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a farmers strike
February, 1944,

when the strike was still going on,

strike went on through
completed)

building

hen.I didn't get there until it was all over and, they

™ g
Qommittee, .remember that?

from February 1944 through this business of
lengn/ettln beaten up and then the beginnings of what they
LREL A

: v\
called the’hee&dan and 211 ‘thet.
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¢
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Hosddan , washo, washo?“‘”
on until the renunciation of citizenship business, so that was
I was there.
TS+ Oh, I see. The thing is 1 ) know if you were versed on why
the curfew came about.
Z3r—THE,_Whab—came.. 2bout?

Tusadre~curTew:

RWs Oh the curfew. That I know..I talked to a lot of people”And what
Wi \1-
pip

I was told was, f

of all there was this big warehouse, this fight

because the people believed..the Japanese Americans believing that

e

the administration was giving their food to the strike breakers.

TS: Yeah, that came to the Jase(E®) A




And then Mr. Best called in the "M nd then after th there

supposed to be a mass meeting. Let me see this fight was on
the night of November 4th, the érmy was called in and then there
was supposed to be a mass metting at which B#e Colonel Austin
would talk to the Japanese Americans.

Well that was prior to that.

Oh prior to thatz

They stormed the administration.. I worked in the finance
department so we got chased out.
RW: Oh that was the November lst thing.

TSs Yeah, the 1lst or 2nd.

this sort of Kibei coming in and..

H A_A
9

thing is they formed this rugged committee..

es, the'a£%%~ i@é,‘éhe negotiating..

TS: Kurotomi and that bunch.

JLo) RIIUAVERS o 2 e

TS t——Rurotomis

RWs Yes, Kurotomi.

TSs I guess they had more offered to them ¥eet in the

camp than they did ours. And they said the facilities

and all that, but there were some other incident$ that

was the story behind
v '

What's that?

You were telling me..




TS: Oh yeah, well see they formed a committee from the leaders
that came from the other camps and they wanted to demand something
J\)l / oA “v\r\d LA

s0, you knowy, I really did admirey you-mewy for keeping everybody

calm because there were a lot of people out there. And they

wanted..I don't know what sort of negotiation they went through,
be provided
but I know they were demanding changes for better facilities/and
0

all this kind, I mean this is easy thing. But the army tanks were

rolling at that time and thousands of people surrounded the

(2 A A
DAL e AN

administration. Then fimally, 3% ) calmed it down and it all
came out and we went home. Things like that did happen. But you
know another thing too, some of the committee members were trying
to make money with this incident.

RW: Was trying to make money?

TSs Yeah.

RW: Gee, I didn't know that.

\

me

IS: We were a@?the payroll, see so we know this transaction ,

trying to collect 5¢ off of every paycheck.

RWs I'll be darned.

TS: Isn't that a lot of money and you know how many checks we were

writing too.

RWs Gosh.

TSs Yes, it was terrible. Things like this went on, see) and then

when the farm incident turned up with the z@my tanks coming in that
I mean everything fell apart.

RWs I heard about people trying to make money..well, I'll get to

that later. ‘devied~me-see..qiow-L'1]l ask a happy—nese, Was there

anything that you or other people did at Tule Lake that makes you

feel really good today when you think about it?




Well, only thing, I..for myself you know I was trying to
forget the bad part of the thing because there is always a brighter
side of the story. See, what I did was I strongly stayed with the

church movement and I did whatever I can: I was a Sunday school

teacher and sometimes the deveren@fgot out on strike and they say

they are not going to show up, so here I took the Reverend's part,
and things like this. For my end I think, socially I think I had
accomplished a lot of things that I would have never done before.
RW These Reverends who were there were helpful.
TS Yeah, they were very helpful in the senses, But see some of
the Reverends didn't want to move unless they got paid, and who
that kind of money in camp?

Were these the Buddhist Reverends or the Christians?

Yeah, the Buddhist Reverends.

The Buddhist Reverends were helpful to you.
IS: See, oﬁthat standpoint well I have improved my character
in standing in front of people and trying to assist them and
things like this. I use to be shy.

