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Minutes o f the 
Agriculture Group Meeting 

August IB, 1948

Meeting o f the agriculture group was called to order by- 
Gerald S. Wumlno on August 18, Tuesday, at 8:30 P,M. in 
Block SID Dining Hall#

Mr* Wumino stated the purpose o f this gathering was to 
discuss the various methods and ideas in regard to what 
may be done with the land in Gamp 3 since this section w il l  
be used mainly fo r  farming purposes,

Mr, Moris Burge was then introduced to the meeting. To 
quote him: *1 fe e l that whatever is  done here, essentially 
we w ill be a farming community. The very subsistence o f 
Boston w il l  depend upon farming. Interprises w il l  be started 
among which w il l  be some factories, but we are going to be 
mainly farmers, I  am told that we have some o f the best 
farmers in the state o f Gall ferula * Since X do not know much 
about farming, i t  is  my purpose to give as much assistance 
in organising and in obtaining the necessary equipment,
Sowever, I  do fe e l there is  a danger o f setting up a too 
elaborate program and s t i l l  have no farming, so I  asked Mr, 
Wumino to get together a group who are leaders in the farming 
industry to talk among themselves and decide how best we can 
handle the situation. There are certain lim itations imposed 
on us by the government, but we w in  also have a chance to 
produce our own crops and in our own methods, Z urge every* 
one to join  in the discussion on how we can best produce crops 
at Boston,*

Mr. Takahashl, an authority on cooperative method o f farming, 
and who w ill  be moving within the newt few days to Gamp 1 
to head it s  agricultural division was asked to speak, Ac* 
cording to Mr. Takahashl the Boston Department o f Agriculture 
and Industry are under one section and the agricultural depart* 
ment w il l  he f i r s t  put into e ffe c t . The main 5 divisions 
to be developed in Camp 1 are: nursery, fish  control, poultry 
raising, truck crops, and technical investigation and market­
ing. The entire system w il l  be headed by an executive committee 
o f 3 isseis and 3 nissela, but the entire s ta ff w il l  be made 
up o f approximately 33 members for the 5 divisions, Isseis  
were included within the s ta ff because i t  was proved that 
they were valuable for the project with their many years 
o f practical experience and knowledge. This was the high­
ligh t o f  Mr. Takahashl9s talk in bringing to us the proposed 
projects to be developed at Camp 1.

Mr. Wumino then explained the experimental gardens already 
started in Camp 1. The idea o f the three-camp projects 
being worked out as one was discouraged since i t  would
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a©t practical due to d ifferen t so il conditions, irrigation  
systems, or any other factors which may enter in* Mr*
Wumino suggested the plan o f family units or group farming.
I t  was pointed out that a fter the end of the war, there w ill 
be many cases o f families being unable to return to California 
because o f financial condition or other various reasons*
He suggested the poss ib ility  o f  a lease with the government 
to extend a period o f § years during which time these people 
may farm and also have a place o f residence* He thought i t  
the best to stay under the protection o f the Bait®a States 
government farming perhaps under a share basis and also have 
the cooperation in obtaining finances, fe r t i l is e r ,  seeds 
and equipment. Thus a l l  parties concerned would benefit by 
this plan*- '

Mr, Burge suggested that approximately 100 ygtt&s o f mesquite 
around the camp buildings be l e f t  uncleared I f  serve the 
purpose as a windbreak, to give the camp s ite  a better ap­
pearance and also be used a® a playground for children by 
trimming the mesquite. Such an arrangement was being used 
in Camp 1 and has proved quite practical*

The general opinion o f the meeting was that an experimental 
p lot or plots be started as soon as possible in  order that 
at least vegetables to supply the kitchens may be produced 
soon* I t  was pointed out that supplies were getting rather 
scarce and uncertain and planting our own produces would 
solve that problem. Mr. Burge is  to check on the water 
supply and i f  i t  proves there is  su ffic ient water to be used 
for this experiment, plans w il l  be made in near future to 
start the experimental plot or plots and the methods used 
fo r  them. The main purpose o f the experiment was to find 
what types o f crops would be suited to so il, climatic and 
Irrigation  conditions*

