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B*r»f 1920
Liv^s in Oakland, Cal.

Mr. ijhomas Sawada # 212

March 12, 19�� f  

TS * Hello?

RWi Hello, is this Mr. Sawada?

TSi Speaking.

RW* This is Professor Rasalie W a I  talked to your wife  

over th\e weekend and she suggested that I call at this time.

Dr. Uyeda gave me your name as a reference, because  doing,

�  p^+ .ly, i *m interviewing people who experienced  

Tule Lake, just to write a report for the Rockefeller Founda tion.  

I am a retired professor and I experienced it mysel f, I was at  

Tule Lake for almost 2 years myself.

TSi Was it after the evacuation?

RW t Yes.

T S * I mean after segregation.

RW; After segregation I came.

RW; I do>and my reason is to see how people who were th ere  

think about it now and how they are getting along. So w hen people  

tell me stuff I know what they are talking about. That I can  

say.

TS; Well, I didn't know what you wanted to know.

RW; Well, a kind of life history* I'll ask you questions a nd  

then if anything else occurs to you, why tell meiaw& I 'm not  

using any names on these, Jt's all anonymous and so, how should  

I say, if I ask a dumb question, tell me that too. This � s sort  

cf yoy. and nobody elses*. Let me see, thinking back befor e the  

days of World War II, how would you describe your life, w here  

were you living and so on?

T S ; You swKsrt know quite a bit about it.
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T S j I was born and raised in Sacramento.

R W ; Oh in Sacramento. And how did your p a r e n t s t h e i r  

living?

T S j They were farming#

RW; And let me see, what year were you born?

TS; 1920 .

RW; And so, let me see, by 19^ »  what kind of schooling did  

you have?

T S ; I finished Junior College.

RW; You finished Junior College and what were your h opes for the  

future. Whgrt tfcid. .What were you planning to be?

TS; Well, I was planning to go to University of California .
p

RW; Oh, did you have any prof ess ionjr ♦

TS; Studying international trade and accounting. � ^ .
� �����  # rs;

RW; So you had applied to..¥&£ at Berkeley?^ That's  where I  

went too. Lei-jae-'Sie«, foJow I'd like to ask a littl e about the  

evacuation. Could you tell me how you felt when you heard  

the government announcem#*rt that Japanese American people had  

to leave their homes and go into Assembly Centers?

TS; Well, I meanjthat was a terrible thing for them to

but I think there was a lot of economical, how shou ld  

I say, jealously among some of the farmers. �� � �� �� 	 	 	 ��		�

RW; Yes, tteUfiewfcRFfĉ eause<jj it*J&ut what was your reaction when  

you heard about this?

miles, we couldn't get things done and we were just at the

"They said there were going to be some subversive th ings going

TS; I thought it was terrible. We couldn't travel mor e than

verge of making some money and we had to go �

on*AI didn't think that was going to happen
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RW* I agree. That was vicious propaganda.

TSi Political move I thought. .
Vi ...

RW* Yes. A number of I*ve talked to^told me^ li^w^you

wflgo-a-nia.fti» and they oay^they just couldn’t belie ve it when  

they heard they were going to be put in camps.

TSiS We were registered for the draft and everything and  ̂should  

they throw us around like that.

RW* You were American citizens.

TS* That's right.

RW * You are.

TS* ThaVo-what  I I was going to fight it to the end.
■  ' � * to

RW* Exactly. Now let's see, I'll ask about the-— ‘ --

aa-'ooof whayt Assembly Center did they send you?

T S * Walierga.

RW * About that is sembly Center, what do you recall  most strongly?  

TS* I was a young man and I was interested in girls.

RW * Aha, (laughs)

TS s (laughs)

RWi So, it wasn't all bad, if one codld at least say t hat  

little thing.

TS* I forget how many thousands were there, but the thing th at  

really got us, the point that got to he was why we were being  

treated this way, you know? When we got there, we were sleeping  

on straw mattresses and provisions weren't provided  with the  

situation. It was terrible.

RW* Yeah, it was a very bad place. Was there any particular  

incident that happened that makes you particularly f eel sad  

when you think about it?
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TSi I wasn't frightened or anything like that, but I kn ow 

the administration was stealing money.

RWi Q ^ g t ^ b  I've heard that from other people.

TSt You know, we were suppose to get clothing scripts and al l  

that stuff,"ihey were charging us# *ihey were making t he money*

It was suppose^tojbe free and they would charge us.

RWi And it was suppose to be free, but they made you pay for  

these things?

T S j That's right.

RW* Gosh, that sort of insult after terrific injury.

��� That's right. I mean there was J? ____ � � to buy incidental

things, you know it wasn't much, something like that.

And you know we need incidental things* (everybody wasn't rich, ^
/L.-G 4 -

I for one was a poor one. The script was $ 3 • 75» * ¿s&swrd *<fo  

some people.it really meant something to Hiem becau se they had  

no money to buy anything* ̂ 4 o I mean, but we had to pay for it  

and the administration is keeping the money. I mean tha t kind  

of stuff. The government should have had a better person nel.