But this helped you. Tell you the truth, I'm shy, I get

scared everytime, even now before I do an interview, I don't
know why. But it anyway because I feel I am obligated
to do an honest j Y Was there anything that happened at Tule
Lake that made
on that basis there, you know,
4th incident, you see the thing§ is the

.
@]

curfew came on. Couldn't get out from 6:00 in the morning to




at night, 4t left you wondering after that. And then they
trying to catch up with one leader, you know, so they couldn't
hime 80 what they did is they put in the military nd they
from one end to another looking for the fellow. I guess you

that part.

. Oy ry?

-

t -7 £ 0 3 i .
Oh yes, 1 know \Bll-abottved—know. . in fact IAtalkeu with Kurotomi,

know what was going on. He was one of the guys hiding you know.
Somebody hiding and couldn't catch up with. But anyway, tha
on and,let's see, what else happened af L Well, they

p with some of the people there anyway.

caught u
T what?
They. .l think they found one of the people.
Yes pd-think.they~did, Vou were saying that you were angry

about this house to house search that they made?

o

TS: Oh yeah. Well, the thing is that I don't mind that part
the situation, because I wasn't pro—Japanese. I was pro—American.
Did you say "Wo,No," or dd you just refuse
I didn't sign it.
—pareen?
St o

ed to answer.

ISt And then you know there was a

go back a little bit, okay?

Ri4—TF e your—pardon?

B T Taie-lln g0 ing te—ego—back—atitilebit—rrow:s

RWs Yes.




was we didn't want to sign was because it
wasn't required. It was not commanded that we do it, so we didn’t
do it.
RWs That's good reasoning.
TS:s So my brother and I we didn't do it and one block really got
subversive about that. They didn't want to sign either, you know, and
they threw the policeman out or something 1lik They rounded up
some of the boys and took them to the CCC
RW: I'll be darnsd .
TS: We were all prepared. My brother and I hs suitcase packed
and if they came..they said they were going to round up all the
non-signers, you know. We were prepared to be taken out, but nobody
came. S0 these ! some of the things, I said if they want to let

us go that's all right, but the thingé is after that when the military

o
searched the placeg Well'the thing$ is you know, when they rounded

up all the leaders, the way I found out, is some innocent people

el A

were rounded up too. And some of the leaders)were Adn j al,

T ; i
you heard of thaty theywent starvation.

TSt >al ng i ] Hell some of the leaders were
eating vitamin pills.
Vitamin pills?
Oh yeah, while they were on the hunger strike?
How you like that?
I got and it to them. (laughs)
TS: The innocent ones are starving like mad and this is not

i

right. So one night I 1lived in ward I, so I was in ward @ soO




said we get picked up and see what's going to be like,
) . R

you know. So after 7100 I crossed the fire break-in, _ #38¥)
- 0
406 the ward I area and here come the GP' s,seg:ng&"hﬁat are you

doing here, you know you are passed the curfew hour?" And I
- J D &

said "So what, are you going to take me in?" He said, "Where

(1} )

do you live?" I said, "Right there. He said, "Better go

home, don't let me catch you again." (laughs) I deliberately

did that to see what was going on in that _:?__ﬁﬁgsz stockade.
They were afraid you were going to communicate with

somebody in the stockade?

s I don't knowe I didn't tell them that. I said..

I was breaking the curfew hour, so I thought they were going

to take me ing He didn't tak

ATT Now—tetis—seep~siockade-~wenbt-on—a—torg time.

S r—=sure=did.

RW: Do you remember the business of a number of men were

MAL
supposed to be k-2 and they got beaten up, there were about

)
or 7 and then Mr. H@tomi was murdered?

He was killed.
RW: What did you think about that?
TS:+ The thing is my thinking is I never thought Japanese
people would have bad feelings among each other, Jowvnow
what I mean

Yeah.
The worst thing that I felt was when the ‘evaLJat’on

‘n-

DO A A
g N A Y 0llad Hgalp- doen
started, I mean after the segregation, @Ka* this hestridan

group started. Now they are separating the pro-American Nl sel

S




like us and people who came from Japan. They talked them into
joining this organization.
they talked you into joining?

]
Some innocent Wiseis and they didn't know what

I Rrmows—bo—your—rememnbelruwhati Lime—youv—joimed?—Cause

I know they kept propaganding for a long time.

o~

IS: Yes, the thing i% it was right after the segregation, so..

evacuation ended about October, I guess..November..in that time.
Z

RWs Yes, October and..I know they started a young mﬁn's assocla-

at first to study Japanese culturesamdiix ;.

