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� SHOOT IMG OF SATOSKI KIRA

•i�� ��� �
llDeAember 1 at 6 :2 0 p, m., a twenty$two year old evaouee, Satoshi 
iVi  ̂ ' ■

Kira$ of Block 32, passed the sentry at the North Chandler gate and refused

to stop at the sentry*» command. According to the statement of the

sentry, Kira said, " I  don’ t need to pay any atten tion  to any sentry,

I  am the president#" He then continued to walk over the br idge. The

sentry warned the boy twice, f i r i n g a shot ©t each warning# The evaouee

did not stop. The sentry took aim and shot him in the l eft  side. The

bu l let broke two r ibs and traveled along the bone,  ̂ Since the boy

was brought down 166 yards from the gate i t  is assumed that he ran

a considerable distance during the. time the soldier  fi r ed  the two warning

shots. The shot was fi r ed  from a sub$machine gun, which is reported

to have a maximum range of 65 yards# O ff i c i a l l y ,  there were no witnesses,

although the sentry*s r el i ef  was approaching#

The injured evacuee was brought to the Butte Hospital and walked

�
in with the help pf two soldiers# He was given immediate treatment#

The bu l let was extracted and the hospital reported to Wo I ter  that 

no vi ta l  spot had been h it and that the boy was in no amused late danger#

Mr, Wolter did not hear of the incident u n ti l  a half hour later when he 

was n oti fied  by the hospital  au th or i ties , Wolter ’ s f i r s t  move was to 

telephone Mr, Bennett and Internal Security# He found that neither 

had been n oti fied ,

Mr * Benrett p s  i l l ,  so Welter , acting for  Bennett, went to the 

M, P, post to determine what had happened# The sergeant on duty refused 

to make a statement. A lieutenant entered arid began typing a report#

After  waiting half an hour, Wolter said, "L ieutenant, probably you
$ m  $ M $ i—v$wr $m $ " ....  rrjj n̂wi .........1 1 11 1 " “  n. ��������

1
The doctor who removed the bu llet described the would as su per ficial ,

Âccording to one of the colored nurses, "the soldier  made the boy walk into 
the hospital#" According to a Caucasian informant, the sole ier, a Iso made tty 
remark, "Ael"’ , here * s a J ap I  shot# Now 1*11 go out and get some more," Bo* I

of t b g ge �1 a t � me * t s are i  t e u no on*** ramd



»re typing ju st what we want to knowj osn you t o l l  us what has happened?11 

The lieutenant gave him an outline of the story* At th is moment Captain 

Morse* the commanding offi cer  of the company stationed at R ivers* entered* 

G ru ffly* he asked Welter what he wanted. Welter said* "We ju st came 

to find out what happened*"

Morsej "lam  responsible to the Sihth Sere ice Command* I  don't report 

to the WRA*" 2

Wo I ter  i We understand that* we only wish to know what happened»"

Morse: 15Cl don’ t report to the WSA*"

Wo I ter :  I f  you feel  that way about i t * there is nothing more to be said*"

Captain Morse then ordered the sentr ies to be double, and sent one jee

to patrol  Canal and one to patrol  Butte* Each jeep was equipped with

a machine )$un and 1,000 rounds of ammunition. As far  as I  have been

able to determine, these jeeps l imited their  a c t i vi t i es  to patrol l in g 

• ^
the h ospital* Welter saw that he eould do nothing, and returned to

the hospital* bare he found the K .P.s outside of the operating room.