RW* That was a bad beginning.

T S j We found out later that we were suppose to get it for  

nothing.

RWi Yes.

TSi But what could we do, because that's how it was.

RWt That is really kind of disgusting thing.

TSt There was some graf, wssfc and all that.

RWi Well, is there anything else in Assembly Center lif e that  

you could tell me about?

TSi Well, we were, you know, as far as I'm concerned, it was

one indefinite thing,^we didn't know where we were go ing tobe  

pushed around to some more after that.
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"brothers and sisters?

T S * Yeah,^as a family.

RW* How many brothers and sisters did you have?

TSt I have 3 other brothers and 3 other sisters.

RWi At least that was some help, you weren’t there all alone .

TSi Yeah, we were together.

RWt Can you remember how you felt when they tola th at you were  

going to be sent to a relocation camp?

TSt Yeah, they fept us wondering where we were going to go 

though.

RWi You were kept wondering.

TSi And when the decision came of Tule Lake, we felt we we re  

still in California, so pretty good.

RWi Oh, did you feel that way when you saw Tule Lak e?

TSi I don’t know. I just felt it was a ^ 3s»gC 32i=d 3*e wilderness  

place, you know, no surroundings or nothing. It was such that
 ̂ i|

when we first got there, we saidiwhat a dusty place.

RWi It was-rE^adti^ I know. I never had to eat so much dust.  

Which of the things that happened to you or your experienc es  

in Tule Lake do you recall most strongly, what is mos t vivid?

TSt Well, the one thing| that really got us is that signing  

that loyalty and disloyalty forms.

RWi I ’m sorry I didn’t get that.

TSt You know they tried to qualify you whether you ’re loyal  

or disloyal. They came with that form.
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RWi Military registration, they called it.

TSi __ S U P ’) to it.

RWi Yes.

TS * Well, anyway, actually we walked out; on the sergean t because

ie said it was voluntary and not required. We said not hing

doing. So we didn’t pay any attention to it. I mean our bl ock did

anyway. They were trying to make a decision on a piece of paper,

that's not what I wanted. Because I could have said  "yes,yes'
�

and got out and you know if I wanted to sabotage so mething, I  

could do that. But X mean that's not the way X felt. So I mean  

we didn't sign up at all. Primarily i didn't want t he government  

to push us around anymore, especially bearing arms.

RWi Could you say it was a kind of protest?

T S 1 Oh yeah. Since you were there after the evacuation, you  

probably know some of the circumstances that were arou sed over  

there.

R W 1 Oh yes *

TSi I mean after segregation, I mean the problem was  terrible.

Were you at the administration?

R W 1 Pardon me?

TS: Were you at the administration building?

RWi I was sent there because I was with the Universit y of  

California Evacuation Study. So I was a kind of matur e college  

student and I had to live in the administration quart ers *cause  

they wouldn't let me into the camp. You know when I firs t got  

there, they told me I had to take a soldier with me. A nd I  

said words to the effect, "Hell no" I wouldn't do that.

TS t What month did you come?

RWi I came after the people stopped the strike, you know.
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TS i You mean the: =*$* strike?

RWi Yeah, th^tewS^wfesrtSQ^&rrlt was a farmers strike a nd so I got there  

I think the first or second of February, 19^4 .

T S * Oh that’s when the strike was still going on, we  were going on  

curfews.

RWt No, the strike went on through 19^3  and then ended 19*f 4 *

T S i Well, you see the thing is this,when the .evacuation was completed/*  

the people from the other camps stormed the administrati on building.  

Remember that one?

RWi I wasn’t there then.I didn’t get there until it  was all over and/they  

had the Coordinating ; Committee* remember that?

TS * Uh huh.

RWi I was there until’?1 uh, from February through thi s business of

supposedly .©*£.getting beaten up and then the beginnings of  what they  

called t h e a n d  all that. \

TS i Mjasidstfi, wSSjkcT, wa&ho �

RWi And on until the renunciation of citizenship busin ess, so that was  

the time I was there.

TSi Oh, I see. The thing is I don’t know if you were versed on why  

the curfew came about.

RWi Oh the curfew. That I know..I talked to a lot of peopl e^ênd what

I was told was^first of all there was this big warehouse, this  fight

because the people believed..the Japanese Americans b elieving that

the administration was giving their food to the strike bre akers.

TSi Yeah, that came to the ¿ p g ����� ���
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Rtf 1 And then Mr. Best called in the Army and then a fter thet there  

was supposed to be a mass meeting« Let me see this fight w as on  

the night of November 4th, the Ihrmy was called in and then there  

was supposed to be a mass metting at which jJHe Colonel Austin  

would talk to the Japanese Americans*  

fiS 1 Well that was prio r to that.

RWi Oh prior to that7.

TSi They stormed the administration.. I worked in the f inance
, i

department so we got chased out.

RWi Oh that was the November 1st thing.

