colonel that he was on duty,.
Besides the evacuees were outside the camp limits with passes,

This utterly fantastic account, in which the only item of truth
is the arrivel of the officer should be compared to Brown's acoount

of the real reagon for the major's arrival}

Decembeyr 6, 1943 < SHOOTING

Sat at the table with mty apain tonight, Over the cof'fee I
mentioned that I had beensllowed to read the transoript of the hearing
of Kira, muty wanted to know where it was, she had been trying to get
2 hold of 4t for days.

I remarked that I disagreed with her on one point: thot the trenge
cript seemed to show that the boy was quite lucid in his srpuments and

not at a1l erratio, "

Oh, but you didn't see him?" said Mrs, mty. "He
wag ready to jump over the desk at any minute and teke lr,. Terry by the
throat, He brought up the Oregon ocurfew osses and it turned out he
didn't know anything about them, Besides he was very loquatious.”

"I noticed," sadd I, "that ur, Terry seemed to talk about three tires

n

88 much as the boy,” "ur, Terry always dose,"

sedd Mra, ™mty. "The
boy wes very, very argumentative,”

"Don't you think he was encouraged to arpugent?™ I agked, "Yes,
indeed," said Inty, Then for the fourth times she repeated ir, Terry's
remark that Akira "was certainly off the beam,"”

Driving home with ths lontgomery sisters, I apoldrized for turning
the dining table ¥¢ into an opportunity to collect Coucagisn attitudes,
Ihe proeeveouee sisters agsured me they understood but warned me sbout

having edmitted that I was allowed to read the transoript since it mdgh

1gee page
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pet the kind member-of the Administretion who he lped me into trouble,

In my opinion this conversation with Mrs. Tuty 4s en interesting

example of an individual judging two people by quite different stamegds.




The reason thet orse had farreseed




MR, HIKIDA - SHOOTING - December 8, 1943

Discussion is still going on, I think last Friday or Saturday I two,

three people who expressed very sendible opinion, They stated that although

this matter not the oeuse of prot. st or compisint to any, but as regard to
two-three points the subjeot sh-ould be made clear to people here as well
as to WRA, One of the poinky they mentioned was that people here arenot
prisoners of war, They have just been brought over here because of
ebacuation -~ a militery necessity. Still, just because of seapping out
of boundary, which is not iwmedi~te danger, still, M.,P, has to take such
Another tking, this boy is definitely, can be considered as

1ly unbelanced, They might have noticed this at the gnte, He was
unarmed., Still the ¥P, without tskine someothsyr altérnative to ston him
shot him, Sone agtion should be taken to agree what is out of bounds,
People begin totthin

Of ocourse in this boy's case the order was given by the M. P, to stop

o

and he didn't follow,

Another point, in which I also agrec, Mrs. Kira was very much upset

on Bhis &&&kk partioular point, not so much about shooting her sons
the faet that he was so much mentally upset as & result of very lengthly
hagd~pressed hearing, She said to me, & boy of 21,22 years of age, a
hesring of thot kind, especially when the boy hag certain disturbances
of wrong tredtment by the general Amerioan oitizens, was quite a mental
hardship, &hth&& Another person mentioned the same thing to me, 1In these
hear ings instread of trying %o oress upon the individual, they should take more
syspsthet ic ettitude,
And amont the evacuees thepé is quite 2 1ot of tmlk too, liost 1likely
is & rumor, but they are saying that beaseuse of the boy's hearing
(the Administration) are trying to put this oase as a suicide motive,

ard this morning from Mr. Kono (an influential hlock manager of

Cenal) that oneof ¢the men in C€nal was given a warning shot as he was




he was ooming into the boundary line, He was inside the boundary 1line
end the M.P, made a mistaks,
This talk of the incidenty among the evacuees and espedially among

the beche lorsl

is now ghowing a ressntful attitude,. Well, they are
usually mors dissatisfied in everything, everything the WRA and govermment
does, Everytime you heard a resentful commengt about this incident it
comes fyom the bachelors,

Another thing « I baven't seen Mr. Kira and Mrs. Kiray, sha's very
nervous now, She was orying when I saw her, I think she feals certain

of responsibility having son somrit an incident of that kind,

the %,P.'s aotion shooting her son, but she was very

muoh resentful about that hearing,

(At the close of this interview T quest loned Mr, Hikide on a point

Which T had previously disoussed with Brown and about whioh I was very

ourious, T had expressed the opinion that had the evacuses exhibitaed
any overt sign of mesentment it would have been dircoted toward the
administration and not towsrd the military. I put the question to
Hikide and he stated that he balieved that they would have aoted apsinst

the administration,)




EVACUEE REACTIONS T THE SHOOT ING

I spent December lend 2 paying oalls on evacuee friends and

acqua intnces, Since I had returned from Salt Iske City my visits had ‘

adequate justifioation and the eantmosphere was better attuned t o conf idence
than if I had called only to slioit information, Armed with gifts #F

of candy and purchases I had been delegated to meke, I received a gretifying
smount of dats,.

My first and most powerfu’ impression wes that while the shooting
had oaused considerable unrest and & great deal of diacqasion, the
atmosphere was predominently quiet., In most oeses the evacuses did not
bring up the subjeoct., Sometimes they mentioned the incident efter
eons iderable desultory conversation with the hidden or frankly expréessed
intent of puﬁpiug me for informetion. AA/NFYY/Y Usuelly I hed to introduce
the subjeot when an opening was presented, No evecuee appesared excited,
Two had not heard of the shooting, Although the soldiers were oriticized,
they were not denounced, The only threetening stetement I heerd ceme
from the pro-Japanese irs. M.

The most frequently expressed evacuee opinion was thet the soldier did
wrong to shoot an unayrmed boyl This sentiment was voiced wheneveyr I
discussed the incident &t any length, It waes mlso brought up ir the
Community Council meeting by Mr, Fukushima, When I met my block menager
Thursdey morning heg asked if I hed heard of the incident, Since we are
on friendly yerms, I aksed how the people were teking it. "They're ssying
he oughtn't to heve shot him because he war unarmed,” he repiied, That
evening Mrs. Kondo expressged the seme sentiment,

Fr iday monr ing wMrs. M. was most ewphséic on the point, Her voioe took
on the harsh, tight tonse it habituslly essumed when she is emotiorally
moved, "The people say thet if the boy had sttecked the soldier it
would have been all right to shoot him, But just for rumning eway, he

had no right in the world, The boy wes unarmed., The soldier had

absolutely no right to shoot en undrmed boy,"




Fridey afternoon Hikide confirmed the wide prevelence of this

sentiment when he said with no prompting on my part, "From immediate
oontacts in mess and other places, the first thing thet comes to their
minds seems to be, "Wasn't there any other alternst ive that could be
employed rather than shooting?... and shooting at the very center of
the body? He was unarmed,' "

Said Reverend Yamazaki: "There have been (other) cases where a boy
walked past that gate, We also have women and children here, This isn't

8 prison either, When a boy rets sick and he begins to walk out of the
center, he has no ear to listen to ordersc..ooIn the past I have heard

from DR, Sleath thet they have had other euch casese Then they sent a ocar
following the boy and when the boy was exhausted they would pick him up
end say, "Cen't I take you baock?" Then they would investigate and find
treatment "

"I realize army orders must be army orders, But why can't they see the
boy is sick?"

A friend of the boy's mother, & woman, said/ that the sentry should have
séen that the boy was crezy and tried to stop him without firearms,
On monday morning a girl in the beauty shop made the seame remark,

At the oéunci] meeting Mr. Fukushime, the vice-cheirmen said:
"Here are a1l evaocuees threatened (by such danger as this) and actually
without erms. And the M., P,'s have firearms. And just because we don'g
have firearms it will not be necessary to use firearmsy even though

army regulations order them to shoot."

Gordon Brown remerks on the curious lack of logie expregsed in this
conception and on the ideal of spostsmanship it shows, I present it only
as the most outstanding evecuee attitude, A1l agreed that the sentry
should somehow have stopped the boy without shooting him,

The fact that the boy was thought to be derenged was also mntioned at
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almost every interview, Soémetimes I was aked for more detail on the subjeot.,
"ys is true that the boy is orsoked?™ "Did he reelly say he was president

of the United Stetes?"At other interviews evacuees stated thet the boy

had been acting queerly and implied that the gold ier ought to have been able
to see that he was not right in his head and that he was not responsible,
Fukeshime stated that he was approached by several groups who he ld this

point of view,

At first, says Hikide, the people thouzht that the soldier had shot
without warning, But efter the newspaper account was published they felt
better about it. Incidentally, I have heard no evacuee oritioise the
the newspaper account/ or hint thet it was not the truth, It appeers
to heve hdd a powerful oalming effeot,

Several people, emong them the steady ¥r. Kondo, ¥d an evacuee
Episcopalimn priest, Reverend Yamagaki, end @ friend of the boy's mother
stated that the soldier ought to have been able to tell that the boy
meant no harm, To walk quietly out of the project gete wes not the
action of a violent or dangerous person.1

The evecuee attitude towsrd the soldier who shot the boy and teward
the soldiers in general wes on the whole oritical but not bitter., The
lonrest discussion I heard on the soldiers took pddce at the Kondo's

home, Here they were called ignorent end were accused of being

illiterete.i They were said to have been sent to this post and not

overseas because they sre physically or mentelly unf it for eactive
service, Some of them cen't even shoot,

Mr. Kondo remarked that the sentry really had to shoot, since he may
not leave his post for any reason. Reverend Tsude also stated, according

to Brown's informant, that if the sentry hed orders to fire he is not
1

o

‘I have heard identical stetements from ¢ half a dozen Caucasians since

my errival on the project.
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tobe bdemed," But the order should be changed,

Even the virago Mrs, M, did not express hate for the soldiers, On the
contrary, she acocused them of hating the Japenese, "They hate us, Oh,
how they 'mte us, And for whet? They are just ignorant,” She did rot
mention the &h&&sekks physioal disebilities which the soldiers are supposed
to heve,

She and her fellow evecuees, I am convineced, beer far more 111 will
towsrd Mr. Bennstt then towsrd any member of the militery., Hed the pgroup of
which she is & member mede any trouble, I hazard the guese thet thelr
anger would have been dirscted towerd the Administretion and not towerd
the soldiers., I have discussed thds metter only with ¥r, Kikida end he
agrees with me, Gordon Brown is less sure, but he has no oontast at all
with this group,.

¥y Ceucesien friends oriticised the soldiers with greater ssverity end
with a fer more emotionsl bias that any of my évacuee informents, One

tecoher wos afyeid the soldiers might get drunk, invade the camp and bagin
e massaocre, Caucasisn attitudes will be deseribed in more detail later.

Two eveoueos expressed sympathy with the sentry. A Nisei told my
seoretary, "G don't blame the soldier for shooting, if the evacucs didn't
stop when he told him to. He's probably been itehing to try that gun out
for months.,” When I yepested this remsrk to en evacuee Christian
minibter (2 Nised) he burst into & rosr of sympathetie laughter.

"I can sympathize,” said he, "I guess those fellows really get the urge
to use their guns." Taughter algo followed a similar statement by Mr,
Bennett ot the souncil meeting.

By good fortune I was able to get an expression from that submerged
part of the community whieh, heretofore , might have been expected to
agitate and ohannel the activities of their fellow evaguees into some
overt expression of resentment, Though, of course, I am not in @
position to meke a conolusive stetement, it is my opinion that this group

{s very small, and is, at present, almost impotent. Nevertheless,
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Mrs. M,"s proud statement ghould not be ignored, "There sresome people

sround; I'm not mentioning any nsmes, who wanted ¢o sh?i them (the

administretion). They wented to go and meke trouble, But I told them,
'Don't ‘you do it. You wouldn't have a chance, They're just looking
for a ‘ohance to mow you down,' I to1d them thet they have to be peitent,
Thedir chance will oome,'"t

Mr. Hikide said thet he had ro idem thet there were any peoole in
oamp who might meke troudble, Yet he told Mr ., Wolter thet if there were
five or six people in oamr who wished to agitate, they would be restreined
by their friends,

On the whole, the incident was reoeived very quistly by the evacuees,
Mary expressed only ouriosity, and one did not know ebout it until told
by Brown's investigator, Another ddd notknow ti11 she read dbout it in
the newspaper, Roughly, half of the people to whom I talked expressed
sentiments which were not very different Prowm those which mirht be expeoted from
members of a smell Caucasian community under the same circumstences, (I have

experienced an incident in which 2 boy was shot by a peilcemen, when I
lThe inplications in Mrs. M's statements are very significant, Her resentment
over the fact timt the administration will not allow hey ¢hildren to be

teught Jepanesey even though Caucasians are gstudying the language, is
indicative of the leaning towerd things Japenese, which "X" has pointed out,
She was nost Sympathetic in her cstatement thet the evacuees had been driven
from Ameyiea by their unfair treatment and were begoming mere Japanese

every day,

Some of this mey be wishful thinking, Howevey, two Wisei, one a
minister, have in the past few weeks expressed the opinion, gaimwd, a belisve
from & newpepsr articles "They heve tried to break up little Tokyo and all
they've sucoeedsd in doing is making ten more little Tokyo's that are more

Japanese than ever," One mede the remerk :o me and on to Gordon Byown,

Some timg ego & sohool temcher remarked to me that when she arrived here last
fall, thpee or four of her elacs of 28 ¥ st graders could speak no English,
This fell, eight of her clsgs of 16 cen speak no English, These are only
straws of evidence on e phenomenon whioh is very diffioult for me to evaluate,

Iwish I oould portray in words the tone of fanatical determination
which suffused Mrs, ¥'s voice when she drew herself up, stared into space, and
sald with stiff-1ipped soorn, "They thirk they can break us., But they're
wrong, Our minds are getting harder and harder,"
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1ived in @ Csucesian @ommunity.) Vengeance was considered only by a few,
The most commonly held opinion wes that while the soldisr was probably
doing his guty, he should not have shot down an unarmed boy.

