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mother d ie d ,  and h is  f a t h e r  and Themas r e tu r n e d  to  Jap an ,  where he rem ained 

u n t i l  he was e ig h te e n .  He t o l d  me in  1981 t h a t  he had f i n i s h e d  h igh  s c h o o l

i n  Ja p a n .  i s  f a t h e r  d ie d  and Thomas r e tu r n e d  to  th e U n i ted  S t a t e s

t o  o b ta in  an e d u c a t io n  a s  an e n g in e e r .  He g rad u a ted from P asadena J u n io r  

G©liege and th e n ,  f a r  a y e a r ,  to o k  an e x te n s io n  c o urse  in  ExpaaoEX 

e n g in e e r in g  a t  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  I n s t i t u t e  ©f Techno logy . He l i v e d . a le n e

He d id  no t t e l l  me who f in a n c e d  h is  e d u c a t io n .  He was employed as 

a d ra f tsm a n  and was ev acu a ted  to  T u la re  Assembly C en te r .  In  Septem ber of

_________ _________________________ A _______

him in  August stjy.9U3* He «xnkx pa ° s t a t e l y  d en fu ^u e #  t  he  li n J u s t  i c e /

' ¿ - s w " ......
o f  the.^Mil i t a ry-^&mitòmawsiiiinfflm Q u e g l i r i in a i re  and..even wro te  a p ap er  f o r  /

yf /  _A-'~ '-/S' ■ illuni - T .

m arr ied  K im ikè, a ytung^sdre had been b o ra  i n  Ja p a n.  ixmx:txjbufjiacxxxHd

In  August of 19U3, w h i le  I  was work ing a t  th e  G i la  C e n te r ,  I  approached  

him and asked him i f  he would c a re  t© t e l l  me why he had answered th e  

m i l i t a r y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  in  th e  n e g a t i v e .  He t a l k e d  to  me f o r  an e n t i r e  

a f te rn o o n  dtmmramiitamd t e l l i n g  me why he had f e l t  e t h i c a l l y  o b l ig e d  to  say  

"N o .11 He even w ro te  an e s sa y  f o r  me on t h e  s u b j e c t. ^  A f te r  he and h i s

w i fe  were s e g r e g a te d / i n  O c to b e r  of 19ll3, I  w ro te to  them o c c a s io n a l l y  

and a t  C h r is tm as  t im e I  s e n t  them a m odest box of candy . Mr. Kurusu 

th e n  w ro te me t h a t  he would never  ^ f f s - r g e t  t h i s  k in d n e ss  as  lo n g  a s  he

in  ^ásai^TWkand he d id  n e t  t e l l  me wbe-J^irhanped his  e d u c a t io n .  He \ ras

/  . X. ; /  \
a handsome,amám»iÉiijhmía® s e r i  ©us, jxnà r a t h e r  w ithdraw n po tar y rung  man ami 

spoke E n g l ish  w i th  a .

19U2 he was t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  G i la  C en te r  where Jt met an

� �  in  which5 he expressed. hibrvibwsv
/

XtnithouxtixnxexUS!tu€n8ft»ftxnxtxnxniifuxtx»fnl:

3

t o  Tu le  Lake

1 .  A p p a re n t ly ,  Dr. S d o o x Thomas d id  n o t  | i v e  t h i s  p ap e r  to  th e  
B a n c ro f t  L ib ra r y  a t  th e  U, of C a l i f o r n i a .
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l i v e d .
a

Mrs. Kurusu was 3 ® e a u t i f u l  and d e l i c a t e  y®ung woman,
y tu n g  g i r l

w i th  th e  c a r r i a g e  and manners ®f a pEXJtji r e a re d  in  Ja p a n .  Though she 

sometimes p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  *u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  she was xxry a v e ry  p r i v a t e  

o e rs a n .  F ar  exam ple, w h i le  I  was a T u le  Lake I  n ev er  Sje j l k h  was t a l d  t h a t  

she had been b a rn  i n  Jap an  ( I  assumed she was a K ibe i )  and I  n ev e r  l e a r n e d  

h e r  f i r s t  nat

use w«o, hawever, t h e  s i s t e r  §f t h e  w i fe  ©£ ane ®f my a b l e s t  

re s p o n d e n ts  a t  th e  G i la  C e n te r ,  Mr. I n u i .  Mr. and Mrs. I n u i  and I  were 

gaad f r i e n d s  and t h i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  a l s a  h e lped  t© e s t ab l i s h  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i th  th e  K u rusus. 7



FOOTNOTE, p. U.

/  1 .  I t  was n * t  u n t i l  November 7 t tea t  tee t a l i  me t tea t  wken I  teai f i r s t

came t® v i s i t  teim in  F eb ru a ry  tee tead been v e ry  fr ig te te n e d .  He tead even tak en  
ttee t r o u b l e  t® e x p la in  t tea t  I  was j u s t  an ®ld f r ie n d  t® s e v e r a l  ®f ttee 
¡®e®ple i n  teis b l® ck, 7



TALK WITH I S A M  AND KIMIKO K H M M  KURUSU

I paid my first call at the Kurusus» kn»wing that I waul«1 be well  
received. Only Mrs. Kurusu was at feame. She was delighted t* see me

and ran immediately to get her husband who is block m anager and was in  
his office. When he came he appeared happier and less stra ineid than  
when X last saw him at Gila. At that time he had been torm ented over  
the decision of segregation and fear that his Caucasian  friend, McNeil,  
would despise him for his decision. At Tule Lake he w as, however, far  
more fearful of his Japanese neighbors than he had b een at Gila.i He  
told me that his block was composed almost entirely of individuals who  
were in favor of keeping up the status quo. He himself  believed in law  
and order and felt that the evacuees should obey the laws of the Uni ted  
States as long as they were on United States soil. He said that now he  
says nothing. If he advised against violence he would ge t into trouble.
So he just agrees with whomever he speaks to without co mmitting himself  
too much one way or the other. He is now engaged in translat ing the  
Japanese printed matter given out by the Negotiating Committee and the  
Coordinating Committee and promised to forward this ma terial to me  
within the next ten days. 'Q4ir*s Japanese accent which w as quite  

pronounced at Gila was stronger than ever. His wife ,̂ who. is also «Kibed*, ̂  
retained her excellent American English. She, with h er practical,  
slightly flippant American ways, makes a much better  informant than her  
husband, who hesitates to reveal any Japanese attitu de which does not  
coincide with his idealistic frame of reference.^ Whil e Mrs. served '  
me with cocoa and sweetened puffed rice and presente d me with two  
beautiful shell flowers, [made at Tule Lake] they made the followi ng  
statements.

.The Qdas.^abatement. ̂yerbafeiCTr.

Mr. fbi"lt*  s Aeally a d isgusting stoAy. I th ink  some the, people want
poweA. They say 'We aAe woAking ¿o a the  peop le.' I heaAd a t o t 
o£ AumoAS. I  believe they'A e woAking £o a themselves.
"This new CooAcUnating Committee ¿6 a l t  A tght. "
(I asked how this Coordinating Committee had been sdec ted.)

Mrs. Os "That's what I 'd  t ik e  to  knowl I th ink  they weAe elected £Aom 
^  each d iv is ion  head. "

Mr. 0: " Since NovembeA we have had anotheA so -ca lled  negotiating committee 
They took caAe ofi a l l  th e  camp afifialAS. WRA and the AAmy did not 
Aecognlze them as tAue AepAesentatlves. They (w r a ) th ink  they weAe 
not e lected pAopeAly."
"Maybe they Aeally h i e d  to  bAlng the  centeA bettoji. But tke lA 

'y demands weAe moAe l i k e  oAdeAS than ■ suggestions. "
-  "Only a j people Aeally know the  Inside  stoAy."

"MoAe than two kundAed people weAe put In  the  stockade. Seventy 
o a ¿Ifity have alAeady been le ^ t  ou t. Some weAe taken be^oAe, but 
on NovembeA 26 we had the  big seaAch. We had a veAy nice soldleA
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The one who came hexe

%

come -in.  Some « e  good/and ¿ome bad .

“ “  ^ n & ' v d ^

came ove*  and
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Mrs/jr. digressed to the motives whxcn n

}<+Jp*fpeOP% Y m 7 Z ° y % * “£ &  they can't go to 
Mrs. � � x» i * X o / L g e t t c n g  ¿he �����	

have xeiateves thexe. T e p P n j ^  W ist time they

s * .“  2  &  i« * e .  « “  <“  < " *

we had  hea/id o£ ¿ t . "  ^ e  demands wexe

„ «  -  * “  “ * •  r t a s  * “ *  

p i Mro
\  ^  ^  iaU o ltt ueit/ nice a t the poU o ^ e e . ”



Kurusu, March l i*, 19UU
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MARCH 111, 19hk

TALK WITH MRS. KURUSU

I called the Kurusus1

~'SsN  _ _  
the

~y first to take them some Otsukemono (pickled vegetables)  
Mr. was attending a block manager's meeting, but his wife, a

much better informant) than he, gave me all the help she coul d. I planned to  
call Friday afternoon) when he will be home and no other visitors are expected.  
Mrs. explained tha^ what she could tell me was only "what she had heard,"
and)she did not hear(very much because they live away at the end of camp.

|'Xvixt/v>-4<A*A
Coordinating Committee

There has been no change in  the peoples' a ttitu d e  toward the Coordinating 
Committee. To me they a l l  th ink in  the same way. But they don 't do anything 
about i t .  I  believe they 're  going to give them (the Coordinating Committee) a 
fa i r  chance. *

The curfew came and people went back to work very quie tly . To t e l l  the 
tru th  I  believe they 've changed somewhatj but they don 't say anything aloud.
So many have gone back to work anyhow.

There are s t i l l  people in  the stockade. Some fe llows were taken from our 
block and haven 't come back yet.

I  don 't know much about center happenings. When the block managers have a 
meeting, no member o f  the adm inistrative s t a f f  ever comes. I f  a happy so lu tion 
i s  to co m eb o th  sides have to come together. In Man zanar^-they t e l l  me, every 
week the p ro jec t d irecto r or a s t a f f  member comes to speak to the block managers.

I  believe the block managers are in  a neutra l position  and they should be 
able to bring up block problems to the adm inistrative s ta f f .

Mrs. 9 now asked if she could ask me a question. She wanted to kn ow why  
they have cut off one part of the camp with double fences. I e xplained that I  
had heard that this had been done so that if trouble threatened again the "good"  
might be separated from the "bad".

from

Daihyo Sha Kai

They came fnx>m the farm inc iden t. They may have been s ta rted  already before 
tha t. A fte r  the accident .and before the funera l we were to ld  to get a representa�
t iv e  from each block. I  don 't know who was behind it .  We voted fo r  these repre�
sen ta tives.

At tha t time the people wanted to get together and speak to the P roject 
Director. I  heard the Negotiating Committee was chosen from these representa tives.

Second Negotiating Committee ©d3~*pte-rhapa*mea«S'; . Cosranifree®) -

No one knows about them. That's a ltogether unknown. There rea lly was no 
second negotia ting committee. A ll  the people sa id  tha t th e ir  representa tives 
were already chosen and were in  the stockade. We had no e lec tion  tike  tha t in 
our block.

I  heard the boys were already working in  the warehouse.

Manzanar People

There hasn 't been any e f fe c t  from the Manzanear people coming in . I t  seems

ThesJCato s , wh o the Gila -Carter*?



