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Kurusu

Kurusu was a tall, slender and handseme yeung man.

serieus, EXX withdrawn, and very unaggressive, He speke En

neavy accent,
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Tn:mﬁgéﬁn?aﬁupwus bern en Octeber 17y 1913, When ke was six years eld his
N

mi

mether died, and his father and Themas returnéd te Japan, where he remained

until he was eighteen. He teld me in 1981 that he had finished high scheel

!
)

in Japan. ?égﬁ\hgs father died and Thomas returned te the United States
te ebtain an educaticn as an engineer., He graduated frem Pasadena Junier
Cellege and then, fer a year, teek an extensiesn course in Emgkmw=x
engineering at the Califernia Institute ef Technelegy. He lived alene
in Pasadena _and he did net tell me whe financed his educatién., He was

ldseme , aninMEngmEn serious, and rather withdrawn yxmy yeung man and

English with a heaGy‘acccnt.
net tell me whe financed his educatien. He was empleyed as

a draftsman and was evacuated te Tulare Assembly Center. In September eof

1942 he was transferred ts the Gila Center where Z met ani}x&»ﬁﬁ%hnt with

mim in Auzust ef£-29)3., He mmmke  passisnately deneumces- tane TWjustice
|

-

of theMilitary mmmmtmhmmmhmmm Questietinaire and eyen wrete a paper fer

%ﬁ%&iﬁ which e axpreSsed Gis visweel

marfied Kimik®, a vrwn?{xﬁx had been bern in Japan, Xxszxixxmxxxgx&

KEngRenxsxanexgrienax txex iynxagustxetnl Qw/mcf
\

—~

In August ef 1943, while I was werking at the Gila Center, I appreached
] > b L

asked him if he wruld care te tell me why he had answered the
military questiennaire in the negative, He talked te me fer an entire
afterneen nmmmmibhed telling me why he had felt ethically ebliged te say
"Ne," He even wrete an essay fer me en the subject, After he and his

te Tule Lake

wife were segregated/in Octeber of 1943, I wrete te them eccasienally

and at Christmas time I sent them a medest bex ef candy. Mr. Kurusu

then wrete me that he weuld never g ferget this kindness as leng as he

L. Apparently, Dr. Thxxx Themas did net five this paper te the

Bancreft Library at the U, of Califernia.
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lived,
a

Mrs. Kurusu was yemymnzambpfmhyn/beautiful and
yeung girl
with the carriage and manners ef a mmsmfd reared in Japan.

sur cenversatisns, she was Xx®xy a very private

delicate yeung weman,

Theugh she

semetimes participated in

was a Tule Lake T never Imaxxx was teld that

nersen, rLer axamr

been bern in Ji ssumed she was a Kibei) and I never learned

name

the sister of the wife

C-?ne was, hewaver,

respendents at the Gila Center, Mr, Inui.

tRLAK,




net until Nevember 7 that ne teld me that when I

ceme te visit him in Februagy he had been very frigatened, He had even taken

p
the treuble tﬁ exslain that I wses just an eld friemnd te several ef the
seeple in his bleck. /
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TALK WITH eV AN ISAMU AND KIMIKO XMEXEX KURUSU

I paid my first call at the Kurusus' knewinz that I weuld be well

received. Only Mrs. Kurusu was at heme, She was ielighted te see me

and ran immediately to get her husband who is block manager and was in

his office. When he came he appeared happier and less strained than

when I last saw him at Gila. At that time he had been tormented over
the decision of segregation and fear that his Caucasian friend, McNeil,
would despise him for his decision. At Tule Lake he was, however, far
more fearful of his Japanese neighbors than he had been at Gila.¥* He
told me that his block was composed almost entirely of individuals who
were in favor of keeping up the status quo. He himself believed in law
and order and felt that the evacuees should obey the laws of the United

States as long as they were on United States soil. He said that now he

says nothing. If he advised against violence he would get into trouble.

So he just agrees with whomever he speaks to without committing himself

too much one way or the other. He is now engaged in translating the

Japanese printed matter given out by the Negotiating Committee and the

Coordinating Committee and promised to forward this material to me

within the next ten days. Oda's Japanese accent which was quite

pronounced at Gila was stronger than ever. His wife, whowiswalso Kibed,
retained her excellent American English. She, with her practical,
slightly flippant American ways, makes a much better informant than her
husband, who hesitates to reveal any Japanese attitude which does not
coincide with his idealistic frame of reference.. While Mrs. @da served
me with cocoa and sweetened puffed rice and presented me with two
beautiful shell flowers, [made at Tule Lake] they made the following
statements.

«Ihe«Odas’' statemient.- verbatim, .

Mr. 0:"1t's neally a disgusting stony. 1 think some o4 the people want
power. They say 'We are working for the people.' 1 heard a Rot
04 rumons. 1 believe they're working forn themselves.

"This new Coordinating Committee is all right."

(I asked how this Coordinating Committee had been selected.)
Mrs., 03 "That's what 1'd Like %o know! 1 think they were elected from

each division head."

Mr. 0: "Since November we have had another so-called negotiating committee.
They took care of all the camp affains. WRA and the Aumy did not
necognize them as true nepresentatives. They (WRA) think they were
not elected properly.”

"Maybe they really #nied to bring the center better. But thein
demands were more Like ondens than suggestions.”

"Only a few people really know the inside stony."

"More than two hundred people were put in the stockade. Seventy
on §igty have already been Left out. Some were taken before, but
on November 26 we had the big search. We had a very nice soldien




come in. Some wene good[ and s0me bad. The one who came henre
was really wice.” Mrs. P. agreed.)
"Honestly, 1'd Like this center back %o nonmal conditions,
but 4§ 1 said that to the nesidents they'd say 1'm a dog.
Since 1 took office two-three men came over and threatened
ntatives."
—control themselves. There was
on man doesn't say very much.
The most clever men
ust nesting peacsully

s0 much excitement.
The nest of the pub
ane not taking high POSATLONS «
at home."

When they asked me %o be Block Managen 1 refused. 1 thought
it was going o be hard and tough. The people would be stubborn.

~ But one night we had elections and 1 was elected.”

(Here Mrs. @. digressed to the motives which had caused

eople to come to Tule Lake.)

"1§ they say "yos," maybe they can't go to Japan. Many
have relatives there. The people anre fongetting the United
States now. They say, "We are Japanese." The finst time they
(the newspaper) sald there wasb thouble hene, that was the 4wt

DS we had heard 0§ & ety

Mrs.

0:

nAt the time of demands they totd me that the demands were
mone Like saying to them (WRA) how fo run this camp. They took

x At that way."

"The aumy fellows are very nice at the post office."




Kurusu, March 1L, 194l
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MARCH 1L, 1%Ll

TALK WITH MRS. KURUSU

I called en the Kurusus'

first to take them some Otsukemono (pickled vegetables)

the KakefB7T Mr. ©déa was attending a block manager's meeting, but his wife, a
much better informant) than he, gave me all the help she could. I planned to
call Friday afternoon when he will be home and no other visitors are expected.
Mrs. @@ explained that what she could tell me was only "what she had heard,"”
and )she did not hear(very much because they live away at the end of camp.

T A A Rrnr KA et
Coordinating Committee

There has been no change in the peoples’ attitude toward the Coordinating
Committee. To me they all think in the same way. But they don't do anything
about it. I believe they're going to give them (the Coordinating Committee) a
fair chance. :

The curfew came and people went back to work very quietly. To tell the
truth I believe they've changed somewhat; but they don't say anything aloud.

