¢ ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER
MoGehee, Arkansas

GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR
Week Ending July 51, 1948

Upon the return of the Project Director from the Denver
conference, many of the details of the segregation program were
explained to key members of the appointed personnel and to the
Chairmen of the Bloek Manegers and the Chairman of the ‘Community -
Oonnnii. The program will be explained again at a general meet-
ing of the appointed personnel, and in addition to this, an
educational campaign with reference to segregation is planned
for the appointed staff, Means for getting this information %o
the evacuees werecalso considered.

Up to the present time there does not seem to be any undue
apprehension on the part of the evacuees concerning segregation.
Most of them accept it as necessary, and there are very few com-
plaints. | The Welfare Department has started interviewing the
families of the first group that will go to the Tule lake Center.
Thé center residents are naturally greatly interested in segrega-
tion but very few of them appear to have s hostile attitude
toward it. The Community Coug mssed a resolution re-
questing that those deelis
sent to the Tule Lake ‘

the Director at the Denwve
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The reduction in evacuee employees is still ahead of
schedule ‘nd there has been little disturbance over it. However,
many of the evacuees still consider this redustion an attempt %o
foree them to leave the center.

Only 24 persons left the cemter during the week to take
employment. Twenty-one of these were granted indefinite leave.

The Aigh Sehool held its commencement exercises last Fri-
day night, and 152 students received their diplomas.

The drouth continues and the truck orops are being severely

damaged .
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR |
Week Ending August 7, 1943

The segregation program is progressing smoothly and en
schedule. All repatriates and expatriates and their families
have been hﬂr_ﬂm by the Welfare staff. There are approxi-
mately 600 of these cases.

All those who answered "No" to question 28 and did not
ohange their answers before July 15 have been interviewed by the
Segregation Board. Approximately 88X of these are heing seat to
Tule Lake. Most of them did not wish to change their answers.
Few of those who had changed could mot give satisfactory reasens
as to why they delayed so long in changing. More than 50% of
those answering "No" were Kibei or had a definite Japanese back-
ground, There are 115 persons in the "No" group. Those in this
olass who will go to Tule lake will be interviewed next week by
the Welfare Department.

There has recently been a sharp inorease in the number of
persons asking for repatriation or expatriation. kore than 260
have made this request since July 1. There were approximtely
100 this week. The reason for this large increase in the mumber
of applications to return to Japan is not known. Some are rela-
tives of others who had previously applied for repatriation,
some are those who answered question 28 in the negative but had
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delayed their applications. However, it is bglieved that many
others are applying for repatriation.

The number relooating increased this week over last.

66 persons left the center to take employmenis 40 of these were
granted indefinite leamve., BSegregation does not yet seem to have
hindered the relocation program but it is thought that it will
cause & temporary lull Mn long.

The Eﬂnﬂﬁl_@#_%l has seleoted an Advisory Segregation
Comunittee composed of repatriates and those who are not to go %o
Tule lake. The people are accepting the segregation program
ealmly and in & reasonable manner. There are no indications
that any undue diffioculties will be experienced in ecarrying it

out,

There has been little change recently in local public

- i

opinion concerning the ewacuees. However, & short time agoe the

Arimnsas State Convention of the American Legion passed an antl-
Japanese resolution.

Saturday, two Arkansas congressmen, Oren Harris and
W. B. Norrell, and several prominent looal citigens from nearby
towns visited the center. The visit was not in the mature of
an investigation but was to obtain general information and to
disouss the possibility of improving the highway to the eenter.
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRSCTOR
Week Ending August 14, 1943
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The segregation program continues to make good progress.
This week the Welfare Department has been interviewing the fanilies

of those in Group 2 who will go to Tule lake. These interviews are
about 26% complete. Leave clearance hearings have been resumed and

will be continued next week. The Board for hearing these cases has
now been divided into two sestions of three persons each.

Expatriates and repatriates and their fanilies who will go
to Tule lake number 561. In addition to these, there will be approxi-
mately another 100 and their families who will go as the result of
the segregation hearings. This week there were 72 additiomal appli-
cations for repatriation or expatriation. Sinee July 1 there have
been approximately 300 of these late requests.

Center residents continue to take segregation calmly. The
cooperation of evacuee leaders has been good up to this time. The
Evacuse Segregation Advisory Committee is having its first meeting
this afternoon. The evacuees seem very well informed concerning
segregation. A few amnouncements have been made to clear up uncer-
tain points but alarming rumors have been L few. It has been found

S
L

that these are best killed by the evacuee leaders having easy access
to the Project Director's office or by information which comes direct
from that source.
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Departures for outside employment increased considerably

e e e emin

over last week. Approximately 100 persons left for this purpose,

80 of these were granted seasonal leave. 72 in this group left in
two special coaches for Grand Junction, Colerade, to help harvest
peaches and tomatoes. Transportation was provided by Federal Work
Agency. This is the largest number that has left in one group to
date.

Some dilficulty was encountered with reference to the right-
of-my for the drainage canal now under construetion. This matter
was cleared up and the work is progressing satisfactorily.