TS: Yeah, I went to Japanese school though.

el : Fit (Tl U . o 29 g 3 550
RWs et did they.cadd—this? The SBokoku Beiden-dan.

S Y

— ~—

No that's something else. I don't know anything about

A

o]"“ } AN - o

one. Another thing is t the hoshid®fm group split again.
was one and then they split because their ideas didn't
something like that. So anyway they came over to our
see if we would join them. I said "Don't bother us.
We have our own ways of doing things, you do your way,
my way." And my feelings on that s why is it that they can't
think in one unison way. Because why were we there? We
weren't there for just hasimg trying to go back to Japan, and
we weren't there for that kind of purpose.
b lnd—they-wanied—to— Ve sEPAr ted—from=therwhat-did-they

the. . ~AeyRes+"

C..E&l-l_, ]Tx ) the o Ves , ye
TS r=—Phratterioirts
RWs The resegregation, they called it. And you joined

firet?




them to go away.

M « '
That's

Of course, a lot of people went to Japanese school.

Oh yes, I went to Japanese school because I figure knowledge

is better than nothing.

o Ly
RWs Oh .

TS: I couldn't understand Japanese too well.
And it was something to do, because there is nothing

to do.
+wa

TS:s That's right. In the evenings we spent 2 hours of school
learning Japanese, you know what I mean? It was okay. I enjoyed
it.

Did vol he 1ob?
Jlia you nave . JODY )

wn
in the payroll department for,I don't know,® years.

that-ones

S bR @—PaYL o dd—~depar-tmens..

-
!

that ..I..kind of tired,so went to
interviewing welfare people.

7 _DMC::VL; "
knew Mrs. oeseern there who

she was there.

a couple of things special I would like to ask:
A
=

Tule Lake who you very much respected?

Was there any person

TS:s Oh. on what grounds?

Well, thﬁiayaa—ésgi\if you had a really bad problem and

wanted advice of a honest, human man,or woman, who would you
go to?
TS s 1S know a lady by the name of Mrs. Cooper.

a nice le Y dej} led on somebody to




because 1 d my own..myself, you know. Do you remember the

L

time after the segregation, the Army came in and gave notice
that you must report for induction?
RilsJerTrst—reportto—whe+7
TS+——For—induption.

indﬁction. No.

don't know_éabout/fthat?

) ™~ - N
Thati must héve been \exy-much later, . JMay o= AT PETT

Wythat time.

& et ;
I M - Thoera

TS Helly—i—don't—lmewy-ul 2Ny way. &9 persons were given
)
notice to appear for induction.
remember that new.
them to urgs a he judge ruled
in L
centration camp

RW3s i‘)’}es B ji\ ’v»?

X

TS: Well, my feelings were,I'm not doing anymore for the

v

government, if I don't have to do it. And if there is any
forced issue, I want to fight ity 8o I kept my citizenship
sn't going to do anything about it. I know i I
9
had to bear arms ¢  (¥B&¥ and I figured if I
Tule Ike, no government forces would come and get me.
another reason why I stayed in Tu Lak I mean why
I?

How did you feel about this renunciation of citizenship

ik E ! SN Tt L
a poor thing. I mean that incident whould never




have been bought up. I feel sorry for some of them who were
forced to go back to Japan and pay a lot of money to get their
citizenship back and all that. That's the reason why my
feelings were worse against some of the Japanese people, you

" - 0 . ﬂ

‘f”ﬂy\/.:— T\ ;
know, because that Hgshidan group bought 1t up pretty strongly

____.-—’-

J
and some innocent Wisei renounced it and..I'm glad the govern-

4 ) : L SN
was lenient though. They gave them a chance and sald)ére

sure you want to renounce?”

—

It took a long time, but they did get a chané%ﬁ..

1

TS They got a chance to change their mind about it.