So many have gone back to work anyhow.

There are still people in the stockade. Some fellows were taken from our
block and haven't come back yet.

I don't know much about center happenings. When the block managers have a
meeting, no member of the administrative staff ever comes. If a happy solution
i8 to come, both sides have to come together. In Manzanar,they tell me,every
week the project director or a staff member comes to speak to the block managers.

I belteve the block managers are in a neutral position and they should be
able to bring up block problems to the administrative staff.

A Al _jh

Mrs. @&g now asked if she could ask me a question. She wanted to know why
they have cut off one part of the camp with double fences. I explained that I
had heard that this had been done so that if trouble threatened again the "good"
might be separated from the "bad".

Daihyo Sha Kai

They came from the farm incident. They may have been started already before
that. After the accident.and before the funeral we were told to get a representa-
tive from each block. I don't know who was behind it. We voted for these repre-
sentatives.

At that time the people wanted to get together and speak to the Project
Divector. I heard the Negotiating Committee was chosen from these representatives.

Second Negotiating Committee =Mrsa—-0dd perhaps*means-Coordination-Committee)-

No one knows about them. That's altogether wunknown. There really was no
second negotiating committee. All the people said that their representatives
were already chosen and were in the stockade. We had no election like that in
our block.

I heard the boys were already working in the warehouse.

Manzanar People

There hasn't been any effect from the Manzanar people coming in. It seems

4@: %iz?”an agéergiwgﬁﬁc‘WEre STSTETET The;Katos, g29<}é¥ed;in the—Gila CoMterim

Wb my_f¥iEndse/ -
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the Administration are afraid of them. They had a riot over there, you know.
They 've gotten very good consideration if you ask me. I think Gila had the raw
deal. We were the last in here and when it came to work, Gila didn't have any.
Manzanar already got work before they came in. Gila is too quiet /submissive/.
I wunderstand there are quite a number of people still in Manzanar who are coming
here.

The Manzanar people are really crowded. They get three beams® and two or

three people are supposed to get in that. For a few months or so you can be
crowded. But when you don't know when you're leaving, it's very hard. I think
the Manzanar people are trying to get better rooms. They say more people are
coming from Gila or Manzanar and from every other center. They ean't crowd all
those people into three blocks.

The camp is so big now that if they make it bigger we're going to have to
have trolley cars, so we can get from place to place.
Everybody says Mr. Robertson is the only good one here.

o ! kkkkkkkkkk \
—

vl )

/f I now attempted to call on my friend Jim Takeuchi and my block manager's brother, |

/ Bill Nishino,2 but found neither at home. Being near the address of one of the

[ high school students whom some of the Gila teachers had asked me to visit, I decided

| to call on her. This young lady proved to be working in the office of the Coordin-
ating Committee.

I went there; the same strained silence 3 on the part of the ten boys in the
outer office greeted my appearance. I asked for the young lady and one of the
boys went to get her. When she appeared we chatted for a few minutes, she regard-
ing me meanwhile with a steady, amazed, awe-stricked stare. The young men in the
room talked only in Japanese. I then asked the girl if she would ask May Iwohara
to come out to see me. May came out immediately. She said Mr. Akitsuki would
be very glad to see me and would like to talk to me, suggesting that she call me
tomorrow at the administration building and let me know what time would be conven-
ient.

The ten boys, sitting, standing and lounging in the outer office looked at
me suspiciously. They said nothing, but were not rude. All conversation was in
Japanese. (I had an inteéresting talk with some of these boys two days later.)

I called next on Mr. Iwata whose brother had sent him a message (and some
money) from Gila. He was rather ill at ease, but made the following remark:

I don't know personally. There is lots of personal feeling among the Japanese,
As far as the management of the Tule Lake Camp - all right. But a few among these
people; they don't understand each other. They don't try to understand the other
persons' point of view. If all the people concerned try to give in a little, I
don't know; but I think things would be better.

I next called on another relative of a Gilan friend, Komura. The gentleman
was not at home, but his family, a wife and several female relatives received me
\__most cordially. Being women, they said, they keep out of politics; but they were

/I. The size of "apartments" was measured by the number of crossbeams on the ceiling./
AT Te—F-had Been 1ivimginmthe—&vacues section™. My-block manager-had-asked

__«MEHO™EHTT Oon his brother,—Bi-llss/
/3. Asat my prévieus-visits/
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\XE\ In Kpril ef 194l I visited Tale Lake frem April 12 te April 17 On my arrival

A

I feund the melmbers eof the mpxwkwkxdxzkxf® WRA staff in state of extreme

J./ :

appreiensien., Mr. Rebertsen (Assistant Preject Directer in charge of Operati n),
teld me:

A greup (ef segregants) wrete te the Spanish Embassy ané the Departmen

of the Interierdd asking wnat they theught abeut further segregatien,

matter was r red back te the camp efficials. Permissien was given

this greup by the Administratien (Mr. Black, (Assistant Preject

Directer im Charge eof Cemmunity Managzement Divisien) te find eut the

reactien te further segregatisn, They went abeut it by circulating a

REXXEXXNX memerandum tareuzh the celeny asking the peeple whe wanted te

gat=d and return te Japan xmk en the first beat te sign hnere.

It was circulated last week. . .Severall peeple had suggested

celeny was right en the xmxxg: verze of anether incident. . . I

whele celeny very tense,. . The Ceordinating Cemmittee resigned last Saturday .

L_ I visited five Japanese American friends and feudn nene of them in

a state of tensien, The centrast between their nenchalance and the

anxiety ef the WRA staff was striking. /

THEKXNXTENXRXXNNNINNRENN APRIL 1, 18LL

TALK WITH MR. AND MRS, KURUSU

/~ Unfertumately, the first paze of my talk with bhe Kurusus

st the end I remarked: 7

The Kurusus' appecared far happier and mere at ease tham at any eof
fermer visits.
7 As I recall the Kurusus d4id net have much te say absut the

Se I asked them a variety
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Reaction to Request to Hear Myer Speak;¢

The first time I didn't know the object, why we should go. When I got there
I find out the negotiation members were there to consult with WRA heads on the im-
provement of the center. He (Myer) didn't make any promise. He said, "I have
confidence with Best." We went to the Administration building there for four hours.
After three or four hours we find out it was for nothing because the committee
couldn't accomplish anything.

Present Colony Need:

One thing we urgently need is a good organised central power.

Mrs. oda: This would be a fine time for the Coordinating Committee to resign.

\

Mr.;éa%{ =The members should be elected to a board that would not have the handi-
cap of being self-appointed.

Reaction to Vote on Status quo (January 11, 1944):

I said No because our block said No. I thought deep in my heart it was very
silly to keep on in a situation like this. We might as well change the system and
have a better way to run the camp. I didn't have any objections to that election.

I thought we did not have the authority to run the camp. WRA has the power. We
listen to what they say and obey the law. If we keep going forever (with the strike),
we're just sunk.

I think the people are so against the non status-quo because they don't like
the Coordinating Committee. They don't trust the members. If the members of the
Coordinating Committee were chosen by election, that's another story. But they're
self-appointed. We don't trust them. We don't know them.

