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Blook 11 study 1/23-43

— CTS 7/6-43 0g g# Education, Beoreatlon*
Synthesis of Desires and need© of youth in the block* /

CHILBIOTs expressed by youths, and parents*
Supervised playground* Curfew for small children*

After school supervised activities — toy loan for small and
poor children*

young Peoples Evening recreation facility to know each other,
Group activity other than dancing*
Social hygiene lectures for young*

Organised dub®© to keep youths from “wolfinge handi-
craft, table manners, heme training, etc*

Heed more censored film© » fear Influence on adol
leeoesrts*
for aorigkx everyone 1
More home study* Study room*
School called progressive but not progressing*
"ing-pong table*
Ore large main playground to stimulate inter-block
contests end teams*
Commenti Hothera ana ahildren (Interviewable) were aeked baaio

) _need® and )
question© regarding/wsnts for the Diture program



BIk Sty XI 5/16-43
FDA

Infd CTS

6Y was intervied at his apartment which he shares with
Rev# K# Inquired about the FBI investigation and told of the
great concern of the people of the block 6Y was very frank in
discussing the FBI visit#

"there were two officers, one FBI and the other Army man,
| believe# They were very thorough each questioning what the
other missed#

1# They asked me if | wanted to go to Japan# | rgplied
that the last boat left on Oct# 4 and on Oct# 5th lIreceivei
notice from the US# Immigration office that my visiter's
term was up and that 1 should return to Japan#

8 They asked me if 1 wanted to see iniiiw n Japah win#

I replied that 1 had come to America to establish business
heref t at | felt that the peace of the Pacific wust be
based on cooperation between America and Japan and txXwxX

my hope was that an amicable understand! ng would come before
any victory by anyone was gained# | replied that | had
about 100 employed™# And | had no way of knowing xkstx the
condition of business since#

5# They asked about my family#— whether 1 had made
large donations# | replied that | was quite absorbed iIn ny
business and had had no time for politics#

4# They asked what | thought was the cause of the strike#
1 replied that | had been in US# only two years and oouldn't
understand much the psychology of the whole thing but felt

) (ol
that on hand the Japanese in the center did not understand
A
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Bik Sty IX
m
Irtfd by- CTS*
the ¢ministration «$& &% on the other hand the Mrninistra-
ti on 41d not understand the Japanese*
X spoke through Keve kltasi* They Bald that they would

%M in damp for about two wetke and visit Rev# Ititani again*

5* They asked how ntoh money X bade | repllei that | had
none and that everything was kKiuklu”

| told them everything as is as | have nothing to hide#

business

I was here or a visit and | want to return»

The fast that 1 do not understand English is a great

English

blessing# hat could X do without ability*

I believe that they were satisfied of ay fcarmleasness#
And | donot believe there le any danger of anything, althoug
of course you e*nlwtell what the A# Gov will do noxt* They

like to try all kinds of things#



Superficial Block Study May 26, 1943

¢ Interview with Block Manager Councilman Chairman of Fair Practice
Block 323 Board
| (Following dinner this evening, | wandered over to Block 323

&f

with the purpose of interviewing key leaders for the Block
Study Survey* It was just nmy luck to find three leaders - the
Block Manager, Akira Bate, Councilman, Tom Mukai, and the
former Block Manager who is now the Chairman of the Fair Prac-
tice Board, Henry Nakaji, who were discussing resettlement and
outside newspapers* Upon my arrival | was greeted by the Chair-
man of the Fair Practice Board with his statement - "Hi, we're
having a meeting here ~ do you want to take minutes?"* Natur-
ally he was referring to the Spiral notebook and pen which I
was carrying* It probably wasn’t a very bad idea to take
minutese

I joined their conversation for about a half hour or three
fourth of an hour. Then | started the interview* lach of the
three wanted the other Berson to give the information stating
that he knew the block best* After a small argument which lasted
for a half minute or eo, they all pitched in and spoke - usually
gaining assurance from the others by asking the question, "That
was like that wasn’t i1t?"*

After a fashion, the Chairman of the Fair Practice Board
excused himself to go tafce a shower and go to sleep early in
preparation for tomorrow night when hh and others are driving
to Benver, Colorado in order took over the situation for re-
settlement.) ) )

The material gathered from the interview follows:

The block became occupied on August 28, 1942, when 260
some odd people arrived from the Santa Anita Assembly Center to

take up residence in Block 323* The original origin of these

people were s portion of San Biego known as "Fish Camp", and
also other sections of San Biego, Chula Vista, Spring Valley,
Nestor and National City the majority of the residents being
from rural districts and consequently farmerse Occupations of
other people were fishermen, wholesale market owners and employ-
ees and other miscellaneous occupations*

Block 323 is approximately equally represented by Chris-
tians and Buddhists, although only several attend church
regularly*

Thirteen fathers were interned when the residents first



Superficial Block Study May £6* 1943 {g)
Interview with leaders of Block >S3

arrived* Only one internee returned thus leaving twelve families
still without fathers in Poston* On May 24v 1943, one family left
to join their father at Crystal City, Texas. Thus that leaves
eleven families still without fathers in Poston*

There are a number of newlyweds residing in this block -
those married just before evacuation and those married after eva-
cuation,—-many in Poston* There are a great majority of adults
in comparison to children. Many of the young fellows have left
the camp for seasonal and indefinite leave* Thus, there Is a de-
finite manpower problem and every employable person is employed at
present* jl

The block has had three block managers thus far* The
first was Mr* Henry Bakaji« After he was appointed as Chairman of
the Fair Practice Board, Mr. Kingo Ouchi succeeded him* Then the
third and present manager, ~r. Akira Date, was elected into office
in the general election of block managers, held in the end of Janu-
ary* There has been only one assistant block manager, he being Mr.
Matsuo Yoshida who was formerly the manager of the Iwata Shop iIn
San Diego which sold Oriental goods and curios. Three girls have
taken their turn as secretary, they being Miss Chizuko Fujimoto, Mrs
Nobuko Mukai, and Miss Hatsuae Kamiura, who is in the office at
present* Mr. Tom Mukai started as custodian to be succeeded by Mr*
Matsuhara* -The office has always run harmoniously with no disagree-
ment among the staff.

There are two full time Issei gardeners with two part-time

high school helpers. All but one of the gardens are block owned.
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The only private one is between barracks three and four*

T ere is one janitress and one janitor to clean the
block*

At the present, it is question whether there is a Block
Council or not. Many barracks do not have one representative at
present. However in the past, the residents of the barracks took
turn serving for a month at a time. Meetings have not been held for
a long time. &]]J8

The block has had two councilman represented in the Tempor-

ary Community Council. The first was Mr. ago Ouchi who resigned
to take over the Block Managership after a couple of months* Then

Mr. Tom Mukai became the new councilman.

This block did not hold an election for the permanent self-
government simply because there was none to hold* At the block

nominating meetings, there was a poor turn out and four persons were

nominated. These nominees did not know they were even running until
the next morning* Onre resigned, saying that he was having the center
soon. Another was a double no person so he could not run. The third
said he wouldn't run if the others wouldn't run so he never. The
fourth said he wouldn't run for some reasonor another and didn't.
Tims the incumbent counciban was asked to serve again and he is as
pro-temp. This poor showing was shown although the block passed the
constitution 47-?*

All block meetings are poorly represented. Hardly any
niseis attend and thus if is a meeting of isseis. A turnout of at
least one representative from each family is good but not even that

much turn out* The spirit of the block is under average.
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At present there are forty persons on the mess hell staff*
However word has been received to cut four from the staff as the popu-
lation had geeatly diminished—now being only 227 with others preparing
to leave* According to these men, the kitchen is running along smooth-
ly. The first chef was George TJbayashi and now Mr* Manjiro Murakami is
chef. Miss Sumi Miyamoto is head waitress and Mr* Sanroku Kawasaki is
storekeeper. There is Just one outsider working in the kitchen—he as
cook or kitchen help*

There were fifteen Camouflage workers. 'All hut three of them
has left camp* Among the distribution of workers in other departments
which may have saved a great disaster.

The block is not particularly pretty and they say that Blocks
3301 329, 322 have them beat. Starting by sraying their block was the b
best, they ende© up by saying it*s kind of sad. There has been not over
crowdedness in this block. There are not as many lawns, flowers and
shades as there are in other blocks.

The residents do not run around in large cligues and no one

cligue exert much influence in the block itself. There are some fellows
who run ©round with the so-called Saa Diego bunch.

Mr* Henry Hekassgi is the most outstanding leader from this
block* He has been Chairman of the Fair Practice Board and member of

the Merit Hating Board*
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Informal

Block 523

N

Conversation

oB&fj I

There has been q it« ft lot of trouble in the kitchen which can be boiled
dowmn to two element«« One of them is an lesei woman whose husband recently
retunned from an Internment camp* It one time, she nagged eo much that

all of the nisei waitresses quit end went V> work at the 510 kitchen* After

this ladyl« husband returned# she quit working and so all of the girls re*»
turned, to their former kitchen, however, after a week, the iasel lady
returned to work# Ifov the question is, what la going"to;.happen! *If
trouble could raise the roof, thet mesa hall roof would be sky high*8

Mr* Akira Date la regarded as e very good block manager. He is very eon-
aolentioue and really works hard* M# Yoshida is also © hard working

man* He has lost weight working as assistant but he run® around and really

fI 8jft ‘works hard* if| " IHI=J 1 > Illoglj

One men was an lesei advisor but he quit because he claimed it did nothing

but talk and did not like tha idea of serving only inan advisory capacity*
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Interview with Mr# Ozawa by EC

History of Block £06

The interview-ws held in the morning# First | saw Mrs# Celia Takemot©

and asked her whom | should see in the block# First she suggested
Mr# Sakamoto, ex-block manager supervisor, as someone wao had been

In the block from the beginning ana someone woo ouid know s good deal
about it# M asked about the present block manager# She said this
was Mr# Hayakawa who would probably know, but EC would most likely
have a good deal of diffic’ilty talking to him since he Is an ijsei and
his English is not good# She thought for a few more seconcs and then
suggested Tom Tanaka, their new councimen# She took nme over to his
place probably barracks 4, called «Tom, Tom!” But no answer# Just
tnen the Burges came along to see her for a moment and we went back

to her place# When they left, we went back to 'the Tanaka apartment#
This time a young woman and a little girl came to the door# CT asked,
'»Is Tom here!’l The wonman explained that he had gone with the other
council people down tothe river on a weiner bake# This is a get
together for the new council# Beside the house, a small puppy was

tied# We both admired it ~~ the woman said that it came from camp

ot
As we walked away, Mrs# Takemot© said, »how, X wonder who
else you could seepl EC asked where Mr# Sakamoto lives# CT ignored

that question and said, °0h, Mr# Masada would be a good one to see#*1
Ann we went over there, but nobody was home there either# To go there

we had crossed the center of tne block, where a number of men were

sitting under the ramada, seme lying down on the benches there and

others sitting quietly talking#
Then Mrs# T# thought of Mr# Ozawa and said he would be a very
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good person to see for this, he is very intelligent and. can speak
p <K HKEe P . CLi-"™\v

English,. We went over there and found him in front of his house

working on his garden*

"As we had been walking along Ii EG had explained that part of
our work is to write a history of the development of Poston —eMrs*
Takemoto said, *£ou and Mr* Burge must have a lot to common and have
very interesting talks* He likes to know just what*e going on too*
Bo you know how he is going to settle the thing that was in the paper
yesterdayi" {Think she may mean either the block manager affair or
tne Industry investigation —* the former more probable} EC laughs
nnd says that it is interesting arl right, but as far as m are concerned
we usually hear things after everyone else in camp knows about them*
CT laughs too and says she imagines that is so* She speaks of going
out, saying that toe is going through her things trying to decide
what to keep and what to throw away ~~ someone you collect things and
toe hates to throw away things like letters* toe is glad to go out
though in a way toe hates leaving Poston but now her sisters and
friends have gone* The thing toe wi.il miss most «dlIl be the Burges*
«They are wonderful people*« toe had a letter the other day from her
husband telling her to come as soon as possible* She had to go out
and when toe came back her little boy (about 9) had already started
the job of dismantling their place — had gotten some of the shelves
down and said he had his things packed so they could go right avay*

At Mr* Osawa*s place, Mr* Cs&wa is working with a shovel
digging a small place in his front yard* He has already built a
shade with small branches, and over p&rt of it morning glory vines

climb* Another type of vine ——Ilooks rather like a sepnto leaf —m

is starting up the tr.lils* to the right side of the yard are
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tamarisk sheets green and shading the yard* A stump of cotton mod
has been transplanted and is sending off a green branch or so* A
Chinese elm near the road is too small to give any shade but adds to
the green around the place* Closer to the house are a few small dumps
of petunias, but otherwise there are no flowers save for the morning
glories overhead* To the deft a hose is rundng into large wooden

buckets which are overflowing -and the water is trickling along the
ground*

Inside the house, a boy is hammering away on something* From the
glance inside the door they seem to be fixing over the inside* Agirl
about Id comes out and goes off around the comer of the house* The,
boy stays there working away but within earshot all during the time |
am there* At one time, a car drives up, about five young men get out
and go arouna the comer to some other part of the block and then come
bad ana drive off* Otherwise nobody comes around*

Hr* Ozawa is dressed in blue overalls and shirt* Heis fairly
tall for an issei, has grizzled hair* His face is long* with few
wrinkles* As we talked, | learn that he came to this country 85 years
ago from Japan* "Before you were bom* I*m more American than you
are*" He came to San Francisco first and lived there about six years*
After that he was in Los Angeles* He worked for a "soda pop" comptny—
was an tdvisor for a friend of his vho ran the compary* He has not
been a farmer* Mrs* Takes©Oto explains as we sit there that his English,
which he apologizes for although it is very good as to vocabulary and
grammar though the ¢.ronunciation is strange mixing 1 with r frequently
artfi other distortions —eis self-1earned* He listened to radio commentators
and broadcasts trying to improve it, and has also read & good deal* She

says that he is very intelligent end that Mr* Burge thinks a lot of him

and his advise — 1C must be sure and tell him that she has talked with
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Mr«. Omwax
Hhea we come up, Mrs«. Takemot© introduces H and explains what
wish «—this in Japanese# Mr# Qs&na calls to the boy tobriiig chairs
from the house «tid wesit there on the pooch in the cool breesse while *o
leans on his Viorel# His first response is that he wtuldn®t know Midi
because he does»1l go around and mix with people but stays about his ovea
hose all the time# So he would»1l be aware of much that is going on in
the block# Mrs« T# laughs and says that he realty knows quite a bit
firk suggests that perhaps specific uestions would enable him to remember
more# He agrees that that would be a good idea — he could answer about
that#
EC says that we are interested in the history of this block-—
m doe*t know too much about it# Suggests that we might start by talking
about the block council — when thr.t was started# Mr# 0saws, says that
they do haw© a block council here for 3Q8 It was organised about Z months
ago# It is supposed to help the block manager — when important questions
come up and there is not time to call a block meeting then he gets together
with this block council and they talk the matter over and they help hin¥
to decide the question«. These are questions that involve the interest
of the ~ole block# There are five people on this council — elected
by the block meeting# The people do not represent the barracks but
the block as a whole# $hen questions come up that are too big for the
council, then they have a block meeting of the whole block and everyone
is supposed to go# These block meetings are attended by about SO people#
Before they got this system, they had representatives from each apartment
for a block council, but this didnft seem to work# It was too big a body,

so they chose this small five person council to advise the block manager#

That way it can get together easier and it works better because there are

fewer people#
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SO says she thought most of the blocks had the other system

of a representative iro» each barracks*» He says he aoesn*t think the
other blocks hair® the five mas council, but he doesn’t know much about
»hat they have* This is a fairly recent thing is their own block#

This block filled up the 4th of August# (This was when it
was filled to 203# On the third of August there were 205 people is the
block already*) host of the people were farmers before and come from
rural areas# Most of th™m from Tulare county# <—the oounty #oat
is Visalia# He# ssd Mr# Takemoto (they smile at each other) and
& few others are the osiy city people is the block# He thinks that
the farming people have bees able to adjust to life here easier than the
city people and havedos© more for the appearance of the blocks# He
notices that they know how to go about improving their places while the
city people never dia that# The country people lived in their own
places and weren’t hired by any body and were used to going ahead and
taking care of their own place while the city people were Just renting
and somebody else did the work ground# 1C laughs and says that that’s
probably true but he is doing a good Job on his home here# He Says that
he doesn’t really know much about it# but that the block gardeners and
other people come around and tell him what he should do and give him a
little help with it now and then#