He asked for  an explanation of th eir  presence and they told  him they were

waiting for  the slug* A fter  consulting with  Graves, Whiter refused to

give them the slug and ordered them to leave*

At 9:30 p* si* Walter heard that the jeeps were inside the camps*

Having Bennett's au thority to act,  he set out in his oar to t el l  them

that they must confine their  petrol  to the outside of the camp* By

chance* Gordon Brown was with Mr* Wolter when th is news earned accompanied

him, and was able t o  give me an almost verbatim account of Welter 's

conversation with Morse* Wolter met the jeep In Butte at the Internal 

1
Brown has th is conversation d i r ect ly from Mr* Wolter and assures me i t  

is as accurate as he can make i t* later I  got Wolter ’ s own version,
�
Captain Morse is not responsible to the Ninth Service Command, hut to 

M. P. Headquarters* <♦

3
In the two days f o i l » ing the shooting I  talked 

done of them knew that the jeeps had been in the
to over th i r ty evacuees* 
camps|  several of the
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the serious mess d i ff i c u l ty  in Septetober,

On the mor ping of December 2 the camp was f  u 11 of rumors, Mrs *
/ / ... ' � ;■ ' : .. $ ' ' $ '.u . • V.. ■■ .
	  •.

Pier "ng of the reports office said that rumers were flyin g around that 

the evacuee was dying:, I  did not hear this particular rumor myself, 

hakamura of the hews$K; our ier advised that the oncer cn • r.y a compete 

account as soon as possible to prevent the spread of false reports.

This was done that afternoon when the fol lowing account was released* 

� � � . Wo I ter  cave Mr, Bennett the cate r im  nnd Bennett dictated i t ,

I t is correct in every d eta i l ,

� � ����� FOLLOWS GIU>b*S ATfE&FT l’> �� �	�� �������

Satoehi Elmer K ira, age 22 of block 22, was shot and.'wounded 		�

5:30 yesterday evening by a mil i tary pol ice when he wajuedpost a sentry 

post at the Chandler entrance despite orders to halt and two warning 

s hot 8 •

The wound in sot serious and he is resting eas i ly this morning, 

stated Hue© Wolter , community management head.

According to information received here, K ira, when ordered to 

stop, stated, " I  do not have to stop, I  am ?reS1'.e.hfe,5' lie continued 

to tai l?  past the sentry. The sentry fi r ed  two warning shots which 

did not stop K ira. The sentry then shot him in the l eft  side, the bu llet 

grazing his r ibs and lodging in a muscle. The bu l let has been removed, 

M edically, the wound was described as a clean,su perficin  1 one.

Relatives attr ibu ted K ira's fai lu re to halt when ordered to an 

intense desire fon freedom. They said that K ira, who is a th ird generation 

American, had fel t  the evacuation keenly, and resented u tter l y  the fact 

of his detention an R ivers, Seda use in his r sentmenfc be had answered 

loyal ty questions negatively, he had not been able to resettle despite 

many attempts to do so lately,  he continued.

For several days prior to the shooting, Kira had been extremely 

nervous, requ ir ing considerable atten tion , they said. Hospital attendants
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to rood the newspaper account» The pu blication  of the facts hod a d efin itely 

calming ef fec t #

On the afternoon of the 1st WoI ter , speaking for  Bennett, had already 

given a clear and objective aooound of the incident to the Tucson and 

Phoenix papers# Both these papers published short announcements on a back

page •

later in the afternoon of the 2nd I  heard that the hospital had 

announced that the boy was out of a l l  danger. On December 3, he was con�

sidered on the way to recovery.  After  his admission to the hospital  hi

has been watched by two members of the In ternal Security# Their presence 

appeared to aggravate the hoy’ s mental in s tab i l i ty , and Graves asked that

they might be moved to a place where their  presence would not be notioed by 

the patien t. According to rumors circu latin g among the Caucasians and tha

evacuees the boy was s t i l l  stating that he is the President or that he is 

the Project D irector . On December 3 either  Bennett or Welter telegraphed 

to Washington to make i ts  decision  regarding the boy’ s leave clearance as soon

poss ible •

On the morning of December 2 E r. Welter d i e d  sire, IMty into hie office 

to consult her on the matter of K ira's  l e a « clearance, Mrs. IMty i « «t  

present engaged on the work of ordering and preparing a l l  the testimony 

taken at these hearings. Some time a she serves aa hearing stenographer, as 

she did at K ira's hearing, l ira. IMty told a group of Caucasians that at 

th is interview Welter ha �� remarked that he thought i t  would he w el l ,  i f  