Mr* Burge recommended that an advisory board be set up 
to plan methods o f experimentation as well as for the 
actual farming* The advisory board is  to make reports 
and recommendations on the plans for this camp to place 
before the heads o f the camps for approval end fo r coopera­
tion in detaining the needed supplies and equipment*

The meeting was adjourned with the idea o f le tt in g  matters 
stand until a tour o f the experimental gardens o f Camp 1 
has been inspected by the members o f  the agricultural 
group. This tour was decided to be taken on Augpist 22,
Saturday, morning at 9$00 JUm, provided transportation  
f a c i l i t ie s  can be arranged and is  subject to be changed 
as to date and time.
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qussrioHs, m sm m  m b  suggestions;

1* Hew soon w il l  there he enough water to try to raise some 
truck crops as a method o f experimenting?

Ans#i I f  we have to wait fcr the irriga tion  canal, i t  
w ill he approximately 2 months or possibly more, 
hut i f  the well that is  being dug now proves to 
he a good one we may use some of the water fo r  
experiment plots* This w ill  probably take at 
least two weeks before having this water# I t  is  
necessary to bear in mind that there w ill be about 
1,200 more arrivals in this camp at the end o f the 
month and f i r s t  consideration o f water supply must 
be fo r use in the kitchens, wash rooms, drinking, 
and lavatories#

2. What is  the irrigation  leve l between here and Phoenix 
and the ra in fa ll in this territory?

Ana#; The irrigation  leve l is  about the same between 
Boston and Phoenix# The ra in fa ll is  about 5 
inches per year* There is  no necessity o f fear-* 
ing water shortage since there is  the Colorado 
Hiver and a resevoir above Camp 1* The delay o f 
getting an Irrigation  canal to Camp 5 is  due to 
lack or shortage o f heavy equipment#

3# When w ill i t  be possible to obtain diesel equipment to 
clear the land?

Ans#; We do not know from day to day how much heavy 
equipment w ill  be l e f t  fo r the project* The 
army is  in a position to requisition any heavy 
equipment for their use#

4# What are the plans for planting guayule plants in 
this camp?

Ans#; There are no plants fo r planting guayule in
this camp, so this matter is  to be decided la ter 
on#

§♦ I f  the goal is  going to be the most economical plan o f 
raising truck crops, how are we to get the equipment 
around to the various plots in the family plan?
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Ana*: Thera has been no determination made as to the 
type o f len t plate and unite* I t  is  possible 
that we shall use the large area plots as well 
as the small area plan* Of course the most v ita l 
point that w il l  be kept in mind when plans are 
made is  to use the most economical one* With 
so il conditions as they are, climate and plenty 
o f water, there is  no reason why we cannot produce 
plenty o f foodstuff for the people and for the 
government*

6* How much land is  available for the project fo r  planting?

Amu $ There are about 80,000 acres fo r the project and 
before any plans can be made fo r  planting, i t  
w il l  be necessary to clear the land firs t*

?♦ leader what department were the mm working in damp 1 
subjugating the land?

An«* t The men subjugating the land 1« under the
Department o f Engineering and Irriga tion  and 
a l l  the land w il l  be subjugated under this 
department* I t  is  up to the people o f this 
camp to have m m  say as to what the land w ill 
be used for*

a* Is  i t  tame that we are under the one head and a l l  our 
a c tiv it ie s  w ill  be governed by the one head?

Ann* 5 We are under the supervision o f the administration 
o f the project, but there w il l  be a Department o f 
Agriculture set up in each o f the 8 camps and each 
w ill have much to say in the methods used*

9* What are the plane or methods for raising poultry la  
Camp 1?