T S » Yeah, the 1st an 2nd.

RWi Was this sort of Kibei coming in and..

TS t The thing is they formed this rugged committee..

RWi ""Yes, the teygjltffoi-, the negotiating..

T S 1 Kurotomi and that bunch.

������

RWi Yes, Kurotomi.

v i TSi I guess they had more offered to them fcfcart  in the other

camp than they diS^ours. And they said the facilities  are bad  

and all that, but there were some other incident^ that went on  

besides that.

SIDE 2

RWi What was the story behind this?

T S 1 What1s that?

RWi You were telling me..
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that came from the other camps and they wanted to dem and something
_p!

so, you know, I really d *4  admire^ you knows for keeping everybody

calm because there were a lot of people out there. And they

wanted..I don't know what sort of negotiation they we nt through,
be provided

but I know they were demanding chanaes for better f acilities/and  

all this kind, I mean this is easy thing. But the army tanks wer e 

rolling at that time and thousands of people surround ed the  

administration. Then finally  ̂ calmed it down and it  all

came out and we went home. Things like that did happen.  But you  

know another thing too, some of the committee members  were trying  

to make money with this incident.

RW* Was trying to make money?

TSi Yeah.

RW* Gee, I didn't know that.
�

T S * We were pn^the payroll, see so we know this trans action ,  

trying to collect 50 off of every paycheck.

RW* I'll be darned.

TS* Isn't that a lot of money and you know how many che cks we were  

writing too.

RW* Gosh.

T S * Yes, it was terrible. Things like this went on^see ^and then  

when the farm incident turned up with the tanks coming  in that

night, I mean everything fell apart.

RW* I heard about people trying to make money..well,  I'll get to  

that later. mo q p p , „nnw-XMl agk a Was there

anything that you or other people did at Tule Lake that  makes you  

feel really good today when you think about it?
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TSt Well, only thing, I..for myself you know I was trying to  

forget the had part of the thing because there is always a brighter  

side of the story. See, what I did was I strongly stayed with the  

church movement and I did whatever I can* I was a S unday school
r

teacher and sometimes the Reverend got out on strike an d they say  

they are not going to show up, so here I took the Reve rend*s part,  

and things like this. For my end I think, socially I think I had  

accomplished a lot of things that I would have never do ne before.  

RW* These Reverends who were there were helpful.

TS 1 Yeah, they were very helpful in the sense-, $ u t  see som e of  

the Reverends didn’t want to move unless they got paid, an d who has  

that kind of money in camp*

RW* Were these the Buddhist Reverends or the Christian s?

T S * Yeah, the Buddhist Reverends.

RW* The Buddhist Reverends were helpful to you.

TS * See, fronjthat standpoint^well I have improved my character  

in standing in frnnt of people and trying to assist th em and  

things like this. I use to be shy.

RW* But this helped you. Tell you the truth, I'm shy, I get  

scared everytime, even now before I do an interview, I don't  

know why. But I do it anyway because I feel I am ob ligated  

to do an honest job.^Was there anything that happen ed at Tule  

Lake that made you feel especially angry?

T S * Well, the thing is this, on that basis there, you know,  

after that November ^th incident, you see the thing| is the  

curfew came on. Couldn't get out from 6*00 in the morning  to
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7 100 at night* J t  left you wondering after that. And then they  

were trying to catch up with one leader* you know* so they couldn t  

find him*Hso what they did is they put in the military a nd they  

went from one end to another looking for the fellow. I gu ess you  

know that part.
�� ���  !

R W 1 Oh yes* X k n o w 3 ■  I lyn ■  .Jm fact I^talked with Kurotomi,

so I know what was going on. He was one of the guys hiding you  know.  

TS* Somebody hiding and couldn’t catch up with. But anyw ay, that  

went on and .let 's see^what else happened after that ? Well, they  

caught up with some of the people there anyway.

— Thoy,rT think t.hflv found �"#

RW* Y ^ s . ^ ^ , Vou were saying that you were angry  

about this house to house search that they made?

T S * Oh yeah. Well, the thing is that I don't mind that part  

the situation, because I wasn't pro^Japanese. I was p ro-American.

RW* Did you say "Ho,No," or d d  you just refuse.

T S * I didn't sign it.

— IHs'Cg yia.ur pap 4on?

TS* _T 11 rtn11 ~ i fin H  .

RW * You refused to answer. That's what I thought. I wa nted to  

check that.

T S * And then you know there was a lot of incidents*.I 'm going to  

go back a little bit, okay?

RW4-— i Ugg .your pardon?

TSrr*— T"'" i i 1i T*m gnirci to r " ^ " ^  s  

RW* Yes.

891 $
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T S » Why our feelings was we didn’t want to sign was b ecause it  

wasn’t required. It was not commanded that we do it,  so we didn t

do it.

RW* That’s good reasoning.

TSi So my brother and I we didn’t do it and one block  really got  

subversive about that. They didn't want to sign either, yo u know, and  

they threw the policeman out or something like that. They roun ded up  

some of the boys and took them to the CCC camp.