Washington oould he persuaded to give him immediate clearance. He also 

advocated that tha hoy be told that he had clearance at once in order to 

re leave hie anxiety and remove this obstacle to hie recovery of mental 

health . Mrs, IMty did not repeat her reply to Wolter but to the Caucasian 

group present when she told of th is in terview, ehe elated that she thorough$ 

ly disapproved of Welter 's  suggestion. "What w i l l  happen i f  Washington



stated that K ira's statements have been incoherent after  h ospital isation « 

K ira's  leave clearance is on the approved l i s t  on the project« P inal 

clearance from Washington is be in?; awaited»

**♦*♦**#**+*****�����

From two of Brown's informants and from Mr. Hikida I  heard that the 

incidence of rumors was greatly reduced as soon as the evacuees were able
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On the way to the hospital* I  found out the events of the last three days 

and fe l t  I  alone should see Satoshi* I  went Into the operating room# He 

had ju st come out* Wolter and Graves passed by* (We lived across the street 

from each other in tos Angeles* He *as such an in trovert he never even said 

"H ello*11)

I  found out then that actu ally he had been shot by the M*P# X came book 

then and to d̂ them.

They are row working to get an opinion from Washington and keep the boy 

peacefu l* I t was through overwork and overth ink ing*

— $** not v i ° l gn t♦ For the last two months he has been working on a pictu re 

of the carpenters working on the new school. Most of the time he was looking*

thinking and watching each movement, tryin g to get the exact tru th of the h istory 

that Is passing by*

In h i* latter  Baking for e change from "no$no" to "yes$yes", he enld that 

i f  Ameriosjoan see the mietala i t  has made and make a correction . And ha earn 

the correction  coming? relocation *

Why nag he so hornet? Because he was an a r t iet ,  Ha could not ranko one 

atroke without Being hornet.

There have been cages where a boy walked past that gate. This is not a

oaeip with prisoners of war. We also have women and ah ildran here. This isn 't

a prison  eith er . When a boy rets sloh and he begins to wale out of the cen ter,

he has no ear to l is ten  or orders, X wish I  could show you how this boy walks.

He walks very slowly and precisely, (Here my informant demonstrated the boy's 

walk«)

Hi is  not a tough young boy* Ha*s very weak and f r a i l *  Ym could atop 

him with a tap* Hs is of th t̂ nature*

In the past X have heard from Dr, S leath that they have had other suoh

..........  Th,n th*y M nt • follow in g the boy and when the boy was exhausted

they would pick  him up and say, "C an't I  taka you back?" They they would in vest�
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EVACUEE REACTIONS T > THE SHOOTING

I  spent December lend Z paying ca l ls  on eveouee fr ien ds and 

aoquaintnces* Since X had returned from Salt lake C ity my v is i ts  had 

adequate ju s t i fica t ion  and the antmosphere was better  attuned to  confidence 

than i f  I  had oalled only to e l i c i t  information* Armed with g i ft s  4$ 

o f candy and purchases I  had been delegated to make, X received a gratifyin g 

amount of data*

My f i r s t  and most powerful impression was that while the shooting 

had oaused considerable unrest and a great deal of d iscu ss ion  the
IST'

atmosphere was predominantly qu iet* In most oases the evacuees did not 

bring up the subject* Sometimes they mentioned the incident after�����
considerable desu ltory conversation with  the hidden or frank ly expressed 

intent of pumping me for  information* Usually I  had to  introduce

the subject when an opening was presented* No evacuee appeared excited*

Two had not heard of the shooting* Although the soldiers were c r i t ic is ed « 

they were not denounced* The only threatening statement I  heard came 

from the pro$J apanese Mrs» II*

The most frequ en tly expressed evacuee opinion was that the soldier  did

wrong to shoot an unarmed boyl This sentiment was voiced whenever I

discussed the incident at any length* I t was a lto brought up in the

Community Council meeting by Mr* Fukushima* When I  met my block manager

Thursday morning he  ̂ asked i f  I  haejt heard of the incident* Since we are 
't� �	� � ������������ \�v ��������� ������ ��� ��������
on fr ien d ly yerms, I  aksed how the people were taking i t *  "They’ re saying