Bight now of course a good many of the young people are going
out# He thinks that it is mostly the young unmarried people that are
going# though here in this block a good many couples and families seem
to be going out# He doesn’t think that seasonal leave is taking most
of them_many seem to be going out on indefinite leave except for some

young fellows «feo are going out to work on farms#
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EG ask« febatt the Block Manager — how many they hare had»

At first ha misuaaaerstanas the question anu explains- that there are 15
camp and each block has a block manager» EC asks then if they
have had the same block manager all the way through» Mr# Qft&na says
that their first block manager-was hr» Sakamoto, who became the
block manager supervisor after a couple of months» Then taay had
another mm W8® went out and after him the new block manager that they
got also went out» «Now we have a new one who is the first generation»
h© says this very proudly» Notice that all during the interview# he
never use® the words «issex« and «nisei« but always first and second
generation# tie say© th&t the present block manager (Mr» Hayakawa)
was block manager assistant before and knew the work ‘throughly so he
has no difficulty with the nr“k now that he 1© block manager» They
don't think he will be apt to go out becausehe is «first generation»«
EC asks about assistant block manager and he ©ays that he thinks
th&t that will be done away with throughout the camp» Now the block
manager does not have so much to do because the camp is settled and not
so mazy things are coming up» Therefore there is really no need for an
assistant to the block manager aid. he ocean*t think they will have one»
There is also tne manpower shortage that makes it hard to get men for
that position» This block is having a shortage also, partly because so
many people have gone out in the last few months»

In the mess hall# they have had the same chef and assistant
chef from the time the block opened# There has been very little turn
over in the kitchen here# The chef and his assistant «are first
generation«» $hen EC asks if they had been professional cooks before#
Mr» 0# smiles end hesitates second# then says# «That is something |

really dealt know» X couldn't tell you»« They have, the Kkitchen staffj

one day off a week, and in addition the whole force is given two ;'re©
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days a month* Then volunteers from the block come in and take ever the
kitchen for these days*

Their first councilman was Kell/ Xamada# He was councilman
until about & month €O when he went out on indefinite leave*. Then
they had another man* and now they have just had the new election»
Their councilman is a nissei, Fm Tanaka» 1C asks how they were
nominated* He says they were nominated at a block meeting» flheci
asked how many showed up at this particular meeting* he XaUghs and says
that nobody in this block is interested in suck things# Hobody cares
who is elected# There were four candidates from the block* but none
of them wanted to be elected and went around trying to get people to
vote for someone else# So finally th<y juat voted Tanaka in# 1C
&8t IStWIr *y this lack of interest in the council he sahkes
his head, and says he couidn*t say# Ilhen he is asked if there are any
political parties yet in the camp* he laughs again and says* "No# Ho
cligues or factions#« (1C feds like patting him on the back and saying
one up for you#} 1C comments on the few issei who ran or were elected
from Camp 5# He ssy© he thinks that the reason for that was that too
few can speak good English —» th*y don’t know how to get up and speak
in the council in English and they thought it should be English speaking
people taking that position# (Definitely gives the impression that the
Council is of little interest to anyone here)

EC asks about what occupations the people of the block are
in the cant# Be says that he doesn't know much about that — just what
the different ones do* EC asks about the camouflageethen# He and Mrs#
T&kemoto both aay that they had a large number in camouflage — t. ey

think 206 had more working there than any other block# That was one

of the reasons they had aanpo er difficulties in the block*
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EC asks if the volunteering was heavy enough from the block

so that added to the manpower shortage* He shakes his head and says that
there were NO volunteers from 206* £6 must have locked surprised,
because both he apt Mrs# T# (j&ickiy start talking as though this is a
tender point in the block, saying that toy of the families already had
sous in the army before they came in here and that one man from the
block volunteered for Camp Savage some time before the regular volunteering
was opened to them* Mr* O» says that a good many people in the block
here have been visited by their soldier sons* Aimosteveiy week there
seems to be someone in uniform around* Th<y offer no other explanation
for the lack of volunteers in thislblock, and EC does net press for
any#

ffaen asked for ary special events in the history of the block,
Mr* 0* says he can't think of any# They hare had no fires and he
doesn*t know much about any parties* EG asks if they have had any
weddings# Mrs* Take»©to says there have been four, three of them to
people in other blocks and on© within the block* EC asks about mixing
with people in other blocks — if they have parties or meetings with
them* Mr* 0* doesn*t answer for a moment, and Mrs* Takeaoto says that
she thinks siai©st everything is right within their own block* "Th’y
don*t scem to want to mix with other blocks*« Mr* O# agrees that this
is true,that the block sticks together that way instead of mixing in
with the other people#

10 asks who he thinks are the leaders in the block— who
gets the ideas for instance for block improvements here* He says he
couldn*t say for that — Mrs* Takemoto makes no move to answer either*
EC asks then who got the idea for the r&m&da ihe noticed in the middle
of the block* He says that was just the result of their standing around

t pTfeing 11 it earn# out of just the general conversation in the block#
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that was last Tali — he thicks axound September* Everyone wo ked on it
and got It up» Xt w&sn*t the Job of the block carpenters, bat of everyone*
fh~ were the first block in cmg to have a shade* Mrs* T* laughs and
says thnt now they go around and the other blocks bare much nicer

shaues, while theirls does»*t loo”™ so good anpaore* then she asks to

be excused, saying she must leave*

EC tells Hr* 0* about the block surrey made last fall that
showed Block SOS out ahead on block improvements* He says he thinks
one of the reasons thy lheee blocks were farther ahead is because thqjr
came right from home rather than through the assembly centers* they
were able to bring all sorts of things from home, even garden tools*
They came in here with truck loads of stuff, diile the people who sent
to Santa Anita could Just take «hat they could carry* SO they were
way ahead when it came to fixing up their blocks* Also Of course they
were country people*

We talk a few generalities, then EC asks what he thinks the
most important thing that has happened to the block* He thinks for
several moments and then shakes his head, saying that everything has been
much on the same level without any outstanding event* life here has
be*n very monotonous and little to separate one day from another* When
asked what was the best period in the life of the block, hoover, he
says aft r thinking a moment that he thinks it was back in October and
November because the food was pretty good then* Itei the people Cme
into the camp, they expected to be given bad food ana be treated anyway —
they oidn*t *now what was going to happen to them* And when they first
got he,-e in August, the food wasn«t good — there wasn*t enough and «hat
there was w&sn*t veiy good* Butin Bctober and Bovember it got pretty

good, and everybody was satisfied* Because living like this in the

Camp, all peopletbink about is their stomachs* Tb~r K®H Bhink about
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mental and spiritual satisfactions but Just about physical* Therefore when

the food is good, they are happy# So he would say that that ms the
best period in the life of the camp# Of course, then he qualifies,
there are a few people who are still interested in Mental and spiritual
things, but he is talking about the people here as a whole*

Boon after this, 1C leaves*

On the way across the block, pass the Masuda house* Kkrs# M&suda
and another, olaor woman, are in the sideyurci about to plant some
flower plants which they hare brought out# .Apparently these come from
the nursery since they are growing in milk containers# Another women
is coming over to Join taem# Further on a womenis standing in the
doorway talking to another who holds a flower plant in one of the
containers* In this yard, some huge scarlet gladiolus are blooming and

the two womren are standing there admiring that#
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(The material for this study was gathered fr-m an Interview with the bioak
secretary, B* Dfci™ ©nstedl«5 , end Block HaTiager* Personal observations
have been used to some extent*}

On August 8, 1972, Block J26 was filled with people fr-ia Ivaah©©, fiiali«,
Woodltfce, Crange Dove, 0ft91, %edley, Diauba, Delano, Oaiier, sad evacuees
Who casco to'the previously mentioned towns fro» Pan Fernando, Saoraisento,
Salinas, Lae™Angeles* Oakland, fan FrancisOO« The larger portion of the
people fro» Oeatrai Oallforaia had been famere or laborers* There were a few
storekeepers, donesties, cafe owners and one person who had owned 3 laundry*
Those fro» the large cities la the south and north were' owners of art and
silk shops, nursery, produce market©l gardeners, a dentist, and two registered
nurses, beantlelann, ate*, were also fro» those vicinities* The highest
population figure was 2?6 on August ID, 1972, but whioh had dwindled down to
227 on May 28, 1975* Four marriages have taken piece, and five babies were
born during the pact nine months* It was the opinion of the <Xtstodies that
this block has the largest number of alaal ©oupleo* Aoconilng to a recent
survey It was shown that this block has- the largest group of children under
the age of eleven, the total being sixty* There la no one fro® an assembly
©enter* At 'present only one person'is interned st Louisiana, but word has
©oa« that he 1© to be released soon* Ore other person had been Interned

at Sew Mexico, bat fee returned sometime in ®apierafee*s* The majority of the

young people are Christiana; no one seem to know the older peoples ration
on this matter* There enema to be -bout 6Q isssl, 25 sanssi and about 151
nisei*

The two ehefs of this kitchen began working on the day following their
arrival in Poston and are still in their same positions* The waitresses and
dishwashers work on a one-shift plan while the ehefs and their helpers work

on two shifts* However, a plan has been worked out so that the waitresses will
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hm sbte to have at least onb day off each weok* The chef is fe Kis&irs. sad

the he®of the other aram ts ft*. tttoooo* Both, had been employed la

wealthy Oaatfaataa homes for mlong number of yearn prior to evacuation# The

hand waiter is Prank Ogata while the storekeeper is daok Oki« The resnaising

personnel has undergone quite a number of 'change* At times tte ladt of

valtroeaOB »as quite aout©* People were asked to- volunteer to fill the

vacancies, hut a» soot of the eligible people ©in already employed, there

Is rarely any volunteering* “cw they here resorted to a plan of hering a

eomittee dr?ft the needed smeutst of workers* In aosse instances, wos-en

who hate been working outside the block, in adobe ft>f iiMr.pl0* were asked
YRRILE 9 5 I , B, Vv ?

to give nmp their Jobs* In isost Gases they hew compiled* Them fees been

the usual amount of petty trouble® in the kitchen* The Grew bee often

threatened to strike bet have never gone to that extreme*

fith tlie exception of th® Hook garden all the other other gardens are
privately owned and taken e re of* The three gardeners take ooro of the
harvesting of the crops from the block garden, elro the ft wer bed»
around the- laundry rocs» end the women and p#it% latrine«# the ol» tree»
axe supposed to be looked after by then too*

There ere no formal club© in tide block* Alarge number of ihs young
people ere klbeis* There are »any married people who «re in their l«te
twenties or early thirties* The differences between the nisei, kibel and
the married young people are too narked to have one organisation* To dat#
only one party has been given by the young people; it was 1S»It that ftlii
party was not too successful# is there were not enough boys to fom a
softbeli team, blocks 526 and 52? had a combined tee®. ?h® Fn$in Kai has

been progressing rather smoothly with various meetings, parties, volunteer

work in the kitchen, and making paper flowers*
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The first Block Manager was Ksye tata®»be* The secretary*« opinion
of hits was that feo was fsuperfe*, aml that the block had loot a good son*
On March 16 ho resigned as block manager ana Mease an Aeaistssi Block Menagere
Supervisor* On May $fee left for eeaeeeatl employment* He was succeeded fey
M+ 3« Shirasara, who had formerly been the Jewel Advisor for the block#
The secretary said fee was alright but fee served more for the community than
for the block# There Is »mm talk that M SMrascwa eight fee the next
Supervisor of Block Managers# Hank f~rufeeyssfel was the eeolet&nt block
manager* Be reelgmed after the trouble at Mese Ball Jp]: case up* Bis
brother was supposed to have been involved in the burglary* The excuse
fee veve -war illness, however* Mr* f&m Takahtshi, im issei, then feecose the
assistant feleek »onager* The secretary,. B*J* fkf* and the custodi««, ®eorye
lat©Mra> have' remained in their poalttou. since the- epenfnf. of the feteek#
Say.r9nade wee the first eecmeilvaik for the block. Be was succeeded fey
Sua Taken who had volunteered for the eosebst’unit in the weattti®e* “e resigned
because he thought he wo Id fee leaving shortly* K* Riiinak© then became
councilran. In the recent election Key Bansda won the position over hie
opponents, K. fWllnake# B. Tavvguchi, H* Sfeireeawa, T* Metsumoto*
flock has produced quite a number of ccmnunity leader»# The block .
manager, Mr* 'Shlrasews, has taken a prominent part in the community aa a/rrr:e?/\S/feer
of the Xasei Advisory Board, the Merit Bating Board and the Judicial Omrmimmion
Be was formerly chairman ©f the Adult Education Qspsrtment where he did noefe
work in furthering the idea of hawing cooperatives Ir Paste« Hi* He wrs
alec on tbs ctnff of Japanese section of the Peatén Chronicle# Mr* Kay Bafada
la the head of the Poston lit legal Psaprtaant and also legal adviser to the
Complicity gouncil* Mr* Jyutaro Bbiota. , head timekeeper of tfeit H1, i# «

recent addition to the Merit toting Board* Mr* M Takefeaefei, who la aaeiatant

Steward for Peatdén, was a former member of the Merit Hating Board.
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'thé block noi! in &mpQma g? om fm Ily haal fro;ft a*oh barreek
starblng from tb© *?;* »partreetit’ ani rotaiing ihrcugh apertemi §$J* froa
1R agallar spartaaaia two ara &8so=ru  $aen esettica aro osile! ri toast
=cnea or talee a «onthj all of ih«®# .felatitné are kepi# The naoa’
mpeeple se*«, io tske pari in thé dieeaealot* «t theea 'a*e-silj*$-~ihe skef# ansine
ta&l blesk mssag«-" mthe % btocsk ire«®«rare Sa té sfibri takeep ««ponso»
doK«i> ino oiher ouiapoloan non» «al. cne W@®Ean who 1« a el»i#init**'law of, tha
blook mngsr*

SpeaisX avente ffhtoh heve takon plana are a linner fer iha voluhia&r»«
alumr in ©alebreil#» of iba eotaplaiSnt* of its# reatad«* a ,Motb»rfa by party
«poseer»&hy th® girlc of tho Mook* i Oforiaissrr party for the ohlldren,
nosthly btrthday partias ffesr the "ohilfant* Mtttbnse «onbiised wlih epaeiat
holldeye m Eeatar, Talentine day, -'te# fha starriega of the blofck aeoére-
tery neo ifee occa”ion for a ilg receptiofl t© vhich the greatér part of th®
residente mre invited* So fer, m deaths have eecurrei.

fha 52é Beoieatioa Bati ts useé hy %m -lude da®««* *ad a© blo«fc
affaifa are helé thera* tfc» tloolc rosal» ia sal4 to.b# #h# fceat* mé
la held as en exteaple of hon a ranada «hefiid be built* M# Kvana costaliiaantod
it as en» of ihe test# Tn ©caparle©» with blocks $25 ©r $16 ifcer®
euak a profueioa ©f greenary although eleseat ©aoh aparta®ai has «ana greaaary
«round it*

fha atrongaai cliquae in ibis block eeem to be mong fantiy gftoupa» ffeor#
ara /wWo atrong sllquas of this type though vtth tfe© g&inlag popularity of ra—
ralooatlon thée ffemily groups er© byaeking up rapidiy# Thare are a laiga

nuB&ar of Kibeis weo aro Intereatad Ir th® fleld of entortainsani snob as
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Uiibai, pleyiag of suaiaal imin”-acia,, eLo*; thla grddp om<&» te**
gaih&r thr&u&h thair anitual inbarsbia* *o& vhriatiwa. is v#ry
©saj% U& yi-ung paapl«# aad bh&y &aih©-r I&forataily at» La&iit» ans« a «aak
afUr as &HCsxsig aarviG& ic*X a & faliBsship* rsXmdhmsnbs* asa a
devotianal* ¢ha sen »La agrk in indar.iri$a and ihnlr familias apagtd au*ah
tina tegétfcftf« ffea &®mb*ra #f tha kilshsa aras t#&a to Lasa U%sU*0r alihaiigh
fi& diahvaahara and tfaa aank© and VmlIr kalpsr* ara in ts»0 asparata grospa*
tfes baeliaior» aii isgatuarin il# s&3a© halla and ama ha sean con*©reing msmg
thama&lvaa uad&r i&a rssa-da in th; ev&nlng#* ilb# y&iing aiaai a&rrisa caupi»
ara in a separat© graup frsa iba kibai ~arriad snnpi© uau&liy bacauas cf
iafigu&g* barria?*

SXa& 526 h&; tan» vary fris&aly iba&ras otbsr feXsoka* la many iastaassa
Ife*4d» bools* atanstls# ata*.# nava baea ioaasd to blooka, 3*3# 3@
wbich ara ;oapessd of psapl® fresa ths sana vloiaity* Xt saa sha biaok aaaagar*«
finios that tha paopl# itt tfe# bi&ak ara v«ry iaval*haadad and ihat ibera
:&re. na a]itatara hard« Ba also stais-d ihat t&sra la a vary strang f® *Xial
of &ie blodk haing a “Losas* and tbai Usb raaidaata «asid ?&hh»? sU? in ihs
Mebk iban to g© viaiiing in U& nsarby bioaks altbaagh oXi~tlne frisada
frsSBi tha saice hewBn tos&s ara iiving inara* thare fea* oa«a na broubls *Ith

othsr block» «ithsr individually or col®©3tivaly*
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(This interview took piece in the Block 518 Ironing room where Mies Inouye,
who ie the block secretary» was ironing* During the interview three other
girls who were in the room also voluatsersd sons information.)

flock 518 is composed mostly of people from the vicinity of Beediey*
Orange Oove, Visalia* Sanger» and those who evacuated to the sfore-mantionsd
towns from tong Beech» San Jose» and (Sardena* Previous to evacuation» this
group of 267 who entered Poston 111 on August 6» 1942* had been making their
livelihood as farmers« laborers# nursery men» poultrymen and as store keepers*
Almost 95% of the residents are Buddhists while the remaining 5# are Christians*
Ip one in this block had been In an assembly center» and only one person le
interned at present, however, there is some talk that this men will be re«*
leased in the sear future*

At first the kitchen was run entirely by the young people* However»
they seemed to have “gotten tired* of their job and quit* It that Tom Matoi
and Ben Koga were the chefs* Mr* Temaehita was the only issei on the staff!
he is on the present staff* too* Of that former group only four remained
and are working under Mr* T* Ogino, chef* Mary Shimosono, head waitress!