Crops have been severely damaged by extremely ary, het
weather and the yield hae been considerably reduced. A fairly good
min fell Monday but crops are agin in need of water. The harvest-
ing of green peppers, mtermelons, and canteloupes is now under way.
late vegetable orops are being planted but this work is being
greatly hindered by dry weather. Irrigation on the farm is being

expanded .



Week Cﬂh‘t“ut 21, 1943

The segregetion program has been making satisfestory
progress. There seems to be very little ﬁoit.ﬁt or resent-
ment because of it. In fact, there are indications that most
of the ocenter residents approve and that the ma jority of those
going to Tule Iake do not object.

The ms jority of the people still take segregation as a
matter of course. Some of them who are rems ining here are con-
cerned because they are afraid that they may be crowded into
smaller guarters when the new residents arrive. This concern is
inereased by the fact that when the families expanded into other
units some of them made rather elaborate improvements and if
they are now foreed back into their .origi.ml quarters, much of
this work will be lost. However, it is believed that thie
problem can be worked out without undue diffiesulty.

As we have previously reported, ell families in Group #1
have been interviewed by the Welfare Department, and all persons
in Group #2 have received segregation hearings. The interview-
ing of families in Group /2 by the Welfare Department was also
completed this week. Medical cases in Group #1 vhich will re=
quire speoial attention have been determined. Leave clearance
hearings were held this week and these will be continued. As
of Saturday night, 772 people were slated to go to Tule Iake.
216 of these were those who answered "no" to Question 28, and
members of their immediate families who are to acocompany them.
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The distribution of the segregation pamphlets in English
" and Japanese was delayed until this week because of certain
statoments in them which did not check with other instructions
concerning segregation. At the time the pamphlets were dis-
tributed the Project Director mde a statement explaining the
discrepancies. The evacueo Advisory Segregation Committee has
been active in informing the people with reference to the pro-
gram. Meetings .h: various blooks have been held, and the co~
operation of this group has been helpful.

During the week there were only 33 new applications for
repatristion or expatriation. This is less than half the number
of the previous week. Our oonoern over this situation has
decreased since it is becoming evident that most of the new
applicants are olose relatives of those who are going %o Tule
lake. What at first appearsd to be a rather alarming rush for
repatriation and expatriation has subsided into only a normal
number of requests.

Relooation continues at its customary pace. Approxi-
mtely 70 persons left the center to take outside employment.
Most of these were granted indefinite leave. Diffioculty in
finding suitable jobs and locatioms for men with families is
still being encountered. Onme encouraging factor is a definite
inorease in interest in relocation. This has taken an upmard
swing in the last few weeks and it is probably influenced some-
what by segregation.
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A week or so ago a story deseribing a baseball game be-
tween evacuees and an outside team appeared in the JUIPOSI.
This story conta ined u-l uncomplimentary remarks oconceraing
the opposing team and these were criticiszed by the MoGEHEE
TIMES. In the same issue the lcGehee paper carried aan editorial
uuqluu the conduet of evacuees who came to town to shop.
Apparently the baseball story was the spark which set off the
edivorial. It is too early yet to tell what the effect of this
adverse publioity will be.
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR

Week ending August 28, 1843

The most important event of the week was the preparation
for the departure of those leaving on the Gripsholm. There are
63 in this group from this center. In spite of the short %time
allowed for preparation, all arrangements were made by Saturday
afternoon and the pecple were ready to leave next day. Department
of State and Customs representatives arrived Friday and that after-
noon and the following day all records were cleared and the hold
bagpage of the departing persons was inspected by the Customs
people. This baggage was kept under guard Friday and Saturday
nights. The people leaving are nmot %o be placed under guard until
Sunday, the day they are to leave. There was no undue difficulty
‘or confusion with reference to the departure except that resulting
from the shortness of the time allowed for making all the neces-
sary arrangements.

The lwwn continues to make good progress.
It has been necessary %o quiet a few rumors. This has been done
by statements by the Pro jeet Director to individuals, committees,
and by announcements printed in the OUTPOST, The Ewacuee Segrega=-
tion Committee has been active in keeping the people informed
about segregation and has been of considerable assistance as a
connecting link between the ndmtnlltuti.onr and the evacuees. lNost
of the reguests and recommendations of the Committee have beem

fairly reasonable,
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The housing survey has been completed but the data has not
yet been tabulated. No interviewing of those in Group III was done

during the week but this work will be resumed within a short time.
Relocation continues at the usual rate. 62 left this week

to take employment. $8 of these were granted indefinite leave.
Prospects for the relooation program seem brighter at this time.
There is a definite increase in interest on the part of the evacuses
and segregation does not seem to have yet hindered relocation. If
the increased interest in relocation which became evident a week
or so ago continues to grow, it is believed that the number leaving
the oenter will take an upward swing.

The most severe anugg_tm State las experienced in many

years continues and is doing heavy damage to crops on the projeet
farm. However, the improvised irrigation system is proving very
helpful, and with its aild it is believed that a fair amount of
vegetables will be raised. The project camnery is now in opera-
tion. An effort is being made to save in this way as muoh of the
tomato orop as possible.
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR

Week ending September 4, 1948

rh_oii_!h_o_lz_ people left Sunday, August 26. Except for one

inoident, which was immediately reported to the Direstor, their

departure was without undue confusion.