1 |  Teorqrudegsun oq pTHsUS -A2
} Qies UJ gonuw F?“S 1TE -2 ;w’;{u‘qu )YC
TLi9M XXX?EX;'KJJDM 99 posU 3,uaj nek - G%IyIHmUSﬁ//

PUSTI] STH - qq'y{u,ugﬂ./
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ifFrnm May 13 te May 25 mest ef my respsudents were aappier and XXEXZ ' mere

relaxed than I had aver seen them., They felt that thelr situatien had

impreved and they heped fer better things By May 105 pf the men detained

in the steckade had been released, and, accerding te d administrative

anneuncement, "relea yf frem 2 te 5 persens are being made almest daily."

=1

(Newell Star, May 18, 194Li). Tke Administratien's attempt te get the peeple te
elect a committee te neminate candidates fer a representative bedy develeped
inte a ludicreus failure. Out of the 7L blecks in the center, enly 15 mmex
neminated representatives. Waen I discussed this mx phenemenen with my
friends, they splied and respended with expressiens ef sblique er Xxmxxx

irenic satwsfactien., Seme seemed te feel that they had really put the

Administratien dewn., /

TALK WITH MR AND MRS. [@#. KURUSU

On the "Election":

\

AIANRAA
Mr. :Eg: In my opinion the reason it didn't come out successfully is because some
of the people in the center feel that unless the men in the stockade are released
they will continue to back the Daihyo Sha Kai because the men in the stockade are
our representatives. '

I told you last time it was better to have a good strong /representative/
organization. But the way people feel right now I think it's better to release
the men from the stockade. I feel pretty strong that way.
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I had a meeting. Only|25 or 26 people attended, so I just told them the
meeting was adjourmed. (Q#e lives in block 59.) A4s you know, the block managers
can't stick their nose in politics, so I must be neutral. I did my best, but the
people feel that way.

The Coordinating Committee:

Another thing, the Coordinating Committee was organized for the purpose of
releasing the men and bringing the center back to nommalcy. But right now it is
in better condition than it was three months ago. The canp seems normal, now,
but as long as the men are in the stockade people will feel that it is not a normal
condition.

Some of the people say the Coordinating Committee didn't finish their work.
They made a statement in the paper that they had completed their work but more
than 50 persons are still in there. Some of the Issei were sent to the intermment
camp, which made the group mad.

T L mRAA

Mrs. Q@A then repeated a milder version of the story of the beatings of the
internees by Internal Security, saying that a girl who works in the hospital had
told her and she knew this girl wasn't the kind to 1lie.

Some people say they'd like to know where they get the scum they hire on
Internal Security. Internal Security has a very bad name.

Mr. ggé: Unless WRA releases the men in the stockade there is no necessity to
organize another committee. If the men are sent to Leuppé there is no hope at

all to organize another committee. The majority of people are just watching the
Adninistration to see what they do. Besides people hesitate to be block delegates.

They may go to the stockade if they are.

AN WA,
It is interesting to note the change in @d@a's attitude since March and April.
He is a strong proponent of obeying the laws of this government and the rules of
the Administration while in this camp on U.S. soil. He has said very harsh things
about the Daihyo Sha Kai. But the powerful sentiments of his very strong pro-
Daihyo Sha block have convinced him that stockade release is the only solution.

égbcording to Weglyn, "Years of Infamy" (p. 207), the Army withdrew from
the stockade on May 23. On May 25, the Newell Star announced that the WRA
had taken over the stockade from the Army. I did not at this time know
that this step had been taken./




Kurusu, Jumne, 6, 19L)L

/- On May 2, thedd/f day afte d this pleasant talk with the

Kurusus, a Japanese American censtructien wepkey,ymx returniung frem an

assignment eutside the area was shet at clese range by an Army seatry.
Japanese American
X " 3 r s s x o -
the fellewing day. I visifted a number ef my/friemds, but

skugEmdnxuxand ¥raxmknmasuxtivedndninnantatabnarguninhhnek since Mr.,
Kurusu wasaa bleck mananger and lived in a very pre-status-que bleck, I
wrete xxmk te him asking if I might safely visit hime I alse asked him

\

te write = te me if he did net wish me te call. On June f 6, I received

ockekk the felldwing letter, /
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’

4§fter the’ shooting of Mr., Okamoto, I had written to Mr. Oka (a-Kibei.friend
from Gila) asking whether’he thought I might safely visit him. ~He was block
managér of /a very pro-status quo block; and I did not wish to put him at_xisk
of being/called an inu. In.my letter I _had asked him to write to me~if he
did not wish me to call./” o

70‘

LETTER FROM MY FRIEND, MR. @BA, dated June 5, 1944

Thank you for your letter and sincere courtesy. I deeply regret that the tragic
oceurance had to stop your visiting which I was expecting with great interest.

Generally speaking, the attitude and sentiment of the colony toward shooting
ineident is very quiet and does not make sharp and strong criticism in comparison
to last year's incident. It seems to give me a hint that on account of the past
experienced troublesome period, the colonists are acting much more sensibly and
observing the present existing condition with the eyes of great interest.

As far as I can observe the present existing public sentiment, I hope that pro-
bably there will be no public disturbance or see the slightest tendency of trouble
and pressure group. However, it appears to me that the colonists have received
considerable shock and a tendancy of great anger toward thoughtless cruel barbaric
in-human being attitude of the military police.

Other day we held the regular ward meeting and a Block Manager brought up the
sincere hope of request by the people, concerning inhuman attitude of the military
police toward the recent tragic incident that hereafter, the w.r.a. would guarantee
and take proper measurement and caution for our safety and security especially employees
of the center. We do not want to repeat the tragic history. If these tragedies occur
in any event, it will be the most disastrous thing to see and will greatly affect
the public welfare and affairs in the future of the center. With understanding,
the mutual cooperation and for the future of the center we must prevent and take
safety measures from now on to promote public welfare and the harmonious way of living.

Since November's incident, it appears to me the general policy of the center
has been very much complicated and changed on the part of the administration. To
the best of my knowledge, we seem to have two authorities, w.r.a. and the army.
This will induce us into contradiction of our minds to understand the policy and
the settlement of difficult problems with the authorities. According to the state-
ment of the Project Director, Mr. Best stated that w.r.a. will not be responsible
for the shooting. In this case, the colony naturally think the army will take the
fullest measurement for responsibility of shooting.

We understand that segregees in this center are given the fullest protection
and w.r.a. enforces the laws in order to maintain the public in order and peace
according to their regulations and that the army will protect our safety and security
with the fullest cooperation of w.r.a. The most significant point which always tis
miscomprehended and contradict our minds is whether the army has authority or not
within the barbed wire fence is the public curiousity toward the administration of
w.r.a. From time to time, I hear the people saying that the ammy has no authority
within the barbed wire fence whatever, and w.r.a. has the fullest power to control
the entire center. The people feel the army is supposed not to stay in the boundary
of w.r.a. This sounds very reasonable but we do not know what degree is the truth.

Tule Lake Center is knoum as the segregation camp and in comparison to the other
nine Relocation Centers, the state of this center might entirely be different on
adninistration policy of the w.r.a. On account of this the center might need the
combined authorities over the Administration. The colony sincerely hope that eitvher
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one of them must take responsibility, otherwise we will have no authority to conform
and to protect our safety and security. :

Wwith the most prudent attitude and the greatest interest, the colony 18 observ-
ing the progress of the present affairs and those false communication and broad-
casting over radio deeply degrade the public morale and extremely irritate the public
gsentiment and anger. As the most typical characteristic of the Orient races,
especially, Japanese has a great tendency toward excitement, irritation and judge
things sentimentally. In consideration of these facts I sincerely hope that the
authority take thorough steps for the imvestigation and the justice will be done for
a better solution. Also I have confidence that the colony is eagerly waiting with
great expectation for the official announcement of the truth.