My . Hikida's hypothesds as to why the incident did not arouses more
rencor are, 8o far as I oan judge, fundamentally oorrect, Knowledge of the
boys mental eondition spread with the story of ths shooting. Iy was rumored
that he had heaten his rmother and sister., He was & Nisei and able to speak

English fluently.l

Phe fact that the boy was neot fatally injured and is
according to latest reports, recovering, was algo pertinent, ZHikida also
stresses tha absence of any preéssure group in the canter, If the G, Y, P, A,
or other pressure organiszations were sti1l functioning he says "I cartainly
think some public opinion would have been shown,”

In one sense the community r acted to this ocourance in a mauncr which
is entirely compatible with ths or inciples which govern a democratie community .
Groups of evagueds sonsulted influential and respected members of the
gommunity on the best method of takinz action to prevent another occurance,
The two prinipls opinions brought forwayd were timt some measures should be
taken to bring sbout better relations between evaocuces and the nilitary
police, and that WRA ghonld be made comscious of the need to spped up

1gave ¢learsnces, Not only reppected oouncilmen like wr. Miyake ( not

respected by gveryone) and Nr, Fukushima, wers oconsulted,but also individuals

bl ' 2
1ike My, Hikide, who held no public office, The conneil rose to the

oceasion and made the wished of the peopde known to the Administration

-

On inounclusive evidence I em inclined to hagard the guess that the vietim
was one of those who answered "Ne-No" through motives of injured pride and
jdealism and not beesuse he was & member Or ¢8me under the influence of a
prosapanese group, Had hetbeen a Kibed or Issei with no commend of English,
or hed he been & member of a former pressure group, the reaction would have
been more violent, (Former part of guess laker proved oorrect.)

See the acoount of the council meeting, Pe , the verbatim notes, Pe
and Hikida's remarks of December 8.
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in no undertein terms, Wheth r it is dossible & for the Administration
to follow their suggest fons, remains to be seen,

A week after the shootine considerable discussion was stil going on
among the evacuces, Sentiment hed swung from emphasis on the shootine of
&n unarmed boy to a convietion that something must be done about the
severity of segregation hearings, The evacuees, it was pointed out, had
been brought here through militory nesessity and were not prdsoners of way,
Resentment was directed more against the WRA for slowness and excessive
severity &hahidd in heerings then toward the soldiers, The svacuees
appeared to hove @ pretty olear concept ion of the goldier's position in
regard to oveying orders., Some people, however, still felt that the
@oldier should heve noticed the boy's méntal unbalancs et the gate,

Fukushima desoribes st gome length how hey reasoned with groups of
i

Mrs. Kira wag reportsed to he very upset and extremely resentful bedause

of the strictmess of the hesyins which hey son hed undsrgone, Hikida

hardship," people felt, said he, thet the committes
sympathetio attitude, urs, Xira is also reported to have been sshamed

- responsibility to the community beeause of hey son's deed, an
interesting menifestation of community responsibility,

Hikide also stressed thot most resentment was Being expressed by the
older bachelor group whop he said, were the WRA's most sovere eoritics and
always inclined to oritieise the actions of the Administration on prindgple.

A rumor, the extent of whiel ot able to judge, wos ourrent in

camp that the authorities were atten ing to n boy's shooting appear

to be suicide, Surprisinziy enough, very few rumors werc stimulated by the

réports from Cmaml Camp, that goldisrs had fired warning shots or shouted
offensive remarks at evaocuces,

Op the evening of December 9 Ny, Kondo strengthened my evidenct th t
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was orystallizing around the severity of the hearing., A lengthly argument
took plece in my presence, Wi which one evacuse held that the M, P,'s
were not so bad, at least they had not always been so bad as this incident
made them appser, and Mr. Kondo held thet they had always been strict
"and wouldn't enswer you when you spoke to them,"

The only evacuee remark T heard on the annouheement in the papey

taht residents wust not proceed beyond the project fence without the consent

of the proper authorities end thet they must stay within the confines of
the fence from sunset to sunrise was: "Why do they want us to stgg in

bounds, We haven't done anything?"

Caucasian React ions

Since the interests of the study 14s more with the evacuses than with
the Caucasaian appointed staff, I spent mueh more time and ensrgy colleoting
data amony the Japanase. Unfortunately, since mattars moved go Pfagi, this
renders my knowledgs of cauoagiong reactions quite incomplste, What I
did observe led me to conelude that overt signs of emotional distrbance ovey
the shooting were {fay stronger among the Caucasians then smong the eveouses,
Every Ceucasian to whom I gpoke in the days immediately followine the

gshoot ing,

4

was exoited to gome depree, Many were nervous and some weyre
afraid, Wost of my friends vounced on me ag soon as they eaught sight of
mé and began to pouyr out what they knew of the affaiyr, To them it was one
of the most execiting, or thrilling ococcurances of their stay in camp,
I believe ths news sprsad far more ranidly through the Caucagian
barraocks than it did smong the evacuees, The barracks are withing sight
of the hospital and some of the Caucasisns gaw the jeeps patroelling
Wednesday night, As I have mentioped before, no evaocuee to whom I spoke,
knew that the jeeps had entered the camps, although I @elieve that some of the
evacuee dootors and nurses must have ssen them,

Unfortunatdy, I heve not been able to disouss the inoident with
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eny of the Cauessians whom I know to be hostile to the evacuses, When
I did oome in oontact with these individuals they seemed re luctant to
discuss the inoident, ¢Those Caucasians who have sougzht me out belong to that
faction which is extremely pro-gvacues in sentiment, They were violent
in the ir denuncistion of the goldisrs - far more violent than any of the
eveouees, The soldiser forced the wounded boy to walk into the hospital;

"

the soldier may have been drunk,” One tgacher expressed the fear that a

arge group of goldiers might get &runk, bosrd their jeeps, deseend upon

the camp and shoot every evecuee in sight, The vietim was defended
because he was an artist, becauss he was not Bn his right mind, beocause
his passionate desire to relocate had been rofused, It is interesting
to note that the most ocommon evacues opinion: ; the soldieyr should
have stopped the boy without shooting, was seldom expressed by the
Caucasians,

My subjective inpression of the staff, gained during meals, is that
the group was very nsrvous and undeyr oohsidereble tension, AS sn experiment,
I remerked at dinner on the night of Decembsy 2 that I thought thot the
goldiers and someé of the Caucssian staff were afraid of the evacuees, The
results were interesting. Both Mr, Cross and Mrs.
angry snd denied repestedly that V were af:ﬁid.l

said that I had meant nothing by my stotemang,

Mrs. Luty is vooiferous in her defenss of Lir, Terry's refusel to give

Mr. Cross is a California from Bakersfisld, a member of the Agricultural
Division, He hes repeatedly told me that the Jeapsness arc dangsrous, that
he coannot understand why I trust them ss I do, that he kmawos Japaness far
better than I do and that one of these days he iz going to enlighten ¢y me
and tell me gome things which will make me more careful about alicing around
the ¢amp lste in the evening, (I shall attempt to get this
verbatim statement from Mr. Cross as soon as opportunity offers itself,)

Mrs. Iuty hes in my presence frequently sccused the evacuees of stealing,
stated that you really can't tmsktons of them, and confessed that when she
gets in & lerge group of evacuces she feels smotheres and must escape,
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Kirs leave clearance, Her rensone are thot the bay was ntterly se1fish, se1f-

cetibered, not loyal éither to Jnoan or to the United States, thnt he 12 very

erratic (denied by Brewn,) and that he ohenged from "noeno" tn "yes<yea" only

becange he wanted to re loeste,
ire Demnett's attitude towsrd the military police underwent some ohonre as
8 result of this incident, Ceptain yorse's threat to expose WRA "dirt™ and the
incident in which ths soldier sh-outed insultes st evacnee pirils may have haen
grificant Icotors in the chonre,
Yo Wolter's unuseally revenling stetements during my interview indien
thet he weg vaery anery over the actions of the militar imnriked afte
crvdew Lhet he was not golnk to the P.X, not becruse he was afradd bHug

he didn't wigh to onsage in ¢ yaical comdat wikth Morse nwith n sompany

L] 1

iers present, ot thet T'd mird 4t thouegh, under di’ferent circumatances,’

eneral this incident was chopactarized by remeriudiec cuietness nnong
evaceas and by gomewhet more cxcitenont among the Caucngisns,
rapidity with which rumor {s known to spresd through the crmp, same of
gvacueds did not koow of the event until thay read the newspapay, None lknew
of the entrance of the ormed soldicrs, except perhmps some mendbers of the
hogpital staff, The eveouses 2s ¢ whole weyre resentful and eritionl, agpecinlly
ginee the boy wag unarmed and hod not threntemed the soldisy, bt they were
not ot &1 violent or ‘nelimed to geal vengeance, On the contraryv, it appesrs
comrunity council weg to gxtent nt Jeast, used by the evmouGe:
to formuiate snd pregent to the admintstration & ressiution
intended to prevent s reoccurrence,
In this conrection, it ghould not be formotten that none of the evacuees,
the remmants of the proeicpnnese pregaure groups, wes esnzeisus of

narrowly they had ésceped m b1 supeyvision and 4tr dancers,
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Caucasien and evacuee attitudes on the competence of the military police

were clearly brought out by this incident, In gemeral, the Caucasians express=-

ed their lack of respect more freely than the evacuees.

A week after the shooting, the incident was stil! the topic of extensive
discussion among the evacuees, but among the Caucasians interest had died
down almost entirely except among those individuails particularly concerned,
Evacuee resentment had shifted somewhat from resentment over the shooting of
an unarmed boy to the conviction that something ought to be done about the
striotness and the delay in the leave clearance hear ings,

The fact that the story of the boy's menta] derangement spread with the
acoount of the shooting, the fact thet he was a nisei, could speak fluent
English and could not have misunderstood the goldier, that he was not fatally
injured and thet those evacuees willing to make trouble over the inoident
ere smell in number end disorganized, all contributed to the orderly acceptance

of the incident.
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IEAVE CIEARANCE HEARING OF SATOSHI KIRA

Date:
Time:
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het is vour nome?
Setoshi Kira,

ki

Qe ¥
A,

f

How old are yout

Twenty-one s

What is your address here?

dZ=11=3,

Whet waere your
Ios Ange les,

Whers did
In Seattle,

Is that
ieg,

You lived there until

Where 7
At the Assembly Center,

Why had you not regisi
Because 1 was not

wr

What is name of

What is the
Sadayo Kira,

Aré they both mlive?
Yes.

Where do thsy

GIIA RIVER PROJECT

RIVERS ARIZONA




And your mother?
Forty, I think,

What is your father's oococupation?
He is & film technician,

What is your mother's ooccupation?
She is a housewife,

What is your father's occupation here?
Camp project ionist,

Your mother's?
Cashier st the Beauty Shop.

Have they applied for repatristion?
No, they haven't,

Your father is a citizen of Japan and your mother a citizen of the United States?
iy Dad is not techniocally a citizen ol Japan as he was born in Hawaii and was
taken to Japan at an early age,

fie olaimes Hawaijan birth?
Yes,

Has sither perent been interned?
No.

What hes been your education?
I have gone to Junior Colleze almost two years there in Ios Angeles,

You have never been outside of the United States?
Bo. I haven't,

You have had three years of Japanese Isnzuage School?
Yes.

Have you any brothers and sisters?
I have a sister,

Whst is her name?
Rui,

And her address?
32-11=B,

How o01d is she?
She is twenty,

What hes been her educstion?
She has gone almost half year to Junior College.
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Hay she ever been outside of the United Steates?
No, she hasgn't,

Whet, if enything, was her employment befors evacustion.
She was & school giri.

At the present time, is she employed?
Yes, She is a teacher at the high School.

What docs she teach?
Ppysical Educetion,

Has she applied for expatristion?
No, she hasn't,

Do you have any close relatives in the United States who are interned or who have
been interned?
No.

Do you heve any close relatives in Japan?
On my father's side, but I don't o211 them close.

How are they related?
His brothers and his brothers' sons end dauzhters.

No grandparents?
Noe

Do you happen to know whaether any of them are serving or at any time were serving
in the Japanese Army or Navy?
We haven't heard from them for five or six years, so I don't know,

Before that time, did you know of any of them serving in the Japanese Army or Navy?
I remember--No, I don't think seo.

What were you going to say when you said "I remember."
I think there was one uncle who mirht have served.,

In the Army or Navy?
In the Army, I think,

You are not married?
No, I am not,

What has been your employment record? Were vou employed prior to evacuation?
I‘t L+ 2

Are you employed?
Not now, T was working for the newspaper.

How Jonz since you have been unemployed?
Approximete 1y two months,
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Whet was the reason for your leaving the employ of the newspaper?
I completed my special work on the Anniversary Booklet.

How long did you work on that?

One month,

Were you employed before that?
Yes.

In what @apacity?
As artist on the newspaper,

Whet I am trying to get at is for you to zive me your employment record here in
the Center--on the Projeot,

When T first came I worked as junior clerk in the Administration Buildine for a
month end after that I went to the newspaper, for four months,

Is there any reason why you have not undertaken other employment after the Booklet?
I am waiting for the proper kind of a job in art,

When you say the "proper kind of a job" do you mean in the Center?
Yes.,

Were you registered by your parents for dual citizenship?
No, I was not,

You obtained that information from your porents?
Yes, But I think I remembcr my parents having registered me st birth, but just
before the war broke out they cancelled it,

How ?
By writing to the Japanese Consulate,

Where?
In [os Ange les,

Have you any papers to show thet cancellation?

In order to have the Japanese citizenship oancelled we had to turn the Japanese
citizenship paper in, so we have no record of it, Just before the war we had it
cance led--in Decembrr,

The first week in December?
I don't know exactly when it was, but it was before the war broke out,

What date did the war break out?
December seventh,

The first week of December?
I think it was osnceled in Novembey,

Whet are your plans for the future?
We1l, first ¢ of all, when I relocate 'I want to zo back to school, But in the
meentime, I think I will have to wopk to zo to school.
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Is there any psrt of the country that you prefer for reloaoction?
I prefer to relocate in the iidwest,

What additional education sre you seekinz?
I wish to complete my university education,

Along what 14ire?

A 1iberal course irvolving a1l the things that a person ordinarily would learn,
majorinz in art, of course.

liave you been studying art here?
Yes, I have,

In school?
Not in school.

You are studying at home?
I attended nirht school about a week, but I am studyine privately now,

Who is your teacher?
.‘Jir ® Inﬂ wa o

You have no) interest in any professional or vocational course?

Yes, I would be interested in commercial srt and fine arts, To define fine arts,
I mean painting, drawing and water color.