-

1"\ For a few hours before the people left, they were under

" military guard in one of the mess halls. A large crowd mad gathered

on the outside and some were talking through the windows to those

who were leaving. The windows were soreemed. Une of the guards

poticed & man on the outside writing a note or letter on paper held

against a window. When the guerd questioned the writer, he attempted

to destroy the note. The M.P. interfered and took the man inte the

mess hall and most of the letter was recovered. Whem taken inte

the mess hall, the writer took something from his pocket and swal-

lowed 1%, and it is supposed this was another note or part of the

one that was recovered,

A hasty translation revealed that the letter contained:

1.
2.

S.
4.

greetings to the Japanese Diet '
the opinien that the U.S. should be made to pay for the

losses caused by evaocuation

the hope that Japan would be suscessful in her present
undertaking, and

a request that Japanese in the U.S. be motified what they
might do to help Japan in the war.

The writer claimed that the message was of a personal nmature

and that he had been asked to deliver it to one of the departing

families.

This family claimed to kmow nothing of it.
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The writer of the note was arrested and placed in jail at
Arkansas City. The looal FBI agent was notified but he had very
little time to question those leaving on the train for Jersey Gity.
The FBI is continuing its investization. The writer of the letter
is 87 years old, married, and has three childrea. He is an alien
and answered "Yes"™ to guestion 28 but later changed his answer to
'l_o". His wife is a citigen who answered "No™ to gquestion 28,

In spite of the fact that the time of departure of the first
Tule Lake train was ‘nlmud one week to September 14, the m—
tion program is progressing smoothly. The segregation committee
is continuing its valuable work. Other center residemts are co-
operating satisfactorily. Train and car lists have been made up.
Preparations for the distribution of crating and packing materials
have been completed. There is mo unusual confusion on the part of
the evacuees and there seems to be no epposition. The work of the
Information Specialists is being outlined and information for their
use has boen collected.

Relocation during the week was normal. 55 persons left the
genter. 39 of these were granted indefinite leaves. Selected
films to encourage relocation were shown. Attendance was around
1500 and the audience was made up largely of adults. Mny of the
people expected more detailed and specifioc information. These
films are helpful in giving general information but it is doubtful
whether it is advisable to advertise them teo widely as relocation
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films. There is a strong tendency on the part of the people to be
suspicious of anything that might be construed as an attempt to /
high pressure them into relocating.
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR
Week end ing September 11, 1843

Final preparations for the departure of the first trainload
of 433 sm were made this week. Car and block lists were
mr:m mimeographed, and copies were given to the block
mnagers and members of the segregation committee. Exhibit 13 as
shown in the Manwal of Operations was mimeographed, and the heid
of sach family leaving on the first train recelved a copy.

The Information Specialists were organized with the Super-
intendent of BAucation heading this group. These people were
given all awmilable information coneerning the program, and Satur-
day afternoon they went into the blocks and interviewed each
family head scheduled to leave September 14. At this time practi-
eally all the freight had been prepared for shipment and the boxes
and orates were checked to see that they were properly nrm.

Iast minute instructions were given --i family head concerning
time and manner of ocollection of freight and cheskable bagzgage,

and it was also explained in detail how the segregants would be
transported to the train on the day of departure. Work of colleot~
ing all files and information on each case was being dene according
to sohedule, and 1t does not appear that there will be any delay
in this matter.

The segregation committee continued its excellent work and
the block mamagers alse played a very important part in the
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nntm being made. The cooperation of these two groups was
very satisfastory, and the attitude of the segregants and the cen-
ter people as & whole ms good.

Applications for M | declined this week when only
11 persons filed these requests.

On Menday morning, 55 persons whe had been scheduld to
sail on the Gripsholm returned to this center. They were met in
HoGehee early in the morning and were brought to the center by
truck and 4istriduted in the blocks where they eould be conveni-
ently housed. Fifteon of these people were from this center and
the rem inder were from warious other pro jects. Mny of these
people were disappointed because they were not allowed to make
the journey. The baggage of several of tluihd already been
losded on the Oripsholm before it was determined that they would
70t be adle o sail, and the boat salled with all their personal
offects. Some of these people ad preotioally nothing except the
elothes they wore. This ocaused quite a bit of critiecism and re~
sentment. The shapter of the Red Cross which operates in the
eanter assisted these people in obtaining meny of their neeses-
sities. This group is scheduled to depart on the first train.

The number of pecple relocating declined this week. Only

—-‘--.__‘.“—-“’

62 persons were granted leave, and approximately half of these

weat out to take seasonmal worik. Interest in releocation dces not

seem to be as high as it was but it is believed that as soon as
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the exoitement over segregation dies down it will increase.
Speaial relocation films were shown during the week, both
in the three regular center movies and also at a special showing
which was well advertised and attended. Approximately 1500 persons
came to the special showing, most of whom were adults. The films
had been advertised as relocation information. The people did not
soem to be partioularly impressed. In faot, there seems to be some
evidence that they were disappointed because thy did not receive
more definite information concerning relocation possibilities ia
different seotions of the country. These films were of interest
to the peopls, but it ie believed that they should not be played
up too b.‘.ghly as relocation plstures and should be used more as
part of the visuml education fbf adults.