R W 1 I ’ll be darnel .

TS* We were all prepared. My brother and I had our su itcase packed  

and if they came..they said they were going to roun d up all the  

non-signers, you know. We were prepared to be taken out,  but nobody  

came. So these are some of the things, I said if they want to  let  

us go that’s all right, but the thing! is after that when the military  

searched the place* Well^the thing f̂ is you know, when th ey rounded  

up all the leaders, the way I found out, is some innoc ent people  

were rounded up too. And some of the leaders^were J«- **» /

you heard of thatj ihey^ient on starvation.

RW * Yes, the hunger strike.

T S 1 Yeah, the hunger strike. Well some of the leaders were

eating vitamin pills.

R W 1 Vitamin pills?

� � Oh yeah, while they were on the hunger strike?

TSi How you like that?

R W 1 I got to hand it to them, (laughs)

TS* The innocent ones are starving like mad and this is nc rt;  

right. So one night I lived in ward I, so I was in ward  #  so
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!% said we get picked up and see what's going to be like, !

�
you know. So after 7*00 I crossed the fire break-in.  

jfed the ward I area and here come the GP*s^s«sfiS2^^" wiat are you  

doing here, you know you are passed the curfew hour?” And I  

said "So what, are you going to take me in?" He said, "Where  

do you live?" I said, "Right there." He said, "Better go  

home, don't let me catch you again." (laughs) I deliberately

did that to see what was going on in that _____ £ 3®^) stockade.

RW* They were afraid you were going to communicate w ith  

somebody in the stockade?

TS* I don't know. I didn't tell them that. I said..

I was breaking the curfew hour, so I thought they were goin g 

to take me in* frfe didn't take me in.

i let1 o o ee t aJfcookadO'■ wont» a ■ -jbong",ttrue.

» i —

RW* Do you remember the business of a number of men were
jOrvUU

supposed to br'J’̂fci and they got beaten up, there were about

1
6 or 7 and then Mr. Hatomi was murdered?

T S * He was killed.

RW* What did you think about that?

TS * The thing is my thinking is I never thought Jap anese  

people would have bad feelings among each other, yoi^now  

what I mean?

RW* Yeah.

TS * The worst thing that I felt was when the evacuation  

started, I mean after the segregation* 0kay# this hooh idan  

group started. Now they are separating the pro-American  Niseis
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like us and people who came from Japan. They talked the m into  

joining this organization.

RW* Oh, they talked you into joining?

T S * Yeah. Some innocent Vliseis and they didn't know w hat it  

was all about.

RWi ŶcuFTJ ��!�"%"— Do you

I know they kept propaganding for a long time.

T3 1 Yes, the thing is. it was right after the segregation, s o.,  

evacuation ended about October, I guess..November..i n that time.

RW* Yes, October and..I know they started a young m in's associa�

tion at first to study Japanese c u l t u r e »♦

TS* Yeah, I went to Japanese school though.

RW* did tilPY nn11 ***" nl° The Sfekoku Ceidenudarli

TS* No that's something else. I don't know anything a bout

that one. Another thing is that the ffioshXdllPgroup s plit again.  

There was one and then they split because their ideas didn' t  

click or something like that. So anyway they came over to  our  

place to see if we would join them. I said "Don't bother us.

We have our own ways of doing things, you do your way, I do  

my way." And my feelings on that is why is it that th ey can't  

think in one unison way. Because why were we there? We  

weren't there for just trying to go back to Japan, and

we weren't there for that kind of purpose.

RW � , Anri - thny w;ui,i, ud Lcrtrg" s y p a T t e y

TS I 51"lH' fe1 ««l ight j »»

RW* The resegregation, they called it. And you join ed it at  

first?
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T S * No 1 I didn’t join it.

RWi Oh, I misunderstood you. You just told them to go away .

T3 t That ’s right.

RWi Of course, a lot of people went to Japanese school.

TSi Oh yes, I went to Japanese school because I figu re knowledge  

is better than nothing.

RW s Oh •

TSi I couldn’t understand Japanese too well.

RW« And it was something to do, because there is nothi ng  

else to do.

TSi That’s right. In the evenings we spent �� hours of school  

learning Japanese, you know what I mean? It was bkay. I  enjoyed  

it.

RWi Did you have a job?

TSi I was in the payroll department for, I don’t k n o w ^  years.

TS j _I ynn ,in thn prayr0 1 artnreni Doing auditing and after

that ..I..kind of tired^so I went to the welfare departm ent -  

interviewing welfare people.

RWi I knew Mrs. Dotwcn there who was head for a while.

TSi Yes, she was there.

RWi There are a couple of things special I would like  to aski
�

Was there any person ifcî Tule Lake who you very muc h respected?

TSi Oh. 0n what grounds?

RWt Well, ; if you had a really bad problem and

wanted advice of a honest, human manvor woman, who wou ld you  

go to?