March 14, 1944 - p. 3 <C
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the Administration are a fra id  o f  them. They had a r io t  over there3 you know. 
They've gotten very good consideration i f  you ask me. I  th ink Gila had the ran 
deal. We were the la s t in  here and when i t  came to work, Gita d id n ft have any. 
Manzanar already got work before they came in . Gita is  too q u ie t /submissive/.

three people are supposed to ge t in  tha t. For a few months or so you can be 
crowded. But when you don 't know when you're leavings i t ' s  very hard. I  th ink 
the Manzanar people are try ing  to get b e tte r  rooms. They say more people are 
coming from Gita or Manzanar and from every other center. They ca n 't crowd a l t 
those people in to  three blocks.

I now attempted to call on my friend Jim Takeuchi an d my block manager's brother,  
Bill Nishino, but found neither at home. Being near the addres s of one of the  
high school students whom some of the Gila teachers ha d asked me to visit, I decided  
to call on her. This young lady proved to be working in the o ffice of the Coordin�
ating Committee.

outer office greeted my appearance. I asked for the y oung lady and one of the  
boys went to get her. When she. appeared we chatted for a few minutes, she regard�
ing me meanwhile with a steady, amazed, awe-stricked stare. The youn g men in the  
room talked only in Japanese. I then asked the girl if she would as k May Iwohara  
to come out to see me. May came out immediately. She said Mr.  Akitsuki would  
be very glad to see me and would like to talk to me, suggest ing that she call me  
tomorrow at the administration building and let me know what time would be conven�
ient.

The ten boys, sitting, standing and lounging in the outer office l ooked at
me suspiciously. They said nothing, but were not rude.  All conversation was in
Japanese. (I had an interesting talk with some of these boys  two days later.)

I called next on Mr. Iwata whose brother had sent him a message (and some  
money) from Gila. He was rather ill at ease, but made the followin g remark:

I  don 't know personalty. There is  to ts  o f  personal fee lin g  among the Japanesei
As fa r  as the management o f  the Tute Lake Camp -  a l t  r igh t. But a few among these \
people; they don 't understand each other. They don 't try to understand the other l 
persons' po in t o f  view. I f  a l t  the people concerned try  to give in a l i t t l e > I 
don ' t  knowj but I  th ink things would be be tte r .

I next called on another relative of a Gilan friend, Komura. The  gentleman /  
was not at home, but his family, a wife and several female relativ es received me  
most cordially. Being women, they said, they keep out of pol itics; but they were J

/?•' The size of "apartments" was measured by the number o f crossbeams on the ceiling./  
/ 3k At I—ha‘d"~5^bn 1 ivlng~ifi— bhe^û v^oi3 "̂̂ '̂(̂ tion^ 'T‘'’'_"M/>>-block manager ~had -asked

on his ofbther-r-.-Bi-ll̂ /
/sT^A’s v r s i r t ^ / ^

I  understand there are qu ite  a number o f  people s t i l t  in  Manzanar who are coming 
here.

The Manzanar people are rea lty  crowded. They get three beams^ and two or

The camp i s  so big now tha t i f  they make i t  bigger we're going to  have to
have tro l ley  cars3 so we can get from place to p lace.

Everybody says Mr. Robertson is  the only good one here.

**********

I went there; the same strained silence ̂ on the part of the ten b oys in the



8�K urusu, A p r i l  111., 19UU

"XL I n  X p r i l  i f  19hk l v i s i t e d  Tu le Lake f r tm  A p r i l  12 t t  A p r i l  17 . On my a r r i v a l  

I  f iu n d  th e  metobers *f t h e  aqqHriarimtxx&xM MRA s ta f f  in  a s t a t e  i f  ex trem e 

a p p r e ' i e n s im .  Mr. R©berts®n^ ( A s s i s t a n t  P r o j e c t  D i re c t e r  in  cha rge  i f  O p e r a t i o n ) ,  

t e l d  me:

A group (®f s e g r e g a n ts )  w r i te  t e  th e  Spanish Embassy and th e  D epartm ent 

i f  th e  I n t e r i o r ^  a sk in g  what th e y  th o u g h t  a b iu t  f u rt h e r  s e g r e g a t i o n .  The 

m a t te r  was r e f e r r e d  back to  th e  camp o f f i c i a l s .  P e rm iss io n  was g iven  

t h i s  g roup by th e  A d m in is t ra t io n  (Mr. B lack , ( A s s i st a n t  P n j e c t  

D i r e c to r  i n  Charge @f Community Management D iv i s io n)  t t  f i n d  ou t th e  

r e a c t i o n  t i  f u r t h e r  s e g r e g a t i o n .  They went absorb it  by c i r c u l a t i n g  a 

^LEtxfcaooix memorandum th rough  th e  c t l t s y  a sk in g  th e  p eop le  who wanted t i  

be s e g re g a te d  and r e t u r n  te  Japan  xxk on th e  f i r s t  bi a t  t® s ig n  h e re .

I t  was c i r c u l a t e d  l a s t  week. • .S e v e r a l ^  p eop le  had su g g es ted  t h a t  th e  

c i l i n y  was r i g h t  ®>n th e  xmxfcg ve rge  ®f a n o th e r  i n c id e n t .  . • I  f i n d  th e  

w h i le  c i l m y  ve ry  t e n s e . .  • The C u r d i n a t i n g  C im mittee re s ig n e d  l a s t  S a tu rd ay  

/*" I  v i s i t e d  f i v e  Ja p a n e se  American f r i e n d s  and fouan n ine  i f  them i n  

a s t a t e  of t e n s i o n .  RThe c o n t r a s t  betw een t h e i r  n m ch a la n c e  and th e  

a n x ie ty  i f  th e  WRA s t a f f  was s t r i k i n g ^  /

XMMXNiraNmXSNmOTBliN APRIL lU , l iUU 

TALK WITH MR. AND MRS. KURUSU

f~  U n f o r tu n a te l y ,  th e  f i r s t  page i f  my t a l k  w i th  t h e  K urusus i s  l i s t .  But 

a t  th e  end I  r e m a r k e d : ^

The K u ru su s ’ appeared  f a r  h a p p ie r  and mere a t  ease  th an  a t  any i f  my 
f i r m e r  v i s i t s .

/~As I  r e c a l l  t h e  Kurusus d id  n i t  have much t® say  abou t th e  p e t i t i o n .

Se I  asked them a v a r i e t y  i f  q u e s t i o n s .  7



Kurusu, A p r i l  lU , 19hh 9.

* t I A UA
Reaction to Request to Hear Myer Speakify. M  9Y* (> \ T 1 V- *

The f i r s t  time I  d id n 't  know the object^ why we should go, When I  go t there 
I  f in d  out the negotia tion members were there to consult w ith WRA heads on the im�
provement o f  the center. He (Myer) d id n 't  make any promise. He sa id, " I have 
confidence w ith  B est,"  We went to  the Administration building there fo r  fou r hours. 
A fte r  three or four hours we f in d  out i t  was fo r  nothing because the committee 
cou ldn 't accomplish anything,

Present Colony Need:

One thing we urgently need i s  a good organised centra l power,

Mrs. Q<£a: This would be a f in e  time fo r  the Coordinating Committee to resign,

Mr. The members should be e lec ted  to a board tha t would not hare the handi�
cap o f  being self-appointed.

Reaction to Vote on Status quo (January 11, 1944):

I  sa id  Ho because our block sa id  No. I  thought deep in  my heart i t  was very 
s i l l y  to keep on in  a s itu a tio n  l ik e  th is . We might as w ell change the system and 
have a b e tte r  way to run the camp. I  d id n 't  have any objections to tha t e lec tion .
I  thought we did not have the authoieity to run the camp. WRA has the power. We 
l is te n  to what they say and obey the law. I f  we keep going forever (with the strike),  

we 're ju s t  sunk.

I  th ink ther people are so against the non status-quo because they don ' t  l ik e 
the Coordinating Committee. They don 't t r u s t  the members. If  the members o f  the 
Coordinating Committee were chosen by e lec tion i th a t 's  another story. But they 're 
self-appoin ted. We don 't t r u s t them. We don 't know them.

H i  »ft
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MAY 23, 19Wt

/""Fram May 13 t a  May 2£ m ast ©f my re s p o n d e n ts  were s a p p ie r  as«! x je k x k  mare

r e la x e d  th an  I  toad e v e r  se en  them# Ttoey f e l t  t toat t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  toad

improved and th e y  hoped f a r  b e t t e r  th in g s *  By May 18 , 26U a f  th e  men d e ta in e d

in  t h e  s ta c k a d e  toad b e e t  r e l e a s e d ,  and , a c c o rd in g  t a  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

announcem ent, ’’r e l e a s e s  a f  f ram  2 t a  5> p e rs is ts  are  b e in g  made a lm o s t  d a i l y , ”

(Newell  S t a r ,  May 18 , 19UU). The A d m in i s t r a t i o n 1s at te m p t  t a  g e t  th e  p e o p le  t a

e le c t ,  a cam m ittee  t a  la m in a te  c a n d id a te s  f a r  a r e pr e s e n t a t i v e  bady deve loped

i n t o  a l u d i c r o u s  f a i l u r e *  Out a f  th e  7U b la c k s  i t  th e  c e n t e r ,  o n ly  l £  j u w x

t a m i ta te d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s *  When I  d is c u s s e d  t h i s  h k  ptoenomenan witto my

f r i e n d s ,  ttoey s p l i e d  and responded witto e x p re s s ion s  a f  o b l iq u e  ©r xxxxxx

i r o n i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n *  Same seemed t a  f e e l  t toa t ttoey toad r e a l l y  p u t  ttoe

A d m in is t ra t io n  dawn, _7
\

TALK WITH MR AND MRS* Jg » »  KURUSU

On the "Election'*:

Mr. m&h: In my opinion the reason i t  d id n 't  come cut successfu lly  i s  because some i  
o f the people in  the center fe e t  th a t unless the men in the stockade are released 1

g  they w ilt  continue to back the Daihyo Sha Kai because the men in  the stockade are i
g  our representa tives.

I  to ld  you la s t time i t  was b e tte r  to have a good strong /representative/  
organization. But the way people fe e t  r ig h t now I  th ink i t ' s  b e tte r  to re lease 
the men from the stockade. I  fe e t  p re tty  strong that way.



May^ffi?  -,$3- / / ♦

I  had a meeting. OzZz/j 25 o r  25 -people attended, so I  ju s t  to ld  them the 
meeting was adjourned. (cite» lives in block 59.) As you know, the block managers 
can’t  s t ic k  th e ir  nose in  p o l i t ic s ,  so I  must he neu tra l. I  d id  my b est, hut the 
people fe e l  tha t way.

The Coordinating Committee:

Another th ing, the Coordinating Committee was organized fo r  the purpose o f 
releasing the men and bringing the center hack to normalcy. But r ig h t now i t  i s 
in  b e tte r  condition than i t  was three months ago. The camp seems normal, now, 
hut as tong as the men are in  the stockade people wi l t  fe e t  tha t i t  i s  not a normal 
condition.

.Some o f  the people say the Coordinating Committee didn ’t  f in is h  th e ir  work. 
They made a statement in  the paper tha t they had completed th e ir  work hut more 
than SO persons are s t i l t  in  there. Some o f  the Isse i  were sen t to  the internment 
camp, which ,made the group mad.