he oughtn’ t to have shot him beoause he was unarmed«* he rep lied* That

evening Mrs* Kendo expressed the same sentiment*
' ■ . , i ■ ' �� li

F riday monring Mrs* M* was most emphatic on the point* Her voice took

on the harsh« tigh t tone i t  habitu ally assumed when she is emotionally

moved* *The people say that i f  the boy had attacked the soldier  i t

would have been a l l  r igh t to shoot him. But! ju st for  running away, he

■ $ I i 1 ,
had no r igh t in the world, The boy was unarmed* The soldier  bod

. I . . .»��r ,! ... . ■ ..........—

absolu tely no r igh t to shoot an undrmed boy,*
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Mira * M,* a proud statement should not he Ignored, "there aresome people

sround|  I'm not mentioning any names, who wanted to shot them (the 
i  1 ’ �. $ ■ � � '

Admin istration). They wonted to go and moke trou ble. But I  told them, 

‘Don’ t  you do i t .  You wouldn’ t have a ohanee. They’re ju st looking 

� �� a «fcance to mow you down,’ I  told them that they have to be paiten t. 

^h ei y  A ha nee w i l l  oome.’ "^

/ ^  • Hl îda said that he had no idea that there were any people in 

oomp who might make trouble* Yet he told Mr . Welter that i f  there were 

fi ve pjf six people in camp who wished to agi tate,  they would be restrained 

by their  fr ien ds ,

/  On the whole, the incident was received very gu ietly by the evacuees, 

Mahy expressed only eu r ios i ty, and one did not know about i t u n ti l  told

by Brown* s in vestigator . Another ddd not know t i l l  she read About i t in 

the newspaper* Foughly, half of the people to whom I  talked expressed

sentiments which were not very d i ffer en t from those which might be expeoted front 

members of a smell Caucasian community under the same circumstances* ( I  have 

**P.ef ioneed an ineident in which a boy was shot by a policeman, when X

ïhe implications in Mrs. �� � statements are very s ign i fican t* Her resentment 
over the fact tte t the administration w i l l  not allow her children to be 
taught J apanese!? even though Caucasians are studying the language, i t  
Indicative of the leaning toward things J apanese, which "X" has pointed out. 
She,®as|  most ^apath etic in her statement that the evacuees had been driven 
from America by their  unfair treatment and were becoming more J apanese 
every dfey. �

Sotne of th is may be wishfu l think ing. However, two n isei ,  one a 
min ister , have in the past few weeks expressed the opinion, geiw d ,  a bel ieve 
from â new pa per a r t i c l e;  "They have tr ied to break up l i t t l e  Tokyo and a l l  
they ve( succeeded In doing is making ten more l i t t l e  Tokyo’ s that are more 
J apanese than ever ." One made the remark to me and on to Gordon drown.

Some timj? ago a school teacher remarked to me that when she arr ived here last 
f a l l ,  th| ee or four of her class of 26 f$*st graders could speak no E nglish* 
This f a l l ,  eight of her class of 16 can speak no E nglish. These are only 
straws of evidence on a phenomenon which is very d i ff i cu l t  for  me to evalu ate.

� wish I  could portray in words the tone of fan atical  determination 
which suffused Mrs, M’ s voice when she drew h erself up, stared into space, and 
said with  s t i ff$ l i p p ed  scorn, "They think they can break ue. ���� they’re 
wrong. Our minds are getting harder and harder,"



l ived in a Caucasian Sommunity.) Vengeance was considered only by «

The most ooraaonly held opinion was that while the soldier  was probably 

doing h is guty, he should not have shot down an unarmed boy*

Mr. H ik ida's hypothesis as to why the incident did not arouse more 

ranoor ore, do far  as I  can judge, fundamentally cor rect* Knowledge of the 

boys mental condition spread with the story of the shooting* ?t was rumored 

that he had beaten his rother and s is ter * He was ft N isei  and able to apeak 

E nglish flu en tly** The fact that the boy was not fa ta l l y  injured and is 

according to latest reports, recover ing, was also pertinent* Htfcida also 

stresses the absence of any pressure group in the center . � �  the G* T , *♦ A . 

or other pressure organisations were s t i l l  functioning ha says I  cer t*in ly 

think some publlo opinion would have been shown*

I n one sense the community reacted to th is ooouranoe in a wanner which 

is en ti r ely compatible with the pr inciples wjftioh govern a democratic community 

Groups of evacuees consulted in flu en tial  and respected members o.f the 

community on the bast method of taking action  to prevent another occurs nee.