TSt I use to know a lady by the name of Mrs. Cooper. She was 

a nice lady. I never depended on somebody to give me ad vice
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because I had my own*.myself, you know. Do you remember the  

time after the segregation, the Army came in and gave not ice

that you must report for induction?  

JEW t Ywmia 'b  mporlr-to what?

"time.

TS � Wcl 1 r T but fipy -^ Y •
5V + V 70U ca-
4$ persons were given  

A

notice to appear for induction.  

RW* Oh yes, I remember that i*©w.

TS* And then they took them to Altur^s and the judge ru led  

in favor of the 63, saying that they are confined in the con �

centration camp and they came back.

RWi y e s .

TSi Well, my feelings were^I'm not doing anymore for the  

government, if I don't have to do it. And if there i s any  

forced issue, I want to fight it* 5 o  I kept my citiz enship  

and I wasn't going to do anything about it. I know if I  

had to bear arms ? and I figured if I stayed in

Tule Idee, no government forces would come and get m e. And  

that's another reason why I stayed in Tule Lake. I mean why 

should I?

RWt How did you feel about this renunciation of citizens hip  

business?

TS* That was a poor thing. I mean that incident whould  never
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have been bought up. I feel sorry for some of them wh o were  

forced to go back to Japan and pay a lot of money to get their  

citizenship back and all that. That s the reason why my  

feelings were worse against some of the Japanese peopl e 1 you

fj
know, because that^l^f^-^daH’ group bought it up pretty strong ly  

and some innocent JMisei renounced it and..I m glad the g overn-  

ment was lenient though. They gave them a chance and  sa id^ re  

T~*you sure you want to renounce?”

RWi It took a long time, but they did get a change. *»

TSi They got a chance to change their mind about it . You see.

My angry thoughts about that incident are � there,, were a lot of  

Xssei, you know who the Xsseis are? . well, there were a lot  

of Isseis^ who strongly advised their kids to renounce and all  

this and that and they were pro^-Japan and^try to get all the  

Niseis to renounce and go back to Japan. But you know afte r  

the war, they changed their minds and they’re out, they re here I  

I can’t understand. That was the most griping thing th at I  

faced, because they were the ones who heckled us, they  knew  

that we were not registered; they knew we weren’t t hinking  

their way and all|that stuff. Well, so I said we got tires ome.

RWt And they..

TS* They turned around and they were free here now. Th ose
didn’t

boys that were living next door, they/renouncep thei r citizenship  

but the government put a question mark on it. Okay and then  

after that they went back to Los Angeles, what did the ir boys  

do? - volunteer into the Army, just to get schooling. How  

do you like that. I can’t understand that.
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RWi I*ve talked to many people who had renounced and  

then volunteered for the &rmy.

TSi I mean I wouldn't do that. This is the reason I sa y  

if I'm going to fight it, I'm^going to fight it as a 

citizen not as a renounced alien.

RWi Good for you. I like that.

T S 1 I convinced a lot of my friends to do that so we  

all went out after we knew that Japan gave up. We were  

free to go to the pastern borders, so we took off.

RWi I know that even some..there was an older Wisei  I  

knew who advised boys to renounce and he didn't ren ounce.  

TS 1 That's right. There were some of them who were

Hlp'j-k'l. - aLd/)\ l  � ■
leaders of the aoahlrd^n . v - ^ _^

RWi He was one o f  the lea d er s  o f  the liiWJjll’lULilii *

TS 1 Yeah, and one of the leaders of the ifcSSjSfttan said

that if Japan loses they are going to harajkirj, you know.  

R Wi (laughs)

T S 1 (laughs)

RWi He said he would do that. But I notice he didn't.

T S 1 He's here.

RWi You mean he's living in California now?

TSi I don't know if he is in California, but anyway he

didn't go back(j£ *

RWi PtequHf'F 1 M  bueio. There were people like that  

and that was kind of tough. How did you cope with this,  

this sort of pressure yourself? You and your brothe rs.  

TSi OH, we..the thing is we just did things for ourselves^  

{kn& you know, if they want to come around and bother us,  

we would just chase them out.
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RWi Oh good.

TSi We Sfeed to do that.

RWi You were in better shape there because you had a n umber of  

grown men, who could sort of stand together.

TSi Yeah, we didn’t care, you know if they are going to come  in  

and and give us bodily harm or something like that, why it 's a  

different story. But I mean by words of mouth, we just give them  

a harsh word and just said'^Stay away, that’s all. And t hey sure  

did.

RWi I ’m happy..you know everyone I ’ve talked to has a kind of

wonderfully different, .each is like a separate picture.
Va

TSi That ’s why I say, why dit^the Japanese people h ave so much

difference in opinion and^can’t stick together. Why c an’t we

-v correlate our whole feelings and say this is it ok ay now, let s

see what the government will do. I think if we did that  we would

have been much stronger. But it wasn’t that way. So man y pro-
M L

Japanese•«want to go back to Japan and^this and that.* we were

a small part of it of the pro situation. So everytime I tel l

about Tule Lake, they think I was one of those group.