Yf
Mrs. ($6k then repeated a milder version of the story of the be atings of the  

internees by Internal Security, saying that a girl who  works in the hospital had  
told her and she knew this girl wasn't the kind to lie.

Some people say they ’d t ik e  to know where they get idle scum they h ire on 
In terna l Secu r ity . In terna l Security  has a very had name.

Mr. egjia: Unless WRA releases idne men in  the stockade there i s  no necessity  to 
organize another committee. I f  the men are sen t to Leupp\ there is  no hope a t 
a l t  to organize another committee. The m ajority o f  people are ju s t  watching the 
Administration to see what they do. Besides people h esita te  to  he block delegates. 
They may go to the stockade i f  they are.

It is interesting to note the change in ®#a's attitude si nce March and Apr-il.  
He is a strong proponent of obeying the laws of this gov ernment and the rules of  
the Administration while in this camp on U.S. soil. He has s aid very harsh things  
about the Daihyo Sha Kai. But the powerful sentiments of  his very strong pro-  
Daihyo Sha block have convinced him that stockade r elease is the only solution.

/According to Weglyn, "Years of Infamy" (p. 207), the Army wi thdrew from
the stockade on May 23. On May 25, the Newell Star annou nced that the WRA
had taken over the stockade from the Army. I did not at this time know
that this step had been taken./



K urusu, J u n e ,  6, 19Ui Tjf.

/  On May �I�, thejiji f f  day a f t e r  I  had t h i s  p l e a s a n t  t a l k  f r i th  th e

K urusus, a Jap an e se  America a c o n s t r u c t i o n  w'ojik ey,Hxx r e t u r n i n g  from aa

ass ig n m en t  © u ts ide  t k e  a re a  was s te t t  a t  c lo s e  range  by an Army se n t ry *
fK Jap an e se  American

He d ied  on th e  f e l l  ©wing «lay* I  v i s i ^ t e d  a number of m y / f r i e n d s ,  b u t  

s i x�KtnKiucttx«xri J&oxn^BHmix3i±me«im4riBiiim«mfftfflihmfcmaffi(9m»lilmhi3irBiR s in c e  Mr*

Kurusu wasaa b lo ck  mananger and l i v e d  in  a ve ry  p r@-sta tus-qu©  b lo c k ,  I  

w ro te  sooefc t® him a s k in g  i f  I  m igh t s a f e l y  v i s i t  him* I  a l s o  asked him 

to  w r i t e  ���� t o  me i f  he d id  n o t  w ish me to  c a l l .  On June j6 6 ,  I  r e c e iv e d  

aDcfc&fcfc t h e  f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r *
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/After the'’ shooting of Mr., Okamoto, I had writte n to Mr. Oka (a Kibei,friend  
from GiJa) asking whether he thought I iriight safely v isit him., He was block  
manegei of a very pro-status cjuo block-, and .I dî d not wish to put him at^xisk*
<yf: being. cailed an inp. In^my letter asked him to wr i t ^ to  me^if he

ita not 'wish me to caXffjk̂

LETTER FROM MY FRIEND, MR. GBA, dated June 5, 1944

Thank you fo r  your le t te r  and sincere courtesy. I  deeply regret tha t the trag ic 
occurance had to stop your v is i t in g  which I  was expecting w ith great in te re s t.

Generally speaking3 the a tt i tu d e  and sentiment o f  the colony toward shooting 
inc iden t is  very qu ie t and does not make sharp and strong c r itic ism  in  comparison 
to la s t yea r 's  inc iden t. I t  seems to  g ive me a h in t tha t on account o f  the past 
experienced troublesome period3 the co lon ists are acting much more sensib ly  and 
observing the present ex is tin g  condition w ith  the eyes o f  great in te re s t.

As fa r  as I  can observe the present ex is tin g  public sentiment3 I  hope tha t pro�
bably there w i l t  be no pub lic  disturbance or see the s l ig h te s t tendency o f  trouble 
and pressure group. However3 i t  appears to me tha t the colon ists have received 
considerable shock and a tendancy o f  great anger toward thoughtless cruet barbaric 
in-human being a tt i tu d e  o f  the m il ita ry  po lice.

Other day we held the regular ward meeting and a Block Manager brought up the 
sincere hope o f  icequest by the people3 concerning inhuman a tti tu d e  o f  the m ilita ry 
po lice toward the recent trag ic  inc iden t tha t hereafter3 the w .r.a . would guarantee 
and take proper measurement and caution fo r  our sa fety  and secur ity  espec ia lly  employees 
o f  the center. We do not want to repeat the trag ic  h isto ry . I f  these tragedies occur 
in  any event3 i t  w i l l  be the most d isastrous thing to see and w i l l  g rea tly  a f fe c t 
the pub lic  welfare and a ffa ir s  in  the fu tu re  o f  the center. With understanding3 
the mutual cooperation and fo r  the fu tu re  o f  the center we must prevent and take 
sa fe ty  measures from now on to promote pub lic  welfare and the harmonious way o f  l iv in g .

Since November's inc iden t3 i t  appears to me the general po licy o f  the center 
has been very much complicated and changed on the part o f  the adm inistration. To 
the best o f  my knowledge3 we seem to have two a u th o r ities3 w .r.a . and the army.
This w i l l  induce us in to  contradiction o f  our minds to understand the po licy  and 
the settlem ent o f  d i f f i c u l t  problems w ith the au thor ities. According to the s ta te �
ment o f  the VroQect D irector3 Mr. Best s ta ted  tha t w .r.a . w i l l  no t be responsible 
fo r  the shooting. In th is  case3 the colony na tura lly  th ink the army w i l l  take the 
f u l l e s t  measurement fo r  resp o n s ib i l i ty  o f  shooting.

We understand tha t segregees in  th is  center are given the fu l l e s t  p ro tection 
and w .r.a . enforces the laws in  order to  maintain the public in  order and peace 
according to th e ir  regulations and tha t the army w il t  p ro tect our sa fe ty  and secur ity 
with the fu l l e s t  cooperation o f  w .r.a . The most s ign ific a n t po in t which always is 
miscomprehended and contradict our minds i s  whether the army has authority  or not 
w ith in the barbed wire fence i s  the pub lic  cu riousity  toward the adm inistration o f 
w .r.a . From time to time3 I  hear the people saying tha t the army has no authority 
w ith in the barbed wire fence whatever3 and w .r.a . has the fu l le s t  power to control 
the en tire  center. The people fe e l  the army is  supposed not to stay in  the boundary 
o f  w .r.a . This sounds very reasonable but we do not know what degree is  the tru th .

Tule Lake Center i s  known as the segregation camp and in  comparison to the other 
nine Relocation Centers3 the s ta te  o f  th is  center might en tire ly  be d i f fe re n t on 
adm inistration po licy  o f  the w .r.a . On account o f  th is  the center might need the 
combined a u tho r ities over the Administration. The colony sincerely hope tha t e ith e r
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one o f  them must take re sp o n s ib i l i ty , otherwise we w i l l  hose no authority  to  conform 
and to p ro tect onr sa fe ty  and secu r ity.

. ^  - ^ T r e f ^ a T r í  2 S $ £ % , t Z ^ Z t Z n Z l  t l o T ^
Z t Z  ��������� �	 � the ������

z  T l Z f t S g  S S ? � M  ̂ SS£. *S?  w
t f j i i f fS  s Z tm e n ta l ly .  In  consideration o f  these f aZ d  t Z T Z f i cZ Z l Z b e  Z l  fo r

T Z Z Z  s Z u t Z f ! ° l Z Z Vh J e Vc l f i d Z c e  thL t \he colony is  eagerly waiting w ith 
great expectation fo r  the o f f i c ia l  announcement o f  the tru th .

" a  think that Mr. Oda, in Japanese style7'is obliquely expressing attitudes  

which have been more openly stated by other rnforma nts.)

WILD CAT JAPANESE SCHOOLS

From two Caucasians (teachers) I have heard accounts of c ertain  
Japanese schools which are springing up here and ther e in the camp. ese  
stressSJapanese training of the most severe sort an d refuse to
authority of the Japanese schools established with th e consen * ...
has taken some action (1 don’t know what) but apparentl y it ha. had lrttle resu .  
The organizers of the schools are according to rumor, young Krber of very pro  
Japanese leanings. Ihe curricula, which includes physr cal trarnrng, rs said to be

very vigorous.

Another Caucasian teacher, a reliable informant, to ld  
^constantly dropping out of her classes due to press ure from home that they shoul

¡not attend the English schools at all.

V

\



3bddaatrfch *
TALK WITH MR. AND MRS. KURUSU

� “During June alm ost a l l  i f  my respondents' were ta lk in g  abeut th e  inu

Several men, stigm atized  as ia u  dad been sev ere ly  b e a te n ,  ane ef them

being a Japanese American p@lic© warden wd® dad p ro tested  ag a in s t 
th a t  aad been in i t ia te d

morning e x e i r c is s s / ia  h is  b lack  because they  resembled th e  m i l i t a r i s t i c

ex e rc ises  custtm ary  in  afcsxsc Japan. I t  i s  i s  s ig ni f ic a n t  th a t the
make ®r ©f th e  beatings

Surusus in  th is  canversatinn  mdabe/n» mention @f inu /and axsancfcaat a s s e r t ^  th a t  

the morning ex ero ises were nnt m i l i t a r i s t i c .J /

fffapQp*ftUtr" . . . . _
Mr. Oda said he had kept as careful a record as he co uld on the initial meeting

of block representatives to select a committee to inv estigate the Okamoto shooting.
He was pretty confused about it all; if he, who is w ell educated in English and |
Japanese is confused, the people as a whole are probably u tterly mixed up about it.
(Some of my respondents have told me that the people do n't care and think that the ^
Spanish Consul won't accomplish anything anyway.)

\ '
Meeting to Select Re^tested-^lvuyLl^ygffcicm Committee /' tV Investigate Shunting ®f Mr. Okamtt®«

I  attended th is  meeting. As you know the Japanese government has a great in �
te r e s t in  th is  case. They have requested the Spanish Consul to make a d e ta iled , 
report and he has asked fo r  a committee to make the de ta iled  report to  him, Soy 
since the members o f the Coordinating Committee had r e s ig n e d th e r e  were no repre�
sen ta tives fo r  the people, Soy since nobody had resp o n s ib i l ity y they suggested 
tha t each block send a spokesman who was a Japanese national.

Theny June 4th we had an e lec tion . Some blocks e lec ted  a man and some blocks 
j u s t  sen t an observer to  the meeting. A ll were Japanese nationa lsy mostly Is s e i .

Then they e lec ted  o f f ic e r s y presidenty etc . This committee i s  gust temporary 
and they decided to disband a f te r  the completion o f the investiga tion . Some o f 
the people suggested a t the meeting tha t they might remain as permanent Japanese 
spokesmen fo r  the peopley but I  be lieve in  the present s itu a tio n y they h es ita te  to 
e le c t permanent delegates.

They named e igh t men fo r  the committee.

(I asked if any members of the Coordinating Committee w ere on it.)

There were no Coordinating Committee members on tha t. This committee was 
recognized o f f i c ia l l y  by the approval o f  Mr. Best.

Everybody i s  a fra id  o f  the fu tu re  and they d id n 't  want i t  to  be permanant.

I t  seems to me very few people know about the d e ta ils  o f  how th is  was done 
COkamoto shooting). They c a n 't g e t the true fa c ts . Besides they 're  a fra id  of  
being put in  the stockade. I t ' s  no use to  f ig h t  against the Administration. 
Everybody gust keeps th e ir  mouth shut and qu iet.



