





July 2, 1944 : TULE LAKE FIELDNOTES ROSALIE HANKEY

TALK WITH KIMI HASHIMOTO

Kimi, a Nisei from Gila, was in fairly good spirits. We discussed the beating
which had taken place in a neighboring block (Kurihara). She said that on the
whole people didn't know why he was beaten up. Kimi likes her work in the Adminis-
tration building. The Caucasians in her section are real nice to her, but some
of the ones across the way are snooty. Kimi knew nothing about the warden election
at all; she doesn't interest herself in such things.

TALK WITH MRS. KOMURA

Mrs. Komura said that in her block (21 - a supposedly tough block) there was
no meeting held at all to nominate wardens. She knew no details about the beating.
About the Hitomi beating, she said that some people said they really wanted to get
the man's brother, Manager of the Co-op, but they- thought Hitomi, should be beaten
up too.

On the subject of beatings she had an interesting story to tell. Her sister-in-
law's child had hurt her ear with a bobby pin. The ear bled pretty badly, but the
mother hesitated to call the doctor, since an announcement has come out, stating
that doctors sould be called only in an emergency and minor ills should be treated
at the clinic. Since the ear continued to bleed and the child cried, the mother
finally called the ambulance. The ambulance arrived followed by a car with two
policemen in it. (Mrs. Komura called them F.B.I. men, I don't know how she knew
they were F.B.I.) The ambulance driver said, "Oh this is nothing," and went to
speak to the policemen, telling them it was only a child who had hurt her ear. The
men drove away.

Mrs. Komura also remarked that the Co-op is getting more and more unpopular.
She has now been told several times by evacuees, "If you say anything against the
Co-op anywhere, you're going to be put in the stockade."

So far as I have been able to learn, no one has been arrested for any of the
supposedly "inu" beatings which have taken place. Said Mrs. Komura, "They're too
smart to get caught. The man who did turm himself over (the hammer assault) was
crazy. That's why he gave himself up.” Mrs. Komura added that people were saying
that even the hammer assault was an inu beating. The old man had found out that
his friend was acting like an inu.

Mrs. Komura also told me that a woman whose husband is in the stockade had
remarked at sewing class, that her husband had told her that all the men in the
stockade would now be released the first part of July.

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kurihara remarked that the man beaten in 74 was supposed to be very unpopular
in his block. I asked why only third-rate inus were being beaten up. "You should
know," said he, "the big ones are too well guarded. But the guard will slip up
some time.” I said this was what I had suspected.

As to the warden nominating meeting, he said the people in his block had been
urged to come to the meeting to elect the warden, but only about four people had
gone. A friend from Manzanar came in at this moment and Kurihara said, "How was 7t
in Manzanar, were there enough inus there (to hold an election)?” The friend from
the Manzanar section said he didn't think anybody had been nominated in his block.
"Who wants to be a legal dog?" he added.
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He lived in ward II, with his parents. His brother went out on seasonal leave.
George is a repatriate. He came from the Sacramento district but he didn't know
Hitomi before he came here. George is a good guy from all points of view. He put
in more time than anybody else for his 19 bucks.

On Cdlony Rumors that the Co-op and Coordinating Committee put People in the Stockade:

Three men were put in the stockade who led an attack on the Co-op. They didn't
shut up after the December Co-op vote. They kept on pressuring and threatening and
were put in the stockade. That's the only people I know of who were put in the stockade
for speaking against the Co-op.

Present Attitude of Administration:

I think they're making a mistake in the Administration now. Not only about the
stockade but in the apprehension of Hitomi's murderer. There's something brewing now.
It is tied in with the murderer and the Coordinating Committee crowd. If they allow
it to happen it's going to be bad. i3

Their ideas on "hoodunit" are the funniest things you ever heard. They have a
new and opposite theory every day.

A lot of the colony thinks one group paid off another group to do this. They
talk as vaguely as they dare, but they say as much as they dare along that line. You
get the impression that the leadership in the group that was behind it is older and
they kept behind the scenes and had a younger group do the killing. It was an expert
Job.