Mesao Otanl* storekeeper» Sunny Kitshata and May Kawahara, dieticians* All

the waitresses are elder issei women* then the younger crew «ere in the
kitchen it wee <]uite convenient to sake permission to go in the evenings and
bake cake, etc.» for special occasions. Mweven the dieticians have difficulty
getting certain ingredients* One of the girls remarked that the present chef
Bis nervous and Is s crank*9

the chief attraction in this block is ib garden which was completed c

few weeks ago. Complete with bridge, pond with some fish swimming In it,
[JpA ip
flowers and eaeti growing, eoiae trees« end a birdhouse, the entire work was
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accomplished through volunteer labor under the direction of M# Inouye
«he has been superrising the landscape work around the school block* This
block project fees gained the title of the "most attractive garden la Oanp
XH\ and many visitors* both Japanese end Caucasian* have come to see it.
The general upkeep of this garden as well ae the block victory garden la
taken care of by tbs three block gardoners#

(Hubs of all types—social* athletic» service—see® to abound la Block
518# Among the girls'clubs are the Signs Debs, conposed of girl# from
Bsedloy whoso average age is 19? Postonettes, a group of younger girls about
IS years of ago and whose chief interest is sports* The boys service clubs
include tha Sigma Xl which conposed entirely of Beedtey boys »1th the exception
of two boys from Long Beach; the Block 8 club is composed of younger Bsedley
boys around the age of 17# This block also had its own basketball league
which terminated in April after the regular camp-wide league had ended* The
four teams which participated were the Peeftukee* Poop-cute, Lopes end Zombie#
The younger boys around tbs ages of 10 and 12 pro banded together and are
known as the Midgets* As in other blocks the mother» ere in the ftajin Met
and help in their own kitchen on various occasions* take turns in the special
kitchen at 52b and make paper flowers as the needs arise. There seems to be
ardent fishermen in this block and this group is more or lees known as the
"Pishing Glufe** The members go together to the river at least once a week#

The block manager's staff has undergone some change. Formerly the
Block Manager was Teraehi Xfeere* After his resignation the aaistent block
manager was promoted to managership* Be la Ben T. Hekagawa, who is aa laeei

bat who speaks English* The secretary aeeued to think highly of him and said
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Ini always took a midilie coup«©* She also said that although It was not
supposed to be let out that he was going to Colorado in the near future*
Later I found out that the block was planning to put the former block
manager beak into this position*

The Block Council which meets about once a month is composed of one
representative from each barrack* Some barracks alternate their represents—
tires# but moat of them send the same representatives each tin»* Discussion
of matters concerning the block are taken up, but minutes are not kept*

Special events sponsored by the block includes farewell parties, a
Mother*s Day party, club Initiations and installations* One event in which
the entire block participated was the dedication of the bridge* At this
time the oldest couple in the block was given the honor of crossing the
bridge for the first time since completion of the garden* On the whole an
everage of two farewell parties a month has been given* Parties are given for
incoming visitors and outgoing block residents*

The attitude of Block 518 towards other blocks has been "very good* and
there has been hardly any trouble*® In fact this block is "superior® was
one girlfs comment*

Poston 111*8 Sewing Department}»» its headquarters in this block*s Recrea-
tion Bali, although a part of the barrack Is partitioned off for a block club
root. The Sewing Department has both day and evening classes which are well
attended by women fro® all three Rebuse

Yerioua cliques are observable according to religion# previous locality#
age# employment, etc* Almost 95% of the residents are Buddhists and thus are
in one group* According to previous locality the Reedley people have s ten-

dency to band together# However the young people from Gardena, Long Beach and
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Arroyo 3randa seam to have found a place la the ftsedley group* The least

assimilated are the San «Josa people* The different ago group# "stick pretty cloee

together* as they hare their respective clubs* On the whole the kitchen crew

ha# a tendency to regain la their own group. The laséis who “run the block and

afeo are in on everything* seen# to be an ther clique*
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(About 1t00 p*au | enterad the 523 Block Manager's office, which was occupied
by the block manager, secretary, end one other person who was taking s nap*

I explained the purpose of my visit to the secretary who in turn spoke to
the block manager* Be offered to glee nme the information but seemed very
cautious* Be talked in very general terms and answered only what was asked*
Bs occasionally asked the secretary some questions, but ate seeded mors
interested in reading a magaasine. Later Harley Mimura, former momber of the
staff gave nme more data on cliques, attitude of the people, etc*)

On August 8, 19*2, Slock 529 was filled to near capacity with a total of
295 evacuees from Reedley, Dinuba, Ivanhoe, foodlake, Visalia, and San Lula
Obispo* The majority had previously been engaged in farming, especially those
from Central California* A few had been store-keepers and owners of produce
markets* those fro® San Luis Obispo had been farmers too prior to their
evacuation to Central California* Almost 60% of the block residents srs
Buddhists with the remaining proportion being Christians* At present three
men are interned* It is not know whether they are to be released or not*

All three families are planning to join their fathers at Crystal City, Texas,
if possible* One family has been in an assembly center but only for a short
time of ten days* The present Block Manager, George lkuta, and his family
had gons to the Fresno Assembly Center from Reedley where they had remained
after the other Japanese had been evacuated* His wife's illness was the
reason thsy had been allowed to stay in Rsedleyi they were the last Jspaness
to be evacuated from that ares*

According to the Block Manager very few changes had taken place in the
kitchen, and there had not been too much trouble* An issei, Mr* Kurokawa,
was the first chef, but after a short time he resigned because of ill
health* Bs was succeeded by Frank Shimohara who is the present chef* Others

on his staff include George ftakahara, head waiter, and Minoru Sakamoto, storekeeper*

All la all, about 52 or 55 are on the kitchen staff. Aresident of the block
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said there had been the usual amount of discussion over matters pertaining
to manpower In the kitchen* Thera has not been too much of a turnover in
the personnel- .People are not usually released from their jobs merely .be*
cause they desire to take a position la some other department* la case a
person Is leaving for outside employment the kitchen has no other recourse
than to give that person hie release- Ore subject which caused much dis-
cussion was that of giving the Kitchen crew a day off* The block had de-
cided that once a «oath the staff were to be given a holiday* and volunteers
fro® the block would take their places* At first there was some argument as to
whether the waitresses should be included because they only worked a short
tine as compared to the cooks* However# the kitchen crew declared that they
were like a big family and it wasn’t fair for only a few to take a day off*
Thus# the «hole crew were to be given a one day rest* Later# s notice was
issued that the kitchen staff were not supposed to take a day off like that*
The block decided however to disregard this ruling*

About 55,000 square feet of vegetables are now growing in this block.

AMay 21, 19*3, report shows that the following amoung of vegetables were

produced!
15 crates lettuce 10 crates broccoli
8 B green onion 20 « beets
10 :1 carrots 10 m mu_stard
ko spinach 15 > daikon
20 « nappe cabbage
6 S red reddish

The Unit HI nursery was formerly located in this block and w«s under the

supervision of Mr* T* Tamassoto* The nursery has now been moved to the lath

house near block 3*35-

The young people of the block are organised into a senior club* There is
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ala© a boys club; married young man ara excluded from this organ!zarion# One
person said he was told the boys refused to have the serried men in their
club because the older men had a tendency to run the club* The mothers of
the block hare their FUjin Kaij their activities are making flowers for
various occasion and helping where needed*

Sorraan Sakamoto was the first Block Manager of this block* Shig Dots
was originally assistant block manager» but on hia resignation George Tou-
chiyama woe appointed to that office* Tsutae Ryono has been secretary from
the beginning and Shig Sakai» the custodian* During the last block manager*©
election George lkuta was elected* Be hsd evidently been well known as a
capable leader in %edley» so he was elected without any hesitation* The rest
of the staff remained in their positions*

The initial block councilman was Roy Kunitake* He *®s succeeded by Shig
Dots* When the election of a permanent councilman came» Mr* Dots refused to
run saying that he bed been promoted in the Agriculture Department and with
the Increased amount of work would not have time to attend the meetings«
Candidates at the recent election included Mr* Semsnoto» who was ineligible
because he had put a "double no* on his registeration papers* The other
candidate was Barley Elmira, who is chairman of the Adult Education Depart-
ment* As he did not want to become a councilman» on the day previous to
election day» he secured the required number of signatures to a petition and
thus nominated Frank Doi* He also put up many posters urging the election
of Mr* Doi* Hie result of the election was that Frank Doi became the new
councilman# Ttie Issel Advisor» of the block ie Mr* Ben Doi, brother of Frank
Dot* He seems to take full charge of the block events. He is chairman at
various meetings* As he toes not speak very much English* he is handicapped

in this respect at those meetings where English is spoken*
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Mr* Xagiwaia who is an insurance counselor for Poston IlIl Is prominent is
community activities. Rs was chairman of the Poston Ill Judicial Coousisalon
until his recent resignation« Re plays a part in the Bareats-feachere
Association being a chaiman at sons of the meetings and acting as an
interpreter at other meetings* As «ell as being a block representative,

he is Poston Il *s representative for the Red Cross* Re has been asked to run
for many block offices but has refused saying that he has too many other
duties to fulfill*

The block has sponsored a number of socials, among which »as the fare**
wall party for the volunteers of shorn two left daring the first induction*
There has been three weddings In the block*

The block manager stated that cliques were apparent at first but are not
so definite now* However, according to a resident who had been in the block
from the very beginning he believes that the cliques are still functioning*
The kitchen crew which faee many fishing enthusiasts among its number are one
elicue and go to the rlvsr as a group* This interest in fishing is said
to have kept the crew together and is said to account for the lack of turn-
overs In tie personnel* There ere also some boys clubs which are formed
primarily for competitive sports, such as basketball and softball* There is
one strong family clan* This group is very close-knit and by uniting in their
purposes msmifasts power during elections, etc* The block manager*s Sife
belongs to this family group. Another clique is composed of poker and
penochle players composed of men in their twenties end thirties*

This block seems to have a definite dislike toward blocks in Hoku 111
whose reeldents same from the- Santa. Anita ’ssembly Center* Although t

Individuals have contact with those people, as a group thesis a tendency to
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avoid the«* The specifics example given of this was the attitude of the
athletic tea«#*- This year the block softball team decided to not loin the
camp league in order to avoid playing e-galoot the fkto 111 teams* They say
that those teems *pl»y dirty* and they*& rather not' play sgaiavt them. The
block1# relation with those in Boku 1 end Bofcu Il seam* to be alrightj in
fast, they ere on very friendly relations with the«* Soon after the block was
filled, there was a strained relation with the Maintenance .Department* This
was caused fey the Steward refusing to allow the Maintenance men to eat in
that, kitchen* This oven happened at the tine meet, Kitchens were beginning
to set aside their supplies because there was sons talk that if the Allies
should suffer too greet a set*~b»ck food might not be sent in to us* Trans**
portables problems also entered In to this hoarling business* The Steward
used this ss an excuse end said there would not be enough food to go around
if the men ate la the 525 mess ball*

The Block 525 Recreation Sail is used as the Poston Il library. On
the southern side of the mess hall a pond was made* At one time It was filled
with water, but soot from the ness hall chimneys seemed to cover the surface
of the water end made it very unattraetive* Besides the block gardens, there

are many individual gardens with vegetables and flowers * There is also a

remade in this block.



NSuperficial Blfcck Study May 31, 1943

" Interview with Mr. Esrasswa - mF

,mBlock 322

t

. HA» S e

(After 1 left Block 328, X went to Block 322* When | entered
the office, Mr* Karasawa, the Manager and Mr* Dave Arata, the
assistant block manager were there. | explained my purpose to
Mr. Karasawa, an issei. Be appeared cautious at first and
wanted to know "what for?"* X gave him the same line as 1 gave
the manager at 328, end he appeared satisfied. Be was very
cooperative and took pains to give ne precis© information search-
ing into his files. Occasionally Dave would put in a comment
or two every so often. Later, the secretary arrived and helped
the manager look for data* As the interview progressed, the
manager began to smile more. As the interview drew to a close,
the mail erne in* | left saying "Thank you, | appreciated this
very much”, above the hub-hub the manager replied "you bet" —
and thus X left*)

On August 28, 1942, the last of the Santa Anitans arrived
to fill in this block, all in all, there were 287 residents*

Prior to entering Santa Anita, these people lived in San
Diego, %ula Vista, Mission Valley, National City, Coronado,
Ctay, and Incanto* Majority of them are from San Diego being
engaged in restaurants, markets, fishing and hfctels# Others
are from the country where they were farmers*

"There are more Christians than Buddhists, although they
don# attend church"”, said Dave* However, Mr* Karasawa said that
there were about a equal number of Christians and Buddhists*

Originally there were 199 people over 16 years old. The

rest, 88, were below sixteen. There were 71 isseis originally
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Since then, three have left and one bed passed away* Two more
are leaving today* “ith 71 isseis originally, there were 216 ni-
seis and sanseis*

There have been four members of the block who cast out on the
highway of matrimony*

Twelve families have interned fathers* Ore lady left to
join her husband on May 24th*

M# Sam Fujita was the first Block Manager* After his pro-

motion to assistant Block Manager Supervisor, Mr* Dave Seki under-
took the office* *hen camouflage began, Mr. Seki went to work

there and Mr* Karasawa, who had always been assistant block mana-
ger, became the BIock_Manager. Succeeding Mr. Karasawa in the
assi's’::amt block m:smaglersh;ip was Mr. George Toshlda.TPfeQeir present
assistant, Mr. Dave Arata, under took the job. il

The first secretary was Miss Ruth Yamauchi* She was succeeded
by Miss Haruyo Hirai* The last and present secretary is Mrs. Kay
Hirai* The first custodian was % . Minoru Kushino, Be was succeed
ed by Mr. Soshigima* At present there is no custodian.

All has been running smoothly in the Cffiee.

The block gardeners are Messrs. Nobutarc Otsuka, and Frank
Yamada, both isseis. The block carpenters are Messrs. Haruo Hata-
shita and Hirake Yoshio who succeeded Mr. Tanabe. Two faithfuls,
Messrs. Hatsuta Maruya and Frank Hashiguchi have served from the
beginning as janitors, these men being isseis.