Unrest over Shooting:

There was unresty p a rticu la r ly  among the young hoys. They were qu ite  excited . 
But there was nothing they could do. I f  they s ta r t  troubley something w i l l  happen. 
I  \know lo ts  o f  people had good experience in  the la s t inc ident. They donrt  want 
anymore trouble. I f  they s ta r t  troub ley the same thing w i l l  happen.

And besides^ tha ty the in vestiga ting  committee has been estab lished  and the 
people also be lieve  WRA and the Army are taking care o f  i t .  The committee dust 
s ta r ted  th e ir  investiga tion  la s t week.

On the •'Morning Exercises" which caused Trouble in Blo ck 54:

Me used to have morning exerc ises too. But they stopped i t .  I  be lieve Manzanar 
i s  s t i l l  having them. They are not m i l i ta r is t ic  exercises. I  th ink  the wardens 
are dust a fra id  o f  pub lic  gatherings. There were one or two teachers a rrested  while 
they were having the exercises in  school. I  th ink th a t fs why they have been stopped 
here. The block people d id n 't  want any more v ic tim s.

The Is s e i  are rea lly  hard mvnded. They 're stubborn, 
fo lk s  and the young fo lk s  to  g e t along.

I t ' s  hard fo r  the o ld

Continuing Importance of Stockade Issue:

Unless they release the men from the stockade I  don't th ink there i s  any. hope 
to  organize any Central Committee. Everyone fe e ls  tha t way about the committee. 
They fe e l  the time has not come. They would rea lly  l ik e  to have one good committee 
because in  a time l ik e  th is  there is  no spokesman.

Giri

That i s  simply ob liga tions. Suppose those negotia ting Committee in  the
stockade. Suppose r ig h t now we e le c t  another representa tive from each block and 
organize a cen tra l committee. In th a t case we double cross them (the men in the  
stockade).^ We admit th a t they had crim inal in ten tion . That means gi r i .  That's 
why3 fo r  the b e n e fit  o f  them we cannot do i t  r ig h t nowy unless the WRA releases 
these men. That i s  vhe Japanese po in t o f  view r ig h t now.

I  wish the WRA would re lease those men. When they t r ie d  to organize the 
commvttee (in May) everything happened th a t wayy because o f  g i r i .

More on,Exercises  
------- ft ---------

Mrs^—Owfa: I t  was bhe l i t t l e  children who ju s t  loved bhe exerc ises. They had a lo t 
o f  fun getting^ up in  the morning. Ee (her husband) was too lazy to ge t up. For 
the children v t  was tanoshimi (a pleasure -  something to look forward to).

M r « Best's Speech at the Funeral/^. HfrU >

He was th inking o f  the fu tu re  o f  the centery pa r ticu la r ly  o f  the sa fe ty  and 
secur ity  I  sa id  to  m yself, "Be's qu ite  a d ip lom at." He made a very in te l l ig e n t
speecH. I f  he had made the wrong kind o f  speech, i t  would have meant more trouble. 
He chose h is words very ca re fu lly .
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/  0 t lae B igh t  ©f J u l y  3, Mr. Nems, wfc* imi b ees  s t i g m a t i z e d  as

x x M ejc a ^Number 1 Iwun was m urdered . I  d id  s&t v i s i t  my re s o © td e s ts  u n t i l  

th e y  i n v i t e d  me. Os J u l y  2i|, I  r e c e iv e d  t h e  f a l lo win g  l e t t e r  fr®m Mr. K urusu. 7  

LETTER F FROM HR. KUHJSU (d a te d  J u l y  20)

"Since the recent incident a number of persons have been removed from the center  

for protection. The residents were saying so much an d doubted these persons. You  

know what I mean ----  .

"The situation is gradually coming back to normal bu t I still feel some tension  

in cairp. At the time of the murder the situation w as so grave that the WRA called a  
block manager’s meeting and suggested we have block meetings to decide whether the  
residents wanted a curfew for protection. The block managers could not decide and  
accept that suggestion because the proposition was too important for the block managers  

to decide whether such matter should be brought bac k to the block for consultation.
As far as I can see the colonists and block managers have nothing to do with sue*  
important matters. In other words, we have no autho rity and power to make decisions.
Of course some blocks may need a curfew for protecti on but perhaps other blocks do not  

want it. It appeared to me at the meeting that the blo ck managers felt that the  

residents do not want it. -Probably past experience.

"In connection with the assassination, the head of colonial police and other  
members had resigned. Consequently, the department is facing a difficult situation  

in carrying out their assignments. Up to date the r eputation of police is so grave  
that it seems to me the colonists have no interest in the colonial police affairs.
It tells very clearly by past experiences and every  meeting which we held has failed.  

None of- them succeed. The colonists held meetings regarding the election of the  
police commissioners but unfortunately failed excep t for two or three blocks. It  
appears to me that the colonial police department fee ls they have no support by the  

colonists.

"We arrived here October 8 and I became block manag er November 5 so I really do  

not know what was in the minds of the people between- Oct ober 1 to 14. As you know  
this is a segregation camp but it seems to apply only t o the nine (9) Relocation  
Centers which recently completed their order by sen ding the remaining segregees. (I  
hear rumors from time to time that there are many l oyal persons who should relocate
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or go to another camp still in this center.) If peace a nd order is to be maintained  
WRA should take immediate steps to remove such pers ons. Unless complete segregation  
of segregees in this center, we shall not see any ho pe for peace. By means of  

removing such persons, I believe WRA will have a li ttle more easier time to enforce  
the laws and carry out administrative policy efficie ntly as a real segregation camp.  
It seems to me that all the troubles that we have had in the past is due to entangled  
rumors, administrative policy and other misundersta nding.

. . ' AUGUST 19hh

!_ A p p a re n t ly  I  d id  n e t  v i s i t  th e  Su rusus a g a in  u n t i l August % 8 , f . r  which 

1 t)ave my Ji Hf t e s .  From e th e r  s . u r c e s ,  however, I  have a

few a f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  th e y  made a t  *u r  August 8 m eet in g. J  

TALK WITH MR. AND MRS. KURUSU

/  A f t e r  th e  Hama murder t h e / j a o a « e s e  American ¡» . l ic e  f a r c e  had r e s id e d .
e n t i r e

A ttem p ts  were b e in g  made to  !rr»j*m®faafcfc®tem c r ea te  a n o th e r  f o r c e .  7  

On Evacuees P o l i c e  Force

/  T®e I s s e i  in  0ur bl#ck: a re  a g a in s t  i t  because  the y  sear«! th e  -rumor :o f l-send ing  

r e c o r d s  to  Ja p an .  A lso th e  c o lo n i a l  » « l i c e  u s e i  t e  wear a badge of th e  r e g u l a r  

I -U n i tsd  S ta te s  Pr l i G e * I t  s a id  U n i ted  S t a t e s  P o l i ce  t k e - b a i ^ ,  : tf#St of th e  

p eo p le  a r e  a f r a i d  .to c o n n ec t  th em se lv es  s® xkkjd: » b v io u s ly  w i th  th e  U n i ted  

�� S t a te s  governm ent.

r i  b e l i e v e  i t  was Mr. Kurusu, a b lac k  m anager, wha t al d  me an "August

8, t h a t  a high ran k in g  member af t h e  Caucasuan I n t e r n a l  Security h a d .a d d re s s e d  

th e  bl@ck managers and t o l d  them:

I f  t h e r e ’ s a f a i l u r e  i t ' s  go ing  t® be you r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  Y®u»ve g©t t *  

see  t h a t  peop le  in  th e  b lo ck  c o o p e ra te  w ith  th e  xKkxJsxx. p o l i c e  me a . F » r  th o se  

b lo c k s  which su p p ly  «• po l icem en , no p r o te c t i o n  w i ll  be g iv e n .  7 

On New R e s e g re g a t io n  Rumors

/ ^ F t r  m#re th a n  tw# weeks everybody' i s  sa y in g  we might be s e g re g a te d  a g a in .

S  F i r s t  th e y  s a id  we would be s e n t  to  PostoR , th e n  th e y  sa id  A lask a .

V  M rs l /K u ru su i  They t a l d  me t h a t  th e y  had heard  i t  a v e r  th e  r a d i .  a .d  see«  i t  in  th e  

V SaB_Francxsca Examiner t h a t  th e  per.pie a re  gn ing to  be s e a t  t a  Je ram e. I t  i s  

\  I*1® d i s l o y a l  peop le  wao a re  go ing  t o  be m< ved.
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Y am ash ita  e n i s t

/  D u râ t  g August Mr. TxsriKXtaaw and © t h e r / ^  r e s e g re g s t i n s É s t  l e  a i  e r s  iç x j œ x

d e l i v e r e d  "educat i f ,  » a l  l e c tu re s '*  a t  sm a l l  b la c k  m e e t in g s .  They a s su re d  t h e i r

l i s t e n e r s  t h a t  Msadi Japan  was w inn ing  th e  war aad i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  v a r io u s

R ev erses  a s  a s t r a t e g i c  t r a p  i n t o  which th e  America» f a r c e s  were be ing  draw».

They f u r t h e r  em phasized t h a t  " f o r  th o se  wh® d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n  t *

J a s a n ,  th e  d isc i ,© l in e  aad e d u a t io n  ®f ®ur c h i l d r e n adap ted  t® th e  system  ®f

wartim e M other land  a re  a b s o lu te l y  a c c e s s a r y u and the y  k s .s k  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e y

hosed , w i th  t h e  c o n s e n t  ®f th e  WRÂ, t® form o r g a n iza t i o n s  which we-uld p ro v i  de
. Yam ashita

such d i s c i p l i n e  and e d u c a t io n  Mr. Tggkic^friaif*x±®1 d me t h a t  he was g iv in g  

th e s e  l e d t u r e s  w i th o u t  p e rm is s ie z  f r o p  th e  a d m in i s tr a t i o n  and would con�

t i n u e  t o  g iv e  them ’’f o r  th e  sake  of the p e o p le . "  Sim u l ta n e o u s ly ,  a p o ep ix  

group of r e s e g r e g a t i & a i s t s ,  headed by Mr. Aramaki, a young B uddh is t  p r i e s t ,  

approached  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and r e c e iv e d  xmxxxé±k  p e rm iss ie z  t o  u se  th e

h igh  sc h o o l  a u d i to r iu m  f o r  a s e r i e s  o f l e c t u r e s  on Jao an ese  h i s t o r y  and 
On August 1 2 ,  th ey

cu l tu re ./xX kagc  « receded  to  form a c e n te rw id e  Young M en's A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  

th e  S tudy  of th e  M other C o u n try ,  t h e  Sokoku Kcnkyp S e ine»  dan ,w i th  th e  

e x p re sse d  aims #f o r g a n i z i n g  c l a s s e s  on Jap an e se  la ng u a g e ,  h i s t o r y ,  

and p o l i t i c a l  i d e o lo g y .  W i th in  a few few  weeks ab o ut  f i v e  hundred young 

men ha4 jo in e d  th e  Sokoku . Among them was my f r i e n d ,  Mr. K urusu. Kurusu, 

however, d id  n o t  t e l l  me t h a t  he had j o i n e d c u n t i l  .