The two pr in iple opinions brought forward were tin t some measures should be 

taken to bring about better relations between evacuees and the n i l i t *r y  

pol ice, and that WRA should be made conscious of the need to spped up 

leave clearances* Sat only r ej ec ted  councilman like Mr* Miyake ( not

occasion and made the wished of the people known to the Administration

On incuno lus ive evi< 
was one of those who
idealism and not beei 
pro*dapanese group* 

or had he been a mem 

been more violen t*

�� �� �
See the account oi ...» ~ $ $ $ $$$$$ — *

and H ik ida’ s remarks of December 9*
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Caucasian and evaouee attitu des on the competenoe of the m i l i tary police 

were d ea r l y  brought out by th is incident* In general, the Caucasians express�

ed their  laok of respeot more fr eely than the evaouees*

A week after  the shooting, the incident was s t i l l  the topic of extensive 

discussion among the evacuees, but among the Caucasians In terest had died 

down almost en ti r ely except among those individuals par ticu lar ly concerned* 

Evacuee resentment had sh ifted somewhat from resentment over the shooting of 

an unarmed boy to the conviotion that something ought to be done about the 

str ictness and the delay in the leave clearance hearings*

The faot that the story of the boy’ s mental derangement spread with  the 

account of the shooting, the faot that he was a n isei ,  could speak flu en t 

E nglish and could not have misunderstood the sold ier , that he was not fa ta l l y  

injured and that those evaouees w i l l in g to make trouble over the inoident 

are smell in number and disorganized, a l l  contributed to the orderly acceptance 

of the incident*
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^  �$ , , P v ° / °U 10 d0 anythin'*  not to you to i ln d out how the rest of the

i S fU l w i  10"5 83 i 0"/ ®''8 b9lng °PPress9d 1(1 newspapers, would you be
J u sti fied In dsolarlnz you rself d is loyal  to the United S tates! Do you see the point?

A, But would not a person not a J apanese have the same Ideas? Would he not answer 
the same way I f  he were put into camp?

Q. I  am not asking® bout anybody else* I  am akking about you*

* * * * *  8 l s * what knw,l®d?« is acquired by an individual would a ffect  his
decision  and i f  the attitude of the press of the nation was not known to you. than I  
think even you would answer the earns way* %

Q. let me put i t  th is way* I f  somebody assaulted you on the street without j u s t i f i c a �
tion and broke your jaw and knooked some teeth out» and injured you» and i f  you 

had gone up to the policeman on the corner and asked him to arrest th is person and 
you knew who i t  was who assaulted you, and the policeman refused to do i t ,  would 
you feel  j u s t i f i ed ,  for instnace in k i l l i n g the policeman?

A* Mo, I  would not/

C* Why not?

A, Because the policeman is not responsible for  my broken jaw*

Q* he is responsible for  your immediate depr ivation  of your r igh ts, isn ’ t he?
A* Yes, I  would report him to his superiors*

Q* What else would you do?

A* I  would find another policeman*

Q. You would not take that action  because you know you could get redress in other 
ways* Now then, suppose that you fa i led  to do any of those things or nothing 

about i t ,  would you feel  ju s t i f i ed  in stating that law and order had coraepletyly 
broken down in that community and that you had no use for  that type of government*?

A* I f  I  were persecuted outside, at least I  would have ray l iber ty and i t  would make 
me figh t*

Q* Suppose you went to C leveland, got off the train  and a policeman took you and 
locked you up in j a i l  because you looked l ike a J apanese?

