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Illinois.

Good morning, is this Mr. Sawada?
Speaking.

This 18 Rosal
Yes.

ie Wax, who called you I believe yesterday.

If you have time to be interviewed about your life history, why fine, T
theFe—Ure YseREer PUDLLONS = WRYs=Yes—knog—we can=2top-and do S O G il —mlikt
I wondered if there were any questions that you wanted to ask me about this
study I'm doing before ve start.

Is this in a bock or anything or what? Are you writing a term paper?
I'm 70 years old - I'm a retired professor and I was at Tule Lake for two
years studying there.

I see.

T do not have to write a book.
Recke
I see.

I'm only going to write a report Juchegues=vhe
—Fowrgation and I won't use anybody's real name.

’ . ;
,,< MO/1A‘ L\/L (/V\/'Y Y\’\"M i ,k:*’ AL D >

=il cmonymens g ol T had some Japanese American J%entio[\
and I've intervieved them and this was so interest ing that I thought I would
interview a few more poopue who were at Tule Lake.
I seec.
My—ebjestwilé-be—to gust-writeza r report on how mrﬁ” eebed. them., What
happsned = & I'm getting the life n$otargs Is “that enough?
Yes. 4A~4lfb4421.

Well, I'll gowrhsad=ermi ask:
evacuation?
Just a minute, let me get a pen here.

What do you remember about pour Life before the

What do you remember about your life before the evacuaticn, what were you
doing and . .. »

I was. .going to first year in college.
First year in college.

Yes.

And what were your vlans, levsse—cery what were your hopee for the fi
%ﬁdﬁ‘éﬁ%ﬁﬂhﬁplar—
Well, I had - all my high school was my ~nmm),v tal
bookkeeping, accourting, and this line.  And I
loved accounting and everything so much, that
accounting jobs, you know, accounting, CPA,
goal .

n .c‘

studies. That -
%Ad anticipated at
I planned tc go on i
and this and that. This

And where were
In Soceramento.

you living then?

oy

In Sacramento. And how did your parents

earn their living?
They were on a farm.
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They<tiere_farmers,.yesa...And,set-me gee;—T-might—ask-now, Were you born in Sacramento
and what year?
I was born in Sacramento in 1922. dJuly 5, 1922.

Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the govermment announcement that the
Japanese American people were going to be ordered to leave their homes and repori to
the assembly centers?

T pemember I was at school when they posted all this thing out on the highway. You
know the highway right in front of our school there, Sacramento Junior College. And
the order came out and you see all these posters on the street. And I eaid, 'Well,
maybe I shouldn't let this thing bother me.’' But then things were so erratic - I never
believed it, you know, but it was there.

Can I just ask you - it was 80. «.

It was real disturbing. Well, it's kind of hard to concentrate with this kirnd of
atmosphere, you know. And so, I didn't know what to do, Put anyway, I saidfﬂhybe i
should finishL%hd T tried to finish, but everything, the whole school itself was in a
roar, too, you know what I mean? :

No, I'd like to hear about that.

Of course, there were a lot of Japanese studente in that school and everybody is just
sort of giving up. And I said, 'Gee, I would like to finish this semester.’ But
everything was such a nectic thing to do that it was that it all came down to a point
if you got an "A" in a class, you settled for a "B". If you got a "B", you settled for
a "C". You know, it went that way and so it finally ended up that I think I left
echool February, March, April - about a month and a half or two months before the
semester ended.

Did you ever get credit fbrfagat semester?

Since I did not go back in the same line of course, that is to finish accounting, I
didn't even look into whether I got eredit for it or not.

I see. I can appreciate that too. I was going to tell you that a fair mumber of
people F-ask—thie—question—who were ubout-your age ="when-it.happenedy~that=they tell
me they just couldn't believe it at first. gy
That!s right. I told my brother, I said, 'Paul, they'll never take us, I mean we have tc
go.' This was my ultimate deduction, you know. 'We're citizens,' I satd. Yes, my folks,
they might have to take, or-yow-now, but they will never take. .evacuate us from our
home. This wae my honest belief. As everybody around in my meighborhood sold their
equipment, their household things and everything, I said, 'We'll never go.' So we kept
everything. We didn't even bother to sell things or anything until about four days
before evacuation. And then I told my brother, I said, 'Look, gee, you know, I'll
never believe this, but it locks Like we're going to have to go.' And he said, 'Yeah,
it sure looks like it.' But we didn't sell anything up to that time. . .a week before
evacuation. When we came wright down to it, I said, 'Gee, it looks like they're coing
to really pull us out.' So, I said, 'We'll have to do something,' because it sure
looks like we have to go. Now, on this basis we had the farm equipment and everything
and the crop and everything, I said, 'Well, let's see what the best thing we can do?'
And so, we had some good friends, Caucasian friends, and so in Sacramento, there 18 a
man by the name of John Brunner, a furniture store, a very wvell-to-do man. And we knew
this man from a while back through some misfortune, that is to say, my brother got into
an aceident and Mr. Brumner's car was one of them that got hit. And we got to know
thie man and my mother had purchased some appliances. .gas range or something from nim
and she was paying for it and we got to know this man. S0, @—Nery-Trice=mam, -and—80 my
brother went to eee Mr. Brunner and said, 'I got all this equipment I have to do
something - L-thonght—me d-never. movesbutue_got-to-do-something” - it looks Llike we
are going to have to go.' But he said, 'Well, fine, wait a minute.' He had a brother-

-

in-law who lived chout three-four miles from where we were farming and he said he needs




John Sawada

some equipment and said, 'Maybe we could take it off your hands.' So, he said 'Okay'
and we contacted him and we just sold all our equipment to this man without losing any
money, which was. .we were fortunate. So we transferred everything to this man,we=gut
réd of-the—equipment., Now, we kept the truck to the end. We said, 'We'd like to use
the truck to the end, because we have to. .the owner of the land. .the ranch we were
farming, said, 'Why don't you put all your bedding and things in my basement of this
house gwé that he has on this farm and then lock it up.' So we did all this and Llocked
it _upyand everything-and then.the last day he came after the truck and then_ie...she
family that was supposed to|leave about three-four days later, he held onto his truck
too, whith was sold and e had it and he took-it to- the Civie-Auditorium, where-4e were
Suppewe/ to. congregate.

I see. You mentioned your brother. . Jhow mary brothere and sisters did vou have?
There are seven brothers and sisters. There are four boys and threz giris, and my
folks.

Where were you in this lineage, were you the second boy ore o .
I'm the third one.

You're the third, yeses I'm glad you told this story, because you're one of the few who
were able to do this, as you probably know. Many people lost everything they had.
Well, like I told my brother, 'They'll never force us to go, because we're citizens!'
We're citizens and no way in the world that they could force us. Sa it is wer;-yes,
"but we'rg citizens.  But the pieture looked veal grim.and the last week,\ I -said;, 'Gee,
you know] it sure look bad, that ‘we might have tosgo.' \So we sort of straightened
everything out in three-four days| which was unbelievable, because we got »id of the
equipment and we had some crops that were coming out and I said, 'Gee, what are we
going fto do with this.' I think we were just going to have to leave it. | And
fortihately a man came and said he wants to by the erop. So we/said, 'fiine'. And so
I don't know, my brother put some price on it and he went to the back and he got
everything settled and he sold the whole thing. We were kind of Fortunate that things
worked. out like this. But I would mever had believed that we had to leaves

To which g%sembly eenter were you sent?

Wallerga.

Wallerga. Was there anything that happened in that é@sembly &enter, that makes you
feel good today when you think about it?

No. My deduction of the camp of that nature, nothing good could come out. That is to
say, yes people are working, but how much work ig there? Kitchen work, maintenance,and
they had nothing to do. No schools were set up, nothing good would have come out, that
18 to eay, I was old enough to figure that 'No, nothing good is going to come out of
thie.' . . .At this assembly center because people are just loafing, and they had more
time on their hands and I said, 'Well, I have to keep busy,because there is too much
time.'

ich of your experiences in the ﬁssembly Genter do you recall the most strongly?
In [pssembly Senter?

Yes.