The kitchen is at present classified as VW" kitchen. There

are some forty workers. Mr* Charles Arata is Chef, Mrs* Lucy
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Sumida Is head waitress and KRY* George Biguchi is storekeeper#

All has run smoothly end there has been no friction* %®© food

is considered as the best in the whole three caiapst -receiving
desert every NOON and evening* Some of the food has com®© from
the block gardens* The excellency of the food is due to the
wonderful cooks they have*

'There is no block council now. That dispersed with because
no one shoed up* Whenever anything irrportant arises, the Block
Manager calls a mass meeting* Thus he says, «Everyone Is suppose

to come and if they donft and miss out on the important news, that
Is too bed* It*s their fault*« The average attendance is from
30 to 40 people# The manager said the spirit was fair but later

stated, «Better say good, to make a nice impression* Fair doesn%

sound so good**

There has been only one councilman, he being «Tanmes Takashima*
He has served as chairman of the Temporary Community Council*
Recently he was elected unanimously to the permanent council. He
and Mr. Hide© Higashi were nominated but the latter declined* Mr*
Kiyokichi Umesawa has been Issei Advisor*

miere -Is a Fujin Kai no™headed by Mrs* Hana Tanabe who
succeeded Mrs* Sumiye Taniguchi who left to re-join her husband*
This club makes flowers for weddings, funerals, etc*

There Is no one complete club within this block, although
many are members of clubs which include all Sen Megans.

Thelr ramada is considered best by them* Everyone helped
to cut the logs* Then the two carpenters built it themselves*



Superficial Block Study May 31, 1943 gjl|
,Interview with Mr* Karasawa - mf
Block 3£B

It took them approximately two and a half months, perhaps longer*
Work was began in «Tannery*

Running down the middle of the block Is a wide strip of
lawn and flowers* It*s very beautiful*

The block had 39 people working in Camouflage= Many have
left camp*

To date, among those leaving camp were sixteen on seasonal
leave, 3 families to other relocation «enters - S to Granada and
1 to Arkansas, 4 families to ldaho, and 14 ot! ers on indefinite
leave* There were 13 volunteers for the United States Army.
Eleven were accepted and two rejected. Ore has already left*

Among the residents who have become community leaders are
Jimmie Takashima and Umezawa *

This block is proudly acclaimed best by the manager and his
assistant* The secretary who had recently moved there, Considers
It much better than her former block* In this block the word

"best" is very common.
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éAt a little before nine o’clock this morning» | went to the
lock Manager’s office in Block 328* Mr. labuts, the manager
was out* However, Miss Chiyoko Sakamoto, secretary and Mr.
Masaki Tanizaki, custodian, were there* Miss Sakamoto, who has
been there from the very beginning was very obliging and most
of the information was secured from her. Cccassionallt/), she
asked the custodian for some information, later, the block
manager came in and Miss Sakamoto explained my purpose. He
was, shall | say, belligerent at first and acted as though 1
was a secret service person and asked the secretary what kind
of information | wanted and why. | stepped in_at that point and
explained that we were ertln% the history of Poston and it would
not be complete if we didn’t have facta about the blocks which
make up the community* He then cracked a smile and said in a
proud voice, "Ohe - well she {referring to Miss Sakamotol can
tell you all about it”. After that he was very nice and gave
some Information himself* When | left, with a nThank you", |
appreciate this very much"*— he sailed and cordially replied,
"You’re welcome, did you receive all you wanted?". 1 nodded.
Here as elsewhere, they consider their block as the best. The
manager spoke with an accent and appeared to be a kibei.

On August 26, 1942, 230 some odd people arrived on buses
from She Santa Anita Assembly Center. These were the volunteers
who had filed requests to join their relatives at Postone They
settled in Block 328. From there, some of them transferred to
Camp 1 end others stayed. Within two days, other residents from
Santa Anita moved into the block, these being former San Diegans.

The volunteers hall from a number of places-—-Los Angeles,
Hollywood, San Pedro, San Jose, San Gabriel and other communities
near Los Angeles. Thus this block is composed of people from
these localities plus localities near San Diego. Among them were
farmers, gardeners, salesmen, hotel operator, restaurant owners
end workers.

At present, the residents are workingpractically everywherel
There were close to thirty people working in Camouflage. Five
of these people have gone out and the others are taking things

easy
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There are more adults than children in this block* Only
three families have interned fathers and it is indefinite whe-
ther these families will re-join their fathers*

The proportion of Buddhist and Christians in this block
are approximately equal as are the citizens and non-citizens*

Three newlyweds have moved into this block to begin life
together in thé middle of this desert*

*me first Block Manager was Willie Funakoshif who served for
one month prior to his departure for Camp 1. Mr* «Tack Ota succeed-
ed him* Then Mr* Takeo Xebuta was elected into the office of the
election of Block Managers ohdl at the end of January and is hold-
ing the job at present. Mr* Jack Ota was the first assistant
block manager. After he became block manager, Mr* Art Tuba took
over the office only to quit after a while* Uext came Mr* Bsm
Amano* He left and at present, Mr. Keiji Obeta is volunteering
his services. Miss Chiyoko Sakamoto has been the one and only secre
tsry from the very beginning* There has been six custodians, the
first being Mr* Hisao Chiba* He went to the Post Office and Mr*
Art Tuba succeeded him. The in order cam© Kssrs* Sam Amano,
Tsutomi lIkemura, Masao Oshiki and finally the present one, Mr.
Masaki Tanizaki. Everything has been running smoothly In the
offled with no friction*

The block gardeners are, Messrs. Katsusaburo Hazama, Mr*
Sakuji Hirata and Mr. Seki Sakamoto, all isseis. They have planted

and tended practically all of the gardens in the block as only a

few are private*
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The block carpenters were Messrs* Masao Gshlkl, Masakl Tani~
zaki and Take© Yabuta at first* They were succeeded by Messrs*
Tajiru lkeosura end Shinobu Araki. At present, Mr. Tokuichi Tani-
zaki, an issei and M. Susumu Higashi, an nisei, are serving as
block carpenters.

Mr* Alji Shimizu is janitor and Miss Buth Monroe is matron*
Incidentally, there are two cases of mixed marriages residing in
this block. Both cases ace Caucasian husbands and Japanese des-
cent wives. The husbands are not residing in camp*

(During the first part of our stay in Poston, there was
trouble arising from a situation in the kitchen* Please see file¥*)

The kitchen is classified as an "ENn kitchen. There are 34 or
less members of the kitchen personnel. At present, Mr* Shigetaro
Ota, is chef, Miss Mieko Kurihara is head waitress and Mr. Takeo
Cbata is storekeeper. Aside from the incident during the early
p?rt of the stay in Poston, the kitchen has been running along
smoothly*

The block council has more or less been dispersed with. In

its place, a mass meeting is called. There is an interest and

lots of people turn out to these meetings.

There is a Fujln Kai in this block with. Mrs. Ishimotc as
leader« She is also the PTA councilwoman. They make flowers
for the sick who reside in the block as well as for weddings and
funeralse A person Is leaving for the Tula Lake Center to be
married soon* ¢-he will be t e first in this block to marry*

Mr. Takeo Yabuta was the first councilman to represent this
block in the Temporary Community Council* Then Mr. Art Tuba
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succeeded him* Mrs. Tei Trokey was elected as counciXv/osaan for

the permanent council* She won over two other opponents, Mr*
William Hasegawa and Mr* Tsmasuke Mine,. .both isseis by a final

vote of 30 to 10 end 5 respectively*

The ramada is not es yet completed. It was started in Decem*
her* Many plans are on paper but no one works to materialize them

there was a girls* club known es the See Duchesses. However,
they have dispersed* Another club is one made up of boys called
Lancers. 'Dais club is still active and has done much for the
block. Among It*s activities ere cutting cottonwood trees for
the.remade*.putting tar paper on barrack,doors, building a weinie
pit, helping in the kitchen as volunteers to give Waitresses a
day off, acting ss supervisors to the children in the block, guid-
ing'them in recreation such as —making model airplanes, boxing,
-etc, partitioning the recreation hall into three rooms and sponsor
ing many socials for the block* (X have heard many comments about
these .parties and they'have been favorable.) The Lancers also
volunteered to help construct the Life Guard Lookout et the river.

The three parts of the recreation hall are used thus: one
section by the boys* club, another section by the girls* club
and the last section by the "shamlshen" class*

There were five volunteers for the U.S* Army. Three were
accepted and two rejected. One left in the first group to leave

Poston*

There has been three soldiers to visit this block*

Eleven people have left for outside employment, ten for sea**
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sonal work and one on indefinite leave to Chicago*

At present, there are 207 residents, the eldest, an Issei
man Being 74 years, and the youngest, a Baby girl being approxi
mately a sicnth and a half* £ybh though the people cams frcffis

different sections, there is no friction probably due to the

feeling of oneness since all came from the Santa Anita Assembly

Canter*
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J When evening fell onthe hot and dusty day of August 27, 1942, Biook

550# located la the southwest corner of Poston TIT, became the new neigh*
borhood for 276 people who had just arrived that afternoon from the Santa
Anita Assembly Center* These people, before going to Sente Anita Assembly
Caster ware from the following communities! all but one in San Diego City
and County; San Diego, Pacific Beach* Lemon Grove* Bonita, Mestor, Spring
Valley, Mission Valley, Encanto, SI Cajon, Palm City, National City, Lincoln
Acres, Coronado, Chula Vista dnd Santa Crus*
The former occupations of these people were wide and varied* Anong the®
were farmers, nurserymen, fishermen, "Tofu8 menutftcturer, domestic workers,
market and retail »tore owner« and operators, clerical workers, hotel owner and
operator, Tea Garden ownsr and operator, barber, restaurant, employees, book
salesman, sewing school instructor, students and several others to be class!*
fled as doing miscellaneous work* At present the people are involved in many
occupations * block officials and employees, kitchen, Industry, Smployment and
Leave, Education * pre-aehool to high school. Police, warehouse, Library*
Health sad hospital, tractor crew, Timekeeping* Ohueh secretary* Host construe*
tlon and research# There were appro imately twenty*eight camouflage workers#
Fourteen of them have left ea p* twelve for seasonal and one for the army and
one for indefinite leave to Ohicaeo* Others have found work elsewhere in camp
or are taking things easy for a while* Four people moved to Ganp 1 to work
there =
On October 26, 194%*f fifteen additional people arrived from Santa Anita to
take up residence in this block# These people, all but one from San Diego and

vicinity, were allowed to stay until this late date because of medical excuses«

O® came as a bride of a person who stayed behind*
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Buddhist families outnumber Christian familias almost two to one» Thsro are
elevan oases whore the parents are Buddhist and the children or at least ora

of the children attend either regularly or irregularly the Christian Churoh*
Prom this block approximately twenty three fathers were interned* All but

nine have returned* One "~ife left on May 24, 1975 to rejoin her husband*

Her two eons plan to follow /when school closes for the summer*

At present, there are approximately 92 non*»oitizona and 130 citizens residing

In this block* t%ny people =.hare, left the block* One whole fatally of six left
leaving an vacant apartment." Sight others him* loft on indefinite !©eve*

Three persons, one girl and two boys, hove been marrie d in Poston from this
block* One other'persa.mleft camp to he married and one person is leaving to

be married* Another 'person ie rumored to be engaged al'though there is no
confirmation nor denial*

then the block first bogan, people fYom' other ocampe were appointed an bleak offi*
dale* the residents of this block wanted one of its own membera and many meet*
lugs were held to settle the issue with the officials from other camps. The
block may have appeared to be very radical but if wanted it their way* Finally
the block got its own way and Mr* Moto Seakawa was appointed Block Manager*
However, he resigned In order to go into Community Activities where he was
urgently needed* Then Ur. Fred Eatsumsta was appointed and was made permanent
manager at the election held in late January* He served until approximately May
7, 1945 when he resigned to become storekeeper in the Kitchen* Mr* Fhjimoto,
who had been assistant manager all the time took his place* Mr* Frank Fukamizu
then became assistant manager* He had bean custodian succeeding Mr* Shlgenobu
Yemenishlllast September or October or ao when the latter went out on seasonal
leave* When Mr* FUkamizu became assistant Block Manager, Mrs# Grace Takeguchi

became custodian* However, Mr* Fuksmizu quit to go to the warehouse and Mr*
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Mr* Oeao Himaka became Assistant Block Manager on May 31# Mica Shizu Tama-
shite was the first secretary* In December when the Maryknell Catholic Church
opened in Carp 3# she resigned to become secretary at the church* Mias Kiyoko
Matsumoto then became secretary* When she left for Chicago on April 5, 1943*
the position was vacant without anyone available who could fill in the vacancy
on a full time basic* Miss Kaz Kobo was hired as part-time secretary working
in the afternoons after school* Mr* Dick Fuji and Mr* Adachl* both iaaeis*
have been block Janitors from the very beginning* The first block carpenters
were Mr* Robert Tanabe* an nisei* and Mr* Ysno$ an issei* At present* the car-
penters are Mr* Tano and

The first block gardeners were Mr* Nobuso Kids* M™* Kiyotake Kusumoto and Mr*
Mlyokiohi Kido. Since then* Mr* Kusumoto has been replaced by Mr*

It was very evident that the kitchen needed workers immediately after the

block became occupied* Consequently* M# Ted Tagade took It upon himself to
sign people up to work in the kitchen* Thus he became steward* Later* how
ever* trouble arose and he quit* It seemed an though the idle tongues of -tome
of the wonen in the bloek disgusted him. Mr* Akiyama succeeded him* He worked
for a while then becoming tired of It* he wanted soreone to take his place*
When Mr* Joe Yoshioka arrived on October 26* 1942* he became the new steward and
Mr* Akiyama transfered to Industry* Mr* ? * Koike has been the chef since the
beginning* At present* Mr* Koike ie chef* Mies fusee Kids la-head waitress and
Mr* Fred Kateunsata is storekeeper*

Mrs* Kubo* now in Crystal City* Texas with her husband* was the first issei
lady to work in the Kitchen* She served as waitress* Many others followed
suit and now there are many issei la lea working in the kitchen as dish washers*

dieticians* and kitchen helpers* Nisei girls are waitresses and issei men are
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»re cooke* Other nisei and kibel boys serve as kitohenheipera* There ere
approximately forty workers la ell*

At the beginning# the block council was very active In holding meetings
frequently« Beeently, however# they meet less frequently# Mass meetings ere
held# the turnouts ere pretty "sad”# the Block Manager patiently urges the
residents on by persistently ringing the Kkitchen gong«

The block gardeners have busied themselves by planting vegetables and flower##
Many of the residents have planted private gardens of vegetables and flowers#
Also many have planted lawns and O nstructed fish ponds in order to beautify the
block# the residents have benefited by the vegetables grown In the block by
private and block enterprises as many had appeared In the Kitchen#

There Is more or less a Fujin-Kai# Whenever flowers ars needed for weddings or
funsrels or for other special secessions* ths ladies are notified and they

turn out to make them# The first leader was# Mrs# T# Furuta* She was succeeded
by Mrs# Kojina who Is ths present leader*

The most disastrous event which happened in this block was the closet blase#
which destroyed ail of the clothes of the Fujimoto family* The origin of the
fire was not determined but it was blamed on carelessness# The fire was ex**
tinguished by two firemen who were off duty but not before allthe clothes had
been destroyed#

Another devent which might have been disastrous if succeesful was an attempted
suicide by a bachelor# However# he was discovered and taken to the hospital#
Block 370*0 physical improvement can probably be summed up In this exclamation
made by a person who had not visited the block for about a month* "Tour block
certainly has a lot of greenery now %» it really has imporved#" Besides all

the climbing vinee growing up# many shade# have gone up in an effort to keep the

beaming sun from hitting the spartmente = thus keeping them cool#

On November 11# I8M2# a young peoole *s block club was formed# The main reason



Superficial Block Study (9)
Block 33©

yit to koop the children out of mischief* The firet event for this club

was a welnee bake held at the 330 pit on the 23th of November# awever after
this bake# the club disintegrated and it does not exist today# for a short
time# the boiler room of the laundry wae the headquarters for the Eagles Olub*
Later# they moved out* During their stay# they sponsored one dance# which

was held in the dining hall#

Approximately twenty youngsters ranging between the years six and eleven or twelve
form a strong mixed clique* Practically every evening following dinner# they
would congregate and play games# sing songs and in other ways entertain them*
selves# They have contributed nothing to the block except lots of nolee and thus
liven up the block*

Another strong clique wae that of moat of the fellows In the block ranging

fro» early teens to early twenties# Many of the fellows have left butbioee
remaining still make up the clique, they haven't done anything for the

block either# Several fellows from the other San Diego blooka ar members of
the clique and eat at the 35® dining hall# there la a clique of women who «pend
their leisure time in idle talk and gossip*

Many of the people are concerned over the possibilities of family camps where
they may once again be with their fathers#

There are several men who are very capable as loaders and who were leaders back
home# Among them are Meters# Mbto Aeakawa# Fred Kataumata# Joe Owashi# O#

Kushino and Tamaehita# All are active in camp holding positions of leadership

in the entire samp as well as in the block#
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Follovdng meeting on recreation, talk with Mrs* Takemoto* Ask her
if there is a woman*s club group in her block that could help with the
recreation program* She says that there is a club, but it is very inactive*
They had to be pushed to do anything, and finally *&e decided that since
she lived in the block and had to live there, it would be better if ah©
retired into the background and didn*t try to push things and get then

started*

Then ask if any boys or girls dubs in the block or groups that
night be willing to take a hand in it* She says that there aren*t any that
Just include members of the block* AIll of the® include young people frcm
other blocks and are therefore spread out* She doesn*t think they could
help.