My angry thoughts about that incident are,there.were a lot of

Issei, you know who the Iéseis are? . well, there were a lot

of Issei;2>who : gly advised their kids to renounce and all
Ao} ser Rl

this and that and they were pro~Japan and,try to get all the

Niseis to renounce and go back to Japan. But you know after

the war, they changed their minds and they're out, they're herel!l

I can't understand. That was the most griping thing that I

faced, because they were the ones who heckled us, they knew

that we were not registered; they knew we weren’t thinking

\.

their way and allﬁhat stuff. Well, so I said we got tiresome.

11{‘4‘!‘ Al’ld they- .

TSs They turned around and they were free here now. Those
didn't

boys that were living mext door, they/renounced their citizenship

but the government put a question mark on it. Okay and then

after that they went back to Los Angeles, what did their boys

do? - volunteer into the Army, just to get schooling. How

do you like that. I can't understand that.




I've talked to many people who
volunteered for the Army.

I mean I wouldn't do that. Thi

if I'm going to fight it, I'L/going to

citizen not as a renounced alien.

RWs Good for you. I like that.

TSt I convinced a lot of my friends to do that so

all went out after we knew that Japan gave up. We

free to go to the @astern borders, so we took off.

RW: I know that even some..there was an older NWisei I

knew who advised boys to renounce and he didn't renounce.
rl“ht. There were some of them who were

% YQV f‘\—l L et
was one of the leaders of the HeStfrrooi.

\-",w*“
and one of the leaders of the ﬁgggigﬁﬁ said
that if Japan loses they are going to ngézgggl, you know.
(laughs) =
(laughs)
said he would do that. But I notice he didn'ft.
He's here.
You mean he's living in California now?
I don't know if he is in California, but anyway he
N
didn't go backi]
RW: Nepmerdrdirts—gobaeio. There were people like that
and that was kind of tough. How did you cope with this,
this sort of 51 yourself?  You and your brothers.
T®: OH, we..the thing is we just did things for ourselves,

o

and you know, if they want to come around and bother us,

we would just chase them out.




ie #sed to do that.

You were in better shape there because you had a number of
grown men, who could sort of stand together.
TS:1 Yeah, we didn't care, you know if they are going to come in
and and give us bodily harm or something like that, why it's a
different story. But I mean by words of mouth, we just give them

1\
that's all. And they sure

a harsh word and just said“étay away,
did.

W: I'm happy..you know everyone I've talked to has a kind of
wonderfully selemkas different..each is like a separate picture.

Vo ok daecl
TSs That's why I say, why éﬁ%hthe Japanese people have so much

N2
difference in opinion andAcan't stick together. Why can't we
correlate our whole feelings and say this is it okay now, let's
see what the government will do. I think if we did that we would
have been much stronger. But it wasn't that way. So many pro-
S ¥
Japanese..want to go back to Japan andkthis and that..we were
a small part of it of the pro situation. So everytime I tell

about Tule Lake, they think I was one of those group.

RW: Let me ask this one: Is there any experience that is so

i Ly . : 7 L
strong, that it is something you could reer forget, someliimyg

reatierr?

TSs Well, evacuation as a whole I would say.

I don't think I will forgive what we had to go through.

to sacrifice our farming business and economically we

coming back and make some money; well, we didn't have

Another thing too, I wanted to go to school again, but one of
those things that if we wanted to get out, we had to process

o

papers and all this kind of stuff. So I finally stayed. If




could gain something socially, I would take advantage of it, so

e ]
ved with the church and did what I thought would be right.

feel, well, I have a question here, but you may have

- - - ~—

Looking back, is there anythinghin Tule \that happened

5

that helped you to become a wiser or better /person?

I would say getting along with people.
of my shyness. I would speak freely.

Rils Yoot a—-virert?

o

D@1 I will speak freely now, even in front of an audience.
doesn't bother me anymore.
RWs Yes, how should I say, people have said that they were

experience at Tule ke mad hem kind

It really did. We were able to speak for

/WuL‘u‘
RWs Well, I'm very impressed by what you've told..I'd just like

to ask now, what you did when you left and whether you left with

8

your family and everything?
Ne : ; e
TSs/\The thing is my folks weren't rich that time. My bother and
Two
I, we're g years apartv_éo [ told my dad, I said "We're going to
)
go out and see if we can make some money. And all my friends
§ éﬁ.ﬁw
went out toopalready. We depended on one friend and we went to

“»

Idaho awmd, pick spuds for a while and well, we made good money.