And your objeot and akbition is to be an artist?
Yes,

What is your feeling about returning to the West Coast?

Well, T would 1ike to gzo there if we had a chance, but mainly because I feel I
haven't completed a1l the subjects thet were available at the Junior Collere
education, so for thot reason I want to zo bsok there .

Whet advantage would thot be? Similar educational instruction is offered in other
parts of the country?

There would not be a real motive except for the sent imental side--teaghers, sohool
mates,

You expect to find the seme teachers and school mates?
I probably won't find the same school mates, but I would find some of the teschers.

Do I understend then that you would prefer to zo to th West Coast for sentimental
reasons rather thon beoause of better instruction than in other parts of the country?
My perticualr desire is to return to the West Coast and continue my educntion

there, but if that is impossible and so lone as it is impossible, my purpose would

be to go to the Widdle West and continue my education there.,

If you found 1iving conditions and working conditions satisfactory in the Midwest,

would you remain there even thourh ocportunity were afforded you to return to
the West Coast?
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A, Well, thet would depend entirely upon the job--the pay, living conditions and the
attitude of the psople 1ivinz there, :

Q. Suppose that the job, the pay and the 1iving conditions, also the attitude of the
peopls were just as they are today?
A, Today? Well, if they were the same as today I would not go back,

Qe+ Suppose the job were better on the West Cosst but the attitude of the people was
just as it is today?

A, Well, in thot ocese my decision would depend entirely upon when the job is
available or how much the job pays or what type of a job it is,.

Do you know anything about the sttitude of the people on the West Coast?
Well, 211 I know is what I read in the newspapers and if the newspapers play up
the disagreeable side, thot is what I know,

Have you any intention of visiting Jepan in the future?
No, ot at present or in the future, The way I feel now, I have no desire to
visit Jepan, ‘

Heve you any immedicte plans for relecction &8s to 8 particular place to go or a
pertiounler institution in which to continue your education?
No.

Have you corresponded with any institutions or any relocation offices in which you
are perticulerly interested?
llo, I have not-=yet,

Have you ever applied for expatriastion?
No, I haven't,

Do you or your family own eny property or investments or have you any business
connectioms in Japan?

v

NO e

Do you have any prospect of inheriting any Japansese property?
No.

What have been your interests outside of your education and your art?
I would say a zood job.

No, that is not what I mean, Have you been interested in sports, activities, etc.?
I have been interested in musioc,

In what form?
As & listener and also s a performer in the choir,

Have you taken up any sports? :
Not recently. 1In sochool I enjoyed swimming,

Did you ever belong to eany athletic team?
NO.




Did you ever porticipete in any Japanese sport?
No., Except when we had pionics, where a person ran, hizh jumped, eto,

Thet is not s pecnliarJapanese sport, You never partioipated in Judo, Kendo, etc,?
No, no Japsnese sport.,

Have you participated in eny activities since you have been here besides your work
on the newspeper and your art work?
No s

fiave you belonped to any Japanese organizations st any time either here or hefore
you ceme here?

No.

Have you belonzed to any American organizations other than Hizh School fraternities.
Have you been & member of the Boy Scouts, Y.,M.C,A, or any other oreranization?
NO .

What is your ability to speak Japanese?
At home 811 T spoke was English, but T can understand Japsnese.

Can you speak it?
A 1little bit,

Qe Can you read it?
A, A 1ittle bit,

« Can you write it?
A, T can write my neme but not much more.

Q. Have you subscribed to or read Jepesnese periodicals or publications?
No, I have not, ;

Q. Have you contributed to any Jepanese gocieties or funds of any sort, or sny

?

Japenese orranizations of any sort whatgoever?
=
NO &

fieve you contributed to any American socicties or orpanizatiomns?
Red Cross,

Have you purchased any War Bonds or stemps?

Yes. I have a $25 War Bond,

fleve you taken any part in American drives or anything of that sort in connection
with raising funds?

No.

Have you ever been arrested or guestioned by police?
No.

Have you ever had any dealings with Interna) Security at the Center or been questioned
about any of your sctivities?
No.




When you first angwered question 28 on the military registration questionnaire,,
you answered that question in the negative?
Yes,

Was that & true answer when you gave it?
Yes.

Will you explain the reason for your answering the question that way?

In the first place, the Japanese were put in camps while the American citizens
of German and Italian ancestry were not. The conditions in the Agsembly Center
such as 1iving 4n stables where there was no ventilation and in 1ining up for
hours et & time in order to eat at a mess hall « those were the conditions which
influenced me, The main reason was becouse we were in ocamp.,

Did any one influence your decisior in any way?
No.

Did you arrive at a1l these conclusions by yourse 1?7
Yes.,

And the sum total of rour objections to this treatment led you to state thst you
refused to swear alleziance to the United States?
Right .,

Weas thot the part of the question you were answerine in the negative or were you
mot ivated in eany way by the other part of the question which agked if you were
loyel to Japan? Did that part of the question enter into it at a11?

Whet do you meen by that?

The question » "Wi1l you swear unquelified alleziance to the United States of
America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all attack by foreign
or domestic forces, and forsweay any form of allegiance or obdience to the Japeane se
emperor, or any other foreizn government, power or orsanization,” You have stated
that this request led you to refuse to say you woQld swear unqualified n1lleriance
to the United States, Did you answer also lead you to fec1 you would swear ¥y
@llegiance to the Japanese Emperor or did that enter into it at a11?

We were placed in these camps and the attitude of the press as it was then made

me feel thot maybe Japan was the place where I would have my best opportunity for
the future,

So, at the time you answered this questions you were inclined to feel that you
mizht be willing to swear alleciance to Japan?
That is right,

Now, in other words, at the time you answered the question on February 11th you
definitely fe1t this way about the United States?
Yes,




And one week later, I believe on February 18th, you expressed a desire to chanre
your answer to Qmestion 27%
Yes.

You were wiilinz to serve in the armed forces of the United States and you, I
believe, did ohange your answer on thst day?
Yes,

Since that time, have you expressed a wish to ohange your answer to Question 287
Yes, I have,

About when did you meke thst appdication the first time?
When segregation hearings were begun, T don't remember exactly when thot was,
It wes right after I hed my seczregation hearing,

Thet was the eorly pert of this yeex 1Is that right?
Yess It wey my desire to hove it changed when T had my hearing,

Will you state the basis on which yon wighed to chanee your answer at that time?
Why, at that time, did you wish to change your snswer?

Over a year had passed since the war broke out., The attitude of the press had
changed since we were first sent to oamp and the fact that pepple ware more
willing to accept us as citizens and -ive us equal opportunities, These prompted
me to chenge my snswer,

You speak about the press of the nation, How much of the press of the nation did
you see during the period when you were disloyal to the United States?

Why I saw just the Pacifio Coast pacers, particularly the los Angeles Times,
Exeminer and Herald Lxpress,

What led you to believe the attitude of those papers has changed in any way?
Their attitude has not changed but the papers in the Midwest and the East are
favorable,

Did you sc<¢ those papers at the time you were bitter about the attitude of the
West Coast?
No, I didn'e,

Whet basis of knowledze do you have that the rest of the country felt more kind1ly
towards Japenese-"merioan citizens at any time?
They seem to be very agreceable toward us, s0 I think that ik 2 very hedlthy sien,

Wes your feeling of loyailty or lack of loyalty to the United States dependent
entirely upon the attitude of the péople and the press towards your minority
racial group?

I would soy yes,

And if you discovered thot the povernment or military policies might affeot youy
minority eroup in a way which you considered unjust, would you on that basis either
zain or 10se loys 1ty to the United States?




Well, thet would depend entirely on what happens to American citizens of German
or Italian ancestry, If those policies might be put into operation agzainst or
were applied to Germens and Italians as well as Japanese, I would not mind, but

on the other hand, if they epplied only to us, then I would not know, I mizht
change my answer,

Are we supposed to infer from these answers that your loyalty or lack of loya 1ty
to the United States is entirely sei1fish to quality?
It could be interpreted as se1f ish,

I am asking you to interpret it for us, We are anxious to know whether it is
based entirely upon the treatment which you reoceived individually as a member of a
minority recial group, or whether it 4is based upon the fact that you consider that
democracy has so failed menerally as to be an institution to which you cannot he
loyal?

The two statements which you give ere slizhtly disconnected, are they not?

You will have to seporate them and answer them, What T am driving at is this,

You sre doubtless aware that during the period when you were mrowing up, if you
studied American history, at a1l times there has besen oppression of one class or
race by another, based upon race prejudice or class hatred, You are probably also
anare of the fact that today there are certain oppressions in the southern states
against negroes which do not exist as far as white people are concerned, although
both are citizens in the eye of the 1aw and the Constitution., Does the fact -

that the southern states, to some extent, oppress negroes cause you to he disloyal
to the United States, or is it only when the oppression reaches you personally
through the group of which you are a member that your loyalty to the United States
wavers?

I would say thet if it affected me personally, I would change my answey, I§ would
depend upon how I em treated personally,

In other words, when I asked you if your loyalty or disloyalty is based entirely
upon what we might consider the treatment of yourself, the snswer to that would
be "Yes?"

Yes,

411 I cen say is this, 1Is your loyalty which you now profess caused by a chapge of
ottitude towards loyalty to the fundamental principles of this country as you
lsarned them in school and colleze, loyalty to the principles of democracy as set
forth in the Constitution of the United States and a1l the dilferent states and the
Decleration of Independence, the Emancipstion Proclamation and the othey decuments
which Americens point to as indicotive of the government we are supposed to have,
or is based upon how nesrly the zoverning bodies, governing individuais--people of
the United States--arrive at successful administration of those principles with
regord to your own personal place in the population of this country?

While the Constitution and the Declaration of Indeperdence ore all fine documents,
they are only documents. It would depend entirely upon how their administration is
handled by the people and those documents oan only stand as lonz as the people
desire to carry out those principles,

I assume from your orizinal enswer to Question 28 that your belief wag that the
constitutional provisions broke down and failed in so far as the treatment of vour
group was concerned,




I would not say thet the doocuments broke down but the interpretations broke down,

Whet test of the interpretation have you mede, or whot attempt have you made to
test the strength of those documents in relstion to your own situation?

First, we have bec¢n promised that we could pursue happiness, a very important
principle, I don't think that was possible in the assembly centers or in the
reloontion centers.

I am afraid again thot you misurderstand the Constitution of theUnited States,
the fundemental law of the United States, As you know, there are judicinl bodies
throughout the United States up to and ineludinz the United States Supreme Court.
There ere tribunals in which every citizen and every alien may compianin of any
injustice or violation forbidden by the Constitution of the United States, You
are awcre of thet, are you not?

Yes,

fou feel thot there hag been injustice end discrimimation in your particular cesee-
in the case ol people of Jepenese ancestry? Whet effort have you made to preserve
your rights through the democratic channels of the United States?

I have not made any personal effort, but T think @ certain person in Portlend,
Oregon, and anothcr fellow who lives on the Pacific Const, mede that teat end took
their cases to the Supreme Court,

Arve you femilier with the results?
I am not too familiar, but someé of the cases that the Supreme Court passed were
unfevoreble, werc they not?

You personally, however, have made not effort in your own favor?
No.

Have you considered any legel eid which is free, which !s offered in most any
community throueh the Bar Associntion or throuch the other channels or employing
alawyer, in the event that you or your family wented to do thnt? Have you taken
that step?

o, I haven't,

Do you consider it fair to condemn @ system of government or to relinquish your
loyalty to & system ol government without gziving it aghance to sce whether it
works or not 7

I haven't tested it but these people T mentioned before tested it,

Whet I am aflpaid of is thet your oricinal enswer end your desire to chanme werc
based solely and exclusively upon your own selfish interests, without any regard
to your rightes or obligations as & citizen, T would 1ike to hove you demonstrate
to me thet I em wronze. If you fee] thet you are beine denlth with with absolute
fairness~-* want you to be fair to yoursel” and I want you to he faly to usj buk
wheb can I conolude except that your loyalty depends upon how the officials of
the press and the people of the United Stetes deml with you cersomally? Would you
seérve in the United States Army?

he Tes, I would,




Qe Would you serve in the United States Army regardless of whether you were loyal
to the United States or not? ‘

A, If I hed said I were disloyal, I don't think I would, but I am loyal now and
would serve in the Army.

Q. If you were refused leave olearance, would you serve in the United States Army?
A, If I were drafted, I would, yes,

GOODMAN

't question right there~~if you were drafted, We know von
would you be willing to serve?

Qe That one angwey to th
would serve then, but
A, Yeg, I would be,

Q. Are you loyal enough to g8 or just serve beoanse you had to serve?
A, You know if I did not went stay here and if I did not want to serve
United Stetes Armj would repatriste to Jspane, would I not?

You would ask for it probably,

TER RY:
Qs Under what ciroumstances would you voluhteer for service in the United States Army?
A, It is difficult to say. Tt would depend upon the time,

Ce Give a8 set of ciroumstances under which you would volunteer,

A, Well, I would volunteer if the Japanese peonle were alleowed to return to the Pacifio
Coast because the threat of invasion by Japan no longer ewists.

Qs Would you, under those circumstances, volunteer for service in the Pacific?
A, Yes,

Qs You would have no objection to fizhtins arainst -our people?
A, No, no objection,

ROGERS ¢

Qe I heve 8 man working for me who has asked for repatriastion, ie made a lot of money
in the United States,s I asked him why he was repatristinz ard he said his family
was in Japan, Then I asked him what his renson wag for repatriating in Japsne and
he said he would go over until this thing is over end then come hack, I wounder what
your attitude is toward that sbory. What is going to happen to him in Japan and
what will he do when he comes back to the United States, ¢ has mede Jots of money
here in the United States, he hog lots of property, and wa are talking anhout loyalty
and trestment, etc, here, What do you think of his reception wher he lands in
Japan and when he ocomes baock to the United States to make more money? Do you think
he will be allowed to keep 211 that money over thsre? Do you think when the way
is over he will be allowed to come back to the Jnited States? So you think that
is & true procram which he can work out?

No, I don't think so, I would not 211 him a very fine person, He ocertninly is
not petriotio.

TERRY :

If your feelings were based upon inadequate information, not knowing how the
country as a whole felt, and if your failed to exceroise your richts as a citizen
by seeking redress in the courts of the United States, would you still feel that
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it was rot up to you to do anythine, not up to you to #ind out how the rest of the
country felt, but so lone as you were being oppressed in newspapers, would you be
Justified in dedlering yourse1f ddsloyal to the United States? Do you see the Point?