I  w ro te  to  Mr. K urusu, a sk in g  when I  m ight v i s i t ,  bu t  d id  n e t  r e c e iv e  

a r e s t e a s e  u n t i l  Septem ber 1 2. 7

/__!* S ee , ,fD®ing F ie ld w o rk ” , pp. ll*ij.-5>5 "The S p o i la g e , "  op. 311-ll j.. f.

SEPTEMBER 22, 19UU

LETTER FROM CONSERVATIVE FRIEND, MR. KURUSU



FOOTNOTE , �� 20

f i . N» ©ae sadbcxxa&xriKÌXK e l s e  m en t i ta e d  t h i s  i n c i d e nt  t® me.



'

September 12 , 1944  

Dear Miss Hankey,

«1  have not heard very much news since your last visit. -T he most significant  

news was the releasing of the remaining evacuees from th e stockade. 4

"The colonists surely waited a long time for this happy event. It appears to me  
that the residents feel the colony really has come back to normal condition and the^  
releasing created the most harmonious atmosphere amo ng the residents. I believe this  

will bring center into peace and quiet.

"I used to hear rumor that we might segregate to some  other center. Certainly (
residents talked about resegregation vigorously but  right now it has gradually died down.

X fe . "X  K  .

SEPTEMBER l £ ,  19hh 

TALK WITH THE KURUSUS

Resegregation :

At present they a ren 't th inking o f  i t  very much. They d id n 't  t ik e  i t  very much 
because they hate to move to another camp. I t  was pa rticu la r ly  the weather. The 
weather is  nice here. Everybody hated to move to Poston.

Everything i s  qu ie t and peaceful now.

Warden Attacked:

I  heajpd th is morning somebody

General Serenity in «dg» s Block (59 and

got drunk and attacked the wardens with a knife,1

status-quo)

was very s u ^ c e s t f t l l y ^ t t ^ t c te d  ^ v e r ttL  t  WOrry very muoh/  ^  meeting Wednesday 
looks tike  they 're  tru ina tn n/n,* V rybo<̂ . v,eTV cooperative and the WRA o ff ic e 
stockade boys were U j t o u t .  sa tis fa c tio n . Everybody was happy when the
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Ru.m®rs ®f ibacsxfc In d ic tm e n t  an«! A r r e s t s  f a r  Murder »f Mr. N>ma

Mr./sdskc sa id  he had not heard o f  the rumors o f  the a rr e s t H e  said: ”I  don’t 
th ink tha t Km- and Kuratmni cguld have been connected w ith tha t murder case. ”

Co-op:

On the whole the people fe e l  aZZ r ig h t toward the Co-op. But not many people attended 
if the General meeting. There were only 17 persons there. That was the meeting fo r  Ward 

VI fo r  the Co-op. '

(I asked how large a crowd could be expected and said perha ps several hundred  
for the ward.)

I  don’t  see many people now who care (worry) about the Co-op. They have a good 
fee lin g  about i t  now. Everybody is  sa t is f ie d . I  th ink the new treasurer is  very capable. 
They even are going to give refunds.

P e r s o n a l l y I  th ink Hie p rices are too high compared w ith the present wages in 
camp. I  th ink they ’re high. But the Co-op has to s e ll  food because large fam ilies 
need an excess o f  food fo r  babies.

Actually cosmetics are rea lly  necessary fo r  the women.

Some people say the canteens shouldn’t  s e l l  f r u i ts  and vegetables because we’re 
getting  food in  the mess ha lls . Especially the canned goods is  high priced. But we 
must have the food. We can get along w ithout the c igarettes and tobacco.

The other day the people complained tha t the f is h  was so high. They sa id  that 
the Co-op was making so much money on f is h . They demanded that they s e l l  f is h  a t a 
tower p rice.

Sohwgdfc* s Resignation:

I  know tha t a t the Warden’s meeting they don’t  have a good fee lin g  toward him. He 
used too much force tha t time. One committee asked him to resign but WRA couldn’t  accept 
tha t.

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinjfa-dan:

The Sokoku Kenkyu is  not a pressure group. They ju s t  want to study Japanese cu ltu re. 
I  know because I ’m a member. That’s why I  jo ined. They’re not going in to  p o l i t ic s . I 
guarantee they w i l l  not s ta r t  any trouble in  here. I f  I  see any trouble coming I  w i l l 
resign.

C-
(While the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinj(n-dan is at present tak ing no political action, know�

ing who is behind it and having heard the Matsudas' plans, I le an to the opinion that  
C*i«r is a little naive about the matter.)

That three or four months troub lA lrea lly  gave us a good experience.
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/ “ l .  On d c ta b e r  U, Mr. R o b e r ts» « , an A s s i s t a n t  P r o je c t  D i r e c t s r ,  t a l d  me, in  

c a n f i d e n c e ,  t h a t  #n th e  w c ms «lay b e f e r e  a Ja p an e se  American had came t t

th e  Ad mi u l t r a  t i e n  b u i ld i n g  and revea ls©  t h a t  11 a g i t a t o r s "  a f  :kk wh&m he was

a member, were 

On th e  morning

•Tann ing  t a  d i s a r a g a n iz e  th e  » « e ra t ie n  a f  th e  n r a j ec t .  

a f  O c ta b e r  U, ane a f  Mr. R a b e r t s a a ’ s key w arkers  r es ig n e d  and

a n a th e r  had t h r e a te n e d  t® da sa* R a b e r tsa n  f e l t  kkaxfck t h a t  th e  cjrKxiyxw 

c a la n y  was ve ry  t e n s e .  But I ,  in  my v i s i t s ,  faund na ev id en ce  a f  t h i s  

k ind a f  t e n s i a n .



K urusu, S e t t ,  t f  30 , 19hh 22.

£  Oft S e a t  ember 2k t k e  R e se g re g a t  it* m is ts  c i r c u la te « !  a sectm«! p e ti t i t a  

acc tm tan ie i l  by am e x p l a a a t t r y  pam ph le t, r e q u e s t in g th e  s i g n a t u r e s  t f  ,fth@se 

wh® t r u l y  d e s i r e  tt r e t u r n  t® Japan  a t  t k e  f i r s t  • • » • r t u n i t y .  Tke jdc pam phlet 

s t a t e d  t k a t  t k e  g r tu p  was « r e t a r i n g  a f i n a l  l i s t  tf r e p a t r i a t e s  and e x p a t r i �

a t e s  wkick was t t  be p re s e n te d  t® " b t t k  t k e  American and t k e /  Ja p an e se  

g t v e r n m e n t s . ( S e e  my f i e l d n t t e s  f t r  September 21 and a l s t  Tkomas 

and N i s k im t t t ,  pp. 3 1 ^ - 1 8 . ) ^

BRIEF TALK WITH MRS. KURUSU

I hoped to talk over the resegregation petition with Mr.^aPTa but he was not home.  
His wife was expecting a music pupil. She said that th ey had received an announcement  

ut were waiting to hear how the other people felt ab out it. The pupil arrived and I  
made an appointment for next Friday.

OCTOBER 6 , 19hh 

TALK WITH MR. KURUSU, BLOCK MANAGER

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan:

Mr. still stands stalwartly behind the Sokoku Kenky u Seinen-dan as an entirely
unpolitical organization. He told me that they had a lecture every Saturday. He  
thought these lectures 'very good. Last Saturday the subject had been Japanese history.

Resegregation Pamphlet; -|6\ <rwv

a"That i s  not authorized, That'a/one o f  the b iggest objections r ig h t now. Every�
body hates to sign because o f  the(im authorization of  the statement,

r,I  got a notice la s t week (nm~i re ) tha t Mr, Best was against re �
segregation, I  don 't know who's working on the body.

"Suppose I  sign th is  paper? I  don 't th ink tha t would make me go to Japan very 
soon. Those things are determined by the Japanese government.

"Really,  I 'd  l ike  to know why those persons do i t .  Maybe they tried, to ge t authori�
zation (from the Administration) but they were re jected .

"Everybody would l ik e  to  go back to Japan. But tha t wasn't done through the proper ,«  
channels. The way I  fe e l3 I  th ink they should contact WRA before they d is tr ib u ted  those 
pamphlets. That's the regular procedure to something l ik e  tha t.

"Some o f  the people want to take my advice. But I  ca n 't t e l l  them because I 
don 't want to g ive fa ls e  statem ents. We had many signatures in  th is  block. ( e tg ^ s  
block, 59, is very strongly status quo.)

"Really i f  they want to organize a good organization,  they should contact WRA.
I f  they want to carry out th in g s ."

K/UAA<v*>a»
Mr. (Slhi and his wife remarked on the unusually quie t atmosphere prevailing in camp  

at the present time. I am certain, from their unchang ed, natural attitude, that they  
also had no idea of the threats received by certain  ind iv idua ls .A t  the idea that  
there might be a memorial demonstration on November 1,  one of the Administration's  
present pet bugaboos, they laughed heartily. "The people don 't want any troiibley " 
said Mr . ft *
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£ T M  UCw*
TALK WITH MR. BLOCK.»MANAGER

©■ fcpuand I had a long discussion on his plans to enter  the University of California  
Extension School and work for his B.S. in Electrical En gineering. I found out, for the  
first time, that he was not a graduate of Cal Tech., (It's the f irst time I asked for  
specific information.) but had completed a two-year  course in Mechanical Technology  
at the Pasadena Junior College and a special 14 wee ks course in engineering for War  
Industries at Cal Tech. . He appears very serious in his  resolution to begin to improve  
himself while at Tule Lake and I advised him as capabl y as I could. I'm going to see  
the advisor.when I come to Berkeley and get a course mappe d out for him. Meanwhile,
I told him to write for his credits immediately.

He was grateful for my interest and talked more freel y than he ever did before.
, His sentiments about the state of camp do not differ  greatly from those of Mr. Kurihara,  

although he has no idea of the inner workings of the big shots or, at any rate, will  
not admit that he has.

As we began to discuss camp affairs, he asked me if I had he ard the rumor going  
around camp that Best and Black will resign next month.

s Change of Attitude toward Sokoku Kenkyu:

V as^e^ if he had attended the Sokoku Meiji Setsu exercises. (As y ou may remember,
Mr. pia joined this organization some time ago and wa s rather eloquent in its defense  

yv at that time.) He said he had not attended, but had go ne instead to the Kokumin Gakk5^  
ceremony. I then asked why he had not gone to the Sokoku exe rcises, since he's a  
member.

I  try  to avoid anything. I  haven 't been going to the meetings, I  to ld  them, " I f 
V  I / I  stay in  your club I  have to q u it my job, " I t ' s  not only tha t3 I  have to avoid

'■ f  any other crowd, I  ju s t  pu t down my name3 but I  don 't go to the meetings,
Hr/H. I 'm  afrtyzd i f  tha t organization goes on as i t  i s 3 i t w i l t  ge t involved in  more

p o l i t ic s . That's why I'm  a fra id . They should consider every step.
I  don 't understand why those people want to s ta r t  big organizations. The old 

I s s e i3 maybe they want name and t i t l e s (when they get to Japan).
The organization is  breaking up from inside because o f  ind iv idua l re la tions and 

d ifferences among the members. There is  so much f r ic t io n .
Most o f  the people in  th is  center have decided to go back to Japan anyway.

Sentiments toward Manzanar:

Feeling o f  the people might be changed a l i t t l e s but some o f  the boys one so 
s t i f f  and tough and hard too. Frankly3 I  m yself cm being awful carefu l o f  those boys. 
They do something very extreme 3 so I  ju s t  kind o f  take more careful step. I  watch my 
language.