Ne came back..after we came back, in the meantime my folks were

out too already and they went to the Sacramento area. It was a
A2 grait “Thron o

really sad situation,picking olive in wet, rainy weather and

all that. When I came back, I looked for a little house and put

our money down for a down payment, so we at least had a place

That's what happened. My foll me back Ne all got




se®” together.
RWs That's nice. Did you then go to school or did you keep on
working?
TS: Well, I kept working because my sister wanted to finish up
. v y
school too. She had 8 years to go to nursing school.
And you helped her through school?
3 iqu( Py tTn nw} . A LA(“ A &‘0 Y
Yes. p After that I was working but I wasn't satisfied/with
what I wanted to do«sea&cza=%e§yg§en before I got married I figure

I better make up my mind what I'm going to do for a lifetime.

So somebody pushed me to sell insurance, so I said I want to sell

insurance. (laughs) _\T% )

RWs How long has it been that you have been selling insurance?
Ut = ol

Oh this is my 3&%h year.

YN

HpAA T = -
skh year. I'm glad
-~ " yiig
Any way I mad - = making a
living.

RWs Let me.see, 1 could aedes Si camp, Would y

At <

sy Wemee there,been any really

IS:1 Well, you know the thing is thiss After the war had ended..
_gee,we faced a lot of discrimination prior to the war, Gkay, S0
after the war, this feeling had changed a little bit. J—mesmso0

inter
: A o N e ) ¢ ! AR s
anyway; @ lot of the MWisei and $anseilare able to/mingle with

A
certain American businesses and all that. However, #here TtiH,
tadeys to this day, there is still some discrimination hanging
around. [ mean I feel it even selling insurance. I mean if I
approach any white person, especially of English descent, no way

I talk to. They are the wors@ ones. Excuse me if you are English

Nnow.

d

ou




22 # 374 side 2

You mean the people who come from England?
Yeah. They're the worsk.
@h&%Jﬂrduw—%@peerﬂ~yesq 4@ ere was a letter in the«3t. Louis
ost _iiﬁﬁlﬁh £bout l years ag that came from ualllornia}and was
by some nu% o . s Some white Derson, a Eauca51an¢ He saidf there
had nevgr been any evacuatlon.
TS Oﬁ is that right? |
W | I got so mad, t#mt I wrote & nice letterfto the Post
and published it, jyou know, Iftold it in Prief. F—imsb-ipromed

I just¥ told what had happened and how the whole

shopt story, so I felt that*I had done sometpin® for the peopde“who

hé%—hetﬁ?d”me.
TS+ The thing is, I tell my kids too, the people have changed but
if you want to get one more step up, they'll hold you down. I mean
this is where the point is now. I mean you have to be an exceptional
knowledged and know what you're doing and all that in order to get
one step ahead of them. The plateau is there as far as trying to
be of service to anybody, but I mean if you want to get beyond that
plateau, that's where the tough part comes in. So I see that all
the time.
I think you're perfectly right. How many childen do you have?
(@' A S
. Amd W%ll this is very good advice to give them. My
husband is a Jew and his father, think gave him much the same
achas,
advice. If he was going to;ub..he would have to work harder.
TSs Oh yeah. We got to show that we a little bit better than

the other person, or they are going to be able to push you around.




23 # 414 side 2

In the insurance agency business, I mean I find that. That's why

you can't have -that..I don't have the manager push me around. I
Bl
tell tﬁ@mAwhat to do. :
XA A i

RW:A I have one last question to ask. This has come about fieem
talking to people and trying to understand: Very often people who
renounced their citizenship and went to Japan, and then of course,
many came back here.—{hey don't want to talk to me.
TSt Oh why?
—— -1
RW: Awrd—so that's the question I ask myself. I can think of

lot of good reasons, but Twweerd®. .I'm just asking all the Japanese

: . . R :
Americans I know if they have any suggestlonsﬁwhy that would be.
Are they scared or are they angry?
TSs You know the thing is like this nows A lot of people who went
©

i /. : r d LN i R § LG e :
back are &1bels. You knew what ¥ibeis are? They are\ﬂloel$ persons.

Y g’T
To this day, some of those haveAﬁried to acquire English knowledge

they don't understand English yet.
Aha.

