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DtiSGRIFTIQS OF TULM LAKE  JAPANESE COLOKY 

Jane  22%  1942 

Identification 
The Tule Lake Japanese Colony is being foimed as a resul t 

of the evacuation program of Japanese on the Pacific Coa st, 
iiivacuees from different parts of the Coast are being mov ed 
to the Tule Lake Relocation Center, which isto be occupi ed 
by them for the duration of the war. This center differs 
from the assembly centers, which are temporaiy, and is one 
of the half a dozen that have been started already. Other 
relocation centers have been started at Manzamr , Parke r 
uam, Gila River, and Minidoka. Farming land is available 
near the relocation center, and in time the Colony is ex. 
pected to become self-sufficient. The project is direct ed 
by the War Relocation Authority. 

Geographic location 
The Tule Lake Relocation Center is located seven miles 

southeast of Tulelake on about a thousand acres of land owne d 
by the federal Bureau of Reclamation. The land is flat and 
covered with low grass. Formerly the area was a lake bott om, 
which was reclaimed, and there is no lake on the Reloca tion 
Center. Reclamation is still going on in adjacent areas , 
which are owned by the Federal Bureau of Reclamation. On 
all sides can be seen low hills. The area is about 4,000 
feet above sea level. The winters are long ana cold, ana 
the planting season is only about 114 days. The tempera ture 
does not rise above 100. While it has been as l i t m 
degrees J*., the average minimum is about .10 degrees! It 
does not r a m very much, however, and averages ¿bout ten 
inches a year. There is no rainy season, and rainfall is 
generally uniform throught the year. r am i all is 

Membership 

t h e ^ f i o V 1 1 6 * 0 0 1 0 ^ °°' n8i8 t o f J aP*n«oe evacuees from 

June 1, 28 from Meaford 

June t' r r ° m $ * l m a n d  f l y i n g di 8 trict 8 . 
June  I'  i 3" 0" 1 V a n o o » ™ r vicinity 
jZe  6,' 482  H Z  n ° r i h r n a n d  ° e n t r a l  »«hington. 
June 91-17  ¡00%»!"*„' 9,1161140 and  Clark.burg: 

total oi I PJ r o x i I ^ r ^ y
a y

5 L r o mf " a l e ^ a Center , a 
The capacity of t ^ c e n i e r J « n J T  S a o r a m ° n t o area. 
but beoauee of lac" S t T .  i l ! t U ) '  8 e t a t  " . 000 , 
tion center«, the capacitv w.« i ° C a U° ! i '  f o r o t h e r 

capacity was increased to 18,000. 

injoraatlon Ef f l^H/n , „ n n ^ 



.Description—  2 

¿Shelter 
Shelter is provided by a series of wooden barracks, 20 

by 100 feet, with about 35 feet between barracks, Facili-
ties are built with a block as the unit. There are in one 
block 14 barracks, 1 recreation hall, 1 messhall, 1 me n's 
latrine and shower room, 2 women* s latrine and shower room s, 
one laundry room and one ironing room, iiine blocks consti-
tue a ward, and firebreaks separate the wards. At present 
four wards are completed and additional wards are being mad e 
at the north and south sides. 

Rooms 
Of the 14 barracks to a block 12 are partitioned into 4 

apcj,rtm@nts, approximately 20 by 25 feet, with a maximum  capa-
city of six people. Two of the barracks are partitioned into 
six rooms of 16 by 20 feet, and are for couples and threes. 
In each room there is a wood stove installed. The walls 
are going to be insulated eventually and an eight-foot ce il-
ing put up with the same material. 

Latrineeshower room . 
The latrine-shower room has a concrete floor. The toilets 

are oi the individual flushing type. The shower is adju st, 
able for both hot and cold water. The boiler is heated with 
coal. Women*s toilets and showers are partitioned, althou gh 
the front is still open. 

Messhall 
The size of the messhall is equal to two barracks, and has 

a seating capacity of from 280 to 350 people. All of the 
occupants of one block can be served at the same time, and 

l ^ r l ^ M ™ f e i s n o n e e d t 0 w a i t  to eat. At pre-
sent breakfast is served at seven a.m., lunch at noon! an d 
dinner at 5.30 p.m. The floor is line4 with l ino le^ ^ d 

taoletop covered with water-proof board. 

Cociiaunity store 

sneives on both si.des. It presents the appearance of => 
plone.r trading store, with all the ™ oC eve^vd-.v 

o L L f  P l Hy e d a n d r U g S n a n S i n e from the ceiling 
Oranges and apples and one or two other fruits and r r,ri i„ 
of all sort«*, £>oda *ater and ice-ore^ are s o L £v S E I 

S r t ' o o d f 1 ' o S S i  a r e l l t T e 1 * 1 '  " a U o L i i L  n " 

andourtain'materialaredi«Dlaved ^ f 0 " ° ° t t o n  ^ 
most of the articles  YZ / Vm I  * *  f o r t h e  foodstuff, 
xhe articles are sold a^ ourrent^rice f ? e W c h 

to go into a camaunityfund m i f f It'  3 1 1  P r o f i t ® " e 
tions for a . m « t i T .  e t h e r e h a B t e e n  augges-
discussion. ° 0 0 p e r < i t i T e 8 t o r ®. thl. IB only in the stage of 

lulean Dispatch 

The colony newspaper begaa as an information bulletin, 
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and recently changed its title to the Tulean Dispatch. 
Prank Tanabe is working as the temporary editor, ana at 
present there are seven others on the staff. The colony 
newspaper is "being turned out three times weekly in two to 
six page editions. The staff is working with limited eq uip-
ment, with only typewriters and a mimeograph machine to wo rk 
with. While the printing of Japanese hasbeen forbidden by 
the administration, there is to be no censorship of the 

Government 
The administrative staff, with Mr. Shirrell as Acting 

Director, is working under orders from the  WRA with the 
regional office in San Frsn cisco and the head office in 
fashington, D.G. The guarding of the outside of the Colony 
is aone by soldiers, but watchtowers at the four outside 
corners are usually the only evidences of their existe nce. 
The internal policing is done by the administrative staff 
with the help of colonists. 