Robertson said here that the next murder would probably be among the following
men, all ex-members of the Coordinating Committee: Shimada, Namakawa, who are now

working on the Newell Star and in a rather vulnerable position; Nakao, Okamoto, and
Ka *’}

He added that "All the Administration is saying about the Hitomi killing is
that it was a personal affair and that all the evidence points to Hitomi's brother

as the culprit.”

TALK WITH NISEI GIRL ABOUT HER ARRIVAL AT TULE LAKE - KIMI HASHIMOTO

"One thing, when I came here I almost cried was that all of our friends were
separated. from us. We said, 'Let's move.' That was important with me. I almost
eried when I came here and saw it." s

"The few people who came in here later were not so bad off /segregants from
Manzanar/. They were put together more or less in one place.”

TALK WITH NISEI GIRL, FRIEND OF MR. TAKAHASHI'S DAUGHTER - HELEN SASAJIMA

This girl, who is an intimate friend of Takahashi's daughter said that she felt
very badly that the Takahashi family had taken refuge in the hospital. It made
things worse. She wished she would come back to the colony because the longer they
stay out there, the worse it will be for them. Takahashi, at least, apparently, did
not solicit help from the Administration. According to Helen, soldiers came to their
home at night and told them that they would either have to leave camp and move to the
hospital or the authorities would not be responsible for their lives. (Will try to
check this.)
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GOSSIP IN BEAUTY SHOP - HELEN SASAJIMA

The two Nisei beauty operators told me about the petition to stop the hunger
strike which was circulated in their block Saturday. One of them had signed it. Both
appeared to be very sympathetic to the strikers.. Evidently, this petition was ini-
tiated some time Saturday before the strike was stopped. It has not been turned in
to the Administration.

.TALK WITH TWO NISEI GIRLS - KIMI HASHIMOTO

Two Nisei friends dropped in and gossiped during their noon hour. I asked about
some Old Tulean contacts but was told that they didn't mix with the Old Tuleans.
"They don't seem to have much in common with us.” Several girls in their office are
01ld Tuleans but they don't get along.

I was told again of the widespread rumor that Resegregationists are to be sent
to Poston. The rape scare is definitely dying down.

TALK WITH O'DAY

Besig said he couldn't see Dr. Miyamoto. The instructions from Washington were
that he couldn't see anyone except people he had seen before (on previous visit).

He said he already had enough evidence and within the next few days action will
be brought. He said he wasn't discouraged. He said Baldrin (N.Y. Head) hadn't written
to him at all about the Tule Lake business. He thinks Baldrin may have sold out to
WRA.

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Hunger Strike:

There's a certain amount of agitation going on. The people are taking an interest.
They have circulated a petition. It seems they've willing to sign. But I'm trying to
kill it. Because Mr. Best told me that the boys will be released within a month. That's
why I wanted to kill the agitation which may cause trouble and hardship to the Japanese
as well as to the Administration.

Mr. Best told me they will be released within a month. I told people if he doesn't
release the boys within a month they can have the petition already signed for presenta-
tion. In the meantime, if they present the petition to Mr. Best he will feel he's
being forced. -

If Mr. Best will only live up to his word and release the boys within a month
we'll have a different atmosphere.

The petition was explained to us in the mess hall. In general, it was in Japanese,
and is very difficult to translate properly - it states that the poor boys have been
kept in the stockade a long time and we would like them released. If they should die
it will be on our conscience. If the colony would get together and petition Mr. Best
to have them released, people would be grateful.

I couldn't find out who wrote it. So when I got this statement from Mr. Best,

I asked a man to deliver this message to the writer. They may stop it or they may
ecarry i1t through.

Some people have told me that Mr. Best cannot be relied upon. But I told them
it all depends on how we look at that person. I don't believe in high pressuring
a man 1f you can avoid it.