ROHWER RELOCATION GENTER s

GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR
Wesk ending Septesber 18, 1943

The big event of the week was the departure of 435 segre-
pnt{__hr Tule iake. All freight was picked up Sunday and trans-
Gonsultants were in each block at the time the freight wes picked
up. These men ohecked the freight ageinst the transportation
requests and gave receipis to the owners.

Monday morning two baggage nh were ipttoﬁ near the
project. All cheskable baggage was collected. Informtion Com-
sultants in each block estimated the amount of baggage allowed
and cheoked it to see that it was properly marked, cnﬂ tagged it
with baggage cheoks. Check stubs were given to the owners as
their receipts. It developed that the twe cars would not hold all
the baggage and ancther car was regquested and received the latter
part of the afterncon. Some difficulty was encountered because
some families were inclined %o send an excess amount of checkable

baggage and also because they attempted to send property as

baggage which really should have gome as freight.
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had mot arrived. By the time the first 4 or 5 truckloads had come
in from the blecks, the project officials had been advised that
the train would be at least two hours late. This halted operations,
and some confusion resulted. However, there was nothing of a
serious nature. MNost of the trucks left their first load of people
near the railroad tracks and went back and picked up their second
and last load. The segregants were given identification tags -
showing their names and car number as they entered the trucks.

As soon a8 the train arrived and the ﬁrc were properly
spotted, loadinz began. The ear np-hi.u had prepared in adwance
the seating arrangements for cu.uh family group or individual
and names were placed on the seats they were to occcupy. This
helped keep down confusion after the people entered the coaches.
The segregation committee and the block -“s." assisted in
loading the baggage and ohecking those who entered the coaches.
One of the monitors checked by name every person who entered
each comch. After all persons had been seated, another check
was completed, and later a count by the Military Police was made,
and in this way there was little or no chance for error. Files
for each segregant were ocompleted before they left and these were
formarded to Tule lake on the special train. A large crowd was
present when the train left but the departure was orderly.

The list has been completed for those leaving this center
on the next trip which is scheduled for October 7. At this time
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this list is composed of 163 cases which include 366 individuals.
Changes in the present list will probably be made before this
train leaves.

The number of people relocating dnﬁd this week when

only 36 people left the center. Seven of these went out on
seasonal leave. It is thought that some of this drop in reloca«

tion is due to segregation.
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~ There ws little sotivity with reference to segregation
this week. However, by Saturday afternoon, train and car lists for
the second trein had been prepared and forwarded to Tule laka.
This train is scheduled to leave Ostober 7. At the present time
417 persons are to leave im this group. 41 of these will be from
Jerome.

Segregation hearings were held for four Clyl during this
week. The segregation th was divided into two panels of
three persons each, and each panel averaged slightly more than
four interviews each morning. It was recommended that leave
clearance be denied for ijypozmaoly 1/8 of the cases heard.

Farm operations continued at a normal pace. Prospecis

for a late crop of vegetables are good. Most of these are leaf
vegetables, such as cabbage, Swise ohard, Chinese eabbage,
broceoli, mustard, and turnips. Irrigation was used to obtain a
stand of most of these crops. Because of the drought, germination
of seed would have been practioally impossible without artifieial
wtering, It is also expested that thers will be emough late
tomtoes grown for table use, but it is doubtful whether produc~
tion will be high emough to justify eanning.

The epidemio which resulted in the loss of a substantial
nuaber of hogs has been under control for some time, and it is
planned to start slaughtering within a week or two.
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The project campaign in the Third War loan Drive was very
successful. Total figures have not yet hu;ur;dﬂh, but as of
Septesber 25, bond sales totalling 46% of the projet payroll had
been made. This inoluded payroll deductions. MNore than
$11,000.00 in bonds had been sold, in addition %o payroll deduc~
tions. The total for both types of sales for the menth, as of
September 25, was §16,660.86. As of that date, 142 persons were
on the projeet payrell and 137 were buying bonds through payroll
allotments, and 130 made cash purchases of bonds during the special

drive.
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR
Week ending Ostober 2, 1943

The segregation program comtinued without unusual develep-

ments. Final plans for the departure of the second traiam from
‘thu pro ject on October 7 have been made. The second group will
be composed of 371 persoms from this project and 40 from Jerome.
The trein will piek up the people frem the Jerome project in the
moraing and is expected to arrive at this project by 1 o'ecleeck

in the afternocon. It is planned to have baggage cars spotted here
homly morning before the arrival of the rest of the train se
that baggage may be loaded before the segregants board the trainm
here. The baggage of the Jerome people will be brought over by
truck., Freight will be picked up Tuesday to be carried to the
warehouse for lhimt. and the baggage will be ploked up Wednes-
aay. '

The WRA representative from this projeet who acceompanied
the first train to Tule lake and returned with another group of
Tule Lake people to Jereome, reported an wneventful trip, When
the Rohwer train arrived at Tule Lake, even the baggage checked
out perfectly. Mr. James F. Rains, Assistant Project Direster,
is expected to mccompany the train leaving on October 7.