Well, one thing that I never could get over as how was it that a eitizen Like us, we
were born here and a citizen could be behind barbwire without. .T learned in history. .
innocent witil proven guilty. And this whole thing come true and we're behind barbed
wire with soldiers watching us from the outside. This is something that I could never
believe that this country would do. And T felt, 'Gee, is this what they've been
teaching us all this time.' It really comes down to that vou study history, you study
the Constitution and is this what it all adds up to, they could just lift you up, take
you awzy, and throw you in the camp like this because of my ancestry. This # really
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hit me hard and I said, 'Well, I ecan't change it; I'm born. What am I going to do?'’
Rub-whatetheylll -do to-yous I felt this was a real political thing and I could never
get over the fact that they have such power in a time of hysteria. That they would do
thie kind of thing. I thought our govermment was a lot stronger than this all
hysteria. I could never get over the fact that -they would throw us behind barbed wires
like this.

You had done no wrong at all.
That's it,and they would throw us behind barbed wire and give you a number and, you
know. . .

: 9
I thought, 'Gee, now what am I to believej Whom am I to believe.' These are the
questions that bothered me. About the second week we were in the assembly center, we
got a letter from this fellow we used to lease the land, the farm. . and he said
somebody broke into the building and took everything. A week - ten days, you know, and
I said 'Gee, how rotten are the people?' I could never get over this. You're in an
assembly center, military police are around guarding you - who wants to escape? You
know what I mean? We have no way of getting away. And yet here's a man that wrote us
a letter saying that someone broke in and took all of our belongings. This was three
or four families' belongings who were in that place and now who took it, I'lLl never
know. Whether he sgold it, I don't know. And these are things that come about. It
really frustrated me. I said, 'Gee,' you know, it's so hard to say. . .So anyway these
are the things that bothered me. I said, 'I could never get over this.' That we are
behind barbed wire, I could hardly believe it. :

Yes. ;

I knew there were friends outside that understood, you know. There was Mr.
Pastalockwa, who was my accounting teacher at the Junior College, and he had an empty
garage that we brought some things over for him to hold and he was very nice about it.
We left little thing like old typewriters and things like that with him and we didn't
lose it or anything and he was very good about it and we clatmed it after the war and
this and that. He was really somebody that I said, 'Well, he gives me a little hope,
you know.' And I had this kind of belief, but then I would never believed that they had
uplifted us. . .

« « «gnd done that to you. I have a question that I hesitate to ask. .was it was still
a comfort to know that there were a few people who you could really on and. .is that
80?

Yes. Of course, communication from the inside - the fence to the outside was kind

of nil, but then I had a high school teacher who I corresponded with him and I didn't
write everyday or anything, but we corresponded. And I had another high school
teacher, who was a gym teacher and I wrote to him. And I had hoped that these people to
understand our situation and yet they knew that it was wrong. This was wrong. That
they would teach us all this up to now and then uproot us and take us away.

It was wrong. And I would say I can't find an adjective big enough, it was a dreadful
injustice. That's how I feel.
Yes.

Well, let's see, they then. .did you go from Wallerga directly to Tule Lake?
Yes.

Then I would like to ask, you talk so well, you kind of answer my questions; I've got
them outlined here. Let me sce, I'll just ask it broadly this way - which of the
experiences at Tule Lake do you recall the most strongly, which would you most like to
tell me about?
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JS: Well, now it was. .in Tule Lake, there were so many things that sort of stuck into me.
That is to say, I had two uncles, a cousin and about two-three distant cousins and my
folke in the same camp. Okay, now to be kind of. .to say if I wanted to go out of
camp, there was a lot of opposition. You know what I mean? Because one of my other
cousine wanted to go out and there was quite a commotion. You don't want to break up a
family in time of that condition, you know, to have all this kind of thing going on -
to break up - to say I'm going to leave camp or something like that. Having all these
pelatives in the same camp, it was kind of hard. It was kind of hard to say, 'I want
to do this; I want to do that.' And yet it comes about the why should I or who ¢ I to
believe now? Because when this registration came out about loyalty and this and that,
I said, 'Gee, you know, they put us behind bars, barbed wires, and would force this
kind of question on you.' This bothered me. After giving a lot of thought about it, I
eaid, 'No, I'm not even going to register.' I mean, this geemed like kind of wrong and
yet, I said, 'They Lift you right out and everything and says loyalty oath, this and
that.' You know that 27-28 questions whatever it was, that really bothered me, so I
let it go. I said 'I'm not even going to register.' This was the position I took and

" I let it go at that. Until the latter part of my camp days, one day my brother says,
'Well, I'm going to leave camp.' And I said, 'Wait a minute, I'm going to go too
then.' And in order to do this you had to get clearance from security. And then this
27-28 questions come up, you got to register thies and that. I said, 'Well, fine.' So
I registered and got cleared. Of course, they had me registered with another fellow in
camp by the same name, and I was on a stop list, and I had to make out a two page
affidavit at the camp attormey's office there and then I got eleared and my brother and
I left. The loyalty question that was put on us, I thought it was wnfair and yet, I
had no affiliation that I'm going to sabotage anything. It never came to my mind how
I'm going to sabotage anything. JE-never-came—to my-mind—how -I'm-going—tosabotage
anything. They would ask these questions, you know. But then in early part of 1945;
1944-45, my brother and I left the camp.

I was going to say, back to the loyalty question - from your rememberance was this
feeling of igmoring it, largely by your own thought, your own decision or did Yyou.
were you at all influenced by your parents or relatives?

No, it was no influence of this or that. After thinking it over, I said, 'Gee, this is
a most unfair thing for them to ask.'

I would agree. And you took it as your responsibility.
on my oum. I took it om my own and I did it. There was a fellow who was working in
legal aid over there and I told him, 'Look, I'm mot going ot turn nothing in because I
feel, that this is very unfair to be this kind of question to me. You know, behind
barbed wires and say this and that without even saying I'm guilty or anything, they have
uplifted me from my. .where I lived and we're in a camp like this, I said, it doesn't
gizm right that they would put this question to me. This is strictly on my own that I

id it.

You were a young man then and I can appreciate that. As you and I both know, there
were a lot of things that happened at Tule Lake. It was a long and sometimes. well,
there was the farm strike you know, and then the army rule. . .

Yeah, tanks running through the camp there one night. These are 8o vivid in my mind
that I said I could hardly believe this. But then it did happened. That night when
the tanks came rolling into the camp, some how or another I was in bed already at 8:00
and I heard this man or somebody hollering for help, and so, like a fireman I got into
my. .got dressed and walked outside and here I find this man that lives in the next
bloek and he had a club about three feet long and running through the block and he
says, 'I think we killed somebody.' I said, 'What do you mean, you killed somebody?'
'Well, these people were waiting at the warehouse, people from the other camp that wae
harvesting the potatoes and thinge, they came after food from the ice box and then were
waiting there and got into a big fight.' The club he had was about three feet long and
I said 'My gosh, what do they have now, you know.' But then it just happered, he went
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through our block, I was in block 14, and he came through there and no sooner did he
come through there, then we hear all this roaring and everything, and there were all
theee tanks coming through the firebreaks and everything. I think they're shooting
blanks, but then they're shooting. And the whole camp was up and rushing toward the
administration building. Right at that point I had my younger brothers and I said,
'"Wait a minute, we just wait right here, we're not going to move.' And let the other
people..they all rushing toward the administration building, and I said, 'No, we're
staying right here.' It sort of subsided and about an hour or hour and a half or so
and I said, 'My gosh, what happened?' But then we never knew. Nobody knew, you know.
But then my sister, my older sister, who is a nurse, working at the hospital, she was
on duty that night at the hospital and they couldn't come home. And the next morming
going to work the army had put a line where the high school and the wards there, they
put a barricade right through there that we couldn't cross the line no more. I think
it was about 10:00 or 11:30 when everybody got up to the line. To disperse the crowd,
they let go of some smoke bombe or whatever it was and everybody was tearing and walked
back. But I had understood that maybe as much as forty to fifty per cent of the people
of the camp were in the administration area that night. And they got caught in there
and they had to be more or less screened to get back. But fortunately we didn't get
mix up in that and we just stayed on our side. They knew that a lot of these people
were no trouble makers or anything. But then they did screen out, I don't know, about
200-250 people and kept them in a compound or something like that.

In a stockade.