/f asked Mr. Kurihara what he had meant in our last talk by the term "dogs

in the stockade.'l/




TALK WITH TWO NISEI GIRLS - KIMI HASHIMOTO

My two girl friends who work in the Administration building dropped in today for
a gossip session. Both are more anxious to relocate than they were the last time I
saw them. Mary told me that the resegregation rumors were dying down. Moreover, there
were no particularly bad rumors about the Co-op flying around. Neither of the girls

mentioned the proposed indictments. A }4\_
O o ohnrda

TALK WITH FOUR NISEI GIRLS, MRS. MITZI »&az==%», LILLIAN M2&T, MISS B., MISS S.
Dalido Oy do | 5..4;_ jduM“(--ﬁ
Lilliam\Mameri,| one of g akeucks's friends had promised me to arrange a meeting
with Mrs. Mitzi . , the councilwoman from Topaz, and a strong anti-status quo per-
son. When Lillian and I axrived at her home, we found that a tea party had been
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So far I didn't want to be an informer. I didn't want to be called a dog. But
if anybody is seriously hurt or killed - why should I hesitate? My conscience tells
me as long as I shield him (Wakayama) I'm responsible to the public. As long as he's
at large he'll continue. But as long as he doesn't do it, I won't say a thing.

I've visited many people. The majority are considering. They're afraid some-
thing will happen. Those who have a mind of their own, they won't sign. Only one man
(with a mind of his own) has told me he had signed it.

Another thing I've heard from a most prominent person (in the pressure group),
he stated that they had a number of killers among themselves.l Why does he say that?

Today Wakayama is not respected in his block. The people are waking up to the
facts. They are not dumb. They see things. Of course, there are a few who are still
behind him. Even his wife has said that she wants to move away from that block.

(Kurihara has repeatedly implied that Wakayama is a criminal. But he never says
anything specific. Did Wakayama do something during the Manzanar riot of 1942 that
Kurihara has revealed to no one? Or was he involved in illegal activities when he was
secretary to the union local of Japanese fishermen at Terminal Island? Well, Kurihara
tells only what he feels like telling, so I shall pick up the pieces as they fall.)

TALK WITH TWO NISEI GIRLS - Kimi Hashimoto

My two Nisei friends paid a sick call on me today. Neither had even heard of the
petition.

Manzanar:

Kimi told me:

People blame Manzanar when anything happens. Every little beating and everything,
they blame on Manzanar.

éi. Later I heard from another person that the man who made this statement was Mr.
Tsuda, a young Buddhist priest, who had played a prominent role in the organiza-
tion of the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan./
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BRIEF MEZTING WITH MR. ODA - TALK WITH NOYES

At 10:00 Mr. Oda arrived and gave me the letters from XKawada, president
of the ¥skmky Hokoku, stating that the boys (friends of 0da) had resigned

from the organization. ¥exgxndednnananhathen xnggammadmhmahmimmﬁm&hmh&mm

hnhanaﬁhannunnnmammsmmmmmampmmmhhhm I immediately went to see Nqyes,

asking Mr. Oda to wait. I tried to explain the situation to Ncyes but
he said that the boys didan't have a chance in the werld. He repeated that
renunciaticn-in-itself is an overt act of hostility against the U. S.
government. Then ﬁe tcld me that he himself had started the rumeor that
all reniinceesfi might be interned in Santa Fe. He had hoped that tois would
stop the flcod of renunciations or get oecole to cancel them., If these
bpys wculld cancel thelr regunications they would dbe sahammﬂﬁwhm taken OLf
the 1list immediately.

T returned to my barrack room and gxveninpungda tcld Mr. Oda what
Noyes had said. Since it was xurgkk lunchtime, we arranged to meet and

talk azain this afterncon. Mr. Oda gave me the following letter:




DA NT I FNSEY

SETHEILY

ozmp
reschaa & Wigh pain i@ they @ant to ) e eobre to be

dora b, the Hdwinistr e Bettean fencing with the ir questions, I

LA A C e, T p )

usuR1ly “anoce £o.d ' RO97 Teny pdeiMaadey, The rrobable stimulus
for trdd 0311 ua2s the annonncambdh v vweesterdny that the Temities

would not be re-united end shet the girils veally wonted to find out

wes vhet was to be dore ts the remodndey of t€ocle in Tule Teka, Sinca

nobody knows this, I eouid nst he e mich, In euycsese T oot

additionel corroboration on the extrems stato of tansion snd worry over

to go oute "Soms of the reool¢ sre just worried to death,” s=aid

—————————

Her own orotrer joired tre got cut, and then joingd azo
= ’ >

L8

probably durite the rericd of extrame psrnie, ke, s3ys Kiml, 13 amgious

to zo0)"beosuse everybody else ras gone and k9 feels kind of furny

et hcrsfe;§ut Kimi vos very relacved to bher tr ke possibirity

of another olek-up wos rmost unl ke ly. She doesn't went him to go.