(I think that Mr. Oda, in Japanese style, is obliquely expressing attitudes
which have been more openly stated by other informants.)

WILD CAT JAPANESE SCHOOLS

From two Caucasians (teachers) I have heard accounts of certain "wild-cat"
Japanese schools which are springing up here and there in the camp. These schools
stress Japanese training of the most severe sort and refuse to come under the
authority of the Japanese schools established with the consent of WRA. Mr. Best
has taken some action (I don't know what) but apparently it has had little result.
The organizers of the schools are according to rumor, young Kibei of very pro-
Japanese leanings. The curricula, which includes physical training, is said to be
very vigorous.

Another Caucasian teacher, a reliable informant, told me that young people are
constantly dropping out of her classes due to pressure from home that they should
not attend the English schools at all.
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/ During Junre almest all of my respendents were 'falking abeut the inu

n

Several men, stigmatized as imu had been seversly beaten, sne ef them

being a XXX Japanese American pelice wardew whe had pretested against
__that nad been initiated

merning exedrcis=s/in his bleck because they resembled tne militaristic

exercises custemary in Xxxx Japan. IV is xx significant that the
nake er of the beatings

Kurusus in this cenversatien mkxe/ne mentien ef inu/and assmxkms assertfd that

the merning exereises were met militaristic. 7

" rpaa
Mr. Oda said he had kept as careful a record as he could on the initial meeting

of block representatives to select a committee to investigate the Okamoto shooting.
He was pretty confused about it all; if he, who is well educated in English and
Japanese is confused, the people as a whole are probably utterly mixed up about it.
(Some of my respondents have told me that the people don't care and think that the
Spanish Consul won't accomplish anything anyway.)

\

Meeting to Select Reguested-Thvestigation Committee] te Tuvestigate Sheeting ef lir. Okametoe,

I attended this meeting. As you know the Japanese govermment has a great in-
terest in this case. They have requested the Spanish Consul to make a detailed.
report and he has asked for a committee to make the detailed report to him. So,
since the members of the Coordinating Committee had resigned, there were no repre-
sentatives for the people. So, since nobody had responsibility, they suggested
that each block send a spokesman who was a Japanese national.

Then, June 4th we had an election. Some blocks elected a man and some blocks
just sent an observer to the meeting. All were Japanese nationals, mostly Isset.

Then they elected officers, president, ete. This committee is just temporary
and they decided to disband after the completion of the investigation. Some of
the people suggested at the meeting that they might remain as permanent Japanese
spokesmen for the people, but I believe in the present situation, they hesitate to
elect permanent delegates.

They named eight men for the committee.

(I asked if any members of the Coordinating Committee were on it.)

There were no Coordinating Committee members on that. This committee was
recognized offictally by the approval of Mr. Best.
Everybody is afraid of the future and they didn't want it to be permanant.

It seems to me very few people know about the details of how this was done
(Okamoto shooting). They can't get the true facts. Besides they're afraid of
being put in the stockade. It's no use to fight against the Administration.
Everybody just keeps their mouth shut and quiet.
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Unrest over Shooting:

There was unrest, particularly among the young boys. They were quite excited.
But there was nothing they could do. If they start trouble, something will happen.
| I know lots of people had good experience in the last incident. They don't want
| anymore trouble. If they start trouble, the same thing will happen.
J And besides that, the investigating committee has been established and the
people also believe WRA and the Army arve taking care of it. The committee Just
started their investigation last week. \

On_the "Morning Exercises" which caused Trouble in Block 54:

We used to have morning exercises too. But they stopped it. I believe Manzanar
i still having them. They are not militaristic exercises. I think the wardens
are just afraid of public gatherings. There were one or two teachers arrested while
they were having the exercises in school. I think that's why they have been stopped
here. The block people didn't want any more victims. :

The Issei are really hard minded. They're stubborn. It's hard for the old
folks and the young folks to get along.

Continuing Importance of Stockade Issue:

to organize any Central Committee. Everyone feels that way about the committee.
They feel the time has not come. They would really like to have ome good committee
because in a time like this there is no spokesman.

Unless they release the men from the stockade I don't think there is any hope \

Giri

That is simply obligations. Suppose those former Negotiating Committee in the
stockade. Suppose right now we elect another representative from each block and
organize a central committee. In that case we double cross them (the men in the
stockade). We admit that they had criminal intention. That means giri. That'’s
why, for the benefit of them we cannot do it right now, unless the WRA releases
these men. That ie the Japanese point of view right now.

I wish the WRA would release those men. When they tried to organize the
committee (in May) everything happened that way, because of giri.

More on,Exercises

Mrs. Oda: It was the little children who just loved the exercises. They had a lot
of fun getting up in the morming. He (her husband) was too lazy to get up. For
the children it was tanoshimi (a pleasure - something to look forward to).

Mr. Best's Speech at the Funeralg. M- @',z“Q7A

He was thinking of the future of the center, particularly of the safety and
security. I said to myself, "He's quite a diplomat.” He made a very intelligent

speech. If he had made the wrong kind of speech, it would have meant more trouble.
He chose his words very carefully.




Kurusu, July 24, 19LL

/~ Ontfé the 1 .
[ Ontfg tue kmmenme been stigmatized as
oct¥ex a "Number 1 Inu

" was murderes Jid net visit my respemdents until

they invited me. On July 24, I received the fellewing letter

frem Mr., Kurusu,. 7

T TPMM I T ola T WwTTY NTT ) r
LETTER " FROM MR. KURUSU (dated July 20)

"Since the recent incident a number of persons have been removed from the center
for protection. The residents were saying so much and doubted these persons. You
know what I mean—----

"The situation is gradually coming back to normal but I still feel some tension
in camp. At the time of the murder the situation was so grave that the WRA called a
block manager's meeting and suggested we have block meetings to decide whether the
residents wanted a curfew for protection. The block managers could not decide and
accept that suggestion because the proposition was too important for the block managers
to decide whether such matter should be brought back to the block for consultation.
As far as I can see the colonists and block managers have nothing to do with such
important matters. In other words, we have no authority and power to make decisions.
Of course some blocks may need a curfew for protection but perhaps other blocks do not
want it. It appeared to me at the meeting that the block managers felt that the
residents do not want it. -Probably past experience.

"In connection with the assassination, the head of colonial police and other
members had resigned. Consequently, the department is facing a difficult situation
in carrying out their assignments. Up to date the reputation of police is so grave
that it seems to me the colonists have no interest in the colonial police affairs.