For  each block a block manager has been appointed tem-
porarily. It is an administrative position and he is 
entrusted with the taking of letters down to the central 
post office and of delivering mail to each apartment, as 
well as organizing his block to meet specific problems. 

biine blocks in the first ward to be filled held electio ns 
to select temporary councilmen, one from each block. The 
nine elected have formed a Temporary Community Counc il, and 
have chosen Gerry Wakayama as their chairman. This legi s-
lative body will discuss various community problems and mak e 
plans for handling them*. It was decided that as soon as 
four wards are filled a constitution will be drawn up. 

Voting power is given to all those in the Work Corp. Si nce 
the work Corp has not been set up as yet, all those from 16 
to 90 are given the right to vote. Because of orders fr om 
Washington, however, only those with citizenship are ¿.iven 
the right to become represantatives. 

iaaployaent 
iiinployment has been available in the administration office, 

hospital, recreation department, education department, mess-
halls, potato field, warden crew and other departments o f 
the Colony. Many of the positions, especiii ly the top on es, 
have been filled by Miseis from the Northwest who entered 
the polony first. There have been protests raised from 
people irom Sacramento that the northern people resent t heir 

ii^iif-i 0 '  h a s b e e n  ^pressed by those already 
U l i the horde of in-coming Californians ousting them 

ffllan« ftf h P 0 8 1 ^ ™ * . Since job is one of the ve*y few 
1 S T * e ? ° i n i ? S 8 t a t u s  withia the Colony, it is very 

^ i n f  +
e m p l 0 y m e n t t e  attributed fairly. All posi-

tions filled at present are understood to be temporary. 
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After the Colony is filled, reappointments are going to be 
made on a merit basis, with the possible use of examinations 
in many fields, as is done in civil service, 

Recreation 
ivecreational activities have already begun. Seven bas e-

ball diamonds were marked out ana games are being playe d 
every night. At present a league of eight teams has been 
iomecu On Saturday nights dances have been held. Dance 
practice, knitting and crocheting, sumo,, furniture exhi bit 
were some of the activities carried on. There are plans for 
a gym where judo and other indoor «>orts can be practis ed. 
Pmgpong tables are also being made. For the Issei a s^it-
ball team was oig^ized and a senryu meeting held. Go, 
saogjL, Cnineae checkers, c rd games, mah Jong, karut~are 
also being planned under the leadership of Mr. Muramoto. 
The organization of recreational work has been handicap ped 
by the rapid increase of population and the necessity of 
constantly adaing new leaders from the incoming groups. 

Keligiofl 
The Christian group has started a fairly well organized 

religious program, and as yet there is no iiuaahist"moveme nt 
m the colony. Tne Christians have been having Sunday morn-
m g services in English and in Japanese, high school fe llow-

¿¿¿/afureh*t«hn!i^Igh school fellowship group, choir practice, 
twn ** school, and women's society meeting. There are 
two active Christian ministers-Kev. Xuroda and Rev. Tan abe. 

The meals have been simple, but generally fairly ^ood. 
iuaerican type cooking has predominated, and ^ p a n e s f ^ d 
has been represented m a m l / by shovu on the table. 4esh 
vegetable has been served in fafrty liberal m n t 
fresh fruits have axso appeared on Ä w . ? ^  I'' is"avail 

milk u ° L i T \ t S  ° n C f ° r t w i C e a  Children can have 
i S  > ™

 8 0  i- -o s p -

«ork pro.ieot 
m a i n t a i n * Colony, work will be oroviaed 

? o r f L e r a u L e a i : L f r — s the f rniiure f a c operating moaestly at present, plans are bein* 

a « . ' " « ^ j s i r s ä o W V ' L 1 1 -•P- i«-^  4. ^•^Jtsois ctre ell orts to make the Colonv sei  ;  . ß „ f 

L will result fn  a r e t 0 t 0  ^ e community, 
1 r e " U l t i n  S r e ater benefit to individual colonists. 

hundrerao ' r^ ro f lh is^r 8 * ^ V f V « M i r a t i o n . Sine 
lano. U ^  i n b a r l e ' •  w h " e the ba-
present ein| i lantef w h n / e e ° t a b l e s - Potato., are at 
caboage, i e U u  B  ^ / f , ^ rhutabagga, 
ar 6 also plan, for a deh^draUra B i ™ t t* 0 ** There 
vegetable,  A e  , „ l ^ d 
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600 to 1000 hogs. Cows are not being planned on for this 
year because there are not many Japanese dairymen. 

The soil is ieep volcanic ash, and is good productive so il, 
practically free from aLkali andnoxious weeds.  For  next • 
year 3400 acres are being planned for cultivation. The ne w 
f a m equipments bought have cost  %10,000. An experimental 
station is being set up to obtain the greatest efficiency 
from the short planting season. 