A* I  would get a lawyer and see i f  I  could get out*

Q* You would not have your l iber ty then,wpuld you?
A* I  would have l iber ty in my grasp*

0* What differen ce is there? *

A* The thing i s ,  i f  I  had the opportunit y to go outside, I  would be more free than 
* am here*

Q* have you been deprived of permission to communicate with lawyers?
A* No.

Q. Have you ever , for  Instance, oome to the offi ce of the Project Attorney here and 
asked to obtain a lowyer?

A* No.

Q. Don’ t you think you have neglected to even attempt to rrotect your own r ights?
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Mr. Ter ry's  character is paradoxical in the extreme. He is honest,
♦

sincere, I n tel l igen t and kind. He is devoting himself whole$heartedly

to his task of assisting the evacuees. In h is legal defense of the J apanese

he is often  unselfish  to a degree. I f  he thought he were figh tin g in
K

a ju st cause, he would, I  bel ieve, r is ��� his profsssions 1 reouration 

without hesitation .

His desire to assist verges at times on sentimentality. When limiko 

Murakami was determined to leave on the Gripsholra he argued with her 

for  hours, oi lered to lend her money, and, according to Brown, even conceived 

a plan of sp ir i t in g her out of the camp to get her away from the au th or i ties .

Y et, as the hearing shows, he is qu ite unable to understand, to 

admit into his mind, and consequently to take into consideration, the 

psychologioa 1 effects  of evaouation on the J apanese. He w i l l  never 

let an opportunity for  debate pass urohallenged.

He Is u tter ly blind to the J apanese' sensitiveness and inadvertantly 

injures their  feel in gs  by his brusque behavior. That a person would 

retain  a love and respect for  the country of his b ir th , even though he 

had adopted another, is beyond his comprehension* His honesty and 

good intent are beyong question  ̂ yet he is the most unpopular Caucasian 

on the project.

On December 11 I  attended a small gathering at which Terry and 

his wife were preent. This was the night of their  return from Washington 

and Hew York. Terry argued with Brown, Wplter and Province that any 

&&&&&& of the evacuees had a “perfect legal  r igh t” to walk out of camp.

He cou ldn 't see why they didn 't start legal proceedings. Though he 

battled va l ien tly,  the combined insistence of three men and two women,

Mrs. Woiter and myself, f i n a l l y  foroed him to admit that the evacuees 

might >6 motivated by their  fear s ,  resentments, and other emotions 

and not by logic,  that an appreciation of their  legan r igh ts  under 

the Constitu tion is inh ibited by these atti tu des, and that they should
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DECEMBER a, Afternoon@@CAUCASIAN REACTIONS

My observations among the Caucasians lead me to believe�

that they are more disturbed over the shooting than the�

evacuees. For one thing, the news spread f&r more quick ly �

through the Caucasian group. The incident is almost the only�

topic of conversation, whenever a group of Caucasians meet,�

and i t  is the ch ief topic at meals#

A conversation with two school teachers and Mrs. Tuty#�

who is at present secretary to Mr. Hoffman and in charge of�

the legal ordering of the leave clearance hearings is i l �

luminating. Miss Smith, an elementary teacher is very symp�

athetic  to the evacuees* She began to t e l l  me her version �

of the Inc ident� "This boy was an ar t i s t . He did a l l  the�

artwork for the G i la News@Courier# He drew the cover fo r  the�

anniversary issue# (Here Miss Amith ran to her room for  a�

copy of th is issue which she gave me,) He was begging for �

relocation  and had been refused by Mr# Terry# Bennett said,�

yes, but Terry said ’no*# Luty said ’ no* too* Luty said the�

boy was n uts."

"Wolter called Luty in about i t .  She said,*No, a person�

l ik e that should not go out. He’ s not for America and he’ s�

not fo r  J apan.f‘*f‘

"He goes over the bridge to go to Chandler*3' Previous to�

th is he had beaten up h is mother and sister# They couldn’ t�

l i v e with him in the same house. He told them there was�

Ĉhandler is m iles away# ” ~ ~
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SHOOTING— KIKIDA December 3, 1943

I t is a l i t t l e  too ear ly yet# I t happened the day before yesterday.