A, But would not a person not a Japanese have the same ideas? Would he not answey
the same way if he were put into oamp?

I am not askinge bout anybody else, I am akking about you,

The thing is, what knewledze is acouired by an individual would affect his

decision end if the attitude of the préss of the nation was not known to you, than I
think even you would esnswer the same way, AR

I6t me put it this way. If somebody agsaulted you on the street without justifica-
tion and broke your jeaw and knooked some teeth out, and injured you, anmd if you

had gone up to the policemsn on the corner snd ssked him to arrest this person and
you knew who it wag who assaulted you, and the policeman refused to do it, would
you feel justiffed, for instnace in killine the policeman?

No, I would notf
Why not?
Because the policeman is not responsible for my broken jaw,

e is responsible for your immedicts deprivation of your rirhts, isn't he?
Yes, I would report him to his superiors,

Whet else would you do?
I would find another policeman,

You would not take that action because you know you could -et redress in otheayp
ways, Now then, suppose that you failed to de any of those thimgs or nothing

sbout it, would you feel justified in statinz thet law and order had comepletyly
broken down in that community and that you had no use for that type of government,?

I I were pcrsecuted outside, at least T would have my liberty and it would make
me fight,

Suppose you went to Cleveland, got off the train and a policeman took yon and
locked you up in jail because you looked 1ike a Japanese ?

Iwould get a lawyer and see if T could met out.

You would not have your liberty then,wpuld you?
I would have 1iberty in my Zrasp.

What difference is theret
The thing is, 4if T had the opportunit v to =zo outside, I would be more free than
Iam here,

ave you been deprived of permission to communicate with lawyers?
No.

Have you ever, for instance, come to the o'fice of the Projeect Attorney here and
agked to obtain s lewyer?
No.

Don't you think you have negzlected to even attempt to -roteet your own richts?
¥ y f g




. * A, I puess I have,

« Don't you think that your answer, in the fact of such nezlsot, is not lozioal?
The situation is the same, I€ is not changed, Any chanze which appears to you is
unreal, trensitory., People througnout the United States have not changed their
attitude as a whole towards your racial minopity group., If anything, the change
would have boen for the worse because of the force which eomes out of the Pacifioe
because some peop'e are unaileeto distinguish batween an enemy alien and a citizen
of this country end that situation wil) probably get worse.
I have many friends who have relocated, T have not heard of & single case wher
& person rag failed because of the attitude outside.,

You were 1iving here, outside of California, for many months before vou angwered
r

that question., I think we have gone far enough, hbut I am trying to zet you to
understand the besic reasoning which led you to answer this question and your
own failure to ncquire knowledce of the situation and protect your own rightge=-
you say would not amybody in the same situation answer the question as you did,
1 s my own opinion that the majority would certainly have not answered it that
% I would notes I would have exercised my legal rights.

lawyer, would be closer to

There hes been a lawyer right here. You haven't even attempted to consult a
jawyer inside or outside, You haven't raised a finger to proteot your rights,
How ean you blame a situation when you have not done anything$

I have been 8 school-boy almogt a1l of my 1ife and 1ed a shelterad 1ife, but I

know thet there is no excuse for me not dding anythine about it,

agkine to do everything now that demooracy stands for?

thet those other boys who are firhting for the United States would 1ike

CONCIUDED

No risk, but canpot affirmatively recommend clearance, Dosg not
possess & real sense of loyalty,

James A, Terry
Committee Chairman




KIRA'S IEAVE HEARING

S8ince Dr, Hata and Mr, Wolter believe that Kira's illness wos
precipitated by his leave olearmmee hearing this stenographio
warrents olose examination, Kire ghownsd no symptoms of
before this experience, Gordon Brown is of the opinic:
treatment & this hearing "pushed him over the brink,
me oonfidentielly that it mizht well heve been the
said he, had not besen well conducted; it hed been tur
rather than an attempt to get an expression of the boy's opinion,

Both Kira's father and rother hsve mentiomed the unforturate 0t
produced by the heering, WMrs, Kira is recorted to be partioulsrly disturbed
over it. Acoordinz to her, the boy has bsern brooding ever since, and has
stated repeatedly thet he resented the questions put to him, Mr. Kira
said that Satoshi oame home that day && snd 18y down, complainine of feeling
very tired,

In this and other reports 1 have mentioned fresuent!y that many evacuees

complain to me of Terry's "eriminal attorney” mannar.l This was ment ioned

in the council meeting by Harry Miyake slthough he did not call Terry
by neme,

Mrs. Inty, whoserved as stenographer, was greatly disturved by the
shooting, She tslked frequently of the incident and was absolutely in
agreement with Terry's decision, Kira, she said, was se¢1fish, utterfg-
g8 1l =centered, very erractic, and not loyal either to Japan or to the
United Statese. She wes certein thet he hed changed his answer only because
he wished to reloe~te., 1ater she added that Kira, st times, sesmed ready
to jump oveyr the dest at any minute end take Mr. Terry by the throat,

He was very loguacious and very arpume ntat ive,

ICn Decembey 8 I was told by Miss Wilson, one of the hizh school tcachers,
that she had besen told of a leave clecrance hearipgz st which Terry was
cheairmen where the evacuee being questioned suddenly"begean chattering and
Jebbering in Japanese, Mr, Terry sttempted to make the interprster trenslate
the Japanese, but the interpreter refused, saying, "I can't tell you, I can'g
tell you,"




Mr. Terry's charecter is paradoxiedl in the extreme. He is honest,

sincere, intelligent and kind, He is devoting himself whole ~hearted ly

to his tesk of assisting the evacuees, In hig legal defense of the Japane se

he is often unselfish to & degree, If he thought he wers fighting in
[T

8 just csuse, he would, I beliecve, riéﬂ his professional repuration

without hesitestion,

His desire to assist verges ot times on sentimentality., When Kimike

Murekemi wes determined to leave on the Gripshoelm he ergued with hep
for hours, of'fered to lend her money, and, according to Brown, even eonce ived
of the camp to pet her away from the authorities,

uneble to understand, to
yongequent ly to take into eousiderstion, the

paychological eflfeots of evacuation on the Japanese, Ha will never

ate pass urehellenged,

let an opportunity for
He is utterly blind the Japanese' sengitiveress and inadvertantly

injures their feelings by his brusque behevior. That & person wou 1d

Ty 2 1

is honesty and

st unpopular Caucasian

on the project.

On December 11 T attendsd & small Terry and

his wife were preent, This was the night of the 5 from Washington
and New York, Terry argued with Brown, Wolter and Provincethat any

betbep of the evacuses had a "perfect legal right" to waic out of oamp,

He couldn't see why they didn't stert legal proceedines, Thouzh he

battlsd valiently, the combined insistenece of three men and two womsn,

Mrs. Wolter and myself, {inally forced him to sdmit that the eveocuces
not.iveted by the ir fears, resentments, and other emot ions

by logie, thet en apprecistion of their lepen yizhts undey

)
| 3]

wstitution is inhibited by thedr attitudss, and that they shouild
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not be ocondemned beesuss of thisg,
The members of the group, partioulerily Nrs.Eoltsy, wer: not too
tactful in their statements, eand I think some impressicn wag made on

m

Terry's menta? orysalis,

Fyrom Brown I hear thot Terry wil) offioiate et no more leave clearance

heer ings, if Wolter has apythine to say about it,

PURSORAL NOTES O1 ik HEARTRG
ot kot S o B Rk

On ptire 4 Tepry Poreced Kira to sdmit

the dete he had seid he had

he Japanese consul, On the next tws copes exry spent ooamsideyable

% 1 3 : 1
'hy he wished to return to the West Coast,

youeeg’ degire ko return ‘ast Coast is ingorprehensible

Terry, On the ocemgion when he tricd to orosg-examins ne , he
that he oouln't understand why the Jupanese wished to go back

to Californie, He certainly wou'n never 2o back if he hed been treated

as they were,

On page 8 Tire explained that he enswered "No" because the Japanese
were put in camps while American citizens of Teelien and German ancestry
were not, The conditions in the egsembly center, no ventijetion,
lining up to eot et the mess hall also ancered and humilinted him,

m)

This is e significant erd very oommon ettitude which 1 é noountered
frequently when I intervismed potential seprevess,
he ehenmed his mind heeause he falt that
feit that now
he had & chenoe iu the United § , This is also an attitude whieh

repeatedly,

e e R

an evacues told me "Terry aluays hoeros on the West Const,

wine had @ hearing, he asked him, "Where wouid you go
& HhikkOakhk Bast Const?™ My friend said, 'I would 20

ste' Thenm Terry said, "Where would you wo i? they olosad
7 "Then T guess I'd go to the South,' "Where would you
9d the South?' 'Then, I don't know what I'd do,' said my

A

of
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Mr. Terry then questioned the boy minute ly as to where he had zot the
information of this ehange of public ovinion and sucoesded in putt ing
answered the question dishonestly,
consciousnegs of the change in Ameriesn Public opinion, the fact
't evecuees with a good record would be allowsd t- recloeate permiasted
camp at this time (early spring of 1942), mne would rot have
gubscriber to a Middls Westsrn newspaper to ba esnsious of it
dey its

On pages 9 end 10 the diflerent framee of rafarerces Po loyalty

held by Terry end Kire sre cleer )y acpsrent, I msade referance to

these different més of reference for loyaity in my report on sagregation,

himse1f as willing to give uneuvalified sllegiance to

the United States if his people were trected justliy. This did not

D

stitute loyalty to Terry who remarked severa?! times that he

P

attitude very selfish,

icult to consider Kira wild end erractioc when reading

the second question on pape 10, The answer is intelligent

L
alertnecses

swers that your loyalty
¢ly selfish in quality?

asking you to interpret i § use We ars anxious to know
besed entirely upon the eetment whieh you rees ived
: 3 8 member of 2 minority racial group, or whether it
is based upon the fact tint you esnsidey thot demoorecy hss so failed

generally as to be an institutio: © whiech you canrot be loval?
¥ p v

Kira: The twe
the y not?

e . v
"1 do not suggest the there are only tw rames of refg

vapanese snd one Ameyioen There are no doubt many,

«

During my interview with Terry he remerked that many of his contacts
with evacuees disgusted him bscause the Japanese appeared to be motivated
8lmost entirely by selfish interests,

1




3cause

ume nt ceome




Conf idential

I should prefer that you do not send this section to X, The Xondos are

his very good friends and I am not sure he would approve of the frankness

with which I discuss them,
e ok o o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok o ook

On the evening of December 9 I had an opportunity to visit the Kondos.
Since they are my trusted fyriends and sinoce I knew that they had heen treated
very rudely by Mr, Terry when they consulted him about getting their child
from 2 mental institution in California, I thought their remarks on Kira's
leave olearnace hearing would be interesting,

Mrs, Kondo is & Nisei; her husband is Kibei, She aprears to resent
evacuation more bitterly than ir, Kondo.

She is quite American in her psychological processess: in her attitude
toward the upbringing of children and toward those members of the Caucasian
staff who are incompetent or rude.,

She considers some of the ideas which her mother-in-law wishes to impress
on her 10-year old son superstitions, follish and pernicious, Her husband
considers them wise and propsr.,

¥r. Kondo is a pescemaker, At least he feels "you should not strike
unless you.are sure every evacuee will stand with you.,"

ok o ok ok o ok ke o ok ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok Rk

They were extremely interested when I showed it to them, and sat at the
table reading it topethey, They said nothing until they reanched page B where
Terry began to question Kira on why he wished to zo back to the West Coast.
Said Mrs. Kondo, "Anybody hes & sentiment and an attachment to where he's

been 1iving. The spots he has known in his childhood on the West Coast will

1Tn & later report I shall include an interesting discussion on superstitdoﬁ:
relizion and social stratification in which I participated with the Kondos
and & Japanese friend,
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always be 1ike a dream, Tike the 01d folks say, 'I want to go back to die, It
is my home',"

When they reached the 14thy question on page 9 Mr, Kondo said, "That last
question I think if you ask this question to anybody, I think they'd say, yes,
if you discover thet the government might affect a minority group in any way
or other thet you oconsider unjust,

Concerning the second question on page 10 where Mr. Terry asks Kira if
he considers thet democracy has failed as an institution, Mr, Kondo said, "Any
sensible person would interpret it so--that is democracy for you, If you don't
have & right to think the way you want what have you got."

As Nrs, Kondo continued reading on page 9 and 10 she remarked, "I think
he is brilliant, Good for him.," TIn the middle of 10 where Mr, Terry ment ions
negro persecutions in the United States, Mrs. Kondo says, "That really shows
what he (Mr, Terry( feels--that raciai prejudice in the Sothern states is a
natural thing, Why are we making a fuss when the negroes are abusedi™ When
she reached the top of page 11 she again remarked "I think he is brilliant.”