We didn't go to work for a month or two months, something like that. I don't know and
it was kind of frustrating because we were in block 14 and our neighbors were kind of
hard core people and you couldn't talk. We couldn't talk to do this or do that and
they would hear a lot of hearsay and then they would say things.

It was what?
They would say things, it's all hearsay, they don't know.

Yean, rumor.

Thinge got kind of sour in our block - the nurses couldn't come home from the hospital
and the military police would come with a eart to pick up her uniform. And you could
Just imagine. .what are they here for? :

What block did you live in?
Block 14.

Block 14.

There were nosey people and I satd, 'No, they just came after her wuniform.' So that
was i1t. They always thought there was something else more to it and thie and that.
They were very nosey people, they haven't got anything to do, so I guess this is the
way it goes.

Did you find the strike hard on you; what did you do during that period when there was
no work and stuff?

Well, there was nothing we could do. Of course, being a family of nine we had two
apartments and four of us boys slept in one of the apartments and we had a little. .not
a workshop, but we did things to keep busy. And then we twiddle around ? and this
and that but nothing much to do and when they started to call the meetings to go back
to work, I sort of even hesitated to go there because the people in our block were so,
I don't know, nosey people, that they would say things. I was one of the first group
to go back, but I was because. . .
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You mean, to. go back to work?

Yes. Because I was in charge of the kitchen - there were 74 kiichens in the camp and I
was in charge of the supply and they needed this and that, so I went back. I had two
helpers and we supplied soaps and whatever. On these things, nobody harrassed us or
anything for going back. Though our neighbor was kind of nosey, you know. . .

You could say, you just didn't feel comfortable with the nosey neighbors.
Yes, that's right. But then it was better than just loafing around everyday. Then
things sort of broke loose and everybody started going back to work.

Let me sce, the people voted to stop the strike and they had this Coordinating
Committee for a while, you remember?
Yes.

And then of course, I guess you were working. I was there then and then I came in
March of 1944. . .the administration let me come in.

There was one of my classmates in high school - she must have been a social worker or
not, her name was Marjorie George, I think, and she used to. .I remember her, was in my
high school class anyway, graduating class, and when we did evacuate she was at the
auditorium registering or checking our registration and I think she came into camp one
time. I saw her and that's about it. And there's another fellow that came in, I can't
think of his name, but I saw a couple of them that came into our camp, to see friends,
you know and that was about the extent of the people.

I was going to say, there was this very sad and terrible thing when Mr. Okamoto got
shot and then after that lots of people I was talking to they got very scared of the
inu and they said that the Cooperative Enterprises were grafting and taking. .do you
remember that at all? .

Well, I lived in block 30 before the segregation came. Mr. Okamoto, I got to know them
before we left block 30 and came to block 14. The fact that they did not press any kind
of charge or whatever it is, that they (long pause) oh-went right along with the army
and the opposite end of this that they thought they were informers, you know.(l) But
what could they do? That's what I said, 'We're behind wires.' And there was nothing
they could do. I don't know what kind of compensation or thing they got. But it was
sad thing and the people said (that) they are with the administration. Nothing good
was said, but I could feel for them that they were put in such a eituation that well,
we lost. .from what heard of him, what could we do; we lost a brother and we can’t do
anything in thie position. So what kind of compensation they got, I don't know either,
but then they felt real bad. And on top of that to be called informers or something
like that, I thought wae terrible.

They were called informers?
Well, that's what they thought they were.

(appaulled) Oh my goodness. This inu calling got very, very strong a couple of weeks
after Mr. Okamoto was shot and especially when the army didn't do anything and the
soldier who had done the shooting, you know, was just sort Ofiat e

» <taken away. :

taken away, yes.

. «and they don't know if he was punished or what, no one knew. But then, all in all,
you say, talking with my friends, we talk and say, 'What kind of justice is that? They
throw citizens, uproot them, and throw us in camp, so what could you expect.' This wase
some of our thinking that went on, but I said, 'It's kind of hard to say, oh, they
punished him or they put him in jail.' Who knows how far it went - or did they? Or
was he just transferred and that was it.

(1.

Listening to the tape, I conclude that Mr. Sawada is telling me that Mr. Okamoto's

family were thought to be informers because they did not press charges against the
authorities after Mr. Okamoto's death.]
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I wondered did you remember Mr. Noma being murdered, you know he was the head of the
Co-op? How did that affect you and your family?

No, it didn't affect. .well I said, 'Gee, you know, he was just trying to be good and
running an organization or company or store like that, to be assassinated like that.'
It sure is something. Now I would say, 'Is there that much jealousy in our people?'
And now from way back when I was in high school or this and that, people would say, a
partnership among Japanese people are very difficult to conduct and this was always
said. I said, 'Why is it?' He said, 'Well, one doesn't trust the other.' And this is
the kind of philosophy that goes on in the Japanese group. A partnership, a Japanese
partnership is never successful because one doubts the other. I said, 'Maybe there was
somebody else that wanted that kind of position.' And then this happened. So I said,
'Well, I don't care to be in that kind of position.' But then to me what he was doing,
good, bad or otherwise, I don't know. It didn't scem to affect me in that sense. I

gaid the man was. .to me he was doing a good job, but to others, I don't know.

Well, when I was there, I noticed after he was murdered a lot of people got even more
scared to go to the administration area or to show. .be friendly to any Caucasians.
That's true.

Because they might be called inu and everybody knew what happened.

I used to go in and out of the administration building quite a bit. Two-three times a
day. And I used to pass Mr. Jacoby's office and I said, 'Hello, Mr. Jacoby.' Very
friendly fellow, nice fellow and then I'd go into Mr. Peck's office and get things
done, and get requisitions, this and that and be dome with it. I don't know, people
are funny, you know. Dr. Jacoby, I had high respect for him a very good man, I don't
know. I got along with all these people. I did what I had to do.

You weren't bothered. .nobody called you a dog for doing that?(1)
No, you know, I had 74 kitchens to take care and I was busy.

You were a responsible man.

Yeah, so I went to each kitchen at least twice a week, you know and on the side I used
to take care of the trouble they had, that is the utensils, the dishes, this and that,
and I took care of it. I got along with all the kitchens. There isn't one that I say
'You don't do this for me or this or that.' No, I kept even keel with every one of
them and they had no problems.

That was a real contribution. That makes me feel good to hear it. I was going to talk
about something that wae very dramatic when I was there - this started September,
October and got much stronger during the end of 1944 - the people who wanted to be
resegregated. They said, 'The other people who said 'yes,yes' or didn't answer, we
want to be put in a place where we're separatz from them. And then they started their
young men'e organization and it got to a place where they would drill in the morming
and say 'washo'. Do you remember that? And I was wondering what your reaction wxs to
that and whether that made you any trouble?

No. That group of people. There were a lot of them that I knew that was in that
thing, but while maybe you don't recall, but Sunday mormings, my friends that use to
run food for the kitchens, Sunday mornings, four or five of us that used to deliver
milk. And I used to check out a truck Sunday morning and got to the warehouse and
load our truck up with milk and we went through about three trucks would be checked
out, we went through delivering milk to each Kkitchen. These people would be running
across the firebreak and this and that. But it didn't seem to bother me. Or we should
belong to there and being doing that instead of this. It never has bothered me.

[1.

I learned something new from this conversation. In June of 1944, when the hostility

toward inu was most intense, the men who were assaulted because they were considered inu

were all Issei or older Kibei. Mr. Sawada was 19. Occasionally a Nisei, in his late

twenties was threatened. (See Bob Kurusu)
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RW:
S

They never pressurd you or your family?

No. Of course, a lot of people said '0Oh, it's good for you.' It was good, but the
motives behind it was not the thing that I liked. The regimentation in that sense.
This I didn't want. Because in camp we had a lot of time. And due to that fact, I
took up Judo, and our hall and or the gym, the place where we practiced was in block
40. And then - there were 6-7 places where they did Judo in the camp. One in each
ward. We would go to our place to practice one night and then we would go to three or
four other places to practice and I kept busy like this for oh, quite a while. I had
enough exercise and everything that I said, 'No, I don't need - exercise in the morming
18 good, but I don't need that type of regimen.'

