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The records of the Polish legation to the Czechoslovak government in London are the only extant ones of this diplomatic post, and document

the wartime relationship of those two governments. The bulk of the material dates from 1941 to 1945 and is almost entirely devoted to the

idea of creating a confederation between Poland and Czechoslovakia.

Poland had suspended diplomatic relations with Czechoslovakia after the latter's annexation by Germany in March 1939, but re-established

contact the following year on French soil, where leaders of both countries had regrouped after the outbreak of the war. With the fall of France

in June 1940, they set up governments-in-exile in London and renewed regular diplomatic relations with each other. The rapprochement

between the two countries was facilitated by the fact that Wladyslaw Sikorski, long before he became prime minister in 1939, had warned

Poland's ruling elites against isolationism.

The plan for a confederation was born of wartime exigency and constituted a bold step for two countries that had no history of close ties

between them. In 1940, both wished to prevent, once and for all, their history of occupation and division from repeating itself. They sought

not only to strengthen their security but also to create friendly relations as a guarantee of a new post-war order. One must also note that

Poland, although hoping for stronger ties with other central and eastern European countries as well, considered Czechoslovakia the most

important strategic partner, given that its level of industrial development was extremely high.

General Sikorski strongly supported the idea for a confederation. In addition, there were many other planers in this project who staffed

committees and wrote papers, most of whom remain anonymous. Following the war, the communist regimes in Warsaw and Prague blocked

the direct evolution of the confederation idea as planned in these records, but those experts involved from the beginning continued to be

active well into the 1950s among the circles shaping the idea of a united Western Europe.

Other important topics in addition to the Polish-Czechoslovak confederation include the Munich Agreement, Poland's borders, Teschen

Silesia, relations with the Balkan states and with the Soviet Union, the steel industry, the persecution of Jews in occupied Poland, and

wartime intelligence. There are also files relating to such public figures as General Sikorski, Eduard Benes, Jan Masaryk, Stefan Osusky,

Hubert Ripka.

These records were formerly part of the Poland's Foreign Ministry collection, acquired by the Hoover Archives in 1959, and were

accessioned in the early 1990s as a separate collection. The legation, however, used its own classification system (given here, in a series

list, both in English and Polish), different from the one used by all other Polish diplomatic posts. (For a complete listing of the index numbers

in that classification system, please consult the series list of the register to the "Poland. Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych" records.)

A microfilm copy of these materials has been deposited in the State Archives of Poland in Warsaw.

Indexing Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the repository's online public access catalog.

Subjects

Czechoslovakia--Foreign relations--Poland.

World War, 1939-1945--Poland.

World War, 1939-1945--Czechoslovakia.

World War, 1939-1945--Governments in exile.

World War, 1939-1945--Diplomatic history.

Poland--History--Occupation, 1939-1945.

Czechoslovakia--History--1938-1945.

World War, 1939-1945.

Poland.

Czechoslovakia.

Poland--Foreign relations--Czechoslovakia.
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1942-1943

Box/Folder 1 : 3

1944

 

SERIES NO. I. GENERAL. POLITICAL ISSUES

 

A/Reports
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1941

Box/Folder 1 : 5

1942

Box/Folder 1 : 6

1943

 

1944

Box/Folder 1 : 7

General

Box/Folder 1 : 8

Germany's post-war economy

Box/Folder 1 : 9

Poland's eastern provinces

Box/Folder 1 : 10

1945

 

B/Talks

Box/Folder 1 : 11

1941

Box/Folder 1 : 12

1942

Box/Folder 1 : 13

1943

Box/Folder 1 : 14

1944

Box/Folder 1 : 15

D/Notes. 1944
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SERIES NO. II. KEY DOCUMENTS ON POLISH-CZECHOSLOVAK COOPERATION

 

A/Correspondence between General Sikorski and President Benes

Box/Folder 2 : 1

1940
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Scope and Content Note

Correspondence and notes
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Box/Folder 2 : 5

January-May
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C/Evaluations
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January-March
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C/Information Committee, 1941
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Box/Folder 3 : 13

General

Box/Folder 3 : 14
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Box/Folder 4 : 1
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F/Social Policy Committee

Box/Folder 4 : 2
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Box/Folder 4 : 3
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Box/Folder 4 : 4

H/Military Committee, 1941.