At the bottom of page 11 when Terry asks Kira why he did not call legal
aid before he condemned the system of government , Mr, Kondo remarked, "How's
the poor kid to know, none of us ordinary people know, I didn't know anything
about the Bar Agsociation,"

Referring to Terry's remark on the second 1ine of page 12 where he states,
"What I em afraid of 4s that your oririnal answer and your desire to change wem
besed solely and escluseively on your own hands." Mrs, Kondo said, "Those are
the exact words he told me, You sre being se1fish to want your child with you®

There was good natured 4dughter on ur., Roger's long dissertation on page

13, Mr. Kondo said, "Boy he's really simple minded," and added thet the plans

of the Japanese to whomRogers referred were impossible. Onoe you paet out of
this country to Japany, naturally you are not going to be allowed to come back

to this country."
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Mr. Kondo was impressed by the discussion of the po'iceman on page 13 and

14, He said, "This idea of changing loyalty is just not the idea from changing

loyalty from United States to Japany, What he means when he says 'I would find

another policeman' is, 'I must find eanother country

At the top of page 14 where Kira sdid thet he would not go so far as to
feel that law and order had completely broken down in a community wheyre such
things were allowed, Mrs, Kondo said tersely, "I would,"

Concerning the fifth answer on page 14 where Kira says "I would have
1iberty in my crasp," Mrs, Kondo remerked, "I should say he can't fight in
here. 1If you do you sign yourself up for reuppel”

At the bottom of page 14 where Terry says thast the people throughout the
United States have not all changed their attitude toward the Japanese, lMrs,
Kondo said, "Oh phooey, what does he mean? When I went to him he ocouldn't tell
us anything until we had chosen snother state to go to, He said he had not,
in one cage found any prejudice against the Japanese in the East. He says, 'If
feeling would be worse therel' Oh, I wish I'd have had somebody to take down
what we said on thet day we went to sce him,"

When he had finished reading the document Mr, Kondo remarked, "That boy
is certeinly e 100% American," He implied that none of Kira's reactions had

been Japanese ,




December 2, morning, 1943

Last night, December 1, an evacuee boy was shot by one
of the military police. A Caucasian teacher, sympathetic
to the evacuees told me her version this morning. The boy,
& brother of one of the evacuee school teachers, was brooding
over his father's relocation, probably did not obey the
command of the M. P. and was shot in the hip. The soldiers
brought him to the hospltal in their truck and according to
one of the negro nurses, made the boy walk into the hospital.
According to this nurse the Mp P. made the remark, "Well,
here's a Jap. I shot, now I'll go and get me somemore.” The
Caucasian teacher expressed concern over the fact that the
soldiers may have been drunk and that this incident may give
rise to more trouble on their part. Thessoldiers may all get
drunk and come in and shoot the evacuees. "They all feel badly
because they are more or less the leavings and have been

relegated here instead of befng sent into active service."

Block Manager

My block manager told me this noon that he thought maybe

the boy was a little crazy. He also said that the people were

saying, "He (the boy) was unarmed," implying that the soldier

had no right to shoot him for this reason.




arsenic in the sugar.

"He told the fellow at the gate that he was president
of the U. S. and director of the project. At the hospital
he has been claiming he's director of the project?l (Here
Miss Smith inserted her oplnion that unbalanced as the boy
is, he could probably run the project as well as Mr. Bennett.)
"The soldier told him to stop. He said he was just walking
along the road to Chandler. He shot at his feet four times
before he plugged him. The soldier was alone. The soldier
sald he didn't know whether he was armed or not so he shot
him in the left kidney.

"Last night the jeeps went up and dewn in front of the
hospital as if they were expecting more trouble . "?

At this moment Mrs. Luty entered the room. She began to
talk: "E was there when the fellow had his hearing. He was
so erratic in his statements.’ He's very self-centered, very
selfish, and certainly not loyal'to the United @ates or loyal
to Japan. He was only interested in himself. He's a very
talented boy. He even referred to the curfew case in Washington
or Oregon. He's a very intelligent boy. Mr. Terry's expression

as he went out was, 'He's certainly off the beam ., "4

IThis infor%ation came to Miss Smith from her sisteréhwho is a

a nurse at
reticent.

2Accordin{; to Brown, there was only one Jeep in Butte.

he hospltal, and in contrast to Miss Smi lasvery

3A§%ordin§ to Brown this 1s false. The boy's statements were
quite lucid.

In Brown's opinion this hearing shows Terry at his worst.




"He had beaten his mother and his sister the day before.
He emptied out the sugar bowl and sald it was full of
a ”
arsenic.
He didn't impress me asbeing insane. He was & very

talented boy. He wanted to relocate and study art. I undere

stand he has been cutting up for a week: He was not granted

leave clearance because he was "NO-NO" and very bitter about
it. He was bitter about the Japanese being put into camp.

"Those of Italian and German ancestry were not put in camps.”
He banged and banged at that.l He had just decided to change

around and go outs That was the only reason. He didn't care
whether Japan or the United States won the w.r. Hé&s name

was Satoshi Kira.

lSee the emphasis put on this point by potential segregees

in "Report on Segregation.™




DECEMBER 2, Afternoon--CAUCASIAN REAGCTIONS

My observations among the Caucasians lead me to believe
that they are more disturbed over the shooting than the
evacuees. For one thing, the news spread far more quickly
through the Caucasian group. The incident is almost the only
topic of conversation, whenever a group of Caucasians meet ,
and it 1s the chief topic at meals.

A conversation with two school teachers and Mrs. Tuty,
who is at present secretary to Mr. Hoffman and in charge of
the legal ordering of the leave clearance hearings is il-
luminating. Miss Smith, an elementary teacher is very symp-
athetic to the evacuees. She began to tell me her version
of the incident: ™This boy was an artist. He did all the
artwork for the Gila News-Courier. He drew the cover for the
anniversary issue. (Here Miss Amith ran to her room for a
copy of this issue which she gave me.) He was begging for
relocation and had been refused by Mr. Terry. Bennett said,
'yes' but Terry sald 'mo'. Luty said 'no' too. Luty said the
boy was nuts."

"Wolter called Luty in about it. She sald,'No, a person
like that should not go out. He's not for America and he's

not for Japan.¥™

"He goes over the bridge to go to Chandler.t Previous to

this he had beaten up his mother and sister. They couldn't

live with him in the same house. He told them there was

1Chand1er is miles away.




KONDOS AND FRIENDS ON SHOOTING December 2, 11200 p«m.

From the Kondos I received a strong corroboration of ny
observations that so far the evacuees are taking the shooting
very quietly. Mrs. Kondo isan execitable person, yet meither

lade any statement
which indicated a violent feeling: 1In fact, though they
are always well informed on evacuee gossip, they admitted that
they knew little abotit the incident. They had heard that the
boy was unbalanced and had been actling strangely. Mr. Kondo
expressed the opinion that "nobody who wanted to escape from
camp, 1s going to go to the gate and walk put when all he has
to do 1s crawl under the barbed wire. Afger all, they boy was
not carrying a suitcase and had no money with him."

They did not know about the patrolling of the camps by
Soldiers in Jeeps carfying machine guns. The extreme ignorance
of the soldiers at the post was discusged at length and in
detall. Some of them can scareely write, was said. "Most
of them are physically unfit for service, that's why vhey're
sent here," saidMr. Kondo. "Mentally unfit, too," added a male
friend. "They can't even shoot," continued this friend. He
based this statement on higobservation of one of the soldiers
Who, in his presence had aimed at a tin can six feet away several
times and had been unable to hit it.

The group took a quiet and objective view of the affairs.

They did not defend the boy, although all agreed the saldier

should not have shot hinm. No particular bitterness was veiced

against the soldlers. TheyP®E%her pitied for their infirmities.




SHOOT ING--HIKIDA December 3, 1943

It is a 1ittle too early yet, It happened the day before yesterday.

From immediete contacts in the mess and in other places, the first
thing that caomes to their minds seems to be "Wamn't there anyother alternative
employed rather than shooting?™ And of course yesterdays paper explained,
The papers stated that the M, P, fired two warninzs, People at first thought
that the M.P. shot without warning,

I think it is safe to say thot there is considerably less reaction
toward the inoident because for several reasons:

1, The mental condition of the young man, He happened to be a Nisei.
That may cause less dissention, He was able to speak English,

2, The wound is not serious enough to cause death to the person,

8. The absence of any pressure group. I think if we had an organization
like the G.Y.P.A, and some others, certainly I think some publio opinion
would have been shown,

I know the father, He used to be a movie projeotionist for the C.A.S.

e was a fine man., He left for Cleveland about a month ago expecting to get

his family., I understend he is comingz back in a few days.1

Some people knew the boy was refused reloocation and are suspecting it,
Peonle don't know about the jeeps coming in,

The evacuees as a whole are more or less holding to their own publie
mindedness, Their view is one of common sense; not so emotional, Of course
there might be some who might be emotional, But they don't bave any oppor-
tunity, Mr. Wolter teRked tp mé this morning, I told him that if five or
six apgitators wanted to start something the rest of the people would hold

them back.

lBacause of the shootine incident,




December 3, 1943, a.m. Mrs. M. (not verbatim)

Had most interesting interview with Mrs. M., this morning.
She was in better spirits than I had ever seen her pefore, and
after I had done most of the talking for five minutes she
opéned up at length on the shooting, My small gift of candy
seemed to please her. While we drank tea she express
following sentimentsg

"The people say that if the boy had attacked the soldier
it would have been all right to shoot him. But Just for running

1

away he had no right in the world. The hoy was unarmed. The

soldler had absolutely no right to shoot an unarmed boy.l"

"There are some people around, I'm not mentioning any
names, who wanted to showyd them. They wanted to g0 and make
trouole. But I told them, 'Don't you do it. You wouldn't
have a chance. They're just looking for a chance to mow you
down.' I told them that they have to be patient. Thelr
chance .will come."

Mrs., Mizuno did not know that jeeps entered the camp s
Since the incldent happened two days ago I think this is good
evidence that the knowledge of the Jeeps entrance into camp

<

has not penetrated among the evacuees. The pro~Japanese group
would certainly be among the first to apprecilate the implications
of this action. 1In this regard, I do not think Mrs. M. was
lying. Shehad nothing to gain, and was, moreover in a very
communicative mood.

Mrs. My did not accuse the soldiers of physical or mental
unfitness. "They hate us. Bh, how they hate us! And for what?

They are ignorant. Its just ignorance."

1This 1is the identical remark made




gL;

Mrs. mf. and two friends who were present burst into laughter when I

remarked that some of the Caucasimns thought that the fire had been an aot

of sabotage. "I'm not saying what they might do, but one thing you can be

sure of, they're not going to sabotage our food 1ike that,"

Mrse. Ms then tried to pump me on the PF¥mor she had been hearing that
Mr, Bennett wants to quit, and also about a rumored investigation of the
Internal Seocurity. I retold as much of my place as a witness in the traffie
ocase as I thought wise., The story was greatly appreciated., My stook in Mrs.
M's somewhat unstable estimation, rose considerably.

Mrs. M. remarked that she saw no reason why since the Caucasians are
studying Japanese, the Administration will not let the evacuees' children
learn it, "They think they can break us, But they're wrong. Our minds
are getting harder and harder,” We discussed and agreed on the point that
the evacuees are getting more and more Japanese in spite of all the Adminige
tration's attempts to make them Americanized, "If they'd let us do somethings
1ike study Japsnese, maybe we'd loosen up a 1ittle toward them,"

Mrs. M, .complained that men were bothering her, She was going to see
Mr. Wolter and tell him that he'd better let her husband come baock to her
(from Santa Pe) or let her join her husband, or else put a guard around
her house., It disgusted her, (If she is seduced, I imagine she will blame
the F.B,I, for leavinz a helpless widow without proteotion.)

She showed me & beautifully written letter in Japanese from a fellow in
Ieuppe and remarked that her brother (the "I" of my segregation Report) sends
mé his regards and is busy gathering data for a long description of the Tule
Inke affair which he will mail when it is safe.

We parted on very friendly terms. She would like to visit me, but it

might get me in trouble with the Caucasians, said she, T urged her to come,




DECEMBER 3, 1943 evening

Interview with anonymous minister

Kira was an introvert, quiet; he was not wroking because he's off the
staff of the Gila News<Courier, He told me he was using his spare time
looking at situations in the cent®¥y and trying to put it on paper (with his
drewing), I'm in complete sympathy with him, I wanted to know if he could
get the feeling of this center from that Butte over there, I also wanted him
to get the feeling of my church, I wanted to put the picture in a mapgazine
with & poem, He drew me & picture., But then he said to me, "I've never
been to a service" So he asked if he ocould come, And he immediately
interpreted the communion, He caught it, I was very pleased.l I wanted
to put it in & magazine with a poem by Miss Inouye in which she said, "The
church, it is a barrack,"

Then, of course, I find myse1f just a busy parson., Really, here in

camp I have been engaged in one case aftey another which required pastoral

oare,
T used to see Satoshi every morning, He 1lived in my own bloock., He
seemed to be lonely because his two friends, his last friend, had pone out.

Then his father had gone out, He had only his mother and his gistey here

now, His father had decided that he would resettle first. Being a retoucher,
he found a fine fob., At the hearing board he had said, "I am only going if
my son is oleared.” They said, "Yes, your boy gave a sincere and honest
answer in his request for change from "No" to "Yes"., But, Me'll have to wait
for Washington's approval, The father had written back that the situation
was all right as far as employment was concerned, but that housing was acute
and he could not call his family out.

On Wovember 30 the mother was called to the leave olearance committee,
to Mr, Graves office. She was asked many questions, After the hearing she

was asked if she wanted to ask them anything. She said, "Yes, my boy has

lHere I was shown a charcoal sketch stil] attached to the board and leaning
against the wall, It was well done, showed power and unusual talent.




approval to leave locnlly speaking but he is waiting for Washington clearance,
If my boy does not leave I can never leavel"

On Degember 1 the boy found out his mother had gone to the leave clearance
office for a hearing, From December 1 the boy wes suspicious of the mother,
He said, "Your're hiding something from me." Of course the mother at that
time didn't understand that possibly the boy might have felt that he was going
to be left behind when she and his sister left cemp. She just thought her
son had strengely changed,

He beoame rather violent toward his mother at times. He began cleaning
house, sorting his things, His sister tried to stop him,when he started
clesning her things, There was conflict, His mother realized he was under
great emotional strain, for what reason they still didn't know,

What heppened was.....I was engaged in this Christmas present business:
811 over the country people are sending presents to the ten reloocation centers.
The ministers want to see that every child has received = present .

I came home at six o'clock, that was December 1. My wife told me, "Where
was I. Here you are running eround and pastoral work is at your door, A
person who never came to your door came."” I knew it was werious. The Kira
family was concerned., There was something wrong, "You better zo to the family,"

So I went to the family, But two friends came and told me the story-~that
the boy had become violent, At two o'clock he had 1eft home and just a few
minutes ago his sister had received a note from the hospital that the boy had
been hospitalized, This being supper time, I phoned the hospital reoeptionist,
She told me that the boy had been hospitalized and was in the operating room,

I thought perhaps the boy had done something violent, or that he had had

an aocident, I went to the family and ﬁ%rd the story., The mother and sister

had 1eft home and gone to a friend's, (evidently before the boy left) 1In the
meantime the boy had left a note on which was written "IL. A." 108 Anpeles is

the boy's home,




On the way to the hospital, I found out the events of the last three days
and felt I alone should see Satoshi., I went into the operat ing room, He
had just come out, Wolter and Graves passed by, (We 1ived aoross the street
from each other in Ios Angeles, He wag such an introvert he never even sa id
"He11lo0.")