RWi Let me ask this one 1 Is there any experience that is  so
� .. .

strong, that it is something you could nver forget,  

really»» r%

TSi Well, evacuation as a whole I would say. In my lifet ime  

I don’t think I will forgive what we had to go thro ugh. We had  

to sacrifice our farming business and economically w e were  

coming back and make some money? well, we didn’t have a cha nce.  

Another thing too, I wanted to go to school again, but one of  

those things that if we wanted to get out, we had to proc ess  

and all this kind of stuff. So I finally stayed. Ifpapers
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I could gain something socially, I would take advan tage of it, so

I stayed with the church and did what I thought would  be right.

RWi Do you feel, well, I have a question here, but you ma y have

answered iti Looking back, is there anything in Tule \t hat happen
" v

in Tulo Lralrr that helped you to become a wiser or better /person?  

TS* Oh yeah. I would say getting along with people. I g ot rid  

of my shyness. I would speak freely.

d

pw» 	�+�... m m  whmrt*?

W T  I will speak freely now, even in front of an audience . It  

doesn’t bother me anymore.

RWi Yes, how should I say, people have said that th ey were sort  

of shy, and..but the experience at Tule Lake made them  kind of  

a little tougher.

T3 i That’s right. It really did. We were able to speak  for  

ourselves.

RWi Well, I ’m very impressed by what you’ve told..I’d just l ike  

to ask now, what you did when you left and whether yo u left with

your family and everything?

Mo* *
TSi ,	 The thing is my folks weren’t rich that time. My both er and ,

■ tUro c
I, w e ’re - years apart* ̂ o  I told my dad, I said "We’re going to

��
go out and see if we can make some money. And all my fr iends  

went out too^already. We depended on one friend and we w ent to

���
Idaho a»d^pick spuds for a while and well, we made good money.

We came back..after we came back, in the meantime my folks were  

out too already and they went to the Sacramento area. I t was a  

really sad situation.picking olive in wet, rainy weather  and  

all that. When I came back, I looked for a little house and  put  

our money down for a down payment, so we at least had a place  

to go to. That’s what happened. My folks came back. We all got
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. /�  together.

RWi That’s nice. Did you then go to school or did you kee p on  

working?

TSi Well, I kept working because my sister wanted to f inish up  

school too. She had �� years to go to nursing school.

RWi And you helped her through school?

TS 1 Yes. � #  that I was working but I wasn’t satisfied/with

what I wanted to do» j t w i u  feven before I got married I figured  

I better make up my mind what I ’m going to do for a  lifetime.

So somebody pushed me to sell insurance, so I said I w ant to sell  

insurance. (laughs) � — L_3§i �HH

RWi How long has it been that you have been selling insura nce?

TS i Oh this is my 3& h  year.

RWi year. I ’m glad to hear that.

Vrs (?)
Ta 1 Any way I made up my mind? sJc-gcHr gMyA« ,  W e ’re ma king a

living.

RW* Lf=»t � � � ���� �� �����d Since you’ve left the camp, nt/ould you

+� there .been any really higher signicant points in your

life?

TSi Well, you know the thing is thisi After the war had ended..  

^See^we faced a lot of discrimination prior to the war, Okay, s o

after the war, this feeling had changed a little bit. 0� m&an—so

A   � �  inter
lot of the Hisei and-¿ansei^are able to/mingle with

certain American businesses and all that. However, -bhyr g"iatill,

tjQ̂ o>y> to this day, there is still some discrimin ation hanging

around. I mean I feel it even selling insurance. I m ean if I

approach any white person, especially of English descent , no way

I talk to. They are the worsfc ones. Excuse me if you are En glish

now.
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RWt You wean the people who come from England?  

TS* Yeah. They’re the worst.

RWt was a letter
hAT&

Post Dis^gdic^Cbout $ years ag<  

by some n^r wfc©..some white person, a Caucasian,  

had nev r̂ been any evacuation*!

T31 1�� is that right? / ./

that came frojr'Californi and was

SWi And I got so mad,, w t  I wrote/a nice letter/to the Post  

and they published it, ¿¡you know, If told it in brief, T jjii-t

+]71SL I just told what' had happened and how the whole ^
/ I �&��! • ��

short story, so I felts^that^i had done some^ptgffor the 'p^pple'WKo  

had ■ hrrfp ^  m e .

TSt The thing is, I tell my kids too, the people hav e changed but  

if you want to get one more step up, they'll hold you  down. I mean  

this is where the point is now. I mean you have to be an exceptional  

knowledged and know what you're doing and all that in order to get  

one step ahead of them. The plateau is there as far as tryi ng to  

be of service to anybody, but I mean if you want to get  beyond that  

plateau, that's where the tough part comes in. So I s ee that all  

the time.

RW* I think you're perfectly right. How many chilte n do you have?  

TS* <$.