Evidently, the Lirst rcaction to the stoiccent that thers are to be

going to havc-en to ug?®

he repalationg

s 1sn &seured
re thet some of thne Joshi-den sere very toiu T veyy ective, They want
AT
to bx put in enother cenger with thoir brothers o rd husbards, shs said,
: ,

Y hNE . : Fl . g -
Both giy s acled v-geverel tiveg if verew 4f the Yokslu and Foshi-dan

Se— 8

Feople wirFet tot be tekel sut o tere end rut in ensther cericr some day,

Both orreed thot tha bie pick ur of €53 nen wss tia 2ost imp-rtaut factor

in upsettive the ocrs and that i tre exousion order had




#sRCa 17,

1,@1/%( that this

hapcen to

ot be é\cm o

psople who had

PREpeS

not renounced

TATK wITH LORIETIXO

Newg of Mon-reunitine of Fomilies

/ Most psople ex

pcdple cxproted to
/ ’&Geo talken ¢
they dicn't exrect
gurprise them at el

- -
pecte .
be rapocrens

¢

7

£ €

1

o
o =
€ A

2
£ 2
L e
1o

rotice of

When the Arnmy put uc the
;s Jugt o bluf

tidshi-don trought it =
Hosai-Giin

-

-

the

ans®

o

Pudblisiine of "rapu

—

nti

¥ell, of cauyce o everybody kook it
 hope the police w311 "rr“,L the lesderse
Tnastrct

to muie

I vias wonderine why the Adn
I rathey thourht it s tr’c“
which the Adnminictretisn docsr't wish,
poney over tho carpe. They hove tle U,.S
do snythting tley plesse, hy don't they
cgk them, "Plear—;e, don't do it

e a
-'- < L

Similarity of .gavn Psyciolony

(/‘

. Japangsa nal
On

That

)

The.
l ey

Jsc0i. They
_Property or ticir
“Tuie T"m).

) -
nave

( Y don't think anything will heg
\
Bugle Blowing

gen h

But the y
blow tleu
A d w2 t ‘(:6

tehind
That wrs

f 1ot of the
hlazing
Grer,
in t

6 ve ning

‘ :iidﬂ
i s¥d
Sﬂy,

xr

N\
.

et the
coming
CinPo
n RALY
(*hen I told /

1 fellcye n

~

Ving
IS

I'n working
wicowe (Hoko'wm)
gtil) tes't

in 7
a0
% &

; b AN
/ \

(
f; whe t haa ha

rar e

S R

to

tharc:“)

They =130 ssntec to

L 1ow

nN

re

mn

-
2
al

5%

mhkat would

tteir citisanshipe.

e Hoshi=dan

-1
i

ol t'xm ‘-o’s‘r‘-dsn At

15¢ 50

tis
)i

O
Hagni -dan not renunitine,

o

g ©

L)

o matter of ocourss, I

isn didn't put out e notica‘@"
the comp residents do somsthim
The edrministretion hes absg %
¢crind them, They

to it? They s

S s

put 8 stoc

u
n
IO

17

the caws, egbecio1ly the
1" t hosa in othsr oaies have
t's why they mouldn't comm (to

erg

Ve
t ne

ext twn wesks.

g hugles this moruning,
vI1T, I he2rd soms suy to
*It's no uza,” The lecder

they wonidn't blow acain,

cx, Theve ere sof many

1 responsible peonle

youns

are

aciijosus, he saild,

"te bsienzs

————

IS

'f-".xt{, Tle

struck,
virno




//Z, R. Hankey - Foteg = Tule 'zlm

TALK WITH TEREE TISST 07075 - K wna T 2adiieitn
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