Fifty people who romtiy came from Tule lake, transferred
from the Yerome project to this center. It is expected #ere will

be more of these transfers in the future.
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Leave clearance hearings have been temporarily suspended
-_________‘.._-m-m-—ﬂ-“ .

until after the departure of the second group of segregants.

Up to this un_o, recommendations on 116 cases have been returned
to Washington, and 15 bave been sent to the field offices.

26 cases are being held, pending preparation of transeripts and
recommendations. No hearings have yet bean held on 88 cases
whose dockets have been received from the Washington office. It
is expected that it will be necessary to hold more than 400 addi-
tional hearings for persons in Group III. It is alse estimated
tha ¢t approximately 450 persons who were ia this group will go te
Tule lake after the mass movement has been completed. !

During this week 30 people left on indefinite leave, and

6 on seasonal leave. This is about the average for the last
three weeks. It is hoped that the number will inerease as soon

a8 segregation has been completed.



The firet thres days were devoted %o fiml arzemgmmente
for the depurture of the second segregation tmaim fyom this
project. The train wms spotted at 12:30 P Thureday end
loading operations begn at 12:45. The segregants from Jorome
arrived as per sehedule ani the trein departed ot 2:30 il

@th the first phase of the segremtion progrm completed,
atbontion has egain been turmed to holding leave clearence
hearings anl & muber of ceses have been scheduled whieh will
bo completod next weeke

The wood cutting evews have been organizad and this
pogren 15 @otting under way to guther & vimter spply of
fuel for the project. This will bo & rather largs mogenm
as =004 is used for heating all evacuse spartments,

During this week there were 19 pecple left on indefinite
loawe anl J on seasonnl leave,
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\ Week ending Odtober 16, 1943 (

.
Project operations during the week continued in & routine

manner. After the departure of the segregation train the previous

week, interest in the segregation program began %o subside. Leave

M more cases are being scheduled

Wﬁm !w npirﬁ%- or roptrhtm since October 1,

and it is believed that there will be few of these applications in
the future.

he ber lea eh week for outside le
The number leaving each we haiEe upiepms

slowly decreasing., People are still interested in relocation but
most of those left in the center do mot at this time see their wy
eclear to resettle. Efforts to stimulate interest in relocation
are continuing.

Recruiting efficers from tho_‘l_a_g_hn made several visits
in this center but little interest has been shown by the evacuees.
Most of the girls who are of the type that would be interested in
enlisting have already relocated, and most of those remaining in
the center are not inclined to join, or have family obligations
which make it difficult for them to do se.

A killing frost which came three weeks ahead of the normal

I
time did serious dammge to late vegetable crops. 15600 er 2000
bushels of late tomatoes were ruined, 12 acres of beans were killed,
and & small screage of potatoes was lost. ILeaf vegetables did net

suffer greatly.
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Week ending October 25, 1943

_Leave clearance hearings have bni ;poodtd up. last week
68 of thes:h-_or: held, while previcusly omly 32 were scheduled each .
week., It is expected thet these hearings will continue at last
week's rate until they are completed. As of October 235, 146 trans=-
eripts of heerings and recommends tiocns had been returned to the
Washington offlice, 131 cases were pending. In 84 of these, inter-
views had beem held but either the transeripts or the recommends tions
!nd not besn completed.

During the week, 26 persons were granted indefinite leave,

and 19, ssasonal leave. This is a slight increase over the last
two or three weeks, and the project Leave Officer reports that
interest in relecation seems to be on the increase. However, it is
not known what relocation trends will be during the winter months.
Two new doctors have been added %o the appointed porlmol

of the hospital staff. These will repilace two evaouee doctors whe

are preparing te go out on indefinite leave. This leaves only one
evaocuee physioian, and he is so cld that it is di.ﬂ‘_i.«lt for him
to render full time service. The evacuees have been somewhat dis-
turbed over the scarcity of the doctors, and the arriwal of the

two new physiclans should, to some degree, decrease their fears.
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GENERAL COMMENT l!-EROch! DIRECTOR
Week Ending October 30; 1943

There were 42 leave clearance hearings during the week.
This was considerably less than the number planned, but all-cases
were heard for which dockets had been received, There were no
hearings on Friday and Saturday because additional dockets had
not arrived, In a few cases the Joint Board has already denied
elearance but no reasons were given for the denial, If this
information were provided; interviews in these cases would be

much more effective, Lack of competent stenographic help is a
problem in conducting these hesarings,

Thcﬁga_gi_gggg!gy which has been stationed here since the
center opened, will leave November 1 on a new assigmment of duty.
It will be replaced by part of the troops now stationed at the
Jerome Project, Relations with the original company were excep-
tionally cordial and we trust that a similar spirit of friendship
will develop with reference to the new troops when they arrive.

The fuel problem is again confronting the center. Conferences °
have been held with evacuee leaders and plans have been worked
out which are expected to supply an adequate amount of wood,
Workers are alrud; being transferred from other sectiors to the

wood cutting crews,
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Week Ending November 6, 1943 :
One of the most important developments of the/) - fuﬁﬂkfaj*

week was a dispute between certain center residents and 0

the evacuee officials of the 00@pera§§!:_zntcr!£iggs.