Did you know Mr. Kodama who had the black belt? Was he one of the teachers?
He was one of them. There were quite a few good teachers in that camp. I went through

most of places to practice. I used to practice four-five nights a week. So it kept me

pretty busy and I enjoyed it.

I'd say, if you knew Judo so well, people wouldn't be incline to threaten you. You
could take care of yourself.

But then you know I enjoyed it and the people that I worked with, helped with, we had
our own minds and we did what we had to do and stayed away from what seemed to be
trouble and kept not to close with people who were always looking for trouble. I sort
of stayed away from them.

That sounds very sensible to me.

As far as I was concerned. Right after that trouble we had with tanks, we had a
curfew. The curfews were one thing. I said, 'I don't have to monkey around with
curfew.' So moke sure I was home and not running around the block with a jeep chasing
after you and this and that. There was a friend of mine that (was) always dashing
acrose the firebreak and the jeep is after him, you know, and I said, 'Oh my God, what
are you going to do if you get caught?' He said, 'Well, what could they do to you?'

Put you into the stockade.

Yeah, but then a few young fellows, you know, they used to have these ash pits and one
fellow tells me he ran in and fell in an ash pit and he stayed in there. I said, 'Gee
whiz, 1f that was hot, what would you do?' You would have gotten burnmed and it
wouldn't be worth that kind of monkeying around. There were a few people that would
run tnto those pits and they thought it was kind of silly and good thing it wasn't hot
that they didn't get burmed. But then I didn't want to get mixed up with any kind of.

Were these people running resegregationists or were they just young kids. . »
No, these were just some of my friends that I knew and they just overstayed the hours
and then they had to get back and they had to cross the firebreak.

Oh I see. They were young men having a good time.

Having a good time, yeah, but then I said, they knew they wouldn't shoot, so that they
thought all. .most they could do would get caught and maybe reprimanded somehow, but
then they were sure they'd be let go. But I made a point and I said, 'No, I wouldn't
be caught out there under any kind of eircumstances.'’

That was wise. When did you leave Tule Lake?
I left in '45, oh was it August, July or something like that. And we went to
Pocatello, Idaho.

In Idaho. And did you have a position or job there?

No, one of my friends was over there. He wasn't a mechanic but he was doing some
mechanic work and just to get over there, we just went there to his place. And then
from there we went to work for a farmer right outside of Pocatello, community by name
of Blackfoot. And then we worked for a farmer there to harvest potatoes.
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RW:

Were you among those who were restricted from going back to the coaet or. . .

No. we couldn't go back to the coast yet, so we harvest potatoes, alfalfa work, sugar
beets. And then our friend said, 'There was a man who needs help in Twin Falls. He's
got to get his potatoes in.' So we went to Twin Falls for about three-four weeks and
came back to mear Pocatello and we did some potatoe packing, (?) sacking. And when the
release came that we could go back to the West coae*, then we came back.

I see. And what did you do on the West Coast?

Well, I went back and what we did, my brothers, well I went to a nursery in East
Oakland, - San Lorenzo, at the San Lorenzo nursery and I worked there for about a year and
then in 1946 because my folks were living in Sacramento in a hostel, my brother and I
thought we should make a little more money and get a place for them to stay. So in '46
my brother and I went on a farm, that is to say, hit the season. And we started out
with asparagus and then apricots, peach, pear, whatever and then we spent '46 up to end
of December doing seasonal work and then we bought a little home for our folks. . .

Oh, that's nice. :
« « sand then I went back to the nursery after that. In 1947, . January, 1947 I went
back to the nursery.

And how did you come eventually to get to Illinois?

Well, the nursery job was eight hours work. So I started going ot night school, taking
up radio. My line was accounting, but I thought, something. .that will come in, you
know. .so I started in radio, but I didn't know electrieity. So I kept on going there
and there was a nice teacher at that school, Hayward High Sehool by the name of Mr.
Nelson. He said he would teach me, you know, but you got to get on these things good
or you don't. So I saved my money at the nursery and then I read about this coin
school here in Chicago, so I wrote to them and the tuition was about $500.00, so I
saved enough money, I paid the tuition and I came to Chicago; I paid the tuition and I
had $1,800.00 to my name and I came to school.

Now you are an expert electrician, is that your. . .

I said I was going into television, but this electricity was so faseinating, so at this
ecoin school they teach you how to do motor repairing, radio, but motor was eo
fascinating, I stuck with motor repairing and I've been in this thing for the last

what 33 years and I'm on my own now. '

And you're married and-have children?
Well, I'm married and have one daughter and my wife passed away last year.

Oh, I'm sorry.
Kind of hectic. .but trying to get on the track again.

Well, you have really. .it was almost like you have thought it all out beforehand.
Well, these things live with you, it's kind of a sad thing, and yet kind of hard to
forget it and go, and it sticks with you.

And I myself don't think any of us should ever forget the injustice in taking a
ecitizen. « .

Yes, this is kind of hard to say this and say that. But what amazes me a lot, was that
the people in the Midwest. They do not know about this.

Yes, I found that out too.

When I firet came to Chicago, and they say we thought of Japanese ancestry was all
buck-toothed and you know and this and that like they show in the comics, and they
thought we were some kind of a freak. But then they say these people are a little
different. The picture they got from these cartoons or whatever it is, is kind of very
migleading. And they say, 'Gee, the good pointe come down, I wish some of this rubs
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off onto my kids.' And this and that, but it is hard that they thought they were all
buck-toothed and kind of a freak. I said, 'How could you think in that terms when
human beings are human beings.' They said that was the kind of picture they drew, so
what are you going to do. But them, it's kind of hard.

I was going to say that some people after I talked to them, they sometimes think of
things they wished they told me, so I've developed a technique here in interviewing,
even at my age, I learn. .If you don't mind I might call you back in a week or so, and
Jjust have a short talk, would that be all right?

Yes. I knew you were calling, but I'm in and out; sometimes I'm hard to get hold of.

I'lLl keep trying. I'm persistent. You know I lived in Tule Lake and I'm persistent.
This was very moving and it ie a beautifully organized story, and it's just one

of the nicest interviews I've had. I do thank you. Okay, thank you, good bye.

Good bye.
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John Sawada

John Sawada is Thomas Sawada's younger brothér. He now lives in Illinois,.

I asked him, "When did you leave Tule Lake."

JS1 I left in '45, E;—was it August, July or something like that .

imthrepe~n And we went to Pocatello, Idaho.

RW: In=Edahow And’;dd you have a position or job there?

JS: No, one of my friends was over there. He wasn't a mechanic

but he was doing some mechanic workdhnd just to gt over there, we

—jmast went these to his place, yeuuhnowfindafrom there wa=said, we

went to work for a farmer right outside of Pocatello p—cOTMGNHEtY pRopdes
4 called Bleckfool, —And-thea we. warked=for,a farmer®the¥e to harvest
potatoes.
— )
RW.4—=RiE—thevhow-should I Sayy-the authorities, Were Jlucamong
thosé/gégé resPricied from goingiback to-the: coast or..
JﬁnwﬂﬂgZ\Je couldn't go back to the coast yet, so we harvest
potatoes, alfalfa work, sugar beets.And then our friend said,“fiere
was a man who needs help in Twin Falls, ®» Me's got to get his potatoes
in,w§b we went to Twin Falls for about 3-4 weks.and—same—beci—t0o
neatwfpcatelIOwandfgid some-pqxgtg,packing,{ﬁ) swedking, And when the
release came; whewe ﬁe could go back to the West coast, then we came
back.
RW: J=mee. And what did you do on the West Coast?
JSs ads&&w I went back and whad.we..didg=ny. brothers; wg&l I went
to a nursery in East Oakland, Sanzﬁgzggzg; at~the~Sa;:f;:"

Aursery-and I worked there for about a year and then in 1946 because

o
my folks were living in Sacramento igﬁhostel, Yol-oall-thremy my
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I feel grateful that I could at least sneak and help { some

other people. There are a lot of so-called Xmame Japanese

-
refugees out her t¢oo. They're here from Maimoto (?) and

Th

Kabushima. So these are scme of the people that Ifm able tc help,

at skxmm strong in Japanese, but at least
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broher and I thought we should make a little more money and get
a place for them to stay. So in '46 my brother and I went on a
farm, that is to say, hit the season. And we started out with
asparaggé and then apricots, beach, pear, whatever and then we
spenéAup to end of December doing seasonal work and then we
bought a little home for our folks..