She says that she thinks one of the reasons why Block 306 does
not cooperate and work for block interests is that there are gi* many people
there who evacuated into the free zone and then had to come in here* There-
fore they don*t get along as well as the San Biego blocks «here everyone
knew each other before and feel an interest in the blocks activities* They
get organized easily and feel and interest in carrying things through for th
people* But Block 306 isn«t like that — most of them didn*t know each
other before* Another thing is that the San Biego blocks are ©ore citified
i&ile her block is rural and more backwards* Also the San Diego people
went through the Assembly Center and ©he thinks it was a good thing for them*
Before trlley were narrow in their outlook on life, but there they learned how

to work together* Her block never had that experience*
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Later on, Mrs* Burge «ho is present, mentions food and says that
in CT*s block, 306, sometimes they hare a dinner of nothing but boiled
noddles* EC asks Ct «by this happened* Mrs* Takemct© explains that she
thinks it is the fault of the cooks* they knew nothing about cooking before
taking the Job and worked on the assumption that anybody could cook# to
them it is just another job, and since most of them were farming people
«ho were used to just grabbing anything they could get, the food seems good
$fc them# But she doesn«t like it. She says perhaps she is too particular*
there block has never had particularly good food the mess crew just
do@sn*i take enough pains with it*

She says that her 6 year old daughter hasn*t eaten at the mess

for a long time although the 9 year old boy goes there for his meals*
the little girl of course gets her noon meal at the Childrenl® bunch Room*
that is one of the good things about Poston 3, hawing this mess room inhere
the children get goou, well balanced meals every noon* It*s much better
for them thy*™ mating in the regular mess halls* At night, she fixes

the little girl some cucumbers, and rice and an omlet# She gets the eggs

from the canteen here#
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Student Autobiography June 15» 1943
(Kaz KOba, 10th Core)

Peach blossoms were in full bloom in our back yard on the day
of January 11, 1927, when | was born in the fair city at Coronado, California. Illy
family consisted of three beys until the day | arrived? with an addition of another
boy two yeare later. My three older brothers are very much alike in many ways.
They are quiet, bashful, and great sports fane; although today they have overcome
their timid feelings, ihe youngest brother is all together different from the
others, le la loud and rowdy.

I shall well remember the houae in which I was born; for | lived
there until evacuation day, April 7, 1942—one of the most important days of my
life*

At the ags of 4 I enrolled in the kindergarten at the Coronado
Grammar School. This school was located approximately in the center of the city.
The buildings were rather new and equipped with modern facilities. Large trees,
shrubs, grass, lovely flowers, swings, monkey-bars, aee”saws, etc. surrounded the
school buildings.

The majority fo the teachers were young. There west very few
male instructors. The teacher whom | shall always remember is iry third and fourth
grade teacher. She was young, pretty, attractive, and kind. Everything about
her made me like her. Her pleasing personality attracted everyonele attention.

My best girl friend in grade school was nmy next door neighbor*
We were about the same age and in the same classes. There were many girls whom I
played with at home said at school. It was difficult to keep one real friend
because the majority of the students were navy personnel and they rarely attended
one school more than two years. Even though these students left before we could get
fully acquainted, nufc of them returned in later years, so w®© had a chance to
continue our friendship until they were again transferred elsewhere.

Due to illness | was forced to miss a year of school, so | had
to repeat the sixth grade* When I returned to school my classmates were a grade ahedd.
Therefore, | wae put with boys and girls younger than myself. It was difficult to
glet acquainted with them. Finally | adapted myself and made friends with ny new
classmates.

The children in our neighborhood were usually older than me. Wb
somehow got along together oven though we scraped now and then. Wb played games such
as cops and robbers, follow the arrow, hide and go seek, hop scatch, etc.

When | was 12 years old | earned ny first few pennies by taking
care of a neighbor’s child* Soon after this | worked off and on for different ladles
in Coranado* During the summer of 1940 1 took a steady job caring for a six months
old baby and from then on nmy real work experience began.

Our family never did any real traveling outside of San Diego
counter, but we occaseionally took rides out to the distant mountains or to the
near-by beach for gay afl4 enjoyable picnics*
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Interview «ditti Block M/E8 §1? CiOrutys
Block 217

Cosa iat© tke Block ktéfUsger*a office aboat S§8SO la tbe of
Tl«d ywee aaa sitting et table in front of office near cor, a 6afi
in early twenties working at a desk, ano ay«*g ** * looks a# though
be very well could be kitei although bis English turns out to be good
(judge hi* possibly Ubai oc a certain softness about the few , fflioother
too than typical nisei} cob.a forward fro» cbair behind counter. lould
judge blu to be about a or 22 although ««ld be younger. Introduce ujrself,
and ~ id a »bat want. He nor tbe others in the office hare he id of the

Bureau so SC explains alittle about *at it ha* cone aaa « « »entions

block inproroaent nirrsy they say they p the boysp p lail p
mok]ng tbe cbcck on tillg blecck#

4e we talk, cany people cone in for the Bail. High sAool age
boys cose in and stick aroand the office, «»on vancer in and t Ik «ith
the seer tary. the office such »ore risiteti than that i» SZ7 giro«
press!« that it u-sa friendlier etoosphere. Ca»«t iaagin# antroae
really ranting to linger aroma 88? office, Aile &7 a pleasant place.
It has a large red cross seal, little signs around reainding the block

Banager to do things, paper flowers, end this and that.

2 :talk, the other young nan who i s cppursatly cuatodisn is
drawn into the cooeereation and probably ti*ee -s zuéh infomstiae as to*
»«»Eff«m does. Fro» t as to ti»e the secretary adds a nord or two or gitrea
soae f rther information, and so»eti*es those Ao cose in are sihed to

MITIINEE® Also, «bec that uon»t bars tbe »nswarg, they go to the files
and look up things like present occupation of the residents, *pcy ***
rery silling to talk «bout the block fOlo-ing gestions Act » as*», but

notice hat they »entice nothing to its bisfaror and not a aaraur about the

. ) . . . .
garbling raid #> a asked for erents. g(t)%@ %8 88 interested in tha interriew.
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Interview with Block Mgr,
Block S17F 2

But detect sir of caution as though they were weighing each gnawer to sec
«feat discredit it -migit hare for the block — this true though In certain

areas as when asked 1f turn-ewer In blodk, managers staff*

First ask about the compost ion of the block, saying noticed that
they eeaaao to be mostly fran. JUedley* The Bloc* Manager aaya that two e
put dowmn a&Readley people were evacuees to the free $o»e* kctualiy there
are onoy 8 fauillt« from Reedley in the Hock* Besides those listed in
the Census there are people fro® San «loste* Oakland, San Jwis Cuspu#
is a matter of fact,, he thinks that tiesy have people there from all parts
of Califomia, from north to south, and from east to -west, in this one
block* They aren®t 41 from one place by any means* Thy have had some

movement out of the block into other blocks to Join fsallies thare,

but not enough to ekmge the original exposition* Then ox late there

have been a few moving out* This has been mostly young men and women,
going out on seasonal and indefinite leave* Be thinks seasonal and
indefinite leave ere about 50-80 so far* A good many more are planning
to go out, but so far 1t basnet been d“populatex* to GhF essterv*

For age groups, the greatest lumber are the young people, say t ;0® stout

18 or 18 to 22* They don”t have »any children in the block, or many old

Tbsy have a block, council composed Of erme representative fro»
each barracks, the Block Custodian, the Block Mensger, the Councilman*
He as Block Manager Calls the meeting whenever anything exes up, but they
have no regular schedule for meetings. The Block Council m& started about
two months after the fiffigg] filled up, early in August* At first they had
soe difficulty getting six the reprasentativc« to » e but of late th"f

have had good attendance* Thy also .have regular block meetings —* though
wtoB * regular schedule. *>e differ««* beteeen *e «so institutions is



dX BXccik ¥$%6$
Iritorrlev «1th BEXt £tgr#
BX"ck #3*?F H
teat to* Bloc*. Council is celled to «wstoer toing® like olfficuities in
toe »ess —»ti- toe Stok, heetIn* is called for elections* or toen
e~toing ', f to be MU to ererybodto *e ton. oat tor block »eotiags
iIs sorer eery lei*«. At toe seettegs to.y here mmUmim toted to give
moDfy for sonetoing toe block needs — tor instance 'mm, aon ‘tei ma'r
to toy things tor toe diet kitchen iIn their ness toll, to«* “to tried
to requisition toe utensils since last toil, bat nerer could get to «
through toe Steward®™s >.p*rtoent so they decide®, tost If they were e»er
going to get thoa they «ouXd &&YO to boy the» thessaXves*

On® block activity is an aftermoon lunch tor all children, up to
he thinks to« age of 12. this IS , 5*00 or SOS In to« aftemoon. He
think# thou«, that all the blocks do this tor toe young children. **x»
need it, tecs»#« | ¥ children don™t eat ,u<b at their regular «eels.
There are too »any people tor to« to watch, and lately it has been too

Jeot, Jnyr 1O xaoch &t the ®&&
They hare had no real difficulty in their ness hall, to toe

«sole he toilets people are pretty satisfied, that is 1f anythin« cones iIn
for toe kitchen crew to hare a chance to fix then decent neais. *-M “£I®
only one ore., and tois has been just about toe sane since J |

The cooks sera regular cooks on toe Mtat-e, | ol Omim U%eir
faa restaurants and so they knee *at to do. lately they hare lest too

by toelr going out. Horner due of those too is left toil® not a wguler
cook before is going on his free days to toe cooking school ted is

to learn to be a cook, host of toe ere* are oi-er people. *»** tiTe th™

one day off I »onto, sod then toe people of too block in tea take care

of InSXXd
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There bas hem consider;Me turoower in the Block Manager»a StaffO

(Though he ssens reluctant to talk abeut that}. He is the third they
hese had* the other two resigned, thinking they were going out snl then
soaething cane; up s® they had to rt-.y iR ca»p and tb*y boot other joba»
He has been in the office IQ month% startling out as Custodisi*
have an1 ;\*gs:skta('ntyB\Xk Hgr~and a Secretary* ratfim 1S:hse|*’e are -2 block y
carpetee* mu i bleuit gardiners* Those hare been ths same aXi the ray
through* (memory doubtful on this last point, but think he said this}
They have had the same Councilman, &k Xodst™j., fron the
beginning* They liked him so much th<1l they didnft want any ether* At

this last election, he was un&nimously elected at the block meeting«
They thigh he Is the best councilman in camp and he is rery important
in the council* (fon© and sien Yery respectful in sloshing of hi» so

gather he is popular and also respected*) Be is ro., wtoo-daiffian of the
council, and one of the regree«mttd&T3#a to the ©veiwnlX cuuncéj .«
O n&# if any political campaign as in sene blocks, they cy that there
arc no factions here and «freryono wasted the old councilman bach*}.

(a the whole their block has had no trouble* iroiyon* gets along
mil with the others* OFf course* ewery block has little difficulties
now and then, but nothing serious has ewer happened to disrupt the h&moBey
of 31?7 They think it is a very good block* EC laughs and asks tbs* which
Is the best block in 1lij | They laugh back and say that ;be knons what they
will ©ay, 517 of course*

DC asks about their shade* TW s«y that the block carpenters
did some of the work, got it started |Ef§ helped-tc it ail the
way through, but «01 ‘'the people cm the block helped so that it would be

done sooner end nc-one would bare to work too hard* It wec the work of the

whole block*
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jbe U 04 nsn&gor s”rs thst he thiiike thé reai leeders ef Mi block
&e thou®© «Aie r® ea «i-0 Block Ceti&cil* ItNr schs&tO© gei (dRo& pretty
weH togetb©!? £j1**C*

jfSfeod ai»©ut housIBgj hi ssys tfaai Me block It. siili protty full
«ad Mere fifli utili a few eas&s B over~crowdi»#*

&$te$ &boot OnB*p&ttCjis# Quii# a iWieb«r «Oiti H Me Clinic, <«e
la tb© landsoeps ©row, so»«'sebo®! t#acber% oro io Me Ca&p | sositittg
o©hool*. w”ehcuge, ©Olisiruetion (includili«» kr* Misbx foreaan al M® Adobe
ike*fc}> thé Eliter et Me pestali Cbronicl«, aeabera of thé poiiee depertnent,
godete»! of B&plcy»€E»t, seste in peultxy, sane in Pesi dii©** a girl in
tfee Sewlag XM~ ertnsnt* s©&e secretairies in the Scbool-tNCfiee; eoe# in Me
library Offire, smsij« in Me Canp | fiscal Oeparteent*
of Me ftccroation gali and on® b/rraeks used e# a Uareezy School*

fii"y bara a iaii&eor of clubs in ih© Block* filar© ié a Fu”l» Beli

«eiich WSS organised a long tIMse ago Mten Bob Miratela was Block Manager*
fb8y adko fiorera for I\ni®r&ls, nostly in tbe block* and tbey do otfeer
tbinka to bolp Me Block* krs# f afflano is thé presidente Xt is nostly
caspesed of ©lder iotaen* fben they nelp in tbh© BH bhildreots boss Hall*
g§ne MMIM geo# Mera to work eeesy doy# Xt useo ta be tee* bui noe it
has chaBged t© ano* EC 'é#| about PfA» asking if Mrs* lafflano is thé
block rcproeent&tlva to it* The Secretary esr* eaetfee* Mta» is — Mai
thoy are t * separate groppa and the PTA in Ma block le iW | eenpnsea of
younger «eneo, niacd nothers* Just tfeen a young woanas oosies in diesa they
gay is ® FTa woaan* Su» ssays th&t iher* is no §f] . ©Fgardsmtioii in ibis blook*
fhey ttilked it ©rcr and decido® th&t beeanse Moro .aro so few notbors in
to* block, th«y dido*t neeo a separato organisation bore* In sofflei'docks db#

thinks it Is separate* Aotu&Uy bere not so o&ny yeung eaixdreo usi tbes©
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$Ostly in a tm families, There are meisy of hi# school age however.

The ether clubs are for younger people* There ¢,re tss© bogrs eiube»

¢ i Cor ©ldei* h3]|$] a few of toa» of -hi# <tctcol age hit most aboutMI
to ¥2* It is called Espires« It «ft* founded to do thing« v&itte for
the Hoct» hot 90 km”™ of it« ¢somber« went out. that it bei$h*t gotten t©
do very such* (Both bo/& $p<Pak as ihou# th«y »««bart® It is net
®a athletic club# Town there is a group for ysawgtr h f* esXled the

Tftay don*t a© «euh of «lathing* Agirls club'is the Semper

fldeXis *&ieh includes older girls, (Tost recently these other throe
are older otganitaiiauB th«gr founded a «uufe for younger hoys and
girls called the Hits*

They ©a»*t think of any spool«l events in the blocks# f ey
40©u*t have a&ay islook parties bore# at least -not recently* They look
eefearassed sboi* aidcea why, and then b8=w&? tbit it has soaetbing to do
flth the moss bell people, £6 gay« she understates that host seso balls
=s0ti*t let dances fee held 'there anymore, They nod and say that the
erew deesa*t like thorn to h&v« daaces or partios oftaa. However they had
a Boo | ears party and se»e TeresalX partieg# And thgy hod one big 'wedoiBg#
~Nefi ~»g going tO© bava 'janother one Ssturd”r which will || really big#

In all they have had three wodcings i» the block, the ore Saturday will
make it four* Two of these were carriages within the bleak, two into
other blocks*

I© asks if in their activities if they stick together .as.a block#
or if they visit arid Me a good deal of |*#]1f from the locality in
-other blocks* fh”y both suy that mostly they stay sd-thib their own block
H i associate ®ith tbo block paopl«. It is like one big family, tvm
thou# they didn*t knoa aaob othar 'before, thoy like each other now they
are together and feel like old friends, 1% 414c*t teke long for thm to

ease to feel like this the strangeness of being hero together wore off
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Interview with Block Manager M&sawa Hirata Ixt IB

Block 82?