There had been some friction between these two groups

for some time, and the situation came to a head when

a Coop. accountant and one of the store managers were

dismissed. After the dismissal of the employees, anony=-

mous notices appeared in the blocks threatening the

General Manager of the Coop. unless he resigned. These

notices appeared last Sunday, but the General Manager

has not resigned, and the threats against his person

have not been carried out, This situation is being

given a thorough investigation, and as soon as th;

true facts are known, a special repert on this subjeect

will be forwarded te the Washington Office. It is not

believed that any serious trouble will develop over

this 1ncidlnt;
Only 17 leave clearance hearings were held dur-

ing the week., The drastic reduction in the number of

hearings was due to the fact that additional dockets

were not received from Washington, As we reported in

our last Weekly Summary, it would be very helpful if

the reasons for the refusal of the Joint Board to re=-




|

Weekly Report | : Page 2

commend leave clearance were made part of the docket
when it is referred to this projeet for investigatien,

An election of Block Managers was held last
Nonday, and six new managers were elsted. The Seshes
chairman of this group had left the center on sezsonal
leave, and a new man was eleeted for this position, It
is believed he 1is well suited for the job, and he has
the respect of both the appointed personnel and the
evacuees. A Community Council election will be held
next week,

The change in thnt:iiifzzz_gggggégna effected
without undue comment on the part of the evacuees, and
there seems to be very little interest in this ineident.

Local papers have carried several items concern-
ing the situation at Tulouffgn, but the news was not
given an;;;“;;;;:;;::mwgikiowreports have beem somewhat
more sensational than the stores appearing in the news-
papers, As a whole the aausreonearnin; the Tule Lake
situation has been handled with restraint,

An annual commemorating the first anniversary
of the project has been prepared by the newspaper staff,
and coples of this will be forwarded to the Washington

Office within a short time,
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Week ending November 13, 1943

looal papers continued to carry stories of the hft_ublo

at Tule lake. This news was not given undue prominence, but it
is believed that it will have an adverse effect on loeal publie
opinion. Many people will not make the proper distinetion between
the-Tule lake center and the reloeation centers. loeal papers
did not use much of the sensatiomal material which was played up
by the West Coast ;npﬁ.

Nr. Frank Cross of the Washington office and Mr. Harry

———————

Weiss, lo;l.oml Reports Officer from Cleveland, spent several
days at the center. Mr. Cross held two disoussions concerning
inf:ﬁrgrﬂon_ ;opg__rol_ogﬁt_m and its distribution. Ome of these
meetings was attended by the chairman of the bloock managers, the
chairman of the community couneil, and the chairman of the
evacuee relooation committee. Ii was agreed that most of the
informational material would be distributed by the ro_loutian
committee with the assistance of the block managers.

Only twenty leave clearance huring were held during the
week, although tho- noklyquh-s u. The reduced number was
due to the fact that a sufficient number of dockets were net re-
ceived from the Washington office. |

The dispute between certain ewacuee leaders and evacuee

officials ef the Co-op has died down, and it is believed there
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will be no serious complioations from this incident. However, an
investigation of the matter is ocontinuing.

The Assistant Project Director in charge of Community Manage-
ment, attended an annual meeting of the QGhristian World Institute
which was held at Kansas City, October 31 to November 7. He mde

a series of mam addresses and led several discussioms.
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| Week ending November 20, 1948

Thi.rty.lnu slearance hgggi!__wgro held this week. Ais of
Hovember 17, tﬂnliripi;_.;; recommendations on 2356 oases hed bheen
forwarded to Washington. A decision by the Washington Board had
been received on 84 of these. This left 161 cases on which deci-
sions were pending. The leave clearance program is still Leing
delayed by lack of dockets being forwarded from the Washingten
office.

Relocation improved somewhat this week when 36 people left
to take outside employment. All but two or three of these were
granted indefinite leave. The continuation of the segregation
program is a serious handicap to reloeation. Many of those who

are interested in leaving the center are on the "stop" list and

are awaiting leave clearance hearings and, consequeatly, they
eannot make any definite plans. A few names are also being added
from time to time to the "stop" list and this maintains a feeling
of insecurity. At this time there are approximately 600 persons
on the list. These, together with their families, conskitute
a fair peroentage of the ontu“ppnhtlon. As long as the future
of this meny of the center residents is so uncertein, it is diffi-
sult for the relocation program to make satisfactory progress.

The work of wood cutting is progressing satisfuctorily and

it is believed there will be no great difficulty with reference
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to fuel this winter. Many workers have been transferred from farm
work to the wood outting pro jeot. .

A 8-~day leadership institute was held this week. The chief
ob jeot was to dm the center and among Japanese
uoﬁum who have relocated. The following persons from outside
the center participated: Mr. George Corwin of New York City whe
is YMCA director for reloocation centers; Mr. Armo Haack of St. Louis,
executive secretary of Washington University YMCA and YWCA; and
Dr. J. B. Thompson of Norman, Oklahoma, minister of the First
Presbyterian Church of Norman. Meetings were held at the senior
high l;hbbl, and a special effort was made to reach leaders and
officials of sehool organizations. Meetings were also held for
ministers of the omﬁr ehturoh.l, and for lay leaders such as
councilmen, block managers, interml security, welfare, co-op,

education, and hospitel.
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Week ending November 27, 1043 Fe, (ﬂ"o)

Leave olearnuge Leariugs were completed according to sehedule

this week when 64 ilaterviews were held. This schedule places a rather
heavy burden on the interviewing committees and especially on the
stenographie help, but it is believed that it can be maintained if

& sufficient number of dockets are received -fren Washington.