TS: This is the reason why..you're asking me questions, I give you

an answer. Most likely those people don't comprehend your questions.

You see what I mean?

e

RW: That's s—ws@@e@Pwis .one I hadn't thought of. Iagrd—detk..
You—knowr —I~tendli el conversing with . vou, beceusewd—respestyouv

I did talk to one Kibei who had gone to Japan and his English was

ggng for both of us.ané‘I;is

so bad, you know, it was kind of embarra

may very w a g as 2
may very well be a good reason. ) 3
AAN 0N

TSs This is the reason why that I'm swesefsd that I went to

apanese school in Tule Lake. Although we,went to Japanese school

to grammar school, I think the Japanese I e L?\\

-~

while we were going

in the camp was more or less like a review, bringing me up to date.

s ~




4

the time I was there I had friends who helped me with my

ewsesl I neve?éade a speech in Japanese either

cople said after segregation,wybu better speak Japanese,

They would write me tl ¥ sd script there and I would memorize
A T da

it and I gave it to the audienc 1) @ad things like that. =So
presently, a lot of my policy holders are Japanese speaking
RitDidrpou=say 2 Tot o " your-eustomers T were Jepanese speaking
?‘; Because I carry on the rsatio: in Japanese and they need
help. See, they need i helpeBnd who®"s going to provide itz §o some-
time I feel I'm a social worker, because when they're in trouble -
I've been to immigration to interpret and I've been in front of a
judge to interpret.

”hqt ,'a very fine thing for you to be able to do.
MQ—-(}
becmuse I've never been to Japan.

That vou could learn Japanese so well.
o by -

tJ

End of side 2

RWi I-was—soimev0 S8y I @idn'i-learn to-use..a.tape -recorder
yntil 6 months ago, s0.Sometimes.di-have toyedtm-noexpert.
Bub—dt¥o-gal it  add. &0l R0 «

You said this was an ihportant thing, so I wanted to get it down.

What were you going
5 AR g
Learning Japanese in camp was one of my..nobody *ﬁaldh+ ake
from me and I'm able to use it now, which [ =g
4.4

that Ipstrongly try to improve my Japanese and all that.

‘g 7} 14\.&

')

really helped me out.




ut in a human way in helping pe

uu

24K

erateful that speak and help some sy people.

a

There are a lot of so-called a. e refugees ! too, JoU
know?

o

Rﬂﬁw—i“ﬁiﬁﬁ*t“heary»whatmkindw0@”3ﬁﬁﬁﬁésé
TodmiPiyererfIPees .

RTONPETIZEES .
V o?/\l\ QA./‘r‘n ;;Q (?)

me

BW$: They're here from Kommove and Kabushima.

B

some of the people thar I'm able to help anyway,

the Japanese speaking people. I feel that I'm not that strong

il
*’J{ 2 QL'X
in Japanese butkg can carry ONs.s

That's really very nice.

b

TS: So you were trying to interview some, they won't let you
<hany drnK
person 1 48 ﬁhinkhpomorehend what is being

£

riew them,
on what to tell 1 They're

§
asked and

wrong things or

o

Japanese,

acgerit,




y o) fo ="
page

grant
doing.

you who have

God knows

a simple
to be negative

the vay I like

good.

number, so I1'1l1l talk to

TSt Yeahs was there spring

and his in-laws never faced the evacuation,

thing about it.

telling you, but

to do
FAx

what ,was

i

was very terrible, but what they chose

Since I'm not Japanese my view is

Japanese

right.

See, I'm not going to advise.

Okay. Nice talking to you.

Thank you very much.

o

oL @8

interview #

&b
SO T

\ 2 LD AR
they say}Why don't you go in front ol
\
id, ”ﬁb, I don't want

s my heart feel

sort of overcome

living, I don't

That's

all that.

fe gave me your brother's telephone

and I was talking to his in-laws

hey don't know any

telling them about how we were..something like

the
N
"

that.
done to the

A K

to do . is

their
N
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THENEZ XXX
Thomas Raw Sawada

xXmRHX®X
Thomas Sawada, an 0ld Tulean,xwxaxakmxbxf@%nyexnznzhinxnEnxhixenwan

mtedty told me that he had refused to answer the Military Questionnaire.
¥ However, he did not rencunced his citizenship and he was about 25
years old whenh the Exx war ended., I asked him what he did when he left

Tule Lake, He resnonded:

. -iﬁé thi g is folks weren ;
So Ing:old Zyy dad, I said 'We're going to go out anddse o -
And all my friends went out too then already. We depe

- : ther and I, we're two years
't pich that-time. My bro o if w,e oo malts 00NS

one friend and we
money.' j
wentyto Idaho to pick spuds for a while and

~n_29.

weld, we made good money » ‘Iq.lo—-eane‘back. .