I found out then that actually he had been shot by the M.,P, T oame back
then and to'd them,

lhey are row working to zet an opinion from Washington and keep the boy
peaceful, It was through overwork and overthinking,

He is not violent, For the last two months he has been workine on a picture

of the oerpenters working on the new school, Most of the time he was Tooking,
thinking and watching each movement, trying to zet the exact truth of the history
that is passgng by.

In his letter asking for a change from "no-no" to "yes-yes", he said that
if Amaric%cnn see the mistake it has made and make a correction. And he saw

the correction coming: relocation.

Why was he so honest? Becceuse he was an artist, He could not make one

stroke without being honest,

There have been cases where a boy walked past that gate, This is not a

camp with prisoners of war, We also have women and children here., This isn't

8 prison either, When a boy gets sich and he bezing to walk out of the center,

he has no ear to listen or orders, T wish I could show you how this boy walks,
He walks very slowly and precisely. (Here my informant demonstrated the boy's
walk,)

He is not a tough young boy, He's very weak and frail., Y u could stop
him with a tep, He is of thot nature,

In the past T have heard from Dr, Sleath that they have had other such
casés, Then they sent a ocar following the boy and when the boy was exhausted

they would pick him up and say, "Can't I take you back?™ They they would invest=-




igate and find trestment,

I realize army orders must be army orders, But why oan't they see the
boy is sick?" This wasn't dark yet, It was 53130,

I wasn't there but I would 1ike to answer for that, Why was there such
a difference? Is the nature of the M,P. different than before?

kk ok ok Rk kg ook kR Rk ok

Now I know you won't believe this, But on Wovembar 23 when the father
left, the boy told his sistcr, "The M. P, shot me, when I was out there to
get sorap lumber with Tsuk, (Tsuk was his best friend,) Then two days before

this heppened on November 29, he also said he had been shot,

Brown's Notes, December 2, 1943,

Tek}'Tek knows slightly the family of the victim, as they live 4in the

edjacent block,

Boy was 22, Satoshi Kira, Block 32, Had been artist on News-Courier staff
but resigned some months ego because of i{1l-health, Had been 1iving much to
himse1fs, His best and only friend had relocated in June, His father relosated
on November 11, Tatter hed planned to relooate on Nov., 4 hut steyed in for a
funeral., Boy had got on bus on Nov, 4 (date of planned relocation of father)
but had been put off because no pass.

Boy "NO#NO" on auestionnaire, Had applied for leavd clearance and been
heard but not yet taken off stop 1list,

e P, M,

This morning I mangged to see Oguchi™ for a few minutes and disocussed what

had happened and suggested he find what rumors were aflost (Tek already on trail)

I"Tek" 1is Brown's Nisel informant, en inte11igent and capable young man
2Oguohi is Brown's Issie informant, an honest but very naive old rent leman,
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This afternoon he reported back having interviewed 12 people, Results
as follows:
d people expressed violent reactions.
1 (Rev, Tsuda) expressed lengthy but balanced opinions.
8 people had heard of news but were not wpeoifionlly concerned,
& people expressing violent resctions,
(1) Mother of viotim: she wasg in tears and said ghe would
rather not say anything,
(2) A friend (femnle) of mother said sentry should have geen

boy was orazy end tried to stdp him without firearms,
(8) Another person blamed the sentry for firing at all,

(4) Rev, Tsuda says (4) rules should be explained to people
(b) if sentry had orders to fire, he is not to blame, but

orders should be changed,

Oguchi says, "If people £ind out thot viotim sadd, 'Y an the

President' before he was shot, what will they think,

DECEMBER 4, 1943 evening

At dinner I sat at the same toble with Miss Blankenship, an
€lementary teacher notoriously unsympathetic to the evncuees, I took
advantage of this opportunity to pump her on her attitude toward the
shooting, I wes rewerded by o fantastio acoount of the arrival of the
inspecting major, Miss Blankenship is on friendly terms with the
soldiers and visits the post frequently to eat lumch there,

I opened the conversation by remarking thot the evecuees felt that
the sentry should not have shot the boy when he was obv iously dgranﬂed.

"What did they expect him to do?" asked Miss Blankenship, She then

remerked thot the soldiers had been very worried that the boy might die,

4 colene] and o seoond licutenant hed arrived, o full colone 1, not

@ lieutenant colonel; he was strutting around 1ike a real bip shot,
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The reason that Morse had arrested the evacuee farmers last night
was because he had to show this big colonel that he was on duty,
Besides the evacuees were outside the camp limits with passes.

This utterly fantastic account, in which the only item of truth
is the arrival of the officer should be compared to Brown's account

of the real reason for the major's arrival}

Decembey 6, 1943 - SHOOTING

Sat at the table with Iuty egain tonight, Over the coffee I
ment ioned that I had beensllowed to read the transoript of the hearing
of Kira, 1Iuty wanted to know where it was, she had been trying to get
2 hold of it for days.

I remarked that I disagreed with her on one point: thet the trang-

cript seemed to show that the boy was quite lucid in his arguments and

not at all erratic, "Oh, but you didn't see him?" said Mrs, mty. "He

was ready to jump over the desk at any minute and teake Mr. Terry by the
throat., He brought up the Orepgon curfew ocases and it turned out he
didn't know anything about them, Besides he was very loguat ious."

"I notioced," said I, "that Mr, Terry seemed to talk about three tires

' gaid urs. mty. "The

as much as the boy.," "ur., Terry always dose,'
boy wes very, very argumentative.”

"Don't you think he was encouraged to argugent?" I asked, "Yes,
indeed," said Inty. Then for the fourth times she repested Mr, Terry's
remark that Akira "was certainly off the beam,"

Driving home with the lMontgomery sisters, I apoldégized for turning
the dining table ¥¢ into an opportunity to collect Coucasian attitudes.

The pro=evacuee sisters agsured me they understood but warned me about

having admitted that I was allowed to read the transoript since it mdgh

13¢e page




get the kind member of the Administreation who he lped me into trouble,

In my opinion this conversation with Mrs. muty is an interesting

example of an individual judgine two people by quite different stanleprds.
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Be it resolved: Whereas incident have had ocourred on December 1,
where M, P, aotually fired a shot and wounded Elmer Setoehi Kira who
was and still is in a mentally deranged state, end whereas noone in this
camp 1s armed with any weapon or with any death~des ling weapon sinoce
decleration of war, and whereas there is strong possibility to
produce an abnormally dersanged person, be it resolved that the Butte
Community Council on December 6 proposeés to adopt the folling resolution
to appes] to the proper euthoér ity to have the M, P.s refrain from
the free use of firearms; and because of the undue de lay of leave
clearance oeses which causes great suspense and often mental derangement,
the Community Council asks the WRA to nccelerste the lesve clesrence,

There's no objection to such & resolution, I think & might
bring results and speed up leave clsarance, but it could have no
bearing on the army,
I'11 tell you what I've done., 1I've asked Mr. Cozzens to have

the Military Police withdrawn from a1l sctivities within the project
area, After this shooting the Military Police heve beoome very
technical, They even picked up the night irrigators and sverybody
@lse. Anyway, I wrote to San Franciseo and arranged to get the
Ninth Service Command to let the Internal Secur ity guard the entire
camp &nd withdraw the Military Police patrols to the outside, I think
that is something that hes outworn its wsefulness,

When we get this the community will have to build up its own
morale and be especially eareful not to g0 to these bounderies aftey
derk. A lot of those so 1dders would 1ike to shoot somebody,

Soldiers only 1live to obey an order. T don't think you could
get the orders of the sentries ochanged, All we cen do is put as much

distence between the soldieyrs and oukse lves as possible,

T don't beliwwe that the sentry was too eager to shoot, because

this fellow was 166 yards away, But there's no object ion to such a

resolut ion,




OFFICIAY, STATEMENT BY MR, WOITER « DECEMBER 9, 1943

You can say for me officially thet the commanding officer of the military
company has been here in the desert for eight months and has deve loped 8 nslfychoss

which he mene This inhis own wor&s is: "I'11 shoot

§ po
7 yellow be gon-of sa«bitoh I oan,”

At five minutes to six I wos onlled by the administration of the hospital
and asked whether I knew about the ghooting, T satd, "Wo,Y what shoot ing?"
They said they hed a boy there who had just been shot by the ¥,P.'s, The wound
wag not ser ious It had grezed the bone. T oslled Mr. Bennstt's office, He
hod heerd nothing, WNeither had ¥niuBendetds the Internal Seourity. ur,
Bennett was 411, S0 Oraves and I went to the Y.P, camp e g fast as vossible.
That was ebout five minutes

sergeant was there, He would not make a stotement, Then a lieutensnt
nd started writing t a report wa ited 1 about 6:26 and g¢hen
lieutepant for a report whioh he obligingly gave,

L( 6:3b Captdin Morse osme in, Seeing us in the office he very gruffly
agked us what we wanted, I sgked him about the shooting, He said, "I don's
report to anybody. I report to the ni sarvice ocommand, Not to the WRA,.
Get the sergeant of the guardl”

When the serpemnt of the guord came he shouted, "I just brought a1l
the men baek, Double the gmard, Have e jeep patrol each ommp, Oive them
1,000 rounds of ammunition."

oould do nothing there and went to the hosoital, I saw two
MoP."s outside of the opercting room. They had no business being thera,
I asked them why they were there and told them that when we need guards
1'11 call upon them, We're waiting for the slug,” they saild,
I talked it over with Graveg,

We oouldn't see what business they had

with it, If 1t was anybody's evidence it was going to be ours, We deoided

: P .
not to give it to them. I t02 them to soram back ts camp,

For a few Minutes there Kirs was talking very fluently on the




operating teble, He pave a vivid stoty of the forces drawing him out
of camp, outside of the gate and making him run, Hate led him to talk.l

I next went to see Bennett in his office and &3& told him it was
my suggestion that we keep the M.P.'s out of oamp, That night when I
saw them patrolling I toldthem we didn't went them inthe camp, They
went back to report to Morse and on the way over there, we met iorse on
the orad, Morse hit the oceiling, He was a reving menies, We swung
aromd and I followed him to see what he wag going to do. Then we sey
tle fire and had to teke onre of that,

He has oited me to his commanding officay for ints
militery in the performance of their duty,

The next morning we ealled San Disgo and asked that an insvector
be sent out, The inspedtor came and we §alked with Captain Morse and Mr,
Bennett here in the office, WMorse hit the ceiling, He thrastened to
0lose the P, X, and everything el1se, The inspector persuaded him that
it would :ot be a good idea %o closs

P40

We have oalled for his Commanding Officer, and he'1l probably eall

fora transfer of the whols company.,

v

UNOFFICIAL STATEMENT - oconfidential

I ghould say that Kira's leave hearing precipitated the trouble.

It was 1ike the last straw, But all the elements were the: [ don "¢
think the hearinz was well conducted, It became a debate instead of an
opinions, Unofficially, it's a warning to me notg

to do the same thing,
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{EAVE C IEARANCE HEARING OF SATOSHI KIRA
GIIA RIVER PROJECT
RIVERS? ARIZONA
14 1983
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TERRY ¢

Q. What is your mame?
A, Satoshi Kira,

Q. How 01d ere you?
Twenty=-one,

What is your addres:
82~11-Be

What were your pr ¢ addresses in reverse
Ios Angeles, Calif

Where did you live before you
In Seattle, Washington,

Is that where you were born?
Yes.

lieved there until you moved to Ips Angeles?

glect ive servi

At the Assewbly Center,

Why had you not regestered before that?
A. Becauss I was not old enoughe

Q. What is the name of your father?
A, Hix;c;; 1 Kira,

Wha ¢
wiay

Where do they

32=11=B.

How 0ld is your father?
He is approximately g%X & 45/




Q. And your motker?
A, Forth, I think,

What is ye father's oocupation?
He is = technician,

What is your mother's occupation?

mot
She is ¢ usewife,

your father's occupstion here?

( t if}nist °

Your mother's?
Cashier at the Beauty Shop.

HBave they applied for repatriation?
No, they haven't,

Your father is a citizen of Japan and your mother a citizen of the United States?
My Dad is not technically a citizen of Japan as he wes born in Hewaii and was
taken to Japan at an early age,

claims Hawaiian birth?

Yes.

Has gither parent been interned?
No.

What has been your education?
I have gone to Junior College @lmost

have had three yesars anese Ianguage School?
Yes.

Have you had any militmry training?
No, I haven't,

Q. Have you any brothers and

>
A [ istey
3 - DR VAN N

Qe What is her name?
Ao RU:EO

Qo A!n; ‘r'r;' G(I.dr&;:;g?

Qs How o0ld is she?
A, She is twenty,

Q. What has besn her educati

on?
A, She has gone almost half ye

ar to Junior Colleges




Se

Has she ever been outside of the United States?
No, she hasn't.

What, if anything, was her employment before evacuat ion,
She was a school girl,

At the

o n im is she employed?
Yes. Shs r

at the High School.

What does she tsaoh?
Physical Education,

Has she applied for expatriation?
No, she hasn't,

Do you have any close relatives in the United States who are interned or who have
been interned?
No,

Bo you.have any closs relatives in Japan?
On my father's side, but I don't oall them oclose,

How are they related?
His brothers and his brother's

No grandparents?
No.

Do you happen to know whether any of them are serving or at any time were serving
in the Japanese Army or Navy?

W

Ve haven't heard from them for five or six years, so I don't know,

Before that time, did you know of any of
b

I remember - No, I don't think so.

. 3 . 1 s ”n
What were you going to say when you said "I remember.,
I think there was one uncle who might have served,

Army or Navy?

Army, T think,

not merrisd 7
not .

What hasg been your employment record? Were you employed prior to evacuation?
No.

Are you employed?
Not now, I was working for the newspaper,

How long

since you have been unemployed?
Approximate 1

y two monthse

them serving in the Japanese Army or Navy?
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What was the reason for your leaving the employ of the newspaper?
I completed my special work on the Anniversary Booklet.

How long did you work on that?
One .V,".Dnth %

Were you employed befor
YG Se

In what capac
As artist on

What I am trying ret s for you to give me your employment record here in
Center =~ on the P

When I first came ked as junior clerk in the Administra Building for a
month and afte ) the newspaper, for four n

Is there any reason why you have not undertsken other employment after the Booklet?
I am waiting for the proper kind of a job in art,

oy e L y " QUTRR ae it . : z _ . : 3 = P 4
When you say the "proper kind of a Job” do you ména in the Center?
YGS.