It tells very clearly by past experiences and every meeting which we held has failed.
None of. them succeed. The colonists held meetings regarding the election of the
police commissioners but unfortunately failed except for two or three blocks. It

appears to me that the colonial police department feels they have no support by the
colonists. -

"We arrived here October 8 and I became block manager November 5 so0'I really do
not know what was in the minds of the people between October 1 to 14. As you know
this is a segregation camp but it seems to apply only to the nine (9) Relocation
Centers which recently completed their order by sending the remaining segregees. (T
hear rumors from time to time that there are many loyal persons who should relocate




July 24, 1944 - p. 5 -30- j% ‘

or go to another camp still in this center.) If peace and order is to be maintained
WRA should take immediate steps to remove such persons. Unless complete segregation
of segregees in this center, we shall not see any hope for peace. By means of
removing such persons, I believe WRA will have a little more easier time to enforce
the laws and carry out administrative policy efficiently as a real segregation camp.
It seems to me that all the troubles that we have had in the past is due to entangled
rumors, administrative policy and other misunderstanding.
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Kurusu, August, 194l 19,

Yamasaita enist
/During Awgust Mr. Txgxkiama and stherfgf resegregatimibst leaders xuoex

ielivered "educatirnal lectures" at small bleck m=etings They assures

tisteners that Xxxiw Japan was winninz the war and interpreted the varieus
peverses as a strategic trav inte which the American ferces were heing drawn.
They further =ixxxsmx emohafized that "fer these whe desire te returm ts
Jasan, the discieline and eduatisn eof eur children adapted te the system eof
iartime Metherland are abselutely necessary" and they xssm asserted that

5

heped, with the censent of the WRA, te feorm srganizatiemns wihich weuld srevi
. Yamasnita
such discipline and educatisn Mr. Tazkxkkomxkeld me that he was riving

these ledtures witheut sermissien frep the administratien and weuld cen-
tinue te give them "fer the sake ef the pesple Simultanesusly, a xxxmRx
greup eof resegregati nists; ﬂeaééd by Mr. Aramaki, a yeunz Buddhist sriest,
apereached the administratien and received xmxwikkm sermissien te

high scheel auditerium fer a series ef lectures em Jamanese

Orn August 12, they
culture./xRumx sreceded te form a ceaterwide Yeung Men's
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the Study of the Mether Ceuntry, the Sekeku Kenkye Seinen dan,with the

exsressed aims ofmmbmephmgm erganizing classes en Javanese language, nistery,
and political idesleogy., Within a few Rxux weeks abeut five hundred ysung

men had jeined the Sekeku . Ameng them was my friend, Kurusu., EKurusu,
hewever, did ast tell me that he had jeinedcuntil

I wrete te Mr. K,rusu, asking when I mizht visit, but did net receive

ressense until September 12, 7

ST See, "Deing Fieldwerk", pp. 1L)i-5; "Th
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FROM CONSERVATIVE FRIEND, MR. KURUSU
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September 12, 1944
Dear Miss Hankey,

"I have not heard very much news since your last visit. ‘The most significant
was the releasing of the remaining evacuees from the stockade.

"The colonists surely waited a long time for this happy event. It appears to me
that the residents feel the colony really has come back to normal condition and the
releasing created the most harmonious atmosphere among the residents. I believe this
will bring center into peace and quiet.

"I used to hear rumor that we might segregate to some other center. Certainly
residents talked about resegregation vigorously but right now it has gradually died down. '

. LK,

SEPTEMBER 15, 194

TALK WITH THE KURUSUS

Resegregation: -

At present they aren't thinking of it very much. They didn't like it very much
because they hate to move to another camp. It was particuiarly the weather. The
weather is nice here. Everybody hated to move to Poston. j

Everything is quiet and peaceful now.

Warden Attacked:

I'm very happy nowadays. I don

was very successfull
ry ssfully conducted. Everybody was very cooperative

looks like they' ;
Y 're tryin ; . .
stockade boys were Zeii gu:? T TR e

r 7
t have to worry very much. The meeting Wednesday

and the WRA of fice
Everybody was happy when the
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Rumers ef #xymxk Indictment and Arrests fer Murder eof Mr, Nema

K aramasrs

Mr.»Ok said he had not heard of the rumors of the arresti' He said: "I dom't
think that Kei and Kupa#aw1 could have been connected with that murder case."

&zﬁg A TN
Co-op:

On the whole the people feel all right toward the Co-op. But not many people attended
the General meeting. There were only 17 persons there. That was the meeting for Ward
VI for the Co-op. : : '
\K-NJ*" AN
(I asked how large a crowd could be expected and Q@& said perhaps several hundred
for the ward.)

; I don't see many people now who care (worry) about the Co-op. They have a good
feeling about it now. Everybody is satisfied. I think the new treasurer is very capable.
They even are going to give refunds.

Personally, I think the prices are too high compared with the present wages in
eamp. I think they're high. But the Co-op has to sell food because large families
need an excess of food for babies.

Actually cosmetics are really necessary for the women.

Some people say the canteens shouldn't sell fruits and vegetables because we're
getting food in the mess halls. Especially the canned goods is high priced. But we
must have the food. We can get along without the cigarettes and tobacco.

The other day the people complained that the fish was so high. They said that
the Co-op was making so much money on fish. They demanded that they sell fish at a

lower price.

Yoackar
Selmmidt's Resignation:

I know that at the Warden's meeting they don't have a good feeling toward him. He
used too much force that time. One committee asked him to resign but WRA couldn't accept
that.

<
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinjyn-dan:

The Sokoku Kenkyu is not a pressure group. They just want to study Japanese culture.
I know because I'm a member. That's why I joined. They're not going into politics. I
guarantee they will not start any trouble in here. If I see any trouble coming I will
resign.

Z
(While the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinyn-dan is at present taking no political action, know-
ing who is behind it and having heard the Matsudas' plans, I lean to the opinion that
: Ode is a little naive about the matter.)
That three or four months troubldl really gave us a good experience.

-y
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Kurusu, Sest. 20 30, 194l 224

1—0m September 2l the Resegregatienists circulated a secend eetitien
accempanied by an explanatery samshlet, requestimg the signatures ef "these
whe truly desire te return te Japan at the first spsertunity. The ®k pamehlet
stated that the greup was sresaring a fiwal list ef resatriates and expatri-
ates which was te be sreseated te "beth the Americam and theJ Jamanese
goveruments.,"X{ (See my fieldnetes fer September 21 and alse Themas

and Nishimete, pp. 315-18.)_7

BRIEF TALK WITH MRS, KURUSU

I hoped to talk over the resegregation petition with Mr.,@®a but he was not home.

His wife was expecting a music pupil. She said that they had received an announcement

but were waiting to hear how the other people felt about it. The pupil arrived and I
made an appointment for next Friday.

OCTOBER 6, 194k

TALK WITH MR. KURUSU, BLOCK MANAGER

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan:

?\’ AAAAAAN.-
Mr. O@& still stands stalwartly behind the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan as an entirely

unpolitical organization. He told me that they had a lecture every Saturday. He
thought these lectures very good. Last Saturday the subject had been Japanese history.

# 4

Resegregation Pamphlet: LA e Grnin | D0

J

"That is not authorized. Ihat'slbne of the biggest objections right now. Every-
body hates to sign because of the unauthorization of the statement.

"I got a notice last week (natice Blaek-sent-out) that Mr. Best was against re-
segregation. I don't know who's working on the body.

"Suppose I sign this paper? I don't think that would make me go to Japan very
soon. Those things are determined by the Japanese government. N

"Really, I'd like to know why those persons do it. Maybe they tried to get authori-
zZation (from the Administration) but they were rejected.

"Everybody would like to go back to Japan. But that wasn't done through the proper. .
channels. The way I feel, I think they should contact WRA before they distributed those »
pamphlets. That's the regular procedure to something like that. M

"Some of the people want to take my advice. But I can't tell them because I
don't want to give false statements. We had many signatures in this block. (egds
block, 59, is very strongly status quo.)