- in the meantime, my JoLKs were vur TOO aiready and thenm went to the
Sacramento area. It was a really sad situation because they were picking olive in wet,
rainy weather and all that. When I came back, I looked for a little house and put our
money down for a down payment, 8o we at least had a place to go to. That's what
happened. My folks came back. We all got together.

Thaple-mice. Did you then go to school or did you keep on working?
Well, I kept working because my sister wanted to finish up school too. She had two years
to go to nursing school.

i-And-you-helped. her through—school?
Yee. I put her through school. So after that I was working but I wasn't satisfied with
what I wanted to do. BEven=before-I-got-marrted I figured I better make up my mind what
I'm going to do for a lifetime. So somebody pushed me to sell insurance, so I said I
want to sell insurance. (laughs)

How long has it been that you have been selling insurance?
Oh this is my thirty-fourth year.

Thirty-fourtheyear. .I'm.glad to-hearthat.
Anyway I made up my mind; (2)8 We're making a living.

Since you've left the camp, would you say there have been any really high or significant
points in your life?
Well, you know the thing is this: After the war had ended. .See, we faced a lot of
diserimination prior to the war, okay, €o after the war, this feeling had changed
a little bit. A lot of the NMsei and Sanseis are able to intermingle with certain
American businesses and all that. However, to thie day, there is still some

\ diserimination hanging around. I mean I feel it even selling insurance. I mean if I

| approach any white person, especially of English descent, ne-way-I-tatk-tew They are

| the worst ones. Excuse me if you are English now. g

You mean the people who ecome from England?

Yeah. They're the worst. The thing is, I tell my kids too, the people have changed but
if you want to get one more step up, they'll hold you dowm. F=mean—thid™te“ihere the
point-i€MOw. I mean you have to be an exceptional knowledged and know what you're
doing and all that in order to get one gtep ahead of them. The plateau is there as far
as trying to be of service to anybody, Put I mean if you want to get beyond that
plateau, that's where the tough part comes in. Sa=l-see~thatall thé time.




~ We got to show that we a 1ittle bit better than the other person, or they are
| going to be able to push you around. In the insurance agency business, I-mean I find
- | that. That's why you can't have that. .I don't have the manager push me around .

him what to do. -

)mvzayfhis is the reason wky that I'm thankful that I went to Japanese school in Tule Lake.
- " Although I went to Japanese school while we were going to grammar school, I think the
" = Japanese T%€2) in the camp was more or less 1ike a review, bringing me up to date. of
' all the time I was there I had friends who helped me with my Japanese. I-never-made a
gpeech in Japanese either and these people satd after segregation, 'You better speak
Japanese ' They would write me-theweo-called script.there and T would memorize it and I
gave it to the audiencew I used. to,do things like that. So presently, a lot of my
policy holders are Japanese speaking. Because I carry on the conversations in Japanese
_ and they need help. See,. they. need-help. And who's going to provide it? S0 sometime I
feel I'm a social worker, because when they're in trouble - I've been to immigration to
interpret and I've been in front of a judge to interpret.

That's a very fine thing for you to be able to do.
They're surprised because I've never been to Japan.

Yes. That you ecould learn Japanese 8O0 well.
I feel thankful that I « « .

CHANGE' TAPE

RW—Yous eaid this cwas-an important- thing, so-Frwanted to get'it dowm. What,were you going
to-eay?

8: Learning Japanese in camp wag one of my. .nobody can take it away from me,dnd I'm able
to use it now, which I feel thankful that I did strongly try to improve my Japanese and
all that. It's really helped me out.

RY: yﬁgtoglgigﬁgféssionally, but in a human way in helping people.