Go over there in the aftt-rnoon and find ike Block Manager in the office
with the secret&zy* Ac we talk people come in for their »ail* a mm
coses in to ask if the Block c&ipenter can start hoiking on nis place
Aot, and some just seas to cone in and out« MB stands leaning on tbe
counts and WO leans on the other aide«’ Be keeps necking» start# to
cough and take# another puff» Baaing ike interview* mikes no attempt
to look up any fact# In Mis files* simply talks along«

M locks to be about 3D« He says be cones from San lose» He
was a truck driver for nine years* bad & rente taking bin up to Oakland*
over to Ssoraswa&to and b&ck down again« He bay# be liked being elvers
on tbe move and never getting into a town at tbe &me tine of day» That*s

kept bin going» then be evacuated «tas tbe voluntary evacuation
cane and went over into tbe free gone« He was evacuated «gain directly
Mere» Mbat of tbe Sen lose people are now up in Heart Mountain» He ha®
no plans for going out —* think# those going oon*t realise what they mill
be up against on tbe outside« He do«gn*t mindthe war» we&tber —* so far
it bcsn*t been bad» Most of tbe people in bis block are prepared against
it with coolers» He brought bis Om cooler along with bin when be
evacuated«.

1C introduces herself when she first cone# in* and teixs bis she
belongs in tbe research department« He. «#y* all be knew« about tbhe dep&rt**
isent is that they look over the Block Managers logs« EC tells bis writing
history of Boston and finding tb&t know very little about tbe different
blocks in ©any ease# — know hardly anything chout ££ 82? for example*

He says you won*t find such about it in tbe log because be docs»ft blLiev«
in writing in it* ba#nft done anything with it for &long time« titan be

first started* be used to write thing# in and make suggestion#» But nothing
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erer came of thea sa Be got tired of «kiting anything or making any
attempt to improve things# Eresi requisitions, hasy kept asking for
things th<"r seeded and they never seemed to get any* He .oesn*t know

wh&t happened to thee*

He says that he can say veiy little about any block, contributions#
They have & block garden, and thtm there are things that the block
carpenters have done around the place# The block carpenters have done

a good deal — they are now fixing screens in the doors, have sup rviswd
the laying of 1inoleum, made things for the ness halls, fixed the
latrines, and done other work around the block, including working on

the shade# There are two of them# ppfrfo However they have not remained
the «ap» frr* the beginning — there have been three or four changes of
carpenters# The primary reason for the change would be that they would
have arguments in the mmm hall, the mess hall staff wanting too maxp
things and never feeing satisfied# But on the «hole, he thinks the
carpenters have dose a good Job# |f they had had the material, tney
conia have done a good deal more, but the Construction department has
never been willing to help them with material# He do&an*t know why#
They send up requisitions through the Hock Managers Snervisore office,
but when It goes to the Construction Department it seems to hit a
bottleneck and tney aon»t get anything# The Block Gardeners — B in
number —. however have remained the same# Thty have contributed a good
4n the wYy of vegetables for the mess hall# He thinks tfeer# Coup
g is ahead of the other two camps# Ho thinks this is.because here the
gremiti is levai while in Camp 1 some is low and the water collects there,
brings up the add in the soil and spoils the vegetatelas# Here the block
gsrdinere get leaf mola from out arenai the aesquite, have the trucks
gemp it in the bind and have good fertiliser for growing vegetables#

However it*s no good for lawns — he had two patches of lawn himself, but
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macd too jsuck leaf »®©lu and ih”jr died out*

He thinks that yon can say little about the contribution of this
block* Fro© the beginning it has been too mixed for the groups to be able
to get together* There are four or five factions* end they never can
agree themselves* That*3 because the people ixaie fro© many different
localities» Some blocks have gotten organised pretty well and gone S&Gad
and done things* but this bioJc never has* He thinks you have groups
her© from all over California* and it includes many who evacuated during
Voluntary Evacuation and then had to come here when the free «one ms
cleared* as he had to* 1C shows him list of localities for block obtained
£rm Ce-sus* He says he thinks that that is about right, except that it
dees not include enough places* 1» addition to the list given there
are San Jos©* San- Francisco and Santa Eosa# Another thing was that the
block filled up gradually* being the last one filled* In August there were
only 60 people in the block* Than August 26* 50 came in §XM the San
Biego area who had been in Santa Anita* Groups kept cosing in until the

0f£ September# So they never settled down and got organise * At the
peak* they had either 242 or 256 people in the block* J8W  Son® of
these transferred in from other blocks or from Carmp I* and others of
course came in from outside* lately it has started to go- U&M ¢-gain though
not nary have gone out as yet* Some of the younger people have gone on
seasonal or indefinite leave, but these are mosUy young boys going out
to work* Then he had many single non that came into- this block# At one
tine thdf h»d 14 apartments filled with bachelors* Host of these were over
46* anu it was a real Job to get them to do anything* They bad always
been very in .©pendant anu never had to get along with tner people* Then

they ease in here at 45 or 50 or older and are too old'to adjust thenselves

to coop®©rating*



nNT

Superficial Block Study 6/H #
Block 527# 4

these old f&Uows bon*t waot to turn out for any block activity >
aod it is hard to get them to take ary responsibility# Be thinks that
considering all these tbiii&s, he has the hardest block of any 1® ca®P
of *M*» to he block manager» Other blocks get along together, and get
things dene# but this one doesn't*

Asked .about the block managers office#- he says that he has been
sahag iy of this block from the beginning» Be was one ofthe first to come
in here* Be doean*t know why he sticks# sense of duty he supposes* Plenty
of tines he has «anted to get out# but there» s nobody else willing to take
the Job* At the last election# he wanted to get out — anted to take
nether job» So he wrote out his resignation and sent it to the sup rwisor

also presented one to the block* But the block refused to accept it
and at the block seating# they drafted his back in* The way he looks at
it he W—a railroaded into keeping on with it* Be wishes that he could quit*

They have had the &&m councilman all the way through also* =
«Just like me# he«3 stuck sith it*» Be gives the impression that the
councilman doesn't like being on the job hither# but is drafted back into
office every time*

They have a block council in the block* It is composed of a
representative ires each barracks# It uoesn*t seet regularly =—he Just
calls it whan something important comes up# and then the representatives
don«t aXvays show up* they never aecide anything bemuse of the factions#
ad® group is strong enough to Carry anything through*

the mess hall hm been pretty good# «considering what they have
to mrk *dth»* So there hasn«t been much complaint about the food in
particular# fh”~y have had more or leas the same staff all the way through#

with the exception of the dish washers who got promoted and the high school
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kids «ha ark parti®«* they had tiro chefs, but one left to go ©at* 0»®
of the© mjs that he is a professional cook or was before zmm&M,mt bat
IP s®ys be doubts tba-1 he was* Bat still' the food has he«» pretty fair,
and the stuff fro© the block gardens has helped a lot* 1C asks if they
give the ©ess hall' staff a day off and he says that they d©n*t i® this-
block because he doesnft believe in it* Be dossnft think that there are
people in the block other than those who regularly work in the, ©ess hall «h©
&fe csoapet.oat to do the cooking* But oecssioaclly» -key give the mm
staff a boiMsy sad then the omen ef the block come In and t&ke over*

1C asks about the occupations followed by block residents* Be ©sys
he thinks th«y are pretty well scattered except that very fw* work in the
Aflatr«i €.trwtion tmiliings and n«sy -af the bachelors dna*t -icrk* Bany
~ork in the ig;rie«ltaral Department, some isodeed in eanoufl&ge hat are
through there now and one of the* la plonking to go in to thePoiUizy
hept# as soon as he has gotten restsi up, there are suae working as .
adnlnisttatlen Janitors, three in the post Office, some on 'the doctors
staff, some aech&aics, a girl in the Sewing Bepa'-t©ent, and th Knitting
Class teacher* then thty have two ministers , the Bead Carpenter of the
School, and some working in the dental clinic in the block* Be says that
the doctor«s office is a chairopractor whi h is supposed to be- set up in
this block, but hasn*t been yet and th*y don«t know it will Shari*

©lock institutions are & preschool in one builaingy cental

clinic, and I church* this is part of the Christian Church and is under

Bew# Ckimoto* the other ©inistar is Peal Sagano but he stays down .rouna

they have a fujin lai in the block which in about the only
organ!sstion they have* Be doesn*t think it*s very strong, cut it was

id acre tin« ago* the club helps with the mess hall or do other
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things for the good of the block# They h&ve no other regular club in the
block, although there is shat is really a Toung Men*® dub which meets to

practice baseball* 1t ha# no name. then there 1« a young Junior dub

composed of high school student * It ale* ha# no name# he d*eah<t know
ii.at either of them do anything in particular#

O asks about special wants in the,block# He says that they
hare had three big redding parties and three farewell parties# Then they
had another big block party in honor of the Kitchen crew eone months back,
and of course they had Hew Tear## and Christ»«® parties# J| can*% think
of anything else of importance that has happened in the block# And he
can't think of any period when yoy coul >say h# Hodc was clicking,
~~ for a week or so it might seem to be getting ¢dong pretty well, and then
some quarrel or trouble would bereak out# Other blocks «here the people
aMpe mibed might here high periods, but this block newer got to that point#
(ill through, though he seemed to grow interested in talking about the block,
and newer seemed to h”ve any inhibitions about it, his air was one of
boredom with the universe# Finally though he said that he was amazed at
how much he did know when someone started' to ask him questions that he
seemed to hare all the answers# Actually the, interview did not proceed in
as o.derly a fashion as typed — SO tried to lead his back and forth between
his attempt* to expand at length and in 'lie &me words over his trouble® a®
manager, of a.disunited biock#)
(In going through this block, noticed that it la not as well cared, for as
other blocks# It has a small remade, pole covered, but no vines# Few
gardens mi m elaborate ones# A few porches and one I&sge vegetable garden#

Quite a number of ol er mem (possibly 40 to 50). cut beside one barracks,

lying on camp cots# this at £5®Q in the afternoon#)
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I, Grace Kaminaka, was bora in El Cajon, California, (which is in
San Diego County) on September 9, 1925# | was bora in a little country farm and
lived right on that land where | was born for fifteen years.

At the age of seven years | started the first grade at Cajon Valley
Uhion Gramaar School* On my vcry first day of school before school had been started
I had a little accident* | rode to school for my first time and day in a school
bus* From the steps of the bus and to the ground was quite a distance for an young
child to get off. Naturally I was offered to be helped to get off the bus, but I
refused. | said |’d get off myself. Well, | jumped off. And there | went right
down in my stomach. | must of landed on ny nose as | got a terrible nose bleed.
My now dress, before X had even been to class, was all soiled with blood and dirt.
| had to attend my very first day to class in a sdlled dress. n

I went to school from the first to sixth without any serious illness,
accidents and the such.

One sunnier day, the year of 1936, | had a hip accident. X was over
my married sister*» house during summer vacation. One evening, ray girl friend offered
to ride my on my bicycle. I"said "all right." She got on the seat and she would
pedal the bicycle while I sat on the handle bar. We were riding gaily, and smoothly.
We were rfding gaily, a steep hill and it was very steep. | lost balance while we
were going down the hill and my hell slipped into the spinning spokes of the bicycles.
Did | ever scream, my girl friend couldn*t stop”the bicycle until we got down the

hill. The heel of my shoe"was town and couldn’t be worn anymore. | started in limp-
ing home | did walk in that foot which gained very much* My sister and brother-in-law
looked ®y heel over and said | have to go to the doctor. | didn’t want to go but I

did. It was rather late when"we arrived at the hospital. We waited for the doctor
and"he finally came. | didn’t want anything doneto my heel, as 1 didn’'t like

doctors at all when"l was young the doctor took a pair of scissor#and cut Off the
dangling Skin. He then put some medicine”on it and bandaged it up. My brother-in-law
and I"'went home* He"said that if it started pain in the middle of the night to wake.
But it didn’t pain at all. Not for a few days ny heel didn’t bother. On# day about
four or five days"after my accident it started topain very much. My brother-in-law
said that maybe"it would be wise to go to a different doctor. "So we aid and lucky

we did! The data examined my heel and said that the other that was healing my heel,
had put a medicine that shouldn’t fce put on. My heel was becoming infected. Puss was
forming around my heel and that was giving the pain, the doctor said that if | had of
waiting a few more days | would of have to go under a operation and wake without an
left leg or ankle. | was very frightened when he told me this. | had to go to the
doctor ©very day* | had to dry my heel under an electric"lamp for an hour or so. The
dpctor said in the first place the dangling skin shouldn’t of been cut off. It should
of been sewed and it would heal much faster* X was walking on crutches for about six
months and limping for about Six months. It took a very long time for my heel to get

well. 1| thou”™Lt |'d never get to walk normally again. But | amand | 'mthankful that
I can too. | disliked the walking on crutches and limping very much.

Tears passed on and | finally arrived at the eight grade the year
| was graduate from Grammar School. June 6, 1940, was my commencement night* Finally

I was leaving gramaar school and going to enter high school* W Bad our commencement,
party, dance and all had a nice time together for our last year at grammar school
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September, 1940—my first day to enter hi# school named "Cerossmont
Union High SchoolThat was another thrill to me* 1 attended my first day at high
school» There were lots and lots of people there compared to grammar school

During football season, 1 attended as many games | could»

While | was attending school, Oct* 19, 1940, we“moved from 21 Cajon,
California, Where | lived“for fifteen years, to San Diego right in town* | hated to
leave my birthplace hut still 1 wanted to live in town too* W didn9t have any kind
of a fuss when we moved* It went off smoothly* | had to unpack during days and
nights* 1 didn’t have much homework so my time was devoted in unpacking. | still
attended the same school as | was attending to before*

Summer vacation came around again and | found myself still trying to
straightening out our new home* | went to beaches, picnics, and just where ~ could
in between the days and months of summer vacation*

Good old September rolled around again* Her© | am now one grade higher
so called—"Spphmore** It felt good to see some students below me. The same old
football games rolled around again* | attended all of them except nme#

At a Halloween party last year, | had another little accident* All the
|»oys and girls were soaping windows that night and naturally "Mwanted to get in on
"the fun too* | had a whole bar of soap in my hand and | heard someone ask for half
of it* | said, *all right you bring the knife.* this person brought the knife
to me* The knife was very dull and | had my full force on the soap while X was cutting
it. The knife slipped and went right to my left hand between my thumb and first
finger. It was or quite near my blood vessel and did it ever bleed* | was taken
to the doctor near hy and had two stitches sewed on* This was the first time | had
anything sewed on me* There was a pain during the sewing hut 1 was frightened, and
didaft notice the pain; In about a half an hour the doctor was through «ted | went back
to the party and forgot about“my hand and started in having fun again* My hand didn’t
heal until about a month* After that | was careful with all the knifes*

October, November, and the first of December rolled around* W were
all looking forward to the Christmas season*

- On December 7th, we were all very shocked about the war* After the
war had started, everything was running normally as usual*

" During the month of March the latter part of it, we were all shocked
of the evacuation order we received* We wore given an notice to leave San Diego
on April 7, 1942 at 4%00 p.m. to Manzanar Relocation Center*

We were all busy packing our belongings to take with us* Day after
day our things were getting lesser and lesser* Finally April 6th came around* On~
the night of the sixth, Our family stayed up until late taking an last good look-at
our home* About midnight we all went to sleep* | couldn’t sleep well that night
I wasthinking of the town | was brought up in that | was going to leave behind*
And our home which I never will know when 1*11 get to see It again#
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Morning of April 7th"arrived* m were all up bright and early folding
our blanket», bedding and etc* My two brothers took our baggages, suitcases and
etc* to the depot#

We had an box lunch for noon and after"lunch we changed our clothe»
and were ready to leave our home for the depot* About 2:00 o’clock we left our
home and very good-neighbor»# When we arrived at the station, I met my girl
friends and we went up town to take-in our last meal, drink, and fun at S an Biego
We went into a bowling ally and just everywhere to entertain ourselves*

At six o’clock wo were all on the t™ain* Wb had two engines and each
engine had about fifteen cars apiece*- On our car was all'relatives and close
fritn&a* By 8:00 and 9:00, we were still sitting on~the train'at San Diego* W »till
hadn’t moved an inch* Finally we received word that we were to go to S ant» Anita
instead of Manaanar* So we had to wait until 1:10 a*m* In the meantime all of"the
younger boys"and girl# were playing cards, "dancing, singing, talking to en$oy them*
selves# Right on the dot of Is10 a#a* the train started in pulling out of San Diego#
Everyone awoke where we were leaving San fiiego to take a last good look#

That night and morning,-1 couldn’t sleep on the tfain at all# It
jerked and jerked and * slept for just a few minutes* 1 also got an terrible head-
ache on the train# '

At 5:30 a*m* we arrived in 1 os Angeles* We all woke up and washed
up and took a look at Los A ™Nies* We received our breakfast in the train. Finally
they had a trolley car attached to our cars to take us to Santa Anita* |g|

we arrived in Santa Anita about 9:00 a*a* W got off the train and
registered and went down the roads looking for our homes* When we found our homes,
we had to nbp, sweep and-etc* ‘'the house* My first night at Santa Anita, | slept
well* Next morning we took a train around the camp to see where we’ve living now.