"Really if they want to organize a good organization, they should contact WRA.

If they want to carry out things."

Mr. ;;h and his wife remarked on the unusually quiet atmosphere prevailing in camp
at the present time. I am certain, from their unchanged, natural attitude, that they
also had no idea of the threats received by certain individuals® At the idea that
there might be a memorial demonstration on November 1, one of the Administration's
present pet bugaboos, they laughed heartily. "The people don't want any trouble,”
said Mr. O%a, M arreiaa \
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K/-/V\ Rans
TALK WITH MR. GBA,~EONSERVATIVE, -BLOCK MANAGER
)N

©#a and I had a long discussion on his plans to enter the University of California
Extension School and work for his B.S. in Electrical Engineering. I found out, for the
first time, that he was not a graduate of Cal Tech., (It's the first time I asked for
specific information.) but had completed a two-year course in Mechanical Technology
at the Pasadena Junior College and a special 14 weeks course in engineering for War
Industries at Cal Tech.  He appears very serious in his resolution to begin to improve
himself while at Tule Lake and I advised him as capably as I could. I'm going to see
the advisor when I come to Berkeley and get a course mapped out for him. Meanwhile,
I told him to write for his credits immediately.

He was grateful for my interest and talked more freely than he ever did before.

. His sentiments about the state of camp do not differ greatly from those of Mr. Kurihara,
although he has no idea of the inner workings of the big shots or, at any rate, will
not admit that he has.

As we began to discuss camp affairs, he asked me if I had heard the rumor going
around camp that Best and Black will resign next month.

l9¢\&“&w -
“Gdla' s Change of Attitude toward Sokoku Kenkyu:

;fcﬁ‘v'l asked if he had attended the Sokoku Meiji Setsu exercises. (As you may remember,
Mr. joined this organization some time ago and was rather eloguent in its defense
at that time.) He said he had not attended, but had gone instead to the Kokumin Gakk®g
ceremony. I then asked why he had not gone to the Sokoku exercises, since he's a
member.

I try to avoid anything. I haven't been going to the meetings. I told them, "If
I stay in your club I have to quit my job." It's not only that, I have to avoid
any other crowd. I just put down my name, but I don't go to the meetings.

I'm affiad if that organization goes on as it is, it will get involved in more
politics. That's why I'm afraid. They should consider every step.

I don't understand why those people want to start big organizations. The old
Issei, maybe they want name and titles (when they get to Japan).

The organization is breaking up from inside because of individual relations and
di fferences among the members. There is so much friction.

Most of the people in this center have decided te go back to Japan anyway.

Sentiments toward Manzanar:

Feeling of the people might be changed a little, but some of the boys are so
stiff and tough and hard too. Frankly, I myself am being awful careful of those boys.
They do something very extreme, so I just kind of take more careful step. I watch my
language.

(He then asked me if the leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai were the leaders of the
Resegregation Group. I said I did not think so.)

Fear of Caucasian Visit in February amd-Maxch:
K Ao

I did my very best to get Mr. @d@® to tell me his opinion on the comparative
popular attitudes toward the Daihyo Sha and toward the Resegregation Group, but I
could not get him to make a statement. He did, however, say that when I first came
to visit him he had been very frightened. (He gave no indication of this at the
time.) He had even taken the trouble to explain that I was just an old friend to
several of the people in his block. Evidently, he has not been criticized for my




~ A e \ bt
November 7, 1944 - P. 2, Y&e i3 el 12§ﬁ,>’ ;

visits which have not been over frequent. He remarked again,

that he lived i
tough block. in a very

/ On December 15, Mr. Hamaguchi, one of those who had been expelled from the
Resegregationist group, went to the Resegregationist Headquarters in Block 54, accosted
Tokuichi Matsubara, the nominal head to the Resegregation Group, and demanded the reason
for his expulsion. Mutsubara, according to report, gave him a rude reply. Hamaguchi
thereupon seized a piece of wood from a nearby woodpile, Matsubara grabbed a mop, and
the two men had at it in what must have been a strange parody of a samurai sword duel.
Although the fight lasted only a few minutes, strong-arm boys from both factions and a
crowd of several hundred Spectators assembled. Called on for an explanation, Hamaguchi
made a speech, denouncing the Hokoku for gangster tactics and for the degregation of the
true spirit of Japan.

The leaders of the Resegregation Group at once approached the high ranking members of
the Administration and told them that if proper steps were not taken immediately, they
would take matters into their own hands. The Project Attorney told me that they had said;
"We have 1,000 young men to call on, “and had even hinted at the possibility of assassina-
tions. They also plastered the latrines and laundry rooms with mimeographed statements to
the effect that their "peaceful organization" had been attacked by "gangsters",

The project police immediately arrested eleven men (evidently accused by the Resegre-
gationist leaders) and confined them in the Klamath Falls jail. Among these arrested was

Mr. Kodama, the black belt judo man and friend of Kunitani's, who had challenged Mr. Yamada,
the leader of the Hokoku on the evening of October 30.

DECEMBER 19, 19kl

ATP " DT TNT
TALK WITH MR. KUHUSU, BLOCK MANAGER, OLP GILAN FRIEND
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Kurusu,\ﬁan. 12, 1945
ﬁf@n December 27 the Desartment of Justice imterned seventy members ef the

twe Resegregatienist erganizatiens, 6l ef whem were effice. On Jamary
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53 5 the WRAAYE distributed te all/residents an sfficial ooz pamphlet

in which Dillenr Myer reaffirmed that it was the WRA's intentien te clese

all of the Helocation fhbrkwxsx centers by returming all ef the evacueres

te "srivate life in nermal cemmunities/"® The WRA had aaneumced this pelicy
ence kmEfixxpainnmidaieaanber bafere, in mid-December, but at that time mest of
my respendenats assumed that it did net apply te them, By ¢ e o e wm Mg in

New, hewever, mest of my friemds, like Mr, Kurusu, became very anxieus, /

TALK WITH MR, KURUSU
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But we're divided inte se many small greuss/ WRA and the Army knew sur mest

weakest spet,
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LETTER FROM MR. Kurusu




il KV'BKW‘\Wy 10, 19%x
MEZETIIm WITH MR. G KMwN/*

Encoantered Mr. @ug\ln the administrative sazctiocn today and he

asked il he might come to see me tomorrow and bring me some letters f£xx
QLadwon
to give to Y .KHUEES. We made an appointment for 10:00 a.m. He told me

that he had beeen approached by friends,
beee&erin~ i to ge hen ¢ f goioe t sk 3, sinoe ti