From immediate contacts in the mess and in other plaoes* the f i r s t  

thing that oaomes to their  minds seems to be "Waan’ 1 there any other altern ative 

employed rather than shooting?" And of course yesterdays paper explained«

The papers stated that the M« P* fi r ed  two warnings* People at f i r s t  thought 

that the M«P« shot without warning«

I  think i t  is safe to say th t̂ there is considerably less reaction 

toward the inoident because for  several reasons!

1« The mental condition of the young man* He happened to be a N isei .

That may cause less dissention» He was able to speak E nglish«

2« The wound is not serious enough to cause death to the person«

3« The absenoe of any pressure group. I  think i f  we had an organisation 

like the G.Y.P.A. and some others« oer tain ly I  think some publio opinion 

would have been shown«

I  know the fath er« He used to be a movie projeotion ist for  the C.A.S,

He wa8 a f i r e man* He l eft  for  Cleveland about a month ago expecting to get 

his fam i ly. I  understand he is coming back in a few days.*

Some people knew the boy was refused relocation  and are suspecting i t « 

People don’ t know about the jeeps ooralng in .

The evacuees as a whole are more or less holding to their  own publio 

mindedness« Their view is one of common sense; not so emotional. Of oourse 

there might be some who might be emotional. But they don’ t have any oppor�

tu n ity. Mr. WoIter talked to me th is morning. I  told him that i f  fi ve or 

six agitators  wanted to start something the rest of the people would hold 

them back«

B̂ecause of the shooting incident«
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The reason that Morse had arrested the evacuee farmers last night 

was because he had to show th is big colonel that he was on duty«

Besides the evacuees were outside the camp l imits with passes«

This u tter ly fan tastic account» in whioh the only item of truth 

is the ar r iva l  of the offi cer  should be compared to Brown*s account 

of the real  reason for  the major's a r r i va l .

Deoember 6» 1943 $  SHOOTING

Sat at the table with iu ty again ton ight« Over the oof fee I  

mentioned that I  had beenKllowed to read the transcr ipt of the hearing 

of K ira« twty wanted to know where i t  was, she had been tryin g to get 

a hold of i t  for  days*

I  remarked that I  disagreed with  her on one point: that the trans�

cr ip t seemed to show that the boy was quite lucid in his arguments and 

not at a l l  er ratio* "oh, but you didn 't see him?” said Mrs* Iu ty« "He 

was ready to jump over the desk at any minute and take Mr« Terry by the 

throat« He brought up the Oregon ourfew oases and i t  turned out he 

d idn 't know anything about them« Besides he was very loquatious.”

" I  noticed,” sold I ,  ”that Mr* Terry seemed to talk  about three tines 

	� much as the boy*” "Mr. Terry always dose," said Lira, TJ ity* "The 

boy was very, very argumentative*"

"Don't you think he was encouraged to argument?” I  asked* "Yes, 

indeed," said Iu ty« Then for  the fourth times she repeated Mr« Ter ry's  

remark that Akira "was cer tain ly o f f  the beam."

Driving home with the Montgomery s is ter s ,  I  apologised for  turning 

the din ing table into an opportunity to col lect Couoasian atti tu des. 

The pro$evacuee s isters  assured me they understood but warned me about 

having admitted that I  was allowed to read the transcr ipt since i t  mdgH

•*$See page
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Q* when y°u f i r s t answered Question 28 on the mil i tary registration  questionnaire 
you answered that question in the negative?

A* Yes.

Q* Was that a true answer when you gave i t?
A * Yes*

Q* W i l l  you explain  the reason for  your answering the question that way?
A* In the f i r s t  place, the J apanese were, put in oamps while the American ci tizen s 
'' of &grman and I ta l ian  ancestry were not. The conditions in the Assembly Center 
I ! such as l i vin g in stables where there was no ven ti lation  and in l in ing up for  
I I  hours at a time in order to eat at a mess h al l  ■* those were the conditions which 
*» influenced me* The main reason was because we were in camp*

Q* Did any one influence your decision in any way?
��� ���

Q* Did you arr ive at a l l  these conclusions by you rself?
A. Yes.