(He then asked me if the leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai were the l eaders of the  
Resegregation Group. I said I did not think so.)

Fear of Caucasian Visit in February aifdr March:

I did my very best to get Mr. to tell me his opinion o n the comparative
popular attitudes toward the Daihyo Sha and toward the Resegregation Group, but I  
could not get him to make a statement. He did, however, say t hat when I first came  
to visit him he had been very frightened. (He gave no in dication of this at the  
time.) He had even taken the trouble to explain that I was just an old friend to  
several of the people in his block. Evidently, he has not  been criticized for my
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visits which have not been over frequent  
tough block. He remarked again, that he lived in a very

_ L 011 December 15, Mr. Hamaguchi, one of those who had be en expelled from the

r  f  group, went t0 the Resegregationist Headquarters i n Block 54, accosted

T “ * ’ w he n™ lnal head t0 the Resegregation Group, and de manded the reason  
for his expulsion. Mutsubara, according to report, ga ve him a rude reply.

thereupon seized a piece of wood from a nearhy woodp ile, Matsubara grabbed a mop, and  

had at dt lnjwhat must Have Been a strange parody of a samurai sword duel,  
he tl  iasted only a few minutes, strong-arm boys from bo th factions and a  

1 °f SeV®rad handred spectators assembled. Called on  for an explanation, Hamaguchi  

true spiritCof Japan1101112 the ”oRoku for gangster ta ctics and for the degregation of the

the ° f  'I?6 Rf®e85e8 a tio n  Group a t  once approached the high, ranking memhers of
he Administration and told them that if proper steps wer e not taken immediately, they

t3kf ^ “ erS into their Hands. The Project Attorney t old m e  that they had said;  

t i l ^ Ve^ ’ 1y°Un? mSn ta Cal1 °n> and had even Hinted at the possibility of'assassins-  
rh off *-eIiia*-S0^^-aSMere^ t*ie ^atr^nes an^ laundry rooms with mimeographed statements to  
the effect that thexr peaceful organization'* had been attacked b y "gangsters",

oai-foT1̂ k.Pi0^ Ct ?olt<:e M e d i a t e l y  arresied eleven men (evidently accused by  the Resegre-  
f  ^  m  and confined them in the Klamath Falls jail. Among these att ested was
Mr. Kodama, the black belt J^do man and friend of Kunita ni's, who had challenged Mr. Yamada,  
the leader of the Hokoku on the evening of October 30. * a ’

DECEMBER 19 , 19UU

TALK WITH MR. KUHUSU, BLOCK MANAGER, OLD GILAN FRIEND
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tTho "Bis: ♦ /

/
A boy oeme into my off i ce on £iUiKiUJ W.'iniTEuuu� ����	�i Saturday afternoon 

end ««id there had been a big f i gh t .  X heard one fel low *ho *ent over 
there was kicked out of the Hot)3hi  don. I  heard he went over to find 
out why. They stated  on argument. I  heard two of them were hoBoitnM zed

t . i n s t a t e d  in regulat ions that  the i r  o rgan iza t ion- is  rr-t p o l i t i c k
but $ gradually they iMwp’J into p o l i t i e s .  T d idn ' t l ike i t  ond the ceoole 
don t like i t  e i t h e r .  CAfter I see th is  incident I fc&'j i t  *s b a t te r  to 
e„ay out, rhey»v^beon s t ick ing  th e i r  nose into education and into the
he svi tai , 0 to.,

11

tbnt t̂be opp?eit€ ������ ahst ����  do. I  also heard ^
that the ran tsho ited out to aste was not a srambler*

.. l*®�**8»» *®®t ,;1' f��'° �	����� arc r eeI V  disgusted atout the aav
t  *  o rean tea to a r, ta  r u n n i ; * .  The? 	�� � have one t r a c k  * i r i 8 ( th e  7 , a , f o

t  T r , f 1 , ‘ / f V  d s n ' t ^ h i n M  over that t k y  s th r t  oor rcot iv .

t t o n L .  C W r W '  £ d 0 a  t  U f e i é e a *

f 4 v. 5.J a i !

I'm

J a�n �i • <? r � . " ��� to ’̂ y w i fe . � sby, f#  musi GMD t l iko
^  f  ! V'6, ���� h3rc! » but �� opinione fini tha opinione of thè

\  ̂"■ u �t hs*iic >t �	�  a l i t t l e �������  ni .*

V___ K t e - 8 17» s;e f m  «*«* h c re  .1«st f a r  0*0 r  -

U’hc in 110 i; Djf C 3.1 i " fj v r; b.5 p

(  i to  i-cr-.rjo don t Siy ver/  ruch. Ttoy t o r ' t  Ifctfi, a tout  i i  ruch
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K urusu,Vpan. 12, 19h5 27.

[  0» December 27 th e  D epartm ent ©f J u s t i c e  i n te r n e d  sev en ty  members ©f th e

tw© R e s e g r e g a t i n n i s t  © r g a n iz a t ie n s ,  6h ©f wh©m were © f f i c e .  0a J a n u a ry
th e

5> th e  WRA,4// d i s t r i b u t e d  t© a l l / r e s i d e n t s  an © f f ic i a l  m nw y l»  pam phlet 

in  which D i l l» n  Myer re a f f i rm e d  t h a t  i t  was th e  WRA's i n t e n t i o n  t© c l© se 

*11 * f  th e  . / e l© c a t i t s  //jrisBaggx c e n te r s  by r e t u rn in g  a l l  ©f th e  e v a cu ees  

t© '» p r iv a te  l i f e  in  nnrmal ca m m u n i t ie s / '1 The WRA had announced t h i s  p© l icy  

©nee bnxflxxpninatidftSataKfeti b e f n r e ,  i n  m id-December, b u t  a t  t h a t  t im e  m©st ©f 

my r e s p n n d e a ts  assumed t h a t  i t  d id  n e t  ap p ly  t© them. Smx^xtaiiiMBMiiriibmwminm®|im 

N©w, h tw ev er,  m©st ©f my f r i e n d s ,  l i k e  Mr* Kurusu, became v e ry  anxi©us* ~J 

T.iLK WITH MR. KURUSU

leaving Carp

m

Aftar � $ ( � � ���/$�)� '$��  ����%� *�/� ���%$/��%�(�)� *( ( � '��� �'���� -��'��
people �*��� *� -��/$�)� �-�� -*$ (���� to ��'���� to '��� $ *�$ - $ �� Q�*%'������ ��
$ - � '��� 8	�(�%$��� P�/��� $%� ( $ -'�/�� ���!� *��� V�%'� .*'��	��)�  ��($�� Y��'%$/��
D�� �$ '� �-'��� * ( ( � � ���� �*��� %'*!�/� $�� �* %� '����� U�% %� ��/� .�
-$ �*��$�( � *$/�� ���%$�)�� *�/� �* (�!%%*$$��

' ,fmc a l nru 2 f - r . i l / ,  n a tu r e l ly ,  they th ink they should
tick» th e ir  t i r e  to make up tb a ir  mind* *

8§ 1» ■ '»<*  f « -i .
Of

S\ 1 pf *̂v Lj 11 V>« *ndsd C D
1 n ia lib •1�t  c :;aoc .iy d« ¿i{p
pang 00 0 Aft er th e  w■ Bf

k b i n  pa r t , b l it the  y
¡ is i s  Ar s y  ordcf a  * 1?
to ge t cu t *
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�  , n r€ ls also anDth* r r arof 1 hav* ^�  i d , that th�sy hav* SnstruoH rm, 
to F ul l  in ;aorc peope ( U > then to Santa F « ,) .

»¡©A han tus••> cut the� rs ss cro�ss« The i33d is ai^o cstfc 5’ns; Vdf$; *
.La^b3 It  a one rsaaon to try to pofc r id  oí I Í  tho p-sorl« ¿ w >  Hfe,*
iS ¿Iüp0* v,ilfir d0R 1 U n >- **** (  p U !

* w  <w-,< t v < A < t . .  . r  r  :■ .:.
*.Hv. ��� � Ûit.u. t ne ����� a*id t¿i=5 /Vr�r/ �	� prettv ftfĉ fr** r '■»'•� «€f w .

erv"?D| tf  i Cs, £ T f ???br ;  WS' . X /  * t h : t ó  t h e y '1.1 ^ a iT*. '
w ■ ", ¿*í x'-"~; l*J j. o aíj p i1 wcy ot.-cap0 ~-sési**V consider irŝ * tp* “o- 1 

property, i s  ¿ is l  good for * - 4 * ^ !  7 * ^ Ateev^w '

“ {11 t ;, v  ................. . i ,  ,  O 8 Í ;  r jU JG C,
. . ,  H OpIo &. V Cboufe U* »tata*  rf~tfc«s ¡J£3 ( v~~ >■  < -
n - "  Í ?  ^  /V ^ G i®G^ i0 i ‘ * * t ó c r  oi> 6 « s w f j a t i a ñ W c n t ar .  W u
v-iy pa por a '..r>c ;r,; is  to os A r e lo c a t io n  center» itl Uv~t c3«.-» «
*cr.ov? why v.c coin up hercV *

*'7�* svery J ar ;.*j,$ is t�h¿ united yi�o te �» pn.�v� »«? ������
«suldr í t hjbty* so « uch anublo t j | | l 8 »  / �.«.

W jl * u  ti^-d j<fv 
h~t p w , v s dar,*:.

irt/~íL
..-í^ »\i?i •:

I But w e 're  d iv id e d  i n t a  s@ many s m a l l  g r a u a s /  WRA and tb e  Army knew a u r  mast 
K.. w eakest s a a t .

j*�� iloi�
} (

�� t)U*' V «
US Ea ko

� 1
1 1 «fitÜ�

1 1 they s ft;

��� � !� � !!��� ��!� ��#��!� ���$�� � �%� !��%�� �����&� $�'!�� � !� (
^'. / ar �  � �� � �  erolher hear los � a  rent fceerir* �  to « » M ^T

s  ^  ; L 7 ; » r ^ « r e t  - « i * .  . . * .  * » *

«3 � �� th is  I s m s  e r f lo ca t ion  cen ter ,  they* 11 « o f t  “»• J " t t e t  oass,
I  they s ry ,  «e must get busy and send in our renunciat ion of c i t i s s n s h ip .

l \  t p tv *~ -JJ M V t i n »  of i> Exclusi - in C?d«r te *  o q ^3 * vjo  y-sars c?&»  ̂ ^
h a w  B o w l U f k  U ilS tT .y  *«.“s i s t  ra t i o n< oeEe so C os t .  Before t h a t ,

\  I  %as p lenn ine  to r.o o u t .  (Mrs .  SLco?roboretod tmia*)

FEBRUARI 8, 19U5

LETTER FROM MR. Kurusu



In 3 l a90k 41 I sow a ‘bunch of yo ur.5 boy5 ro co ive nofcioe t o ?o to 
Sento Fs . l^ter 6 beys from our 3 leck rscGivsd their  r e t i c l e  to Issv«
Cf r \ h v* r* »"O * r  W« *4» 4.-* / •

Considering the cv. i s t i r ^  st. tust ior. at the present Tr.orr.gnt n̂*J to 
ovoid malic ious rumors, I wouM l ike to postpons your v i s i t  of Tuesday,

C lr.ee re ly  you rs ,

P .  S .  I  was complete ly  out of t h a t  Qr^vn izot  i^n  qu i te  ^ Ion?: t ime 0 £©

IJ EKXJ QmOQi 1 liJ j •
MEETING WITH Ma.  ! " � #

E n c o u n te re d  Mr. i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c t i o n  to d a y and he 

ask ed  i f  he m igh t come t o  s e e  me tom orrow  and b r i n g me some l e t t e r s  £ e x  

t o  g iv e  t o  M r .^ f l ^ s B .  We made an  a p p o in tm e n t  f o r  1 0:0 0  a .m . He t o l d  me 

t h a t  he had b e e en  ap p ro ach ed  by f r i e n d s ,

basescbin*; him to  get them out of going: to  Sfcr.ta ? 3 ,  s ines  thay **re 
ro  l o n g e r  . L 4
iixt Hokoku timbers. ?»tayr.ssfc*R th*t tbs

A

camp was f u l l  of the rumor th* f o i l  «ha »■«� r»Mm• o** i�. �u*• v v... i. a im rsnOuilvj£a 'i,g f t  £0 OQ

cent to Sa.ntn Pc, Ha v.as very worried because ha has just sent in 

bis 0 pp 1 ion t io'n fo r  re nunc in t ion
C-^O <ttWLÂ

I n �this. brsodc«st picVup m̂&ny boys of high school ops have been f a ’•** ' :«< a u >uu. n»i»ny i/Oy S "

^  1 jC'jv] -%**%£***>?
be 5.ni t k̂sn 0 I s o,?iI  thoughb s � rrs un�i s r w.r ¡? 0 bu 5 r c ms in



Kurusu, Feb. 10, 19Ui>

^ ---------- I i — " l~--*:;-;.j>.-;t,».- - • ' ;.