Bays and months passed as during the spring and summer day at Santa
Anita*

We were entertained various nights at Santa Anita with games, dances,
movies, community singing, and talent shows*

Around the last of July and the first of August# everything was getting
tiresome*

The later part of August the evacuation of Santa Aaitaas to relocation
center* The first group to leave was the former San Diegans*

The Sen Diegan people got busy and started In packing their things*

The night of August 25 cams* Practically the whole camp was out to the
train to send the first group of S an"Diego people toPoston* The train was delayed
and left Santa-Anita at 8:30"p,m## |t was scheduled to leave at 6:00* The next
nights movement was the night when I was to leave Santa Anita* | was excited the day
I was to leave,'but deep in my heart I didn’t want to leave my Santa Anita friends*'
That day and afternoon | had to bid my friends farewell* At 3j0Q p*a* | went home to



Bldck Studies

SChool'niea

Student Autobiography June, 1943
(Grace Kaminaka, —4—)

©et my~things and go to the train* When | went home, my slater said that we tere&H
going today* | asked her why she »aid that the doctor recamsended my mother to stay
behind* She lias high block pressure and the heat in Poston was still strong in
Boston* Oh, how it broke my heart since | couldn’t” go with the rest of the group ,
I bid them all good bye and not knowing when X*d get to see them again*

Days passed on and | was receiving letters"from Poston by the~ddozens
Each letter"” stated that 1 was quite fortunate that I got to stay behind for the
heat in Poston was terrifie.

The evacuation was going on everyday and | Was out to send my friends
Off each day. AIl my friends went so far away from me that | didn’t have the hope
to see them again. Days went by fast and the faster the days went the faster |
lost my friends*

About“a month of doing nothing, | applied for a job* Yes, | became
a waitress. | wasn’t bad Working at all. X made more friends when | started in
working.

X saw Santa Anita until the next to the last movement. Wt were the
next to the last movemsnt. Sauta Anita was certainly lovely then.

On October 26, we were to leave Santa Anita for Poston* My | was
thrilled'becauce | would get to see my friends again* All the people | us© to work
with sent me off on the morning of October 26*

WO hfid an enjoyable trip from Santa Anita to Poston. We eam on
buses. There were three buses coming here to Poston*

At eight o’clock p*m* we arrived at camp I# By EBo p*m* we were in
camp 3* AIll my friends were her®© to greet me in* las X ever happy to see them
again*
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It was on the morning of January I, 1925 that 1 came Into this
world, a handle of skin and hones weighing a mere 5* lhe. My birthplace was the
Japanese fishing Tillage, located near Tan Campsl Sea Food Company in San Diego.
Being premature at birth I remained thin and sorawny until I was four. Shortly
afterwards 1 grew plump and since hare newer been underweight.

My early childhood days were spent in this Tillage where, |
believe, X had the happiest time of ny life. Bren after we moved into town in
1929, we used to go there to visit and play with our friends. Since the fcsy
was just beside the village most of the boys and girls learned to swim when they
were 8 or 9, but X was one of those few who did not take the opportunity to learn.
Sven though X didnot join them in the water, it was just as fun watching than
from the wharf.

41though those *good ole* days* are now nothing but memories
of the past, | can never forget those games we used to play in the evenings; the
day we rowed across the San Diego Bay to Coronado and back; the celebrations
bhen new tuna slippers were launched; the excitement when the boats returned at
night with their daily catch; the times we caught tubfuls of crabs that wore
under the wharves; and others. X suppose those days could never be brought back
again, but it really is fan recalling them.

I began going to a nursery with ny brothers, and enrolled in
kindergarten at Lincoln School after we moved into town. Lincoln was a small
school located dose to the heart of the business section of San Diego. It had
very little space for a playground, but it*» teaching staff was excellent. X
was rather active in grammar school and took part as much as | could in the
school lactivities. It was at this school that a Chinese girl, and Italian girl,
and | became close friends. Our friendship lasted through junior high until
the Chinese girl left for Hew York City. X am sincerely hoping that we, three,
will meet again in the future and renew our acquaintance.

X spent the next three years of my school life at Memorial
Junior Ugh, beginning in 1937. 4s | entered the second phase of my education,
I changed suddenly and became very self-conscious. 1 was afraid to express my-
self freely and afraid to join others in the various activities. X was not to
overcome this feeling of self-consciousness until | cease into camp. Sonmehow
eampllfe has changed me as it has many others.

4s it came time for us to select subjects for the ninth grade
—subjects that would prepare us for our future life—I ehose to study algebra
and typing. X had Intended to become & secretary, but as | entered high school
I took no subjects that would prepare me for it and instead majored in math. My
only desire for taking math was because it made me thing and | really enjoyed it.
My interest in math led me to take a college preparatory oouxee, hoping that X
would be able to attend college; but the war has changed all of that for me.

During my high school career at San Diego High, X was a mem
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her of the Seinen Xai, C. S. ?., and the G. A. A. Z went out for after-school
sports for one year and had to quit because of a sprained ankle* While | was in
the ft, A A., | became better acquainted with some of the girls and also learned
to like basketball. which Z had hated before.

Zn the summer of 1941 Z went to the hospital for an operation
on sy appendix. Zt had been bothering me for approximately a year prior to ny
operation, and since it was summer, X decided to have it remove*. Zt was very
simple; Zwent to the doctor, and the next day ay appendix was gone. Z remained in
the hospital for one week, then cane home. My only other serious illness or in-
juries were my sprained ankle and a sprained back which Z suffered from in the seventh
grade,

Zt was during the latter part of my junior year that Pearl Harbor
was bombed, and all my dreams of a bright future were shattered, not only in school
but «fchome, too. Zt happened that our family was just beginning to be able to
afford lusuries which we could not buy before. Our income was greater with my mother
taking care of our store, my father and my brother fishing, and my second brother
working at a farm* Yes, the future looked bright for us and we were going to move
from the little place which we had called our home for eleven years. But after
December 7th when my father was taken In ae a “~dangerous alien™ and all «Japanese
fishermen, niseis and Isseis, were restricted from fishing, we simply went down to
bur former level,

fh«n the first flashes of the Pearl Harbor affair were broadcasts!,

Z was at the «Japanese School and I, along with the other3 could not believe it.
It couldn’t possibly be true—why, just Friday, December 5th, my history teacher had
remarked that the Japanese might go to the Fhillipines, but never to Hawaii. It was,...

never so torturous for me than to have to go to school the next day and feel the

ayes of other students on me. Some of the student ©van remained at home afraid to
hear What might have been said the day following the nswe broadcast. Certainly, |
too, was frlghtemd. but sy parents never allowed us to be absent unless due to lllnesa
The atmosphere™at school was quite different from what it had been before, but it
surprised me to see how most of than treated us, as though nothing had happened.

Outside of the school It was a different story. There were many
unpleasant occurrences. Some automobile firms took advantage of the Japanese’s
position and tried to take back oars that were bought on installment and only half
paid. It was hard, for us to fight these firms which claimed that Washington had
issued orders to take in the cars. It just shows how unscrupulous some business men
canbe to gain more money, fhb other incidents were with drunks racily, who were too
«roggy to think straight.

After the first blast of the news was over, life went on as before,
but that certain feeling was still evident. | believe it was in March of 1942 that
the 8:00 p.m, curfew order was placed on all Japanese, By this order we were not
allowed to step out of our homes between 8i00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m, and were not to
travel over 5 miles from them. Zt didn’t bother me very nmc)A» 1 rarely went out
after supper.

It was all very exciting for me, for it was to be ay first train
ride, but I couldn’t help thinking that Z was going out of a town that had been my



Block Studies

School 711cc

Student Autobiography

(Xml Himaka, 3) 14* 1943

home for sixteen years» probably never to return to it» What was more heartbreaking
was tbs thought of departing from our intimate friends, especially one whomwe had
considered as a member of the family. It wasn’t as simple as saying "good-bye*; we
stood there shaking hands wihout a word. It was during this time that | saw two
persons ciy for the first time, my mother and Joe, the man who is still living at our
old home care of our belonging«* We owe a great deal to him to meet him again
In the near future.

When we first received our orders to evacuate, we understood that
we were going to Manzanar; but after a seven hour wait on the train in San Biego, we
learned that our destination was Santa Anita instead. We reached the center at 9;00
a.m., April 8, 1942, and after a physical examination we were Issued our units, where
we were to live for five months. The units were nothing but horde stables, not stabid
that still continued horse manure in somespots. It wasn’t exactly pleasant sleeping
in a place that smelled, with searchlights beaming Into our units at night, but we
finally got used to it—we had to, for it was our homo for as long as the Army desired.

The food we ate for our first meal was not fit to feed a hog. We
were given fish mixed in creamed carrots end half-cocksd rice. Something must have
been wrong with the food, for th t night many Cf us were sick with diarrhea. The meals
did not Improve as time went on, but we got used to the, too. Our portions of the
food was very small at first and all those who were still hungry lined up twice and
at times thrice.

For recreation tike boys and girls formed softball teams and entered
the various twilight leagues. Xvery evening a crowd was to be foundat the Anita Chiquita
Held where the games were played. Others engaged in ping pong games, b&dmington
games, and handball gamos. There were sumo tournament a for the issels. Talent shows,
music appreciation hours, and songfests were presented to the rfleeis; and to the
Issels, an Issei Program, which featured Japanese talents was given. For these acti-
vities the grandstand and the Bes Haas were the favorite spots.

During my stay at Santa Anita | met naay people from all parte
of Southern California and when it came time for us to move to Poston it was awfully
hard to depart from then. Wore tears were shed at this departure poeslbly because we
had become so attached to them during that short period.

We came to Poston August 28th after a very boring and tiresome
trip through the desert heat. At the first sight of the black drabby barracks, my
heart sank, | was never so disgusted as 1 was when | came here, | felt like lying
down and bawling, but we couldn’t do anything except make the best of It,

When we first came here the firebreak were full of debris, and the
ground had roots of dead mesquites sticking up hers and there with large red ante
crawling all over. The mesquite trees around the camp were black and there were no
green things at all. The people from Tlsalia and Bsedlsy were very cold toward us,
and it was not until school began that they decided to associate with us.

Wo w that | have been in this camp for almost a year, | notice the
great improvements around the camp. The swimming pool and the amphitheatre which we
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had longed for are finally, being constructed, but camplife is gettltp dull* The
river was one place where we could get away from the dally routine, but now that the
Dies Committee Is objecting, it seems that we may not be allowed to go there anymore.

Graduation le xxuet around the comer, but there seems to be
nothing to look forward to except my diploma* | wish to go to a school but 1 can*t
afford it* Uy wish to go out to work is in vain, for my mother refuses her consent*
I suppose there is nothing to do but remain in camp and find employment here*
chief desire is that we would be reunited with our father, who has been interested
for over one and a half years*



Block Studies June , 194«5
School File

Student Autobiography

(Mary Takasaki, Core 18)

Midafternoon on a hot and saltry day of August 88, 1984 in
"Talley of OpportunityEIl Cajon, California, | was born-—a very
Quiescent child and an unexpected one, "A picked up child from under
the bridge,” | was told. "Not from mother’s wound?" | asked. How
my heart was pumbing with fear, my eyes rolled from mon to dad, | was
deathly still and only through much of their teasing X new it wasn’t
true.

My mother, Sami Kono, came from Japan via Chiyo Maru (boat)
to San Francisco to join mf~father, an acquaintance from childhood.
She crossed the Pacific Ocean during the World War | in which she
faced many dangerous experiences. In one instaces they almost met
disaster ehrn they were chased by an enemy ship.

My father migrated fcnto this country In 1908, with one purpose
and aim; to give to his children the education and the phase of an
American democracy that he never had and to acquire a higher standard
of living, Indeed, it was difficult for him to succeed, for he knew
not a bit of English, hut only through his sturdy determination and
help from his caucasion frdend was he able to accomplish and reach his
destination*

0gt of my childhood | recall moments of delirious excitements
and sadness. | remember particularly the time when | cried and cried
heart brokenly because My father had shaved his mustache* Not thatit
made him extra handsome with 1t, but he just wasn’'t my father without
a mustache. My throat was dry, eyes red and puffy, still | wept every
time | looked at dad—-— | cried myself to sleep that night.

My childhood was a happy and a cherishable one, Our family
union was a very close one. W spent many enjoyable hours, sitting aroun
the circle, hearing father’s thrilling adventures. W lived normally
and happily until the depression hit us hard in 1934-1935. Father
was forced to go to woik in another town fifty miles away. Wsat
a sad household it seemed after dad left. Everything seemed to come
tumbling down one after another-—we were in debt, our car had broken
down, but that didn’t let us down, we couldn’t. It was the realization
in our hearts of dads’ strong love for us, his aima and purpose, did we
strive on mother’s heart was heavy laden but she worked cheerfully and
steadily to keep our home and farm. We all pitched in, my sister worked
and went to school at the same time. W went shopping on horseback, yes
it was hard but it was worth struggling for—-our home,

Pearl Harbor bombedl curfew! internment camp! evacuation!
the world was spinning and changing rapidly. It was unbearable to leave
our home and friends, much tears were shed as we departed for the Santa
Anita Assembly Dentes on April 7, 1948. W were evacuated again
on August 86, 1942, Our spirits were low and we were depressed .Then
we came upon the dust, heat, black barracks, and the stanga énvircnment.
I soon made new friends and learned to settle and lead a normal life.
Now around the tar-papered barracks there are little victory gardens
and flowers are in bloom in many places. Schools and many other
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progressions have been made.
This is a hard life we are leading but I can truly say that

I have no regrets, I have lost nothing but gained much--- the fruit of
lifeée.
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About seventeen and a half years ago, | was born on a dark rainy
night of October 15, 1925, in Del Mar, California* After several years
of endless moving, my parents finally decided to reside in Mission
Valley, a beautiful green country in San Diego county.

There | atteneded ay first school, a grammar school with a
tremendous population of sixty-five pupil* During ay second year in
school, I fought with a neighbor several times a week* Later he moved
away, then my fighting carreer practically inded. While | was playing
after school with many other fellows, an Italian boy tried to cheat so
I swung ay right fist and knocked out his tooth. A few years later
I was forced to stop playing because | had high blood pressure. Ina
year | was able to resume playing* | had graduated fro& grammar
school with a large class of 4ight student.

In the summer of 1939, my foks and | moved to the western end
of Mission Valley to a smaller farm* | helped my folks out on the
farm doing small tasks»until fall came around. |In the fields | often
wondered how | would make out at a larger school.

In September | enrolled in Woodrow Wilson Junior High School.
In my secon semester, | just earned enough points in gym to squeeze
out a letter.

Next fall | attended Herbert Hoover High School. In my
sophmore year | tried out for football and after one player broke his
collar-bone, | recieved my chance to play on the sophmore squad.