RWi Jaad Well this is very good advice to give them. My

husband is a Jew and his father, I think gave him much the same

advice. If he was going to « . . h e  would have to work hard er.
h

TS* Oh yeah. We got to show that we a little bit better than  

the other person, or they are going to be able to push you around .
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In the insurance agency business, I mean I find that. That*s  why  

you can’t have ,~fchat.. I don’t have the manager pu sh me around. I  

tell tfce*aAwhat to do.

talking to people and trying to understand* Very of ten people who  

renounced their citizenship and went to Japan, and then of course,

a lot of good reasons, but I . I ’m just asking all the Japanes e 

Americans I know if they have any suggestions^why t hat would be.

Are they scared or are they angry?

T S * You know the thing is like this now* A lot of people w ho went

To this day, some of those have»•tried to acquire Englis h knowledge  

they don’t understand English yet.

RW* Aha.

TS* This is the reason why..you’re asking me questions, I give you

an answer. Most likely those people don’t comprehend  your questions.
||

You see what I mean?

RW* That’s . one I hadn’t thought of. cH tad"k».

I did talk to one l£ibe i who had gone to Japan and his Eng lish was  

so bad, you know, it was kind of embarrasing for both of u s.sS&'ihis  

may very well be a good reason. ft

TS * This is the reason why that I ’m /gpg. 4?ofui that I went to  

Japanese school in Tule Lake. Although we^went to Japan ese school  

while we were going to grammar school, I think the Jap anese I l i C l

RW* I have one last question to ask. This has come abo ut �����
� . j ' , 2

many came back here, "They don't want to talk to me.

TS * Oh why?Oh why?

RW* Ahrfr-jyo "ihat’s the question I ask myself. I can t hink of

back are Ifibeis. You knww what i£ibeis are?

in the camp was more or less like a review, bringing me up to date.
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So all the time I was there I had friends who helped m e with my  

Japaneseosasl I nevenmade a speech in Japanese either a nd these

They  would write me the so-called script there and I w ould memorize

it and I gave it to the audience. Î dy*d things like that. So 

presently, a lot of my policy holders are Japanese speak ing  

1 Djq | uu n■ 1 3 . i T " ' " " Speaki ng

time I feel I*m a social worker, because when they' re in trouble -  

I've been to immigration to interpret and I've been in fr ont of a  

judge to interpret.

RWj That's a very fine thing for you to be able to do.
3��4� 	���� -i . * il

TSi I feel thankful that -l  

End of side 2 

BEGINNING-OF SIDE 3

RW� I—waa go ii igj • record er

until 6 months ago. , m a e i P p e r t .I nniinm f � n in >ii y pfjiinpw f1 j fl'WIHf

You said this was an important thing, so I wanted to get it  down.  

What were you going to say?
jig)

TS 1 Learning Japanese in camp was one of my..nobody 5�67&&^take  

it away from me and I'm able to use it now, which  

g ^ ^ f u l  that IAstrongly try to improve my Japanese a nd all that.  

It's really helped me out.

��
people said after segregation, ybu better speak Jap anese*

T(fa Because I carry on the conversations in Japanese an d they need  

help. See, they need help«feid who*s going to provide it^ So some-

TS 1 T&ig- ippliot^  

RWi Yes. That yo

fepliod« because I've never been to Japan.

That you could learn Japanese so well.
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RWi Not only professionally, but in a human way in hel ping people.  

TSi That's right.

RWi That's great. o*

TSi I feel grateful that I »«^speak and help some o ther people.  

There are a lot of so-called Japanese refugees out here too, jou

know?

They*re here from Mosernot© and Kabushima. So these  are  

some of the people that-I'm able to help anyway, especiall y  

the Japanese speaking people. I feel that I*m not tha t strong  

in Japanese but^I can carry on..

RWi That's really very nice.

TSi So you were trying to interview some, they won't let you i nter-  

view them, those person I das** think^comprehend wha t is being  

asked and then they can't carry on what to tell you . They’re  

probably a f r a i d ^ * * * * ^  say the wrong things or something ..

m il ■  Oliifiyr— Tt . ...  T«H"fr int •

TSi Okay/

RWixiS /earned a .-little JapSpi^e, r j > < F i ^ ? y o u  arr  jgatp,

C^ozai W f s u l  I ^ ^ b a ^ g p ^ .  I � 8 �8 �9 � p r a c ^ e - ^ ^ i t t l e .

*

T^j'^Are you in Salt Lake?

RWi I beg your pardon?

TSi Where are you residing at?

RWi I'm living in St. Louis.

TSi Oh St. Louis.
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RWi I ’ve got this small grant to do this study and writ e a  

report on how people are doing. And it just makes my heart f eel  

so good when I talk to people like you who have sort  of overcome  

this difficulty. God knows it was "bad.

TS» I try to live a simple and positive type of living. I don’t  

try to he negative and get myself depressed and all th at. That’s  

not the way I like to live.

RW* That’s good. Also your wife gave me your brother’s t elephone  

number, so I ’ll talk to him.