Rifs==0Qh, thad's-niee.

Zs .fend then F-wemtbnek to-thesnuesery after—thabe—Ia-1947,
January, 1947 I went back to the nursery.

RW: And how did you come eventually to get to I1linois?

JSt+ Well, the nursery job was 8 hours work. 3So I started going
to night school, taking wp radio. My line was accounting, but I
thought, something..that will come in, you know..80 I started in

radio, ﬁmt I didn't know electricity, So I kept on going there and
there was a nice teacher at that school,yﬁﬁﬁgéﬁniéghwsehoekw

NS
Hewwerd-tHish-Sehool—amd by the name of Mr. Nelsonisaid the would
A

teach me, you knowe hu$wyunmgggﬁxo~get~onftneSe.5hingsmgood or
yoiiden®s. So I saved my money at the nursery and then I read
about this_coin school here in Chicago, 8o I wrote to them and
the tuition was about $500.00, S0 I saved enough money, I paid
the tuition,and I came to Chicago; Sgfasdathe-tuition aMmd I had
$1800.00 to my name and I came to school. ;

Rilli.llow_ygu..are. an e¥DeL i plectrigiany -is thats FOUur . .

581371 said I was going into teleision, But this electricity
was so fascinating,,§g.a$~¢his”cb§nwsvhac}mﬁﬂey t@ach~you=how
to-do.motor, repaieing,. radioy~but-motor.was sprfascineting, I
stuck with motor repairing and I've been in this thing for the V7S
et waert 33 years and I'm on my own now.

RW: And youre married and have children?
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\\\\y'JD‘ Well, I'm married and have 2 daughter and my wife passed away

last year.

RW: Oh, I'm sorry.

JS:+ Kind of hectic,.but trying to get on the track again.:. « -

I complemented Mr, S 1 .
plemented Mr. Sawada on how well he had told me his life history, He said:

W
~i. s " Well, these things live with you, kind of a sad thinggh And

yet kind of hard to forget it and go,and it sticks with you. ¢~

/ o b
& - - - . > - - . o il . ——.a = =T g NN s B it

i alas 5 o de it
W: I myself think none of us should ever forget the injustice of taking
al eluazen’ s i N [N

$S: (Interrupts)

JSi—d¥es,'g%is is kind of hard to say.beis—and-say=thats But what
amazes me a lot,was that the people in the Midwest, ?ﬁey do not know
about this.

RW: Yes., L-foumdethet-eut-tdo.

JS: -People When I first came to Chicago, emd they samee thought

of Japanese ancestry was all buck-toothed amdsihu. knew Ere-tHIN“ZHd
tiamt like they show in the comics.”Qnd they thought we were some kind
ofifreak. But then they say these people are a little different.

The picture they got from these cartoons or whatever it is, is kind

of very misleading,”

I said, "How could you think in that terms when human beings

. " 2 ( " [}
are hman belngsz They sald)fhat was the kind of picture they drew;/
50 wht are you going to d&i N/ fas mdd '} fon'el |

-
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R¥+—¥eah.

FST  ¥es.

RW: What do you remember about your life before the evacuation, what
weee you doing and.. 4€NA17
JS: I was..going to ¥gt year in college.

RW: First year in college.

JSt Yes.

RW: And what were your plans, let me see, what were your hopes for

the future? What did you plan to be?

JS1 Well, I had- all my high school was my commercial studiesa'ihat

is to say, booﬁkepping, accounting, and this line.And I had anticipated
A

at that time, I loved accounting and everything so much, that I planned
to ggiinto higher accounting jobs, you know, accounting, CPA, and this
and that. This was my goal.

RW: And where were you living then?

JS1+ In Sacramento.

RW: In Sacramento. And how did your parents earn their living?

JSt+ They were on a farm.

RW: Ther were farmers, yes. And, let me see, I might ask now, were

you born in Sacramento and what year?

JSt+ I was born in Sacramento in 1922. July 5, 1922.

RW: Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the government announce-
ment that the Japanese American people were going to be ordered to leave
their homes and report to the assembly centers?

JS: I remember I was at school when they posted all this thing out

on the highway. You know, the highway right in front of our school

there, Sacramento Junior College, And the order came out and you see
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all these posters on the street. And I said, "Well, maybe I shouldn't
let this thing bother me." But then things were so erratic - I never
believed it, you know, but it was there.

RW: Can I just ask you - it was so..

JSt It was real disturbing. Well, it's kind of hard to concentrate
with this kind of atmosphere, you know. And so, I didn't know what

to do, but anyway, I said maybe I should finish and I tried to finish,
but everything, the whole school itself was in a roar, too, you know
what I mean?

RW: No, I'd like to hear about that.

JSs Of course, there were a lot of Japanese students in that school

and everybody is just sort of giving up. And I said, ";ée, I would

like to finish this semester." But everything was such a hectic

thing to do, that it was that it all came down to a point if you

got an "A" in a class, you settled for a "B"4¢ If you got a "B", you
settled for a "C". You know, it went that way and so it finally ended
up that I think I left school February, March, April- about a month and
a half or two months before the semester ended.

RW: Did you ever get credit for that semester?

JS:+ Since I did not go back in the same line of course, that is

to finish accounting, I didn't even look into whether I got credit

for it or not.

RW: I see. I can appreciate that too. I was going to tell you that
a fair number of peoplg‘ask this question - who were about your age -
when it happened, that they tell me they just couldn't believe it at
first.

JSt+ That's right. I told my brother, I said, "Paul, they'll never
take us, I mean.we have to go." This was my ultimate deduction,

you know. "We're citizens," I said. Yes, my folks,they might have
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to take, or you know, but they will never take..evacuate us from
our home. This was my honest belief. As everybody around in my
neighborhood sold their equipment,their household things and every-

thing, 1 said, "e'1l never go." So we kept everything,‘We didn't

{\)/\
even bother to sell things or anything esmé until about/L days before

evacuationaéhd then I told my brother, I said, "Look, gee, you know,
agesmuch-es, I'll never believe this, but it looks like we're going to
have to go." And he said, "Yeah, it sure looks like it." But we
didn't sell anything up to that time... a week before evacuation.
Whenwwe came right down to it, I said, “"Gee, it looks like they'# M
reall&‘goiﬁévtélpull us out.” So, I said, "We'll have to do something."”
because, it sure looks like we "Be=godng=td> have to go. Now, on this
basis we had the farm equipment and everything and the crop and
everything, I said, “w@ll, let's see what the best thing we can do:"
And so, we had some good friends, @aucasian friends,and so in
Sacramento If~you—kmew, there is a man by the name of John Brunner,
a furniture store, a very well-to-do man, And we knew this man from
a while back through some misfortune,that is to say, my brother got
into an accident and Mr. Brunner's car was one of them that got hit.
And we got to know this man and my mother had purchased some
appliances..gas range or something from him and she was pay ing for
it and we got to know this man. So, a very nice man, and so my
brother went to see Mr. Brunner and said"I got all this equipment

I have to do something - I thought we'd never move, but we got

to do something - it‘looks lke we are going to have to go." But

he said, "W@ll, fine, wait a minute." He had a brother-in-law who

lived about 3-4 miles from where we were farming and he said he needs
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some equipment and said, "Maybe we could take it off your hands."

So, he said "fkay" and we contacted him and we just sold all our equip-
ment to this man without losing any money, which was..we were
fortunate. So we transferred everything to this man and we got rid

of the equipment. Now, we kept the truck to the end. We said, "We'd
like to keséfﬁze truck to the end, because we have to..the owner of the

(A}
land..the ranch we were farming, said, Wﬁy don't you put all your

bedding and things in my basement of‘igiiouse that he has on this
farm and then lock it up." So we did all this and locked it up and
everything and then the last day he came after the truck and then we..
the family that was supposed to leave about 3-4 days later, he held onto
his truck too, which was sold and he had it and he took it to the Citic
Auditorium, where we were suppose to congregate.