Ans* t The present pian is  to raise poultry in the open* 
This is  not rea lly  suitable since there is  the 
menace o f coyotes, weasels and other types o f 
animals* The main point to consider is  that 
weather conditions w ill  not be suited to chickens* 
Suggestions fo r raising duck« was brought up*

10# How is  i t  that the farming equipment bought by the govern** 
ment cannot be brought for the project here at Poston 
as i t  is  being done at Tule lake?

Ana* t





. ,. June 7 • 1943A griculture *
City Hall Conference Room
2:30 PM
Special Meeting

MINUTES

Present: Community Council  ̂ _ 0 ,
Agriculture Dept# Rep* I f  2, & o

Mr# M# Nakamura presiding#
He made a statement o f the requirement o f the Agriculture Dept, 

fo r  the next fis c a l year. 35# of our food must he raised In Poston. 

14£ fo r  each person#
MIZUSAWA: I f  we work on the figure from so much dollars per person 

that w ill he a wrong attitude to take, We should hare the figure of 

how much we aat hy the pound basis. How much poundage we whould 

raise from that standpoint. When we had the meeting with WRA 

O ffic ia ls  In November we worked on th is figu re. BUT only Interested

in  vegetables. 520 tons and I f  we have to raise 35# that w ill  be

nearly «lose to 3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  pounds.

SAKAI: Then we should raise 10,000,000,000.

MIZUSAWA: Possible 750 er*p aere b y working on the basis of 2 

erops a year. That’ s fo r  vegetables and fo r  sggs i t  takes close

to 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  dozen.

NITTA: Based on Arizona laying capacity.

MIZUSAWA: Some figures were given to us by Mr. Snelson, but we 

increased i t  a l i t t le #
\ v.« !

NAKAIt how many ehltes?

MIZUS^CA: 21,000 ehtoks. We figured on 5,000 meat birds per week 

to feed the community. In  order to reach that stage we have to have

a large project*

NAKAI: Any chickens in 2 and 3*

MIZUSAWA: Yes, in a l l  3 units there are 21,000# I  think 3 has
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more laying hens than 1 has*

FDBJDA.S Have you talked about raising ducks?

OKAMOTO: They raise more eggs*

OKAMORA (3 ): In  camp 3 we have 6,200 meat birds o f which 2,000 are 

pu llets.

OKAMOTO: How many acres*

MIOTSAWAi About 6,000 acres that includes everything*

(Discussion in Japanese)

35$ has to be raised in  Poston* This means 14# fo r  each person*
■ 11' f; 1 \ V;f

Discussed as to whether th is 35$ was fo r  the 10 relocation 

centers or fo r  just Poston* The point wasn *t cleared and has 

to be cleared by the Administration*

NAKAI: Since we have such poor cooperation from Mr* Mathiesen, in 

order to correct this we should havo an evacuee assistant selected 

by the Agr. Dept*

0GAWA: Yes, the Agr* Dipt* is  one-sided*

FUKUDA: You ought to have one big o ffice*

MIZUSAWA: Mr* Chairman, I  suggest in regard to the reduction of the 

45# to 31#, I  thought from an a ll-over picture why they woujl reduce 

i t *  I  went to a g i r l  in the cost accounting and took the average 

cost fo r each person* Nov* 45#, Dec* 49#, Jan* 39#, Feb* 31#,

Mar* 34#, April 35#, Personnedl 32 29#* I  thought that point may

have something to do with the cutting down cC the budget* We w ill  s 

s t i l l  have to grow 35$*

SAKAMOTO (2); In the mean time we better investigate matters and 

Protest. WE should study further the facts and protest and have ti em 

continues supplying the food to a certain extent#,
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NAKAI: We are going to have a food , shortage. I f  the thing goes 

wrong we might not get any food and we w ill  he the one to suffer#

I f  the things goes right we w il l  not have to worry.

NAKAMJRA: We must have more discussion later# I  would appreciate 

very much i f  we could get the cooperation from the evacuees 

Agriculture personnel on th is matter.

A m om m m r
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