Ry leugop
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Kurusu, Few, 10, 1945 %0 .
i Gt On
BRIEF MEETING WITH MR @ - TALK WITH [SEES
ArNAAQAN- H AN
At 10:00 Mr. 0&$~arr1ved and gave me the letters from Lawada , pre51dent
K Arrpaeto—
of the ﬁnkmkx Fo&o<u, stating that the beys (friends of Qda) had resigned

from the organization. ﬁxxxxndadnmananhatheh xxggamtmdmhhahmﬁnMmmmhnhmmm
Y evsneae \

hnnanaﬂbannnnnnmammmmmnmammmmmmmhﬁm I 1mmed1ately went to see Mewes, \\\\

K arvacan B jpp. o o
asking Mr. Sgka to wait., I tried to explain the situation toAN-yes but
he said that the boys didn't have a chance in the world. He repeated that
renunciaticn-in-itself is an overt act cf hostility against the U. S.
government. Then he ttld me that he-himself had started the rumcr that

all renunceesA{ might be interned in Santa Ve. He had hoped that tnls would

stop the flcod of renunciations or get oeoole to cancel them. If these

bpys woudd cancel their renunications they would be sahammﬁﬂmhm taken off

the list immediately. :
K prd AN
. I returned to my barrack rcom and gEuanknun@da tcld Mr. €g@a what
P v 2 Bl At o
Mﬂ#ﬁS‘ha saids Since it was xurEkKk lunchtime, we arranped to meet and
-
talk azain this afterncon. Mr. @ gave me the following letters:




ins syqund

01\'.1761\ Va ha = .;_"(E‘pr} {.9‘ S’;n
talking crou he ng¥ “psfoy-nthsy

3 A 3 2 o 7 3 - ITLDAM
ingtuaing = manmb” re of HOOHI-DAN.

P von Mave ¢ e
I you have ¢ awd
gnou 13 Yike to zoow ve

ZTI was desmdy distressed by what was happening and added the
fry3imwiong following comments. /

I did not think I had any chance of helping these bcys but I went

tp seeiﬁﬁgééﬁgﬁyway. I find the situation hard to understand and I don't

o . i G s A g v
like it. : iy ¢ Pt
JHeges stands

the stetement thet &k act of remnncistion of citizgn
8N act hostile to the Ancylcnr goverrment sud there
renournces 2 3 238 5 3 Lo

this there s very little omne seY’s I mesn you cﬁnnetA.

s

ypyoxaym for meyroy for those i wWhno 8re not enti-ssoisz) if
authorities procaed on thig ¢
And at the end of;our‘ta}k
A Ty i i
told mg .bhat he hlmself had started ne rumer that a1l re nciants
4 o 4
t takan to .Santa Fe,in any gttemp to stop XxkEx renun01at10ns

7 p v/
EX ©r to get ‘people to cancel\tHenm.




TA’\- T;\ 'H I‘:.‘.

Esd & long tslk s:it‘x‘,\aﬁe' this afternoon hiig } t21d ma

=3

s)graat meny thinss which I hope I o2n remamtey, First of 211 ha went te

gse the boys who do not wish to 2o to Sants Fe snd to1d thew that if they

witkdrew their apclic ons for renuaciastion, they would protsbly not be
sent, The boys said, that as L.zu, it wes izmpossibls for them td>.do this,

e¢ven t houch they did nst wish to go to Sante Fe end bs separsted £rom

th'tf)‘ fomildes, Accordim to @r&z, tvh-:‘re aye many boys beingz

tire vwho do not wich to go.
m\ KA naang
The scoond big worry "n/\@ds&s mind is xhxX the v widespre
that eryonro who rensunced their citizenship will be ssnt to Sants Fe,

]

Undoubtedly, the camp is in an eve!r rnore gXoidted state that it w's atg

r

the tire of the Jamuory 27th piok-up, A 1s¥ge o ntinzent of Fuimikuxerer—
the H¥shi-den, ths sduvlt organization

expected £ be picked ur on tha 24th,

A
We discussed the whole gloory business st Aantdhn lsnzth, !\a&a g2 id
thatt he people are b@&"um 'ch WRA for 1%; t\l 1, and gtil1 would 1llke to

have the oamp go undey tho Dept. of Justice, lost of the boys beinz tsken
A » IS antts
this tire did not know thrt they hed done anythine wrong. I szked \@ds
\‘VL o
what he would heve donge hed he been the heed of the %‘ J e ssid he

would have 3igsusd @ notica first that thase eetivitice were €28 inst the

1u*r abd thm if tbc ;zorl@ Qi&Bba‘;Gd be would have intermned thewm, Oncs

tha lesders had been picked ur, he < 1d } thsyr boys oouid no longzer
step in
had felt @bont the renuncistion,
Buring £irat srrived
T eglwd why I had heexd

2= o g \.‘,.
e A L“ t. T‘P" ouEs




P i a3
in August 1934 iz to camp pgyoholeny, it didn't

"beoome & law" until) Ennis zsve persmission to serd

Y A LMRAN

Then - eocording to @@ - they felt that beins o 1s:

orime sgainst the United States Goverrent, Voreover, at

W pth A sns
‘

Gn, o terriflo rumer hit comp thmt there wouldbe o tize limit set on

-

the renunciations. "So everybedy went oround sayire,

KJ.N‘V'»«)V\. AML
right ouoy S Also, @ée Aw»)_ sibedeTii¥i 0Ny PIOrYe renounced Just beeeuos

\
s \ .
they wished to stoy in¢ erp and beosuse they wished t o avaid
¥ L Y

Ve didoussed the possibility of ery eporscisble number of oancs
!"J—A.«'. 2% YT

‘~ bx 1ieves this to be very unlikely (as dotg eveyvbody in canw
, ; voody P

-2
including myself,) @t}\hi!sz;cel is quite woryied because he wss onee g

member of the Hokolu, He would not 14ke to go to Sohte Pe but he ssid

he would not osnoel hiz opplicstion for remmnoistion even if he wer

S~ ‘\iw-o‘.u,
Thig sttitude is significent beecaw ¢ % is one of tha mildest snd most

low-abiding sewen fadividuels I know 4n Tule Iake or suywhere glge foy

that matter,
[Cgaravanss .
walso informsd me that the Japanc$s in carc sre blaming

Sabure Kido of ths JACYL for the unhappinsegs that the renunciatior of

citizenship is oousing ther &nd for the irtermments, Kido is suprosed
3 70

be advising .the Dept, of Justics,




Kurusu, Febw. 16, 1945 2
FEBRWARY 16, 1945

LETTER FROM MR. ¥wex KURUSU

[/2note te tysiest ) When you type this letter please ignere the umderlinings and

|  the ~ marks ef Hekeku etc. because xk I put these in before I realized
R\\ that I should leave the Xkk letter just as Mr. Kurusu wrete it.

- V\( N Y-
7 I wrote this letter for Mr. &, who had told me mmemmAdmamm

RefeemmunmtkEtTRR b RaRMITE MeE on_November Kkhat he had

stopped going to Sokoku meetings,/ \




Kurusu, Feb. 28, 1945
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FEBRUARY 28, 1945
FROM MR. KURUSU
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This wes reached to the climsx richt sftey the
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Yersurced, © lor ifyane the meny ~Jsunﬂerstauﬁéry ovEY
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MARCH 13, 1945
LETTER FROM MR. KURUSU

March 12, 1945
Thanking you for your letter. The colenists are very quiet abeut the
pick-up that was made on Sunday. But the camp is still under tensien, wen=-
dering what will happen and in what way this center will be turned out,

Peeple are already talking abeut the next pick-up areund the 20th,
They seem te think all members (of Hoshi-dan ) will be segregated. Alse

they think, perhaps in the future the center will be under centrel ef the

Dept. of Justice,
Sincerely e o




R, Earkey = Neotes - Tula laks

.> RCH 1\3 ot S

TATE WITE ¥ oas flavnaswa

U e -
The Qdes end T discussed the forthecoming annourcoamént thzt the

3¢ L Menrrnsen
sctivitics of the Hokoku were illegal, Lr.-Ogn stated that it =as

8 good thinz tipt the peodls would sce the stetermnt bafoye sny

errects were mado reccuse ther thay would have sdequate merning,
N\ '

"Otherwics the reorie don't V”aﬁﬂ Vost of the 1907mle don t know
the regulations srd rules. Thot's why theyVorssnized suoh o big
organizatinn, (K3t

i

PN

"So mny of the ren taken were left with fem444es bohind erd
now the famibies don t 'mor what to do. T don't thinrk this s justiace,
I think the euthorities con't lose face n-ws,

1} " 1
7%nm@¢n They don t z4ivs us any inlormation,
P hemeau
T S "8id the Dert. of Justice wsyn the fiokoku?"