Ui XS IS Mparn An rre |
RW: I see. L-ffas—going teo tion..how many brothers and sisters
did you have?
JSt There are 7 brothers and sisters. There are 4 boys and 3 girls.
and my folks.
RW: Where were you in this lineage, were you the second boy or...

JSs I'm the third one.

RW: You're the third, yes. I'm glad you told this story, because

you're onecdthe few who were able to do this, as you probably know.

Miat Many people lost everything they had almest.

JS1 Well, like I told my brpther, "they'll never force us to go,
because we're citizens!" We're citizens and no way in the world
that they could force us. So it is war , yes, but we're citizens.
But the picture ooked real grim and the last week, I said, "gee,
you know, it sure look bad, that we might have to go." So we sort
of straightened everything out in 3-4 days which was unbelievable,

because we got rid of the equipment and we had some crops that were
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coming out and I said, "Gee, what are we going to do with this." I
think we were just gang to have to leave it. And fortunately a man
came and said he wants to buy the crop. So we saidffine}\ And so

I don't know, my brother put some price on it and he went to the bank
and he got everything settled and he sold the whole thing. We were
kind of fortunate that things worked out like this. But I would never
had believed that we had to leave.

RWs Thie—YETTT”ThTﬂhmeuenyone-feitw&h&trmbu$~w$ﬁw&§kemnoww%ﬂmgo*on

Haﬁkﬁﬁblé?iwhich assembly center were you sent?

JSt Wallerga.
RW: Wallerga. Ieé=ma-see, Was there anything that happened in that
assembly center, that makes you feel good today when you think about it?
JSt+ No. My deduction of the camp of that nature, nothing good could
come out.~Ehat is to say, yes people are working, but how much work is
there? Kitchen work, maintenance and ?hey had nothing to do. No

! Wﬂl. S )
schools were set up, nothing goo 41e~ga;ng=$o come out, that is to say,
I was old enough to figure that "No, nothing good is going to come out
of this." ..at this assembly center because people were just loafing,
and they had more time on their hands and I said, "Well, I have tA&eep
busy because there is too much time."
RW: “IsKipped-one«important-question I sdip-up.now.-and-then,
you-knew. Which of ypur experiences in the assembly center do you
recall the most strongly? ¥het—wauld really-pop—first. into your.-head?-
JS: In assembly center?
RW: Yes.,
JSt Well, one thing that I never could get over was how was it that
a citizen like us, we were born here and a citizen could be behind

bargvyire without..I learned in history..innocent until proven guilty.

And this whole thing come true and we're behind barbed wire with
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soldiers watching us from the outside. This is something that I could
never believe that this country would do. And I felt, "gee, is this
what they've been teaching us all this time." It really comes down
to that you study history, you study the Eonstitution and is this
what it all adds up to, they could just lift you up, take you away,
and throw you in the camp like this because of my ancestry. This is
reallyihit me hard and I said, "Well, I can't change it; I'm born.
What aﬁ‘I going to do?" But what they'll do to you..I felt this was
a real political thing and I could never get over the fact that they
have such power in a time of hysteria. That they wauld do this kind
of thing. I thought our government was a lot stronger than this all
hysteria. I could never get over the fact that they would throw us
behind barbed wires like this.
RWs You had done no wrong at all.
JSs That's it and they would throw us behind barbed wire and give

a number and, you know..

++1like a prisoner... exactly.

JS: I thought, "Gee, now whatAam I to believe; whom am I to believe."
These are the questions that bothered me. About the second week we
were in the assembly center, we got a letter from this fellow we used-

to lease the land, the farm..and he said someégéibroke into the building

~N-CA
A

and took everything. A Week - 3@, days, you know, and I said "Gee, how
rotten are the people?" I could never get over this. You're in an
assembly center, military police are around guarding you - who wants
to escape? You know what I mean? We have no way of getting away.

.

And yet here's a man w&ﬁ(&rote us a letter saying that someone broke
thrtt  fwr )
in and took all of our belongings. This was } or 4 families belongings

who were in thet place and now who took it, I'll never know. Whether

o .
he sold it, $¢%&—n€ver‘know. And these are things that come about.
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It really frustrated me. I said, "Gee,"you know, it's so hard to say

R peXesy | crascuse—me .

J&p So, anyway these are the things that bothered me. I said, "I could
never get over this." That we are behind barbed wire, I could hardly
believe it.

RWs Yes.

JS: I knew there were friends outside that understood, you know.

There was Mr. Pastalockwa, who was my accounting teacher at the Junior
College, and he had an empty garage that we bought some things over for
him to hold and he was very nice about it. We left little things like
old typewriters and things like that with him and we didn't lose it or

anything and he was very good about it and we claimed it after the

u
war and this and that. He was really somebody that I said, Wblghgives

me a little hope, you know. And I had this kind of belief, but then
I would never believed that they had uplifted us...

RWs ..and done that to you. I have a question that I hestitate

0 ask...whether—there-was anytiting that-you-eouldrrthe way you Had
t0. cope~with-dit.helped. you, but. Iebhink You'Ves.correet me now if~you
haven't-answered by saying that you're one?:;é was still a comfort
to know that there were a few people who you could rely on and..

is that so?

JS:s Yes. Of course, communication from the inside - the fence to
the outside was kind of nil, but then I had a high school teacher
who I corresponded with him and I didn't write everyday or anythimg,
but we corresponded. And I had another high school teacher, who

was a gym teacher and I wrote to him.ﬁnd I had hoped that these

people do understand our situation and yet they knew that it was

wrong. This was wrong. Thatl they would teach us all this up to
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RW: Good morning, is this Mr. Sawada?

J¥s Speaking.

RWs This is Rogiie Wax, who called you I believe yesterday.

JSt Yes. i

RW: If you have time to be interviewed about your life history, ué«;
we*l fine, if there are any interruptions - why, you know, we can
stop and do it again, And I wondered if there were any questions

that you wanted to ask me about this study I'm doing before we start.
JS:1 Is this in a book or anything or what? Are you writing a term paper?
AW:s Ibm—emd¥sx, I'm 70 years old - I'm a retired professor and I was
at Tule Lake for 2 years studying there.

JS: I see.

RW: I do not have to write a book. I'm only going to write a report
just for the Rockefeller Foundation and I won't use anybody's real
name.

JS1 I see. |

RW: So they are all anonymous and my objects% I had some Japamse
American friends and I've interviewed them and this was so interesting
that I thought I would interview a few more people who were at Tule
Lake.

JS: I see.

RW: My object will be to just write a report on how this affected
them. What happened - so I'm getting the life history. 1Is that
enough?

JSs Yes.

do
RWs Well, I'll go ahead and ask: Whatﬁyou remember about your

life before the evacuatioﬁx

JSs+ Just a minute, let me get a pen here.




page 9

now and then uproot us and take us away.

RW: It was wrong,pnd I would say I can't find an adjective big enough,

O ey
it was a dreadful injustice. hat's how I feel.

JSt Yes.
o from
RW: Well, let's see, they then..dd”you go / Wallerga directly to

Lake?

Yes.

&

rd i .
(then I would like to ask, you talk so well, you kind

RWs Yesw—~And
of answer my questions; I've got them outlined here. Let me see,
I'11l just ask it broadly this way - which of the experiences at Tule
Lake do you recall the most strongly, which would you most like to

tell me about?