Plans are being made to assist the Relocation Team in its

work when it arrives here December 2. It is too early yot to tell
what the reaction of the people will be %o this campaign.

The first serious accident at this project occurred this week

when the head of the Mess Section was driving from McGehee with
five evacuees in a pickup truck. In attempting to stop quiekly as
an oncoming truck started aecross a bridge whi.ch it was approaching,
the WRA trueck skidded in loose gnv’ol and turned across the hizhway
and was struek by the larger truck coming from the opposite directien.
Three of the passengers were thrown from the truck, and one woman
suffered internal injuries from which she died within a few hours.
Another woman suffered & broken shoulder, and ome of the men was
rather severely bruised, Up %o this time there have been no indica~-
tions that center residents bhﬁ the pro ject administration or the
Seotion head for the fatal acoident.

There was & new development with reference to the dispute

over the Co-op management this week. The Co-op blook delegates

ealled & special meeting by petition, as provided in the by-laws,
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and at this meeting, some of the directors and the mamager of the
Co=op submitted their resignations. The delegates then I;I"i.d :
a temporary Board of Directors to serve until a permanent Board
could be elected. There will doubtless be some new developments
with reference to this mtter, and when all the faocts have been

determined, they will be reported to the Washington office.
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Week ending December 4, 1043

The chief svent of the week was the arriwl of the advisery |
relocation team composed of officials from the Washington office and Fubtea (1)
the relocation field offices. This group arrived early on the morning
of December 2, and met with the ewacuee relocation committee, the
chairmen of the block managers, the chairman of the community couneil,
and some of the administrative employees. The results of the first
meeting with ewcuee lsaders were sgtisfactory. A frank discussion
of the reloeation problem was held, and different problems were dis-
cussed from the standpoint of field offices and the center residents.
That afternoon there was a brief meeting for office workers; and that
night a special meeting for all members of the community couneil and
all the block managers. Approximately 650% of the blook managers and
councilmen attended, and the audience seemed well impressed with the
program which was presented.

On Priday morning, December 3, conferences with individuals
interested in relocation were held, and the relocation team again met
with the evacuee relocation committee., There was a meeting for high
school students that afternoon; and that night a general meeting for
the residents of five blocks was held in one of the mess halls.

On Saturday, individual conferences were continued, and there
was another meeting primarily for teachers, which was exceptionally

well attended; and that night there was another general meeting for
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five more blocks. The general meetings for the combined blocks were
fairly well attended. The Friday night audience was a representative
group, but the Saturday night meeting was attended mostly by younger
people.

Up %o this time, the work of the relocation team is mking
satisfactory progress, and it is thought that much good will result
if the campnign follows the present trend. It is believed that this
work will not result in an immediate rush of people who wish to
relocate, but we are of the opinion that it will be very helpful in
the long run. If it were mot for the time of year, close to the
holiday season, there would probably be an immediate inorease in the
number of relocatees. The general remotion to the two films shown
has been good.

There have been no new developments with reference to the
Co-op controversy, but the regular a.uul meeting of Co-op delegates
is scheduled for December 7, and more information may be obtained
after that date.

There is attached an advanced schedule of the activities of
the roMthn team.



SCHEDULE OF MEETIIGS OF RELOCATION INFORIMATION GROUP COLPOSED OF
HAROLD FISTERE, ZLMER SHIRRELL, DR. 'P. A. WEBER, PHILIP BARBER,
AND MISS GRETCHEN VAIT TASSEL

DECEMBER 2 = THURSDAY
9 AM. - Council Committee on Study of Relocation Problems -
Ad Bldg. 52
2 P.M. - Office workers - Ad Bldg. #2
7:30 P.M. = Comrunity Council and Block Managers = kess Hall 31

- FRIDAY
. = Those interested in immediate relocation = individual
conferences at Leave Conlerence Room in Ad Bldg. #2
= Iligh School students = less Hall 35
M. = Bloeks 1, 15, 16, 17, and 29 in Mess Hall 31

DECEIBER 4 - SATURDAY
oM. = Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 1, 15,
16, 17, and 29 in P«S. HRI1 1&
« = Teachers - Lkiess Hall 356
P.M. = Bloeks 2, 3, 4, 13, and 14 in Mess Hall 31

- MONDAY
- Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 2, 3, 4,
18, and) 14, in P.8. Hall 186
2 P.l. - Agricultural workers - P.S. Hall 15
T7:30 P.M., = Blocks 19; 20, 27, 28, and 32 in lless Hall '35

DECENBER 7 = TUESDAY
9 A.M. - Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 19, 20,
27 28, and S2 in P.5. Hall 33

DECELBER 8 - WEDNESDAY
9 A.M. - Those interested in immediate relocation - individual
conferences at Leave Conference Room in Ad Bldg. 32
M. = Agricultural workers = P,S8. Hall 33
.M. = Blocks 33, 34, 38, 39, 40, and 41 in less Hall 35