I to1ld thekaéggwgggt the Eoksku tad been wermd to stop after
\/(,m/s,u.w_
ths 680 men were picled ur, Bﬁg said?

"Tn thot cose T think they ehoud understand,”

; . e
e discussed the zemm—rprevalent rumor bget zholesale resseyecet iz on

W K asnmoen
would b2 underdolen in snothrer rick-ur of 1000 reore., I eskeddcéa

whather he thought rescerezatisn would be a pood thing. Fe soeid:
~ Oyt AT Cpina )

/ i 2 . 2 QoA
¢ "I don't knew if it uworld s pood boaewmR co wapy reove | chan'e
thoir mindg, Sore reorle chr ¢21ly amloue to zet outfbut for gird

BT

b
£
( they hsve to sticke Ihey don't wsnt to be *Wo—to"vu'd. I've sort

of lost my faes rere (by zatt“nq out) btut I ean't heip tt,

\
St
Reloeotinn
), ]
"Ever since the Lxclucion Order hag reecn 14ften I ve been
studyinz: the sitgatisn, I think nlecs the:r use foares they wo g t g0
out.

A .

) -
Reseprepatisn Ruroy

" 3
Iyes)lty felt that
thay ked 9 rac] rnlan ts closg ¢ 1t e ,' "vtﬂ‘ P" At%orrﬂy ”en‘ral
b&»AAimlf. —SSesAT fgNds thS oeDer savying youy ramneiatisn
vae're gtil1 citizeng of the Uri d States,

"2 know WRA pleysd @ lcke Ehsy ~ickad tha top ran end thouzh
it would ato But 4t's stiilt roirz on, After that, they oate oug

Fe
with rezulatisng,.

"D3d the Topsrtment of Justice re Y take
themeh
them?;
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KARCH 16, 1945, by
A AN
T, 8@ told me thet one of the most imcortert points the Risok

"/\-. 1 : )
Yausgersg inteA(.-sd €2 nring to the Spanish Congnl when hg congs ths

end of next week wag thz cucstisn o the stotus of wvesr1s 4in Tule
s e
AAMANS
lake o “rs. ‘o inteyicoied.
"I henrd trey werc =oing to € up 3000 which wouid st =bsut
\ ba the rest of the membersg,”
\
(If this 45 2 oorrect ¢stizete, and T think it is, T was
3 vl 1 UR -
going pretty good when T Epsséd the combined strenzth of the
Aan 1{.’7‘-/'-/ - /g o
really péegs Fescoarerrtisnists ag 1,500 4 2,000, )

{ i
M's. @dn said:

; "A younz Nﬁsa' c3 rl told ™ thst when she had hey oitizenship
; 1 hearine, they ssked her 40 bhe had heard that t.,a Lmey ioars r-ere
\ i‘\over Tokyo. ut !e tqsu/ercd 'Yés, but I don't be ligvs 4t "

DersprerrwR thire v blnx w
MLYQd® 1015 re that i% his opini-n rulors had certei nlv affected
KT AAA s Ab
ths renurcistisns. The worst rumor weg the Yumor sbout the draft,
b e A thpsp R A g
He 31590 ﬁn!.ul&,‘{‘tihﬁ'l.u?\' “Pt‘(ﬂ vas qulte Froper for ths wpA Lo

forbid aSsenmblies 41 their Purpsse w1s azsinst the nationaj orlicy.

~"/ "Scme of the E::a £Ye in,,, it th: A dseen't 18ke bugle
b 1o ine, wny do they let them in, why éon't they stopybesn ot the
L POSt~%'Kf‘“-'a t  (¥hy, '.:t:ﬂcd") ALy

[ T this day T wonder hcw the Yokuko were able to obtain
Sc many bugles.




Kurusu, March 16, 1945 k@x?)1.

XMARER rm X ym-eSix
ABRIL 28 20, 1945

TALK WITH MR. AND MR.S KURUSU

Hokoku Rumopy

- I hesy tat the }15‘,::;1__;}_1 has promised to stoo 4f ths Dopartmant »f

But they intend to-oontinue

Justioce will m1iow the reamilies to reunite,
/ . the same sotivitiss untin thay sre joimsd,

{ e~

iy
Speeoh of D{ yer bafore tina Block onazers

/ Dillon Xyer

f made 8 Gictement abopt the present "RA policy, He £68ve
ive reasong,

1. 7RA has planned t> olose a1l the cdnters excopt Tule Ioke,
2/e WRA is going to stop opsrationg by mut year,

; DA A k.&»x’\.»ww
Hersa@e interrupted,

ko know 18 how the poople
are resctine to thig e

2yt
3 G o

Mg\ 1, Vyer algo 32d4d thir: nere €0,000 boys and o
"to schoole H7 also soid addyt lonal relocatiocn crere

ir1s who wish t» 29
ig
on tha Fauifis Coast,

& had beencstablishad

raoele don't reafdy know rumoh
king about it




X, Rarzey - Totsg ~ Tule isge
R 4o

%
between the Army and WPA 4s the big point enonz the residents. Whenpe

£ 8sx the WRA they say the povblem Is the Arny’s. When we go to the Ayumy

{ they ey it's WRhAe A 1ot of peopls ere just worderinvg,

N

Hokoku aind Arumy Ruror

>
.

T heard the £rnmy will toke over 83 the camp if the Hdkoku doesn't
[ stope. That would mean martisl 1sw in *ha Tule lake Centsr, If they
| ds this thin-s will be worsse Ibbody 1ikes to se¢e the Aymy in here,
b;,,.-.,

Myer and Block Maapers

They csked Ly . ¥yer ebout the Exoludeeg, He didn't anster. FHe said
the Army was huﬁi}_ine it o 5

fr.

Hokokn

Idon't think the eXchanpe srreeement with the ;5_1:949 norked sut, Becowel
of the faril'es here have their mon interrsd and now thsy will zaintain
the stotus Wuo. (Evideutly statuge@p hss not oomé to mean ths contin-
uetion of bugling.) Ad

- I sard @ largs grouc irtended to quid the Hokoru,

Ithink i€ thore is awother piok-uc msde tre future will bs oretty
bade I thivk more peorle will doin thoss bunchag (rBkoku)e The pecpils
wil]l elieve they will e forced out if they don'te i

-

Faop’e in othey oenters wisn to com: to TY Inks

(This is & remerk which T heer constsntiy.) I hear lots of paople
in the cther centers wants te come ur hers, ;
-Hore Bys. Gdm g53d, "The letters I gat from Gils soy that 807 of
the psople are[going to fﬁm‘mﬂ&;(% onThasl) M

}‘{ At

The Fenhoe

Tekiny tie fernce down would heip ths paonle a great deal payc{;olwioa 1y,
It reelly wmizht he lp sormz b relooots.