?a>8T�#88�>�&� 1>�;� #a�� ���� � � ��c6�1>�;�^9)�90

K/V 4AiH^» \A Q_/ v p, -
A t 1 0 :0 0  Mr. « ^ a r r i v e d  and gave me t h e  l e t t e r s  from M s ,  p r e s i d e n t

o f  t h e  fednaky KoKoku, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  beys ( f r i e nd s  o f  fc*a) had r e s i g n e d

from  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  «Edandadim BnaniBW iBh XH8gambadmbtoafcmimmmamfcmfaiimm

thtanafltanBBnnnmaamBmmnmaampmmisfcliia I  im m e d ia tely  went t o  s e e U ^ r s ^ * '^ '

a s k in g  Mr, Qte t o  w a i t .  I  t r i e d  t o  e x p la i n  th e  s i t ua t i o n  t ^ b y c T  b u t

he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  boys d i d n ‘ t  have a chance  i n  t h e  wo r ld .  He r e p e a te d  t h a t

r e n u n c i a t i o n  i n - i t s e l f  i s  an o v e r t  a c t  o f  h o s t i l i t y a g a i n s t  t h e  U. s .

g overnm en t.  Then he t o l d  me t h a t  he h im s e l f  had s t ar t e d  t h e  rumor t h a t

a l l  ren m n cees /#  m igh t be i n t e r n e d  i n  S an ta  F e . He had hoped t h a t  t h i s  would

s to p  t h e  f lo o d  o f  r e n u n c i a t i o n s  o r  g e t  p e o p le  t o  c an c e l  them . I f  t h e s e

bpys would c a n c e l  t h e i r  r e n u n i c a t i o n s  th e y  would be &atoammMmteta ta k e n  o f f  

t h e  l i s t  im m e d ia te ly .

I  r e t u r n e d  t o  my b a r r a c k  room and gxnenMrmnfcda t o ld  Mr. what

Iheezrhad s a i d .  S in c e  i t  was raunstefc lu n c h t im e ,  we a r ra n g ed  t o  meet and 
. . .  . x
a l k  a g a in  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  Mr. gabe me th e  fo l l o w in g l e t t e r :



K�*�� ($'��]� 6*��+��̂ !�

< b \

*9b . 1 0 ,  10404 p.

ïhc  r e î *î�= rumors ©round th ^ t  w- x. r�nounc s d t h s i r
�i t tsQ nsVii� w i l l  bv t r a n s f e r r e d  to  S^nt^» ¿'s • Also too rese dentil  ©- ���
t© lkir .^ chout the no-xfc t ? 0r s f c r  —»they gxpsct  it  a round th* ��t h  and ss 
i l io!ud in?  the mSHiV.l*s of HOGBi—SAK« * ,

I f  you bave t ime ‘.v i l i  you pie age s r  i t«  t P t w  f or  b*.« « Al e» X 
should � ike to  kno^ ve ��  much the p o l i c y  o f  t K ‘ Sep?r t t t i  nt b? JHPfc ice �

I  deep ly  -¿»pp'reodAte .whatever you co n � > f o r  U�� t,h* y uu »

-  . . , .  r i  was d e eeày  d i s t r e s s e d  by what was hap p en in g  and added t h e

¿Hy^iwwirKg f o l l o w in g  comments, 7

I  d id  n o t  t h i n k  I  had any chan ce  of h e lp in g  t h e s e  bey s  b u t  I  went

t p  se e  î#£p©s anyway. I  f i n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  hard  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  and I  d o n ’ t

l i k e  i t .  . / ^ t v fa***.
.. ......at<u>i� be h id

the s tatement t h e t  ifee a c t  of r e n u n c ia t i o n  of c i t iz e n s h i p  in  i t s e l f  is

s n  a c t  h o s t i l e  to  the As k * icon government and th e re fo re  anyone who

renounces i s  l ie  h ie to i n t e r  b i s  nt w i th  r.o r s p r e a v e .  That i s  t h a t .  A v a l i s t

t h i s  there  i s  ve ry  l i t t l e  one can say ;  I  mean you c*nnofc. t����� �������� � �!�

t̂MSrannssm fo r  r e ro y  for  those in d iv idua ls  who a re  not © n t i - s s o i * !  i f  tho

a u t h o r i t i e s  proceed on t h i s  p rem ise.
And a t  t h e  end y5i jou r

• s \  S 7  / I  /
Noyes t o l d ,  me; t h a t  he h-ftoself] had s t a r t e d  t n e  ,nimor t h a t  �fy ï n e r t f in c ian ts

mis

)���Wr t o  g e t

ta k e n  to ^ S a n t a  Fed it i  any a
7  .

attem pi to.
7  O '

’p e o p le  t o  can ce l 'L 7  V
lVtyfem.

s to p  i k x x  r e n u n c i a t i o n s
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TATK WITH ^
yvtA

1-

Had a long t a l k  r A V r t h i s  a f te  rnoon a t  h i s  house » E* to ld  rr.a 

gj^rest many th in g s  which I  hop« I  oon remember, F ir s t  of »11 hs want to  

so© the boys who do not w ish to  so to  S»Rt® Fs «nd to ld  then  th a t  i f  they  

withdrew t h e i r  applio* l i o n s  fo r  re nunoia t io n ,  they would probably  not bs 

s e n t .  The boys s a i d ,  tho t  ns ra n ,  i t  was impossib le f o r  them tO 'do t h i g ,  

even though they  d id  not F ish  to go to Santa Fe and be separa ted  from
g, / '

th i&s f a m i l i e s ,  According to §ste , there arc many boys being  sent  t h i s  

t ine  who do not w ish  to go*.

The seoond b ig  worry o n .£da»fr»i mind is  $kx$ the w^ y  widespread rumor
A

t h a t  oryono who renounced t h e i r  c i t i z e n d i i p  w i l l  be sen t  to Santa Fe e

Undoubtedly , the camp is  in  an eve,# more e x c i t e d  sta te  tha t  i t  w s  a t

the t i r e  of the January  27 th  p iok -up ,  A large con t ingen t  of 
the US^hi-dsm, the a d u l t  o r g a n iz a t i o n  «-a 
expected to  be p icked u r  on the 2 4 th ,

We d iscu ssed  the whole gloomy bus iness  a t  3!ni5lb&s l e n g th ,  ^€fcfe sa id

the1 1  he people a re  burn ing the WRA. f o r  i t  al 1, and s t i l l  would l i ke  to

have the camp go under tho D ep t ,  o f  J u s t i c e ,  M0s t  of the boys be ing taken

t h i s  time did  not know tha t  they hod done anyth ing  wrong, I  asked ^0#«

what he would hove done hod ho been th® heed of the IK of Z& He s a i d  he

would have issued a no t ice  f i r s t  t h a t  these ec t i v  it  i s s  were ag a in s t  the

law and th e n  i f  the people d isobeyed he would have in te rn ed  them. Once

the lead e rs  had been picked uc,  he gold, the o ther  boys could no longer

s tep  in  order  to  keep f a c e ,  U ©eked s e v e rs !  q u e s t i on s  on how people

had f e l t ^ b o u t  the r e n u n c ia t i o n ,  (Unf cr iuno to ly  2 wr e a t  th j  S a l t  Ink«.

C o n f e r e e «  when Bur l i n g  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t  th* o®m.o end d id  not get t  tyse

r e a c t i o n s , )  I  eskad wiry I  had hssrd  so l i t t l e  about re n u n c ia t i o n  from

the people du r ing  August . th rough Hove mbs r 1344^ ni then everybody had

sent  in t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  ot one© c Hs s a i d ,  in the f i r s t  P lace ,  the 
r wo.

people «ere w i l t i n g  u n t i l  It was d e f i n i t e l y  » nncunood t h a t  i t  hod been 

rnacta in to  a low, ( T h i s , as T r c mcr.be r ,  a. nd 1 may be wrong, wo.s announced



In August 1̂ *4  butjeve id®nt ly, according to camp psychology i t didn*t 

"become e law” u n t i l  Ennis gave porsmission to send in tbs sppl i c* tion3. 

Then �  according to 0Ste �  they f e l t  that being s^ i s« , applying w§3 no 

orimo against the United States Goverr,ent« M oreover, at this Pirns, said
VSMi'*A~*A** - 1 ' '

®te, a t e r r i f i o  rumor h i t  comp the t thsre wouldbo c time U n i t  se t  on 

the pc nun c lo t ions • WS o e v cpybody. went of eund say ing , *Tou be t ter pe nou nc
^JkXiL» |

f  ight Also^ njany people renounced just bcceus

they wished to s tay  i r ^anp  and because they wished t o  avoid the d ra f te 

W	 didoussed the p o s s i b i l i t y  of any ©oopecioble number ©f oance � lot ion-  

  he l ievee  th is  to be very un l ike ly  (as  does everybody in camp
�

including myself«) 484 ĥitnFe I fi is Quite worried because he was once s

i member of the Hokoku♦ He would not l ike to go to Ssfct© Fe but ba sold

he would not cancel  his appl ication for renunc is tiers even i f  he wore cent 

1M b »tti tude is signi fioent be cols'« 9*o, is ons of tbs mildest and most 

law�abiding jfemsia individuals I  know in Tula l a k e  of anywhere also for 

that matter«

©d^&lso informed me that  the j a p a n ^ s  in  c a rp  arc blaming 

Sabur® Eido of the JACL **0? the unhappiness that the renunc ia t ion  of

\  c i t i z e n s h ip  is  oousing them and for the internments« Kido i s  supposed ta

be advis ing .tbs Dspt« of Jus t ice«



, Feb. 16, 19h i
FEBHfARY 16, 19U5  

1 LITTER FROM MR. t m  KORUSO
c c

• 3 f

^  S [aote t# typiest ) When y©u type this letter please igaere the uaderl inings and