9 - TIIURSDAY
I« = Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 33, 34,
38, 39, 40, and 41 in P.S5. Hall 33
,E. - Industrial workers - P.S. Hall 33
0 PsM. = Blocks 9, 10, 23, 24, 25, and 26 in Mess Hall 45

0 = FRIDAY
« = Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 9, 10,
23, 24, 25, and 26 in P.S. Hall 10
2P, = Agricultural workers in P.S. Hall 10
7:80 P.M. = Blocks &5, 6, T, B, 11, and 12 in Mess Hall B35

DECELBER 11 - SATURDAY
9 A.i. - Individual conferences for persons from Blocks 5, 6,
Ty 8y 11, and 12730 P8 Hall 10
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The work of the relocation team continued with satis-
factory results throughout the week, and its program was
completed Saturday. As was stated in last week's summary,
1t is believed that substantial benefits will result from
the effort of this group. It did not result in an immediate
rush of people who wish to leave this center, but it is
believed that the information that was made avail#blo will
be very helpful in the long run in assisting poopit to make
up their minds whether they want to leave the center. If
it were not for the winter season and the approaching holi-
days, it is believed that more immediate r;sults would be
evident.

One of the most important effects of the work of
the rolocatioﬁ team was the influence that it had on the
evacuee committee. This committee had just been reorganized
a few days before the team arrived, and the meetings and
discussions with fho relocation team did much to make it
a more effective organization. By these meetings, the
committee members became actively engaged in relocation
work and closely identified with the program; and this, in
itself, is of considerable importance.

In general, the approach of the relocation field
officers was good, and the work of Dr. Weber was excellent.
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The pictures and the displays which were provided by the
representative of the Reports Office created considerable
interest and again demonstrated the fact that these are
one of the best sources of information. The attendance
at most of the meetings for groups such as agricultural
workers, industrial workers, ete., was rather small; and
the number of people coming in for personal interviews
was not as great as was expected. Some of the night meet-
ings were well attended and some were not, and it is not
known exactly why this was true. At one meeting, there
were approximately 400 people; and the following night
there were probably 2;0. Some of the nights, only fifty or
sixty came, In all, it is estimated that approximately
1100 adults attended at least one of the meetings. This
comprises approximately 40¢ of all potential adult reloca-
tees. The cooperation of the evacuee relocation committee,
the community council, and the block managers was excellent.
The Co-op block delegates held their annual -Qoting
on December 7, and a new permanent Board of Directors was
elected. The new board which had previously been elected
at a meeting called by petition was only a temporary body.
The new Directors met the.followin; day and elected officers
for the group, and also selected a treasurer for the co-op.

However, the positions of secretary, general manager, and
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assistant general manager have not been filled since the
resignation of the former officials.

Arrangements have been made for Christmas shopping
by center residents for one week. A special bus will make
two trips a day from McGehee to the center. This arrange-
ment will continue from December 13 to December 20, imclu-
sive, and will make it possible for 12 persons from each
bloeck to do Christmas shopping this year. No other passes
for shopping will be issued before Christmas.

The National Honor Society of the center high school
has completed its campaign for the sale of war bonds and
stamps to be used in the purchase of jeeps for the armed
services., Originally only one jeep was the goal, but the
campaign was so successful that sufficient funds were raised
for the purchase of three. A‘total of 63,;0;.§; in war
bonds and stamps were sold by the students. ;34 of the

high school students now own war stamp books.
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Frojeet operutions continued in a routine manner during the
week, Un Sunday, December 12, kMr. Alphonso Satedie, seoretary to

the Spanish Oonsul at lew Orleans, arrived at this center. le was

accompanied by & represeutative of the State Department. No genemal
meeting of Japanese catiornals was held, but he disgussed their
probiems with & committee seleoted by them. Most of the discussion
ocongerned the possibility of a third exchange ship and the desira~
bility of bringing repatriation lists up to date.

The two staff members who attended the Nenver conference
bave explained to the rest of the appointed personnel the outline
for the new amnual budget. Sestion and division heads are now
cocupied in preparing this estimate.

There ave been numerous cases ofdgr:“ both among the appointed
personnel and the other center residents. So far it has not been
of a serious type and the hospital fascilities have been adequate to
care for all the evacuees who are ill.

The ahopptn;trnmt which was desoribed in last week's
summary is working nthfutorny and with a minimum of sonfusien.

The Hilitary Pclice company stationed here has been changed
again. The new sompany is not from the Jerome Center, but 1t is
oxpected that t.he austomary friendly relations will continue with

this group.
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A reeruiting party from Camp Sawage spent the first two days
of the week in this center. Three center residents made formal
application for entrence to Camp Savage, and four others are seriously
oonsidering doing the same. This is the greatest amount of interest
that has been shown lately concerning enlistment for Camp Savage.

Numerous cases of flu are still developing, but it continues
to be of a mild type and the hospital and medical staff are able %o
give adequate oare for those who are ill.

Christmas was observed in the oustomary manner, and numerous
gifts wore distributed to the childrea living here. All childrea
under 17 received gifts. The large supply of gifts came from all
over the United States, and they were distributed under the direction

of advisors in each blook.