Were you registered by your parent
I\»O ?
obtained that
me at birth, but

se Consula

anv o DE a

any pepers

. ARG

o0 have

17 Dana 11
P paper in,

s

in December,

Japanese

:
war we had it

war broke

week of Becember?
it was canceled in November,

What are your plans for the future?
Well, first of all, when I relocate T want to go
imé , I think I will have to work to go to school,




Q.

A,

Q.
A,

&.

Is there any part of the country that
I prefer to relocete in the Midwest.,

seeking?
educatione

7 ou

, involving 211 the things thet
in art, of courss.,
art here?

you been

You are studying et home?

T attendsd

3

IS
v
night school about & week, but

?

Who
Mr .

is your
Inawa ,

teacher

You
Yes, be
I mean psinting,

interest in any profess
interested in commercis

: 3

3 =5 It A s
draw ing at

ana water

And your obje and ambition is to be

Yes.,

about returning
there if we h
¢ subjects that
son I want

teachers
school

same

the

same

t he

ag e
cnan

I understend then thst you would prefe to
rether than becauss instruction
desire is gturn to the
so long

ont inue my

it

18

is eand working condi
hough opportunity

you prefer for re

person

I am stpdying

West Cosst and
impossible, my purpose would

there .

-
LA

ordinarily would

wivata T
privet y

becauce

Junior

West Cosst

in other

cont inue

for sentimental
of the countwy?

my education

Vi3idwe o
M idwe st ,

to

factory in the
to return
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Well, that would depend entirely upon the
attitude of the people living there.

B
J

Suprose that the ivi
people were just ¢

Today?. Well, i

job, the pay and the 1
s they are today?
hey were the same @

o
A

1d ¢t

t

s todey I wou
Suppose the job were better on the the
just as it is today?

Wel in thet case my decisicn would depend
or much the job or what type a

entire

s _a ’ .
Jo0b it is
job

.AOW 1T 18+

nNaveae

£
MAY S ol

Bo you know anything about the
Well, a1l I know is what I read in
the dissgreeabls , that is

sttitude of the peop
the newspapers

I know,

le
side what

future?
I fd<-:7

Japen in the
The way

siting
future.

of vi
t he

Have you any intention
No. Not at present or
Japan,

in

s for relocation sc
V\h\(l

immediste

Have you
i inst itution

part
No.

- la
Uny Pi
iculay in

to continue ,our

Have you corresponded with any institutions
are particularly interested?

No, I have not = yet.

or any

Have you lied expatr iat ion?

No, I haven

aYeY 10
evVeYy 8PP
1

te

(0}

y family own investments

Japan? 5

any property

Do you have any prospsct 'of inheriting
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When you first answered Question 28 on the militery registretion questionneire,
you answered that euestion in the negetive?
Yes,

Wes that a true eanswer when you gave it?
Yes,

Will you explain the resson for your snswering the guestion that wey?

In the first plece, the Japanese were, put in camps while the Americsn citizens
of @grman and Italian ancestry were not. The conditions in the Assembly Genter
such as living in stables where there wes no ventilstion ard in lining up for
hours at a time in order to eot at & mess hall - those were the conditions which
influenced me, The main resson was beesuse we were in canpe

Did any one influence your decision in any way?
No.

id you arrive = 11 these conclusions by yourse1f?
e

And the sum totel of your objections to this trestment led you to state that you
refused to swear allegisnce to the United States?

Yod{ Right.

Was that the part of the question you were answering in the necative or were you
motivated in eny way by the other part of the question which as] if you were lomel
to Japan? Did thet part of the question enter into it at all?

What do you mean by that?

The question - "Will you swear unqualified sllegiesnce to the United States of
Aperica and faithfully defend the United s from eny or all attack by foreign

or domestic forces, and forswear any form allegisnce or obedience to the Japanese
emperor, or any other foreign govermnment, power or orgenization." You hsve stated
that this request led you to refuse to say you would swear unaquslified allegiesnce

to the United States, Did your answer also lead you to feel you would swear
allegiance to the Japanese Emperor or did thet enter into it at a117

iC

We were placed in these camps and the attitude of the press
fee1l that maybe Japan wes the place where T would hsve
future,

So, at YY{Y the time you answered this questions you were inclined
anc

might be willing to swear allegiance to Japan?

That is right,

Now, in other words, at the time you answered the question on February 1lth you
flef initely felt this way about the United States?

Yes,




o) va.

And one week later, I believe on Februery 18th, you expressed a desire to chenge

your enswer to Question 277
Yes.

You were willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States
believe, did chenge your answey on that day?
Yes,

Since that time, have you expressed & wésj tp change your answer to Question 28¢%

Yes, I have,

About when did you make that ap ation the first time?
When segregetion hearings were besgl I don't remembey exectly when that was,
It wes right after I had my segre tion hear ing,

rly part of this year. 1Is thet right?
heve it chenged when T had my hearing,.

on which you wished to chenge your answer at that time?

wish to change your answer?}
ad | ince the war broke out, The attifude of the
changed since we were first sent to camp eand the fact that pecple were
to accept us as citizens and give us equal opportunities, These prompte
change my answer,

You speak about the press of the nation. How much of the press of the nation did

you see during the period when you were disloyal to the United States?
Why Isaw just the Pacific Coesst papers, particularly the Ios Angeles Times,
Examiner and Herald EXpresse

What led you to believe the attitude of those papers hes 3d in any way?
The ir attitude has not chenged but the pepers in the Midwest and the East are
fevorable,

Did you see those papers at the time you were bitter about the sttitude of the
West Coast?}
No, I didn't.

ly

Whet basis of knowledge do you heve that the rest of the country felt more kind
towards Japane:s (—Amer*crn% itizens t any time?

by s

They seem to be very egreeable to ! us, so I think that is a very healthy sign.

Was your feeling of loyalty or lack of loyalty to the United States depe nde nt
ent irely upon the attifude of the people and the press towards your minor ity
racial group?

I would say yese.

And if you discovered thet the goverrment or mi
minor ity group in a way which you cons sidered un
gein or lose loyalty to the United States?

1it
Jjus

ary policies might affect your
t, would you on thst bagis either
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Well, that would depend entirely on what heppens to Americen citizens of Germsn
-3 y . > . s s <
or Italian ancestry. If those policies might be put into opersation ageainst or were
applied to Germens and Ttaliens as well as Japanese, I would rot mind, but on the

other hand, if they applied only to us, then T would not know, I might chenge my
answer.,

Afe we supposed to infer from these answers tint your loyelty or lasck of loyalty
to the United States is entirely selfish in quality?
It could be interpreted as se1f ish,

I am asking you to interpret it for us. We are amxious to know whether it is based
entirely upont he treatment which you received individuelly a&s a member of a

minor ity racial group, or whether it is basged upon the fact that you consider that
democracy hess so failed generally ss to be an institution to which you cannot be
loyal?

The two statements which you give are slightly disconnected, are they not?

You will heve to separate them and answer ttem., What T am driving at it this,
You are doubtless avare thet during the period when you were growing up, if you
studied Americen history, at all times there has been oppression of one ocless or
rece by another, based upon race prejudice or oclass hetred. You are probebly also
aware of the fact thet today there are certein oppressions in the southerr states
against negroes which do not exist es far as white people ere concerned, although
both are citizens in the eye of the law and the Constitution,. Doss the fact

that the southern stetes, to some extent, oppress negroes cause you to be disloyal
to the United States, or is it only when the oppression reaches you persons 1ly
through the group of which you are a2 member thaet you loyelty to the United States
wavers?

I would say that if it affected me personally, I would change my answer, It

would depend upon how T am treated personallye.

In other words, when I asked you if your loyelty or disloyalty is based entirely
pt

upon what we might consider the treatment of yourself, the answey to that would

bﬂ "Yes.zll

Yes,

All T can say is this. ra 1ty u now profess caused by a ohange of
attitude towards rinciples of this country as you
garned them in sochool and college, loyalty to the principles of democracy as set
forth in the Constitution of the United States and a1l the different states and the
Dgcleration of Independsnce, the Emancipation Proclamation and the otheg documants
which Americans point to as indicative of the goverrment we are supposed to have,
or is f based upon how nearly the govermming bodies, governing individuals =
people of the United Stetes - arrive at successful admiristration of those
principles with regerd to your own personal place in the population of this
country?

While the Constitution and the Decleration §# of Independence are all fine
doctments, they are only doouments. It wnuld depend




entirely upon how their administretion is heandled by the people and those

documents can only stand as long as the people desire
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fhat I am afraid of i et your originel ansver and your 4 change were
based solely and exolusively wpon your own se1fish interests, without any regard
to your rights or obligations as a citizen would 1ike t

to me that T am w r If you fesl 3

fairnes neant you be fair

what

emonstreate

the United States Army?
By g vould,

Qe Would you serve in the United States Army rege
to the United States or not?
yéli,

A, If I had said I were disloyel, T don't

would serve in the Army.

Q. you were s8¢ Ve olearanc uld you serve in the ited States ArmY?
A, 1If iere d ted would, yese
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I have a man king for me who has asked for repetriation. He
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a singde cass where per®d n has failed because of the attitude outside,

You were living hers utside of Californis, for meny nBths before you answered
that question, ink we have gone far enough, but I am trying to get you
understand the basic reasoning which led you to answer t*~o
own failure to acquire knowledge of the situation and prot
you say would not anybody in the same situation answer tke
It is my own opinion that the mﬁiorﬁfy would car‘ﬁ:nﬁy heve
way., I would not. I would have exercised my gal rights.

to
Oue:tiﬂn and "ﬂur

A, You, as a lawyer, would bs 1 sér to thoss

Q. There has been a lawyer right here. You
lawyer inside or outside. You haven't raiss
How can you ba me & situation when you hove .

A, T have been a school-boy almost all of iy 1i and led a sheltered 1: but I
know that there is no excuse for me not doing

consult a

your r iphts,

GOODMAN ¢

ing to do everything now that democpeyy stands for?

You are aski
am,

Yes. Ig{ a

The thing that those other boys who are fighting for the United S
do?

A, Yes,
HEAR ING CONCI,UDED

r'sh, but cannot affirme 51y recommend clearance, Does not

1
a W 1 ecaneca
S8SS & rea) sense

A, Terry
Cha irman




STATEMENT BY DR. HATA, December 10, 1943

Suspecting thet Dr. Habe might speek more freely if e "delegation"

called upon him I suggested to Gordon Brown that we pay him & call
together., Wolter had told me thet Hete had drwen the boy out after the
operetion and had gotten him to talk freely.
Hata pegen by giving en account of the boy's past history.
Kira had been a seven months baby weiging sbout 4% pounds at birth,
He hod had & normal childhood and in Gremmay Schoo) hed been an excellent
student. 1In High Sehool he had been "just good,"After High School he had
attended Tps Angeles, Me had never shown sny symtoms of mentsl illness
until Sepliember 1943 aftey his leeve clesrrnce hesring, before My, Terry
and his oommittese, Terry quizzed him severely at tht time,
returned home the afternoon of the hearing end compleined thet he
was tired, both ment2lly and physically,
The first wesk in November his father noticed thet he was scting
peoulday, Hig father left for Cleveland lNovemhsy 11, At thet time Kire
told his sister thot he was going to kill his fether and mother, 8he sedd,

!

"Forget sbout it,” BSince that time he hed stated thet some persons wished
to kil him, He addo beran %o hove viﬂ%)ns/ at nircht, Fe thought he
was president of the United States at a salary of § 200,000,00 & weel,
He said he had an I, @, of 700, Je bacnme progressively worse from that
day untiil the day of the shooting. He became convinced thot there wes &
special device dragging him out of the camp, He said he hesrd the M, P,
tell him to halt but this magnet kept drawing him out, He walked into
the hospital with the suprort of two of the mi‘itery police, It was just
& guperficial wound, Immedistely aftey he was shot he was mentelly
recovered, He said he wes not the president of the United States,
He was quite well for twenty~-four hours, T asked him BWf he stil) sew

a

visions or felt & magnet. He said, "No,"

The next day he was just about normal, Then he began to bo beok to




his original stete, He became oconvinced some peorle were after hdm, Ne said,
"I believe my T, O, hasg gone down to BO0.," He said he wes on 8 big trein
and thet there were peorle under the bed wh seemed to be aftar him.