JS: Well, now it was ..in Tule Lake, there were so many things that

AW
sort of stuck into me. That is to say, I had R uncles, a cousin and

TWD At

about 228 distant cousins and my folks in the same camp. Okay, now
to be kind of..to say if I wanted to go out of camp, there was a lot
of opposition. You know what I mean? Because one of my other cousins
wanted to go out and there was quite a commotion. You don't want to
break up a family in time of that condition, you know, to have all this
kind of thing going on - to break up”to say I'm going to leave camp or

something like that. Having all these relatives in the same camp,

\\
it was kind of hard. It was kind of hard to say)I want to do thisj
Y
I want to do that, énd yet it comes about the why should I or who

am I to believe now? Because when this registration came out about
loyalty and this and that, I said, “Gee, you know, ygﬁﬁgut us behind
bars, barbed wires,and would force this kind of question on you."
This bothered me. After giving a lot of thought ébout it, I saidg,

\ ’j/'
£ K-

"No, I'm not even going to register." I mean, this seemedAkind of
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wrong and yet, I said, "They 1ift you right out and everything and
says loyalty oath, this and that." You know that 27-28 questions
whatever it was, trert that really bothered me, so I let it go. I said
"I'm not even going to register." This was the position I took and I
let it go at that. Until the latter part of my camp days, one day my
brother says, "Well, I'm going to leave camp."” And I said, "Wait a

minute, I'm going to go too then. And in order to do this you had to

get clearance from security. And then this 27-28 questions come up,

you got to register this and that, I said, "Well, fine. So I registered
and @t cleared. Of course, they had me registered with another fellow

in camp by the same name, and I was on a stop list, and I had to make

out a ﬁ'bage affidavit at the camp attorney's office there and then I

got cleared and my brother and I left. 4€:ad"¥he loyalty questlon
that was put onkﬁhss, I thought it was unfair and yet, 1 had iﬁ affllla—
tion that I'm going to sabotage anything. It never came to my mind
how I'm going to sabotage anything. They would ask these questions,
you know. But then in early part of 1945; 1944-45, my brother and I
left the camp.

RW: I was going to say, back to the loyalty questlon - from your
rememberance was this feeling of 1gnor1ng:£::by your own thought,
your own decision or did you..were you at all influenced by your
parents or relatives?

JS: No, it was no influence of this or that. After thinking it
over, I said, "Gee, this is tbéimost unfair things for them to ask.”
RW: I would agree. And you took it as your responsibility.

JS:+ On my own. I took it on my own and I did it. There was a

fellow who was working in legal aid over there and I told him,
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"Look, I'm not going to turn nothing in because I feeigthis is

very unfair to be this kind of question to me. You know, behind
barbed wires and say this and that without even saying I'm guilty
or anything, they have uplifted me from my..where I lived and we're
in a camp like this, I said, it doesn't seem right that they would
put this question to me. This is strictly on my own that I did it.
RW: You were a young man then and I can appreciate that. As you
and I both know, there were a lot of things that happened at Tule
Lake. It was a long and sometimes..well, there was the farm strike
you know, and then the army rule..

JS1 Yeah, tanks running through the camp there.one night,. and ?Bese
are so vivid in my mind that I said I could hardly believe this.
But then it did happened. That night when the tanks came rolling
into the camp, some how or another I was in bed already at 8100 and
I heard this man or somebody hollering for help, and so, lke a fireman
31 got into my..got dressed and walked outside and here I find this man
wﬁp llves in the next block and he had a club about }(};et long and
running through the block andﬁsays,"l think we killed somebody." I
said, "What do you mean, you killed somebody?" Well, "These people
were waiting at the warehouse, people from the other camp that was
harvesting the potatoes and things, they came after food from the
ice box and then were waiting there and got into a big fight.; The
club he had was about 3i¥::t long and I said "My gosh, what do they
have now, you know." But then it just happened, he wentfthrough

our block, I was in block 14, and he came through there and no sooner

Ky L
hed he come through there, then we hear all this roaring and everything,

and there were all these tanks coming through the firebreaks and
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everything. I think they're shooting blanks, but then they're
shooting. And the whole camp was up and rushing toward the
administration building. Right at that point I had my younger
brothers and I said, "Wait a minute, we just wait right here, we're
not going to move."” MAnd let the other people..they all rushing
toward the administration building, and I said, "No, we're

staying right here." It sort of subsided and about an hour or

hour and a half or so and I said, "My gosh, what happened?" But
then we never knew, Aobody knew, you know. But then my sister,

my older sister, who is a nurse, working at the hospital, she was on
duty that night at the hospitll and they couldn't come home, And the
next morning gang to work the army had put a line where the high
school and the wards there, they put a barricade right through there
that we couldn't cross the line no more. I think it was about 10 or

11330 when everybody got up to the line(fg disperse the crowd, they

let go of some smoke bombs or whatever it was and everybody was tearing
{1 44 4

and walked back. But I had understood that maybe as mucﬁ”ésx46759% ;'}fL

people of the cmmp were in the administration area that night,and they f&
got caught in there and they had to be more or less screened to get
back. But fortunately we didn't get mix up in that and we just stayed
on our side. They knew that a lot of these people were no trouble
makers or anything. But then they did screen out, I don't know, about
200-250 people and kept them in a cmmpound or something like that.

RW: In a stockade.

JSt We didn't go to work for a month or two months, something lke
thateI don't know and it was kind of frustrating because we were in
block 14 and our neighbors were kind of hard core people and you
couldn't talk. We couldn't talk to do this or do that and they

would hear a lot of heresay and then they would say things.
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It was what?
They would say things, it's all heresay, they don't know.
Yeah, rumor.
Things got kind of sour in our block - the nurses couldn't
come home from the hospital and the military police would come with
a cart to pick up her uniform#. And you could just imagine..what sre.

Ao
}:siaykhere for?

RW: What block did you live in?

JSs+ Block 14.

RWs Block 14.

JSt There were nosey people and I said, "No, they just came after

her uniformé." So that was it. They always thought there was something
else more to it and this and that. They were very nosey people, they
haven't got anythig to do, so I guess this is the way it goes.

RW: Did you find the strike hard on you; what did you do during that
period when there was no work and stuff?

JS:1 Well, there was nothing we could do. Of course, being a family

of 9 we had 2 apartments and 4 of us boys slept in one of the apartments
and we had a little..not a workshop, but we did things to keep busy.

And then we twiddle around gz;__“ﬁiﬂﬂb and this and that but nothing
much to do and when they started to call the meetings to go back to
work, I sort of even hesitated to go there because the people in aur
block were so, I don't know, nosey people, that they would say things.

I was one of the first group to go back, but T was because..

RW: You mean, to go back to work?

JSt Yes. Because I was in charge of the kitchen - there were 74

kitchens in the camp and I was in charge of the supply and they needed

R .
this and that, so I went back. I had 2 helpers and we supplied soaps

and whatever
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ﬁ$u On these things, n6rbody harrassed us or anything for gang back,

\

W N

i"’siiof\cmr neighbor was kind of nosey, you know..
RW: You could say, you just didn't fel comfortable with the nosey
neighbors.
JS: Yes, that's right. But then it was better than just loafing
around everyday. Then things sort of broke loose and everybody
started going back to work.
RW: Let me see, the people voted to stop the strike and they had
this €oordinating Committee for a while, 48 you remember2K$Ahd%héﬁ&4,
of course, I guess you were working. Pre-the?e wad this-perdod I

NI

guee®, 1 was there then and I came in March of 1944 aftEP-thew.

) vV e M
>

theymdbt-Re—comerdn. . the administration let me come in.

JS:1 There was one of my classmates in high school - she must have
been a social worker or not, her name was VarJorle George, I think and
she used to..I remember her was in my;éléé;dényway, graduating class,
and when we did evacuate she was at the auditorium registering or
checking ouE registration and I think she came into camp one time.

I saw herg and that's about it. And there's another fellow that

came in, I can't think of his name, but I saw a couple of them that

)
came into our campfisee friends, you know and that was about the

extent of the people. i

RW: I was gang to say, there was thiéﬂéad and terrible thing when
Mr. Okamoto got shot and then after that lots of peple I was talking
to they got very scared of the'éna and they said that the ce—opWas
“he Cooperative énterprisesbfy%unknow; were grafting and taking..

do you remember that at all?




OTNOTE” p. 1k a

Listening te the tape, I cenclude that Mr. Sawada is telling me that
Mr. Okameto's family were theught te be infermers because they

did met pressg charges against the autherities after Mr, Qkamote's
death.,
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JS: Well, I lived in block 30 before the segregation came.

Mr. Okamoto, I got to kmow them before we left block 30 and came

to block 14. The fact that they did not press %ny klnd of charge or
A gna forns

whatever it is, that they though$_£¥eah went rlght along with

army and the opposite end of this that they thought they were in-

:L p
formers, you know. But what could they do{ That's what x sald,,
)} — ‘h "r‘v.,/l‘ Wy oA ’,\\,A J

HwWé're behind wires. And there was nothing they could do. »Therevwas
po compensation or thing they goty l_§Qnij:jngu~whai_$hey"gvf, But it
was a sad thing and the people saié;%;éy are with the administration.
Nothing good was said, but I could feel for them that they were put
in such a situation that well, we lost..from what heard of him, what
could we do; we lost a brother and we can't do anything in this posi-
ton. So what kind of compensation they got, I don't know either, but
then they felt real bad. And on top of that to be called informers
or something like that, I thought was terrible.
RW: They were called informers?