Q. And the sum tota l  of your objections to th is treatment led you to state that you 
refused to swear al legiance to the United States?

A. R ight*

Q. Was that the part of the question you were answering in the negative or were you 
motivated in any way by th6 other part of the question which asked i f  you were loysl 

to J apan? Did that part of the question enter into i t at a l l?
A, What do you mean by that?

Q. The question $  "W i l l  you swear unqualified al legiance to the United States of
Ajperioa and fa i th fu l l y  defend the United States from any or a l l  attack by foreign  
or domestic forces , and forswear any form of al legiance or obedience to the J apanese 
emperor, or any other foreign  government, power or organ ization ." You have stated 

that th is request led you to refuse to say you would swear unqualified al legiance 
to the United S tates. Did your answer also lead you to feel  you would swear 
al legiance to the J apanese Emperor or did that enter into i t at a l l ?

4* We were placed in these camps and the attitude of the press as i t  was then made me 
feel  that maybe J apan was the place where I  would have my best opportunity for  the 
fu tu re.

Q. So, at � � �  the time you answered th is questions you were inclined to feel  that you 
might be w i l l i n g to swear al legiance to J apan?

A. That is r igh t.

Q. Now, in other words, at the time you answered the question on February 11th you 
d efin i tely fe l t  th is way about the United States?

A. Yes*

)*
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Suspecting that Dr• Hebe night speak mors freely if • "delegation*�

called upon him I suggested to Gordon Brown '��'� we pay � )�a call�

together. *�%'$#� had told me thrt Beta had +#�,-� the hoy out after the�

operation and had gotten him to talk freely.

Hata began by giving an account of the bay1« past history.

Kira had been a seven months baby weiging about pound* at birth.

Be had had a normal ohildhood and in Grammar School had been an excellent�

student. In High School he had been "J ust good.MAfter High School he had�

attended tps Angeles. He had never shown any symtoms of $����%� illness�

until September 1943 after his leave clearance hearing, before Mr. Terry�

and hie committee, Terry qulssed him severely at th't time.

He returned home tbs afternoon of the hearing and complained that ho�

was tired, bath mentally and physically*

The first week in November tils father noticed that he was acting�

peculiar. His father left for Cleveland November 11. At that time Kira�

told his sister thrfc hs was going to k ill his father and mother* She arid�

"Forget about It." Since '��'� time he had stated that some persons wished�

to k ill him. He aftio began to have visions/  at night. Be thought he�

was president of the United States at a salary of ♦ 200,000.00 a west.

Hs said he had an I , 0. of 700. Hs became progressively worse from that�

day until the day of the shooting. Hi become convinced that there wrs a�

special device dragging him out of the camp. He sold he heard the M. P.�

tell him to halt but this magnet kept drawing him out. He walked into�

the hospital with the support of two of the miHtery police. It was just�

a superficial wound, immediately after hs was shot hs was mentally�

recovered# Hs said he was not the president of the United States.

Hs was quite well for twenty «four hours. 1 asked him I f hs still saw�

visions or felt a magnet. He said, "No."

The next day he was just about normal. Then he began to bo back to
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The reasons for  wishing to change are:

(1 ) The purpose of returning to the U*S* in 1932 is to make my 

pe r ma ne nt home in Ame r lea ,

(2 ) Changing the sentiment of E astern Communities towards evacuees.

(3 ) X wish to have ray part in national in terests by relocatin g,

Vut now X have come to rea l ization  the governments motive in 

requ ir in g an affirm ative answer to the questions envolved, is  not only 

for  the purpose of demanding loyalty in  the armed forces but to assist 

the evacuees in re$establish in g themselves to normal l ives «

* * * * * * ♦ * ♦ * a a ♦ * * * ** * * tjt

My s is ter  is  attending the U n lters ity of Utah and wrote me letter s  

saying that the American people are very good to her even though the 

war is going on between the J apan and the United States*
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