TSi Yeah. I was there last spring and I was talking to his in-laws

and his in-laws never faced the evacuation, so they don ’t know any

thing about it. I was telling them about how we were ..something like

I was telling you, but they s a y ' W y  don’t you go in fron t of the  
7 If ' u  , v, »

redress group. I said, *'M), I don’t want to do that.”
cJOCt

RW* Since I'm not Japanese my view is whatAwas done to the  

Japanese was very terrible, but what they chose to d o^is their  

business.

TSi That’s right.

R W 1 See, I'm not going to advise. That’s it.

TS* Okay. Nice talking to you.

RWt Thank you very much.

End of interview # ^8
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TISSKmXX 
Thtbmas Saw Sawada

yfiririnrr
Thomas Sawada, an Old Tulean,xratBxatemHtoxfi£nyBxn xnBEMnxhxnxfciHamfan 

xxtabc told me that he had refused to answer the Mili tary Questionnaire, 

3$r  However, he did not renounced his citizenship and he was about 25 

years old when the xxr war ended, I asked him what he did when he left

Tule lake. He responded:

: ;
TS: m .  ~Th. iking is my folks mnsn ’t Ach  t i s s u e .  *  * £ * £ * *  J, "

Tpant. So I told  4  dad, < �said ’We're going to go out and we
money.' And all my friends went out too ready. V ^- eeme^baak. .
went to Idaho to niek spuds for a while and we made  good *  ~~

_ the meantime, my Jolk .8 were uuv voo aoreaay ana tnen went to the
Sacramento area. It was a really sad situation beca use they were picking olive in wet,  
rainy weather and all that, When I came back, I loo ked for a little house and put our  
money down for a down payment, >So we at least had a place to go to. That's what  
happened. My folks came back. We all got together.

RW: %he&Lsrfetee, Did you then go to school or did you keep on working?
TS: Well, I kept working because my sister wanted to fi nish up school too. She had two years  

to go to nursing school.

BNU -̂And-you- helped« h&JL 'through scffool ?
TOxsrJtotr, I put her through school. So after that I  was working but I wasn’t satisfied with  

what I wanted to do, Evew*&efore»rI~gotm&rrved I fi gured I better make up my mind what  
I ’m going to do for a lifetime. So somebody pushed me to sell insurance, so I said I  
want to sell insurance,  (laughs)

RW: How long has it been that you have been selling ins urance?
TS: Oh this is my thirty-fourth year.

^^^d^j^^fcmrthifyear, .1 ’m  , glad to hear that,
TS: Anyway I made up my mind; We’re making a living,

RW: Since you’ve left the camp, would you say there hav e been any really high or significant  
points in your life?

TS: Well, you know the thing is this: After the war had  ended, ,See, we faced a lot of  
discrimination prior to the war, okay0 So after the  war, this feeling had changed  
a little bit, A lot of the Nisei and Sanseis are ab le to intermingle with certain  
American businesses and all that. However, to this day, there is still some  

\ discrimination hanging around, I mean I feel it e ven selling insurance, I mean if I  
\ \ approach any white person, especially of Englis h descent, they are

\ the worst ones. Excuse me if you are English now,  "C

RW: You mean the people who come from England?
TS: Yeah, They’re the worst. The thing is, I tell my ki ds too, the people have changed but  

if you want to get one more step up, they’ll hold y ou down,
' ■ p o i n t * I  mean you have to be an exceptional knowle dged and know what you’re  
doing and all that in order to get one step ahead o f them. The plateau is there as far  
as trying to be of service to anybody0 $ut I mean i f you want to get beyond that  
plateau, that’s iShere the tough part comes in, £az *£mseew*£hat all thd̂ ti)nê
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RW:
TS:

RW;
TS;

•RW?

TSt

Hi

We got to show that we a l i t t l e j ^ Z Z h c f ^ g ^ y  t Z i n f Z Z Z m m  I find  

g g  % % . ? ] l y * o T L y' 7 £ 2 ^ a U  .1 don't  tos tte 

him what to do.

IThie is the reason why that I'm thankful that I we nt to Japanese  scto

t t ^ 7 ^ o r e ^ r u T s  T Z  T Z Z w f Z f ^ Z m e  i j ^ t e .  Of

M  the time I m s  there I had friends 4 »  h e l ^ d m  ̂ t h ^  J a p ^ e e ^  3

. s Z p t . t Z e  L d  I would ^ e  i t  -nd I

� � � � � � �

interpret and I ’ve been in front of a judge to inte rpret.

That’s a very fine thing for you to be able to do.
They’re surprised because I ’ve never been to Japctn .

Yes. That =�6� could learn^Japanese so well.
I  feel^tharikful that- I  . • •

CHANGE* TAPE

--- -iitrrr—‘•~r*" down, -«hat,were you going

ftZ!fL Javanese in camp was one of my. .nobody can take it  amy  from me.hnd I ’m able  
to use it now,which I feel thankful that I did stro ngly try to -improve my Japanese and  

all that. It’s really helped me out.

issionally, but in a human way in helping people.