~ JS3 Well, that's what they thought they were.
V;WlJ Oﬂxgoodness. This enu\2§lllng got very, very strong a couple
of weeks after Mr. Okamoto was shot and especially when the army didn't
do anything and the soldier who had done the shooting, you know, was
just sort of..
JS1 ..taken away.

RWs taken away, yes.

JSt ..and they don't know if he was punished or what, no one knew.

But then, 2ll in all, you say, talking with my friendilwe talk and
I

\~ - . -
say.\What kind of justice is that? They throw citizens, uproot them,
N
and throw us in camp, so what could you expect. This was some of our
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thinking that went on, but I said, "It's kind of hard to say, oh, they
punished him or they put him in jail." Who knows how far it went -
or did they? Or was he Just'ransferred and that was it.
RW: I wondered did you remember Nr.\ﬁzxami being murdered, you know
he was the head of the Eo-op? How did that affect you and your family?
JS: No, it didn't affect..well I said, "Gee, you know he was just
trying to be good and running an organization or company or store like
that, to be assa%}nated like that." It sure is something. Now I would
sam“is there tha% much jealousy in our people?“ And now from way back
when I was in high school or this and that, people would sy, a partner-
ship among Japanese people are very difficult to conduct and this was
always said. I said, "Why is it?" He said, "Well, one doesn't trust
the other.” And this is the kind of philosophy that goes on in the
Japanese group. A partnership, a Japanese partnership is never
successful because one doubts the other. I said)\ﬁaybe there was
somebody else that wanted that kind of positionf’ And then this
happened. So I said, "Well, I don't care to be in that kind of
position." But then to me what he was doing,good, bad or otherwise,
I don't know. It didn't seem to affect me in that sense. I said
the man was..to me he was ddng a good job, but to others, I don't
know.
HWs Well, when I was there, I noticed after he was murdered a lot
of people got more scared be=be-frienddy to go the administration

J§) A rane. RW
area or to show..be friendly to any Gaucas1an54u@ecause they might

be called & and everybody knew what happened.

JS: I used to go in and out of the administration building quite
T o - R

{ LV
a bit. xgaﬁitimes a day. And I used to pass Mr. Jacoby's office

and I said, "Hello, Mr. Jacoby." Very friendly fellow, nice fellow




FOOTNOTE # P, X%

1. I learned semething new frem this cemversatien. Thanmennwhanwexa i/

zbkbxxbxbxhxtxwxbchebebabbubbbibbbbbbhbhbEbbbbbebbbbBebbkbbebh Dn June

of 194, when the Westility teward imy iwu was mest intense, the men

because
whe were assaulted bzuxps they were cewsidered iwu were all Issei er

xx elder Hibei, Mr. Sawada was 19, Occasierally a Nisei, Xnagen in his

late twen=ties was threatened. (See Bsb Kurusu)
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and then I'd go into Mr. Peck's office and get things done,and get
requisitions, this and that and be done with it. I don't know,
people are funny, you know. Dr. Jacoby, I had high respect Hr him,
a very good man, I don't know, I got along with all these people.

I did what I had to do. 1
RW: You weren't bothered..nobody called you a dog for doing that?
JSt No,'YOu know, I had 74 kitchens to take care and I was busy.
RW: You were a responsible man.

JSt Yeah, so I went to each kitchen at least twice a week, you
know and on the.side I used to take care of the trouble they had,
that is the utensils, the dishes, this and that, and I took care of
it. I got along with all the kitchens. There isn't one that I say
"You don't do this for me or this or that." No, I kept even keelpd

with every one of them and they had no problems.

NV E *
RWs That is\; real contribution. That makes me feel good to hear

it, I}'was\going to talk about something that was very dramatic when
I was there - this started September, October and got much stronger
during the end of 1944 - the people who wanted to be resegregated,
anﬁaihet'?hey said, -1he other pegle who said 4ﬁ$*noh or didn't answer,
we want to be put in a place where we're sparate from themaAnd then
they started thelr young men's organization and it got to a place where
they would V' 2%@6) in the morning and say washo Do you remember
that? And I was wondering what your reaction was to that and whether
that made you any trouble?
JS No.‘zhat group of people. There were a lot of them that I knew
that was in that thing, but while maybe you don't recall, but Sunday
mornings, my friends that BSﬁ to run food for the kitchens, Sunday
XA

mornings, 4 or 5 of us wie,used to deliver milk‘&nd I used to check

out a truck Sunday morning and go to the warehouse and load our
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truck up with milk and we went through about 3 trucks would be

AN e L dadan2ning
checked out, we wentﬂg-dealirvrvd milk to each kitchen. These
people would be running across the firebreakde® and this and
that. But it didn't seem to bother me. Or we should belong to
there and being doing that instead of this. It never has bothered
me.
RW: They never pressured you or your family?
JS: No. Of course, a lot of people said "Oh, it's good for you."
It was good,but the motives behind it was not the thing that I liked.
The regimentation in that sense. This I didn't want»gecause in camp
we had a lot of time,And due to that facty I took up Judo and our hall

and or the gym, the place where we practiced was in block 40. And thenw

there were 6-7 places where they did Judo in the camp. One in each

ward. We would go to our place to prgfice one night and then we would

go to 3 or 4 other places b practice and I kept budy like this for
oh, quite a while. I had enough exercise and everything that I said,
"No, I don't need --exercige in the morning is good, but I don’'t need

Fet
that kiswd of regimen."”

RWs Did you know Mr. §%;;:;tho had the black belt? Was he one of
the teachers?

JS: He was one of them. There were quite a few good teachers in
that camp. I went through most of places to practice. I used to
practice 4-5 nights a week. So it kept me pretty busy and I enjoyed
it.

BW: I'd say, if you were—such—a-—good—dudoy-yor knew 4339 so well,

people wouldn't be incline to threaten you. You could take care

of yourself.
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JS: But then you know I enjoyed it and the people that I waked with,

helped with, we had our own minds and we did what we had to do and

stayed away from what seemed to be trouble and kept not to close uwn %

$ people who were always looking for trouble. I sort of stayed

away from them.

RW: That sounds very sensibie to me.

JS: As far as I was concerned. Right after that‘koublg we had with

tanks, we had a curfew. The curfews were one thingégfvain't have to

monkey around with curfew.'éo make sure I was home and not running

around the block with a jeep chasigg after you and this and that.

There was a friend of mine thgg;;EQays dashing across the firebreak
A "ol Kk, v Aok

and the jeep is after him, you know, and I said.\" t are you going

to do if you get caught?" He said, "Well, what could they do to you?"
RW:  Put you into the stockade.

AV W S M Dant )

JSs %ﬁut then a féwﬂféllows. you know,they used to have these

ash pits and one fellow tells me he ran in and fell in an ash pit

and he stayed in there. I said, "Gee whiz, if that was hot, what
would you do?" Yeu~ithew, ybu would have gotten burned and it wouldn't
be worth that kind of monkéying around. Therelwere a few people Hat
runagas into those pits and they thought it was kind of silly

and good thing it wasn't hot that they didn't get burned. But then

I didn't want to get mixed up with any kind of..

RW: This—F-gtdnit-get. Were these people running anrd-pessibiy-getting
in_the. ash-pitey-were-~they resegregationists or were they just young
kids..

JS:+ No, these were just some of my friends that I knew and they

just overstayed the hours and then they had to get back and they

had to cross the firebreak.

RW: Oh I see. They were young men having a good time.
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Jf you don't mind I might call you back in a week or so, and just

have a short talk, would that be all right?

JSt Yes. I knew you were calling, but I'm in and out; sometimes

I'm hard to get hold of.

RWs I'1ll keep trying. I'm persistent. You know I lived in Tule Lakeﬁhwﬁ
I'm persistent. This was very moving and it is a beautifully organized

story, and it's just one of the nicest interviews I've had.

I do thank you. Okay, thank you, good Bye.