On Sunday while I was helping on the farm on Decembers 1942,
my sister rushed out and told me the disastrous news of bombing of
Pearl Harbor. | shall never forget that day, for it was the changing
point of ay life. That night I wondered how | would be recieved by ay
friends at school.

During spring vacation, we recieved an order to evacuate on
April 7, 1942. We got aboard the train about 7:30 that night and the
train finally began to leave San Diego at 1:30 next morning. W reached
Santa Anita, that morning/

I shall always remember my first meal, mush and prumes. The
waiter poured coffee instead of milk on ay cereal. At first the high
fence and the search lights reminded me of prison. First week | did
not notice the high mountain to the north of Santa Anita.

About a week later | got a job in the Red Mess with many others.
At first | rather enjoyed my work as bus boy, carrying silver-wares and
cups to the table. Later as more people began to eat at the Red Mess,
it began difficult to obtain cups, and silver-wares. Due to the
shortage of cup | almost had several fights.

In several weeks we started a softball team and entered the
juniur league, W edged out srgntop from our strongest opponhents,
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but lost to the weakest teas. Second round Nobu Honda coached our team
and converted it into a strong sigle "Aw team.

I heard many rumors of relocating the former San Diegans to
a relocation center. Late in August we recived our notice to Pr«PEfre
toevaouate to a relocation cdnter. The hour of departure was a sad
moment to all of us. When we arrived here we found many who were
prejudice toward us. At first we found it difficult to make
acquaintance with those who were here#

A fter few days of my arrival X started to work in the mess
hall, but | was released as time came for school to start. At school
I found it much easier to get acquainted with others.



BlockJSfcu&les June , 1943*
School Files
Student Autobiography

\ (Masato Asakawa, lItji Core)

I was boabn in the city of San Diego on October 13, 1925. | have
one older brother, a younger brother, and no sisters.

The city where | was born, San Diego, was at that time just a
guiet little town near the Mexican border in California. It had a popu-
lation of about one hundred thousand5 and exceedingly good climate. Many
people foundjit a very agreeable place to live, so the city gradually
grew. Besides the good weather, San Diego has many other attractions.
The large and beautiful Balboa Park is often visited by tourists as well
as the San Diegans. Also, with the nearby beaches and snow capped
mountains, one has many different types of sports to enjoy. Yes, this
was the kind of things San Diego had <wo offer its inhabitants, and is
an ideal place for one to grow up in.

| spent the first few years of my childhood on the water-front
because my mother worked at a nearby cannery. As | am told, | had many
narrow escapes from falling into the water. Our homes were built right
over the water, and at high tide, it was very deep. After leaving our

w aterfront home, we moved more toward the center of the city. Our new
address was seven thirty-one ninth street. From here, | first started
school. The school | attended was Lincoln Grammar School. Here |

made many friends and for the next five years they were the ones |
played with every day.

A fter the fifth grades | transferred to Logan Sohool, Here I met
a friend from Lincoln who had transferred over a little before me.

In 1935 an Exposition was held at Balboa Park. As | recall, the
had many amusement centers, and at one end there was a place called
"Gold Gulch." Here they put on plays pertaining to the gold-mining days.
All the houses in this area were built of logs, That is about all |

can recall of theExposition for | was only ten years old at that time"
At the age of twelve | graduated from Logan and attended
Memorial Junior High School. Memorial was a fairly large school, with a

student body of about eighteen hundred, Here | met an Italian boy who
was to be a very close friend to me until evacuation.

With my friends, we often spent our times going to the Parks
and sometimes dropping in at the zoo. This zoo in San Diego is about the
»jwsthiro. largest in the United States so there were many things we could
see there. We also made many bicycle trips to the park, and to many
other places.

At thirteen | joined the Boy Scout troop, seventy-two. Here
I got a chance to do somethings X had always wanted to do. That is,
going on hikes, camping trips, campfires, and other interesting things
connected with scouting. X was very slow in advancing so | only acquired
the second class pin.

A fter graduation from Memorial, | attends San Diego High School/
San Diego High had a student body of abput thirty-four hundred . By

this time the city population was growing very rapidly; therefore the
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student body was also growing. At the beginning of ay Junior year
I was elected as president of the Seinen-Kai, a Japanese olub at the
school, sponsored by a teacher, Mrs. Gillespie.

One Sunday, as | sat in a movie theatre, an anouncement
came over the loud speaker telling all service men to report to their
stations immediately. | guessed it was something very important
but I could not guess anywhere close to what had caused the delivery of
these orders. Not Until I left the theatre ded X find out what had
actually taken place. At first my mother would not beleive that it wets
true, but agter hearing more reports, she was finally convinced that
"Pearl Harbor" was a reality. The next day | attended school, feeling
very awkward about the situation. AIll the students were naturally very
excited about it but what made jfie feel extremely happy was the fact
that not a single person mentioned that | was an American of Japanese
aricestory. In fact, no one talked to me as one, except the little
sympathy that came from different teachers.

But this act on part of the Japanese Government was no to go
by without greatly affecting our lives. This dded caused the
evacuation of .all Jananese,(American Japanese as well as Japanese citizen

the west coast. On April 7, 1942, the group in San Diego were eva-
cuated. We were to go to Manzan ar Relocation Center, they told us, but
to our surprise 5 we ended up at Santa Anltpt, at its* prime had a
-popuiavion of about eighteen thousand. Here we made many good friends
but we knew that someday we would be parted from our friends for
Assembly Centers were said to be "temporary" places. W all hoped
that this day would not come, but finally word came that the Inhabitants
of Santa Anita were to be moved to different Relocation Centers. The
San Diego group whoe chosen to leave first. The day of the parting
from our friends was a very sad one, and I*m sure all of us will alwavs
remember it. J

Our next stop was to be Poston, Arizona, Up to this time X
had never been outside of California. |In fact, San Diego was the only
place | had ever lived. W who were accustomed to tbe cool weather found
Poston extremely hot. To our relief, winter was just around the corn®©»
when we arrived so it soon became cooler*

In October regular school was started at the center. | am now
attending that school and now in the eleventh grade. My schooling
was delayed one semester because of the evacuation. After grraduation
from high school, 1 hope to attend some College or perhaps acQulre
some outside employment, if the war is not yet over by that time.

As | look back, I find my life up to now a very plain and
seemingly uninterestingone, (except for evacuation) but I had much
fun in San Diego and | wish | san some day return there, and again live
a normal life like the rest of the Americans.
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On the memorable day, November nineteenth, nineteen hundred end
twenty-five, I took ny first peek into this world in San Biego, California« My
first five or six were spent in a daseljr populated Japanese fishing camp where ny
father was, of course, engaged in the fishing industry. Following that phase of
my life, we operated a hotel. Avyear had not quite elapsed before weagain moved
but this time we stayed until evacuation which was for ten or elevenyears.

The first three or four years are but a few amuslzg incidents
related to me by my parent”common to nearly evert infant who has had the fortune
cf coming upon this earth. The most vivid of my memories In this fishing camp was
the time | burned my fatherlsmattress. For llIfe*s temptation had kept into me when
I found some matches. Although the damage was not so greaA, the seat of my pants toll
me that that was an act never to be repeated. T&Is Incident combined with many
others helped to make my stay there the most exciting and happiest im my memories.
My educational career was also launched there, for I attended the neighborhood house
Kindergarten.

After moving into the town, | attended the Lincoln Elementary
School. In town | roamed free and wild as | pleased, But due day a great catastrophe
occurred. | was run over by a car. The only damage was a big scare,#or the car
had only run over nmy big toe. Baring nylife there, 1 was joined bymy brother who
had just returned from Japan after a visit of a number of years. Us lacking
knowledge of English and nmy limited knowledge of Japanese made it difficult for us to
get along together at first. But as he be an to learn more English, the barrier was
soon broken down. In another one of my adventures, 1 found myself lost in the oity
while returning home from a friend*! horn«. Having no other alternative, | began to
wander and to cry. AKind person soon questioned me and led me to the police station
from where | was taken home on a beautifully chugging Model A Ford. And to ny
disgust, | was not fed upon candy and ice cream by the policemen as illustrated in
the comics*

Before long we moved into the heart of the Mexican district itoere
I furthered my education In Burband and Logan Elementary Schools, Memorial Junior
Highs School and saw San Biego High School. In nineteen handed and thirty-five when
the expotfblon came into San Biego | had visions and plans of visiting it quite
often, but the plans however, did not formulate. For that year | had to have an
operation on my leg; therfore, | was compelled to stay inbed for & few weeks and
then to walk on crutches. Determined to get well, | began to walk without crutches,
only to have the doc$or again operate my leg again. By March of the next year |
was well and walking again. Then my working career began, as | began to work as a
janitor for a small grocery store, earning the large sum of five cents every morning
plus sodas, candles and pastries. A number of years later | started to working
with my father during the summer as a gardener.

My educational career before coming to Poston was anything but
brilliant after graduating from Logan Elementary School with flying colors, orange
and white (when one graduates from elementary school in San Blego one wears
a ribbon made of hie school colors to have It autographed by fellow schoolmates

In place of an annual), lentered Memorial Junior High to complete my seventh, eighth,
and ninth grades. Inthe seventh grade I, like many other fellows of nmy age, began

to crave for a bieyole, and shlle | was in the eighth grade, my wish came true*



Block Studios

School Biles

Student Autobiography

(Yuklo Kawamoto, 2) June, 1943

fhe junior high days passed quite quickly and soon | was registering in San Diego

High School, the place | considered as my »Shangra-la*. San Diego High meant football
and basketball, though these sports were not a new adventure for me as | had been

an ardent rooter of San Diego High from nmy junior high school day». And then to shaller
all my hopes and dreams of the future, December 7, 1941 pronounced that words*Japan
Attacks Pearl Harbor»* 1, for the most part, went about in my activities as thntigh
nothing had happened and participated in track during the Spring semester until the
evacuation notice. Although ny intentions were good, my running was not.

fhe government evacuation order a expected, came through on a
short notice» She evacuation proved to be a rumor monger*s paradise, for every
of unofficial procedures regarding ths evacuation were heard, thus throwing evsryone
in a dilsma. Hot until the train started to roll did it ouiet. Our destination,
supposedly Mansanar, was suddenly changed to Santa Anita Assembly Csnter where we
stayed for approximately five months» Besides the usual Irritaiton griping of ths
evacuation, ths food, mid the housing, Santa Anita was quite enjoyable. Just as I
wa* getting accustomed to Canp life in ths assembly center, | was relocated to
Poston Il where X amstill remaining» At the present X am racking my brains to
write this paper in order to meet the deadline of handing it in tomorrow. Currently

X am attending the Poston XXX High School where | expect to finish my secondary
education.
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X came into this world early in the morning on March
JLO* 1928 in Chula Vista. This place was near the border of
Mexico. A little north of Chula Vista is San Diego. X recall
happy memories of my early childhood in Chula Vista. My father
had bought a large enough place for a fifteen acre ranch. There
was a large old-fashioned house with about twelve large rooms.
I spent almost twelve years in Chula Vista.

I still remember the first morning in Kindergarten,
the bewilderment of all of us. Everything seemed so strange and
gueer, but | soon got used to that. Every moment of my child-
hood days seemed to be filled with happiness and none other.

I was attending Chula Vista Grammar school when
they separarted the south part of the district and went to another

newly erected school building. It was a small but modern school./
X never was late for that school.arid many times | ran to school when
the first bell rang. It was almost right across the street.

I was attending the Junior High School when we moved
to a suburb of La Mesa. My parents had lived there before they \
moved to Chula Vista so they knew the place well. This part of the t»
town was more country like than my former home. The surround-
ings of our new home were beautiful* There was Mt. Helix in front
of us, where people often went to attend.church services and
ceremonies. Many people see the sun rise on Easter mornings from
Mt. Helix. School was again a place of fun for me when | got
to know the place and the students well.

I spent happy days out-of-doors among nature with
my brothers and sisters for this had nature’s wonderful gifts.

We had lived there for almost two years when the war
broke out sossuddenly* The whole world seemed to turn black for
me who didn’ know what was was like. I had read fend heard of the
terror in war-torn countries for current events at school, but
never realized this country was soon to be in a war.

It doesn’t feel that way any more but | had always
lay in bed thinking about the future.

Then evacuation came as suddenly as the war. It
was during the Easter vacation when we were told that we had to

evacuate. The one week we had to clean things up attend to
things wasn’t enough.

I guess we were among the first to arrive at this
camp, which was Santa Anita instead of Manzanar* This was our
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new home for the time being anyway. Again every thing seemed as
strange and bewildering as the first day in kindergarten. 1 had

never seen so many people live in such email living quarters as this
I lived in the stable where there are abbut forty-eight units
in one barrack. | realized that this was something | had to get. U

use to, so | tried to make the best of it*

About two or three months later the last of the evacu-
ees for this camp arrived and the population was almost nine-teen
thousand. At the end of August we were to relocate to Poston.
Poston was the last place | thought of going , sb X couldn’t
believe it when people told me that the San Diego group was to
go there. Now it isn’t so bad as | thought it was.

During that last year and three or four months every-
thing seemed to happen to me and all of the other niseis and
issei’s of the west coast*

Now we wait to face the future with new hope and
a strong will and X know that some day peace will come to this
world and everything will be the same again*
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for almost sixteen years | lived. In Lemon Grove, California*
It Is a small residential town, «fcas horn there on July 21, 1926. For seventeen
years my parents farmed there growing various vegetables.

When | think of my grammar school days Z think of when Z was in
the first grade. When |l come home from school and not find my mother home |I would
got up on top of the chkkea house and call her. One time Z rode down a hill cjfe
bike with a girl. It was so rocky that we fell and the bycycle broke.

When X was ten Z joined the Carp fire Girls. Our activities
included hiking, camping, parties, etc. Z remember one time when we went camping
around Christmas time. Another girl and X thought it would be fun to sleep out
doors. W orceded under our blanket and we felt good sleeping under the wide blue
sky. Later in the night it got so cold we couldn’t sleep, finally we decided to
go to the cabin. Shan we got therns we found the door locked and everyone was
asleep. After a long time one the girls got up and opened the door for us so
we wait in and slept on the floor’ Ifext morning we realized how cold It must have ban
when we found everything frozen outside.

Hy grammar school days went by in a hurry and X graduated in
June 1940. The following September Z entered Groesmont Union High School. There
I went to school until evacuation.

My happiest days were when we started building our new home. Z
went to see it as it was gradually being built. Then came the news of evacuation.
We were evacuated before we had even lived in our new house that we had planned
for so long. Happiness, and disappointment both came at the came time.

Preparing for a new way of life was difficult since we had no
idea where or what kind of place we were going to. We were told that we would
probably go to a cold and rainy place. We had done some of our packing gradually
but most of it was done the last day we were busy all day Tuesday doing every thing
the last minute, finally came the time when we had to learn the place we had
lived to long and loved.

We arrived at the San Piego depot about five o’clock p.&. and
boarded the train «bout seven thirty. The train started moving at one~fourty-flve
When we left Ban Plage we all thought we were heading for Hanzen©r Beloc&tlon
Center as we h& read in the paper. The next morning we learned that these w&a a
terrible dust storm in Manzan&r and that we would go to Santa Anita Assembly Center
Instead.

We arrived at Santa Anita in the afternoon. After'registering
we went to stable room which would be our temporary home. All we had our
suitcase of clothing and the beds that we were issued. W had no tables, chairs
or closets so the only thing to di/iwas to make them. Everyone rushed to pick up
what wood they could find so they could make things to make the room look more
homely.

. . Since there were so many in the assembly center rt alway jad to
wash in line. Whenwe first got there, there was just oné mess hall. The #ne wes
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usually very long and zigzag. Often we would go an hoar so early and wait.

Later Acre mess hallo ware built bat etill the lines ware
long because more people had come in.

In Hay we moved from the stablsroom to the new black barratek
so we would be closer to the fire station where my brothers worked.

On Angust 36th and 2?th the San Diego people left Santa Anita
for W. B. a. Colorado Elver Relocation Center. Ws left the 3£th, When we got off
the in Arizona on the 37th. When we got off the train we transferee to a bus.
She heat was eo strong it was like walking in an oven. When we arrived at roekm, it
was very hot and dusty* The camp looked dead because there were a't any green

growing. In one year the camp has changed very orach.

WY hope is that the war will soon be over and that we may
return to California to our new house and meet our friends again.
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