Scope and Content Note

Includes materials on Polish-Czechoslovak-German border
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C/Non-committee organizations and institutions

Box/Folder 4 : 8

1941

Box/Folder 4 : 9
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F/Other non-government initiatives
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Box/Folder 4 : 17
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Scope and Content Note

Includes documents on Czech cadets in merchant fleet
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G/Polish-Czechoslovak border, 1941 - Slask Cieszynski

Box/Folder 4 : 19

General

Box/Folder 4 : 20

Maps

Box 5
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A/President
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Box/Folder 5 : 1

General

Box/Folder 5 : 2

Speeches
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Box/Folder 5 : 3

General
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Speeches

 

Trips
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Moscow

 

United States

Box/Folder 5 : 8

General

Box/Folder 5 : 9

Speeches

 

1944

Box/Folder 5 : 10

General
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Speeches
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1945

 

B/Government
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Legal status

Box/Folder 5 : 15

Masaryk, Jan

Box 6

1942

Box/Folder 6 : 1

General

Box/Folder 6 : 2

Masaryk, Jan

Box/Folder 6 : 3

Munich agreement, Annulment of

Box/Folder 6 : 4

Profiles of government members according to Polish

intelligence

 

Ripka, Hubert

Box/Folder 6 : 5

General

Box/Folder 6 : 6

Speeches
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General

Box/Folder 6 : 7

January-June

Box/Folder 6 : 8
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Ripka, Hubert

 



Container List

Poland. Poselstwo (Czechoslovakia) records, Consult repository 41

1944

 

General

Box/Folder 6 : 10

General
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Slovakia
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Box/Folder 6 : 15

General

Box/Folder 6 : 16

Ministerstwo

Obrony Narodowej

(Ministry of

National Defense).

Intelligence reports

Box/Folder 6 : 17

Czech National Union in London
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Box/Folder 7 : 2
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1943
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General

Box/Folder 7 : 4

"Zpravy Statni Rady"

Box/Folder 7 : 5

1944

Box/Folder 7 : 6

1945.

Scope and Content Note

Includes documents on army

  

 

D/Foreign representations and diplomatic corps

 

1941

 

General

Box/Folder 7 : 7

General

Box/Folder 7 : 8

Political and
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Diplomatic corps

Box/Folder 7 : 9

Bulletin

Box/Folder 7 : 10
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Box/Folder 7 : 16

General - Czechoslovak Newsletter

Box/Folder 7 : 17

German atrocities
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Slovakia
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Box/Folder 7 : 19

General

Box/Folder 7 : 20

Czechoslovak Newsletter

Box/Folder 7 : 21

Prague press

Box/Folder 7 : 22
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Box/Folder 7 : 23
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Box 8

F/Organizations, opposition groups
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Box/Folder 8 : 2

General

Box/Folder 8 : 3

Masaryk - Gaster Fund of the Federation of Czechoslovak

Jews

 

1943

Box/Folder 8 : 4

General

Box/Folder 8 : 5

Osusky, Stefan
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Box/Folder 8 : 6

General

Box/Folder 8 : 7

Czech National Union in London

Box/Folder 8 : 8

Czechoslovak Relief Action

Box/Folder 8 : 9

G/Biographies - Slovaks.

Scope and Content Note

Includes Slovaks in the United States

  

 

SERIES NO. VII. POLAND. GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

 

B/Government

Box/Folder 8 : 10

1941



Container List

Poland. Poselstwo (Czechoslovakia) records, Consult repository 45

 

1942
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General

Box/Folder 8 : 12
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1943
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General

Box/Folder 8 : 14
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Ministerstwo
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(Ministry of Labor
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1943
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1940-1941
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C/Other
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Box/Folder 13 : 17

1943

Box/Folder 13 : 18

1944
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1941
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1942

Box/Folder 14 : 3

1943
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1944
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Box/Folder 14 : 6

1942

 

1943
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1944 - Czechoslovak Newsletter
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d/Soviet press on Czechoslovakia
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1944
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June-September

Box/Folder 15 : 8

Czechoslovak-Soviet agreements

 

1945

Box/Folder 15 : 9

General
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Part I
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F/Soviet-Czechoslovak relations

 

1944
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Panslavic movement
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1945

Box/Folder 16 : 14

G/Subcarpathian Ukraine, 1945
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