I diagnogsed his case o early dementia praecoy ., The zunshot wouid

healjed perfectly, Hs went te Phoenix this morning (to & mental institution),
I believe the boy has a pgood chance of yeaovery, I do not thirk he
should come back to the centcr, He went to the stete mental hospitel in

Phoenix, 1T belive he has betteyr than = fifty-fifty chence of recovery,

Curious to know what DR, Hata thought of the mentsl 1ife of t he
camp ir pgeneral I easked him opinion, He tsiked ireslys In his opinion
cascs of mental unbelance were bound to incremse, The United Stetes
fealth Service, seid he, has alweys been interested, "At Tulare, they
always asked us is eny people were beginning to go this wey," "Some of
the older pecple who have lost everything, who feel an injust ice has
been done, if these people don't pget out of camp or forget about it,

I feel thet we'll have more and more menta 1 onses, In the clinie there
are meny people who from the medical standpoint have nothing wrong with
them. Tn the great major ity of omses iy sdiments are functionel and
imeginary, Tt is 1ikely thet there will be even more ceses of mental

disturbance among the young people,

Returnine to the Kira ense:
"I believe it is & osse of mente]l unbalance caused by mente] strain,

Dement ia preegox is of'ten started off 1ike this, It is rossible thet the

leave oleorance hearing tipped the @elsnce.
He was neither violent nor depressed while here but is s type of
individuel that ean becoms violent,

We tale such omses to Phoenix, Some, 1ike the ctses of senile psychosis

oan do just as well here, but Tnternsl Seourity wente them removed, There

are about fourteen in Phoenix now, inoiuding this bhoy,




Acoording to Kira's father his son was sketching a drewing thet would

heve been his best work.l

The proper medieal definition of his case would be youthful dement iay

preecox,

ile holds no grudge against sryone.c

Dr. Hate has had his medion} tredning et denomination sehools in the
bay region, He is Hawaiian born. He expects to be ©1lowed to return to
awaii some time before Meroh, He mentiom d his and his 328 wife's effort

themse lves to camp 14fe. His wife orisd for two deye when they
the assembly center. Buty said, €, you've got to teke it the
right way, Even with his ettitude, hw ever, he wrs griped by the fect that
in his eontempisted trip (by eir) to Salt lake City, he eanrot tronsfer
et the Californis base, It's 8illy. The ip to Salt Iske C ity would
be made to discuss his Puture work with the army, He has one child, & girl
about four yeors old, He does not appear to be a full=blooded Japene se ,
He mentioned thet he has always been interested in menta) osecs ond

8t school got his best grades in nsurology.,

fate wes referring to the drawing of the carpenters working on the high
sochonl,

P

P

1 asked this question because I wes partioulerly interested in determining
if Kirs felt animosity toward ¥r, Terry because of the Beering, Evidently
he does not.,
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The following quotations from letters agking for & chanre of answey

indicate that Kira's point of view as expressed on page 9 of the leave

clearance hearing was not uncommon., The young men who wrote these letters

are exactly in Kira's position.
4o o o ook o ok o o o o ok ok ok ok
But now things are chenging, The sentiment of the public is
gradually chanzing, There are groups fighting for us and for our rights.
e ke o e ol o e ok ok ok o ok ok ok okok
We have friends now, We have Supporters, We are #a ining more
friends es time marches on, There is hope now, Eastward the people are
broader minded, They are beginnine to realize the country’s mistekes,
the mistakes of the people’s past attitude and their "racial hatred".
e o e ol ke ol ok ol R o ok Rk ok kR R
I think that the government is teking steps to correoct any wrong
done, and as & citizen, I wish to do my share,
o e ok o o o o e ke o ol ok o ol ok e ok ok ok
Now since the nisei sre being scecepted by some middle west states,

2

I would, if there is & good chanoe, 1ike to serve my country By farming.
LR R E R EEEEEE RS EET T
Ky belief is that public sentiment toward Japanese citizens of
Americen up to now was because of the fever of war but now has cooled
down considersbly. Also they ore seeing us American-born Japanese esg
citizens rather then an alien.
e e o e e e o o o R ok o Rk ok ok Rk
But now T understand different, the publie sentiment is good, the

81l Japanese Combat Unit gets a thorough training,

ok e o ok ke ok e ook ook o ok ok ek ok oK




67,

The reasons for wishing to chanpe are:

The purpose of returning to the U.,8, in 1932 is to meke ry
permanent home in Amerioa,

Changing the sentiment of Fastern Communities towsrds evacuces,

I wish to have my pert in nationnl interests hy relocating.
v Iy v ’

Vut now I have come to realization the povermment's motive in

requiring en affirmative answey to the questions envelved, is not onl
>

for the purpose of demanding loymlty in the armed forces but to assist

the evacuesg in re-establishing themse lves to normal 1ives.

LA R RS RS 2 LR R L BT

iy sister is attending the Unitersity of Utah and wrote

me letters

saying that the Amerdemn people are very good to hey even though the

var ig going on between the Japan nd the

United Stantes.

A EE L EEEE EEEEE T




OiFICTAT STATENE BY MR. WOITER =
/

i

/

4
o
company has be

So Graves

report

report to

(} 4

them to




operating table, He gave @& vivid stoty of the forces drawing him out
of oamp, outside of the gate and making nim run, Hata 1led him go ﬁulk.l

I next went to see Beunett in his office and 83& tol him it was
my suggoestion that we keep the W,P.'s out of camp, That night when 1
sew them patrelling I told them we didn't wont them inthe oamp, They
went buock to report to Morse and on the way over there, we met Horse on
the orad, iiorse hit the ceiling, He was & raving meniec, We swung
aromd and I followed him t> gee what he wag going to do, Then we sey
te fire and hed to take ocre of that,

He hes oited me to his ecomrending officey for interflerinec with the
militery 4n the performence of their duty .

The next morning we ¢alled San Diego and asked that an nspector

be sent out, The inspedtor cnme and we &alked with Captain Morse and ¥

Bennott here in the office, Norse hit the ceiling, He threatensd to

. elose the 2, X, and everything else, The inspeotor persuaded him that

it would ot e a
Wa ha: i o, 24w e e Yl 99 Mt Seo .
e have ed £ 1is Commanding Offfcer, and he'll prebebly call
fora transfer of the whole compa

UNOFFICIAL STATEMENT

& should gay that Kira's 1eave aring precipitated the trouble,

ké the lagt gtrav 3ut al] the ¢lements were tharae I don '

the hearins wos well conducted, It beoams a dehate instaand of an

Unofficially, it's a warning to me anot




STATEMENT BY DR, HATA, December 10, 1943

Suspecting thet Dr, Habe might speek more freely if e "delepet fon"
oalled upon him T suggested to Gordon Brown thet we pay him & call
together, Wolter had told me thet Hete hed drwen the boy out efter the
operetion and hed gotten him to telk freely,

Hate pegen by giving en account of the boy's pest history.

Kira hod besn @& seven months beby we iging sbout 4% pounds at birth,
He hed hed & normal childhood &and in Gremmayr School hed been en exce llent
gtudent, 1In High Sohool he had been "just good,"After High School he had
attended 1os Angeles, He hod never shown any symtoms of mentel illness
unt i1 Seplember 1943 after his lesve olecrernce heering, before Mr., Terry
end his committes, Torry quizged him severely at th't time,

He returned home the aftern-on of the heoring and compleined thet he
was tired, both mentally and physically,

The first week in Novembey his fether noticed thet he was aecting
peouliay, His father left for Clevelsnd Vovembey 11, At thot time Kire

told his sister thot he was going to kill his fether end mother, Bhe srid,

"Forget ebout it." Since thet time he hed stoted thet some psrsons wished

to k411 him, He addo began to hove visions/ et nizht, He thought he
wag president of the United States at o salsry of § 200,000,00 ¢ weell,
Hie sald he had an I, Q, of 700, He becrme progressively worsé from thet
day until the day of the shooting. He becsme convinced thet there weg @
specinl devioe dregging him out of the cemp, He seid he heerd the M. P,
te11 him to halt but this megnet kept drawing him out, He welked into
the hospitel with the suprort of two of the mi“itery police, Tt wes Just
8 superficinl wound, ITmmedistely after he wes shot he was mentelly
yeoovered, He said he wes not the president of the United Stetesg,

He wes quite well for twenty-four hourss 7T sgked him Bf he stil) sew
visions or felt & magnet. He said, "No,"

The next day he was just about normal, Then he began to bo back to




his original state, He beomme oconvinoced some peorle were after hdm, He said,

"I believe my I, Q, has gone down to 60O, He said he wes on & big trein

and thet therec were poorle under the bed wh seemed to be after him,

I diagnoged his omnse as eorly dementis preecoy , The gunshot woudd

hevled perfectly, He went to Phoenix this morning (to & mentel institution),
I believe the boy has & gcod chance of yrecovery, I do not think he
should comé¢ back to the centcy, He went to the stete mente) hospite? in

Phoenix, I belibe he has better then e fifty-Lifty chance of recovery,

Curious to know whet DR, Hate thought of the mente) 1ife of the
camp in genersl I esked him opinion, He telked freelys In his opinion
cages of mental unbalence were bound to increese, The United Stetes
fealth Service, sedd he, has niweys been interested, "At Tulere, they
slweys asked us is sny people were beginning to go this wey," "Some of
the older people who have lost everything, who feel an injustice has
been dons, if these people don't get out of comp or forget about it,
Ifeel thet we'll have more and more menta 1 onses, In the olinic there
are many peopls who fyom the redionl stendpoint have nothing wrorg with
them, 1In the great major ity of cnses thedir siiments ere funotioral end
imeginary, It is 1ikely that there wil) be even more cmses of mental

disturbenoe among the young people,

Returning to the Kira cese:
"I believe it is @ omse of mente) unbelence caused by mentel strein,

Dementis preccox is often sterted off like this, It is poesible that the

leave oleorance hearing tipped the #mlance,

He was neither violent nor depressed while here but is a type of

individuel thet ecan beoome violent,

We teke suoh osses to Phoenix, Some, 1ike the cuses of senile psychosis

oan do just as well here, but Internal Seour ity wents them removed, There

ere about fourteen in Phoenix now, inoiuding this boy,




Acoording to Kira's father his son wes gketching a drawing thet would
1

have been his best work,

The proper medisel definition of his osse would be youthful dement ia)

Ernecox.

2
He holds no grudge egeainst anyons,

-

Dr. Hate has hed hig medionl tpe ining et denominetion seheols in the
bay region, He is Haweiian born, He expects to be allowed to return to
Fawa il come time before Morche He mentiow d his and his 824 wife's effort
to edjust themse lves to oamr 1ife, His wife oried for two days when they
went to the agsembly centep, Buty soid, he, you've got to take it the
right way, Even with his attitude, he ever, he wes griped by the fact thet
in his eontempirted trip (by eir) to Salt Inke City, he cennot trencfey
8t the Celifornie bese, It's 8illys The trip to Selt Ipke City would
be mede to disouss hig future work with the érmy., He hae one chivd, » pirl
about four yeers old. He does not eppear to be a fulleblooded Japane se ,

He mentioned that he dag alvays been interested in menta) cescg ond

et school got his best grades in neurology,

1

Hata wes yéferring to the drewing of the ocmrpenters working on the high
50}"0310

“1 asked this question beosuce T was partioularly interested in determining

if Kira felt animosity towsrd Ny, Terry beosuse of the heering, Evident 1y
he does not,
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The following amotations from letters asking for a chance of answey
indicate that Kira's point of view as expressed on page 9 of the leamve
clearance hearing was not ungommon, The young men who wrote these letters
are exactly in Kira's position.

L RS L EETTT

But now things are chonging, The sentiment of the publiec is

greduelly chanzing, Thers are groups fighting for us and for our rights,
o ool e okl ok ok

We have friends now, We have Supporters, We are e ining more

friends as time marches on, There is hope now, Eastward the people are

broader minded, They are bezinnine to realize the country's mistakes,

the mistakes of the people's past attitude and their "racinl hatred",

S AL I EEET FTET L L ]

I think that the government is taking steps to correct any wrong

done, and ag a citizen, I wish to do my share,
o e e o e ol o o o ook

low since the nisei sre beinr agcepted by gsome middle west stetes,

Iwould, if there is o rood chenoe, 1ike to serve ny country By farmine,
L REE T T EEE L ]

Ly belief fs that public sentimont toward Japanese citizens of
Americen up to now wag begause of the fever of wor but now hes cooled
down considercbly, Alse they ore seeing us “merieaneborn Japanesge ag
citizens rather ‘hen an alien.

S Ekbk v Rk

But now I understand di’ferent, the publie sentirent is zood, the

811 Japanese Combat Unit pets a thorough training,

L L R T T T T




The reasons for wishing to chanpe are:

(1) The purpose of returning to the U.S, in 1932 is to make my

permanent home in Ameyioa,
(2) cCheanging the sentiment of Eastern Communities towards evecuees.,
(3) I wish to have my part in national interests by relocating.
X P22 EEE L E RS FRE TS
Vut now I have oome to realization the govermment's motive in
requiring an affirmetive answer to the cuestions envolved, is not only
for the purpose of demanding loyalty in the armed forces but to assist
the evaguees in re-establishing themseives to normal 1lives,
okt o s ot o o ofe e ofe o o o o e o ol o o o e o o
My sister is attending the University of Utah and wrote me letters
saying that the Ameriean people are very good to her even though the
war is goine on between the Japan and the United States.

fokok ok kolok ok R kg




&"J MR, HIKIDA « SHOOTING - December 8, 1943

Disoussion is still going on, I think last Friday or Saturday I two,
three people who expressed very sendible opinion, They stated that although
this matter not the oause of prot st or complaint &»o any, but as repgard o
two-three points the subjeot should b made clenr %o paopla here as well
88 to WRA, Ome of the poinkh they mentioned was that peopls haere ayrsnot
prisonsrs of war, They have just bsaa brought over hepe because of
¢veouation - @ military mecessity, 35t111, just because of abtdpp ing out

of boundary, whioh is not immedivte dangeyr, still, ¥.P, bas to take such
action, Another thing, this boy is definitely, can be
mente 1ly unbelanced. They might have noticed this at the gnte,
uparmed, Still the WP, without takine someothey altérnative to
shot him, Sone sgtion ghould be token to szree what is out of
PbppYG begin totthink very mueh about it,
Of oourse in this boy's oese the order was given by the M., P. to stop
and he didn't follow,
Another point, in which I sleo agree, lirs. Xire was véry much upset

on Unis &b&kb partieular point, not so muoh shout shooting her s0on,’
the foet thet he was 5o much mentally upset as n result of very lengthly
hagd-pressed heerings 8he snid to me, & boy of 21,22 yenrs of npre, a
hesring of thet kind, espsoially when the boy hns cartain disturbances
of wrong tremtment by the gencral Amerioan gitizensg, was quite a mental
haydship. &Rth&&® Another parson wentioned the samm thing to me, 1In these
heor ingeg instread of trving to presgs upon the individual, they should take nore
gy=pathet ‘o attitude,
And amont the asvecuess thepé is quite & lot of tolk too, MHoat likely
this is @ rumor, but they are saying that bessuse of the boy's hearing
they (the Administration) ore trying to put this cnse as & suioide motive,

T heerd this mworning from ¥y, Kono (an influential block manager of

Consl) that oneof the men in Ce¥nal wes given a warning shot as he was




he was coming into the boundary 1line, He was inside the boundary 1line

gnd the M.P. hsds e misteke,

This talk of the incidentyl among the evacuees and espedinlly among
the hnchelorsl i now ghowing a resentful attitude,. Well, they are
usually more dissatisfied in SVUrfthiug, everything the WRA and govermment

you heard & resentful commendt about this inoident it
the bachelors,
she's vary
gertain

it an inoident of that kind,

mueh resentful aboug

(At the olose of this intcyylew I questioned Mr, Hikide on n
which 7 had previously discussed with 3rown and about whioh I was very
ourious, I had expressed the opinisn that had the evacuses sxhibited
any overt sign of sesentment it would have been directed townrd the
adninistration and not toward the military, I put

SARAAL and he abnb. W RO X
Hikide and he stoted that he believed that they would have acted against

the adninistration,)