/ the «arks ©f H©k©ku etc* because t k  I put these la before I realized
S. that I should leave the 3±1 e letter just as Mr. Kurusu wrote it*

T����*�!� F��� F��]

F� �*��� *� (�''��

De&r Miss Hankey,

X ass very sorry that I £ &il^d to write resu l t  
.�$ ''��� ��'� '�$�)%� +� '� C*� %�� ��%!� %$���� !��� (C-'�

A f te r  tha bays l e f t  tha o«rffl i s  very qu ie t  b u t  wa f e a l  so r rew fu l .  
There « i  rumors tha t  f e w e r  and p resen t  members «  the W f c u -
dan K i l l b  o pu l led  in  end � fee, r e s i d e n t s  of t h i s  b lank  who were f »#6«r 

' t toobars arc f r an k ly  n a r r i s d .  A fo rn a r  members would l ike  P o  know u  
h is  wrae ■ $&&'r e a l l y  been c rossed  o f f  w i th  the a d m in is t ra t io n  whew,he 
f i r s t  ree iqnsd  through Eos h i -Can or Hokoku-Don. end i f  not they  would 
liko to know the proper pf©o*<fuJFfi • I  wtis skked t . ; i s  «**»*■ *• v6f y  
oenf ident  ia lo

> � %$ �nos r e l y  '�*�+� !��� -��� your */�$���� ��-��'��*'�(!� F� �*���
��� /���*��'*�!�  ���-�w i th  ��� ��.�� > '� %�*�%� '�� �%� $� �%%$�(�� '�� )�'�
���� because !**'*�/*!� 6�+�+''� *�� ��� ;��%�$V�K*�� �-��$�*� (%�*'*/� $�� �(*�+�
8�� �*��; '( ( �.*%� �*$/�/� �!� '��� $�'���$�(� %���� $ '!�� g 4:� ��)�� %�-�'!��	�
'��'� ���V$*�(!� ���'*$��/� �*�!� /������'%� .-%� '*+��� $�� � �� -��'����
$���%'$)*'$���� # � !��� %��� ��.� %$'�*'$��� $%� �$)�'� ��.�

�(%�� �� ��*�/� *� �������  ���*�(!� '�$%� . $ ( ( � ����� '���� '�*'� '���
*�'���$ '$�%� ����� *�  (*�� ��� $�'��'$��%� '�� te rm inate  �FF�.��+��%� .��� *���
���%*���%� �-� '��� ;�+�+��K��� ��� ;�%��F�K*��� > '� *  �*�%�$��� �� � '�*'� '�*�
���'��� $%� -*�$�)%� )����� %$ '�*'$���

I  r e a l l y  cause you trouble again  t h i s  t ime,  but I  would app rec ia te  
i t  i f  you would wr i te  � paper f o r  rr.s s t a t i n g  that  1 res igned  from 
Kokoku-Dan. Thank you .

9$�����(!� !���%�

V ?♦  S* X don’ t  th in k  x sign«d any th ing  sine* d l i c t  ohsn 
Epksku r>an from Sbkolm K© nkyu gc � ��  D»n«_.

ged naavs to

g

t h is . le t t e r  f °r <■ .  «ho had to ld  me smammtamm 
m o n f c b o o n  November ifthat he had 
stopped going to Sokoku m eetings!/ \
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Kurusu, Feb. 28, 19i*5
M .

FEBRUARY 28, 191*5  

LETTER FROM MR. KURUSU

Since �� b lock is  s t i r  jyf very  tense a f t e r  the b ig  p i c k u p  go 

hove been covresnonding. �
’̂ b r  u p r�� � 7, 19i  t

Dos Mica iisnkey,

The. st*< tenant which v»a s? r: cc. e in the star riev.s cor t� inly cl ar i f i ed many 
unsolved/ ; p o in ts  that has been bo the r ing ths colonists for reeks. As 
you know, before issuing: such o f f i ci al  statement, wild threatening 
rumors, r.octly recording the transfering of the members and those who 
renounced ll. 4?0 citizenship had been sprocdAver the cetiter, degrading 
morale and ccfifusi tig the erdti esj  si tuation.

third groar f t  for
,p

This $%� reached to the climax right after  t hi 
internment camp. However the information os to status o' 
re�mu need, clar i fying the many iris under stand in? over result of the 
hearings end natters of the j/okoku surety re l ie vs a heavy worry fre m 
the ir shoulder, rec l i s ing the r.isleads rship and misconduct of I lokoku 
or i ĉhi  �La n~~ �e see c it. P  y those who were former member of or sanitation, 
Ann he ninr: of such r.isyol iey is the reason growing out great fear and 
threatening ter r i bly their conscious as internal  secur i ty took a l l  
records for investigation and future rersonsl  tefr r̂.ce 
oonrê uonee of conscience, mory former members wrote t 
clar i fying their status find stating reason of the resignation.

Ac for 
Attorns;

i f  u sc a ir.a ny ox t he m to g e
num ber o f  th e V ? .1t vc A’.-kz n t  s
T it v s tvOt mcm.bcr s • o f th e
in c f  me mbc r s h  *r> 4 v* r  * • ;Toko

Since pub lien t ior\  of the statement many malicious rumor? have mysteriously 
disappeared, esep îo p̂y the rumor as to the drafting for mi l i tary service 
5�% ■ t&��� �	nt« v '• • ich liad strongly been soir?g on for :ceeks during that 
*+��������� & � ���'�� � ��% 
of re nouno lento be cruse 
I  l i o n in te rn m e n t  cst*lf v.
i n t s� nmcnt car.;p3 regsAdlcsn of membership ir. Poke!c.-yun r e a l  ly 
a s to n i sh e d  ����$6 who hr sd to renounce c i t  i sen sh ip  but do not wich 
to  go to vans nt camp be c o u p* t h e i r  thoughts  d i s a g r e e d .  But a c t u a l l y  
a f t e r  see in g  the i n t e n t i o n  of the t r a n s f e r s  one M g unso lub le  problem 
reno inset uk iub a a� why do they removed who renounced cvev ious ty  •
Woí/Jcr vw¿̂ , cjiieer c i tuo t io r» ,  r c- i.O'i nc is nt r ctr �� s t  c o d ly
i  nc ����� ¿Rg, « r , pe r r o no 1 ������� tor of r e n o o r¡c �� nt s pe rm i t ted  to
rema i Vi u n t i l  def inite* p lan  modes is a very br Sefrt s i d e .  But I  have 
doub ts  a-a to  ����� w i l l  a f f e c t  f ióse  *ho wish to  rencor

f  �  n ’ ������� "fcA* £>prr̂ r-
I  w&m to  ir.y 'neor ing

C G 5.g i � rl j* Q
he r  c a y  hr A t a id ?. 
y i s  dtlasc

o renounce their 1l ien ta  have ws d̂e up 1
reason of the i r 1

’íe s rs n re ¿jü )ie tc
A-t L/viha r
h. s he a r 1 n.t o f f ice r  I



Ku p u s u,  £mkx March 1 3 , 19k$ =D

MARCH 13, 19U5  

LETTER FROM MR. KURUSU

March 12, 19h$

Thanking you far your letter. The eelenists are ver y quiet aheut the

pick-up that was made ©n Sunday. But the camp is st ill under tension, wen-

dering what will happen and in what way this center  will he turned tut.

Fetple are already talking aheut the next pick-up a reund the 20th.
They seem te think all members (ef Heshl-dan ) will  he segregated. Alse

they think, perhaps in the future the center will h e under central ef the

Dept, ef Justice.
Sincerely * •
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MARCH 16, 1945, P , 5 .

&��'�" ( � � � � ( � W i

t^vSL-^
���� P/,�� *�/� > � /$%��%%�/� '��� -��'����$�)� *�����������-�� '�*'� '��

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  HokoKu w a r ^  i l"»ega 1 . ^ P . ^ ^ s t a T ed  t h a t  i t  was

a good t h i n ?  t t e t  the  p e o p le  w ou ld  see th e  s t a t e m e nt  b e f o r e  an y

a p p e s t s  were reads reccusQ t h e n  t h e y  would have a d eq u a te  w a r n in g .

O th e rw ise  th e  re op is d o n ' t  ’•'■ now/* Yost of the  p eo o le  don t  know 
the  r e g u l a t i o n s  and p u l e s .  T h a t ' s  why th e y t 'o r g s n i ze d  suoh a b i g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .

"So rns ny o f  t h e ^ c s n  ta k e n  ' .u r e  l e f t  w i t h  f a m i l i es  b e h in d  end 
now the  f a r c ih i e s  d o n  t. ’-mow « h a t  t o  d o ,  T don* t  t h i n k  t h i s  i= j u s t i c e .  
I  t h i n k  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  can* t  lo se  f a c e  now*

���!� /��3�'� )V'H=� �%� *�!� $�-���*'$���

y^M ' "© id  the  D e p t .  o f  J u s t i c e  a s m  the  Hokoku?"
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f e a t l y  p4s«̂ =s Eeeesr rep f t^o rus ts  os  1,600 ��	 £ ,0 0 0 .  )

�#�$��� .'�� %*$/S
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 � % � � '�?'� '��� '�%� '�� %'� � $ - � '��� K�� *���'�*���'� �-
4� '��� -*� $5 CD� '�� ����$'���� ?�'� '��!� $�'��/� '�����'$���
X�'��� %*��� *�' $ �$ ' $ �%� ��'$ ( � '��!� *��� V�$�./�� �
* v / j t r ^

eg[9��gG��� �-� K�#!���� ��-���� '��� ?(���+� �*�)����=

- $ ��� ��$**��*A- ��� G� C(��# �'� *���'� '���  ��%��'� �P��  �( $�2�� ;�� %*��

F�� �b9� [(*���/� '�� �(�%�� * $ ( � '��� ���'��%� �	�� '� ��(*� >�+,�:

�R �� �,4A�� $%� )�$�)� '�� %'� � � ����'�$��%� �!� �	'� !�*��
*CKjj\ a ̂  A*A av 0#Ĥ

;���R$-�+�� $�'���� '�/�� �A���� '�$�)� (�/� ($+�� 'I� +��.� $%� ��,� ��
:��� ��*�'�>�%� t o  '�$ %� $�� ' ��3���F�� A � � � � � � �� (���  �E�K(*

� � ' � * � � � � � =*(� '4� E - � ��� ��J���� ��OJ%� ��/� &&'� � � '�
R � � � '��� , : H '� � � � � , � �$//$( $G�3*( � : J � � $ � � � �����$�%� �*/� ��������%'*�;%���

/
> � /$/�3'� .�+%� ��� *����������'� *'� '��� ���%�%�*( ( � �-� �� > H���:

� $ � $ A *� � �FAG�� E� "� � A5 � �D� '�� m� 9�� '+=� '� �: , � /��J '� � �*$n � c �� � �*��
*��$'� $ ' � � ��!.*!�� > � *��- '� �%��� '���� '*(+$�)� *���'� $'C

I / ... didi i  * say any th ing  f o r c e f u l  about r e l o c a ti o n  «*• vine t h -3
\  ii0 a®i<i ha would not sep a ra te  the groups h e r e .  1

�

in Pwooloa' ;/j ;id 3 about  ?.T?A snd ;.r:y  Pol ic

About t h re  yeurs  ego th§Arry ordered
tP s t year the Army l i f t e d  tbs c v'a c ua11 ! n 0!
long t  irlsG to  ¿BtawilPhtf 11�� to  r 8loce te tbO D«3
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